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Antouman Gillen (right) was arbitrarily arrested and detained under the Yahya Jammeh regime. Under the stress 
of his detainment, he suffered a stroke, losing the use of his left arm and has since struggled to provide for his family.
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The Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission (TRRC) is mandated to investigate and establish 
an impartial historical record of the nature, causes and extent of violations and abuses of human rights 
committed during the period of July 1994 to January 2017 and to consider the granting of reparations 
to victims and for connected matters. It started public hearings on 7th January 2019 and will proceed 
in chronological order, examining the most serious human rights violations that occurred from 1994 
to 2017 during the rule of former President Yahya Jammeh. While the testimonies are widely reported 
in the press and commented on social media, triggering vivid discussions and questions regarding the 
current transitional process in the country, a summary of each thematic focus/event and its findings 
is missing. 

The TRRC Digests seek to widen the circle of stakeholders in the transitional justice process in The 
Gambia by providing Gambians and interested international actors, with a constructive recount of each 
session, presenting the witnesses and listing the names of the persons mentioned in relation to human 
rights violations and – as the case may be – their current position within State, regional or international 
institutions. 

Furthermore, the Digests endeavour to highlight trends and patterns of human rights violations and 
abuses that occurred and as recounted during the TRRC hearings. In doing so, the TRRC Digests 
provide a necessary record of information and evidence uncovered – and may serve as “checks and 
balances” at the end of the TRRC’s work. 

After each release, the Digests are translated into Fula, Jola, Mandika and Wolof, and transmitted over 
local radio stations.

#NeverAgain
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DISCLAIMER

The current publication is NOT a document emanating from the TRRC. It is produced by ANEKED and The Point 
Newspaper. 

The information in this publication has been compiled from live testimonies given at the TRRC hearings. Great 
care has been taken to accurately represent the verbal testimonies, however errors cannot be fully excluded. 

Please note that the culpability of any persons mentioned by witnesses can only be established by a competent 
court. 

Any discrepancies and conflicting testimonies are highlighted on the next page. 
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Binta Camara holds a photo of her son Toumani Jallow, a soldier under the Jammeh regime. Her son, 
accused of being disloyal to Yahya Jammeh, was picked up by the NIA in 2016 and forcibly disappeared. 
It has since been reported that he was killed by the Junglers.
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DISCREPANCIES/CONFLICTING TESTIMONIES

Lang Tombong Tamba

Demba Njie (TRRC Digest Edition 2 pages 35 – 
37) previously testified that Musa Jammeh (alias 
Maliamungu) opened the gate of the State House 
on 22nd July 1994 to the mutinying soldiers as a co-
conspirator in the coup. On the other hand, Binneh 
Minteh (TRRC Digest Edition 1 pages 24 – 25) 
claimed that he was the one that encouraged Lang 
Tombong Tamba to open the gates for the soldiers 
in an effort to negotiate a peaceful settlement. 
Meanwhile Edward Singhateh (TRRC Digest Edition 
9 pages 152- 187) testified that Lang Tombong 
Tamba had no role at all in the opening of the gates. 
In his own testimony, Lang Tombong Tamba claimed 
that he ordered Musa Jammeh to open the gates to 
prevent bloodshed. 

Wassa Camara (TRRC Digest Edition 17 pages 59-
68) and Bunja Darboe (TRRC Digest Edition 5 pages 
46 – 52) previously testified that Lang Tombong 
Tamba was, at one point, a participant in the coup 
plot led by Ndure Cham. Momodou Alieu Bah told the 
Commission that he had informed Lang Tombong 
Tamba of the plot beforehand, but when questioned, 
denied that Lang Tombong Tamba was among co-
conspirators. Lang Tombong Tamba denied he was 
a participant or had any awareness of the coup plot 
until it was brought to his attention by then head of 
military intelligence Lamin Bo Baaji. 

There were significant discrepancies between 
the testimony of Lang Tombong Tamba and other 
witnesses before the TRRC related to the use of 
torture during the interrogations of suspected 
coup plotters in March 2006. In previous sessions 
both suspects who were tortured, as well as 
their torturers, described a system of torture-for-
confession in which suspects were intimidated and 
physically abused before a panel of interrogators 
before being taken out of the room and tortured. 
Most of these witnesses have testified that the 
panel was aware of what was happening outside 

the interrogation room. However, in his testimony 
Lang Tombong Tamba denied knowledge of a 
larger system of torture-for-confession, claimed he 
never witnessed anyone even touched during their 
interrogations, refuted armed soldiers were present, 
and insisted he was unaware of whether suspects 
were tortured outside the interrogation space.

More specifically, Bunja Darboe testified that during 
his interrogation, which Lang Tombong Tamba 
participated in, he asked for a lawyer and was 
subsequently slapped by Alagie Martin in front of 
everyone. Bunja Darboe claimed that he did not 
give a statement until 6am the next day and his 
statement was based on statements of others 
given to him and not freely given. Wassa Camara 
and Demba Dem (TRRC Digest Edition 5 pages 62 
– 66) also testified that they were slapped during 
their interrogation in front of Lang Tombong Tamba. 
Lang Tombong Tamba on the other hand insisted 
that he never saw anyone slapped or beaten during 
their interrogation and that everyone he interrogated 
gave their statement freely.

Regarding the panelists’ awareness of tortures 
taking place outside the interrogation room, Pierre 
Mendy testified that Lang Tombong Tamba was 
present when Hydara gave the order for him to be 
tortured. Demba Dem also claimed Abdoulie Njie, 
who had clearly been severely tortured, was brought 
into the room during his interrogation. Furthermore 
Alagie Martin (TRRC Digest Edition 5 pages 53 – 
57) who confessed to torturing suspects in relation 
to the coup attempt, said that the panelists were 
aware that suspects were being tortured by the 
Junglers and did nothing to stop it. Malick Jatta 
(TRRC Digest Edition 6 pages 96 – 111) one of 
the Junglers who also confessed to torture in front 
of the TRRC, testified that the panelists ordered 
uncooperative witnesses to be tortured. Lang 
Tombong Tamba claimed, multiple times, he was 
unaware of any torture that took place alongside the 
panel interrogations. 
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Alagie Martin also denied escorting Faring Sanyang 
to the NIA. However, during his testimony Lang 
Tombong Tamba related on multiple occasions that 
when he saw that Faring Sanyang had been tortured, 
ordered Alagie Martin to escort him to Mile 2 Prison 
to ensure he suffered no more abuse.

In Session 6 of the TRRC, journalists Madi Ceesay 
(pages 70 – 75) and Musa Saidykhan (61 – 66) 
told the Commission that in 2006 Lang Tombong 
Tamba was among a group of high-ranking security 
officials who advised them not to discuss the torture 
they had been subjected to. In his testimony Lang 
Tombong Tamba denied knowing either of the men 
or concealing torture.

Lamin Bo Baaji (TRRC Digest 17 pages 117-125) 
told the Commission that he believed he was 
tortured alongside Lang Tombong Tamba on at least 
one occasion and never mentioned being mock-
tortured. However, Lang Tombong Tamba denied he 
was ever tortured, and claimed that on one instance 
the Junglers pretended to torture Lamin Bo Baaji.

Sam Kambai versus Lamin Bo Baaji

In session 17, Lamin Bo Baaji told the Commission 
he was completely unaware of why he had been 
ordered to escort Sam Kambai to NIA Headquarters 
in ----. However, in this session Sam Kambai testified 
that in the moment Lamin Bo Baaji suggested it was 
due to a UN peacekeeping mission in East Timor, 
but that in fact he was part of a larger “setup” which 
ended in his torture, arbitrary detention, and forced 
false confession. However, Sam Kambai also said 
that Lamin Bo Baaji was visibly upset when he saw 
that he had been tortured at NIA Headquarters.

Momodou Alieu Bah

Yahya Darboe, Mahmoud Babadi Sarr (TRRC Digest 
Edition 12 pages 124 - 132) and Lang Tombong 
Tamba told the Commission that in 2009, after 
three years in prison, Momodou Alieu Bah agreed 
to testify that another group of military officers, 
including Lang Tombong Tamba, had been aware 

of or involved in the 2006 attempted coup, in 
exchange for his release, backpay, and promotion. 
Lamin Bo Baaji also testified that Momodou Alieu 
Bah appeared during his panel interrogation in 2009 
and claimed that he had called him from detention. 
Momodou Alieu Bah, on the other hand, claimed 
that his release in 2009, backpay, and promotion in 
the military were unrelated to his testifying against 
Lang Tombong Tamba.
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OVERVIEW

The 18th session of the public hearings of the Truth, 
Reconciliation and Reparations Commission, TRRC, 
which began on 7th December 2020 and ended on 
17th December 2020 continued the focus on abuses 
perpetrated by agents of the National Intelligence 
Agency, NIA, from its founding in 1995 to the end of 
the Yahya Jammeh regime in 2016. 

Two witnesses in this session added to the already 
substantial testimony from Session 17 about the 
attempted coup led by then Chief of Defence Staff, 
CDS, Ndure Cham in March 2006. Lang Tombong 
Tamba was the deputy CDS at the time and claimed 
credit for foiling the coup. In his 16-hour testimony, 
he repeatedly denied knowledge of torture occurring 
during the interrogation of coup suspects despite 
victims as well as perpetrators having previously 
testified before the TRRC about the existence of a 
system of “torture-for-confessions.” Lang Tombong 
Tamba also outlined how, in 2009, he was accused 
of having had prior knowledge of the 2006 coup 
attempt – a charge he vehemently denied – and 
was himself interrogated, charged with treason, 
and imprisoned for 5 and a half years before being 
pardoned by President Yahya Jammeh in 2015.

The second witness to speak about the attempted 
coup of 2006 was Momodou Alieu Bah, who claimed 
he had indeed informed Lang Tombong Tamba of the 
coup in advance, but was tricked into not revealing 
this detail at the time. In 2009, he was the main 
witness in the case against Lang Tombong Tamba.

Two witnesses, who claimed to have fought in the 
Liberian civil war in the early 1990s for the rebel 
leader Charles Taylor at the behest of Kukoi Samba 
Sanyang, told the Commission that they were part 
of the team that attacked Farafenni Barracks in 
November 1996. They described how after their 
attack on Farafenni Barracks failed, they were taken 
to the NIA Headquarters and brutally tortured before 
being convicted and imprisoned. They too were also 
pardoned by Yahya Jammeh in 2015.

The rest of the testimonies in the session involved 
different touchstones in Gambian political history, 

but all included the witnesses’ arbitrary detentions 
and torture at the NIA Headquarters. The reasons 
for their arrest ranged from allegation of passing 
on hearsay to stealing President Yahya Jammeh’s 
sheep. One witness was among the opposition 
political supporters who were arrested, detained, 
and tortured in 2016 with Solo Sandeng. Another 
witness claimed his son was arrested alongside him 
and that he was forced to clean up body parts at the 
NIA Headquarters after baby sacrifices. 

There was not a single woman among the nine 
witnesses who testified in this session. Witnesses 
testified in various local languages, however, 
interpretation issues posed challenges with the 
translations.

In the course of the session, the human rights 
violations reported included: 

• Torture
• Unlawful interrogation and obtaining false 

statements and confessions
• Arbitrary arrest and detention
• Enforced disappearances
• Cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment
• Corruption of justice
• Sexual assault
• Extrajudicial killing

51 persons were mentioned by witnesses in relation 
to human rights violations and crimes committed, 
namely1: 

Akomaye AGIM: Judge from Nigeria who worked in 
the Gambian judiciary and served as chief justice 
of the supreme court of The Gambia between 2009 
and 2011. Accused of corruption of justice in the 
trial of Momodou Alieu Bah related to the March 
2006 coup plot. Currently a justice at the Nigerian 
Courts of Appeal. 

Lamin Bo BAAJI: Head of Military Intelligence 
in 2007. Accused of the arbitrary arrest of Sam 
Kambai in 2007. 

1The allegations against individuals listed here are only those that were mentioned in this session. Individuals might have 
been accused of other crimes in previous sessions. Please check our previous Digests.
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Ensa BADJIE (alias Jesus): Inspector General 
of Police, IGP, from June 2008 to March 2010. 
Accused of arbitrary arrest of Lang Tombong Tamba 
in 2009. According to several media reports, he was 
reinstated back into the police force with the rank of 
police commissioner in February 2020. 

Sulayman/Saul BADJIE: Former Lieutenant General 
in the army and head of the death squad team 
“the Junglers.” Accused of arbitrary arrest of Lang 
Tombong Tamba in 2009 and arbitrary detention of 
Ebou Sanyang in 2016. His name is on the list of 
wanted persons issued by Gambian authorities in 
2018. Reported to be in Equatorial Guinea at the 
time of release of this publication. 

MM BAH: Accused of participating in the arbitrary 
detention of Ebou Sanyang at Yundum military camp 
in 2016.

Foday BARRY: Senior officer at the NIA and at 
one point he was the director of intelligence and 
investigation at the National Drug Enforcement 
Agency, NDEA. Accused of torture of Omar Dampha 
and Balo Kanteh, sexual assault, obtaining false 
statement or confession, and arbitrary detention of 
Balo Kanteh in 1996. 

(No first name given) BOJANG: Sergeant in the 
Gambian Armed Forces, GAF, in 2016. Accused of 
arbitrary arrest of Ebou Sanyang in 2016.

Ousman BOJANG: NIA officer in 2011. Accused of 
arbitrary arrest and detention and of being present 
during torture of Alagie Gaye in 2011.

Solo BOJANG: Soldier in the Gambia National 
Army, GNA, second in command of the death squad 
team “the Junglers”. He later became Kanilai Farm 
Manager. Said to be a relative of Yahya Jammeh. 
Accused of attempted torture of Lang Tombong 
Tamba in 2009. His name is on the list of wanted 
persons issued by Gambian authorities in 2018. 
Last reported to be in Casamance, Senegal.

Modou Lamin CEESAY: Prison officer in Mile 2 
Prison. Accused of torture of Omar Dampha. 

Lamin CHAM: Police officer in the Serious Crimes 
Unit. Accused of arbitrary arrest of Alagie Gaye in 
2011.

Omar CHAM: NIA officer. Accused of torture, 
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, unlawful 
interrogation, and obtaining false statements and 
confessions from Sillah Bah Samateh.

Richard CHENGE: A Nigerian lawyer who served 
as director of Public Prosecutions from 2009 to 
2011. Accused of obtaining false statements and 
confessions from Sillah Bah Samateh and corruption 
of justice in the case of Sam Kambai.

(No first name given) COKER: Judge. Accused of 
corruption of justice in the case against Balo Kanteh.

Bora COLLEY: Former Brigadier General in the army 
and member of the death squad team “the Junglers.” 
Accused of arbitrary arrest of Lang Tombong Tamba 
in 2009. His name is on the list of wanted persons 
issued by Gambian authorities in 2018.

Omar COLLEY (alias Jah Guide): Warrant Officer 
Class 2 and member of the State Guard appointed 
to Mile 2 Prison. Accused of being present during 
the torture of Omar Dampha. According to previous 
testimony at the TRRC, Omar Colley is currently 
serving at defence headquarters camp in Yundum. 

Lamin DARBOE: NIA officer. Accused of torture, 
arbitrary detention, unlawful interrogation, and 
obtaining false statements and confessions of Sam 
Kambai in 2007 and Sillah Bah Samateh in 2010.

Salamina DRAMMEH: NIA officer in 1996. Accused 
of torture of Omar Dampha and torture and arbitrary 
detention of Balo Kanteh. 

(No first name given) FAYE: Sergeant in the military 
police in 2016. Accused of arbitrary detention and 
torture( of Ebou Sanyang in 2016.

Sarjo FOFANA: Commander of the Gambia Navy in 
2006. Accused of corruption of justice in MA Bah’s 
case.
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Louis GOMEZ: Former officer and later deputy 
director of the NIA. Accused of being present during 
the torture and arbitrary arrest of Alagie Gaye in 
August 2011 and obtaining false statements and 
confessions from Sillah Bah Samateh. Deceased 
(2018) whilst standing trial with eight former NIA 
officials for the murder of UDP activist Solo Sandeng. 

Momodou/Muhammed HYDARA: Acting Director 
of the NIA in March 2006. Accused of unlawful 
interrogation of MA Bah in 2006. Deported to The 
Gambia by the US authorities in October 2018.

Nfally JABANG2: Soldier in the State Guard. Accused 
of participating in kidnapping and extrajudicial killing 
of minors.

Omar JALLOW (alias “Oya”): Member of the death 
squad team “the Junglers.” Accused of torture of 
Alagie Gaye in 2011. Arrested in May 2017 and 
released in August 2019 from detention following 
recommendation from then Minister of Justice 
Abubacarr Tambadou after his testimony at the 
TRRC.

(No first name given) JAMMEH: Lance corporal in 
the GAF. Accused of arbitrary arrest of Ebou Sanyang 
in August 2016.

Amadou JAMMEH (alias “Pajero”): Soldier. Accused 
of torture of Alagie Gaye in 2011.

Yahya JAMMEH: Chairman of the AFPRC, later 
APRC, and President of The Gambia until December 
2016. Accused of torture and arrest and detention 
of Kebbaringo Bojang and Alagie Gaye; arbitrary 
arrest of Lang Tombong Tamba in 2009; corruption 
of justice in the case of Sam Kambai, and ordering 
the kidnapping and extrajudicial killing of minors. In 
exile in Equatorial Guinea at the time of release of 
this publication. 

Yahya JARJUE (alias “Selfa”): Former superintendent 
of Mile 2 Prison. Accused of arbitrary detention of 
Balo Kanteh. 

Malick JATTA: Member of the death squad team “the 
Junglers”. Accused of torture of Alagie Gaye in 2011. 
Arrested in February 2017 and released in August 
2019 from detention following recommendation 
from then Minister of Justice and Attorney General 
Abubacarr Tambadou 

Yahya JATTA: Staff Sergeant in the GAF. Accused of 
arbitrary detention of Ebou Sanyang in 2016.

Lamin Babadinding JOBARTEH: NIA officer in 1996. 
Accused of being present during the torture of Omar 
Dampha in 1996, and torture, sexual assault, and 
arbitrary detention of Balo Kanteh in 1996.

Edrisa JOBE (alias “Alagie Morr): NIA officer. Accused 
of torture, arbitrary detention, unlawful interrogation 
and obtaining false statements and confessions of 
Sam Kambai in 2007 and arbitrary arrest, unlawful 
interrogation, and obtaining false statements and 
confessions from Sillah Bah Samateh in 2010. 
Reported to be in Scotland at the time of release of 
this publication.3

Pa Modou KHAN: Prison officer in Mile 2 Prison. 
Accused of torture of Omar Dampha.

Musa KINTEH: NIA officer in 2007. Accused of 
torture, arbitrary detention, unlawful interrogation 
and obtaining false statements and confessions 
from Sam Kambai in 2007.

Numo KUJABI: Former Director General of the 
NIA. Accused of participating in kidnapping and 
extrajudicial killing of minors and arbitrary arrest of 
Lang Tombong Tamba in 2009. Deceased in 2014. 

Sillah KUJABI: Soldier in the GAF. Accused of 
arbitrary detention of Ebou Sanyang in 2016.

Joe MENDY: NIA officer in 1996. Accused of torture, 
sexual assault, and arbitrary detention of Balo 
Kanteh in 1996.

(No first name given) JANGUM: Head of Military 
Police Yundum Barracks in 2016. Accused of torture 
and arbitrary detention of Ebou Sanyang in 2016. 
According to witness testimony currently officer 
commander at Farafenni Barracks.

2In the 5th session of the TRRC Duta Kamaso mentioned one Nfally Jabang who she accused of being a member of the 
Junglers.
3See The Trumpet, 12th March 2020, Who is Alagie Morr?

https://trumpet.gm/2020/03/12/who-is-alagie-morr-a-bully-and-sadistic-notorious-torturer/
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Shygle NYASSI: Soldier in the GAF in 2016. Accused 
of arbitrary detention of Ebou Sanyang in 2016.

Manga PLUMBER: Prison officer. Accused of torture 
of Omar Dampha.

Harry SAMBOU: NIA officer in 1996, later shuffled 
around various ministries before serving a brief stint 
as Director General of the NIA in 2006. Accused of 
torture of Omar Dampha and torture and arbitrary 
detention of Balo Kanteh in 1996.

(No first name given) SANNEH: Captain in the GAF 
in 2016. Accused of arbitrary detention of Ebou 
Sanyang in 2016.

Abdoulie SANNEH: Serekunda police officer in 
2016. Accused of arbitary arrest and detention of 
26 opposition political members in 2016.

Samsudeen SARR: Deputy army commander in 
1996. Accused of torture of Balo Kanteh in 1996. 

Ousman SONKO: Former IGP and Minister of Interior 
(2000 to 2016). Accused of unlawful interrogation 
of MA Bah in 2006. Detained in Switzerland and 
under investigation by Swiss authorities for crimes 
against humanity, including rape, at the time of 
release of this publication. 

Yankuba SONKO: Former IGP from 2010-2014 
and again from 2015-2017. Accused of arbitrary 
detention of UDP supporters in 2016. Minister of 
Interior at the time of release of this publication. 

Batch Samba SOWE: NIA officer in 2011. Accused 
of being present during torture of Alagie Gaye in 
2011.

J SOWE: Police commissioner in 2016. Accused of 
arbitrary arrest of UDP supporters in 2016.

Lang Tombong TAMBA: Chief of Defence Staff from 
2006 to 2009. Accused of unlawful interrogation of 
MA Bah in 2006, arbitray arrest of Sam Kambai, 
and confessed to corruption of justice in the case 
of Sam Kambai.

Wandifa (no surname mentioned): Prison officer. 
Accused of torture of Omar Dampha.

No first or surname mentioned (alias “Ninja”): NIA 
officer. Accused of torture and arbitrary detention of 
Balo Kanteh in 1996.
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MANDINKA
ENGLISH
WOLOF

WITNESS NAME: Sam KAMBAI4

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 7th December 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The 1994 coup d’état; the 
unlawful arrest of the witness in 2007, his unlawful 
interrogation and torture before a panel at the NIA 
and his subsequent tortures, his arbitrary detention 
at Bambadinka, his transfer to Mile 2 Prison, his court 
proceedings, his release, relocation to Senegal and return 
to The Gambia after 4 months, and his reinstatement in 
The Gambia National Army

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Sergeant in the 
Presidential Guard

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Protected the President 
and State House from the coup plotters in 1994; 
unlawfully arrested, arbitrarily detained and tortured in 
2007

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Warrant Officer 
Class 2

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Sam Kambai began his testimony by describing his 
schooling in Bakau and how he joined the Gendarmerie 
in 1990. In July 1994, he testified, he was posted at 
State House with the Presidential Guard. According to 
the witness, on 20th July Musa Jammeh told the witness 
about the coup plot when he collected the soldiers from 
Fajara Barracks to take to State House.  

The next day he was a part of the convoy sent to escort 
then President Dawda Jawara from the airport to the State 

House. As he was carrying out that task, he recalled 
seeing Yahya Jammeh being disarmed by members 
of the Gendarmerie. He told the Commission that as 
he passed him Yahya Jammeh said to him something 
along the lines of “you are ready today.”

On 22nd July 1994, Sam Kambai recalled seeing 
Yahya Jammeh and Edward Singhateh together after 
Lang Tombong Tamba gave the soldiers at State 
House orders to stand down. The witness and the 
Commission laughed together as he explained how 
he teased Yahya Jammeh and received an insult in 
return. The witness then stated that in his opinion the 
Presidential Guard would have been able to defend 
State House “if everyone did their responsibility, they 
would not have even able to get to the Denton Bridge, 
much more passing it.” 

The Lead Counsel questioned the witness on his 
opinion regarding Suwareh5, who was his superior at 
the time, and who had previously told the TRRC that 
on that day he believed it would have been a disaster 
if they had tried to fight back. 

The witness clearly expressed 
his disagreement, responding “the 
army and the police, the government 
pays them to sacrifice and defend 

the country. And if nothing else, but 
their country. And if it is worth it for 

them to die for it, then so be it.”
Later in the testimony the Chair paused the witness 
and asked for a bit of clarification on how exactly 
the American soldiers had escorted President Dawda 
Jawara from the State House on the day of the 1994 
coup. The witness explained that the American 
soldiers did not carry any weapons and did not force 
Dawda Jawara into their custody.

Moving on, the Lead Counsel asked about the witness’ 
arrest in 2007. Sam Kambai explained that he was 
posted as Guard Commander at Bamba Tenda when 
his adjutant Lieutenant Baldeh informed him that he 

4Sam Kambai’s name was mentioned in TRRC Digest Edition 17 as a survivor but was misspelled “Kambie.” We 
apologise for the error.
5Likely Amadou Suwareh. See TRRC Digest Edition 1 pages 8 – 9.
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was to report to Army Headquarters. Lieutenant Baldeh 
speculated that the witness was being called in regard 
to the United Nations civilian police, CIVPOL mission in 
East Timor.

When Sam Kambai left Lieutenant 
Baldeh’s office, there was a pickup 
truck with three regimental police 
officers waiting outside for him. 

He boarded the vehicle and they took him to the Chief of 
Defence Staff, CDS, Lang Tombong Tamba’s office. After 
waiting outside the CDS’s office with Colonel SP Mendy 
for a long time he tried to go home, but Colonel Falang 
insisted he wait for the head of military intelligence, Bo 
Baaji, who was on his way.

When Bo Baaji arrived, the witness continued, he spent 
a bit of time in the CDS’s office before announcing it 
was time to go. When the witness asked where they 
were going, Bo Baaji assured him that they were just 
going to the National Intelligence Agency, NIA to clear 
up some things regarding his CIVPOL mission. Sam 
Kambai revealed to the Commission that nothing about 
his CIVPOL mission ever came up during his time at the 
NIA, and he suspected they used the CIVPOL angle as a 
means of securing his easy cooperation.

Sam Kambai explained that he was made to wait at the 
NIA until the evening before being taken to Bambadinka6 

by Musa Kinteh. He was kept in Bambadinka from around 
8 pm until 2 am when Lamin Darboe, Musa Kinteh and 
one other individual handcuffed him and took him in front 
of a panel of about 20 individuals.

The panel consisted of members of the police force 
and NIA. Edrisa Jobe, also known as Alagie Morr, told 
the witness “Bo has sacrificed you,” but would not give 
him any further information aside from demanding the 
witness sign a statement. When the witness demanded 
to know what the statement said, Alagie Morr responded 
they would not tell him, after which the witness refused 
to sign the statement. He confirmed that he had not 
been given a lawyer at any stage in his interrogation. 

Afterwards Alagie Morr ordered him to undress, and 
when he resisted Musa Kinteh and Lamin Darboe 
attempted to force him. They knocked his legs out 
from underneath him, and at some point during the 
altercation Sam Kambai was struck on the side 
of his head and he fainted. Pausing his testimony, 
Sam Kambai took a moment to show his scar to the 
Commission. 

The witness then recalled that when 
he regained consciousness, he was 
handcuffed and completely naked. 
He recalled quickly realising that he was beaten during 
the time he was unconscious because his entire 
body was bloody. He lay prone on the ground for 30 
minutes before Bo Baaji showed up and left the room 
to discuss with Musa Kinteh. Sam Kambai overheard 
Bo Baaji says “this was not the agreement” before 
they left the room. When asked why he believed Bo 
Baaji would say that Sam Kambai speculated that 
Bo Baaji might not have agreed with the beatings 
he received, but he was definitely complicit in the 
circumstances of his arrest.

Alagie Morr ordered the witness to be taken back down 
to Bambadinka. He was still completely naked and 
was detained there for three days. He was left alone 
on the first day, but the second day Musa Kineth and 
Lamin Darbore put him in handcuffs and took him out 
of his cell. The witness became very emotional as 
he retold the events of that night. Musa Kinteh put a 
plastic bag over his head the moment he exited his 
cell, and they let him out to the back of the building. 
Sam Kambai explained the situation, saying “I was 
tortured seriously.“ He was still completely naked, 
and they gave him his undershirt to use as a rag for 
his bleeding. While they were beating him, they kept 
telling him “Sarge, just sign the document,” yet he 
claimed he was shown no statement nor described 
its contents. He refused to sign and was taken back 
to Bambadinka.

6A notorious cell at NIA Headquarters used for political dissidents. Bambadinka means “the crocodiles lair” in 
the Mandinka language.
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Sam Kambai was then questioned about his third 
day at the NIA. Both he and the Lead Counsel 
agreed there were certain elements that would be 
kept confidential. On the third day, Sam Kambai 
recalled being taken for torture once again, but he 
did not allow it to last long. He was severely injured 
from his previous beatings, so when Musa Kineth 
told him to sign the statement he agreed, despite 
not knowing its contents. 

The witness told the Commission 
that he signed because he did not 
think he would have been able to 

survive any more beatings.
The day after he signed the statement, Sam Kambai 
continued, he was taken to a military hospital 
for medical treatment, before being returned to 
Bambadinka for another three weeks. During his 
time in Bambadinka, Sam Kambai was joined by 
another detainee, Kemo Conteh, who had also been 
tortured. For the first three days after his arrest, 
he testified, he was not fed at all, and survived on 
water smuggled by a sympathetic officer identified 
as Mamburay. He was not given any money to buy 
food, access to a lawyer, or allowed to contact his 
family. After three weeks in detention Sam Kambai, 
Kemo Conteh, Kebba Secka, and Mumin Baleh were 
taken to Mile 2 Prison. At that time Sam Kambai 
was still not privy to the details of his arrest and 
detention, or even shown any documents authorising 
his detention at Mile 2 Prison.

The witness told the Commission he remained in 
Mile 2 for two years before being charged with six 
counts of terrorism alongside Kebba Secka, Mumin 
Baldeh, and Kemo Conteh and a group of Casamance 
rebels7 he had never met before. During his trial the 
judge asked him about the witness statement he 
signed. The witness had kept the bloody undershirt 
he used at the NIA on the advice of Wassa Camara 
and presented it along with his scars as evidence of 
coercion. The judge believed him, and the witness 
was acquitted of all charges against him and 
discharged from Mile 2 Prison.

Moving on, Sam Kambai explained that one year and 
two months into his detention Bo Baaji came to see 
him and informed him that he had been promoted 
from Sergeant to Staff Sergeant and was being given 
a raise. Soon after his wife started receiving his 
salary. Sam Kambai agreed that it was not normal 
for prison detainees to be promoted in the service.

Once he was acquitted of the charges and released, 
he was advised by a friend to leave the country. The 
witness agreed, and went to Senegal for medical 
treatment. He remained there for four months 
before he got a call from his wife who told him that 
they were soldiers harassing her and looking for 
him. He decided to return to The Gambia against 
the wishes of his family who worried for his life. He 
still returned however, because he did not want to 
put his wife in further danger. Upon his arrival he 
surrendered himself and announced his retirement. 
He was not charged with desertion but was taken to 
the intelligence officers at Banjul headquarters and 
told to write an apology letter to Yahya Jammeh.

Sam Kambai refused to apologise but agreed to 
write a letter explaining the situation. He received 
a response letter two weeks later and in that letter, 
which was read to him by Colonel Hina Sambou, 
Yahya Jammeh offered his own apology and ordered 
Sam Kambai be reinstated and paid full benefits. 
Colonel Hina Sambou told him “in the next two or 
three weeks, you come back here, and we take care 
of all the issues on this letter and then we will check 
where to deploy you to.” When the witness returned, 
he was told that the letter had been lost. In the end 
the witness was reinstated and returned to work.

That was the end of Lead Counsel’s questioning, 
so the Chair passed the floor to the Deputy Chair. 
She requested clarification of how long the witness 
was detained at the NIA, and he responded that he 
was there between 2 to 3 weeks. Imam Jallow then 
asked if the witness believed that Dawda Jawara 
had been coerced by the American soldiers to leave 
with them.  The witness said that he did not hear the 
conversation that transpired between Dawda Jawara 
and the American soldiers.

7Likely a reference to the Mouvement des Forces Démocratiques de Casamance, MFDC, a separatist group in the 
neighbouring Casamance region of Senegal.
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Imam Jallow followed up by questioning if Sam Kambai 
believed the coup would have been successful if Dawada 
Jawara never left. Sam Kambai said it would have been 
very ugly. If Dawda Jawara had stayed, maybe he himself 
would not have been alive to speak to them. 

Commissioner Kah wanted to know what Alagie Morr 
meant by “Bo sacrificed you.” The witness explained that 
the sacrifice was the predicament he was dragged into. 
He revealed that when Bo Baaji went to visit him at Mile 
2 Prison, he was Director General of the NIA, and it was 
at that time he realised that Bo Baaji had traded the 
witness’s freedom for his own career advancement. The 
witness also revealed that Bo Baaji never apologised to 
him or even admitted his full responsibility in the matter. 
Commissioner Kah’s final question was about the state 
of the witnesses’ health, to which the witness answered 
that he was managing. 

Commissioner Samba inquired as to when the witness 
realised his salary had increased. He informed her that 
his wife was the one who first told him two years and 
some months after he was charged. She then asked if 
everyone on the panel was comfortable leaving him naked 
while he was in Bambadinka, to which he responded that 
he believed the members of the panel were responsible 
for his treatment on the first day but not the second or 
the third. Lastly, she asked to witness how many children 
he had, and he answered six.

Finally, Imam Sey asked Sam Kambai about his sojourn in 
Senegal and his detention at Mile 2 Prison. The witness 
explained that he went to Ndarr, Senegal for treatment 
but was unable to receive it because he could not afford 
it. He returned to The Gambia after four months and was 
in Mile 2 Prison for four years and eight months. 

For his final remarks, Sam Kambai warned Gambians 
about the dangers of false accusations and urged them 
to tell the truth, but he became too emotional to continue. 
The Lead Counsel and the Chair allowed him to end it 
there and thanked him for his testimony.

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary arrest (Sam Kambai in 2007)

Bo Baaji, Lang Tombong Tamba

Arbitrary detention, unlawful interrogation and 
obtaining false statements and confessions, and 
torture (of Sam Kambai in 2007)

Musa Kinteh, Lamin Darboe, Edrisa Jobe (alias Alagie 
Morr)
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WITNESS NAME: Sillah Bah Samateh 

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 7th & 8th December 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Witness’s arrest on drug dealing 
charges, detention at NIA Headquarters.

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S):  N/A

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Accused of drug dealing 
on behalf of Yahya Jammeh.

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Businessman

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

The witness began his testimony by explaining he was 
born in 1965 and grew up moving around The Gambia 
and later through Europe. In 2010, while living in The 
Gambia, Sillah Bah Samateh was invited by the police for 
questioning at Kotu Police Station. He spent the night at 
the station, and was transferred to Banjul Police Station 
the next day. He remembered being accused of being a 
drug dealer along with Ensa Badjie8 and a few others, but 
he was not officially charged with a crime. After his brief 
stint at Banjul Police Station he was allowed to go home. 

Around six months later, the witness continued, a group 
of men including Edrisa Jobe, also known as Alagie Morr, 
and Lamin Darboe came to his compound to arrest him 
a second time. The witness remembered them telling 
him they were there on executive orders, and they 
were instructed to take him to the National Intelligence 
Agency, NIA in Banjul. Neither of the men explained to 
the witness what an executive order meant or even who 
exactly the order had come from, but he left with them 
anyway because he knew he had no choice. Describing 
the reputation of the NIA at the time, the witness told the 
Commission “the type of power they wielded, throughout 
my life in this world I have never seen anybody wielding 
that kind of power.”

At the NIA, Sillah Bah Samateh divulged, he was accused 
of selling drugs along with the then Commander of Police 
Ensa Badjie in President Yahya Jammeh’s name. The 
witness described how he was brought in front of a panel, 
which included Omar Cham and Alagie Morr amongst 
others. The accusation was levelled and he was told that 
Ensa Badjie, Pa Matarr Secka, and Kuluteh Manneh were 

his suppliers. The witness denied the accusations, 
and he recalled Omar Cham getting very upset and 
cursing at him for doing so.

The witness was then removed from the interrogation 
room and taken to Louis Gomez’s office. Omar Cham, 
who followed the witness with two others, threatened 
him he would never see his family again. According 
to the witness, Omar Cham then sprayed an aerosol 
into the room before quickly leaving with two men. 

The spray rendered Sillah Bah 
Samateh unconscious and he 

remained that way until the 
following day when he woke up in 

Mile 2 Prison.
A few days later, he was taken back to the NIA and 
brought in front of another panel consisting of, among 
others, Omar Cham, Lamin Darboe, and Alagie Morr. 
Pa Matarr Secka, Kuluteh Manneh, and Ensa Badjie 
were also in attendance. The witness was once 
again accused of drug dealing, which he immediately 
denied. At some point during his interrogation, the 
witness recalled Omar Cham telling him “You are 
going to say what we want to hear. If you don’t say 
that, there is nothing in this world which can take you 
away from this place.“

When the Lead Counsel asked Sillah Bah Samateh if 
anything else happened to him that day, the witness 
responded in the negative. The Lead Counsel replied 
that this was at odds with the statement he had 

8Ensa Badjie was Inspector General of Police, IGP, from June 2008 to March 2010. See TRRC Digest Edition 10 
pages 41- 58.
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previously provided the TRRC investigators. The Lead 
Counsel said Sillah Bah Samateh had previously told 
them after his second interrogation he was taken to 
Louis Gomez’s office and pressured and threatened to 
become state witness by Louis Gomez and Alagie Morr.

The witness said that those interactions did in fact occur, 
but he was not sure during which of his interrogations 
they took place. Lead Counsel kept on pressing, and 
Sillah Bah Samateh responded, “these things did not 
happen today, it did not happen yesterday, this happened 
many years ago.”

“And I went for treatment for seven 
good years so that I can forget what 
happened to me. Because I knew 
that if I hadn’t undergone that kind of 
treatment, I would not have been sitting 
here today to talk to you”.
Lead Counsel continued reading off of the witness’ 
statement and asked about an interaction Sillah Bah 
Samateh had with the head of the NIA Numo Kujabi where 
he said “Mr. Samateh, if you want peace for yourself, what 
those people tell you, do that.” Lead Counsel explained 
to the witness that his statement made it seem as if 
the exchanges he had with Omar Cham, Numo Kujabi, 
Louis Gomez, and Alagie Morr all happened in tandem. 
The witness confirmed the validity of each individual 
conversation, but he admitted he could not remember 
them happening together in one place. 

During his detention, the witness continued, he was 
repeatedly subject to violent threats from Omar Cham. 
Apparently, he told the witness they would cut his body 
into pieces and throw them in the sea. He would also 
often threaten to rape and assault Sillah Bah Samateh’s 
wife. 

At first, the witness was reluctant to discuss the 
specifics, but he later described an incident where Omar 
Cham brought his wife to the NIA, took her upstairs, 
and remained alone with her for five hours until Alagie 

Morr arrived and went to check on them. Sillah Bah 
Samateh informed the Commission that it took place 
after Omar Cham had already made threats against 
his wife. When Alagie Morr was finally able to check 
on them, he found the witness’ wife crying. Sillah 
Bah Samateh became visibly upset as he stated “I 
am sitting with a lot of pain every single day, because 
that woman, a lot of things happened to her. A lot of 
things happened to my family.”

The next day the witness again narrated how during 
his first interrogation the accusations were brought 
against him and how Omar Cham threatened him to 
tell him what they wanted. He was then removed from 
the interrogation room and taken to Louis Gomez’s 
office. Alagie Morr came in, but was immediately 
sent out by Omar Cham. Omar Cham then took a 
phone call and discussed the witness during the call. 
He slapped the witness before returning him to the 
panel with the others. 

Eventually, Sillah Bah Samateh testified, the panel 
dispersed. Later, around 1 am, he saw Ensa Badjie 
and others being escorted upstairs while he was in 
his cell. He later heard their screams of agony. In 
the morning, he was made to clean the room Ensa 
Badjie and the others were taken to. In that room, he 
found broken sticks, pipes, and bloodstains on the 
floor. After cleaning he was taken to Louis Gomez’s 
office and left alone with Omar Cham, who threatened 
him with the same treatment if he did not sign a 
statement saying Ensa Badjie, Kuluteh Manneh, and 
Pa Matarr Secka were all dealing drugs in the name 
of Yahya Jammeh.

The witness said the next day he was taken to a 
room with Omar Cham and two other men who 
forcibly stripped him naked, shoved him into a chair 
and began electrocuting him. He claimed he was 
electrocuted many times and that Omar Cham was 
involved twice. On other occasions, he would be called 
by Lamin Darboe to his office where the witness would 
be stripped, have a black bag placed over his head, 
and beaten. He testified he did not know whether 
Lamin Darboe participated in the torture, but that he 
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was definitely aware of what happened9. Nonetheless, 
the witness steadfastly refused to change his statement 
regardless of how many times he was tortured.

At some point during his detention, Sillah Bah Samateh 
testified, his four-year old son could no longer stay at 
home with his Gambian wife, so arrangements were 
made for his child to stay with him at NIA Headquarters. 
As the witness explained it, the child would spend the 
day out of the headquarters, but would be brought back 
in the evening to sleep on a mattress in the NIA waiting 
room alongside the witness. One day, Omar Cham took 
the child by the hand and led him upstairs. 

Omar Cham then came downstairs, 
alone, and told the witness if he 

refused to do as they demanded, “you 
will never see your child again”.

Moving on, Sillah Bah Samateh told the Commission 
that one day a soldier from the State Guard named Nfally 
Jabang gave him a box and asked him to take the box 
to Numo Kujabi’s office. When the box was placed on 
the floor in front of the witness, he saw it moving. Nfally 
Jabang confided to the witness that the box contained 
a baby. Sillah Bah Samateh still took the box to Numo 
Kujabi in his office and left.

The second time the witness brought a box into Numo 
Kujabi’s office, he said, he actually heard the baby crying. 
Numo Kujabi sat him down and told him never to speak of 
what he was bringing to the office. On one more occasion 
he was asked by Nfally Jabang to delivered boxes to 
Numo Kujabi. Nfally Jabang was later arrested and 
detained. During his detention, Nfally Jabang revealed 
to the witness that the babies were eventually driven to 
Yahya Jammeh’s compound in Kanilai. 

Initially, he refused to publicly testify as to what Nfally 
Jabang told him about the babies’ origins and purpose. 
However, he did agree to write the information in a 
separate private statement for the Commission. When 
the Chair read the statement, he ruled that the witness 
must share the information as it was vital for the public 
to know. 

Sillah Bah Samateh explained that 
he was told the babies were acquired 
from hospitals after their mothers 
passed away during childbirth and 
after being taken to the NIA were 
then transported to Yahya Jammeh’s 
residence in Kanilai to be sacrificed. 
The witness then burst into tears and had to leave 
the room several times to calm down. When he 
came back, Lead Counsel moved on and the witness 
was asked about things he was shown while at 
the NIA, that were aimed to scare him into giving a 
new statement. Sillah Bah Samateh revealed that 
he was always made to clean up after others have 
been tortured, “for example, if some died during that 
torturing session it was me who would pack them up. 
Because sometimes they cut people, I will take those 
pieces and put it in a bag.” 

He continued, “it is me who they usually take around 
to show me parts of a human being, like a human 
head”. The witness was shown human remains a few 
times, but Omar Cham specifically did it twice and 
threatened the witness saying “if you refuse to tell us 
what we need, we will do the same thing to you.” Sillah 
Bah Samateh went further saying, “I have seen pieces 
of human flesh; I saw human hands which were cut 
off. I’ve seen people whose eyes were removed from 
their sockets. There is nothing I have not witnessed 
at the NIA.”

Eventually, Sillah Bah Samateh 
signed the false statement that the 
NIA provided him. When asked why, 
he explained, “I was between life 
and death and I was not alone. It 

was me and my child.” 

9The witness initially mentioned “Bombardier” being present in these sessions, but when the Lead Counsel 
pointed out that Kawsu Camara, a Jungler known by the name “Bombardier” was in prison at the time, the witness 
said he could not confirm this was the man who tortured him.
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After signing the statement, he began going to court. 
Lamin Darboe and Director of Public Prosecutions, DPP, 
Chenge coached him on what to say during his trial. 
Sillah Bah Samateh never completed his trial, however. 
After paying a bribe of more than 1 million dalasi to 
DPP Chenge the witness was posted on bail, which his 
younger sister paid. 

The witness narrated how after being released on bail 
he fled the country, taking the back road to Dakar. When 
it was discovered he escaped, he claimed, his younger 
sister Jankeh Samateh was arrested and detained at the 
NIA and Mile 2 Prison for 11 months. Sillah Bah Samateh 
informed the Commission that his assets had been 
seized upon his arrest, but after he was able to return to 
The Gambia he went to court and was granted his original 
assets along with the compound that was used for his 
bail. The Lead Counsel had no more questions for the 
witness and passed the floor to the Chair. 

In response to a question from the Chair, Sillah Bah 
Samateh stressed that he had never met Yahya Jammeh 
and had only ever seen him on TV. He also explained that 
aside from the brief chat regarding the babies, he never 
sat down and discussed anything with Numo Kujabi. He 
affirmed he received the information regarding the baby 
sacrifices directly from Nfally Jabang. 

The Deputy Chair then asked where the witness would 
take his son while he was cleaning the torture sites. 
The witness explained once his son became used to 
the security guards, he would leave him with them. She 
then asked if his son had seen any of the dismembered 
body parts he was made to clean up and the witness 
responded he was not sure because although he would 
try to keep him away, sometimes his son would follow 
him.

When Commissioner Samba asked why Sillah Bah 
Samateh was allowed to bring his child to the NIA the 
witness answered that it was part of Louis Gomez’s offer 
and that he was also given a laptop and a telephone. She 
then asked if anyone ever looked for the babies that were 
scarified or if the families were informed. The witness 
told her that he had no way of knowing because he was 
not there. 

In response to a question from Commissioner Bojang, 
the witness explained that he was only detained at 
Mile 2 Prison for one day before he became very 
sick and was taken to the Royal Victoria Teaching 
Hospital. After he got better, he was taken back to 
the NIA where he remained. In response to Imam 
Jallow, the witness once again stressed that he 
never had any contact with Yahya Jammmeh and that 
he had no idea how he ended up getting involved. 
Imam Sey was the last person to ask a question, 
and he wanted to know where the witness’ child went 
after the witness escaped the country. The witness 
explained that since his child was a European citizen, 
he took him with him.

Sillah Bah Samateh began his final remarks by 
thanking the Commission. He then explained 
that it was difficult for him to come in front of the 
Commission because most of his family is not 
Gambian, and he was afraid that upon hearing his 
testimony they would think that Gambia was a bad 
place and never want to come be with him. He then 
pleaded for help to make sure that what happened in 
Gambia never happens again, and with that he ended 
his testimony.
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Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary arrest (of Sillah Bah Samateh in 2010)

Edrisa Jobe (Alagie Morr) and Lamin Darboe 

Unlawful interrogation (of Sillah Bah Samateh in 2010)

Omar Cham, Edrisa Jobe (Alagie Morr), and Lamin Darboe

Obtaining false statements and confessions (of Sillah 
Bah Samateh)

Omar Cham, Edrisa Jobe (Alagie Morr), Lamin Darboe, 
Louis Gomez, and Chenge

Torture (of Sillah Bah Samateh)

Omar Cham and Lamin Darboe

Cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment (of Sillah Bah 
Samateh)

Omar Cham

Participating in kidnapping and extrajudicial killing (of 
minors)

Nfally Jabang, Numo Kujabi and Yahya Jammeh
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WITNESS NAME: Omar Dampha

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 8th December 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The witness’ career in The 
Gambia National Army, enlistment in Liberian rebel 
forces, return to The Gambia and attack on the Farafenni 
Camp in 1996, escape to Senegal, deportation to The 
Gambia, arrest and torture at the NIA, and detention 
at Bambadinka, transfer to Mile 2 Prisons, court 
proceedings, further torture at Mile 2 Prisons, eventual 
release

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Rebel

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Gambian soldier, travelled 
to fight in Liberia’s civil war, launched attack on The 
Gambia, arrested, tortured and detained.

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Omar Joof Dampha, also known as John Dampha, told 
the Commission he joined the Gambian national army in 
1984 where he served until he was discharged in 1990. 
After leaving the army his nephew Dodou Sanyang told 
him a man who identified as Mr. Manneh was looking to 
hire ex-servicemen for his hospital in Ivory Coast. The 
witness revealed that he later came to learn Mr Manneh’s 
real name was Kukoi Samba Sanyang10. 

Omar Dampha agreed to join, and along with Swandi 
Camara (who he later identified as a recruiting agent), 
MM Colley, the late Dawda Nyassi, and the late Lamin 
Darboe. travelled overland through Senegal, Mali, to 
Burkina Faso. They waited in Ouagadougou for two weeks 

before they boarded a plane – according to the 
witness alongside Charles Taylor and his bodyguards 
– and flew to the border of Ivory Coast and Liberia.

Giving a little context, the Lead Counsel established 
that the rebel group the National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia, NPFL, launched the Liberian civil war from 
Nimba County on the border of Liberia and Ivory 
Coast in 1989 by Charles Taylor. The witness 
confirmed that he was there one year after the groups 
official founding in 1990. After landing, he said, they 
travelled south to Bong county, where “bullets were 
raining down like how rain comes from the sky,” to the 
house of a Gambian man named Yankuba Samateh, 
known as General Yanks or just Smythe.

They were then taken to a place called CARI11 where 
they met Mustapha Gibba, also known as Mustapha 
Macaroni. After spending a few days there, a man 
called General Abdoulie Bah showed up and informed 
them that he was Kukoi Samba Sanyang’s deputy. 
General Abdoulie Bah told Mustapha Gibba they 
must all move to Buchanan in Grand Bassa. He later 
suggested the Gambians were moved to Grand Bassa 
because they were not well known or fully trusted by 
the NPFL.

When asked if he willingly enlisted in the NPFL, the 
witness replied that he could not refuse because 
he was already there and there were a number of 
Gambians in positions of power during the war. He 
listed how a Colonel Nfamara Colley was responsible 
for the training in Nimba County and General Jallow 
(who’s real name was Mustapha Sanynag or Sanneh) 
in charge of Lofa County. Two months later, Kukoi 
Samba Sanyang, who he said was only known as 
Dr Manneh in Liberia, arrived from Ghana and Omar 
Dampha finally set eyes on him. 

Kukoi Samba Sanyang met with 
the Gambians in Grand Bassa and 
told them to help Charles Taylor in 
the short term, but that when they 
were ready they would return to 

The Gambia.   

10Kukoi Samba Sanyang led an unsuccessful coup attempt against the government of Dawda Jawara in 1981.
11This could be the Central Agricultural Research Institute, CARI, located in Bong County since 1980.



21|

The Gambian recruits were then moved to Cobra Base12 
with Charles Taylors advance team before they attacked 
Monrovia. The witness denied that Foday Sanko was also 
at the base. According to the witness, they – him, Dodou 
Sangyang, late Dodou Sangyang, late Dawda Nyassi, MM 
Colley, late Lamin Darboe and Swandi Camara – were 
asked to take over the training at the base. 

The witness then went into a rambling digression of how 
it was really the Economic Community of West African 
States Monitoring Group, ECOMOG, who triggered the 
attack on Monrovia by Charles Taylors forces in 1992. 
After detailing the towns the rebels took, the Lead Counsel 
suggested that there were Gambian troops among the 
ECOMOG forces who were injured in that fighting. The 
witness disputed the claim, saying the Gambians in 
ECOMOG were not involved in actually fighting. He 
also said that in 1992 when the Ghanaian troops in 
ECOMOG took Buchanan they found the documents of 
the Gambians in Liberia which publicised the presence 
of Gambians among the rebels. 

As the war progressed, Omar Dampha recounted, Charles 
Taylor began to distrust his own troops and brought 
the Gambians even closer. He specifically mentioned 
an instance where eight of the Liberian generals burnt 
Charles Taylors mansion while he was attending peace 
talks in Ghana. After this the rebel leader made the 
Gambians his personal body guard, put them in charge of 
guarding the executive mansion, and appointed Yankuba 
Samateh his ambassador to Libya. However, while the 
Gambians enjoyed significant privileges, the witness said 
they were tired and insinuated they missed home.

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to narrate how 
he returned to The Gambia. The witness later said that 
Charles Taylor himself told them to return to The Gambia 
after Yahya Jammeh’s coup, saying that they had wanted 
had come to pass. He also mentioned that at some 
point before leaving Sheriff Ba Jobe, Baba Jobe’s younger 
brother, warned him that Kukoi Samba Sanyang would 
betray them back in The Gambia,  but he did not heed 
his warnings. He also added that he saw Casamance 
rebels13 come all the way to Liberia to speak with Kukoi 
Samba Sanyang.

To facilitate their return, Kukoi Samba Sanyang 
gave them Senegalese identification papers. One 
in Senegal they were divided into two groups, in 
Tambacounda and Kaolack where they were joined by 
other former soldiers. 

The witness clarified they were now 
supposed to assist Kukoi Samba 
Sanyang in his quest to overthrow 
Yahya Jammeh after his previous 

attempts to overthrow Dawda 
Jawara had failed.

However, Omar Dampha continued, the group in 
Tamabacounda group were apprehended, so in 
November 1996 the witness’ group left Kaolack 
bound for Farafenni. His group included himself, 
Sulayman Sarr, Essa Baldeh, Kabiro Demba, late 
Abdoulie Sonko, Balo Kanteh, Karamo Gibba, Kebba 
Sano, and the late Yahya Drammeh. They had guns, 
but their weapons were not that good because they 
had been manufactured by local blacksmiths.

Although they had only two local guns, they also had 
their extensive fighting experience from Liberia and 
were basically trained mercenaries. The witness said 
he had also been stationed at Farafenni Camp twice 
and knew his way around. One night they approached 
the sentry guard smoking at the back gate. When the 
guard saw the insurgents, he threw his gun down and 
ran away. They then broke into the armoury and stole 
weaponry including AK-47s and one RPG. 

They captured the rest of the camp 
and arrested Captain Beram Saine 
before daybreak, after which they 

put all of the stolen weapons into a 
vehicle and drove to Bao Bolong.

12The Cobra Unit was a notorious militia associated with Charles Taylor during the Liberian civil war and were said 
to have a base in Gbatala. See Saylt – Charles Taylor Trial for transcripts from the trial of Charles Taylor before 
the Sepcial Court for Sierra Leone.
13 The Mouvement des Forces Démocratiques de Casamance, MFDC, is a separatist movement in the Senegalese 
region of Casamance adjacent to The Gambia. It still formally exists but is no longer the movement it once was.

https://charles-taylor.sayit.mysociety.org/about
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At Bao Bolong, the witness’ group ran into Peter Singateh 
and his men. A shootout took place but from what the 
witness saw, nobody died, and he did not even shoot his 
gun. All of the soldiers dispersed, and the witness and 
Essa Baldeh ended up manoeuvring through the bush 
and hid there overnight. They managed to cross back into 
Senegal but they had to throw all of their weapons away 
before crossing the border.

Omar Dampha explained that two people from his group, 
Balo Kanteh and Sulayman Sarr, were shot while one 
person, Karamo Gibba, ran away, meaning that six of 
them remained on the run. The witness and Essa Baldeh 
travelled together through Senegal trying to find a safe 
place. He was put in contact with several men including 
Dodou Badjie who warned him there was a prize out for 
their capture. They were planning on meeting up with 
Yustapha Sillah in Dakar but they realised that there 
were National Intelligence Agency officers, NIA, already 
waiting for them there they quickly left.

Omar Dampha and Essa Baldeh came across a marabout 
who directed them to a two-story building. After entering, 
Omar Dampha and Essa Baldeh saw a very fair lady, who 
the witness said was a spy. They were apprehended mere 
minutes later. Omar Dampha speculated that they were 
easily identified because Yustapha Sillah – the one that 
tried to turn them into the Senegalese NIA in the first 
place – had provided descriptions of their disguises.

After that they were arrested and dragged to the local 
police station. At first the witness attempted to deny any 
involvement in the incident at Farafenni Camp but when 
it became clear the police knew they were lying, he tried 
to bargain with them to allow himself and Essa Baldeh 
24 hours to leave Senegal. The request was refused, and 
the witness and Essa Baldeh were immediately deported 
to The Gambia. 

On their way back, they were joined by Sulayman 
Sarr. When they landed at the airport, Omar Dampha 
remembered there being a huge crowd waiting to watch 
them be taken to the NIA. The three of them were stripped 
naked, handcuffed behind their backs, and taken to a 
cell called Bambadinka. The soldiers at the NIA did not 
take well to them and would put their pistols through the 

holes in the cell and threaten to shoot them. Some 
of them even said “you are lucky. If Sanna Sabally was 
here, he would have killed you.” 

In the morning, they were taken to a different cell 
where they spent two days. Three days after their 
arrival at the NIA they were paraded on television. 
During his television appearance, the witness 
confessed to what he had done plainly. The witness 
told the Commission that it was after their television 
appearance that the NIA “started the work”.

Omar Dampha testified that they were severely 
tortured. He described how they would be handcuffed 
behind their backs, sat on the floor, and electrocuted 
using car battery chargers. The torturers would then 
beat them until they were tired and take them 
back to their cells. The witness identified some of 
his assaulters as Foday Barry, Salamina Drammeh 
and Harry Sambou14. He added that Babadinding 
Jobarteh15 never actually tortured him but witnessed 
it all. 

He said he was electrocuted on 
a daily basis, and that they were 

tortured even after his public 
confession “out of wickedness.”

The witness also revealed that he did not bathe the 
entire time he was detained at the NIA. He was only 
given one opportunity to bathe but they would not 
let him remove his handcuffs, so he refused and was 
taken back to his cell. Omar Dampha was detained 
at the NIA from November until January, when he was 
moved to Mile 2 Prison. When he arrived at his cell 
the planks that were to be used as a bed and the 
mosquito net were removed to make the conditions 
even harsher for them. He was given a 20 Litre gallon 
container to use as a restroom. 

The witness informed the Commission of a practice 
at Mile 2 called Kunta Kinteh, which referred 
putting a detainee in shackles akin to those used 
by Europeans on Africans. He claimed he was kept 
for around three months without the shackles being 
unlocked.

14Harry Sambou testified before the TRRC on 26th January 2021.
15Lamin Babadinding Jobarteh testified before the TRRC on 11th February 2021.
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The Lead Counsel asked the witness if he was ever 
tortured at Mile 2 Prison and the witness responded 
that they nearly killed him there. He identified some 
of his torturers to be “Sefla” Yahya Jarju, Modou Lamin 
Ceesay, Manga Plumber, Wandifa, Pa Modou Khan and 
“Jah Guide” Omar Colley, who never tortured him but was 
present and complicit. They were beaten at least once 
every week and the witness told the Commission that he 
believed they were beating them for their own pleasure 
and not on the orders of anyone else.

When asked how many times he 
was beaten in Mile 2 Prison, Omar 
Dampha responded “nobody can 

count that my brother”. 
Omar Dampha went on to reveal that they remained 
shackled for most of their first two years. In fact, during 
their time going back-and-forth from Mile 2 Prison to 
court, school children would wait by the side of the road 
to see them in their desolate state with their clothes 
torn, shoeless, and chains clinking.

According to the witness they were tortured every time 
they had a court appearance. They would force them to 
lie down on the back of a truck knowing that the heat 
from the sun would burn their stomachs on the journey 
there and back, and when they returned to Mile 2 Prison 
they would be kicked and slapped until they got into the 
cells.

Omar Dampha also highlighted the fact that they arrived 
at Mile 2 Prison during January, which is the coldest 
month of the year in the Gambia, but they were not 
given blankets for six months, no matter how much they 
begged and pleaded. They were also prevented from 
communicating with their loved ones. The first time 
they were able to contact their families was when the 
international Red Cross came to visit and helped them 
get letters out.

When it came to the trial, Omar Dampha was appointed 
two lawyers by the names of Raymond Sock and the late 
Amateh. 

They never spoke before his trial 
and Omar Dampha acknowledged 

that at that time it would have 
been impossible to find a lawyer 

to defend them because everybody 
was terrified of the government.

The witness was sentenced to death after less 
than three months of trial, making him among one 
of the first people to be sentenced to death under 
the Yahya Jammeh regime. The witness served over 
19 years of his sentence before being pardoned by 
Yahya Jammeh with the other political prisoners on 
22nd of July 2015.

As the Lead Counsel had no more questions, the 
Chair allowed the Commissioners to begin asking 
follow-up questions. Imam Sey inquired about the 
fate of the second half of the group that were left in 
Tambacounda. Omar Dampha explained that although 
they never participated in the attack at Farafenni 
Camp they were arrested in Senegal and brought to 
Mile 2 Prison. All of them were later acquitted, except 
Abdou Rahma who spent 15 years in jail and never 
had his day in court.

Commissioner Samba asked about the witness’ 
family. The witness responded that he had been 
married at the time of his arrest, but after being 
sentenced to death he told his mother 

“I have been condemned to be killed. 
I have given her her freedom. If she 
sees a man that she wants to marry, 
she can go ahead and marry.” 
He also explained that he had two kids, but one of 
them died young and he is now left with one daughter.

Commissioner Kah had two questions - what kind of 
person did the witness believe Kukoi Samba Sanyang 
to be, and how exactly did so many Gambians become 
powerful in Liberia? Omar Dampha responded that all 
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of the problems were the result of Kukoi Samba Sanyang 
and his indoctrination, and that he was not someone 
who can be trusted. As for the second question, Omar 
Dampha explained that Kukoi Samba Sanyang gained his 
power using his intelligence, while Charles Taylor got his 
power by being well respected and always being willing to 
participate in the fight instead of just delegating.

The Chair then asked how the witness knew the fair lady 
could be a spy? The witness explained that he had a 
feeling the moment he saw her and they were arrested 
as soon as she finished talking to them. The Chair’s 
second question was what motivated so many young 
Gambians to be involved in overthrowing governments 
and causing mayhem? Omar Dampha admitted that he 
knew war was not a good thing but, he strongly believed 
that Africans must rise up and try and do something 
about their situation instead of letting people fool them, 
under-develop them, and steal their resources. Lastly, the 
Chair wanted to know if the witness knew how Charles 
Taylor and Yahya Jammeh became friends. The witness 
did not know the exact details but revealed that he had 
once heard some of Charles Taylor‘s weapons were being 
stored with Yahya Jammeh.

In his final remarks Omar Dampha repeatedly urged 
Gambians to allow the TRRC to do their work to the 
best of their ability. He prayed that what happened in 
the country would never happen again and advocated for 
forgiveness. The witness stressed for unity, asking people 
to think about the country over their individual interests. 
He also advocated for prison reform and challenged 
Adama Barrow to review the cases and sentencing of 
those who have served long sentences at Mile 2 Prison.

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary arrest (of Beram Saine in 1996)

Yahya Drammeh

Torture (of Omar Dampha)

Foday Barry, Salamina Drammeh, Harry Sambou, 
Lamin Babadinding Jobarteh, Yahya Jarju, Manga 
Plumber, Pa Modou Khan, Wandifa, Momodou Lamin 
Ceesay, and Omar Colley (alias Jah Guide)
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Fatoumata Camara, a member of the opposition United Democratic Party, was arbitrarily arrested, detained and 
tortured by the NIA in April 2016 for being in the vicinity of a protest. During her eight months there she was 
tortured and threatened with death.
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Returning to his own experience, the witness told 
the Commission he was not the only Gambian to 
be captured in Libya and taken for military training. 
He listed the late Falalo Jaiteh, Karibo Dembajang, 
Demba Jallow, and Bakai Drammeh as sharing his 
fate. He trained for six months as a soldier and 
intelligence officer, although he reiterated that 
the training did not occur of his own free will. He 
insinuated that he believed if he had rejected the 
training, he would be killed. 

In 1991, Balo Kanteh continued, Kukoi Samba 
Sanyang19 came to Libya and extracted him and a 
few other Gambians. The witness alongside Kabiro 
Dembajang, Abdoulie Sonko, Swandi Camara, Kemo 
Jallow, Buba Jallow, Bamba Drammeh, and Bakai 
Drammeh, were rushed through Libya’s main airport 
onto a government jet and flown to Algiers. They spent 
the night in a room at the airport there, before being 
flown to Burkina Faso the next day. In Burkina Faso 
they met Charles Taylor, who had arrived from Liberia, 
and who the witness claimed was flown around in 
official Burkinaabe planes. At this point Kukoi Samba 
Sanyang, who had been accompanying the Gambians 
since Libya, told Charles Taylor to take them with him 
when he returned to Liberia. 

The Lead Counsel interjected to note that Kukoi 
Samba Sanyang was also known in the region as 
Dr Manneh. The witness described how they were 
flown with Charles Taylor to a secret airstrip in Ivory 
Coast where they were met by Ivorian soldiers who 
escorted Charles Taylor to the border with Liberia. At 
the border they were met by Yankuba Samateh, also 

WITNESS NAME: Balo KANTEH

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 9th December 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The witness’ military training 
in Libya and Liberia, the attempted overthrow of Yahya 
Jammeh’s government in 1996 and the attack on the 
Farafenni Barracks, the arrest of the witness and his 
colleagues, the unlawful interrogation, detention, and 
torture they endured at the NIA, his trial  and death 
sentence, events he witnessed at Mile 2 Prison, and 
impact of the event on the witness

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Rebel

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Spy, staged an overthrow 
of the Gambian government

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Cattle herder 
but currently not working due to COVID

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Aboubacarr Kanteh, better known as Balo Kanteh, was 
born in Jarra Pakalinding in 1963. He did not attend 
formal school but obtained an Islamic education. After 
being an itinerant groundnut harvester for seven years in 
The Gambia and Senegal,  he moved to Libya in 1988 to 
try to find work. At the time Libya was led by Muammar 
Gaddafi and was at war with Chad.16 The witness claimed 
that at the time it was common for people, especially 
foreigners, to be arrested and taken to military bases 
where they were forced to undergo training before being 
deployed to the front. 

When the Lead Counsel asked about “Mukhabarat base,” 
the witness corrected him that Mukhabarat17 was more 
of an intelligence agency which dealt with presidential 
affairs and military intelligence, both domestic and 
foreign. The witness explained that the Libyan Mukhabarat 
was attracting people who were on bad terms with their 
presidents and were seeking training and support to 
overthrow them. He then listed a slew of African rebel 
leaders who he claimed underwent training with the 
Mukhabarat including Idriss Déby, Charles Taylor, Kukoi 
Samba Sanyang, Foday Sankoh, Fred Rwigyema, Hussein 
Farrah Aidid and many others.18

16Between 1978 and 1987, while Chad was in the midst of civil war, Libya launched a series of incursions into Chadian territory, ostensibly over a strip 
of territory, leading to protracted conflict that brought in other regional powers.
17The Mukhabarat el-Jamhiriya was the national intelligence service of Libya.
18 All these figure were rebels (and in one case the President of Chad) who fought the national governments of Chad, Liberia, The Gambia, Sierra 
Leone, Rwanda, and Somalia, respectively. Although their presence in Libya in the early 1990s cannot be verified, there are indications they all enjoyed 
some degree of support from Muammar Ghaddafi. (cont.)
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formal schooling, something they are cunning. People 
like me who have not done any formal schooling … 
can be taken along into certain things.” 

The witness then added that at some point before 
he came back to The Gambia Sheriff Ba Jobe warned 
him saying, “Kukoi is planning to take you people 
away. And if he takes you away he will leave you there 
and you cannot come back here.” The Lead Counsel 
interjected to ask if the witness had discussed his 
testimony before the TRRC with Omar Dampha22. He 
pointed out that Omar Dampha had used the same 
Mandinka proverb to describe his time in Liberia, and 
given the exact same anecdote about being warned 
by Sheriff Ba Jobe. The Chair noted the similarities, 
but asked the witness to continue his testimony 
regardless.

According to the witness, they travelled overland 
through Ivory Coast and Mali using Senegalese 
documents provided by Kukoi Samba Sanyang to 
the town of Tambacounda in eastern Senegal. He 
remembered traveling with Omar Dampha, Sulayman 
Sarr, Kebba Sano, Karamo Gibba, Kabiro Dembajang, 
Abdoulie Sonko, Swandi Camara, Ngansu Wally, 
Bamba Drammeh also known as Wa Drammeh, Lawo 
Jarjue, Kemo Jallow, Abdou Rahman Baldeh, and 
Essa Balde.

According to Balo Kanteh, Kukoi Samba Sanyang told 
them he had already spoken with the Senegalese 
government, which was led by Abdou Diouf at 
the time, and they agreed to help them negotiate 
with Yahya Jammeh for safe passage back to The 
Gambia. Their plan was to let Yahya Jammeh believe 
they merely wanted to return home, and surprise him 
with an attack the moment he let his guard down. 
Balo Kanteh explained “the plan to remove him would 
be quick because we had experience and we were 
capable of doing it in any way.”

In Tambacounda they met up with Suwandi Camara 
and Kamaro Gibba who informed them that Abdoulie 
Sonko was already in Sokone. The witness and two 
others then travelled on to Sokone. He mentioned 

known as “Yanks,” who was also Gambian and fighting 
alongside Charles Taylor, who took them to Gbarnga.  As 
the witness began to delve into Liberian eating routines, 
the Lead Counsel prodded him to focus on the basics, 
which was that he was eventually integrated into the 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia, NPFL.20

The Gambians in Liberia, Balo Kanteh continued, were 
divided up across the country. The witness claimed he 
led a force of 1500 soldiers in the bush for months at 
a time. He said he was the only Gambian, and learned 
Liberian Kreyol to communicate. He hand-picked an all-
female bodyguard unit of 18 women to protect him. He 
then digressed into the bounty of Liberian fruits and his 
domestic routine with his Liberian wife before adding 
that his Liberian named was Nelson Ghana or Nelson 
Mandela “because of the difficulties I encountered during 
the training and in the bush.”

In response to questions from the Lead Counsel the 
witness explained that he was in Lukato alongside 
Famara Colley and Sheriff Ba Bojang, the younger brother 
of Baba Jobe when the Economic States of West African 
Countries Monitoring Group, ECOMOG decided to attack 
Charles Taylor’s forces in 1994. The witness then began 
an intricate description of the different sides in the 
Liberian civil war and their foreign backers in Ivory Coast, 
Algeria, Burkina Faso and Italy. The Lead Counsel stopped 
the witness and said he wanted to avoid discussing the 
conflict in Liberia in too much detail “because of the other 
hat I wear.”21

Balo Kanteh then moved forward to when Kukoi Samba 
Sanyang came back and told them it was time to return 
to The Gambia. The witness later said he was suffering 
there in Liberia, to which the Lead Counsel rebutted 
it was more like he was living like a king, to which the 
witness replied with the Mandinka proverb “a stick that 
sits in water will never change into a crocodile.” 

According to the witness, Kukoi Samba Sanyang told them 
that the time of rebellions coups in Africa was ending, 
and that they had to overthrow Yahya Jammeh and his 
government. When the Lead Counsel pointed out that 
Kukoi Samba Sanyang had used them to fight a rebellion 
in Liberia, the witness said that “those who attended 

19Kukoi Samba Sanyang was the leader of an unsuccessful coup attempt in The Gambia in 1981.
20The National Patriotic Front of Liberia, NPFL was established by Charles Taylor in 1989 and launched the Liberian civil war.
21Since 2018 Essa Faal, the Lead Counsel of the TRRC, has served as Charles Taylor’s pro-bono counsel while he serves his 50-year sentence 
for various war crimes in the United Kingdom. See Sixth Annual Report of the President of the Residual Special Court for Sierra Leone.
22Omar Dampha also testified in the 18th session of the TRRC.

http://rscsl.org/Documents/AnRpt2019.pdf
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that Kukoi Samba Sanyang had paid for their trip and 
provided them weapons, but the weapons were only 
useful for shooting birds. 

Soon after he arrived in Sokone, they received news 
that their comrades in Tambacounda had been arrested. 
He and the others in Sokone decided to send Suwandi 
Camara to talk to an acquaintance named Colonel Wade. 
Suwandi Camara warned them that if he did not return, 
it was because he had been arrested.  When they never 
heard back from him they felt safe to assume that to be 
the case. 

As this plan failed, the witness came to realise they had 
been abandoned by Kukoi Samba Sanyang. Without Kukoi 
Samba Sanyang’s support, the Senegalese government 
was no longer on their side and were putting pressure 
on them to return to Liberia. The witness remembered 
sitting down with Abdoulie Sonko in that moment 
discussing what to do and together they decided to enter 
The Gambia discreetly and do reconnaissance.

After crossing the border, Balo Kanteh narrated, they 
went to Fass Njaga Choi where they spied on a meeting 
led by Yahya Jammeh and Sanna Sabally. They followed 
the Gambian leaders to Ndunga Kebbeh and Baddibu 
Kerawan, observing their routines and seating patterns. 
The witness claimed he was even able to gain access to 
the State House but failed to locate the armoury, which 
he said was the most important place to capture. 

Thus when the witness returned to Senegal and relayed 
what he saw to Abdoulie Sonko, they decided to go 
to Farafenni Camp to procure weapons. The witness 
managed to sneak into Farafenni Camp by befriending 
Kabiro Dembajeng’s younger brother, who frequented the 
camp to chat and drink local tea with the soldiers. His 
social status meant that no one questioned the witness 
when he was with him, and the witness was eventually 
able to locate the Armoury at Farafenni Camp. 

When Balo Kanteh returned to Senegal with that 
information, he and Abdoulie Sonko began devising a 
plan to fund their operation. They decided to pay Abdoulie 
Sonko’s family a visit, but as everyone presumed Abdoulie 
Sonko to be dead, Balo Kanteh approached the family. In 

a private conversation with Abdoulie Sonko’s younger 
brother, Essa Sonko he revelaed that his brother was 
alive and explained their plan. Essa Sonko agreed to 
help by selling one of his cows for 1200 dalasi. 

They returned to Senegal but knew the money was 
not enough to sustain them and fulfil their plan, so 
Balo Kanteh went to go see his family. He recalled 
his entire village coming to see him once the news 
of his arrival spread. Just like Adoulie Sonko, they 
all assumed him to be dead. Balo Kanteh lied to his 
father that he needed money to get three vehicles 
from the port in Dakar. His father sold two cattle and 
gave him 1900 dalasi. However, the witness knew 
that his father did not completely believe his story 
as he sent an older man named Hamba Kanteh to 
accompany the witness to the port in Dakar.

The witness said he easily shook Hamba Kanteh and 
returned to Senegal alone. He met up with Abdoulie 
Sonko and the rest of their team, and together they 
paid a visit to an old acquaintance of Balo Kanteh 
who manufactured local rifles.  They ordered three 
and after paying an advance on the rifles and buying 
food supplies their money was finished. Balo Kanteh 
decided to visit his father once again and try and get 
more money from him.

When he returned to The Gambia, he went straight to 
Soma to see Hamba Kanteh who was visibly shocked 
to see him again. Hamba Kanteh demanded to know 
how the witness was able to completely disappear, 
but he refused to divulge and instead convinced 
Hamba Kanteh and his father that it had all been 
a misunderstanding. In the end his father gave him 
more money, and they finally had enough to pay the 
remaining balance on the guns.

Once he acquired the guns, Balo Kanteh hid them in 
a bag of grain and travelled across the border into 
Farafenni Camp. Once there, he sent for Abdoulie 
Sonko, Kabiro Dembajang, Karamo Gibba, Sulayman 
Sarr, Essa Baldeh, Yahya Drammeh, and Omar 
Dampha. Their cover story was that they were his 
business partners waiting for merchandise. 
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The witness attested he did not resist arrest and 
was taken to Kerawan police station. After he was 
searched, they deliberated over taking him to the 
hospital for treatment but settled on taking him to 
Banjul instead. 

That was the last thing he 
remembered hearing before being 

sedated. When he woke up, he was 
at the National Intelligence Agency, 

NIA Headquarters in Banjul.
When Balo Kanteh reached the NIA, he narrated, 
he was received by Lamin Jorbateh, also known as 
Babadinding Jorbateh, who slapped him so hard he 
knocked him down. He then dragged the witness 
across the ground to an office downstairs. According 
to the witness, Lamin Jorbateh sat down in a chair 
and made the witness sit in between his legs. He then 
squeezed his legs together and slapped the witness 
repeatedly on both cheeks with short questions in 
between. The witness named Foday Barry, Ninja, 
Salamina Drammeh, Joe Mendy and Harry Sambou23 
as being in the room and either ordering or actively 
participating in his torture.

The witness told the Commission that they beat him 
all night trying to figure out who he was and if he 
was a part of the Farafenni attack, yet he refused 
to speak. After this first session he was locked up 
in Bambadinka for a few hours before being taken 
late the next morning to an office where the torture 
continued. According to the witness this second 
torture session was perpetrated Lamin Jorbateh, 
Foday Barry, and deputy army commander Colonel 
Sam Sarr.24

When the Lead Counsel countered that Sam Sarr 
was in the army not the NIA, the witness revealed 
that that morning Baboucarr Jatta and Sam Sarr had 
come to the NIA headquarters to see him. He told 
the Commission that when he was brought into the 
room he was stripped down to his underwear and 
forced to sit on the ground. Sam Sarr then kicked 

During preparations for their attack on their second night 
in The Gambia they realised the guns they purchased 
were faulty. None the less, they continued with their plan. 
They went to the checkpoint for Farafenni Camp and 
scared the two soldier guards off using just flashlights 
and intimidation. After the soldiers ran off, they used 
their abandoned guns to fire shots in the air. Balo Kanteh 
described being able to hear the footsteps of the soldiers 
in the grass as they ran away from the sound of the 
gunshots. With the camp clear, they were able to secure 
the armoury. Soon after, a shootout had begun with the 
remaining soldiers at Farafenni Camp.

When Balo Kanteh claimed there were no casualties the 
Lead Counsel mentioned that Papa Keita and Saikou 
Sidibeh died that day. The witness said the only injuries 
he knew of were his own – a gunshot wound to the leg he 
tied up with a red cloth – and Sulayman Sarr’s broken leg. 
He described how they had to be carried out on a cart 
when the rebels retreated with the stolen weapons. He 
said they got Sulayman Sarr in a taxi to the Senegalese 
border.

And, after evacuating from the scene, the witness 
continued, they tried to figure out their next steps. On 
their way to commandeer a pickup truck they discovered 
then Farafenni Camp commander Beram Saine hiding 
in a building and decided to take him hostage. They 
then loaded all of the stolen weapons inside the truck, 
reasoning any weapons left behind might be turned on 
them, and left the camp. As the group drove towards 
Banjul, they were stopped by a group of soldiers, who 
according to the witness were using nearby civilians to 
form a human shield. Balo Kanteh and his team decided 
not to shoot, and instead scattered as they had previously 
trained. 

As he abandoned his weapon and headed for the main 
road, Balo Kanteh remembered, he ran into an old friend 
named Bakary Conteh, who was worried after seeing his 
bleeding leg. Balo Kanteh told Bakary Conteh that he had 
been a bystander during a shootout in Farafenni. Bakary 
Conteh took the witness to a nearby policeman to get his 
leg treated, but the policeman refused saying, “I don’t 
trust you. I will arrest you”.

23Harry Sambou testified before the TRRC on 26th January 2021.
24Likely Colonel Samsudeen Sarr, who served in the Gambian military from 1985 to 1999 after which he retired 
and moved to the United States. In early 2015, he was appointed Deputy Head of Mission for The Gambia at the 
United Nations in New York and became an outspoken supporter of President Yahya Jammeh. 
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him onto his stomach and began stomping on him with 
his army issued combat boots. At that point, the Lead 
Counsel asked Balo Kanteh to get up and demonstrate 
Sam Sarr’s actions. 

Balo Kanteh then stood up and played 
out how he was laying on the ground 
while Sam Sarr began stomping on 

his head, pounding him with his fists, 
and cursing him. 

The witness claimed this treatment continued until Army 
Commander Baboucarr Jatta stepped in and reprimanded 
Sam Sarr. Balo Kanteh told the Commission that despite 
the beatings he revealed nothing and the NIA were on the 
verge of letting him go, when Yahya Darboe, who had also 
been captured, walked past him and uttered his name. 

“That was the end of peace for me,” he told the 
Commission. The beating was so intense he did not 
know which direction it was coming from. He named 
Lamin Jobarteh25, Foday Barry, Salamina Drammeh, 
Harry Sambou, Joe Mendy, Ninja, and Sam Sarr as being 
among those who beat him on this third occasion. He 
said Baboucarr Jatta was present, but did not actively 
participate in the torture.

After he was beaten, Balo Kanteh continued, Yahya 
Drammeh was brought to another nearby room and 
stripped completely naked. Balo Kanteh recounted that 
the torturers at the NIA tried to insert a cotton ball 
soaked in lime, petrol, and vinegar into Yahya Darboe’s 
anus, but they did not succeed. The Lead Counsellor 
inquired if Yahya Drammeh resisted and the witness 
answered, “how can you resist when they were so many 
people against you?” The witness further explained that 
the torturers had also broken Yahya Drammeh’s hand.

When they were done with Yahya Drammeh, they turned 
their attention back to Balo Kanteh. At this point, the 
witness explained to the Commission, he went ahead 
and confessed because they already knew he was 
connected to Yahya Drammeh. He narrated everything 
to them, even mentioning that he asked his father for 
money. This resulted in the arrest of his father, his sister 

Nyomo Jammeh, and a lady who came with her baby 
from Soma. Balo Kanteh clarified that he did not 
know who the lady was, but they were all arrested 
and brought to the NIA.

They kept torturing him, and even electrocuted him 
severely over the course of those first two days. They 
would fix wires to his foot or ear and plug them in. 
The torture did not end there, but Balo Kanteh got so 
emotional retelling the events to the Commission, he 
had to leave and compose himself. 

When he returned his seat, the 
witness explained that they 

stripped him naked and tied him 
like a slaughtered cow in front of 

his father, sister, and the unknown 
lady from Soma. 

Foday Barry, Joe Mendy, and Lamin Jorbateh then lit a 
plastic bag on fire and burned the witness with the 
melted plastic.

Lamin Jobrbateh then took a razor blade and cut 
off Balo Kanteh’s left nipple. At the Lead Counsel’s 
request, Balo Kanteh removed his shirt and showed 
them the missing nipple, along with the scars from 
the burnt plastic. The witness recounted Joe Mendy 
telling him “if we deal with you, you will never be able 
to function as a man never again until you die”, as 
they were torturing him. He also revealed that the 
torturers did something to him that took away his 
ability to urinate for a day and a half.

According to the witness, his father, his sister, and 
the unknown woman were forced to watch the entire 
torture session unfold. Balo Kanteh informed the 
Commission that his father cried and begged for 
his son’s life pleading “his deeds, I wasn’t aware of 
it …. If he had told me, I wouldn’t allow him to do 
it.” He went on to further explain that his father lost 
consciousness and was extremely traumatised by 
the experience and has not been mentally the same 
since. 

25Lamin Babadinding Jobarteh testified before the TRRC on 11th February 2021.
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later. The witness speculated they “finished him off” 
and covered it up by telling the court Yahya Drammeh 
had died in the hospital.

Judge Coker sentenced Balo Kanteh and his 
acquaintances to death on 9 counts of treason. 

They were not allowed to choose 
their lawyers, their families 

were not allowed to attend, and 
members of the public were barred. 

The trial was done in complete 
secrecy.

When asked if he believed he had a fair trial, Balo 
Kanteh answered “not close to it at all” and expressed 
his belief that he had been convicted before he ever 
set foot in the courtroom. They were given 25 days to 
appeal the death sentence. The lawyer Martin Mendy 
was brought to represent the witness and three of 
his acquaintances. Martin Mendy was able to reduce 
the death sentence to life imprisonment.  However, 
the government took the case to the Privy Council in 
the UK26, which ordered their acquittal and dismissal. 
However, even after that they were not released. 

In 2004, the witness continued, Abdoulie Sonko 
was arrested. His family was able to hire Ousianou 
Darboe and Mai Fatty as his lawyers. The case 
against him did not hold up because there was 
insufficient evidence and the statute of limitations 
was up. According to Balo Kanteh the director of 
public prosecutions, DPP, Agim27, was trying to prove 
that Abdoulie Sonko partcipated in the Farafenni 
Camp attack and approached him and Sulayman 
Sarr to offer their released in exchange for testimony 
against Abdoulie Sonko.

However, DPP Ajim refused to agree to their terms 
and became upset. He then ordered Yahya Jarjue to 
give the witness and Sulayman Sarr official prison 
uniforms to replace the civilian clothes that identified 
them as detainees. They were told, “you are now 
spending your entire life here.”

The witness claimed he received no medical attention 
after being tortured. Instead, he and Yahya Drammeh 
were forced to give their statements of confession on 
Gambia Radio and Television Services, GRTS, with 
their fresh wounds still oozing. The witness revealed 
that he was coerced - under severe distress - into 
falsely implicating former president Dawda Jawara and 
Saihou Sabally by Foday Barry. After giving the semi 
false confession nationally, both the witness and Yahya 
Drammeh were taken back to the NIA and once again 
thrown into Bambadinka.

The witness said they were eventually able to convince 
NIA officials to allow doctors from Royal Victoria Teaching 
Hospital to treat their torture wounds along with his bullet 
wound from Farafenni Camp, which had begun to fester.

After three months they were 
transferred to Mile 2 Prison where he 
was detained in confinement, which 

he likened to slave quarters. 
Balo Kanteh explained the conditions, revealing that his 
legs were shackled for over a year and he was forced to 
live in an empty minuscule cell with only a plank of wood 
for a bed. He narrated how had to go to court and back 
barefoot and shackled. He recounted how ex-gendarmerie 
officer Modou Ceesay got him shoes to wear, but the 
prison seized them after one day. For the first six months 
of their detention, they were not allowed to shower, and 
had to relieve themselves in a 20-gallon plastic drum.

Balo Kanteh was kept in incommunicado for almost 2 
years and described the experience saying, “The thing 
went on until I became fair coloured. If you touch my 
skin, it burns like pepper. That is the type of condition we 
were in at the time.” Moving onto the food, Balo Kanteh 
expressed his disdain both toward the quality of the food 
and the rude manner in which it was served to him. 

The witness then related that Yahya Drammeh passed 
away while their court was still in trial. He said Yahya 
Drammeh was bleeding out his mouth and anus, and was 
removed from the prison for treatment, but died a week 

26The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council is the highest court of appeal for certain British territories, a few UK 
bodies and some Commonwealth countries, including, until the 1997 constitution, The Gambia.
27Likely Akomaye Agim, a judge from Nigeria who worked in the Gambian judiciary and served as chief justice of 
the supreme court of The Gambia between 2009 and 2011.
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Some time passed and the witness received a letter 
subpoenaing his testimony against Adoulie Sonko. 
He went to the courtroom with Essa Baldeh who had 
received the same summons. Abdoulie Sonko’s case 
was presided over by Judge Baba. When he was called 
on the stand the witness outright denied any association 
with Abdoulie Sonko. 

The Lead Counsel inquired if the witness was ever 
tortured on his journey to and from the court and the 
witness answered in the affirmative. He revealed that they 
would be forced to lie on their stomachs in the pickup 
truck so the hot metal would burn their stomachs. The 
witness also stressed that the shackles stayed on, and 
the soldiers would beat them at their discretion.

Balo Kanteh went on to reveal that both Foday Barry 
and Lamin Jobarteh were arrested and brought to Mile 2 
Prison during his time there. 

When he met two of his former torturers 
in prison he apparently told them: “I 
have forgiven, but I will not forget. And 
wherever I am asked, I will narrate it. 
When you were doing it to me, you did 
not believe that you will end up here.” 
Upon further questioning the witness speculated that 
his father may have been tortured during the two days 
he spent at the NIA. He explained that when his father 
returned, he began getting back pain and headaches but 
would never explain the cause to anyone.

Balo Kanteh then described how after being in prison for 
over 19 years, he was finally released on presidential 
pardon in 2014. He quickly went into exile in Senegal 
on the advice of his father who told him “if you stay here, 
I will not forgive you. And if you went away, wherever you 
may be in this world, you have my blessings.” 

Lead Counsel asked him about the outcome of the 
threats made during his torture at the NIA regarding his 
ability to perform as a man, and he explained that he got 
married while in Senegal but no matter how much he tried 

he could not conceive a child, even after acquiring 
different medications and going to marabouts. He 
told his father to forgive his wife, saying an inability 
to conceive was on his side. He found another man 
for this wife, and then later got married again and 
was eventually able to have a child with his current 
wife.

The Lead Counsel ended his questioning and the 
Chair took over. He wanted to know if Balo Kanteh 
received any medical attention after his nipple was 
sliced off. Balo Kanteh’s informed the Chair that he 
was left to bleed on his own. When asked whether 
going to Libya in his youth was worth it, the witness 
said he went to Libya to hustle and found himself in 
a situation he could not control.

Imam Sey asked Balo Kanteh who funded the men he 
led during his missions and Balo Kanteh explained 
that there was no permanent pay. The most they 
would receive were a few gifts here and there. Even 
his mission in The Gambia which got him in all that 
trouble was unpaid and done under the force of Kukoi 
Samba Sanyang.

Commissioner Kinteh was interested in the witness’ 
brief meeting with Kanyiba Kanyi. 

The witness explained that Kanyiba 
Kanyi was only detained at Mile 2 
Prison for three days. He remembered 
he was taken out of the prison with 
a plastic bag over his head at night 
while the votes from the 2006 
election were being counted. 
That was the last time the witness saw him alive.

Commissioner Samba asked if Balo Kanteh was 
allowed to pray during his detention, and he recounted 
a situation where Yahya Jarjue and his team found 
him reading the Quran. They took it from him and 
told him “you that is supposed to be killed and here 
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Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Torture (of Balo Kanteh in 1996)

Lamin Jobarteh, Foday Barry, Ninja, Salamina 
Drammeh, Joe Mendy, Harry Sambou, Sam Sarr

Sexual assault (of Balo Kanteh in 1996)

Foday Barry, Joe Mendy, Lamin Jobarteh

Arbitrary detention (of Balo Kanteh)

Yahya Jarjue, Lamin Jobarteh, Foday Barry, Ninja, 
Salamina Drammeh, Joe Mendy, Harry Sambou

Obtaining false statements and confessions (from 
Balo Kanteh)

Foday Barry

Corruption of justice 

Judge Coker

you are reading the Qur’an” and proceeded to beat him 
when he talked back. Her next question was if they were 
given covers for the plastic drums they were made to use 
as chamber pots. The witness answered in the negative. 
Her last question was about the wife he had in Liberia 
and the witness explained the marriage had borne a child 
named Sainabou Kaneth who lives in Liberia to this day.

Commissioner Kah asked about the sister the witness 
mentioned, and Balo Kanteh confirmed that she had been 
victimised by the experience like his father. Secondly, he 
inquired about his current employment status to which the 
witness replied he would try and sell a few sheep, but his 
business has been failing because of COVID-19. Thirdly, 
he questioned if the witness was apologetic toward the 
people who died during the shootout. The witness offered 
a public apology to their families and explained that they 
never intended for harm to befall Gambians during their 
mission. Lastly, he asked Balo Kanteh if he had any 
advice for youth who were contemplating using violence 
to gain peace. Balo Kanteh advised them not to do it and 
confessed that he would not wish his circumstances on 
anybody else in the world.

The last question the witness answered was from 
Commissioner Bojang regarding Kukoi Samba Sanyang. 
The witness explained that Kukoi Samba Sanyang never 
came back for them and repeated what Omar OJ Jallow 
had previously told him saying “the people that Kukoi 
got into this problem, they have been arrested and they 
are in prison. And here is Kukoi in this country walking 
freely and not being arrested. Then the truth is not being 
upheld.” When asked what he learned from everything, 
the witness simply replied regret.

In his final remarks, Balo Kanteh thanked the TRRC for 
their work and urged Gambians to forgive each other so 
they can begin healing. He went on to speak about the 
people who were killed while they were in prison including 
Mustapha Nyass and Daba Marenah before once again 
thanking the TRRC for their work in bringing everything 
to light.
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WITNESS NAME: Alagie GAYE

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 10th December 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The 22nd July 1994 coup, how 
the witness came to leave the army, his return after his 
emigration to the United States, his unlawful arrest, 
unlawful detention and torture at the NIA outpost in Tanji, 
his release and impact the event has had on him 

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Corporal, bodyguard 
at State House

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Participated in escorting 
former President Sir Dawda Jawara to a vessel during the 
1994 coup, unlawfully arrested, detained and tortured. 

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Alagie Gaye began his testimony by explaining that he 
joined the Gendarmerie on 1st August 1987. During 
his training he was instructed by Regimental Sergeant 
Major, RSM, Jammeh, Binta Manneh, then sergeant 
Yahya Jammeh, and Musa Jammeh along with others. 
There were also several Senegalese Commanders in the 
Gendarmerie at the time.28  After his training, the witness 
was stationed in the quick reaction force, then transferred 
to the State House in 1989 when the Senegalese left 
the Gendarmerie. Yahya Jammeh was a lieutenant there 
when the witness began working as a physical guard. 
The witness rose in rank and in 1994 he was working 
in the bodyguard section guarding then President Dawda 
Jawara and the first family.

On 21st July 1994, the witness continued, he was at 
the airport with National Security Service officer Joe 
Gomez to scout the airport before Dawda Jawara’s 
arrival. The only unusual thing he remembered seeing 
that day was Yahya Jammeh and other members of 
the colour party (soldiers that surround the president) 
being disarmed.

However, when he got home Omar Ndure informed 
him that Yahya Jammeh had been planning a coup, 
but it failed, and he had been arrested. The next day 
Alagie Gaye was ordered to join an advance party 
going to Nigeria. Once at the State House Lang 
Tambong Tamba29 told Alagie Gaye to find one of 
his commanders, Lamin Kaba Bajo30, who he found 
exiting Sahiou Sabally’s office with Lamin Gassama.31

Lamin Kaba Bajo instructed the witness to arrange 
a convoy of three vehicles for Dawda Jawara. One 
of the vehicles was the American ambassador’s car. 
The witness, Lamin Kaba Bajo, Saihou Sabally, Lamin 
Gassama, Dawda Jawara and his family arranged 
themselves in the three cars. At that time, they were 
all well aware that a coup was underway.

They took Dawda Jawara to an American Navy ship 
and arranged for the rest of his family to be escorted 
to the ship as well. Afterwards, Alagie Gaye returned 
to the State House where Lang Tambong Tamba had 
mounted a defence. Alagie Gaye told the Commission 
that he believed all necessary precautions were put 
in place to provide a strong defence under Lang 
Tambong Tamba’s orders.

The witness was standing at the Albert market gate 
when Edward Singhateh32 and his people approached. 
Bakary Camara, who was a sergeant and Presidential 
orderly at the time, decided to approach them and 
speak with them. When he returned, Bakary Camara 
reported, “We cannot beat these people, these people 
are heavily armed”. Hearing this frightened Fafa Jatta 
and he fired the first shot.

Edward Singateh’s team did not retaliate and Alagie 
Gaye remembered Lang Tambong Tamba refusing to 
open the gate for them. The Lead Counsel and Alagie 
Gaye entered into a back-and-forth about which gate 

28During the Senegambia confederation, a loose union of The Gambia and Senegal that existed between February 1982 and 
September 1989 the domestic security forces of the two countries were blended. 
29Lang Tombong Tamba also testified in Session 18 of the TRRC.
30See TRRC Digest Edition 4, pages 40-43.
31See TRRC Digest Edition 2, pages 18-19.
32See TRRC Digest Edition 9, pages 152 – 187.
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at the State House was opened first and whether or not 
the Lang Tambong Tamba spoke to Yahya Jammeh on the 
phone that day. They could not agree so they decided to 
move on.

After the coup members gained access to the State 
House, the witness was threatened by Paul Bojang who 
said “we are coming for you. And we are coming for you 
for the purpose of knowing where Jawara is because you 
took him to wherever he is and that is why we are coming 
for you”. He told the Commission he escaped by scaling 
a fence by the garden and taking refuge in the home of a 
man who became an NIA officer. After hiding for two days 
the witness emerged. Soon after he started working at 
Old Atlantic, before being re-employed at State House as 
a physical guard. However, in 1998 Alagie Gaye left the 
army and moved to the United States of America the next 
year. 

In 2010, the witness continued, he moved back to the 
Gambia. Then, in August 2011 NIA officers Louis Gomez, 
Ousman Bojang, Lamin Cham, and a few others came 
to his home at 3am to arrest him and escort him to NIA 
headquarters in Banjul. When he got out of the vehicle, 
Louis Gomez asked him “what are you engaged in?” and 
when Alagie Gaye denied participating in anything, Luis 
Gomez told him “we will know.” Alagie Gaye was then 
taken to a cell and left there for three days.

On the third day, he was picked up by Ousman Bojang 
and taken to a little known, well-hidden branch of the 
NIA in Tanji. He specifically recalled his former colleague 
Batch Samba Sowe trying to hide from him as he entered 
the building. When they went inside, Louis Gomez was 
sitting there, and the witness was taken to another room. 
In that room his hands were cuffed, and he was laid out 
on the floor.

It was then that 6 to 8 men entered the 
room, put a nylon bag over his head, 
and began beating him with cables. 
Alagie Gaye was in tears as he described the severity 
of his beating. He said, “it was very painful, and a lot of 
blood came out of my body. The whole place was blood”.

According to the witness, they beat him for 3 to 5 
hours before leaving and when they came back, they 
threatened him saying, “tomorrow, what we are going 
to do to you will be more than what we did to you 
today.” and “you will talk for yourself. We will not ask 
you any question, but you will talk for yourself.” 

Alagie Gaye was tortured for five days in total and 
identified three of his torturers as Amadou Jammeh, 
Malick Jatta, and Omar Jallow. He also stressed 
that Louis Gomez and Ousman Bojang were present 
during his beating, although he could not confirm 
whether they also struck a blow. On the first day of 
torture he was fasting, but they never gave him any 
food to break his fast. He went without food for 
hours on end, even during his beatings. In those days 
the witness only received food when he begged and 
paid Ousman Bojang for it. That starvation continued 
throughout his time at the NIA.

On the second day, he was picked up from the NIA 
in Banjul and taken back to Tanji. He was once again 
told, “we will not waste time. You are the person who 
is going to talk”, And the nylon bag was put over his 
head again. He was tortured that day and the next.

On the fourth day he was interrogated with a member 
of the Yahya Jammeh’s family present.   He could 
not remember their name, but their presence led 
him to believe that Yahya Jammeh was aware of his 
detention. The witness was questioned about the 
nature of the conversations he had with Lamin Kaba 
Bajo, who at the time was a Minister. He explained 
to the Commission that he had spoken with Lamin 
Kaba Bajo to ask him to relay some information to 
Yahya Jammeh.

Alagie Gaye explained that while on a trip to Mali, 
a man named Jali Makang Susso told him that 
Yahya Jammeh had sent people to kill Kukoi Samba 
Sanyang.33 According to the witness, Jali Makang 
Susso’s brother, Babanding Sissoho, had wanted 
to bring Yahya Jammeh and Kukoi Samba Sanyang 
together to patch up their differences.  However, he 
continued, he also heard that Abdoulaye Wade34 had 
paid Kukoi Samba Sanyang 100 million CFA to topple 

33Kukoi Samba Sanyang led an unsuccessful coup attempt against the government of Dawda Jawara in 1981. 
34President of Senegal from 2000 – 2012.
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for recommendations to improve the behaviour of 
the Gambian security forces. The witness clearly 
expressed his belief that torture should be abolished 
in the Gambia outright. He also suggested the 
implementation of training programs to teach soldiers 
about human rights’ violations and the limitation of 
their power.

In his concluding statement Alagie Gaye stressed 
that he never wanted what happened to him to 
happen again in the Gambia. The witness encouraged 
Gambians to stop being passive, especially elders 
because the younger Gambians would follow in 
their footsteps. Alagie Gaye urged well-educated 
Gambians to stay in the Gambia and contribute to the 
betterment of the country. He ended his testimony by 
thanking the Commission, his family, and Allah saying 
“I thank Allah. I did not die. A lot of other people died”.

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary arrest and detention (of Alagie Gaye in 
2011)

Louis Gomez, Ousman Bojang, Lamin Cham, Yahya 
Jammeh

Torture of (Alagie Gaye in 2011)

Omar Jallow, Amadou Jammeh, Malick Jatta, Louis 
Gomez, Ousman Bojang, Batch Samba Sowe, Yahya 
Jammeh

Yahya Jammeh’s government. Apparently Kukoi Samba 
Sanyang refused, but none the less Jali Makang Susso 
described a plan to contract mercenaries to storm the 
State House. The witness attested he relayed all this 
information to Lamin Kaba Bajo to warn Yahya Jammeh, 
and this was likely the cause of his arrest, detention, 
and torture.

After the interrogation on the fourth 
day, the witness was tortured once 

more, before being released after six 
days in NIA custody. 

The witness stated that he believed he was released 
because Yahya Jammeh realised “I am somebody who 
always tells the truth”.

The Lead Counsel seemed to disagree and suggested 
that Yahya Jammeh was the one who sanctioned Alagie 
Gaye’s arrest and torture. Alagie Gaye fought against that 
statement at first, but after a bit of back-and-forth agreed 
that it was possible.

On the day of his release the witness was picked up by 
his wife and brother, but Ousman Bojang would not let 
him leave the NIA with his bloody clothes. Apparently, 
Ousman Bojang also told him that Ebrima Cham, an old 
farmhand of his fathers, had accused the witness of being 
sponsored by the American government to train rebels in 
Casamance to topple Yahya Jammeh’s government. After 
Alagie Gaye was arrested, his home was searched for 
weapons, but when the search turned up empty Ebrima 
Cham was arrested, and his criminal record was soon 
uncovered.

In the end, the witness was not charged with anything 
and no formal case was brought against him. Since being 
tortured, he said, he suffers from severe back pain, which 
has only gotten worse over time. He also developed an 
ulcer from starvation, eye problems from a skull injury, 
and a dead leg.

The Lead Counsel had no more questions for the 
witness, so the Chair allowed Imam Jallow to ask a 
follow-up question. Imam Jallow asked Alagie Gaye 
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WITNESS NAME: Ebou SANGYANG

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 10th December 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Discrimination and tribal 
segregation in the army, the work he did on the former 
President Yahya Jammeh’s farm, the allegation of theft 
of livestock from Yahya Jammeh, his escape to Guinea 
Bissau, return to The Gambia, arrest, detention at the 
Yundum Barracks, subsequent detention at the NIA, 
torture, his dismissal from the army and his release

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Soldier (corporal)

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Alleged to have participated 
in the theft of livestock from former President Yahya 
Jammeh, unlawfully arrested, detained and tortured.

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Ebou Sanyang was born 1982 in Jarra Soma. He 
completed his schooling in 2004 and enlisted in the army 
the same year. After serving in a peacekeeping mission 
in Sudan in 2008 he returned in 2009 and was promoted 
to Lance Corporal. He was posted in Yundum Barracks 
and carried out patrols in Kartong, around the northern 
border of the Gambia.

The witness admitted to the Commission that he was 
having a hard time in the army at the time and ended 
up leaving the patrol team. He explained to them that 
he was more defiant and freethinking than soldiers were 
expected to be at the time. He also had a long-standing 
conflict with a Jungler named Ismaila Jammeh35 who 
would often threaten to arrest him.

Ebou Sanyang speculated that the problems stemmed 
from their difference in ethnic groups and assumed 
political affiliations. Ismaila Jammeh along with Staff 
Sergeant Gibril Jammeh would taunt the witness for 
being from Jarra Soma and did not like the fact that the 
witness did not seem blindly loyal to Yahya Jammeh.

In his statement given to the TRRC before his testimony, 
the witness claimed that he was discriminated against 
and targeted because he was not Jola and would not 
accept some of the “unprofessional assignments”. He 
expressed his extreme distaste for the tribalism in the 

army at the time and the length some Jolas would go 
through in his eyes to protect their own, even if they 
were in the wrong.

The Lead Counsel asked Ebou Sanyang to give 
concrete examples of tribal discrimination in the 
army, as his accusations were very serious. Ebou 
Sanyang could not provide many specific examples 
but cited the unfair promotion of Gibril Bojang and 
RSM Sabally after the failed Ndure Cham36 coup.

The line of questioning moved back to the witness’ life 
after he decided to leave the army to escape Ismaila 
Jammeh’s harassment. The witness explained that 
he went on study leave for two years and when he 
returned in 2012, he was posted at Yundum barracks 
while he was finishing up some of his classes.

Ebou Sanyang was asked about Yahya Jammeh’s 
farm in Farato, and he revealed that he had worked 
there as security several times before he began his 
study leave in 2012. 

The witness confirmed this meant 
that Yahya Jammeh was using 
taxpayer money to guard his 

private property: “I saw it, it was 
not right. But we had no choice 

about going to that place.” 

Because of his time at the farm, he became 
acquainted with several of the civilians that worked 
there.

35See TRRC Digest Edition 7 pages 16-29.
36In March 2006 then Chief of Defence Staff Ndure Cham led a failed coup attempt.
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In August 2012, he received a call from a civilian named 
Musa Yahya Jallow who told him that he had been given 
for sheep as a payment for a job he had done. Musa 
Yahya Jallow wanted to keep the sheep at the witness’ 
mother’s house in Brikama. The witness tried to refuse, 
but Musa Yahya Jallow was already on his way there with 
the sheep. Soon after, Ebou Sanyang received a call from 
someone who warned him that the sheep were stolen, 
and he was being considered an accomplice. 

Soon after, he got another call from “bulldozer,” which he 
described as a joint force made up of police, paramilitary, 
and other security officers. They wanted him to meet 
them in Bakau, but the witness did not think it would have 
been possible as he was in Yundum and it was too far. 
The CIS office called him, military police called him, and 
someone else called him and warned him that Junglers 
were coming to arrest him. This onslaught frightened 
Ebou Sanyang and he decided to leave Yundum Barracks 
and head to Brikama Jamisa. He had his phone on him 
and the calls just kept on coming.

At the same time, the various police forces had deployed 
personnel to look for him, even though the sheep had 
already been found and returned. The then Chief of 
Defence Staff Ousman Badjie even went on television 
and spoke about it. After one week of being hunted 
with no end in sight, the witness decided to escape the 
country and go to Guinea-Bissau with his wife.

When asked why he decided to run away if he was innocent, 
Ebou Sanyang responded that he was frightened after 
the Chief of Defence Staff went on national television 
announcing the story and showing his picture. He no 
longer felt safe with the entire country looking for him. 
He had heard the rumours of the beatings endured by 
prisoners and did not wish to share their fate.

The witness stayed in Guinea-Bissau for three years. 
Eventually, he tried to gain safe passage back to Gambia 
by going to the Gambian embassy and explaining his 
situation. He was assisted by the embassy in trying to 
contact Yahya Jammeh. He wanted to go into more detail 
about his dealings at the embassy, but Lead Counsel 
cut him off, and asked him to give his testimony based 
on the questions asked to him instead of trying to tell 
every detail of his story. He was assured by the embassy 
that he would be safe, so he went to his family home in 

Brikama. He returned to the Gambia in March 2015. 

Ebou Sanyang explained that he had not been 
discharged from the army before he fled, but he 
did not return to the armed forces after he came 
back from Guinea-Bissau. Ebou Sanyang told the 
Commission that he had been waiting for orders 
that whole time, and while he was securing his safe 
return, he made an appointment to confirm that his 
running away to Guinea-Bissau would not be counted 
as desertion. Over a year after his return, he received 
orders that he must report to the army headquarters. 
He explained to the people that he had business in 
Senegal, so they allowed him to take a short trip to 
Ziguinchor and when he returned, he surrendered 
himself and was promptly arrested, on 26th August 
2016.

The witness told the Commission he was arrested 
by Sergeant Bojang and Lance Corporal Jammeh and 
taken to Yundum Camp. There he found warrant officer 
Shygle Nyassi and captain Sanneh. Immediately upon 
seeing the witness, Shygle Nyassi told him “Sanyang, 
I will crush your balls today.”

According to Ebou Sanyang, Captain Sanneh 
identified himself as being the one to arrest the 
witness’ younger brother and sister while he was 
in Guinea-Bissau. The witness explained that his 
brother and sister were detained for five months 
after the witness was accused of having stolen four 
sheep - even though the sheep had been recovered 
and returned to Yahya Jammeh.

Captain Sanneh told Ebou Sanyang “you would talk by 
force” then locked him in a cell. Officer Commander 
Captain Jangum who was in charge of the military 
police at the time approached Ebou Sanyang and 
also told him “you will tell the truth by force,” referring 
to the sheep. Ebou Sanyang was then taken to a cell 
where he was detained overnight. 

Apparently, Captain Jangum ordered 
he be chained up overnight, but 

the Station Officer Yankuna Darboe 
refused to comply.
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One night, the witness continued, he was taken to the 
office of military police Sergeant Faye. Sergeant Faye 
handcuffed the witness so tight it became painful before 
forcing him to lie down on the long table. The Sergeant 
then took a large stick and beat him for the next hour. 
The witness revealed that the orders for the beating came 
from Sergeant Faye’s Commander, Captain Jangum.

The Lead Counsel interjected and began questioning how 
a man of Ebou Sanyang’s size could be forced down on 
the table. He hinted that Ebou Sanyang allowed himself 
to be tortured that day. Ebou Sanyang explained that 
he resisted a lot in the beginning but eventually as the 
beating persisted, he submitted.

The witness explained the lasting effects that torture 
session had on him, telling the Commission that up until 
the present day he still gets back pain. Eventually Paul 
Mendy, a corporal, who had been in the room while the 
witness was being tortured, told Sergeant Faye to stop, 
saying “what you are doing is unlawful”.

Ebou Sanyang tried to report the beating to the relevant 
Legal Officer, Bahoreh Jaiteh, to no avail. He told the 
Commission he was detained at Yundum military camp 
from 26th August until 18th October but was not actually 
released until 20th October. 

When asked about his release, Ebou Sanyang explained 
that General Saul Badjie, MM Bah, and Sillah Kujabi 
came to question him. They revealed to him that the 
reason for arrest had shifted from the theft of the sheep 
to an attempted plan to overthrow the government. 
According to what the witness remembered, they 
accused him of conniving with ex-Gambian soldiers in 
Senegal to overthrow the government, and asked who 
he was communicating with outside the country. The 
witness replied that, apart from his family, he did not 
communicate with anyone else.

On 20th October, the witness was handed over to the 
National Intelligence Agency, NIA, by Captain Jangum, 
Staff Sergeant Yahya Jatta, and Lance Corporal Jarju. 
He remained at the NIA for almost 4 months while they 
investigated his affairs at the Guinea-Bissau embassy. 
He said he was detained alongside two soldiers, 

Jahateh and Jawo, and two civilians, Bakary Fatty 
and Momodou Sabally. He told the Commission the 
soldiers were packed away in Bambadinka because 
they had dared to utter that Yahya Jammeh would not 
win the upcoming election. Ebou Sanyang admitted 
to the Commission that he felt he was one of the 
lucky people because everyone knew the NIA had 
unlimited power in the Gambia at the time, but he 
was never maltreated there. 

The witness also described being detained at the NIA 
on the day of the 2016 presidential election. When 
Adama Barrow was declared as the winner, he said, 
the NIA officers immediately began abandoning the 
compound. 

The witness recounted how “It 
looked like a bomb had dropped at 
the NIA. That was the day I believe 

in the power of a ballot box”
After the election, soldiers had to be brought in from 
the State House to take up the duties of the runaway 
NIA officers. The witness attested he saw no smoke 
or fires during that time. He described one incident 
where people gathered with vehicles outside the NIA 
premises and tried to force their way in. The witness 
remembered them shouting: “Sheikh Omar Jeng and 
Yankuba Badjie the heads of the NIA, give them to me. 
We will kill them.”

Ebou Sanyang secured his official release on 14th 

January 2017. In his time at the NIA, he was never 
allowed the service of a lawyer, nor was he taken 
in front of a judge. The Lead Counsel asked him if 
he knew that his rights were being violated by the 
NIA and the witness answered in the affirmative. The 
Lead Counsel thus ended his questions.

The Chair asked the witness if any of the detainees 
tried to run away after the NIA officers abandoned 
camp. He responded that even after Adama Barrow 
had been declared the winner of the presidential 
election, none of the detainees attempted to escape 
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and instead decided to wait for their official release. The 
final question came from Bishop Odico who bluntly asked 
if the witness was ever in possession of the four stolen 
sheep, which the witness vehemently denied.

Ebou Sanyang began his final remarks by advocating 
for people who violate others’ rights to be brought to 
justice. He spoke strongly about the power of the law 
and stressed that people should follow and abide by 
it. He then expressed his belief that the law was the 
only thing that could develop the country and urged The 
Gambian Armed Forces to stop selective justice. Ebou 
Sanyang ended by denouncing tribalism and encouraging 
positions of power to be filled by competent people so as 
to protect the integrity of the Gambia.

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary arrest (of Ebou Sangyang in 2016)

Sergeant Bojang and Lance Corporal Jammeh

Arbitrary arrest (of Ebou Sanyang’s brother and sister)

Captain Sanneh

Arbitrary detention (of Ebou Sanyang)

Captain Sanneh, Commander Captain Jangum, Shygle 
Nyassi, Sergeant Faye, General Saul Badjie, MM Bah, and 
Sillah Kujabi, Staff Sergeant Yahya Jatta, Lance Corporal 
Jarju, Sheikh Omar Jeng

Torture of (Ebou Sanyang in 2016)

Sergeant Faye
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Habib Touray, a youth leader from the community of Kartong, was arrested by the Police Intervention Unit/security 
forces in 2015 alongside other local environmental activists for protesting sand mining outside the village.
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WITNESS NAME: Lang Tombong TAMBA 

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 14th, 15th, & 16th December 
2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The organisation of The Gambia 
Armed Forces, Yahya Jammeh’s 1994 coup, Ndure 
Cham’s 2006 attempted coup and the witness’ role in 
the investigations that followed, his implication in the 
2009 alleged coup 

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): 3rd in Command of 
State Guards in 1994 and Chief of Defence Staff of the 
Gambia Armed Forces from 2006-2009

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Partook in the defence 
of the State House during Yahya Jammeh’s 1994 coup, 
deputy Chief of Defence Staff and member of panel 
investigating Ndure Cham’s 2006 attempted coup, 
arrested, detained, and convicted on charges of treason 
in 2009 on accusations of plotting a coup

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Lang Tombong Tamba began his testimony by explaining 
he was born in January 1967 in Sintet and charting 
his professional career. After obtaining his O levels, he 
started training in the Gendarmerie in August 1981. After 
rising up the ranks and participating in training courses 
in Turkey, Ghana, Israel and Taiwan, he was posted to 
the presidential guards while Sir Dawda Jawara was 
President. After the 1994 coup, he spent a few months 

at Yundum Barracks running supply and transport 
before being appointed State Guard commander 
following the November 1994 coup attempt. 

In 2004, after serving in Sierra Leone37 and teaching 
at the training school, the witness was appointed 
Deputy Chief of Defence Staff, CDS. He served in 
this capacity under Vincent Jatta, Assan Sarr, and 
Ndure Cham. 

Following Ndure Cham’s failed 
coup, he was appointed CDS in 
2006, where he served for three 
and a half years until he himself 

was implicated in a coup attempt 
and removed from his post. 

The witness agreed with the Lead Counsel that going 
by the trend many CDSs wound up in trouble. 

The Lead Counsel then went over Lang Tombong 
Tamba’s rise through the ranks in great detail, 
pointing out that from 2001 to 2009 he rose from 
major to lieutenant general. While the witness agreed 
that some promotions were based on favouritism, he 
insisted it was based on merit in his case. He said 
that when he was CDS they planned to restructure 
and expand the army, which explained why they 
created new ranks. The Lead Counsel then asked 
point blank if the Gambia Armed Forces, GAF, was too 
small to merit having a lieutenant general or colonels 
and lieutenant colonels. 

The witness deflected the Lead Counsel’s questions, 
saying that there were 7000 personnel in the armed 
forces in 2009 and describing how their plans to 
open barracks in three other locations across The 
Gambia necessitated having higher ranked soldiers 
to occupy the command positions. While the Lead 
Counsel put forth that “the floodgates were opened 
for promotions, very very rapid promotions” the 
witness continued to insist that if he could see it as 
a soldier, he would understand. 

37Likely as a part of the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone
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back and forth the witness agreed that the chief 
of intelligence of the army should have academic 
qualifications. However, when the Lead Counsel 
sought to clarify further whether someone with just 
an ordinary level of certification – “mediocres and 
people with no achievements” would be qualified to 
be director of intelligence in The Gambia National 
Army, the witness replied it was sad that he was 
calling people who tried their best to carry out their 
functions “mediocre.” 

The Lead Counsel grew heated, and accused Lang 
Tombong Tamba of trying to pit him against other 
people. The witness responded if he was doing that, 
he was sorry, but he wanted to justify himself. The 
Lead Counsel said he was asking whether people with 
mediocre qualifications were holding high positions. 
The Chair then interjected, saying it was time for a 
break, and asked the witness and the Lead Counsel 
to join him in the back room. 

After the break, the witness withdrew his statement, 
and the Lead Counsel insisted he would never 
suggest that the armed forces of The Gambia were 
mediocre and opined that every Gambian should be 
thankful to the armed forces and all members of the 
security services. The Lead Counsel then restated 
his question about whether promotions in the military 
were purely based on merit, explicitly stating that he 
was not asking about the witness’ tenure specifically. 
After deflecting, the witness was talked into agreeing 
that he did not know for sure whether the promotions 
recommended by the president were based on merit 
because he had no control over the process 

The Lead Counsel then moved on to Lang Tombong 
Tamba’s time at State House in 1994. The witness 
testified that at the time he was 3rd in command of the 
uniformed guards at State House. He added that the 
2nd in command was Captain Demba Njie,38 who was 
responsible for the plainclothes officers. When asked 
about how he came to be in this position considering 
he had begun his career in the gendarme, the 
witness explained how following the disintegration 
of the Senegambian Confederation,39 the gendarme 
was dissolved with personnel going to the police and 
army. Those that remained were formed into a new 

The Lead Counsel took a step back and reminded Lang 
Tombong Tamba he was not suggesting that the witness 
was responsible for the rapid promotions, nor that the 
president lacked the authority to grant promotions. When 
he asked if rapid promotions occurred throughout Yahya 
Jammeh’s rule, the witness responded that he could not 
speak to the situation, as it did not happen during his 
time. The Lead Counsel reframed his question, yet the 
witness continued to present the same arguments for 
the promotions. 

After the Lead Counsel cast aspersions as to the 
educational attainment of those who served in the 
highest ranks of the military, the witness detailed how 
beyond the President and the CDS, the “Q Commission” 
promoted people who had served for a long period with a 
good track record. The Lead Counsel restated his original 
question of whether the promotions the witness knew 
about were based on merit, which began another round of 
circular arguments until the witness told the Commission 
he believed that the promotions he oversaw were based 
on merit, as were the ones advanced by President 
Yaya Jammeh. When asked why, he said it was “power 
alongside merit.” The Lead Counsel, growing increasingly 
frustrated, asked if the witness was saying “there are no 
promotions in the army simply on the basis of tribalism?”

Lang Tombong Tamba responded “no” and began 
discussing his deputy Yankuba Drammeh, at which point 
the Lead Counsel interjected to clarify that he was not 
referring specifically to Jolas or any other group and 
was not even asking for an example. When the witness 
insisted he be allowed to give his justification for his 
statement, the Lead Counsel said it was unnecessary, 
as he had said there was no tribalism. The witness dug 
in his heels, and the Lead Counsel relented, saying he 
would give him the time to explain himself, even if it took 
two days. The witness rebutted that if his comments 
on tribalism in the army were unnecessary, then all 
his comments were unnecessary. He said that other 
witnesses before the Commission had alleged that the 
military was based on tribal lines, and that as he was 
at the helm of things, he wanted to shed light on the 
situation for the Commissioners. 

The Lead Counsel asked if the intelligence service should 
be staffed the most qualified people, and in the ensuing 

38See TRR Digest Edition 4 pages 40 – 43 and TRRC Digest Edition 2 pages 35 – 37.
39The Senegambia confederation was a loose union of The Gambia and Senegal founded on 1 February 1982. It was 
intended to promote cooperation between the two countries, but was dissolved by Senegal on 30 September 1989 after 
The Gambia refused to move closer toward union.
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unit called the Tactical Support Group, TSG. In response 
to the Lead Counsel’s question, the witness replied that 
he was too junior an officer at the time to know whether it 
was the Nigerians who had advocated for the disbanding 
of the gendarme.

At the time, the witness said, the army felt they were 
more trained than the gendarme, but opinion was “out 
of ignorance” because the gendarme had both military 
and gendarme (he later referred to it as “police”) training 
in and out of the country. He agreed that this also led 
many gendarmes to believe that they were superior to the 
police. These beliefs, the attested, created operational 
problems as they each felt superior to the others. 

This sentiment carried over into the TSG, who were 
responsible for protecting the president and sensitive 
installations and thus believed themselves superior 
to others. The witness also confirmed that the most 
sophisticated weapons in the gendarme were moved to 
the army, and claimed this was likely a political decision 
that was made by the President on advice from his 
Nigerian security advisors. This decision had a negative 
impact on the morale of the men, “what makes a soldier 
to be proud is the type of armament he has,” the witness 
said, “taking the sophisticated weapons and giving him 
the less heavier weapons, that is equivalent to disarming 
him, so the impact was negative.”

Lang Tombong Tamba agreed that the gendarme was 
also meant to serve as a counter force to the army, after 
which the Lead Counsel cited its role in quelling the 
mutinies launched by Gambian soldiers returning from 
Liberia in the early 1990s.40 The witness confirmed that 
by stripping the gendarme of its heavy weapons, they 
were less able to deal with insurgencies.

Moving up to July 1994, the witness explained that in 
June President Dawda Jawara travelled to Morocco before 
proceeding to his annual leave in the United Kingdom. 
The commander of the presidential guards Captain Lamin 
Kaba Bajo and Lieutenant Demba Njie accompanied him 
on the 45-day trip. At the time rumours of a planned coup 
against Dawda Jawara were thick in the air. The witness, 
who was the most senior man on the ground, told the 
Commission he briefed his commander Lamin Kaba Bajo 

that the rumour was the coup would be launched 
when Dawda Jawara returned from his leave.

When Dawda Jawara’s plane landed at the airport, 
Lang Tombong Tamba continued, he put the TSG 
on standby and used a strong force to escort the 
President back to the State House. While they worked 
with the police and army for the welcoming ceremony, 
there was no coordination on responding to the 
rumoured impending coup. The witness agreed with 
the Lead Counsel that there should have been more 
coordination, and blamed the Nigerians in charge of 
the military for not doing more to root out the coup 
plotters.

Back at the airport, the witness said, he was 
surprised to see Yahya Jammeh, who at the time was 
the head of the military police, unaccompanied and 
openly armed with a pistol. 

The Nigerians disarmed Yahya 
Jammeh and sent him away, but the 
witness said he was not convinced 

that he actually left the airport. 
He also noticed that on this occasion the President 
did not inspect a guard of honour – which he said 
was likely on Captain Lamin Kaba Bajo’s orders and 
related to the coup rumours - and went straight from 
the plane to his car and on to State House. 

Lang Tambong Tamba recalled that during a meeting 
back at State House with Captain Lamin Kaba Bajo 
he suggested the men stay on standby in case the 
coup happened overnight. After spending the night at 
State House, the witness was granted permission to 
head home to freshen up the next morning. However, 
on his way out the gate someone at the guard 
room told him Lamin Kaba Bajo had just called and 
ordered him to return to State House immediately. 
The Captain had received word that soldiers were 
marching from Yundum to the State House at that 
very moment. The witness alerted the commander of 
the TSG at Fajara Barracks, Major Turo Jawneh, of the 

40Gambian soldiers who had recently returned from the peacekeeping missions in Liberia mutinied on two separate 
occasions on 13th June 1991 and 3rd February 1992.
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Lang Tombong Tamba told the Commission he sent 
Bakary Camara to serve as messenger between 
him and Edward Singhateh. When Edward Singhateh 
said he wanted to see President Dawda Jawara, 
the witness responded that the President was not 
around. As they exchanged messages, more soldiers 
arrived at Edward Singhateh’s position. Meanwhile 
the witness was receiving reports that the unit 
at Denton Bridge who was supposed to keep the 
mutineers out of Banjul had ended up joining them. 
He said the appearance of TSG Lieutenant Binneh 
Minteh43 at Edward Singhateh’s side confirmed the 
report. 

The Lead Counsel interrupted the witness’ narration 
and asked him to respond to the claim that at this 
point Yahya Jammeh called him at State House and 
they had a conversation in the Jola language. The 
witness disputed the assertion, pointing out there 
were no mobile phones at the time, and that all 
communication was passed through Bakary Camara. 

Returning to his decision-making process, Lang 
Tombong Tamba said Edward Singhateh and his 
forces had far superior weaponry including RPGs and 
mortars and their numbers were swelling. Meanwhile, 
the witness and his forces were in an enclosed 
space, they were not receiving any reinforcements, 
and their armoury at the old Atlantic Hotel had 
been captured. The Lead Counsel then approached 
the witness with the testimony of Alagie Gaye,44 a 
plainclothes bodyguard who suggested that the arms 
in the armoury were in fact taken out to mount a 
defence. The witness said that Alagie Gaye must 
have been making a mistake because it was clear 
that the mutineers had overpowered the TSG forces 
at the bridge in a very short period. 

As commander on the ground, the witness continued, 
he had to decide whether to engage the forces in 
battle or surrender. He decided to surrender and 
open the gates, reasoning that they would eventually 
be overpowered and that he did not want to sacrifice 
his men in a battle they had no chance of winning. 
Furthermore, their duty was to protect the President, 
who was not even in State House at the time. Referring 

situation and had another briefing session with Lamin 
Kaba Bajo where they went over the defensive plans for 
State House. 

It was around 10 in the morning when this was all going 
on, the witness claimed, and it just so happened that 
the American Ambassador was at State House meeting 
with the Vice President at the time, Saihou Sabally. 
Upon hearing that soldiers were marching towards State 
House, the Vice President and the American Ambassador 
convinced President Dawda Jawara he would be safer 
on the American naval ship docked at the port that was 
in The Gambia to conduct training exercises. According 
to the witness, Captain Lamin Kaba Bajo followed the 
President to the port, then returned to State House to 
check on the defensive plan, then went back to the port 
to check on the President. 

At the time there were conflicting reports that the 
mutinying soldiers had overrun Fajara Barracks. Lang 
Tombong Tamba told the Commission that the TSG from 
Fajara barracks who had been deployed to Denton Bridge 
were reporting that the mutineers were getting close 
to the bridge. None the less he stayed at State House 
awaiting more information from the unit posted at the 
bridge. The Presidential Guards at the State House, he 
claimed, were only armed with two machine guns and 
small AK-47 rifles. 

The rebel soldiers approached State House in two groups, 
one of which was coming from the direction of McCarthy 
Square and being led by Edward Singhateh.41 Lieutenant 
Sonko (the witness clarified it was not Ousman Sonko) 
reported seeing Yahya Jammeh on the main road around 
the social welfare offices. The witness remembered being 
in the Guard Room with Staff Sergeant Ensa Tamba, Staff 
Sergeant Bakary Camara, and Warrant Officer Class Two 
Musa Jammeh.42 

When he looked through the main gate 
towards the market, and saw Edward 
Singhateh kneeling down aiming his 

rocket propelled grenade, RPG, at the 
main entrance of State House. 

41See TRRC Digest Edition 9 pages 152- 187.
42We believe this is the Musa Jammeh also known as “Maliamoogoo” who became Yahya Jammeh’s bodyguard 
and who passed away in 2007.
43See TRRC Digest Edition 1 pages 24 – 25.
44The Alagie Gaye who testified in Session 18 of the TRRC.
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to an incident involving Kenyan and Indian soldiers in the 
United Nations mission who were disarmed by rebels in 
Sierra Leone45, he instructed them to open the gates and 
allow the mutineers to enter the State House. 

The Lead Counsel asked the witness whether it was Musa 
Jammeh who opened the gate for Edward Singhateh. 
Lang Tombong Tamba said that Musa Jammeh did do the 
physical opening, but it was on his orders. After Edward 
Singhateh entered the compound, they opened up the 
second gate on Marina Parade where Yahya Jammeh was 
waiting. 

Returning to the force that had been mounted at Denton 
Bridge, Lang Tombong Tamba said in retrospect they had 
little chance of stopping the soldiers due to the inferiority 
of their weaponry. The Lead Counsel suggested they had 
received evidence that Edward Singhateh had threatened 
to blow up Denton Bridge, and asked whether this would 
have actually aided the defence of the State House. The 
witness disagreed, saying that even if the bridge had 
been destroyed the mutinying soldiers could have used 
the fishing boats to cross into Banjul. Before breaking for 
lunch, the Chair asked the witness to describe how he 
planned to defend State House. The witness replied that 
they were hoping on getting reinforcements from Bakau, 
but seeing that they were outgunned and outmanned 
changed his calculus.

After the lunch break the Lead Counsel moved on to 
Ndure Cham’s coup attempt in 2006.46 Lang Tombong 
Tamba confirmed that he was Ndure Cham’s deputy when 
he was first made aware of the coup plot in early 2006 
through a report from head of armed forces intelligence 
Lieutenant Bo Baaji.47 Upon receiving the news, he 
testified, he knew he had to tell his superiors including 
the President himself. However, he felt he could not go 
to Yahya Jammeh at that particular moment because the 
President was angry with him for a mishap in Peru. 

Upon further questioning, the witness revealed that in 
2006 he was managing The Gambia’s men’s football 
team at the under-17 World Cup in Peru. 

When The Gambia was eliminated 
from the competition, the President 
blamed the witness for not applying 
a “juju” that had been prepared by 

Aziz Tamba for the tournament. 
The witness claimed it was Sidi Kinteh who had applied 
the juju, but the President had been misinformed, 
and did not hide his anger over the issue.

Returning to the 2006 coup plot, Lang Tombong 
Tamba told the Commission that instead of going 
directly to the President he went to Matarr Jarju, 
one of his trusted aides, briefed him on the coup 
plot, and advised him to speak with Bo Baaji. The 
witness insisted the information they had was more 
than a rumour as it had had been “processed and 
interpreted” by the intelligence services. Matarr Jarju 
later called the witness, and told him that Yahya 
Jammeh said the coup plot was fake and that he 
believed someone was interested in usurping Ndure 
Cham’s position as CDS. The witness called Bo Baaji 
and told him to contact Matarr Jarju to give him the 
intelligence first hand. According to the witness, Bo 
Baaji obliged, but was met with the same scepticism.  

After failing to convince the President of the 
seriousness of the coup plot, the witness continued, 
he and Bo Baaji agreed that in the future they would 
ensure that if the President travelled out of the 
country the witness would remain in The Gambia to 
foil any potential coup attempt. However, one day, 
while the witness was making plans to visit Gambian 
peacekeepers in Darfur, Bo Baaji informed him that 
the President would be travelling to Mauritania. In 
response, the witness said, he changed his travel 
plans. 

At the same time, Lang Tombong Tamba testified, the 
head of the transportation unit in Yundum advised him 
not to travel to Darfur. The head of the transportation 
unit told the witness that a soldier named Mbaye 

45In May 2000 rebels in Sierra Leone captured nearly 500 UN personnel and held them hostage.
46See TRRC Digest Edition 17 where Ndure Cham’s attempted coup is discussed by many witnesses.
47See TRRC Digest Edition 17 pages 117 – 125.
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He explained that Peter Singhateh’s 
presence in a coup made no sense 
considering his brother was in the 
government, and again said if he 

wanted to take power, “it was going 
to be like on a silver platter for me. 
Who would have stopped me from 
being the president that day, if that 

was my intention?”
Lang Tombong Tamba agreed with the Lead Counsel 
that Peter Singhateh could have made a deal to keep 
his brother in the government, but did not engage 
when it was pointed out that there were other 
defences that could have stopped him from taking 
the Presidency at the time. He maintained that if 
he had a personal issue with Ndure Cham or Yahya 
Jammeh, he could have easily taken their positions 
in that moment. The Lead Counsel then suggested 
that Yahya Jammeh was well aware of the coup 
plot, and before leaving the country had ensured 
that sufficient defences were in place to ensure the 
coup would fail and was hoping to draw the plotters 
out. The witness said this theory did not match the 
realities on the ground at the time considering the 
State Guard commander was unaware of the plot 
until the witness played Mbaye Gaye’s recording. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness if he knew 
MA Bah.50 The witness said he did, after which the 
Lead Counsel said that MA Bah had alleged that 
he discussed the coup attempt with the witness 
beforehand. The witness hotly shot back that MA 
Bah was not to be trusted and that his former orderly 
would corroborate his testimony. He pointed out that 
after making this accusation, MA Bah was given a 
pardon and reinstated back in the army and paid 
salary for the years he spent in jail. He said that 
Yahya Darboe51 had already testified before the TRRC 

Gaye had been called into defence headquarters by 
Bunja Darboe48 and briefed about a coup planned for that 
day. The witness ordered that Mbaye Gaye be sent to his 
house around Mile 7. In the presence of Bo Baaji, Mbaye 
Gaye explained that he had declined to be a part of the 
coup, but none the less Bunja Darboe had asked him to 
meet Ndure Cham at his residence in Bakau at 5pm. The 
witness claimed he gave Mbaye Gaye a tape recorder 
and ordered him to proceed to Ndure Cham’s house and 
record their conversation.

While Mbaye Gaye was at Ndure Cham’s house, the 
witness continued, he called the Inspector General of 
the Police, IGP Ousman Sonko, the commandant at the 
armed forces training school Ousman Badjie, and the 
commander at the State Guards Colonel Serigne Modou 
Njie, and Bo Baaji, and told them to come to his house. 
He led them all into his bedroom where they listened to 
the recording Mbaye Gaye brought back, which confirmed 
that Ndure Cham was planning on launching a coup that 
very day.

Under repeated questioning from the Lead Counsel, 
Lang Tombong Tamba insisted he had the recording 
made because he wanted to have evidence, as his initial 
briefings to the President had not been well received. He 
added that he had to act on the reports that a coup was 
being plotted because if the coup was launched and failed 
and it came to be known that he had prior knowledge, he 
would be accused of being a part of the plot. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to respond 
to the accusation that he was among the coup plotters. 
The witness firmly denied the allegations. He argued 
that if power was his goal, he could have taken over 
the presidency at the time, as he had reason to arrest 
Ndure Cham and his co-conspirators, and President 
Yahya Jammeh was still out of the country. The Lead 
Counsel repeated his question, accusing the witness of 
not answering it. The witness - referring specifically to the 
allegation brought by a previous witness at the TRRC49 
who claimed that Ndure Cham mentioned Lang Tombong 
Tamba and Peter Singhateh were involved in the coup - 
completely refuted the claim. 

48See TRRC Digest Edition 5 pages 46 – 52.
49See Wassa Camara’s testimony in TRRC Digest Edition 17 page 60.
50Momodou Alieu Bah also testified in session 18 of the TRRC.
51See TRRC Digest Edition 17 pages 75 – 81.
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that Numo Kujabi and the head of the Ministry of Justice 
approached him saying if they agreed to implicate the 
witness, they would be pardoned and allowed to go home. 

When the Lead Counsel suggested that soldiers were 
terminating one another’s careers through accusations 
that led to life imprisonment, Lang Tombong Tamba 
insisted that those who were convicted of the 2006 coup 
attempt were guilty, and that they implicated the witness 
because they were angry he had foiled their attempt. 

“For them, I was the one who foiled 
the coup, I was the one who sent them 
to prison. So, they have to collude to 
fabricate lies that I was part of it.”

The Lead Counsel then presented the witness with 
a list of names and asked if they were involved in the 
coup. Responding one at a time, the witness said that 
Daba Marenah, then Director General of the National 
Intelligence Agency, NIA, was traveling with the President 
at the time and there was no evidence presented during 
the panel interrogation that he was involved. Ebou 
Lowe52, he said, was posted in Kanilai and while he was 
not aware of his involvement, others mentioned his name. 
He also remembered Manlafi Corr being mentioned as 
being informed of the coup in advance. Taking a step 
back the witness said that the first information they had 
implicated Ndure Cham and his military assistant Bunja 
Darboe. When Bunja Darboe appeared before the panel, 
he mentioned others names and was followed by Wassa 
Camara.53

When asked why Daba Marenah was arrested if there 
was no evidence implicating him, Lang Tombong Tamba 
responded that was a question for those who arrested 
him. Despite admitting he participated in the panel 
interrogation of Daba Marenah, the witness continued to 
argue that he was not present at Daba Marenah’s arrest 
and that in general the panel was not responsible for 
arrests. He declined to affirm that the arrest itself was 
unlawful, saying it happened outside the country and that 
the NIA was in charge. He refused to comment whether 
Daba Marenah’s arrest was a result of infighting at the 
top levels of the NIA. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to explain 
how the panels themselves worked. When the 
witness began explaining how he organised the 
defence chiefs, the Lead Counsel interrupted and 
asked him to identify who he arrested and move 
on. The witness protested, saying he wanted to give 
a detailed explanation to the Commission.  The 
witness eventually relented, but made sure to say 
he did so against his will. Nevertheless the Lead 
Counsel dug in his heels, pointing out they were 
mandated to investigate human rights violations, not 
what happened in the army. 

After an exchange between the witness, the Lead 
Counsel and the Chair on the Commissioners’ 
relative power in the TRRC, the Lead Counsel again 
asked Lang Tombong Tamba to identify who they 
arrested and in what order. According to the witness, 
Bunja Darboe was arrested before Yahya Jammeh’s 
plane even landed and was the first to be brought 
before the panel that night. During his interrogation 
Bunja Darboe mentioned that Wassa Camara was 
also involved, and he was subsequently found at the 
barracks trying to cover up his tracks, 

Taking a step back, the witness 
clarified that the panel was 

established under the direction 
of President Yahya Jammeh, who 

appointed its members. 
The panel was led by the NIA and someone named 
Hydara,54 whose first name the witness did not 
remember, was the lead investigator. He also 
remembered Ousman Sonko being present at least 
on the first day. He said the panel consisted of ten or 
more people, to which the Lead Counsel suggested 
it was closer to 20, which caused a short back and 
forth. 

Moving on, Lang Tombong Tamba recalled that Foday 
Barry and Baba Saho,55 both of whom had previously 
been fired form the NIA, joined the panel a few days 
into its existence of the order of Yahya Jammeh, who 
was upset with their progress. When asked about 

52The Lead Counsel initially said Alieu Lowe but the the witness later corrected him.
53See TRRC Digest Edition 17 pages 59 – 68.
54Likely Momodou Hydara who was Deputy Director of the NIA in March 2006 and who has since confessed to sitting on 
the panel at the time. He testified before the TRRC on 4th February 2021.
55Foday Barry and Baba Saho testified before the TRRC on 9th and 10th February 2021, respectively.
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an exchange between the witness and the Counsel, 
who in the panel was Hydara. He implied that the 
rest of the panel were passive onlookers.

In response to questions from the Lead Counsel the 
witness said there was no particular person taking 
statements at the panel, but that in general that was 
the prerogative of the NIA and the Police. When asked 
about the role of the Junglers, the witness replied 
they were there to collect and drop off people from 
Mile Two.  The Lead Counsel then said their evidence 
suggested the Junglers were there to torture people 
into obtaining confessions. He asked the witness if 
this were true or false.

Lang Tombong Tamba replied that might be the 
evidence they had received from others, but as far as 
he was concerned, the Junglers were there to escort 
people back and forth from Mile 2. The Lead Counsel 
pressed further, suggesting that some people were 
tortured before being interrogated by the panel and 
that the torturers happened in the same compound. 
The witness pushed back, saying that after the 
interrogation, the witnesses would be taken to make 
statements, then given to the Junglers to return to 
Mile 2. However, he added that he was not privy to 
what happened outside of the panel interrogations 
and proffered that the Junglers could have taken 
the suspects out of Mile 2 on their own. He insisted 
that if people had been beaten in front of the panel, 
members of the panel would not have kept quiet. 
When the Lead Counsel retorted that this was exactly 
what other people allege happened, the witness said 
it was not true. 

When asked about the interview 
environment at the panels, the 

witness claimed it was similar to 
the proceedings at the TRRC. 

He said he never saw any threats issued, that guilty 
people confessed from the beginning, and that there 
were no signs of torture. He stated that the people 
who had come before the Commission and claimed 
they were tortured at the panel were lying. However, 

Alagie Martin,56 the witness said he did not remember 
sharing the panel with him, but that he did send him to 
escort Faring Sanyang back to Mile 2. Elaborating, the 
witness said that one day Faring Sanyang was brought to 
the panel covered in wounds. When the witness asked 
what happened, Faring Sanyang said the Junglers had 
beaten him. The witness claimed he was dismayed, and 
ordered Alagie Martin to take Faring Sanyang back to 
Mile 2. 

The Lead Counsel asked the witness if he investigated 
who among the Junglers tortured Faring Sanyang and 
why, to which the witness replied he did not, adding that 
the Junglers were not answerable to him. He said the 
Junglers belonged to a special unit, and from what he 
has learned at the TRRC, they took their directives from 
the President. The Lead Counsel challenged the witness, 
saying that as he was deputy CDS, and the Junglers were 
part of the army, under the law they should be under 
his command. The witness agreed, but when the Lead 
Counsel pointed out this was in violation of the law, the 
witness claimed ignorance.

Lang Tombong Tamba then took issue with the Lead 
Counsel’s comment to abandon his “preconceived ideas,” 
and another back and forth ensued, with the witness 
saying he was providing extra context to his answers 
because he wanted to help the Commission understand.

The Lead Counsel withdrew the word “preconceived,” and 
then asked the witness to confirm that the Junglers beat 
Faring Sanyang. The witness reiterated that the Junglers 
were not under his command and that the beating was 
not done in front of the panel before confirming that 
Faring Sanyang claimed the Junglers had tortured him. He 
agreed that under the law the Junglers should have been 
accountable to him, but in reality they were answering 
directly to the President, and that they must have been 
taking part in the investigation on the President’s orders.

Lang Tombong Tamba then confirmed that the panel 
consisted of people from the NIA, police, and army. He 
again stated that Hydara from the NIA was the person 
asking the questions. He claimed that if he wanted to 
ask a question during the panel, he would first go through 
Hydara. He likened the set-up of the panel to the TRRC 
with a group of Commissioners or panellists listening to 

56See TRRC Digest Edition 5 pages 53 – 57.
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he again hedged that they had no control over whether 
tortures happened after interrogation by the panel. The 
Lead Counsel again pressed him on this point, arguing 
that the interview panel and the torture sessions were 
designed to “drum confessions out of witnesses.”

In a long statement, Lang Tombong Tamba equivocated, 
restating his position that no one was tortured in front 
of the panel, but adding they were not responsible for 
what happened after a witness left the room. After 
another exchange over whether the witness was actually 
answering the questions, the witness confirmed that the 
Junglers were present during the panel investigations, 
but disputed that they were armed in the conference 
hall, saying they left their weapons in their cars at the 
NIA premises. When the Lead Counsel suggested that 
the interrogations happened at night, the witness said 
they happened at all times of day, but that they pursued 
investigations at night because they wanted to speed up 
the case. He categorically denied that most happened at 
night. 

Moving back to the interview environment, the witness 
again compared the panel to the TRRC, even in the 
physical set up of the Commissioners off the side of 
the exchange between the witness and the counsel. The 
witness claimed the exchanges were as cordial as the 
TRRC. At this point the Lead Counsel interjected that they 
had received an entirely different description from other 
witnesses. The witness stuck to his story, and suggested 
the Lead Counsel call other members of the panel to 
testify. He again called other witness’ reputations into 
question, saying that many of them denied participating 
in the coup back in 2006, but later admitted their guilt 
before the TRRC. 

The Lead Counsel retorted that those witnesses should 
in fact be applauded, as opposed to derided, for telling 
the truth before the TRRC, notwithstanding the other 
crimes they may have committed. When the Lead Counsel 
tried to move on, Lang Tombong Tamba protested, saying 
that those who made this claim had changed their story 
multiple times between the panel, their court martial, and 
the TRRC. He called them “tainted witnesses.” The Chair 
then intervened, imploring that the inquiry stick to human 
rights abuses and not stray from the mandate. He pointed 

out that the witness was a key senior person in the 
previous government and there was lot of material 
to cover, thus focusing on deep explanations and 
constant back-and-forths were eating valuable time. 
He assured the witness that the Commission was 
not established to embarrass anyone or deny them 
a fair hearing. 

The Lead Counsel then confirmed that the Junglers 
were also sometimes in the interview room, before 
initiating another exchange on whether there were 10 
or 20 people in the panel, with the witness finally 
saying it was above 10 people, which could include 
20. When the Lead Counsel grew frustrated, the 
witness said he could not say exactly 20 people 
because he did not remember. The Lead Counsel 
then adjourned the hearing until the next day. 

The next morning the Lead Counsel began by asking 
Lang Tombong Tamba whether he sat in on other 
investigative panels beyond those associated with 
the 2006 attempted coup by Ndure Cham. When the 
witness asked to be reminded of which other panels 
he was a part of, the Lead Counsel indicated there 
was evidence he was present in the interrogation 
of the journalist Madi Ceesay,57 which the witness 
denied. The Lead Counsel explained that Madi 
Ceesay had testified before the Commission that 
he was arrested along with other journalist in April 
2006,58 in his case for writing an article alleging that 
the head of the NIA was arrested along with the coup 
plotters, which led to then Director General of the NIA 
Harry Sambou59 losing his job. Madi Ceesay claimed 
he was taken to the NIA and interrogated by a panel 
that include the witness.

The witness steadfastly denied the charge, asserting 
that Madi Ceesay’s arrest was in relation to the coup 
attempt, and reminding the Lead Counsel that he 
was taken off the panels early. Despite repeated 
questioning, he insisted he did not sit on Madi 
Ceesay’s panel and that he could not identify Madi 
Ceesay today. The Lead Counsel acknowledged that 
the witness was taken off the panels early, and that 
the interrogation of Madi Ceesay occurred within the 
same timeframe as the investigation of the coup plot. 

57See TRRC Digest Edition 6 pages 70 – 75.
58In April 2006, a number of journalists were arrested for allegedly supplying information to Freedom Newspaper, an 
online news site run by Gambian dissidents based in the United States.
59Harry Sambou appeared before the TRRC on 26th January 2021.
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Apparently, Yayha Jammeh at first took the advice, 
but then called back two minutes later asking why 
the witness was defending Sheriff Mustapha Dibba 
and questioning whether he was part of the coup. 
Yahya Jammeh then told him to stop attending the 
panel. He said Hydara later told him that that Musa 
Jammeh, who was also present, told the President 
that the witness was lying about Sheriff Mustapha 
Dibba.

The Lead Counsel thanked the witness for his 
treatment of Sheriff Mustapha Dibba, but said that 
everyone should have received that treatment. While 
he charged that the witness was mentioned at panels 
in April 2006, the witness maintained that by April 
he had already been removed from the panels. The 
Lead Counsel then read from a Wikipedia page that 
Sheriff Mustapha Dibba was arrested in April 2006 
and detained for nine days before being dismissed 
as speaker. The witness suggested that the author 
of the Wikipedia page might have been referring to 
his detention, insisting that Sheriff Mustapha Dibba 
appeared before the panel the same day he was 
arrested, which was also when he was fired from the 
panel. The Lead Counsel referred to other articles 
in the Gambia press that put the event on April 6th, 
the witness responded: “so let us be clear here, that 
I am not a computer just like this laptop is storing 
information.” He none the less insisted that he was 
not at the panel for the two journalists the Lead 
Counsel had previously mentioned. 

When asked how he became part of the panel, 
Lang Tombong Tamba responded that he led the 
team that foiled the coup and implied that he was 
among the team who arrested Bunja Darboe and his 
co-conspirators. He said it was that evening, once 
the President arrived back from Mauritania, that the 
panel was sanctioned to interrogate those who had 
been arrested. The witness confirmed that he and 
the other senior members of the panel were reporting 
to Yahya Jammeh.

However, he continued, there came a time when the 
President was not satisfied with the panel’s work 
and instructed the witness to bring Baba Saho and 
Foday Barry back to the NIA to join the panel that 

However, he continued, Madi Ceesay 
specifically claimed that he was 

tortured before being brought in front 
of the panel, and that Lang Tombong 
Tamba warned him to never discuss 

the torture. None the less, the 
witness maintained that he had never 

met Madi Ceesay. 
Moving on, The Lead Counsel read from the statement of 
Musa Saidykhan,60 who claimed that, after being tortured 
at the NIA, they were detained to avoid the story of what 
happened to them leaking. Eventually, he testified, he 
was taken to a conference hall were IGP Ousman Sonko 
and the witness told them there was an emergency in the 
country and advised them to follow the law. Apparently, 
they said they had to round up a broad range of people 
and were not intending to trample on the media. 

Initially, Lang Tombong Tamba disagreed with the Lead 
Counsel’s assertion that Musa Saidykhan was saying that 
he had been present in his panel interrogation. Instead, 
the witness claimed, Musa Saidykhan was talking about 
the day of his release, which does not indicate he was 
part of the panel. He again asked to be allowed to explain 
why, in his mind, he was taken off the panel early. 

The Lead Counsel pointed out that the alleged coup was 
in late March, and the two journalists had placed him in 
the conference hall at the NIA in April 2006. He suggested 
that the witness was remembering the interactions with 
the journalists as part of the investigation of the coup 
because they happened right after each other. The 
witness denied this was the reality, and the Lead Counsel 
continued to press, alleging he had been implicated in 
concealment of torture. The witness again insisted he 
be given the opportunity to explain how he left the panel. 

During the second week of the panel, Lang Tombong 
Tamba narrated, they interrogated the former speaker 
of the National Assembly, Sheriff Mustapha Dibba. 
Afterwards they were convinced he had nothing to do with 
the coup, and being an elderly man, he and Hydara called 
President Jammeh and advised him to release him. 

60See TRRC Digest Edition 6 pages 61 – 66.
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evening. The witness clarified that these two men had 
already been removed from the service of the Gambia 
government and were brought back under the explicit 
orders of the president. The witness refused to confirm 
why Yahya Jammeh had brought them onto the panel.

The Lead Counsel then moved onto the presence of 
Gambia Radio Television Services, GRTS, who Lang 
Tombong Tamba initially said were sent by Yahya Jammeh. 
However, as the Lead Counsel began going over everyone 
who had been sent by the President, the witness claimed 
that GRTS’s presence was not sanctioned by the President 
and in fact the confessions were recorded on the orders of 
the panel. However, under further questioning he agreed 
that the President was aware GRTS was participating and 
had approved their presence. 

When asked whether Alagie Martin also came from State 
House, the witness responded that there was only one 
occasion he saw Alagie Martin at the panel. The Lead 
Counsel then accused the witness of greatly simplifying 
the situation and saying that Alagie Martin’s role was 
much more complex. The witness responded the Lead 
Cousnel must be privy to information he did not have. 

Lang Tombong Tamba again accepted that he, Hydara, 
and the Junglers were all reporting to the President, but 
refused to confirm or deny who had sent Alagie Martin. 
They argued over whether “observer” was the best way 
to categorise Alagie Martin. The Lead Counsel then 
suggested Musa Jammeh and Tumbul Tamba were also 
reporting back to the President. The witness responded 
that was not his testimony. 

The Lead Counsel pointed out that a few minutes earlier 
the witness had testified that it was Musa Jammeh who 
had told Yahya Jammeh that the witness was not telling 
the truth about Sheriff Mustapha Dibba. The witness 
began splitting hairs about who had sent Musa Jammeh 
to the NIA, at which point the Lead Counsel asked if 
Tumbul Tamba, Alagie Martin and Musa Jammeh would 
leave State House on their own prerogative, inquire into 
the investigation, and report to the President if he did 
not endorse their presence? The witness still refused 
to answer concretely, saying whatever he said would be 
speculative.

When asked to list the Junglers, Lang Tombong 
Tamba initially demurred, speaking about how Alagie 
Martin did not wear their uniform. When asked about 
Musa Jammeh, the witness claimed he was head of 
the plain clothed officers at State House and was 
not a Jungler. The witness said he knew Tumbul 
Tamba, who was present in some of the panels, was 
a Jungler, but he could not confirm Malick Jatta.61 
He reiterated that he was not personally familiar 
with the Junglers as they were junior soldiers and 
did not work at defence headquarters. He said he 
did not know Michael Correa, but did know Ismailia 
Jammeh62 because they had worked together at the 
State Guards. He was unaware of Alieu Jeng,63 but 
at least recognised the names Sanna Manjang, Bora 
Colley, and Nuha Badjie. 

The Lead Counsel tried to outline the formal 
hierarchies for the units at the State House, but the 
witness continued to insist that in reality the Junglers 
reported directly to the President. While Bora Colley 
was in the State Guard Battalion, which had its own 
commanding officer, in reality he reported to the 
president. The Chair then interjected for the first 
break of the day, and implored the Lead Counsel and 
the witness not to get hung up on meanings of words. 

After the break the Lead Counsel continued inquiring 
into the witness’ knowledge of the Junglers. Lang 
Tombong Tamba said he knew Bora Colley personally, 
but did not know he was part of the unit and had 
never seen him in Jungler uniform.  He also said he 
knew Nuha Badjie, who would come to the panel in 
plainclothes, but he did not know he was a Jungler. 
He said Kawsu Camara was usually in Kaniali, was 
not a part of the panel, and was not known to him to 
be a Jungler. He claimed he did not even know Malick 
Jatta, and could not comment on whether he was 
part of the unit. He testified that Ismaila Jammeh 
was at the panel, and he knew he was coming from 
State House, but he said he could not speak to his 
being a part of the Junglers. 

The Lead Counsel then interjected that Malick Jatta, 
Alieu Jeng, and Ismaila Jammeh all testified that they 

61See TRRC Digest Edition 6 pages 96 – 111.
62See TRRC Digest Edition 7 pages 16 – 29.
63See TRRC Digest Edition 7 pages 62 – 71.
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President was responsible for the total actions of the 
panel. The Lead Counsel then accused the witness 
of being afraid to say Yahya Jammeh was responsible 
for what happened. The witness protested the use 
of the word “afraid,” and claimed that the Lead 
Counsel had “already confirmed my own path.” The 
Lead Counsel disputed this, and gave the witness 
another chance to respond to the claim that Yahya 
Jammeh was responsible for the panel’s actions. He 
responded “is it not obvious?” but refused to give a 
definitive answer: “this is not a court of law where I’ll 
be answering yes or no.” 

After the Chair interrupted another back and forth, 
the Lead Counsel asked the witness to outline each 
member of the panel’s role. The witness replied they 
were there to unravel the facts, and again began 
describing how they started with Bunja Darboe. The 
Lead Counsel stopped him, saying they wanted to 
hear about working methods, not specific incidents. 
Despite this, the witness narrated how Bunja Darboe 
provided a list of people involved in the coup, who 
were subsequently arrested and brought before the 
panel. At the panel they were presented with the 
allegations against them, then given the opportunity 
to present their side of the story. 

After a short break to accommodate Lang Tombong 
Tamba’s hypertension, the Lead Counsel summarised 
the witness’s description of the working methods 
of the panel. He then charged that other evidence 
the Commission had received suggested the panel 
was an orchestrated enterprise aimed at extracting 
confessions by any means necessary. The witness 
disagreed that the confessions were illegally 
obtained. When asked, he said that torture was 
illegal and inhumane, and that for a confession to be 
lawful it has to be voluntary and freely given without 
threats or pressure. The Lead Counsel again stated 
that the evidence they had received was that the 
confessions were based on torture, which rendered 
all those who participated liable. 

The witness denied that the confessions were 
obtained through torture. After the Lead Counsel 
gave a long monologue about how the Commission 
worked and how he had no opinion on whether the 

were Junglers and that Nuha Badjie and Bora Colley were 
also members of the informal unit. Furthermore, Malick 
Jatta admitted they were a part of what was happening 
at the NIA, including bringing detainees before the panel. 
The witness refused to respond directly, saying that he 
could not comment and only give the Commission his 
own truth. 

Moving on to NIA personnel, Lang Tombong Tamba 
confirmed that Hydara was present, and that he was 
later joined by Baba Saho and Foday Barry on the orders 
of the President. When the Lead Counsel began to list 
people from the Police, the witness said that he was 
unfamiliar with that branch of the security services. He 
also indicated that the statements themselves were 
taken in a separate office and he did not know who the 
statement taker was. The Lead Counsel, satisfied he 
had identified all the elements present in the panel, 
again confirmed that they were all there under the direct 
direction of Yahya Jammeh and relayed a daily summary 
of what had transpired.

When the Lead Counsel brought up the President’s 
involvement in the presence of GRTS, the witness resisted 
the phrase “direct direction” again stressing that it was 
the panel that had suggested they bring the cameras. 
The Lead Counsel mentioned that other witnesses had 
identified the GRTS cameraman as Modou Sanyang, but 
before he could ask who sent him, the witness said he did 
not remember anyone’s name. He refused to accept that 
the head of GRTS was appointed by, and answered to, 
the President as stipulated by the Gambian constitution.

The Lead Counsel’s proposition that President Yahya 
Jammeh was directing the panel was followed by a 
cyclical debate on whether Lang Tombong Tamba could 
completely accept that everyone in the room was 
reporting to the President (even those who had already 
testified to that effect).  The witness eventually accepted 
that the President was responsible for putting the panel 
together, that he received reports from the panellists, 
and that he gave them directives.

However, when the Lead Counsel brought up the doctrine 
of command responsibility, the witness refused to 
speak to whether the other members of the panel were 
reporting to the President, thus evading whether the 
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witness was telling the truth or not, the witness said 
he fully understood how the Commission worked and 
that he knew the Lead Counsel was not fabricating the 
statements against him. Addressing the allegations by 
other witnesses, the witness claimed the reason they 
brought GRTS in was to record the confessions in case 
they ever recanted their stories. 

He again insisted that Bunja Darboe 
gave them the names of the officers 
without torture, “I’ve never seen such 
a smooth panel like that one … the 

accused person, they confessed freely 
before the panel, without any torture or 

intimidation.”
The Lead Counsel then asked Lang Tombong Tamba why 
the President felt it necessary to bring Foday Barry and 
Baba Saho into the panel if the panel was working as 
well as the witness claimed. The witness waffled, saying 
he did not know the President’s reasoning and advised 
the Lead Counsel to accept what he had already testified 
that morning. 

As the Lead Counsel began to outline the witness’ 
testimony – namely that the first person arrested was 
Bunja Darboe and he offered the names of his co-
conspirators without torture or intimidation – the witness 
said he swore on the Quran that no one touched Bunja 
Darboe, he was not threatened, and that there was not 
a cover-up.

The Lead Counsel then had a section of Bunja Dabroe’s 
testimony played for the Commission. In the clip, Bunja 
Darboe told the Commission that when the panelists 
began asking him questions, he told them he needed a 
lawyer. He said there were around 20 people in the room. 
He named Lang Tombong Tamba, Hydara from the NIA, IGP 
Ousman Sonko, Alagie Martin and Tumbul Tamba – who 
he said was a Jungler - from the State Guard, Momodou 
Lamin Ceesay from the Serious Crimes Unit and Bota 
Keita of the Police. He said he could not determine a 

singular leader, but that Hydara asked most of the 
questions in consultation with Ousman Sonko and 
Lang Tombong Tamba.

The Lead Counsel paused the video and asked Lang 
Tombong Tamba if, up to this point, Bunja Darboe was 
being truthful. The witness refused to answer directly, 
saying that if Bunja Darboe mentioned torture, then 
he must be lying. Under further questioning he 
admitted he was a part of this investigatory panel, but 
that he could not confirm Bunja Darboe’s testimony 
regarding the police officers he mentioned, as he did 
not know their names. 

The Lead Counsel then continued the same video 
clip in which Bunja Darboe told the Commission 
that the environment in the conference room was 
intimidating. He said the people who escorted them 
– Michael Sang Correa, Jarju,64 and Nuha Badjie - 
were standing in the interrogation room and were 
armed during their questioning. When he told them 
he wanted a lawyer, Alagie Martin responded, “you 
think we are joking here,” in a stern manner, then 
walked around the table, slapped him on his back, 
and ripped off his shirt.

When the Lead Counsel asked Bunja Darboe to 
demonstrate what happened, Bunja Darboe declined, 
saying he did not want to be retraumatised. He told 
the commission in that moment he felt bitter and 
helpless. He claimed that no one on the panel did 
anything to assist him. 

Bunja Darboe pointed out that he 
had yet to be charged with a crime 
and thus was still in the GAF, but 

Lang Tombong Tamba, the de-facto 
leader of the army at the time, said 
nothing following Alagie Martin’s 

assault. 
The Lead Counsel paused the clip again, and Lang 
Tombong Tamba immediately jumped in that Bunja 
Darboe was not being truthful. The witness returned 

64Likely Modou/Momodou Lamin Jarju, alias Rambo.
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statement he incorporated elements of what Saikou 
Seckan had said, specifically that he was supposed 
to make the announcement of the coup on television. 
Bunja Darboe insisted that the statement was not 
freely given and that despite demanding a lawyer, 
none was provided.

Bunja Darboe then narrated that Boto Kieta took his 
statement to the panel. Not long afterwards Bunja 
Darboe was called back and made to understand the 
panel was not happy with his statement. Specifically, 
he remembered they wanted to know who had visited 
Ndure Cham leading up to the coup.

The Lead Counsel then paused the clip and 
summarised what they had just heard. Lang Tombong 
Tamba maintained that Bunja Darboe was lying, 
saying that his confession at the panel, followed by 
his denial during his court martial, followed by his 
confession at the TRRC, meant that Bunja Darboe 
was not to be trusted. The witness acknowledged 
that Bunja Darboe’s s was taken in a separate room 
to give his statement, but when asked about the 
alleged slap by Alagie Martin, he responded “I was 
not aware remains my position.” The Lead Counsel 
accused the witness of indulging in selective 
amnesia, to which the witness responded those were 
the Lead Counsel’s conclusions. 

The Lead Counsel made a motion to break for lunch, 
but the Chair gave the witness to opportunity to make 
his point about the arrest of Bunja Darboe. After 
attacking Bunja Darboe’s credibility and reiterating 
he witnessed no slap, the witness said that Bunja 
Darboe was arrested and brought before the panel 
after they received proof of his involvement. He 
claimed Bunja Darboe was seated comfortably, no 
one touched him, and that GRTS had recordings of 
his confession. He suggested that Bunja Darboe 
and others were taking advantage of the TRRC to 
say whatever they wanted, and in this case they had 
been plotting since Mile 2 to implicate the witness 
because they were angry he had foiled their coup. 
He pointed out that Yahya Darboe testified that he 
and Sarjo Fofana were brought to implicate him, and 
thus should not be trusted. The Chair then broke for 
lunch. 

to narrating Bunja Darboe’s arrest, and the Lead Counsel 
cut him off, asking him to stay focused on the veracity 
of the claim that Alagie Martin slapped Bunja Darboe in 
front of the panel. The witness protested that he was 
not being given an opportunity to explain how Bunja 
Darboe ended up in front of the panel. The Chair jumped 
in and explained that the witness was not being denied 
the opportunity to explain himself, and implored him to 
answer the Lead Counsel’s very narrow question on the 
assault. 

Lang Tombong Tamba continued to deny the charge, 
saying that there was no reason for Alagie Martin to 
beat Bunja Darboe as the former had already confessed 
his involvement. The Lead Counsel then asked how 
the witness would respond if Alagie Martin accepted 
responsibility for slapping Bunja Darboe, the witness 
continued to maintain that he has no knowledge of that 
occurring. Despite accepting that he was the most senior 
member of the military at that moment, the witness 
said that what happened to Bunja Darboe was not a 
fundamental violation of his rights as there were people 
in the panel who were not under his command but instead 
sent on instruction of the President. He maintained that 
those in the panel were completely against any form of 
torture. 

He agreed that torturing Bunja Darboe 
“was wrong. If it had happened.”

The Lead Counsel then had the video clip resumed. In 
it, Bunja Darboe told the Commission that it appeared 
to him as him the members of the panel endorsed, or at 
least tolerated, Alagie Martin’s conduct, which made him 
feel completely helpless and defenceless. Bunja Darboe 
continued that after the slap, Alagie Martin presented 
a statement from Saikou Seckan, which incriminated 
Bunja Darboe in the coup. When Bunja Darboe said 
that the statement was untrue, Alagie Martin responded 
that Saikou Seckan, would not falsely incriminate Bunja 
Darboe as they were friends and came from the same 
batch. He sarcastically added that after he gave his 
statement he would be able to see a lawyer. Bunja Darboe 
was then escorted by two armed men to give a statement 
to Boto Kieta. He recalled Alagie Martin telling him if he 
gave a statement, he would avoid future torture. In his 
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After lunch the Lead Counsel clarified that Alagie Martin 
denied slapping Bunja Darboe, but did affirm that he was 
taken out and tortured. The Lead Counsel also noted that 
no one before the TRRC had identified Lang Tombong 
Tamba as personally torturing or directing any torture. 
He acknowledged that the situation was very difficult for 
those who were involved, and said they needed to know 
about the circumstances in which “the situation was 
allowed to denigrate to that level.”

The Lead Counsel said it was important to understand 
the interview environment and how the confessions were 
obtained. He described a system where detainees were 
tortured elsewhere, then taken to confess in front of a 
panel that was set up in a way where the panellists had 
plausible deniability. He suggested perhaps the witness 
did not agree with the system, but he took part none 
the less because he felt it was the only thing he could 
do. The witness replied that this was all false and that 
confessions were obtained without torture. He pointed 
the Lead Counsel to a tape he said was with GRTS. 

While he denied knowing that 
suspects before the panel were being 
tortured and forced to confess, he 

hedged that “outside the panel I have 
no control and I wouldn’t know.”

The Lead Counsel clarified he was asking whether the 
witness and those on the panel were aware of a larger 
system that involved torture for confessions, not whether 
they were tortured directly in front of the panellists. 
Lang Tombong Tamba avoided answering the question 
directly, instead saying the Lead Counsel had already 
drawn his own conclusions and repeating that the people 
brought before the panellists were seated comfortably 
and given the opportunity to give their testimony, but 
that the panellists had no knowledge or control of what 
happened after they left the conference room. The Lead 
Counsel presented the allegation again, framing it as the 
summation of the previous testimonies the Commission 
had received, but the witness continued to deny its 
veracity.

When asked whether he was in the panel that 
interrogated Wassa Camara, the witness replied that 
he was a member of some panels, but could not 
remember which ones specifically. The Lead Counsel 
re-joined that Wassa Camara testified that the 
witness was in attendance, and that his interrogation 
took place next to a table with a hammer, a small 
chisel with bloodstains, and a tooth. Wassa Camara 
also testified that he was told he would be killed if he 
did not accept the panel’s version of events, and that 
this was what led him to give a confession.  

Lang Tombong Tamba responded that while Wassa 
Camara told the TRRC that he had gone to Abuko 
station as a part of the coup attempt, this detail had 
not come up during his panel interrogation in 2006, 
thus making him “a tainted witness.” This was followed 
by another digression into how the other witnesses 
at the TRRC had also given different testimonies to 
the panel and during their court martials. 

The Lead Counsel levelled the charge that Baba 
Saho slapped Wassa Camara on the back of his 
head during his panel interrogation. The witness 
denied this happened, and then the Lead Counsel 
asked whether Yahya Jammeh had brought Baba 
Saho and Foday Barry onto the panel to mete out 
this kind of treatment because he was not satisfied 
with the panel’s progression. The witness rebutted 
that this was merely the Lead Counsel’s suggestion 
and not grounded in reality. When pressed further, he 
said it was only Yahya Jammeh who could say why he 
sent Baba Saho and Foday Barry to the panel. 

Lang Tombong Tamba repeated that Wassa Camara 
was lying when he said he was tortured in the 
conference hall, but that he was unaware of what 
transpired beyond the conference hall. On whether 
Wassa Camara was brought back to the conference 
room after his torture, the witness deflected that that 
point of torture would be to obtain a confession, and 
that the witnesses had already confessed without 
anyone touching them. They repeated this argument 
for a second time.

The Lead Counsel then read from the testimony of 
Malick Jatta that if the panellists were not satisfied 
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Sanyang. The witness again narrated how when 
Faring Sanyang told him he had been tortured, the 
witness expressed his dissatisfaction and ensured a 
different team escorted him back to Mile 2.

The Lead Counsel pointed out that this was further 
evidence that torture was occurring; Lang Tombong 
Tamba said he heard it through Faring Sanyang. When 
asked about why Faring Sanyang was not brought 
before the television recording crew, the witness said 
it was because the television recording crew was only 
there in the beginning. He denied it was because the 
marks of the torture were visible on Faring Sanyang’s 
body. 

Moving on, the witness attested that Lieutenant 
Pierre Mendy67 worked under him, that he believed the 
Lieutenant was an honest person, and that he sat on 
the panel that conducted his interrogation. The Lead 
Counsel then began reading from Pierre Mendy’s 
statement, in which he confirmed the last statement 
and said he was asked to share his discussions 
with Ndure Cham. Then Hydara asked why he had 
a plaster on his head, to which he responded that 
Malick Jatta had struck him with the handle of a rifle. 
After a back a forth, Hydara rushed to slap him, but 
was stopped by Baba Saho. Hydara then instructed 
the Junglers to take him downstairs to the torture 
area, where he was beaten for 15 minutes. Once he 
started bleeding, the beatings stopped and he was 
taken back to Mile 2. 

Lang Tombong Tamba replied that he never saw 
Hydara, who was on the same footing as him, instruct 
for anyone to be tortured nor slap anyone. Instead, 
he said, he found Hydara “to be a perfect gentleman.” 

The Lead Counsel repeated that 
they had no evidence that he 

directed torture, but that other 
witnesses had suggested he knew 
torture was going on, but chose to 

turn a blind eye. 

with the answers they received, they would advise the 
patrol team65 to whip and beat them “to get the truth or 
get them to confess to what they wanted.” The witness 
again repeated his argument that it did not make sense 
to torture someone who had already confessed. The 
Lead Counsel then shot back that if everyone confessed 
so willingly, the Junglers, with their supply of drugs and 
alcohol, would have been unnecessary. The witness grew 
irritated, misstating that the Lead Counsel was accusing 
the panel of supplying the Junglers with drugs and 
alcohol. 

The Lead Counsel brought the 
conversation back around, and the 

witness maintained that Malick Jatta 
was lying when he said that those who 

did not confess were tortured. 
The Lead Counsel then read from the testimony of Alieu 
Jobe,66 who said that when he was asked about the 
coup, he told them (assumedly the panel) that he did 
not know anything about it. He claimed they then said he 
should be taken to the grounds of the NIA, where he was 
subsequently tortured by Malick Jatta, Sanna Manjang, 
Micahel Correa, and Rambo, then taken back to Mile 2 
Prison. The next time he was taken to the NIA, he said, 
he gave his confession. 

Lang Tombong Tamba disputed that Alieu Jobe had 
testified that the panel had given the order for him to 
be tortured. He repeated that the panel did not sanction 
the use of torture, and that he was not downstairs at the 
NIA and was unaware of what transpired there. The Lead 
Counsel, growing frustrated, pointed out that the witness 
was the only person to deny they established a system to 
acquire confessions through torture as perpetrators and 
victims all attested to its existence. None the less, the 
witness continued to insist that none of the confessions 
were acquired through torture and that the GRTS tapes 
proved his point. 

When the Lead Counsel alleged the system was set 
up in such a way to give the panel plausible deniability, 
the witness said this was just the Lead Counsel’s 
imagination, and again invoked the testimony of Faring 

65Another alias for the Junglers.
66See TRRC Digest Edition 17 pages 93 – 97.
67See TRRC Digest Edition 17 pages 88 – 92.
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The witness maintained that was false, again bringing up 
how he apparently expressed his dismay when he saw 
what happened to Faring Sanyang. 

The Lead Counsel then summarised the evidence 
against the witness and the witness’ position that those 
brought before the panel confessed voluntarily, so torture 
was unnecessary and did not occur except in the case 
of Faring Sanyang. The witness agreed with the Lead 
Counsel’s characterisation. The Lead Counsel then 
relayed that Demba Dem68 had testified that the Junglers 
tortured him before being brought to the panel. When 
the Lead Counsel asked if Demba Dem was also lying, 
the witness responded by asking when Demba Dem was 
arrested. The Lead Counsel admitted he did not know, 
and the witness said therefore he could not answer the 
question.

Lang Tombong Tamba reminded the Commission that he 
was removed from the panel soon after Sheriff Moustapha 
Dibba was arrested and suggested that Demba Dem’s 
ordeal happened after that when he was no longer a 
member of the panel. The Lead Counsel responded that 
Demba Dem had testified that the witness had been 
present at his panel, but the witness continued to insist 
he needed to know the date to confirm whether he was 
there or not.

Taking another tack, the Lead Counsel confirmed with the 
witness that as CDS, he would at least be informed if a 
member of the armed forces was appointed or sent to 
the panel. The Lead Counsel then related how Demba 
Dem named the witness as being on his panel on the 
first day and being there when he was slapped. The 
witness interrupted, saying that if he knew when Demba 
Dem was arrested, he could confirm whether he was on 
the panel or not, but that he remembered the civilians 
being brought before the panel after he was removed. 

The Lead Counsel continued relating Demba Dem’s 
testimony in which he claimed that he was tortured directly 
after his appearance at the panel, and that everyone 
on the panel knew that torture was taking place. Lang 
Tombong Tamba again attempted to weasel around the 
question by asking the Lead Counsel whether he believed 
Demba Dem’s testimony, but the Lead Counsel continued 

pressing, and the witness maintained that accused 
persons were not tortured in the conference room 
and he was unaware of what happened beyond that.  

After mentioning that the witness had dismissed the 
previous witnesses as not to be trusted, the Lead 
Counsel played a clip from Alagie Martin’s testimony 
in which he admitted that Yahya Jammeh wanted the 
panel to furnish confessions regardless of whether 
they were true or not. He said he was there as 
Yahya Jammeh’s eyes and ears along with Almamo 
Manneh, Musa Jammeh and the IGP. He claimed the 
NIA was directly in charge and responsible for the 
investigation, but the IGP and other Police officers 
were also there to investigate. He compared this to 
his responsibility of “observing.” He said he did not 
know whether the Police were in charge of taking the 
statements of the witnesses, just that the official 
statement-taking happened in another room. After 
significant back and forth, Alagie Martin testified that 
the Junglers were responsible for beating those who 
refused to talk. 

Alagie Martin then narrated how, after someone was 
arrested, they were taken to Mile 2, then to the NIA 
for the panel interrogation. The panel itself was set 
up in a U shape with the subject sitting on one end 
with everyone sitting around them. The Junglers 
would bring in the accused, and if the person did not 
answer, the Junglers would take them out of the room 
and torture them. He said the panel might not hear 
the person’s cries, but they would know when they 
were brought back that they had been beaten.

The clip ended and the Lead Counsel asked Lang 
Tombong Tamba if Alagie Martin was lying about 
the system. The witness responded that he never 
served in a panel with Alagie Martin, so he cannot 
confirm the testimony. The Lead Counsel pointed 
out that multiple witnesses had testified they were 
at the same panel together, and that Alagie Martin 
had claimed they were together at a panel once. The 
witness suggested that could have been the time 
that Faring Sanyang came before the panel. 

68See TRRC Digest Edition 5 pages 62 – 66.
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indeed the witness did speak with Musa Jammeh 
in his presence, but Musa Jammeh responded 
that they should not interfere in each other’s work. 
Furthermore, he felt it could be dangerous to push 
the issue further, especially considering Tumbul 
Tamba was heard saying that Yahya Jammeh felt the 
panel was being too nice to the suspects. 

The Lead Counsel then asked Lang Tombong Tamba 
if Hydara was lying. The witness responded that 
his testimony was that no torturing occurred before 
the panel. The Lead Counsel pressed further about 
whether or not he had any knowledge of torture 
taking place or whether Hydara reported it to him. 
The witness continued to deny that suspects were 
tortured into confessing, saying that they confessed 
willingly, that tortures were unnecessary, and that 
when he found out about torture in the case of Faring 
Sanyang, he intervened.  

The Lead Counsel then re-read parts of Hydara’s 
statement, but the witness refused to accept it, going 
back to his being removed from the panel because of 
advice he gave the President. When asked if he filed 
a report against the Junglers, who he had been told 
tortured Faring Sanyang, the witness responded that 
he would have sanctioned them, but that they were 
not under his control. The Lead Counsel re-affirmed 
he was not suggesting the witness controlled the 
Junglers, and asked again if he had been aware of 
the tortures yet eventually resigned to the system. 

Lang Tombong Tamba interrupted, invoking the 
concept of command and control to restate that 
he did not have control over the Junglers and that 
they were under the command of the President. The 
Lead Counsel responded that as a prosecutor of war 
crimes cases he was very familiar with command 
and control and superior responsibility, but that the 
objective of the TRRC was to expose the truth in order 
to facilitate reconciliation and national development, 
and the core of this rested on people accepting 
mistakes they had made. 

The witness responded, again, that he had no 
control over the Junglers, to which the Lead Counsel 
said this was not the issue they were discussing. 

After further tense exchanges on whether the witness 
was the only one to deny that there was a whole 
system of questioners, statement takers, torturers, and 
videographers who worked towards procuring confessions 
for Yahya Jammeh, the Lead Counsel again went over 
how the TRRC is supposed to function. 

The witness restated that the other 
witnesses before the Commission 
could not be trusted because they had 
made previous statements that differed 
from what they told the Commission, 
and that they were the same people 
who had fabricated lies against him 
because he foiled their coup. 
The Lead Counsel then asked if the Junglers would also 
have the same motivation to implicate him? He pointed 
out that neither Malick Jatta, Alieu Jeng, Omar Jallow, Pa 
Ousman Sanneh nor Ismaila Jammeh had an axe to grind 
with him and had confessed to committing tortures for 
the panel as a part of a system to extract confessions. 
Alagie Martin, who was not a Jungler, also testified to 
the same system. Nevertheless, Lang Tombong Tamba 
continued to deny this was true, repeating his claim that 
there was no point in torturing someone who had already 
confessed, and that when he saw torture, in the case of 
Faring Sanyag, he intervened. Furthermore, he added that 
the Junglers were not under the control of the panel and 
that the panel was not aware of people being tortured.

The Lead Counsel then brought out a statement from 
Hydara and began reading it to the Commission. 
According to what he read, the panel promised to conduct 
an interrogation free of torture to avoid legal deadlocks 
later down the road, and suspects were allowed to talk 
freely without any handcuffs. However, Hydara claimed, 
despite the best efforts of the panel, even after suspects 
had fully cooperated, the Junglers, who were operating 
outside the panel, would torture them. 

Hydara went on to say that he and Foday Barry asked 
Lang Tombong Tamba to try to stop the torture, and 
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He again went over that every other witness before the 
Commission – victims, perpetrators and witnesses – 
had confirmed that a system of torture for confessions 
was being used. The witness retorted that Hydara 
had not mentioned that torturers were used to obtain 
confessions, then disjointedly narrated how sometimes 
witnesses gave their confessions very late, then the 
panel would be closed for the day, then the next day they 
would be brought in to do the statements. 

After the Lead Counsel accused the witness of being in 
denial the exchange grew more heated and personal until 
the Chair stepped in and gave the floor to Bishop Odico. 
The Bishop implored the witness to calm down, and said 
that comparing the TRRC to the panel investigations of 
2006 was unfair considering that the TRRC was being 
televised live, while GRTS was brought in after the 
confessions had already been given in 2006. He also 
told the witness that they were, by now, very familiar 
with his interaction with Faring Sanyang. He asked the 
witness point blank whether the tortures took place at 
the NIA and told him to stop arguing in circles. The Chair 
thanked the Bishop and restated his comments to the 
witness about answering the questions and avoiding 
circular arguments. 

The Lead Counsel then asked for permission to play a 
video from Yahya Darboe’s testimony that he had wanted 
to play earlier. In the clip Yahya Darboe described being 
led to a flowerbed at the NIA by the Junglers. He said he 
was asked to kneel down, and then they started asking 
him questions about the coup. When he denied his 
involvement, someone kicked him from behind and he 
fell on his stomach. They then began raining blows on 
his body using sticks, wire coils, hosepipes, and their 
hands and feet.  Musa Jammeh intervened and told 
them that they should be careful because he had to be 
on TV the next day. Nevertheless, Yahya Darboe testified, 
the beatings continued for another hour. 

When the Lead Counsel asked Yahya Darboe why his 
TV appearance meant they should be careful with him, 
he responded that they were not able to show Faring 
Sanyang on television because he had been wounded on 
his head. Immediately after the beating, he continued, he 

was asked to write a statement. His statement was 
taken to someone “upstairs” to read over, after which 
Musa Jammeh told him which sections he needed 
to adjust so they would collaborate with the other 
suspects’ statements. Afterwards, he was returned to 
Mile 2 and they told him he would give his statement 
to the TV tomorrow and if it deviated from the version 
they had established, he would be beaten again. He 
insisted his statement was not given willingly. He 
also said he never appeared before a panel. 

After discussing the injuries the other suspects 
sustained during their tortures, Yahya Darboe 
explained that the next morning he was taken back 
to the NIA premises where he gave his statement 
to a GRTS camera crew in the presence of Lang 
Tombong Tamba, IGP Ousman Sonko, and Musa 
Jammeh. He was told that if he told the President 
he had committed an error and apologised, he could 
maybe secure a presidential pardon. 

When the Lead Counsel asked Lang Tombong Tamba 
if Yahya Darboe was lying, the witness replied that he 
was “upstairs” not “downstairs” and did not know what 
happened outside. He said if any torture occurred 
the panel did not sanction it.  The Lead Counsel 
repeated this was not what they were alleging, again 
stating that other witnesses had testified there was 
a system of obtaining confessions through torture 
that involved parading suspects before the television 
as part of a cover up. He repeated that there was no 
evidence that the witness organised the torturers, 
just that he was among those who were aware of 
them. 

The witness gave the same denial he had given 
the last two days. After going over Yahya Darboe’s 
testimony another time, the witness inserted that 
the Junglers had never been the statement takers, 
and that this was usually left to the Police. The Lead 
Counsel then repeated the allegation that the witness 
was aware of a torture-for-confession system, even if 
he neither agreed with it nor condemned it. He said 
Hydara acknowledged that there were torturers in his 
statement.
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panel had thought to bring the cameras and said 
Hydara must have forgotten the sequence of events. 
He insisted the recordings were made early so they 
would show the confessions were given without 
intimidation. 

The Lead Counsel then asked Lang Tombong 
Tamba to narrate his knowledge of the arrest of 
Daba Marenah leading to his disappearance. The 
witness narrated how one morning he received a call 
from Tumbul Tamba, who told him that while Daba 
Marenah and other prisoners were being transported 
to Janjanbureh prisons, they used a toilet break to 
escape. The witness remembered asking Tumbul 
Tamba if they were handcuffed, to which Tumbul 
Tamba responded they were not. Tumbul Tamba then 
told the witness that the President had requested 
that he, Harry Sambou, and IGP Ousman Sonko make 
a press release explaining what happened. 

Taking a step back, the witness said Daba Marenah 
was being transported with Manlafi Corr, Alpha Bah, 
and Ebou Lowe, who had all been arrested early in 
the investigation into Ndure Cham’s 2006 attempted 
coup. He claimed that Daba Marenah was with 
the President in Mauritania when they uncovered 
the coup, and that some of them did not see him 
after they returned. While he did not remember 
Daba Marneha appearing before a panel, he said 
Manlafi Corr and Alpha Bah appeared to give their 
explanations, but did not write their statements. He 
also confirmed that before Manlafi Corr was arrested, 
he had actually been in the security services and 
was escorting people back and forth to panels.  He 
recalled that Alpha Bah and Manlafi Corr confessed 
that they had knowledge of the coup beforehand, but 
had not reported it to anyone. He said Ebou Lowe was 
in a soldier in Kanilai when his name was brought up, 
but that he never appeared before a panel. 

After receiving Tumbul Tamba’s order to give the press 
release, Lang Tombong Tamba said he met with Harry 
Sambou and Ousman Sonko in the latter’s office 
to draft the document. He recalled that while they 
were drafting the text, which took them some time 
because they were confused over what happened, 

Lang Tombong Tamba then tried to characterise Hydara’s 
statement as confirming that he (the witness) acted after 
he was informed. 

A further back and forth ensued in 
which the Lead Counsel laid out the 
allegations against the witness, and the 
witness continued to deny the torture 
was systematic, saying that he was 
made aware of it only through Faring 
Sanyang and when briefed by Hydara. 
The Chair then jumped in to say it was time to end 
the proceedings for the day, and begged the witness 
and Lead Counsel to stop repeating themselves. The 
witness responded that he was following the questions. 
Responding to the points brought up by Bishop Odico 
earlier, he said he compared the TRRC to the panel 
investigation to help people understand better, and that 
he felt attacked for making those comparisons. He again 
suggested the Commission find the GRTS recordings, 
which he claimed were made early in the panel’s 
investigation. 

The next day, after prayers to recognise the anniversary 
of the murder of Deyda Hydara, the Lead Counsel 
asked Lang Tombong Tamba if, in light of his position 
at the head of the military, he regretted the work of the 
panels and the tortures that were conducted to obtain 
confessions. The witness responded by saying that no 
system is perfect and that he is just human, but that he 
would discuss issues he felt were not properly handled in 
his concluding remarks and make an apology. 

Moving on, the witness confirmed that his testimony was 
that the panel had suggested GRTS be present which was 
later approved by the President. The Lead Counsel then 
read from Hydara’s statement that after the confessions 
were obtained and the panel had reached its findings, 
Harry Sambou, Lang Tombong Tamba or a State Guard 
personnel told him to call the President, who wanted to 
send GRTS to broadcast the confessions to the nation. 
None the less, the witness stuck to his story that the 
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they received a call from the President who wanted to 
ensure they had received the message from Tumbul 
Tamba. The witness denied they ever met the President 
face to face to discuss the issue.

The Lead Counsel then brought out a statement from 
Harry Sambou, who said that a week after he took over 
as Acting Director General of the NIA, Daba Marenah 
was brought into his office, escorted by Musa Jammeh 
and Tumbul Tamba (who were armed), for the formal 
handover. Sometime later, he and Lang Tombong Tamba 
were summoned to the office of IGP Ousman Sonko 
and told by Tumbul Tamba that a vehicle transporting 
prisoners had had an accident the previous night and 
the prisoners had escaped. Harry Sambou remembered 
Ousman Sonko and the witness expressing shock and 
being upset at Tumbul Tamba for being so careless. 
He himself was “thinking how such a thing could have 
happened without me, as head of intelligence, not having 
an inkling of it.” According to Harry Samobu, Tumbul 
Tamba suggested the three service chiefs make a joint 
press statement to the media and go to the State House 
and inform the President. 

Lang Tombong Tamba said part of Harry Sambou’s 
narration was not true. He repeated his story that he 
was informed of the escape through a call from Tumbul 
Tamba and that the drafting of the statement was done 
by the three service chiefs without Tumbul Tamba’s input. 

The Lead Counsel continued reading Harry Sambou’s 
statement, in which he said after the press event they 
went to the State House where the President received 
them coldly. When Tumbul Tamba narrated the same 
story he had told them at the IGPs office, “his excellency 
went berserk,” called the men fools and ordered them to 
bring the fugitives back.

However, Lang Tombong Tamba continued to reject Harry 
Sambou’s version of events, insisting they only received 
a call from the President while they were drafting the 
statement and never went to the State House. During 
a heated back and forth the witness rejected the Lead 
Counsel’s characterisation that the President was 
“playing” them by having them inform the public about 
something they had no knowledge of, but acknowledged 
that the press release was made on the directive of the 
President. 

When the Lead Counsel tried to get the witness to 
say his presence lent credibility to the press release, 
despite the fact he was in the dark on what had 
actually happened, the witness countered that he 
neither signed nor gave the press release, so the 
public would not have been aware of his involvement. 
The Lead Counsel said that they could not find a copy 
of the press release so they could not comment on 
it as a public-facing document. The witness admitted 
he participated in the writing of the press release on 
a subject he knew nothing about, but continued to 
insist it was on the orders of the President, and he 
had no reason to doubt the President at the time. 

Under questioning from the Lead Counsel, Lang 
Tombong Tamba testified he received no reports that 
the escape story was false, but that it was difficult 
to understand why the prisoners had not been 
handcuffed for a long distance trip. He insinuated 
there was speculation of foul play, but insisted he 
was not privy to that information as he was not at the 
State House. 

After a drawn-out exchange, the 
witness said it was rumoured that 
these men had not escaped and 

indeed were killed by the Junglers, 
which the Junglers then confirmed 

before the TRRC.  
When the witness refused to speak to whether 
he was purposefully kept in the dark about these 
disappearances, the Lead Counsel grew incredulous, 
revealing that an hour earlier the witness had spoken 
about this in the privacy of his office. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness how he felt 
when he saw the Junglers confess to murdering the 
men, as well as the President’s sister and a woman 
named Julia. The witness responded that he was 
“disappointed,” especially because he had worked 
with Daba Marenah in the past. He condemned their 
execution, and after further questioning, said he was 
disappointed that the truth was not told from the 
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military, and admitted that even through the order 
came from the commander in chief, it was still an 
unlawful order. 

The Lead Counsel insinuated that the evidence that 
no ordinance was missing came out as Sam Kambai 
was being brutally tortured. The witness said he was 
unaware, at which point the Lead Counsel pointed out 
Bo Baaji had testified to this in his appearance before 
the TRRC. The witness responded he did not watch 
the TRRC that day. The Lead Counsel then revealed 
that both Sam Kambai and Bo Baaji testified that 
Sam Kambai was brutally tortured. According to Sam 
Kambai so much so that everyone in Mile 2 at the 
time felt he was the most tortured military personnel. 
The witness continued to plead ignorance, but said 
that if the system had worked according to law, Sam 
Kambai would not have been tortured. 

When the Lead Counsel asked if it was fair to send 
Sam Kambai to the NIA, knowing it was almost certain 
he would be brutalised, before doing the audit of the 
armoury, the witness insinuated he did not know he 
would be tortured. When the Lead Counsel shot back 
that it was common knowledge that tortures were 
conducted at the NIA, the witness began to split 
hairs over the vocabulary used to describe whether 
he could have known about tortures at the NIA or not. 

Upon further questioning, Lang Tombong Tamba 
testified that he was later briefed by his Director of 
Intelligence on what happened to Sam Kambai, after 
which he “addressed that situation by talking to the 
main in charge directly.” 

However, when the Lead Counsel 
asked specifically who he spoke 
to, the witness said he could not 
remember as it had been a long time 
and he did not want to speculate. All 
he would say is that he expressed his 
dismay and was given the assurance 
they would put a stop to it.

beginning, that they made the press release, and in the 
then-President more generally.

The Lead Counsel then brought up the allegation that the 
witness had initially reported Daba Marenah as among 
the coup plotters. Lang Tombong Tamba denied the 
allegation, saying that he had no communication with the 
President or Daba Marenah over any alleged involvement 
in the coup. He testified that he later heard that when 
they returned from Mauritania the President was upset 
with Marenah, but beyond that Daba Marenah’s name 
was never mentioned in any of the panel interrogations 
he sat in on. 

The Lead Counsel then moved on to the issue of 
Sam Kambai.69 He began by establishing that usually 
allegations of crimes against soldiers are dealt with by 
military police. He then laid out that Sam Kambai was 
a soldier serving in Farafenni, but the witness said he 
could not remember all the soldiers past postings. 
However, he did confirm that Sam Kamabi was brought to 
military headquarters on suspicion he had committed an 
offense, and the witness had ordered he be taken to the 
NIA for interrogation. 

When asked why he did not use the 
military police, the witness revealed 

that the order to transfer Sam Kambai 
to the NIA came from the commander 
in chief, whom, after a long exchange, 

he identified as Yahya Jammeh. 
Lang Tombong Tamba continued narrating that during 
the interrogation of a member of a rebel faction70 at 
the NIA they received evidence that Sam Kambai was 
selling explosives. Apparently, the reports indicated Sam 
Kambai was stealing the explosives from Yundum and 
Farafenni, but under questioning the witness admitted 
they received no reports of missing ammo or explosives 
from these locations, and that in the investigation 
conducted after the allegations were levelled they found 
no ordinance was missing. The witness said he was made 
to understand there was already a panel established at 
the NIA, but acknowledged that under proper procedures 
the investigation should have taken place within the 

69Sam Kambai testified before the TRRC earlier in session 18.
70Likely a reference to the rebellion launched by the Mouvement des Forces Démocratiques de Casamance, 
MFDC, in the neighbouring Casamance region of Senegal.
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Returning to whether he could have known Sam Kambai 
would be tortured, the witness said he had never sent a 
serving member of the GAF to the NIA who was tortured, 
so there was no way he could be sure this would happen. 
Furthermore, he said he had never received information 
that the NIA was used for torture. The Lead Counsel, 
growing exasperated, said that even by 2005 there were 
public United Nations reports that indicated the NIA was 
involved in torture. Despite this, the witness said he never 
expected a serving member of the GAF would be tortured 
at the NIA. When the Lead Counsel brought up those 
tortured as a part of the investigation into the attempted 
2006 coup, the witness dug in his heels and threatened 
to bring them back to the previous day of testimony. 

After the lunch break the Lead Counsel asked Lang 
Tombong Tamba to narrate his arrest, prosecution on 
charges of treason, conviction, and subsequent pardon. 
The witness explained that in 2009, while he was still 
CDS, he, Abdoulie Joof, Yusuf Ezziden, Brigadier General 
Omar Bun Mbye, Major Bo Baaji, Kawsu Camara alais 
Bombardier, Deputy Inspector General of Police Modou 
Gaye,71 and Gibril Ngorr Secka were arrested on 
allegations of being involved in a coup plot. One day in 
November 2009, soldiers came to his houses in Kololi 
and Bijilo looking for him. They did not find him, as he was 
at a football match in Serrekunda with Ebrima Jallow, but 
his families in both places called him and he immediately 
took at taxi to his house in Bijilo. 

When the witness arrived, he found two plainclothes 
officers. They told him they were there to arrest him, 
and called their superiors to send a car. He remembered 
that two of them men who came to arrest him were Bora 
Colley and Saul Badjie, both of whom he identified as 
Junglers, although moments later he clarified he did not 
know Bora Colley was a Jungler at the time and recanted 
that Bora Colley was wearing the “black black” Jungler 
uniform. They said IGP Ensa Bajie72 and the NIA Director 
General Numo Kujabi sent them. He agreed that legally 
the IGP did not have the authority to order the arrest 
of the CDS. However, he added that at that moment he 
had already been removed from the role of CDS and had 

been appointed as the Ambassador to Taiwan, and 
was waiting for the Foreign Minister to return to The 
Gambia to be deployed. 

However, under further questioning from the Lead 
Counsel, Lang Tombong Tamba acknowledged that 
it was not normal for soldiers in the GAF to take 
instructions from the Police or the NIA. However, 
he continued, when he saw that those who came 
to arrest him were from the State Guard battalion, 
he knew that the order must have come from Yahya 
Jammeh or a higher authority. He agreed that as 
a civilian, the police, not the military, should have 
arrested him but as a former general he remained 
close to the military. 

The Lead Counsel then tried to compel the witness 
to say that Yahya Jammeh ordered his arrest, but the 
witness, despite already testifying that the Junglers 
were controlled by the President, dodged directly 
responding, instead saying that he would reach that 
point in his own time. That evening, he continued, 
while in the waiting room at NIA Headquarters, he 
asked IGP Esna Badjie and NIA DG Numo Kujabi, why 
he had been arrested, but they told him he would find 
out soon. While he waited he saw Modou Gaye and 
Kawsu Camara. It was not until around 1am that they 
came for him. 

Lang Tombong Tamba narrated that he was led to 
the conference room where he faced a panel that 
accused him of being involved in a coup attempt. He 
denied the allegation, was asked if he knew a Louie 
Jabbi Gassama, and was given a form on which to 
make his statement. He apparently told the panel, 
which included Ensa Badjie and Numo Kujabi, that 
if he wanted to launch a coup he would have done 
so when he was CDS and had all the weaponry 
and personnel under his command. During the 
interrogation Ensa Badjie told him that the President 
had sanctioned the panel to investigate the matter, 
leading the witness to believe the President had 
sanctioned his arrest.  The Lead Counsel pointed 
out that those who did not cooperate with the panel 

71Also known as Momodou Gaye. See TRRC Digest Edition 17 pages 98 – 101.
72See TRRC Digest Edition 10 pages 41 – 58.
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time, “I wasn’t conversant with the law … that was 
not part of our job.” The Lead Counsel replied that 
someone who worked on a panel in which subjects 
were detained should be familiar with the basic laws 
that governed the tasks that concerned them. The 
witness said that was the role of the police, not the 
military, and he was expecting them to offer advice 
on the legality of their actions. The witness insisted 
that it was only after he spoke to a lawyer during 
his court case that he came to understand that his 
rights were violated and that the system failed him 
in 2009.

The Lead Counsel then pointed out that Bunja Darboe 
testified that he asked for a lawyer, and that the 
panel, on which the witness sat, denied his request. 
Lang Tombong Tamba insisted Bunja Darboe was 
lying and that none of the people interrogated at the 
panel asked for lawyers. The Lead Counsel alleged 
that knowing that an arrested person is entitled to a 
lawyer was basic knowledge, but the witness pushed 
back that “someone who is not legally minded may 
not know.” 

The Lead Counsel pointed out that they were not 
discussing average citizens, but the highest members 
of the law and security apparatus of the state. The 
witness stood by his tired refrain that they did not 
have legal knowledge and that the Lead Counsel’s 
questions did not concern him as a former member of 
the GAF. “Mansa can’t say that he didn’t know the law,” 
proclaimed the Lead Counsel, using the Mandinka 
word for ruler or king to refer to the individuals on the 
panel. None the less, the witness feigned ignorance 
and insisted knowledge of the law was the domain 
of the Police and NIA, not the military. After some 
further back and forth on whether panel members 
could claim ignorance of the law, the witness said the 
issues should be brought before the state, but that 
the state failed in that area. 

Moving on, the Lead Counsel asked Lang Tombong 
Tamba to describe the time he pretended he was 
being tortured. The witness narrated how once, in the 
early hours of the morning, people dressed in Jungler 

in 2006 allege they were tortured, but the witness said 
despite denying the panel’s allegations and refusing 
to confess to any crime, he was not tortured. After his 
interrogation he was taken to Mile 2 to spend the night. 

The witness confirmed he was not shown any arrest 
warrant, which he agreed made his arrest unlawful. 

He acknowledged that the arrests in 
relation to the failed 2006 coup plot 

were also conducted without warrants, 
but quickly hedged that soldiers at the 
time were not aware that they needed 

a warrant to arrest someone. 
When the Lead Counsel said that ignorance of the law 
was no excuse, the witness repeated he was not aware 
at the time. While he readily accepted that his arrest in 
2009 was unlawful (although he said he only came to 
know it when his lawyer later told him) because he was 
not served a warrant, when the Lead Counsel brought up 
the 2006 arrests he declined to respond directly. 

Upon his arrival at Mile 2, Lang Tombong Tamba continued, 
no paperwork was shown to the prison guards to facilitate 
his admittance. When asked about the detainees in 2006, 
he again repeated that they were not aware they needed 
a warrant to keep anyone, and that it was the prison staff 
who should have asked for the proper documentation. 
The Lead Counsel retorted that the prison staff that had 
appeared before the TRRC had testified that the soldiers 
who brought detainees intimidated them.73 The witness 
refuted the claim, saying there was no intimidation. 
When the Lead Counsel alleged that prison officers were 
accustomed to soldiers dumping people at the prison 
without papers, the witness advised him to speak to 
prison officers about that, then deflected again saying 
they were not aware they needed an arrest or detention 
warrant to bring people to prison. 

Moving on, the witness told the Commission they were in 
Mile 2 for nearly three weeks before they appeared before 
a judge, and that he was aware it was unlawful, but at the 

73See TRRC Digest Editions 13/14. 
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uniforms removed him from Mile 2 Prison and took him 
by car to the mangrove swamps near Bond road. He was 
made to sit on the floor, and then someone placed a gun 
to his head and asked about his involvement in the coup. 
The witness maintained he was not aware of any planned 
coup. 

The man then threatened to shoot 
him in the head if he did not speak 

the truth.
At this point another soldier present, whom the witness 
recognised as Saikou Jallow, an orderly in the State 
House when he served there, shouted at the man with 
the gun to stop. The witness was brought to his feet, and 
led to a car on the highways where he found Bo Baaji also 
in custody. He recognised one of the Junglers present as 
Nuha Badjie. He heard them communicating that they 
would be heading to NIA Headquarters, after which he 
and Bo Baaji were driven away in separate cars. 

At the NIA they were met by Solo Bojang, who after 
exchanging words with their escorts, instructed they be 
sent to the conference room upstairs to be tortured. 
Lang Tombong Tamba said he was taken into the room 
before Bo Baaji and the door was closed. The witness 
claimed that the Junglers, knowing the coup allegations 
were false, then took their sticks and batons and began 
beating the tables so that Solo Bojang would believe 
they were beating him. They also advised the witness 
and Bo Baaji to limp to pretend they had been tortured. 
He said he did this all the way to Mile 2. He added that 
when Serigne Omar Faal74 and prison officers told the 
Commission he had been tortured to the point he could 
not walk, they must have been making a mistake. He said 
he pretended to get some treatment, but that he was 
never really tortured.

The Lead Counsel then clarified that Solo Bojang and 
the inmates at Mile 2 were tricked into believing that the 
witness was tortured. After a disagreement on whether 
the witness had medical check-ups in Mile 2 (he said he 
did not, the Lead Counsel said he had previously testified 
to that effect), the witness said the same pretend torture 

session occurred one more time with Modou Gaye at 
the NIA. The Lead Counsel informed the Commission 
that this indeed had been confirmed by Modou 
Gaye in his testimony, who had said he was actually 
tortured once, and mock tortured another time. 

In response to the Lead Counsel’s 
questions, Lang Tombong Tamba 
claimed, “the purpose was to kill 
us that day even. Through Saikhou 
Jallows’ intervention, it was averted. 
I said that again, we were brought to 
the NIA for purpose of torturing us.” 
The Lead Counsel reproached the witness for 
wasting their time by giving long explanations when a 
simple yes or no would suffice, and then asked again 
whether the system was designed for them to be 
tortured. The witness continued to avoid implicating 
the system, instead limiting his comments to his own 
experience. He said in his case it was coordinated by 
Solo Bojang, who worked at the State House, which 
he acknowledged got its instructions from Yahya 
Jammeh.

However, when the Lead Counsel asked whether this 
was the same system that was responsible for taking 
people out of Mile 2, accusing them of treason, and 
torturing them at NIA Headquarters in Mile 2, the 
witness was silent. When the Lead Counsel said he 
took the witness’ silence to mean “yes”, the witness 
responded he had already responded to that. A heated 
exchange followed in which the Lead Counsel asked 
why he was able to accept the system in 2009 and 
not 2006, and the witness kept dodging the question 
by saying it was different Junglers and maintaining 
that torturers were not done in the conference room 
in 2006. When he used his line about the TRRC not 
being a court of law, and said they should pause 
for the interpreters to catch up, the Lead Counsel 
accused him of obfuscating to waste time. 

74See TRRC Digest Edition 17 pages 47 – 49. Omar Faal did not testify that he saw Lang Tombong Tamba tortured.
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According to the witness, when their accusers 
saw they were being released, they went to the 
Director of Public Prosecutions, DPP, and convinced 
him to convince the President that a coup really 
was being planned. The witness then went into a 
confusing digression of how Ebrima Sanyang was 
able to impersonate someone on the phone to then 
CDS Masaneh Kinteh, who proceeded to Farafenni 
Barracks. He mentioned that the two young boys, 
who were around 15/16 at the time, were eventually 
arrested and detained in Janjanbureh prison until the 
government of Adama Barrow was installed. 

Focusing on the accusation against him specifically, 
Lang Tombong Tamba claimed that when those 
accused of the 2006 coup plot were convicted, they 
were aggrieved. He said that MA Bah approached 
Kebbaringo, a prisoner who came from Kanilai, and 
helped him acquire food and financial support. In 
exchange, he asked that Kebbaringo Bojang speak to 
the President upon his release and tell him that the 
2006 plotters were sorry and wanted to reveal that 
there were other members of their plot. Specifically, 
they wanted Kebbaringo Bojang to incriminate Sarjo 
Fofana, Wally Nyang, Sillah Kujabi, Nfally Jabang, and 
the witness.

The witness said that Kebbaringo Bojang followed 
through and succeeded in securing MA Bah a 
presidential pardon and a promotion in the military. 
He also gave Yahya Jammeh the list of names, and 
soon after Sarjo Fofana, who had led the court martial 
of the 2006 coup plotters, was arrested, along with 
Wally Nyang. At the same time, Bunja Darboe and 
Wassa Camara were taken to the Justice Ministry 
and asked to write statements to implicate the 
witness and others in having advanced knowledge 
of the 2006 coup and not acting. In the trial itself, 
he continued, Bunja Darboe refused to stand in the 
witness box, and Yahya Darboe refused to be sworn 
in. Eventually Yahya Darboe gave his testimony from 
the witness box, but without being sworn in. 

On their second court date, both Bunja Darboe 
and Yahya Dabroe refused to attend. However, MA 
Bah did attend, and testified that the witness had 
advance knowledge of the 2006 coup and did not 

The Lead Counsel pointed out that Bo Baaji, Modou Gaye, 
and Ngorr Secka75 all testified they were tortured, and 
alleged that the witness was the only person who was 
not tortured in that group because he had a personal 
relationship with the Junglers. Lang Tombong Tamba 
objected to the question and appealed to the Chair, 
saying he could not speak to the treatment of others 
and refused to blame a particular person or system. The 
Chair asked that the testimony proceed.

After re-explaining how the TRRC works, the Lead Counsel 
said the evidence they had suggested the system had a 
way of shielding some people and brutalising others. The 
witness disagreed with this comment and asked not to be 
compared to other witnesses while simultaneously telling 
the Commission to simply take the evidence before them 
and make their conclusions. The witness then continued 
to deny he was tortured, despite the fact that the Lead 
Counsel had not confronted him with testimony that 
suggested that he had been. 

The Lead Counsel then brought forward a report prepared 
by the NIA investigators dated January 22 200976 about 
the 2009 coup attempt. He pointed out that the report 
concluded that the witness was organising a coup 
d’etat and recommended he be charged with treason. 
When asked if this was accurate, he said the report was 
incorrect. 

Narrating how he came to be charged with treason, Lang 
Tambong Tamba said the allegations of his involvement 
in a coup plot originated with two young boys he identified 
as Ebrima Sanyang and Rui Jabbi Gassama.77 He later 
said they first claimed then IGP Ensa Badjie was involved 
in the coup, but after he was brought before the panel, 
“things twisted the other way,” and the witness was 
called. The witness described being interrogated by the 
panel and speaking with Ebrima Sanyang, whose story 
kept changing. He and everyone accused denied the 
allegations. Saikhou Jallow was in the room and was 
briefing the president on the evidence being presented. 
The witness claimed with Saikhou Jallow’s intervention, 
Abdoulie Joof and Brigadier General Omar Bun Mbye were 
released from Mile 2. The witness claimed he heard he 
would be released by the coming Friday, but before then 
Abdoulie Joof and Omar Bun Mbye were re-arrested and 
brought back to the prison. 

75Gibril Ngorr Secka testified before the TRRC on 25th February 2021.
76He said it was likely mis-dated and was supposed to be 22nd January 2010.
77Rui Jabbi Gassama appears to be an alias. His name, as reported by Gambian press at the time, is Ousaniou Kujabi.
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report it. Lang Tombong Tamba said at the time he was 
still hopeful, as his lawyer, Sheriff Tambedou, had said 
it was unlawful to charge someone with treason on 
uncorroborated evidence. However, Justice Ikpala found 
them guilty and sentenced them to death. 

The witness added that one of their number he identified 
as Rambo, was mysteriously taken from his cell at Mile 
2 one evening after their conviction. When they enquired 
later, they were told that he had left the country and had 
been granted a presidential pardon. When asked if this 
was peculiar, the witness just responded that it was 
within the President’s authority, and did not respond to 
allegations he had paid money to be released. 

The Lead Counsel accused the 
witness of being afraid of saying 

anything to implicate Yahya Jammeh, 
which the witness denied, saying he 

was giving him the honour and respect 
accorded to any President.

After another back and forth on whether the witness 
had implicated Yahya Jammeh in the murder of his 
sister Marci Jammeh, Lang Tombong Tamba blamed the 
violation of his rights on the court system. He claimed that 
prior to their conviction they were taken to the Attorney 
General’s chambers where they met with DPP Chenge 
who presented them with evidence they had of a boat 
they had purchased in Bissau to transport weapons to 
The Gambia for the alleged coup plot. He told the witness 
if he served as a state witness, he would be allowed to 
return home right away. The witness said he, and the 
other eight detainees brought to the Attorney General’s 
chambers, declined the offer. 

The Lead Counsel then went over how MA Bah was 
released from prison on the basis of a deal with Yahya 
Jammeh, in exchange for testifying against the witness. 
The witness protested this characterisation, saying that 
he was not aware of any deal between MA Bah and Yahya 
Jammeh, and what actually happened was Kebbaringo 
Bojang and MA Bah tricked the President. The Lead 

Counsel again accused the witness of being willing 
to implicate everyone except Yahya Jammeh, which 
the witness denied.

The Lead Counsel then brought forth a letter 
addressed to Yahya Jammeh from the witness that 
he wrote after he was released from prison. Lang 
Tombong Tamba protested, saying there was no 
connection between the letter and his testimony, 
which lead to a heated back and forth with the Lead 
Counsel. The witness said he could not remember 
the letter, and said that because the version he was 
given was just a copy and it was not dated it could 
not be authenticated. The Lead Counsel pointed 
out there was also a record of an interview he had 
with the Daily Observer. The Chair asked the Lead 
Counsel to read the letter

In the letter the witness thanks Yahya Jammeh for 
releasing him from prison in the most flowery and 
obsequious terms. He prayed for the President to 
have a long life “so you continue driving this country 
to highest levels of development,” and praising him 
for his “visionary leadership” for this “audacious 
initiative” (the witness’s release from prison) which 
“reiterated your democracy” and was based in his 
“deep knowledge” of religion. He also prayed for 
the long life and health of Yahya Jammeh’s family, 
specifically his mother, for bringing “motherly 
inspiration to the nation.”

After the Lead Counsel finished reading, Lang 
Tombong Tamba said he did not remember this letter 
specifically, but that his lawyer wrote two letters to 
the President and this could be one of them. When 
pressed whether he wrote to the President by himself 
after his release, the witness said he might have, but 
could not remember. He said the letter did capture 
the essence of what he would have written, of the 
appreciation for being released. He said when they 
were released they were given the opportunity to say 
something on national TV and they all thanked the 
President for pardoning them. 

The Lead Counsel mentioned that the letter they read 
did not purport to emanate from Sheriff Tambedou, 
which the witness took umbrage at, but the Chair 
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Moving on, he hinted that “a particular group” had 
been left out of the present government, and that 
innocent military officers had been relieved of their 
duty. He specifically named Navy Captain Sillah Kujabi, 
Colonel Bojang, and Brigadier General Savage. He 
then pointed out that all these people belong to the 
Jola ethnic group. He said that under Yahya Jammeh 
there were no more than two Jola ministers, going 
through all the military leaders who were not Jola. 
He then said that most of the Jola officers had been 
removed since then. He decried “tribal sentiments,” 
pointing out that he is Jola but his second wife is 
Serer and Wolof and with his first wife, who is Jola, 
they only speak Mandinka together. 

Lang Tombong Tamba said that politics had divided 
the country, and called on political leaders to 
sensitise their followers that the country is bigger 
than any one political party. He said that soldiers 
who had served as peacekeepers abroad, as well as 
religious leaders, stood in a good position to advise 
leaders. He said he was scared for The Gambia, but 
also that The Gambia is blessed to enjoy tolerance 
between Muslims and Christians. He said he held 
it in high regard that across the border in Senegal, 
after politics people become one family, and that 
he would like to see that for The Gambia. He said 
the atmosphere as the elections approach is not 
encouraging. 

He explained that in Sintet, the village he comes 
from, many ethnic groups live side by side without 
problems, and that he himself counts many friends 
from different groups. He also asked the Commission 
to consider the case of Alagie Martin, who had been 
laid off his work after appearing at the TRRC, and 
help find a way to secure him some employment. He 
said he knew of other witnesses who had confessed 
to killing people, which Alagie Martin had not done, 
and yet were still employed. He ended his testimony 
by preaching peace and unity and thanking the 
Commission again for the opportunity to appear. 

The Chair thanked him for his testimony, and 
acknowledged that he had been in the “hot seat” 
for the last three days, but said that other senior 
officials were going to come before the Commission 

jumped in and asked the witness to move on to the 
interview he did with the Daily Observer. The witness 
confirmed he gave the interview, at which point the 
lead Counsel explained the reason for bringing out the 
interview and the letter were to show how deplorable 
it was that the system would wrongly convict a person, 
then demand that that person praise and apologise that 
system once they were released. The Lead Counsel thus 
ended his questioning. 

With no questions from the Commissioners, the witness 
then began his closing remarks. He thanked the 
Commission for the opportunity to give his testimony, 
especially in light of the accusations made against 
him by other witnesses before the TRRC. He said his 
testimony was given freely without intimidation and 
hoped his testimony would convince other Gambians of 
the righteousness of the TRRC. He warned Gambians 
that politics had recently come to forefront of everything. 
Likening politics to a football game, he said only one 
side can win, but it was important that everyone came 
together to celebrate the winners. 

After attributing his military promotions to Allah, Lang 
Tombong Tamba acknowledged making mistakes as CDS, 
but hedged that they were neither deliberate nor wilful. 
He said it was his conviction that those investigated 
before a panel were treated fairly, and said when he saw 
someone who was not treated fairly - Faring Sanyang - he 
intervened. 

However, while they tried to treat 
people fairly, he said they did “not 

have complete control over people all 
the time,” and “something might have 

gone wrong.” 
As much as he wanted to take charge of the situation, he 
was not able to because of the situation. He said if he 
wronged anyone, it was not intentional, and he apologised. 
He said to err is human, and that he was eventually 
removed from the panel. He also said he was happy that 
the 2006 coup plot organisers had acknowledged their 
involvement during their testimonies at the TRRC.



|70

and have the accusations presented to them in the effort 
of establishing the truth. He said nothing would deter 
them from this mission, “until hell freezes over.”  

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Attempted torture (of Lang Tombong Tamba in 2009)

Solo Bojang

Arbitrary arrest (of Lang Tombong Tamba in 2009)

Bora Colley, Saul Badjie, Ensa Badjie, Numo Kujabi, Yahya 
Jammeh

Attempted obtaining false statements and confessions 

Richard Chenge

Corruption of justice (in case of Sam Kambai)

Yahya Jammeh, Lang Tombong Tamba



71|

Ph
ot

o:
 ©

K
at

he
rin

e 
Ta

yl
or



|72

WITNESS NAME: Momodou Alieu BAH78

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 17th December 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Lang Tombong Tamba’s alleged 
involvement in the 2006 coup, the arrest of the witness 
in relation to his alleged involvement in the 2006 coup 
attempt, his detention at the Mile 2 Prison, interrogation 
at NIA, his court-martial, conviction, release as a result of 
a presidential pardon, reinstatement and promotion, and 
his role in the case against Lang Tombong Tamba 

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Soldier 

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Arbitrarily arrested, 
charged with concealment of treason and convicted, 
served as a witness in the case against Lang Tombong 
Tamba

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Momodou Alieu Bah was born on September 10, 1973 
in Lamin. After graduating from secondary school and 
gaining some work experience at the Continent Bank of 
The Gambia he joined the Gambian Armed Forces, GAF in 
May 1996. Once he finished training, he began working 
as an account clerk in the GAF finance department. He 
rose through the ranks alternating between IT and 
finance-based appointments until February 2005, when 
he was posted as the Staff Officer of finance.

In March 2006, the witness continued, he was arrested 
and later charged with concealment of treason and 
sentenced to 25 years in prison. Before the sentencing 
he was questioned by the National Intelligence Agency, 
NIA, and was accused of having advanced knowledge 
of the Ndure Cham coup. Momodou Alieu Bah admitted 
that he had been told about the planned coup by Ndure 
Cham himself but rejected his offer to join. After leaving 
Ndure Cham’s office, Bunja Darboe79 tried to convince 
both Momodou Alieu Bah80 and Captain Abdoukarim Jah 
to join the coup as well. 

The witness once again denied the offer and went to see 
the then Deputy Chief of Defence Staff Lang Tombong 
Tamba.81 He tried to warn Lang Tombong Tamba about 

the coup, and the witness recalled Lang Tombong 
Tamba looking at him in the eyes and telling him 
“shut your mouth”.

Lead Counsel asked Momodou Alieu Bah if he was 
sure those were the exact events that transpired 
between him and Lang Tombong Tamba that day. 
Momodou Alieu Bah explained that he could provide 
evidence via the phone records of a later conversation 
with Lang Tombong Tamba. He then recited both 
of their phone numbers and began recounting the 
conversation.

The witness claimed that around 1am on 22 March 
2006, Lang Tombong Tamba admitted to him over the 
phone that his warnings about the Ndure Cham coup 
plot were true and that they had started arresting 
some of the suspects. After that conversation, the 
witness said, he called the then Minister of Interior, 
Baboucarr Jatta, and told him about his experience 
with the Ndure Cham. Baboucarr Jatta revealed to 
him that he was already aware and had interviewed 
Momodou Njie, who was a part of the State Guard, 
about the matter.

Four hours later, around 4am, fully armed soldiers 
came to the witness’ home and arrested him. They 
drove him straight to Mile 2 Prison and the witness 
was locked in a one-man cell in security wing number 
five. Momodou Alieu Bah expressed he was worried 
and surprised because he had no idea what was 
going on. They kept him in Mile 2 Prison for three 
days, before taking him in front of a panel at the NIA.

78Often referred to as MA Bah.
79See TRRC Digest Edition 5, pages 46 – 52.
80See TRRC Digest Edition 17, pages 70 – 74.
81Lang Tombong Tamba also testified during session 18 of the TRRC.
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The Lead Counsel questioned some discrepancies 
between the witness’ and Lang Tombong Tamba’s 
testimony. He recounted that Lang Tombong Tamba 
claimed none of the people brought before the panel were 
handcuffed, and denied ever having a conversation about 
the Ndure Cham coup plot with the witness. Momodou 
Alieu Bah stated that he believed Lang Tombong Tamba 
to be a liar. The Lead Counsel then asked if the claim 
Lang Tombong Tamba made about soldiers being asked 
to leave their guns outside the hall were true. Momodou 
Alieu Bah said it was not.

The witness explained that standing in front of the panel 
at the NIA was a very threatening experience because of 
the indifference with which the panellists treated him. 
They pretended as if they had never been acquainted 
with him. He specifically named Lang Tombong Tamba, 
Ousman Sonko, and Momodou Hydara as conducting the 
interrogation. He was asked about the coup and he told 
the panel exactly what happened between him and Ndure 
Cham.

Momodou Alieu Bah claimed he did not tell them about 
Lang Tombong Tamba or the conversation he had with 
Baboucarr Jatta. When asked why, he explained that it 
was because he did not feel comfortable doing so as 
Lang Tombong Tamba was sitting right next to him. He 
went on to further explain that he was trying to save 
himself from being tortured. 

Momodou Alieu Bah admitted that 
he had seen the state of some of his 
colleagues who had been tortured at 
the hands of the NIA and did not wish 

to share their fate.
The Lead Counsel expressed his surprise at the witness’ 
refusal to cite the conversations he had with revealing 
the Ndure Cham coup plot to his superior officers, when 
that would have been the perfect defence to the charges 
being brought against him. The witness tried to defend 
himself saying that he believed he would have another 
chance in front of the panel, but he never did.

His admission of knowledge about the Ndure Cham 
coup plot, along with his refusal to reveal the 
conversation we had with his superior officers Lang 
Tombong Tamba and Baboucarr Jatta were enough 
to charge him with concealment of treason. He was 
sent back to Mile 2 Prison and eventually began 
his trial. During the trial no witnesses were called 
against him, and when it was his turn to take the 
stand Bo Baaji82 called to speak to him and relayed a 
message from Lang Tombong Tamba who said “CDS 
Tombong said there was no need for you to enter the 
box. But he is doing everything possible to get you out 
of this case.”

Momodou Alieu Bah consulted his lawyer and they 
agreed not to testify because they believed Lang 
Tombong Tamba would help them. Momodou Alieu 
Bah speculated that Lang Tombong Tamba knew 
he would reveal their conversation about the Ndure 
Cham coup if he took the stand and was trying to 
avoid that. Momodou Alieu Bah stated “he fooled me 
through Bo Baaji”.

Before Justice Ajim could reveal his verdict, the 
president of the court-martial Sarjo Fofana received a 
call, and they suddenly called for a recess. When they 
came back, they announced that everyone had been 
found guilty and the witness was sentenced to 25 
years. At this point the witness became emotional as 
he explained how the system lacked independence 
he was cheated and misled. He maintained that if Bo 
Baaji never called, he would have taken the witness 
stand and narrated exactly what happened between 
him and Lang Tombong Tamba.

During his time in prison, Momodou Alieu Bah said 
in response to questions from the Lead Counsel, 
he saw a man named Kebbaringo Bojang who had 
been beaten severely. He insisted he was not close 
to Kebbaringo Bojang, but none the less explained 
that Kebbaringo Bojang had told him he had been 
arrested, detained, and tortured on Yahya Jammeh’s 
orders for allegedly burying a juju in the then-
President’s garden. 

82See TRRC Digest Edition, pages 117 – 125.
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The Lead Counsel had no more questions for the 
witness, so the Chair took over and allowed for 
questions from the Commission. Commissioner 
Samba said that they received the information the 
day before from Lang Tombong Tamba himself that 
he had not been tortured and asked for clarification 
on the witness’ claim that he had. The witness took 
that opportunity to clarify that misunderstanding and 
emphasised that he was referring to Kebbaringo 
Bojang not Lang Tombong Tamba.

Next, she asked if he believed that Lang Tombong 
Tamba had indeed been tortured, and the witness 
explained that they were not on the same block and 
he never actually saw him while at Mile 2 Prison, but 
he heard through the grapevine that Lang Tombong 
Tamba had been beaten.

Commissioner Kinteh went next and asked for the 
timeline between Momodou Alieu Bah’s alleged call 
with Lang Tombong Tamba and the call he placed 
to Baboucarr Jatta afterwards. Momodou Alieu Bah 
informed him that he did not call Baboucarr Jatta 
right after he got off the phone with Lang Tombong 
Tamba. He called him later around 8 or 9pm  when 
he arrived home from work. 

Commissioner Kinteh then questioned how Bo Baaji 
and Lang Tombong Tamba could so easily fool him 
into not taking the stand. The witness explained 
that he trusted them because he knew that Lang 
Tombong Tamba had authority over the court martial 
and thought he would use that to help him. Lastly, 
Commissioner Kinteh asked why the witness thought 
Lang Tombong Tamba decided to cheat him, to which 
the witness replied it was a question only Lang 
Tombong Tamba could answer.

In his final remarks, Momodou Alieu Bah urged 
Gambians to forgive each other. He stressed that they 
needed to bury the past and look forward. Momodou 
Alieu Bah declared that he had forgiven anyone who 
had wronged him and appealed for forgiveness from 
those he had wronged as well.

After serving three years and nine months of his prison 
sentence, the witness was pardoned by Yahya Jammeh 
in November 2009. He was reinstated, paid his entire 
salary for while he was in prison, and given a promotion 
to a higher rank.  The Lead Counsel questioned the 
validity of the witness’ release from prison. He brought 
up the convenient timing as Lang Tombong Tamba had 
been imprisoned right before he was pardoned.

The Lead Counsel and Momodou Alieu Bah went back-
and-forth for some time. 

The Lead Counsel levied accusations 
that Momodou Alieu Bah gave his 
testimony against Lang Tombong 
Tamba in exchange for his pardon, 
reinstatement, promotion, salary, and 
a bit of revenge - all of which Momodou 
Alieu Bah vehemently denied.
The Lead Counsel also mentioned that it was against 
the law for the witness to have been paid his salary and 
promoted to a different rank, as his lawful imprisonment 
would have disqualified him from being eligible for any of 
that. He asked the witness to provide the Commission 
with the name of any other soldier who received a full 
pardon, reinstatement, payment of salary, and double 
promotion during Yahya Jammeh’s  regime. Momodou 
Alieu Bah could not provide any of this and the Lead 
Counsel used it to drive home his point, which was that 
Momodou Alieu Bah made a deal to secure his wellness 
and send Lang Tombong Tamba to jail.

Momodou Alieu Bah insisted that there was no deal. He 
explained that he was released eight months before he 
ever testified against Lang Tombong Tamba, but the Lead 
Counsel would not let up and explained that the date of 
the trial did not matter; the only date that mattered was 
the day he made the incriminatory statement that earned 
him his release.
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Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Unlawful Interrogation (of Momodou Alieu Bah in 2006)

Lang Tombong Tamba, Ousman Sonko, Momodou Hydara

Corruption of justice

Justice Agim, Sarjo Fofana 

Torture and arbitrary arrest and detention (of Kebbaringo 
Bojang)

Yahya Jammeh 
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WITNESS NAME: Lamin SONKO (FALANG)

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 17th December 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: April 14th 2016 protest by 
the UDP leading to the unlawful arrest and detention 
of protesters, their torture, court proceedings, and the 
events leading to their release

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Youth Coordinator of 
the UDP

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Protester, unlawfully 
arrested, tortured, detained and later convicted

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Chairman of the 
United Democratic Party in the Jeshwang Constituency 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Lamin Sonko, also known as Falang, began his testimony 
by identifying himself as the current Chairman of the 
United Democratic Party, UDP in the New Jeshwang 
Constituency. He narrated how, in April 2016, a group of 
UDP members decided to stage a demonstration against 
proposed changes in the electoral law. Lamin Sonko said 
they did not bother attempting to obtain a permit for the 
demonstration because they knew the then government 
would not have granted one to any members of the UDP.

The witness told the Commission he planned the 
demonstration along with Ebrima Solo Sandeng. 
Ebrima Solo Sandeng bought 10 new Africell sim cards 
and distributed them among the other heads of the 
demonstration, reasoning they would be able to organise 
without the oversight of Ousainou Darboe, the UDP 
Secretary General and party leader.

On 14 April 2016, Lamin Sonko, Nogoi Njie, and Fatou 
Camara went to Westfield together before meeting 
up with about 60 other UDP members including 
Ebrima Solo Sandeng near the Serrekunda Market. 
They then took the road passing Serrekunda police 
station and headed towards Westfield. 

Lamin Sonko recalled hearing 
bystanders talking amongst 

themselves as they passed saying 
things such as “these people’s 

relatives or families will never see 
them again.”

The witness told the Commission that he assumed 
bystanders were reacting in such a way because “in 
those days, people disappear. Nobody knows how they 
disappear, especially people who came out to show 
their resistance.” By the time they reached Westfield 
it was 2pm, and the witness informed Ebrima Solo 
Sandeng he was going to 2pm prayers. He was not 
gone for long, but when he returned he met Abdoulie 
Sanneh, a police officer who was stationed at 
Serrekunda Police Station.

According to Lamin Sonko, Abdoulie Sanneh 
wanted to arrest Ebrima Solo Sandeng but the UDP 
members who witnessed the exchange refused and 
told him  “Solo is not going anywhere. Wherever he 
is going to, we will all go together.” Shortly after that 
the witness remembered the then Commissioner J 
Sowe arriving and attempting to do the same thing 
as Abdoulie Sanneh. The UDP members once again 
refused, resulting in a ‘push and pull.’ Some of the 
younger members of the UDP party were holding 
a banner during their demonstration, but once the 
police got involved they dropped the banner and ran 
away. Lamin Sonko picked up the banner and it was 
then a journalist approached him and took his picture, 
which ended up being sent to Freedom Newspaper.83

Eventually Abdoulie Sanneh and J Sowe went off to 
the side where they continued communicating. Toffee 
Kanuteh, who was the UDP chairman in Manjai, 

83An online news site established and run by Pa Nderry Bbai from North Carolina, USA.
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approached the witness twice and tried to get him to 
leave. When the witness looked around, he realised that 
most of the group had dispersed and there were only a 
small number of them left, but he still stayed. Shortly 
after, the witness saw the paramilitary arrive. They ran 
towards the remaining UDP members at high speeds, 
chasing anyone who tried to run away. 26 UDP members 
were arrested and forced into a big truck.

Lamin Sonko claimed that -- even though he did not 
resist arrest - when he was forced onto the truck he was 
slapped and told “you Falang, you are the main cause of 
everything here.” All of the arrested UDP members were 
taken to the Police Intervention Unit, PIU compound. 
Ebrima Solo Sandeng was briefly separated from the rest 
of the group but later brought back. The then Inspector 
General of Police, IGP Yankuba Sonko, showed up and 
ordered the arrested UDP members to be taken to Mile 2 
Prison. However, Kafu Bayo, Ebrima Jabang, Ebrima Solo 
Sandeng, Nogoi Njie and Modou Ngum were separated 
and taken directly to the National Intelligence Agency, 
NIA.

Before they were taken away, both the witness and Ebrima 
Solo Sandeng asked Abdoulie Sanneh for favours. Ebrima 
Solo Sandeng wanted Abdoulie Sanneh to deliver money 
to his brother for his upcoming naming ceremony, and the 
witness gave Abdoulie Sanneh his car keys and asked 
him to keep his vehicle until his brother could come and 
pick it up. Abdoulie Sanneh assured them that he would 
do those things for them. However, when the witness 
arrived at Mile 2 Prison, he recalled seeing his vehicle 
drive past him towards Banjul, in the opposite direction 
from Serrekunda Police Station where Abdoulie Sanneh 
had pledged he would take it.

Lamin Sonko remembered being taken to Mile 2 along 
with Lamin Marong, Ebrima Jabang, Alasana Beyai, 
Ebrima Jadama, Modou Touray, Fatou Camara, Fatoumatta 
Jawara, Lamin Fatty and the late Ebrima Janko Ceesay 
where their statements were taken and they were placed 
in the military confinement wing. During that time, they 
were not given access to legal counsel, allowed to contact 
their families, or told what they were being charged with. 
Then, around midnight, they were moved to the NIA 
headquarters. 

At the NIA Headquarters their statements were 
taken once again and their group split into different 
directions. They were called one by one and told to 
either go to the right or to the left-hand side. Lamin 
Sonko remembered being the last person to be called. 
While he waited, he had an exchange with a fat man. 
When he expressed that he was just exercising his 
constitutional rights, the man responded “we used to 
beat soldiers here until we kill them.” Lamin Sonko 
shot back: “I am not a soldier. I am a politician. And 
the entire world is watching to see what you will do to 
me. You could kill me, but you will not do that twice.” 

Eventually a younger man led the witness away to 
the right. A group of men made the witness sit down 
and tie his hands to an iron piece on the wall. A 
bucket of water was poured on the witness’ head. 
When the witness uttered Allah’s name to himself 
his torturer shouted at him saying “Laa Illaaha Il La 
Lah,84 here? You will know.” They then began beating 
him with belts, hosepipes and batons. They also 
took to calling him ‘The flagbearer” because they had 
seen the picture of him holding the banner at the 
end of the demonstration. The last person to beat 
the witness was a Nigerian man, who not only beat 
the witness on his head until his eyes swelled but 
resorted to insulting the witness’ mother and cursing 
her. The witness told the Commission that although 
the beatings injured him physically, the fact that they 
insulted his mother hurt more.

After his beating Lamin Sonko was led back inside 
and taken in front of a panel. He did not mention 
the name of the panellist during his testimony, but 
Lamin Sonko informed the Commission that one of 
the panellists had known him for a long time. They 
asked him many questions but the most important 
one was about his position in the UDP.  Lamin Sonko 
explained that back in those days many people were 
afraid to publicly claim being a member of the UDP, 
but he was not among them. He told the panel he 
was the UDP’s youth coordinator. The panel did not 
last long because the man who had known him for a 
long time would not allow a lot of questions. He was 
sympathetic towards Lamin Sonko and eventually 
stopped the interrogation and told them to take him 
away.

84“there’s no God but God”
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The witness was taken to another room where he found 
the other UDP members. 

When asked if he knew how many 
of the UDP members were beaten 
on that day the witness said it was 

more a matter of who was the most 
severely beaten as everyone endured 

some form of abuse. 
He said he himself obtained a head wound and was 
bleeding all over his body and Ebrima Janko Ceesay had 
two of his teeth broken. When explaining Ebrima Jonko 
Ceesay’s injuries the witness became emotional. He told 
the Commission that he had found Ebrima Jonko Ceesay 
crying and when he asked him why, Ebrima Jonko Ceesay 
held out his hand and showed him the broken teeth. The 
witness consoled Ebrima Jonko Ceesay as best as he 
could and said to him “It’s difficult, it’s hard, it’s painful, 
but being a man is all about this. Let’s just put God in 
everything. God will favour us.” 

Lamin Sonko stated that while he did not see anyone 
receive a beating, he could hear their screams. All of 
them were beaten that day including Nogoi Njie, Fatou 
Camara and Fatoumatta Jawara. The latter two that were 
beaten so badly they lost consciousness and had to be 
treated at the NIA, missing their first court date because 
of the incident. Lamin Sonko told the Commission “if 
they could have the heart to beat up women, then no man 
would be spared.”

Back at Mile 2 Prison, the UDP members were taken to 
their cells, which were completely empty. Because of his 
head wound the witness asked one of the prison officers 
if he could use a piece of mattress that he saw on the 
way to the cells as a pillow. They refused his request 
and threatened to return him to the NIA. Once in his cell, 
the witness remembered his mind straying to the state 
of Ebrima Solo Sandeng. He was worried that Ebrima 
Solo Sandeng had been murdered as, in the past, he 
was warned that if he, Ebrima Solo Sandeng, or Lamin 
Marong were ever taken to the NIA they would never 
leave again. He explained to the Commission that he was 

worried because he had only been beaten for a night 
but Ebrima Sonko had been under NIA custody since 
that afternoon.

The Lead Counsel asked about Lamin Marong, who 
had also been arrested and taken to Mile 2. Lamin 
Sonko revealed that Lamin Marong died about two 
months after they were released from prison. He 
informed the Commission that Lamin Marong had 
been paranoid about getting poisoned after someone 
stuck their fingers in Lamin Marong’s mouth during 
his beating.

The witness told the Commission that on his first day 
in detention he went on a hunger strike, refusing to 
eat dinner after they returned from the NIA as well as 
breakfast the next morning. One of his old colleagues 
who had been imprisoned at Mile 2 Prison for a long 
time, Jaiteh, came and urged him to eat.  After the 
discussion, the witness ate his first meal since being 
arrested, telling himself “behold this is what Yahya 
Jammeh wants so that if I die here, it will become 
minus 1 for him.” 

The following day, Lamin Sonko continued, Ousainou 
Darboe and others were arrested and brought to Mile 
2 Prison. Ousaiou Darboe was given a mattress and 
bedding, but when he heard that the other detainees 
were not granted the same privilege, he told the 
prison officers “If they don’t have, then I don’t need 
it.” The next day, he remembered, mattresses and 
bedding were brought in for the rest of them. Lamin 
Sonko recalled being detained at Mile 2 for about a 
week before he and the other UDP members were 
taken to court where Antouman Gaye defended them. 

At the end of the trial, they were convicted and 
sentenced to three years imprisonment, but not 
everyone ended up serving that sentence. Eleven of 
the UDP detainees were taken to Janjanbureh Prison. 
The others were released because, according to the 
judge, they did not have enough transportation to send 
all of them to Janjanbureh. Lamin Sonko explained 
that they had a lot of difficulty during the court process 
because Janjanbureh was very far. Lead Counsel 
questioned why they were tried in Janjanbureh if their 
‘violation’ occurred in the Kombos.85 Lamin Sonko 

85Kombos refers to the area outside of the capital Banjul.
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speculated that they were just doing it to be wicked. Lead 
Counsel then asked if Lamin Sonko had served his full 
sentence to which he responded in the negative.

The witness revealed that from the date of his torture 
to the day he was released from prison he did not 
receive any medical attention. He described how while 
at Janjanbureh Prison he told one of the prison officers 
that he was not feeling well and overheard the medic 
telling the prison officer “don’t mind them. They are just 
pretending.” 

He expressed to the Commission that 
he never thought a human being with 

blood running through their veins 
would be treated in such a way.

It was not until Lamin Sonko returned to Mile 2 Prison from 
Janjanbureh about three months after their conviction 
that he able to receive visitors. Lamin Sonko explained 
that he was placed in the remand wing and described the 
conditions as a grave. The beds in the wing were about 
a metre high. One person would sleep on top, and the 
other person under the bed. Continuing, he stated the 
type of food he received there would not be fit for his 
dog. No one would eat the pap because they heard that it 
caused beriberi86 and there were rumours that if you ate 
it you would die. For eight months that and couscous was 
what they gave him to eat.

After Adama Barrow won the presidential election, the 
witness continued, his lawyers launched an appeal with 
the courts, and they were released on bail. The witness 
and Lead Counsel entered into a confusing back-and-forth 
about the legality of his bail and the rest of the witnesses 
court case. After a few minutes of asking complicated 
legal questions, the Lead Counsel said he would let up 
and ended his questioning.

The Chair thanked the witness for his testimony and 
returned to the bail question for more clarification. The 
witness explained that they returned to court after the 
bail, but he could not remember exactly what transpired 
there. He believed that the court said their imprisonment 
was unlawful and granted them release. The Chair asked 

what the final pronouncement on the case was, but 
the witness told him that he could not recall because 
at the time the only thing he was feeling was joy, he 
was not thinking about going back to court anymore.

After the questions from the Chair, The Deputy Chair 
asked him about his car. Likening his car situation 
to his own imprisonment, the witness stated that 
his car was imprisoned until when he was released, 
and it was returned to him. However, the car was no 
longer useful and in very bad condition. He ended 
up taking the matter to court but was persuaded by 
then Attorney General Ba Tambedou to withdraw the 
case because it looked bad for him as a member of 
the government to be taking the same government 
to court. After that, he tried to take the matter to the 
TRRC but was denied as they only dealt with human 
rights violations. Presently his lawyer is preparing 
documents to go back to court.

Lamin Sonko then gave his final remarks. He thanked 
Allah and the Commission for allowing him to have a 
chance to testify before them, stating that he has no 
regrets because everything he did was for his country. 
He said he was thankful that political parties are 
now given freedom to talk about their politics without 
threat. He talked about Ebrima Solo Sandeng and 
14th April stating that it would never be forgotten. He 
went on saying that in many cases people who died 
fighting for change do not get to enjoy the aftermath 
but their children, grandchildren, and other relatives 
well. He began to speak about contemporary politics, 
but Lead Counsel stopped him and asked him to 
avoid politicising the work of the TRRC.

The witness then advocated for forgiveness and 
urged Gambians to not allow politics to destroy the 
relationships between them. He also asked that the 
people who have been adversely mentioned during 
the course of the TRRC should accept their role in 
the problems Gambia has faced so that people can 
move on. He thanked his wives and his relatives 
including his elder brother Maja Sonko and his eldest 
son for sticking by him and doing what they needed 
to help his family survive for the eight months he 

86A disease in which the body does not have enough vitamin B-1 (thiamin). It is usually caused by poor diet or alcoholism.
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stayed in detention. Lamin Sonko ended his testimony by 
urging people to be patient, put their faith in Allah, and do 
their best to move Gambia forward.

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary arrest (of witness and UDP supporters)

Abdoulie Sanneh, Commissioner J Sowe

Unlawful detention

Yankuba Sonko, Abdoulie Sanneh
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About ANEKED
Led by women African human rights activists, the African 
Network against Extrajudicial Killings and Enforced 
Disappearances (ANEKED) campaigns against forced 
disappearances and summary executions. ANEKED 
combines the power of technology, innovation, traditional 
media and legal expertise to make issues related to 
enforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings much 
more visible, advocating for justice for victims and their 
families. 

www.aneked.org
   @theANEKED

About The Point Newspaper
The Point Newspaper is a major independent Gambian 
newspaper, co-founded by Deyda Hydara, a fierce 
advocate of press freedom and a fierce critic of the 
government of then President Yahya Jammeh, who was 
allegedly killed under the orders of Jammeh in 2004. The 
current co-publisher is his son, Baba Hydara. 

www.thepoint.gm
   @ThePointNewspaper
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