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The Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission (TRRC) is mandated to investigate and establish 
an impartial historical record of the nature, causes and extent of violations and abuses of human rights 
committed during the period of July 1994 to January 2017 and to consider the granting of reparations 
to victims and for connected matters. It started public hearings on 7th January 2019 and will proceed 
in chronological order, examining the most serious human rights violations that occurred from 1994 
to 2017 during the rule of former President Yahya Jammeh. While the testimonies are widely reported 
in the press and commented on social media, triggering vivid discussions and questions regarding the 
current transitional process in the country, a summary of each thematic focus/event and its findings 
is missing. 

The TRRC Digests seek to widen the circle of stakeholders in the transitional justice process in The 
Gambia by providing Gambians and interested international actors, with a constructive recount of each 
session, presenting the witnesses and listing the names of the persons mentioned in relation to human 
rights violations and – as the case may be – their current position within State, regional or international 
institutions. 

Furthermore, the Digests endeavour to highlight trends and patterns of human rights violations and 
abuses that occurred and as recounted during the TRRC hearings. In doing so, the TRRC Digests 
provide a necessary record of information and evidence uncovered – and may serve as “checks and 
balances” at the end of the TRRC’s work. 

After each release, the Digests are translated into Fula, Jola, Mandika and Wolof, and transmitted over 
local radio stations.

#NeverAgain
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DISCLAIMER

The current publication is NOT a document emanating from the TRRC. It is produced by ANEKED and The Point 
Newspaper. 

The information in this publication has been compiled from live testimonies given at the TRRC hearings. Great 
care has been taken to accurately represent the verbal testimonies, however errors cannot be fully excluded. 

Please note that the culpability of any persons mentioned by witnesses can only be established by a competent 
court. 

Any discrepancies and conflicting testimonies are highlighted on the next page. 
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DISCREPANCIES/CONFLICTING TESTIMONIES

Lamin Bo Baaji

Lamin Bo Baaji insisted he was unaware of 
arbitrary arrests and detention that occurred during 
his tenure as Director General of the National 
Intelligence Agency from August 2008 to August 
2009. Numerous witnesses have testified before 
the Commission about being arbitrarily arrested, 
detained, and tortured at the NIA during this period.

There were discrepancies between the testimony of 
Lamin Bo Baaji and of Lamin Karbou (TRRC Digest 
Edition 12, pages 36 – 46). Lamin Bo Baaji testified 
that he heard a rumor of who was responsible for 
the torture of Lamin Karbou in May 2009 but when 
he informed President Yahya Jammeh, he said he 
did not know who was responsible. However, Lamin 
Karbou told the Commission that when he was 
taken to Lamin Bo Baaji’s office by his superior 
to complain about his treatment, Lamin Bo Baaji, 
shocked at the state of his appearances, asked the 
NIA officers who were present who was responsible. 
Lamin Karbou claimed that Alhagie Edrisa Jobe 
claimed responsible and implicated Jim Ebrimah 
Drammeh directly to Lamin Bo Baaji. 

Additionally, Lamin Bo Baaji testified that then 
Inspector General of Police Ensa Badjie never 
visited Lamin Karbou while he was detained at the 
NIA. Lamin Karbou previously told the Commission 
that Ensa Badjie visited him and advised Lamin Bo 
Baaji to treat and release him. According to Lamin 
Karbou Lamin Bo Baaji said he would follow Ensa 
Badjie’s advice, he was not released then. Lamin Bo 
Baaji also denied that he ever reprimanded Lamin 
Karbou for calling out from a cell and accusing him 
of keeping the aforementioned detained without 
charge. 

Wassa Camara and Yahya Darboe

While Wassa Camara told the Commission that 
Ndure Cham told him that he had already secured 
Yahya Darboe’s support for his coup, Yahya 

Darboe testified that he was first informed of the 
coup attempt on the morning of the 21st March 
2006 by Wassa Camara. There were also minor 
inconsistencies between how they described what 
transpired at the earth satellite station in Abuko on 
the evening of the 21st March 2006.

Abdou Deen, Omar Faal, and Alieu Jobe

Alieu Jobe testified that when his relative Ndure Cham 
first suggested launching a coup against (president)
Yahya Jammeh in 2005, he was against the idea 
and tried to dissuade him. He did not mention being 
a part of any coup plotting – saying instead he was 
focused on his career - until Ndure Cham called him 
on the 21st to say he would be laying low and that 
he needed money to cross into Senegal. However, 
Abdou Deen told the Commission that Alieu Jobe 
was very upset about the human rights situation in 
the country and was keeping him informed about 
the evolving coup plot. On the day itself, Abdou Deen 
claimed Alieu Jobe called him twice, first to say the 
plot was in motion, and second to say it had been 
foiled.

Furthermore, Omar Faal also testified that he did 
not hear about the coup plot until it had already 
failed. However, Abdou Deen attested that he told 
Omar Faal about the plot in advance, and Omar Faal, 
a marabout, told him he had a vision that Yahya 
Jammeh would fall.
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OVERVIEW

The 17th session of the public hearings of the Truth, 
Reconciliation and Reparations Commission, TRRC, 
which began on 9th November 2000 and ended on 
26th November 2020 focused on abuses perpetrated 
by the National Intelligence Agency, NIA, from its 
founding in 1995 to the end of the Yahya Jammeh 
regime in 2016.

Four witness’ in this session spoke about the abuse 
they suffered at the NIA in the early days of Yahya 
Jammeh’s regime. Two were targeted because they 
were alleged to have been involved in a protest 
outside the American embassy in 1995, the other 
two were picked up for visiting members of the 
former government and on suspicion of being a 
rebel. All four described being arrested and detained 
without any charge, and being tortured either by NIA 
officers, or in one case, by soldiers. 

The March 2006 coup attempt by then Chief of 
Defense Staff Ndure Cham and its aftermath were 
a bulk of the testimonies in this session. After the 
coup fell through, those alleged to have had any 
contact with Ndure Cham, some of whom were 
completely innocent, were arrested and detained 
without charge, tortured, subjected to unlawful 
interrogation, and forced to give false statements 
or confessions. All seven witness’ on this subject 
testified that they were detained in the security wing 
of Mile 2 Prison, but were brought at night to NIA 
Headquarters, where they were subjected to unlawful 
panel interrogation by representatives of the police, 
military, and NIA. During these interrogations the 
witness’ described being beaten a slapped when they 
did not tell the panel what they wanted to hear. After 
being interrogated, many described horrific torture 
at the hands of “The Junglers” who were attempting 
to obtain false statements or confessions. At least 
two witnesses mentioned camera crews being 
brought in to record their false confessions. During 
the ensuing trials – which according to witness’ 
were marred with irregularities – some coup plotters 
received the death sentence while others were given 
10 years in prison. They were all released in 2015 
with a Presidential pardon from Yahya Jammeh.

Two witness’s also testified about the string of 
arrests, detentions and tortures of military and 
political  leaders in 2009 connected to the 2006 
coup plot. After being arbitrarily arrested and 
detained, then unlawfully interrogated by a panel 
at the NIA, both witnesses (who said they were 
unaware of any coup plot) were forced to alter their 
statements to implicate Lang Tambong Tamba. 
Furthermore, two witness connected to the 2006 
coup plot also testified that they were brought out 
of prison to meet the Director General of the NIA, 
and in one case the Minister of Justice, who tried 
to convince them to give false testimony implicating 
Lang Tambong Tamba in the 2006 plot.

Two further witnesses described being subjected in 
abuse relation to alleged attempted coups. In one 
case the witness was tortured with the intent of 
obtaining false statements against fellow military 
officers. In the other case, the session’s only woman 
witness testified about being arbitrary arrested and 
detained incommunicado on allegations her son 
participated in the December 2014 coup attempt. 

The testimonies of the eight witness unconnected to 
military coups in session 17th highlight the seemingly 
randomness of the NIA’s victims. Two witnesses 
testified that their arbitrary arrest, detention and 
torture stemmed from business deals they had 
made (of variable legality). Two other witnesses 
were subjected to continuous arbitrary arrest and 
detention in relation to local land politics. One was 
a whistleblower for corruption involving sand mining 
in the Brikama area, the other the president of a 
rice growing development project.  One witness also 
testified to being tortured when he was a 15 year 
old for subscribing to an online news site. 

The last witness to testify in the 17th session was 
Lamin Bo Baaji, who rose through the ranks of 
military intelligence and served as Director General 
of the NIA from August 2008 to August 2009. He 
testified that before becoming Director General of 
the NIA he was aware of abuses at the institution 
and that during his tenure he told his subordinates 
torture and detentions had to stop. Under repeated 
questioning he simultaneously insisted he was 
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unaware of any wrong doing under his watch, and 
that he took every step he could to investigate and 
punish perpetrators. However, the Lead Counsel 
tabulated at least 50 arbitrary detentions under his 
watch, and pointed out the case of Lamin Karbou1 
who claims he was tortured at the NIA and Lamin Bo 
Baaji was aware of the perpetrator’s identities.

Of the twenty-three witnesses who testified, only 
one was a woman. One witness testified as an 
unidentified witness, and while he openly revealed 
his name during his testimony and the Counsel did 
not stop him, we have chosen to refer to him as an 
unidentified witness. Witnesses testified in various 
local languages, however the translation suffered 
from interpretation issues, and in one case a faulty 
internet connection. 

In the course of the session, the human rights 
violations reported included: 

• Arbitrary arrest and detention
• Torture
• Obtaining false statements and confessions
• Unlawful interrogation
• Corruption of justice
• Enforced disappearance
• Corruption

110 persons were mentioned by witnesses in 
relation to human rights violations and crimes 
committed, namely2: 

Akomaye AGIM: Judge from Nigeria who worked in 
the Gambian judiciary and served as chief justice 
of the supreme court of The Gambia between 2009 
and 2011. Accused of corruption of justice in the 
trials of Wassa Camara and Abdoukarim Jah related 
to March 2006 coup plot. Currently a justice at the 
Nigerian Courts of Appeal. 

Lamin Bo BAAJI3: Second Lieutenant in Gambia 
Armed Forces, GAF in 2006 and served as Director 
General of the NIA between August 2008 and August 
2009. Accused of arbitrary arrest of Wassa Camara 
in March 2006.

(No first name given) BADJIE: Soldier in the GAF 
in 2006. Accused of the arbitrary arrest of Wassa 
Camara in March 2006.

Amadou BADJIE: Member of the death squad team 
“the Junglers”. Accused of torture of Wassa Camara 
in 2006. Arrested in February 2017 and released on 
10th August 2019 following recommendation from 
the Minister of Justice Abubacarr Tambadou after 
his testimony at the TRRC.

Buba BADJIE: Accused of the unlawful interrogation 
and torture of the unidentified witness at the NIA 
headquarters in 2007.

Ensa BADJIE (alias Jesus): Inspector General of 
Police, IGP, from June 2008 to March 2010. Accused 
of assault of Ebrima Marreh in 2009 and unlawful 
interrogation of Momodou Gaye in 2009. According 
to several media reports, he was reinstated back into 
the police force with the rank of police commissioner 
in February 2020. 

Nuha BADJIE: Former Lieutenant Colonel in the 
army and senior member of the death squad team 
“the Junglers”. Accused of torture of Pierre Mendy 
in 2006 and arbitrary arrest of Lamin Bo Baaji in 
November 2009. His name is on the list of wanted 
persons issued by Gambian authorities in 2018.

Sulayman/Saul BADJIE: Former Lieutenant General 
in the army and head of the death squad team 
“the Junglers.” Accused of unlawful interrogation of 
Momodou Gaye in 2009. His name is on the list of 
wanted persons issued by Gambian authorities in 
2018. Reported to be in Equatorial Guinea at the 
time of release of this publication.

Yankuba BADJIE: Former Director General of the 
National Intelligence Agency, NIA, from 2013 to 
2016. Accused of being present during unlawful 
interrogation, obtaining false statements and 
confessions, and torture of Lamin Bo Baaji in 2009; 
torture and detention incommunicado of Amadou 
Jogoh Sowe, Saidou Sowe and Abbas Jarjue in 2015; 
and unlawful interrogation and arbitrary detention of 
Haruna Gassama. Arrested in February 2017 and 

1See TRRC Digest Edition 12 pages 36 – 46.
2The allegations against individuals listed here are only those that were mentioned in this session. Individuals might have 
been accused of other crimes in previous sessions. Please check our previous Digests.
3Sometimes spelled Badjie in the media. Lamin Bo Baaji specified duris his testimony he spells his last name “Baaji.”
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facing trial as part of the NIA 9 case on numerous 
offences ranging from conspiracy to commit felony, 
assault causing serious bodily hard, murder (of UDP 
activist Solo Sandeng) and making false documents 
at time of release of this publication. 

(No first name given) BAH: Sergeant at Banjul Police 
Station in 2007. Accused of arbitrary detention of 
Lamin Jammeh in 2007.

Abubacarr BAH: Soldier in 1995. Accused of torture 
of Omar Bah and around 20 other people planning 
to protest outside the American embassy in 1995.

Batcho BAH: NIA officer in 1995. Accused of 
arbitrary arrest of Seedy Sanneh in 1995.

Saidy BAH: NIA officer in 2015. Accused of enforced 
disappearance of Fatou Sonko, Ensa Bojang, Metta 
Njie, Olimatou Corr and Mariama Njie in 2015.

(No first name given) BALDEH: NIA officer in 2015. 
Accused of torture of Amadou Jogoh Sowe and 
arbitrary arrest, unlawful interrogation, and arbitrary 
detention of Amadou Jogoh Sowe and his elderly 
Guinean relative in 2015. 

Foday BARRY: Senior officer at the NIA and at 
one point he was the director of intelligence and 
investigation at the National Drug Enforcement 
Agency, NDEA. Accused of torture of Omar Jatta in 
1995; torture, unlawful interrogation and obtaining 
false statements and confessions from Omar M 
Darboe in 2000 and Wassa Camara in 2006; unlawful 
interrogation and obtaining false statements and 
confessions from Omar Faal and Alieu Jobe in 2006; 
unlawful interrogation of Abdoukarim Jah and Pierre 
Mendy in 2006; and torture and arbitrary detention 
incommunicado of Omar Bah.

Baboucarr BOB: Corporal in the GAF in 2006. 
Accaused of arbitrary arrest of Pierre Mendy in 
March 2006.

(No first name mentioned) BOJANG: Regimental 
Sergeant Major, RSM, in 1995. Accused of torture 
of Omar Bah and around 20 other people planning 
to protest outside the American embassy in 1995.

Dembo BOJANG: NIA officer in 2016. Accused of 
unlawful interrogation of Modou Touray, Lamin 
Marong, and Alagie Fatty in 2016.

Gibril BOJANG: Warrant Officer Class 2 in GAF in 
2006. Accused of arbitrary arrest of Wassa Camara 
in 2006. 

Mam BOJANG: Police officer in Mansakonko in 
1995. Accused of arbitrary arrest and detention of 
Seedy Sanneh in 1995.

Paul BOJANG: Accused of arbitrary detention of 
Omar Darboe and Lalo Jaiteh in 2000.

Solo BOJANG: Soldier in the Gambia National 
Army, GNA, second in command of the death squad 
team “the Junglers”. He later became Kanilai Farm 
Manager. Said to be a relative of Yahya Jammeh. 
Accused of torture of Momodou Gaye in 2009 
and torture, unlawful interrogation, obtaining 
false statements and confessions, and denial of 
medical treatment to Lamin Bo Baaji in 2009. His 
name is on the list of wanted persons issued by 
Gambian authorities in 2018. Last reported to be in 
Casamance, Senegal. 

Busso (no last name mentioned):  Accused of 
arbitrary detention of Omar Faal in 2006.

Alagie CAMARA: Member of the GAF. Accused of 
unlawful interrogation of Momodou Gaye in 2009 and 
being present during torture, unlawful interrogation, 
obtaining false statements and confessions from 
Lamin Bo Baaji in 2009.

Bukary CAMARA: Soldier or NIA officer. Accused of 
torture and arbitrary detention of Bakary Tamba in 
2013.

Francisco CASIO4: Italian mercenary who was also 
involved in organised crime. Accused of participating 
in arbitrary detention of Omar M Darboe and Lalo 
Jaiteh in 2000.

(No first name mentioned) CEESAY: NIA officer 
in 2014. Accused of participating in unlawful 
interrogation of Banta Jaiteh in August 2014.

4Also spelled “Casso” and “Caso” in the media
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Alagie CEESAY: Member of the GAF. Accused of 
being present during torture, unlawful interrogation, 
obtaining false statements and confessions from 
Lamin Bo Baaji in 2009.

Demba CEESAY: NIA officer. Accused of arbitrary 
arrest and detention incommunicado of Omar Bah.

Suwaibou CEESAY: Staff Sergeant in the GAF in 
2006. Accused of arbitrary arrest of Yahya Darboe 
in March 2006.

Lamin CHAM: Police officer between 2006 and 
2009.. Accused of unlawful interrogation and 
obtaining false statements and confessions from 
Pierre Mendy in March 2006 and being present 
during torture, unlawful interrogation and obtaining 
false statements and confessions from Lamin Bo 
Baaji in 2009. 

Richard CHENGE: A Nigerian lawyer who served as 
director of Public Prosecutions from 2009 to 2011. 
Accused of attempting to obtain false statements 
and confessions from Yahya Darboe and Lamin Bo 
Baaji in 2009. 

Alieu COLLEY: Corporal in 2006. Accused of 
arbitrary detention of Pierre Mendy at Mile 2 Prison 
in 2006.

Bora COLLEY: Former Brigadier General in the army 
and member of the death squad team “the Junglers.” 
Present during torture, unlawful interrogation and 
obtaining false statements and confessions (from 
Lamin Bo Baaji in 2000, unlawful interrogation 
of Momodou Gaye in 2009, and obtaining false 
statements and confessions from Yahya Darboe in 
2010. His name is on the list of wanted persons 
issued by Gambian authorities in 2018.

David COLLEY: Former Director General of the 
Gambia Prison Service, GPS. Accused of arbitrary 
detention incommunicado of Omar M Darboe and 
Lalo Jaiteh in 2000, arbitrary dismissal of Bakary 
Tamba in 2013, and arbitrary detention of Modou 
Touray and around 20 other United Democratic 
Party, UDP, supporters in 2016. According to media 

reports5 he was dismissed from his position as 
Director General on 24th February 2017 and charged 
with conspiracy to commit murder and abuse of 
office in March 2018, but released on bail. 

Omar COLLEY (alias Jah Guide): Warrant Officer 
Class 2 and member of the State Guard appointed 
to Mile 2 Prison. Accused of being present for 
torture of Wassa Camara in 2006; abitrary detention 
of Omar Faal, Daba Marenah, Ebou Lowe, Alieu 
Ceesay, Yahya Darboe, Pierre Mendy, Alieu Jobe, 
Wassa Camara (incommunicado) and Alpha Bah 
in 2006; denial of medical treatment to Wassa 
Camara and Pierre Mendy; and corruption of justice 
in the cases of Abdoukarim Jah, Wassa Camara, and 
Yahya Darboe. According to witness testimony, Omar 
Colley is currently serving at defence headquarters 
camp in Yundum.

Yankuba COLLEY: mayor of the Kanifing Municipal 
Council in 2016. Accused of participating in 
arbitrary detention of Modou Touray and 26 other 
UDP supporters.

Michael Sang CORREA: Captain in the army and 
member of the death squad team “the Junglers”. 
Accused of torture of Pierre Mendy, Yahya Darboe, 
and Alieu Jobe in 2006 and Bakary Tamba in 2013. 
Arrested in the United States in 2017 and indicted 
by federal prosecutors in June 2020 for tortures 
committed in The Gambia in 2006. His trial is still in 
preliminary stages at the time of publication. 

Lamin DARBOE: NIA officer. Accused of torture of 
the unidentified witness in 2007 and of Amadou 
Jogoh Sowe in 2015, and arbitrary detention and 
unlawful interrogation of Amadou Jogoh Sowe and 
his elderly Guinean relative in 2015. 

Salamina DRAMMEH: NIA officer. Accused of torture 
Omar Jatta in 1995 and Omar Bah.

(No first name given) FATTY: NIA officer in 1995. 
Accused of arbitrary detention of Seedy Sanneh.

Lamin FATTY: Accused of torture of of Modou Touray 
in 2016.

5See The Torch, 19th March 2018, David Colley charged with ‘murder of Baba Jobe’. 

https://torchongambia.wordpress.com/2018/03/19/david-colley-charged-with-murder-of-baba-jobe/
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Sarjo FOFANA: Navy Captain and president of court 
martial in 2007. Accused of corruption of justice in 
Abdoukarim’s court martial in 2007. 

Samba GAJAGA: NIA officer in 2007. Accused 
of torture, arbitrary detention, and unlawful 
interrogation of the unidentified witness. 

(No first name given) GOMEZ: Accused of the 
arbitrary arrest of Edirisa Njie in March 2010.

Edward GOMEZ: Attorney General and Minister of 
Justice of The Gambia from March 2010 to 2012. 
Accused of attempting to obtain false statements 
from Yahya Darboe in 2010.

JPB GOMEZ: Member of the GAF in 2009. Accused of 
being present during torture, unlawful interrogation, 
and obtaining false statements and confessions 
from Lamin Bo Baaji in 2009.

Louis GOMEZ: Former officer and later deputy 
director of the NIA.  Accused of being present during 
torture, unlawful interrogation, and obtaining false 
statements and confessions from Lamin Bo Baaji 
in 2009 and participating in unlawful interrogation 
of Banta Jaiteh in August 2014. Deceased (2018) 
whilst standing trial with eight former NIA officials 
for the murder of UDP activist Solo Sandeng.

Momodou/Muhammed HYDARA: Acting Director 
of the NIA in March 2006. Accused of torture and 
unlawful interrogation of Pierre Mendy in March 
2006, being present for torture of Wassa Camara in 
2006, and unlawful interrogation and obtaining false 
statements or confessions from Wassa Camara, 
Alieu Jobe, and Omar Faal in 2006. Deported back 
to The Gambia by the US authorities in October 
2018 and not under custody at the time of release 
of this publication. 

Lalo JAITEH: Former lieutenant and aide de camp 
to Yahya Jammeh. Accused of arbitrary arrest of 
Landing Sanneh in 2002. Resides in Switzerland at 
the time of release of this publication. 

Baboucarr JALLOW: Deputy Operations Manager at 
NIA. Accused of torture of Fafa Kuyateh in 2006 and 
arbitrary detention and unlawful interrogation of the 
unidentified witness.

James (no last name mentioned):  NIA officer in 
2015. Accused of enforced disappearance of Fatou 
Sonko, Ensa Bojang, Metta Njie, Olimatou Corr and 
Mariama Njie in 2015.

(No first name given) JAMMEH (alias “Chief”): 
Senior Principal Officer, SPO in Mile 2 Prison in 2006. 
Accused of arbitrary detention of Yahya Darboe and 
Alieu Jobe in 2006.

Buba JAMMEH: Soldier in the GAF. Accused of 
arbitrary detention of Omar Darboe and Lalo Jaiteh 
in 2000.

Ebrima JAMMEH (alias “Chief Torturer”): 
Commissioner of Operations in Mile 2 Prison in 
2016. Accused of cruel, inhumane and degrading 
treatment. Suspended from the GPS in 2017 
pending on-going investigation. 

Famara RI JAMMEH (known as FRI Jammeh): Head 
of police in 1995. Accused of arbitrary detention of 
Seedy Sanneh in 1995. Deceased in 2019. 

Ismaila JAMMEH: Member of the death squad team 
“the Junglers.” Accused of torture of Omar Faal in 
2006 and arbitrary detention of Omar Darboe and 
Lalo Jaiteh in 2000. Detained at Yundum Barracks 
at time of release of this publication. 

Musa JAMMEH (alias “Maliamoogoo”): Former 
officer in the GNA and bodyguard of Yahya Jammeh. 
Accused of torture and obtaining false statements 
or confession of Omar Faal, Wassa Camara, and 
Yahya Darboe in 2006; arbitrary arrest of Landing 
Sanneh in 2002 and Alieu Jobe in 2006; unlawful 
interrogation of Alieu Jobe, Omar Faal, and Wassa 
Camara in 2006; corruption of justice in Wassa 
Camara’s trial in 2006. Deceased in 2007.

Pa Harry JAMMEH: Former solicitor general. 
Accused of attempting to obtain false statements 
or confessions from Momodou Gaye and Alieu Jobe. 
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Sukuta JAMMEH: NIA officer. Accused of torture, 
unlawful interrogation, and obtaining false 
statements and confessions of Omar M Darboe 
in 2000 and Lamin Bo Baaji in 2009, unlawful 
interrogation (of Momodou Gaye in 2009, and 
arbitrary detention incommunicado of Omar Bah.

Yahya JAMMEH: Chairman of the AFPRC, later 
APRC, and President of The Gambia until December 
2016. Accused of extrajudicial killing of Almamo 
Manneh in 2002; torture of Yahya Darboe and 
Wassa Camara in 2006; enforced disappearance 
of Fatou Sonko, Ensa Bojang, Metta Njie, Olimatou 
Corr and Mariama Njie in 2015; arbitrary arrest 
of Landing Sanneh in 2002; arbitrary detention of 
Wassa Camara in 2006; obtaining false statement 
or confession from Momodou Gaye; and arbitrary 
dismissal of Omar Darboe in 2003 and of Lamin 
Jammeh and Ahmed Gibril Jassey in 2006. In exile 
in Equatorial Guinea at the time of release of this 
publication. 

Yahya JAMMEH: Chairman of the AFPRC, later APRC, 
and President of The Gambia until December 2016. 
Accused of extrajudicial killing of Almamo Manneh in 
2002; torture of Yahya Darboe and Wassa Camara 
in 2006; enforced disappearance

Modou/Momodou Lamin JARJU (alias Rambo): 
Member of the death squad team “the Junglers.” 
in 2010. Accused of torture of Yahya Darboe, Alieu 
Jobe, and Pierre Mendy in 2006 and of Bakary 
Tamba in 2013. His name is on the list of wanted 
persons issued by Gambian authorities in 2018. 

Kang Saikou JASSEY: NIA officer. Accused of torture 
of Omar Bah. 

Baboucarr JATTA: Chief of Defense Staff of the 
Gambia National Army from 1999 to 2004. Accused 
of extrajudicial killing of Almamo Manneh in 2002, 
arbitrary detention of Omar M Darboe and Lalo Jaiteh 
in 2000, and arbitrary arrest of Landing Sanneh in 
2002.

Malick JATTA: Member of the death squad team 
“the Junglers”. Accused of torture of Omar Faal, 
Pierre Mendy, Yahya Darboe, and Wassa Camara 

and assault of Abdoukarim Jah in 2006. Arrested 
in February 2017 and released in August 2019 
from detention following recommendation from then 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General Abubacarr 
Tambadou 

(No first name mentioned) JIBBA: Warrant Officer 
class 2 in the GAF in 2006. Accused of arbitrary 
arrest (of Wassa Camara in 2006).

Edrisa JOBE (alias “Alagie Morr”): NIA officer. 
Accused of torture, arbitrary arrest and detention, 
unlawful interrogation and obtaining false 
statements or confessions from the unidentified 
witness in 2007; torture of Lamin Karbou in 2009; 
being present during torture, arbitrary arrest, 
unlawful interrogation, obtaining false statements 
and confessions from Lamin Bo Baaji in 2009; 
and arbitrary detention of Sam Kambie in 2007. 
Reported to be in Scotland at the time of release of 
this publication6. 

Lamin JOBE (alias “Alagie Morr”): NIA officer. 
Accused of arbitrary detention of the unidentified 
witness in 2007. 

Boto KEITA: Police officer. Accused of obtaining 
false statement or confession of Abdoukarim Jah 
and unlawful interrogation of Pierre Mendy in 2006. 
He is reported to have been demoted but still serving 
in the police at the time of publication. 

Musa KINTEH: NIA officer. Accused of torture, 
arbitrary arrest and detention, and unlawful 
interrogation of Mumin Baldeh in 2007, arbitrary 
arrest of Omar Bah and Buna Kebbeh in 1995, and 
corruption.

(No first name mentioned) KORTA: Chief 
superintendent of prisons. Accused of arbitrary 
detention incommunicado of Haruna Gassama.

Numo KUJABI: Former Director General of the NIA. 
Accused of being present during the torture of Lamin 
Bo Baaji, unlawful interrogation of Momodu Gaye 
and Lamin Bo Baaji in 2009, arbitrary detention of 
Momodou Gaye, and obtaining false statements or 
confessions from Alieu Jobe, Momodou Gaye, Lamin 
Bo Baaji, and Yahya Darboe. Deceased in 2014.

6See The Trumpet, 12th March 2020, Who is Alagie Morr?

https://trumpet.gm/2020/03/12/who-is-alagie-morr-a-bully-and-sadistic-notorious-torturer/
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Sainey KUNCHI: Accused of arbitrary arrest of Omar 
Bah.

Sanna MANJANG: Member of the death squad team 
“the Junglers”. Accused of torture of Omar Faal, 
Pierre Mendy, Yahya Darboe and Alieu Jobe in 2006. 
His name is on the list of wanted persons issued 
by Gambian authorities in 2018. Said to be living in 
Guinea Bissau at time of mention.

Abdoulie MANNEH: Former Permanent Secretary of 
Local Government and Lands in 2006. Accused of 
arbitrary dismissal of Lamin Jammeh and Ahmed 
Gibril Jassey in 2006.

Almamo MANNEH: Former lieutentant in the GAF. 
Accused of torture of Omar Bah and around 20 other 
people planning to protest outside the American 
embassy in 1995. Ismaila Jammeh confessed to 
his killing and Ousman Sonko, Musa Jammeh, Buba 
Jammeh, Omar Sonko, Seedy Baldeh, Abdoulie 
Kujabi have been mentioned as participating. 

Bamba MANNEH: NIA officer. Accused of arbitrary 
detention incommunicado of Omar Bah.

Sainey MANNEH: NIA officer in 1995. Accused 
of being present during torture and unlawful 
interrogation of Omar Jatta in 1995.

Daba MARENAH: Former Director General of the NIA. 
Accused of torture of Seedy Sanneh and Omar Jatta 
in 1995 and arbitrary detention incommunicado of 
Amhed Gibril Jassey and Lamin Jammeh in 2006. 
Malick Jatta confessed to having been present at 
his killing by Junglers in 2006.

Alagie MARTIN: Lieutenant in the State Guard. 
Accused of torture of Oma Faal in 2006, unlawful 
interrogation of Alieu Jobe and Abdoukarim Jah in 
2006, and obtaining false statements or confessions 
from Alieu Jobe in 2006. He was still serving as a 
General in the army in 2019 but suspended following 
his testimony before the TRRC in June 2019. 

Abdul Aziz (previously Gaston) MENDY: Sergeant 
in the GAF in 2006. Accused of arbitrary arrest of 
Wassa Camara in 2006.

Joe MENDY: Prison officer in Mile 2 prison. Accused 
of arbitrary detention the unidentified witness.

Louis MENDY: Senior NIA officer in 2015. Accused 
of torture and detention incommunicado of Amadou 
Jogoh Sowe, Saidou Sowe and Abbas Jarjue in 2015.

Njaga MENDY: NIA officer in 1995. Accused of being 
present during torture and unlawful interrogation of 
Omar Jatta in 1995. 

Pierre MENDY: Commander of the Military Police 
at Yundum Barracks in 2002. Confessed to 
participating in the burial of Almamo Manneh and 
arbitrary arrest of Landing Sanneh in 2002.  

Umpa MENDY: Former General in the GAF. Accused of 
aarbitrary arrest of Pierre Mendy in March 2006. He 
was charged with desertion in 2018 after returning 
from Equatorial Guinea. He had accompanied Yahya 
Jammeh when he was forced into exile in 2017. 
Umpa Mendy was acquitted of desertion charges in 
2019.

Serigne Modou NJIE: Accused of arbitrary arrest of 
Landing Sanneh in 2002.

Alagie NYASSI: NIA officer. Accused of arbitrary 
arrest of Haruna Gassama. 

Alagie NYASSI: NIA officer. Accused of arbitrary 
arrest of Haruna Gassama. 

Sheikh Omar7: NIA officer in 2015. Accused of 
enforced disappearance of Fatou Sonko, Ensa 
Bojang, Metta Njie, Olimatou Corr and Mariama Njie 
in 2015.

Baba SAHO: NIA officer in 2006. Torture of Omar Faal 
and Wassa Camara in 2006, unlawful interrogation 
of Pierre Mendy, Alieu Jobe, and Wassa Camara in 
2006, and obtaining false statements from Wassa 
Camara in 2006. Reportedly working at the Gambian 
Embassy in Guinea Bissau at time of mention. 

Mustapha SANNEH: Captain and member of the 
death squad team “the Junglers”. Accused of torture 
of Pierre Mendy in 2006. His name is on the list of 
wanted persons issued by Gambian authorities in 
2018. 

7Likely Sheikh Omar Jeng, who has been named working at the NIA at the same time. 
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Lamin SANYANG: Police office in the Criminal 
Investigations Department. Accused of being 
present during torture and unlawful interrogation of 
Mumin Baldeh in 2007 and Lamin Bo Baaji in 2009.

Modou SANYANG: Head of Gambia Radio Television 
Services in 2006. Accused of attempting to obtain 
false statement or confession from Omar Faal in 
2006.

Basiru SEY: NIA officer in 2015. Accused torture 
of of Amadou Jogoh Sowe in 2015 and arbitrary 
detention and unlawful interrogation of Amadou 
Jogoh Sowe and his elderly Guinean relative in 
2015.

Ousman SIDIBEH: NIA officer in 1995. Accused of 
torture and arbitary arrest of Omar Jatta in 1995.

Ousman SONKO: Former IGP and Minister of the 
Interior (2000 to 2016). Accused of torture of 
Omar Faal and Wassa Camara in 2006, unlawful 
interrogation of Omar Faal, Alieu Jobe, Pierre Mendy, 
Abdoukarim Jah and Wassa Camara in 2006, and 
obtaining false statements or confessions from 
Omar Faal and Wassa Camara in 2006. Detained 
in Switzerland and under investigation by Swiss 
authorities for crimes against humanity, including 
rape, at the time of release of this publication. 

Yankuba SONKO: Former IGP from 2010-2014 
and again from 2015-2017. Accused of arbitrary 
detention of Modou Touray and 26 other UDP 
supporters in 2016. Minister of Interior at the time 
of release of this publication.

 (No first name mentioned) SOWE: Police officer 
in 2006. Accused of obtaining false statements or 
confessions from Wassa Camara in 2006. 

(No first name mentioned) SOWE: Police officer in 
Serrekunda in 2016. Accused of arbitrary arrest of 
Modou Touray and around 20 other UDP supporters 
in 2016

Demba SOWE: Crime Management Coordinator in 
2006. Accused of being present for torture of Wassa 

Camara in 2006, unlawful Interrogation of Wassa 
Camara and Pierre Mendy in 2006, and obtaining 
false statement or confession from Wassa Camara 
and Abdoukarim Jah in 2006

Lamin SOWE: Commissioner of operations in 
GPS. Accused of arbitrary detention and arbitrary 
dismissal of Bakary Tamba in 2013.

Lang Tombong TAMBA: Deputy Chief of Defense 
Staff, CDS, in 2006. Prison officer in 2013. Accused 
of arbitrary detention and arbitrary dismissal of 
Bakary Tamba in 2013. Accused of being present 
during the torture of Wassa Camara, arbitrary arrest 
of Yahya Darboe and Abdoukarim Jah, unlawful 
interrogation of Omar Faal, Alieu Jobe, Abdoukarim 
Jah, Pierre Mendy and Wassa Camara, ontaining 
false statement or confession from Omar Faal, 
Wassa Camara and Yahya Darboe, and arbitrary 
detention of Omar Faal in 2006.

Tumbul TAMBA:  Head of the death squad team 
the “Junglers” in 2006. Accused of torture of Alieu 
Jobe, Pierre Mendy and Wassa Camara, unlawful 
interrogation and obtaining false statements or 
confessions from Omar Faal and Wassa Camara, 
and corruption of justice. Deceased in 2007. 

Teyana (no last name mentioned):  Chief inspector 
at Mile 2 Prison. Accused of arbitrary detention of 
Pierre Mendy in 2006. 

Anna TORRO:  Head of Jeshwang Prison in 2013. 
Accused of arbitrary arrest of Bakary Tamba in 2013. 

(No first name mentioned) TOURAY: NIA 
officer. Accused of arbitrary arrest and 
detention incommunicado of Haruna Gassama.

(No first name mentioned) TUNKARA: NIA officer 
in 2014. Accused of participating in unlawful 
interrogation of Banta Jaiteh in August 2014.

Yabo (no last name mentioned):  NIA officer in 
2015. Accused of enforced disappearance of Fatou 
Sonko, Ensa Bojang, Metta Njie, Olimatou Corr and 
Mariama Njie in 2015.

NIA HEADQUARTERS IN BANJUL   MILE 2 PRISON
JESHWANG PRISON   BANJUL POLICE HEADQUARTERS   JANJANBUREH PRISON

FARAFENNI POLICE STATION   YUNDUM BARRACKS
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WITNESS NAME: Fatou SONKO

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 9th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Arrest and detention of the 
witness following the 30th December 2014 attack as well 
as the impact on her and her family

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S):  Not mentioned

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Unlawfully arrested and 
detained 

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Gardener and 
farmer

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Fatou Sonko told the Commission that she was born in 
Mbankam, in the North Bank Region in 1963 and was 
married to Ensa Bojang, with whom she had ten children. 

When Counsel Singhateh asked the witness if she 
could tell the Commission what led to her arrest, she 
responded that she did not know the reason. She went on 
to explain that she was in their compound with one of her 
grandchildren when a vehicle arrived and two individuals 
alighted. The men greeted her and told her that they were 
looking for Ensa Bojang, her husband, and Fatou Sonko. 
The witness informed them that her husband had just left 
for the mosque. 

Further testifying, Fatou Sonko recalled that when her 
husband returned from the mosque, the men said to 
him “Ba Ensa we are here after you. You and Mba Fatou. 
We are here following the issue of your son called Dawda 

Bojang”. Ensa Bojang responded that he was not 
aware of anything but the men insisted and asked 
that they follow them. 

Fatou Sonko stated that she asked the men where 
they were from and they told her Hamdalai. She then 
called her son and informed him that she was being 
asked to follow these men. 

She left the child that was 
strapped onto her back with her 
son. As she left with the men, the 

children started crying.
Following additional questions, the witness said that 
the men were not wearing uniforms but were wearing 
yellow T-shirts. She added that, at the time, she did 
not know which security unit they were from but they 
later disclosed that they had been sent by the then-
President, Yahya Jammeh.

On their way, they stopped to pick up Olimatou Corr, 
but when they could not find her, they took her co-
wife in her stead. They later received word Olimatou 
Corr had arrived, at which point they released the 
co-wife and picked up their intended target. They 
arrived at Barra Police Station at around 7 pm where 
their mobile phones were taken. Ensa Bojang asked 
if they could pray, and the men obliged. The witness 
explained that once at Barra Police Station, they were 
not charged with any offence, nor was their statement 
taken.

Fatou Sonko told the Commission that after they 
performed their prayers, they were made to board a 
vehicle, then taken to the ferry terminal. When she 
realised that they were going to the ferry terminal, 
she confronted one of the men and asked that they 
give them their mobile phones back so they could 
call their families and inform them of their situation. 
However, one of the officers instead instructed one 
of the lady officers not to give them their mobile 
phones, and then told the witness they did not have 
their mobiles.
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When asked if she could recall the names of any of the 
officers that arrested them or took them to Barra, the 
witness responded in the negative. Asked if she could 
remember when this incident happened, the witness 
responded that she could only recall that the incident 
took place on a Thursday. After they crossed with the 
ferry, she continued, they were taken to the station at the 
terminal. They sat there for a while and then a vehicle 
arrived and they were taken away.

Asked how many of them were arrested at this point, the 
witness responded that in addition to herself and her 
husband, they had arrested Olimatou Corr, and the co-
wife’s son called Biram Sarr.  

Fatou Sonko then stated that once they got to Banjul 
Police Station, they boarded another vehicle and were 
taken to the National Intelligence Agency, NIA. When 
they arrived, they asked her to confirm Dawda Bojang 
was her son, which she did. They asked her if she had 
information about her son and his whereabouts and the 
witness said no. She was instructed to sit “over there”. 
They then interrogated her husband regarding their son’s 
whereabouts, after which they took him to “where they 
kept the men” and said they would further interrogate 
them the next morning. 

She highlighted that after this, 
they never spoke to the NIA officers 

again until they were released 
7 months later.

With regards to her son, Dawda Bojang, the witness 
testified that he was a soldier and was living in Germany 
at the time of her arrest. She, however, could not tell the 
Commission why they were asking about her son. 

Going back to their arrest and detention, the witness 
recalled that when they arrived at the NIA, there were 
many people including three women who were later 
released, and she was left there with Olimatou Corr, 
Mariama Njie and Metta Njie. 

She admitted that she did not know the identity of their 
interrogator, but confirmed that they would write on a 

piece of paper whenever they provided an answer. 
When asked if they took her personal information 
down, the witness did not give a clear answer.

Fatou Sonko further testified that they were detained 
in a big building by the fence close to the ocean. 
They were provided with small mattresses but no 
mosquito nets and as a result were harassed by 
mosquitos. Additionally, their sleeping conditions 
were uncomfortable.  Since then, she has suffered 
from stomachaches. When probed, she described 
the food as abysmal. They were fed with half a loaf 
of bread for breakfast, lunch, and dinner and she 
specified that they did not put anything inside the 
bread. 

The witness added that she could 
not eat because of how sad she 

was thinking of her family.
Continuing her testimony, Fatou Sonko explained 
that she knew Olimatou Corr had been arrested in 
relation to her son, Musa Sarr, but she could not tell 
what Musa Sarr did for a living at that time. As for 
Mariama Njie and Metta Njie, she knew their sons 
were in the army. The women were all in the same 
room. 

When the witness was once again asked if she knew 
the reason for her detention, she responded, “I do 
not know what was the reason why I was detained 
because I do not even know what I have done”. She 
however revealed that the officers told her that Yahya 
Jammeh had ordered her detention. She recalled 
that each time NIA officers inspected the place, they 
would comment and mention that their leader at the 
big house, referring to Yahya Jammeh, had not yet 
given the instructions for their release.

When Counsel Singhateh asked if she could recall 
the names of any of the officers who were at the NIA 
at the time of her detention, the witness identified 
Saidy Bah, Sheikh Omar8 and Yabo. She explained 
that she learned the names of these operatives as 
they were called whenever they were on duty. 

8Sheikh Omar Jeng was former director of operations and deputy director general of the NIA. At the time of 
publication he is facing trial as part of the case known as the “NIA 9 case” on numerous offences ranging from 
conspiracy to commit felony, assault causing serious bodily harm, murder and making false documents at the 
time of release of this publication. 
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During her detention, she stated, she was only 
allowed to go outside and sit in the sun three 
times. She added that although she and her co-
detainees were never tortured, they still suffered 
from isolation. She also recounted that they all 
got sick during their detention. Olimatou Corr had 
a persistent stomachache; Metta Njie, Mariam Njie 
and the witness had high blood pressure. Later in 
her testimony, she told the Commission that on 
three occasions they brought a male doctor, Lamin 
Sanneh, and a female doctor, Fatou Darboe, because 
they were unwell. She added that they prescribed 
medication without inspecting them and thus she 
did not take it, as she did not trust the prescription.

During the hearing, the Counsel informed the 
Chair that she had an Amnesty report dated 20th 
January 2015 and wanted to read parts of it to give 
context regarding the witness’ arrest. The report 
read: “Gambia law enforcement agencies including 
the NIA and presidential guards have arrested at 
least 30 people, including a 16 year old boy. Since 
the beginning of January, they are being detained 
without charge. Security forces have threatened 
to arrest anyone demanding the release or the 
whereabouts of those arbitrary detained” […] The 
arrest and prolonged detention of family members 
of alleged coup plotters who have had no opportunity 
to challenge their detention, violates the basic legal 
protection provided for by the Constitution as well as 
the regional international human rights law.”

The Counsel then mentioned that according to the 
report, the witness was arrested with respect to the 
alleged foiled coup of 30th December 20149.  The 
Counsel went on to say that from the report, some 
members of the families of the soldiers accused of 
participating in the coup were arrested and detained 
at the NIA. 

The Counsel then turned to the witness and asked if 
during her detention, her family was aware of where 
she was or if she received any visits. The witness 
responded in the negative. 

Discussing what led to her release, the witness said 
that one “James” came and said the senior officers 
wanted to discuss with her. 

They were taken upstairs and told 
“the elder said the reason for your 

arrest, you should not narrate 
it to anyone”. 

They were told that they were being released and 
could make calls for someone to pick them. Asked 
who she thought they were referring to when they 
said the “elder”, the witness responded without 
hesitation that it was Yahya Jammeh. The witness 
remarked that at that point, she still had no idea 
why she had been arrested and detained. She 
also could not tell why they had warned her against 
discussing her arrest and detention at the NIA.

The Counsel then told the Chair she had brought 
with her an article by journalist Mustapha Jallow 
dated 27th July 2015 and it was titled: “Detained 
Couple Finally Reunite with Family after 6 Months10 
Incommunicado”. The article read: “Husband and 
wife from Mbankam village in Lower Nuimi District, 
who were detained incommunicado since the 1st of 
January 2015 and have reunited with their family. 
They are among the many detained relatives of 
people alleged to be involved in the 30 insurgency 
who were released by the President. The couple are 
the biological parents of Dawda Bojang, a former 
soldier of The Gambia National Army, who was initially 
reported dead as one of the 30th December, 2014 
insurgence but later said to have fled to Germany. 
Until their release, the two were said to be held 
without charge or trial at the NIA, where they were 
denied access to family members.”11

When asked if she was ever taken to court during her 
detention, the witness responded in the negative. 

The Counsel then highlighted for the 
record that she had spent 7 months 
at the NIA without knowing the 
reason for her arrest and detention.
Asked how her detention affected her, her husband 
and the rest of the family, Fatou Sonko stated that 
it “brought suffering to them”. Some of her children 

9On 30th December 2014 a small group of Gambians led by Gambian-Americans attacked the State House in an 
attempted takeover. See The Atlantic March 2016 “Let’s Go Take Back Our Country”
10The Counsel later clarified on record that they had been detained for 7 months.
11See Foroyaa 27th July 2015, “Detained Couple Finally Reunite with Family after 6 Months Incommunicado”

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2016/03/lets-take-back-our-country/426852/
https://foroyaa.net/detained-couple-finally-reunites-with-family-after-6-months-incommunicado/
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had to stop their schooling. She emphasised that to be 
separated for 7 months was devastating. “That sadness 
is immeasurable”, she said.

The Counsel thanked the witness and ended her 
questioning. The Chair asked the witness if her son, 
Dawda Bojang, had returned to The Gambia and the 
witness said he had not; he was still in Germany. 
Commissioner Samba then asked the witness if during 
her detention she was allowed a change of clothes and 
the witness responded in the negative. They wore the 
same clothes throughout their detention. In response 
to Commissioner Bishop Odico’s question, the witness 
stated that her husband was unwell as a result of his 
ordeal.

The floor was passed to the witness and in her short 
concluding remarks she praised the TRRC for their work 
and asked for God’s blessing unto them.

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Enforced disappearance (of Fatou Sonko, Ensa Bojang, 
Metta Njie, Olimatou Corr and Mariama Njie)

Yahya Jammeh, Saidy Bah, Sheikh Omar, Yabo (full name 
not given), James (full name not given)
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WITNESS NAME: Edirisa NJIE

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 9th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Unlawful arrest of the witness, 
his arbitrary detention at the NIA and subsequent 
detention at Mile 2 Prison, his release, impact on him 
and his family.

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Mason

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Alleged rebel

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Mason

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

After giving his personal details, Edirisa Njie informed the 
Commission that he is a professional mason and has 
lived in Farafenni since 1983. On the morning of 27th 
March 2010, he narrated, while sitting on the bricks they 
had moulded the day before waiting his colleagues to 
arrive, he was ambushed by soldiers and handcuffed. He 
was pushed into a nearby house where he was presented 
with a woman collapsed on the floor covered in blood. The 
soldiers accused him of being the one to have harmed 
her, which he vehemently denied. Never the less, he was 
arrested and dragged away by the officers. The witness 
recalled trying to ask the officers where they were taking 
him, but they would not tell him, and instead hit him with 
the butts of their guns.

According to the witness, the officers took him to a 
complex near Doctor Ceesay’s hospital12. They made him 
kneel and one of the soldiers held a gun to his face and 
threatened “If you don’t talk I am going to kill you”. 

The witness recalled “I could not speak 
because at that point I was terrified. I 
even chanted my last prayers with the 

belief that I could be killed 
at any moment”. 

The solider was stopped by one of his colleagues, and 15 
minutes later the witness was picked up and flung into 
the back of a vehicle and taken to Farafenni Barracks.

When his employer, colleagues, and brother followed 
him to the barracks to vouch for his character, Edirisa 
Njie testified, the soldiers responded by briefly 
detaining his brother as well. He was then moved to 
a different room and interrogated, which he later said 
was beyond their lawful authority. After the soldiers 
finished asking him to confirm details about his 
background one of them told him, “our statement has 
already preceded us because we already announced 
in Banjul that we captured the rebels already. So, the 
[National Intelligence Agency] NIAs said that at all 
cost, we must take you there. But since you said you 
have not done it, just go there and answer to them. And 
it is possible that you may be released.” The witness 
stressed to the Commission that in that moment, he 
felt he had no choice.

Following a brief stop at home to pick up his 
identification card, the witness was taken to NIA 
Headquarters in Banjul at around 7pm. They took 
him to a cell and told him to wait there until morning. 
Around 12am he was called into a dark room where 
he could faintly see the outline of someone sitting at 
a table. The person ordered him to undress, then, the 
witness said, “the one standing close to me kicked me 
with his military boots, and when I fell at the spot he 
stood on me with those boots on. One other held both 
of my hands. The third one had wires rolled around his 
hand, he stood and he beat me. They beat me there, 
they beat me there. They beat me there, I screamed 
and they beat me”. 

Once the beating stopped, Edirisa Njie continued, they 
put him in front of the table and began aggressively 

12Likely the Kololi Clinic run by Dr Sheriff A. Ceesay.
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interrogating him. They asked if he attacked the woman 
in Farafenni. When he maintained his innocence. they 
started beating him again. 

According to the witness, they beat 
him and burnt him with cigarettes 

until he felt his body was numb with 
pain. He begged them to stop but they 
brushed him off and told him “Edirisa, 

speak the truth.”
After a while, the witness reached his limit and proclaimed 
“if you want to kill me, go ahead and do it. Something that 
I do not know, I cannot accept it.” It was then that the 
beatings were ordered to be stopped, and the witness 
was taken back to his cell. 

Upon questioning from the Counsel, Edirisa Njie explained 
there were four people in the room excluding him. Three 
of those participated in beating him, and the fourth was 
the one seated at the table giving orders while drinking 
alcohol. The witness added that the room was too dark 
for him to see their faces clearly. He went on to explain 
that he had serious lacerations on his back as a result 
of the beatings, and the scars have not gone away. He 
recalled that he cried that whole night out of pain and 
anger. There was nothing in his cell, not even a mattress 
or a toilet, so he sat down and leaned back while he 
suffered from the pain of his injuries. 

He further testified that he did not 
receive any medical attention, was 
not provided with food or water, not 

allowed to contact his family, and not 
given any form of legal counsel. 

The witness told the Commission that he stayed alone in 
his cell until daybreak, when he was collected and taken 
to another office to face the same line of questioning. 
After answering honestly he was taken to Mile 2 Prison 
where the employees registered him and collected his 
mobile phone and wallet. They then proceeded to take 

him to his cell. He received medical attention at 
the insistence of Alieu Bah, who was a solider who 
he knew from Farafenni who was in Mile 2 Prison 
because he was accused of taking part in a coup.

Edirisa Njie explained that the conditions at Mile 
2 Prison were not the best. He said he suffered 
food poisoning and the sleeping conditions were 
uncomfortable. After 5 months of waiting for his day 
in court, a woman from Farafenni came to visit him. 

He stated that he was elated that 
day, because he knew his family 
would finally be informed of his 

whereabouts. Up until then, they 
did not know whether he was alive 

or dead.  
During the month of Ramadan, the witness narrated, 
he called to the NIA again. He was subsequently 
taken into a room and presented with a woman he 
did not recognize. When one of the men asked the 
women if she recognised the witness, she responded 
“No, the people that attacked me and this man are 
not the same.” Instead, she said, the men who 
attacked her were much larger. One of them was fair 
in complexion and was particularly hefty. They were 
all dressed in black, had black balaclavas over their 
faces, and wore military boots.

The Counsel cut in and asked Edirisa Njie if that 
meant they were just now asking these questions 
after he had been arrested, detained, tortured, and 
imprisoned at Mile 2 Prison for 5 months. The witness 
confirmed this. The Counsel followed up by asking if 
that meant that the NIA officers never bothered to 
investigate further after his original arrest and the 
witness had been punished for nothing, The witness 
agreed. He told the Commission that he could tell the 
woman felt very sorry for him that day because he 
was facing punishment for injuries he did not cause 
her. Although his name had essentially been cleared, 
Edirisa Njie was still ordered back to Mile 2 Prison 
and it was not until after Ramadan that he was finally 
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released from prison. The witness highlighted to the 
Commission that after his release he felt conflicted. He 
was obviously elated he could go home and reunite with 
his family, but he felt sad for all the friends he had made 
in prison because he knew the conditions they would 
continue to have to endure.

Directly after his release, he was 
taken to Banjul to meet with a Mr. 

Gomez. According to the witness, Mr. 
Gomez offered him an apology for his 
wrongful arrest, gave him 100 dalasi 

for his fare, and appealed to the 
witness not to make the conditions 

of Mile 2 Prison public. 
Mr. Gomez then gave his number to the witness and told 
him to contact him if he experienced any hardship later. 
The witness confessed that he never told anyone what he 
experienced, aside from close friends and family. He was 
once almost persuaded to take it to court, but he was 
advised by his father to leave the problem alone, lest it 
bring them another set of complications.

The Counsel then asked the witness if he could tell the 
Commission the impact that his experience had on him. 
The witness said “I had no choice, so I just left things the 
way they are. The pain was too much”. He continued “There 
was no justice, what happened to me was injustice”. 

That marked the end of the witness’ testimony and 
after The Counsel and the Chairman thanked him for his 
testimony, the witness was allowed to give his closing 
remarks. 

Edirisa Njie urged the government to take caution and 
have sympathy because there are people who are 
currently imprisoned for crimes they did not commit, and 
many of them do not have the means to secure a lawyer. 
He advocated for prison reform, in the form of aiding 
prisoners by giving them proper work opportunities, He 
also urged them to create proper prayer spaces. Edirisa 

Njie ended his testimony by stressing that prisoners 
are still human beings regardless of their crimes and 
should be treated as such.

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary arrest (of Edirisa Njie in 2010)

(First name not given) Gomez



21|

WITNESS NAME: Unidentified Witness13

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 10th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The arbitrary arrest of the 
witness by NIA officials in 2007, his arbitrary detention 
at Kotu Police Station and his subsequent detention at 
the NIA Headquarters, his interrogation and torture, his 
detention at Mile 2 Prisons, extortion by NIA, his court 
trials, his release and the impact of the event on him and 
his family.

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Palm oil salesman

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Unlawfully arrested, 
tortured and detained, charged with terrorism.

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Trader

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

The witness began his testimony by explained that while 
he was born in Senegal, he spent the vast majority of 
his life living in The Gambia. He made a living travelling 
to Guinea Conakry to buy palm oil and bringing it back 
to The Gambia to sell.   On Saturday 26th May 2007, a 
stranger came to his house and identified himself as 
a National Intelligence Agency, NIA official. After the 
witness confirmed his identity, the stranger told him 
he was wanted by the NIA. The witness refused to go 
with him at first, pointing out that he was not wearing 
a uniform, at which point the NIA agent responded by 
showing his ID. The witness asked Musa Kinteh – he saw 
his name on his ID - if the issue could wait until morning, 
but Musa Kinteh would not allow it. Upon hearing this, 
his wife, who was heavily pregnant at the time, began to 

cry. He left with Musa Kinteh and was escorted to a 
black vehicle where three masked NIA agents were 
waiting for him.

The vehicle drove all the way to Serrekunda before 
Musa Kinteh received a call to confirm he had 
picked up the witness. The witness later came to 
know the man on the phone was Edrisa Jobe, often 
called Alhajie Morr.  After dropping off the masked 
men at police headquarters in Banjul and the NIA 
headquarters, they drove to Kotu Police Station. 
Where the witness met Edrisa Jobe for the first time. 
After confirming the witness’ identity, Edrisa Jobe 
asked if he knew why he had been arrested. When 
the witness responded in the negative, Edrisa Jobe 
told the policemen at the station to keep the witness 
at the station until Monday. Edrisa Jobe did not tell 
him why he had been arrested. He was stripped of 
his belongings, including 1700 dalasi, and put in a 
cell.

After Edrisa Jobe and Musa Kinteh left, the witness 
continued, he offered the Kotu policemen 300 dalasi 
to buy dinner and another 200 dalasi to allow him to 
sleep outside of the cell. The cell the witness was 
detained in was completely bare aside from one 
other sleeping prisoner, and as a person who had 
never been to jail, the witness was not comfortable 
sharing the tight space. He also gave one of the 
policemen 100 dalasi to buy credit and borrow their 
cell phone to call his wife. He was very anxious to 
get into contact with her, because she was heavily 
pregnant, and knew she could deliver at any moment. 
When he spoke to her, he tried to calm her down 
and tell her not to be afraid, but she could not stop 
crying. That was the only time he was allowed to call 
and speak to her. The next morning when the Station 
Officer of Kotu police station asked the witness why 
he was there, the witness still could not give him 
an answer. The witness stayed at Kotu police station 
for two days. During that time his wife informed one 
of his friends of his detention, and his friend came 
to Kotu Station twice, but was denied access to the 
witness both times.

13The witness did give his name at the beginning of the testimony, but otherwise his face was hidden. We have chosen 
to identify him as unidentified witness here. 
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On the Monday after his arrest, Edrisa Jobe returned to 
the station, and after a brief phone call, took the witness 
to NIA headquarters. When they arrived, Musa Kinteh 
took the witness upstairs to a room with a big table that 
seated a panel of seven people. The witness specifically 
named Edrisa Jobe, CID officer Lamin Sanyang, Buba 
Badjie, Baboucarr Jallow, Lamin Darboe, and Samba 
Gajaga. The witness was told to sit on the other end 
of the table and face them, after which Samba Gajara 
began questioning the witness if he knew a man named 
Assan Ban. When the witness denied knowing Assan 
Ban, Edrisa Jobe slapped him on his face with his bare 
hands so hard the witness fell down. 

When the witness stood up, Edrisa Jobe hit him twice 
before being joined by Samba Gajaga. The witness said 
he was unable to count how many times Edrisa Jobe hit 
him, but he knew that Samba Gajaga only hit him twice. 

The beating was so painful it made the 
witness dizzy. 
The witness was stripped to his underwear, he was made 
to kneel on gravel Edrisa Jobe had ordered Lamin Darboe 
to bring to the interrogating room. They put his hands 
behind his head and Lamin Darboe struck him twice 
on his back with a wire. It was so painful the witness 
was unable to speak but Musa Kinteh slapped him and 
asked him “why aren’t you talking?”. Everyone in the 
room except Baboucarr Jallow, who had left the room 
momentarily, were beating the witness at that point. 
When Baboucarr Jallow returned, he ordered the witness 
to stand up. Instead of helping the witness remove the 
stones lodged into his knees, Edrisa Jobe just kicked at 
them until the stones fell. 

The questioning of the witness resumed with Lamin 
Sanyang asking the witness if he had done any business 
with a Jola man. The witness explained that he had once 
accepted a 2000 dalasi advance on a 6000 dalasi barrel 
of palm oil from a man named Lamin Jammeh on behalf 
of his wife, who was a palm oil seller. He gave the panel 
Lamin Jammeh’s telephone number and complained if 
they had asked about this earlier, he would have obliged 
them. 

After receiving the number from the witness, they 
took him downstairs while they investigated what 
he had told them. The following evening Musa 
Kinteh came back and confirmed he was telling 
the truth. They were able to locate Lamin Jammeh, 
who unbeknownst to the witness at the time of his 
interrogation was nicknamed Assan Ban. Apparently 
Lamin Jammeh confirmed he knew the witness, but 
added that the witness knew little else beyond the 
palm oil business. Musa Kinteh told the witness 
he would be released later and left him alone. Two 
soldiers named Victor Demba and Ensa Badjie 
stayed in the cell with him with no further news. A 
few days later Baboucarr Jallow informed the witness 
his wife had delivered a baby girl. He was not allowed 
to see his wife or his baby and remained in his cell 
undisturbed until 19th June.

The witness told the Commision that on 19th June, NIA 
officers Edrisa Jobe, Musa Kinteh, Lamin Jobe, and 
Samba Gajaga escorted the witness and 12 other 
detainees to Mile 2 Prison alongside paramilitary 
officers. They told the Director General of the prison 
they were leaving the detainees under his custody 
until they need them again. After being searched 
for contraband by a sergeant officer named Joe 
Mendy they were split up. The witness and one of 
the detainees were taken to security wing four and 
locked up. 

At this point, the witness still not 
been taken to court, or even informed 
of his crime.
The next day, the witness remembered, was the 
naming ceremony for his baby and he was distraught. 
He received counselling from prisoners Baba Jobe, 
Essa Baldeh, and Hamadi Sowe. Apparently, Baba 
Jobe called an officer over and told him the witness 
was a civilian, and he should be allowed to sit 
outside. The officer complied and the three prisoners 
sat with the witness and consoled him until he felt a 
bit better. 
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That was not the end of the witness’s struggles at Mile 2 
Prison. He felt dizzy all the time and discovered that he 
had developed high blood pressure, which still affects him 
today. At one point, he had a headache so severe Baba 
Jobe had to call the medic and Musa Kinteh and Edrisa 
Jobe had to pick him up for treatment. While the witness 
was sick in the hospital, Musa Kinteh went to his wife 
and promised her the witness would be released if she 
gave him 30 000 dalasi. Musa Kinteh also manipulated 
the witness’ brother into giving him another 40 000 
Dalasi. When the witness learned of what happened he 
sent somebody to inform his wife not to give money to 
anyone else who promised such things.

After over two years at Mile 2 Prison, Edrisa Jobe led 
a group of paramilitary officers and NIA operatives who 
brought the detainees to the NIA.  He revealed that one 
of the original detainees, who was a Senegalese national, 
had gotten sick and died while at Mile 2 Prison and the 
circumstances of his death were causing some problems 
with Senegal. At the NIA they spoke to each detainee one 
by one. 

Once it was the witness’s turn, they gave 
him a paper to sign, but the witness was 
not literate and could not read what it 
said. He felt he had no other choice 
but to sign it. Afterwards the detainees 
were returned to Mile 2 Prison.
A week after being forced to sign the statement, the 
witness and around 16 other detainees were collected 
and taken to Brikama Magistrate Court where they 
were charged with terrorism. When Magistrate Pa Harry 
Jammeh asked them if they were guilty or not, none 
of them admitted guilt, and the case was adjourned. 
Two weeks later the case continued with a different 
magistrate named Mr. Mahoney and prosecutor Abdoulie 
Bakku. Abdoulie Bakku asked the judge to give him more 
time, as he had just received the case file that morning 
judge agreed. One month later the trial began at High 
Court in Banjul under Judge Moses Richard. During the 
trial different officers and officials testified. There was 

one independent witness named Tijan Bah, but Tijan 
Bah had never met the witness and testified as such 
in court.

The witness told the Commission that the trial 
went on for two years. During that time Moses 
Richard was replaced and Emmanuel Igbala. In 
May 2011 Emmanuel Igbala announced that most 
of the detainees, including the witness, were being 
discharged for lack of evidence. The detainees were 
told to have their relatives come to Mile 2 Prison with 
identification cards and bail them out. The witness 
was officially released from prison but still had to 
report back to court every two weeks for another 
year. Eventually, the case was taken over by Edrisa 
Mbye who officially dismissed the case and cleared 
the witness of all his charges.

The witness testified that his arrest and detention had 
terrible effects on him and his family. The ailments 
he had developed whilst incarcerated continued 
to disturb him. His wife and his family depended 
on the money he had earned selling palm oil and 
hidden in their house to sustain them during his four 
year detention. The money did not last forever, and 
eventually his wife was evicted and his son had to 
leave school for two years. His small family was only 
scraping by with the help of his brother. When he 
was released from Mile 2 Prison, they only had 5000 
dalasi to their name. He explained that his family still 
struggles to make ends meet. The witness revealed 
to the Commission that the reason he chose to give 
his testimony as an unidentified witness was because 
his son begged him not to reveal his full identity out 
of embarrassment at their circumstances.

The Chair then opened up the floor to the other 
Commissioners for questions. In response to 
a question from the Deputy Chair, the witness 
confirmed that he was allowed to sit outside his 
cell at Kotu Police Station. Commissioner Jallow 
asked witness how he believed they could avoid the 
recurrence of such injustices in the Gambia. The 
witness stressed that people in power should wield 
their power properly. Allah gave them that power, and 
Allah can take it away. 
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Many of the people who mistreated him 
during his arrest and detainment had 
been doomed to meet the same fate. 
Imam Sey asked the witness what happened to the 
materials he purchased for his business before he was 
arrested. He also wanted to know what transpired after 
Lamin Jammeh was questioned. The witness explained, 
he only knew that Lamin Jammeh was arrested for four 
years but could not tell them what happened to him after 
that. As for his business, it died completely. He had saved 
about 450,000 dalasi before his arrest and that was the 
money his family used to survive for the four years he 
was away.  The witness then clarified at the request of 
Bishop Odico, that all of the merchandise spoiled while 
he was incarcerated.

The witness began his closing remarks by emphasising 
the horror of being taken to Mile 2 Prison. Many people 
who are sent there, he said, receive sentences that 
are not consistent with the crimes they are accused 
of committing. The people who are suffering at Mile 2 
Prison should be given help. Life at the Mile 2 Prison 
is extremely hard and even more so when the person 
detained there had not committed any crimes. Despite 
being released over a decade ago, he testified that every 
time he passes the prison, he feels as if he just left it the 
day before. He revealed throughout his entire ordeal he 
did not shed a single tear until the day he was released 
from Mile 2 Prison when he cried inconsolably. The 
witness acknowledged that although not all the prisoners 
in Mile 2 Prison were innocent, all the prisoners should 
be treated humanely.

PERSONS MENTIONED BY WITNESS DURING 
TESTIMONY

Arbitrary arrest (of the witness in 2007)

Musa Kinteh and Edrisa Jobe

Arbitrary detention (of the witness)

Edrisa Jobe, Musa Kinteh, Lamin Jobe, Samba 
Gajaga, Baboucarr Jallow, and Joe Mendy 

Torture and unlawful interrogation (of the witness 
in 2007)

Edrisa Jobe, Lamin Sanyang, Buba Badjie, Baboucarr 
Jallow, Lamin Darboe, and Samba Gajaga

Corruption

Musa Kinteh

Obtaining false statement or confession (from the 
witness)

Edrisa Jobe
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Jahally Pacharr Rice Field Project. The next day, the 
Director and the auditors called the witness to a 
meeting in Sapu so the old committee could begin 
handing over the project to the new committee.

However, Haruna Gassama continued, the old 
committee members did not come to the meeting 
and had switched off their phones. The witness and 
a few others stayed until noon before they decided to 
disperse and look for another way forward. Because 
the Jahally Pacharr Rice Field Project was under the 
agriculture department’s jurisdiction, they decided 
to call the Permanent Secretary Sanna Dahaba and 
report the issue. The Permanent Secretary, along 
with the Regional Director Ousman Jammeh, and 
the Solicitor General Pa Harry Jammeh decided the 
members of the new committee and old committee 
should meet at the governor’s residence in McCarthy. 
The Director Ousman Jammeh, along with the 
Governor Alhajie Ganyi Touray, the Chief Momodou 
Lamin Baldeh, and a member of parliament Yoro 
Mballow were all in attendance as well. At the 
governor’s place it was decided that the members 
of the old committee should hand over everything 
to the new committee, but, even though there were 
many senior officials present, the members of the 
old committee refused to do so.

When the negotiations failed the witness decided to 
bring the problem to the attention of Commissioner 
Wu Juwara. Commissioner Wu Juwara instructed him 
to write a letter outlining his complaints to Yahya 
Jammeh and bring it to him. The witness wrote a 
flattering letter to President Yahya Jammeh explaining 

WITNESS NAME: Haruna GASSAMA

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 10th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The leadership of the Jahally 
Pacharr rice field project, arrest and detention of the 
witness with respect to being charged with giving false 
information, his re-arrest and detention at NIA and 
subsequent detention at McCarthy Prisons, his release 
and impact on him and his family 

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): President-elect of 
the Jahally Pacharr rice field project 

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Charged for giving false 
information, arbitrarily detained 

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: President of 
the Jahally Pacharr Rice Field Project

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Haruna Gassama began his testimony by informing the 
Commission he was officially given the title as president of 
the Jahally Pacharr Rice Field Project in January 2012, but 
was not able to begin his duties until 2017. The witness 
explained that following an audit of his predecessor 
Alhajie Musa Jimbo Trawally - who by 2012 had been in 
power for eight years instead of the standard two – in 
which it was discovered that the Jahally Pacharr Rice Field 
Project was losing money, a meeting of the organization 
was called. During the meeting it was decided that a new 
committee would be selected and two people from each 
village were chosen to pick the committee executives. 
They were joined by the Regional Director for Agriculture 
Ousman Jammeh14, Superintendent Manjicky Saine, and 
officials from the National Intelligence Agency, NIA. The 
witness claimed that Samaba Sirra Amadaou Saidy, 
Alkalo of Kerewan, recommended Haruna Gassama’s 
name for president and the rest of the attendees agreed 
unanimously.

No members of the former committee were present, 
but the meeting continued and the rest of the executive 
positions including vice president, secretary, and cashier 
were filled. After everything was settled, they went back 
to the main meeting and it was announced that Haruna 
Gassama has been selected as the President of the 

14See TRRC Digest Edition 12 pages 59 – 72.
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One day while the witness was in jail, President Yahya 
Jammeh came to his village on tour. When Yahya 
Jammeh prayed at his village mosque, where the 
witness’ father was the Imam, he asked the witness’ 
father to tell him about the difficulties he was facing. 
Haruna Gassama’s father told him the Mosque was 
almost 100 years old and needed repairing, and that 
his son was in jail. Yahya Jammeh then asked the 
witness’ father why his son was in jail and his father 
responded that he did not know any real reason why 
his son should be arrested and jailed. Yahya Jammeh 
ordered Haruna Gassama and all the others he 
was associated with released from prison. Haruna 
Gassama had served 40 days out of his seven-month 
sentence.

The counsellor asked if that meant the moment Yahya 
Jammeh ordered it, the witness was released, and 
the witness answered in the affirmative. After the 
witness was released from prison, he was taken to 
see Yahya Jammeh but he was in a meeting, so the 
witness spoke to the Minister of the Interior Ousman 
Sonko instead. Ousman Sonko informed him of his 
release at the order of President Jammeh, and the 
witness offered his profound thanks. 

Haruna Gassama agreed when the Counsel 
suggested Yahya Jammeh had used an extraordinary 
display of his powers that day. He affirmed there were 
many people in the crowd who were very pleased with 
Yahya Jammeh’s order and suggested the President 
won the hearts of many people present. 

The witness explained that in that 
moment he was not thinking about 
how what Yahya Jammeh had done 
was unlawful. He just assumed 
that because Yahya Jammeh was 
President, he had all the power.
However, the witness lamented, even after he was 
released from prison he was still not able to take up 
his position as the Jahally Pacharr Rice Field Project 
president. After meeting with his lawyer Sheriff 

the conflict over the rice project committee membership 
and asking for him to weigh him. Commissioner Wu 
Jawara promised Haruna Gassama he would deliver the 
letter to Yahya Jammeh.

A few days later a policeman approached Haruna 
Gassama and informed him he was under arrest. At the 
police station the station officer told him he was accused 
of giving false information and was to be held at the 
station for other people to take him away. The station 
officer asked him who else was involved in the matter, 
and the witness gave the names of The Jahally Pacharr 
Rice Field Project secretary Makanjara, vice president 
Ousman Mballow and cashier Ahajie Manu NJie. 

After collecting the three men they were all picked up 
and taken to Bansang Police Station where they were 
joined by Abdoulie Jobe Sanneh. The witness said that all 
five of them were detained there for two weeks. During 
their detention Haruna Gassama was not provided 
with any more information regarding his arrest, nor 
was he asked to sign any documents. They were later 
taken to Magistrate Court in Bansang and tried by 
Magistrate Lamin Mbye on the charge of giving false 
information, but the witness was not provided with any 
legal representative during his trial. Sergeant Sarjo, the 
prosecutor in the case called no witnesses and instead 
argued that the letter Haruna Gassama wrote to Yahya 
Jammeh carried false information. The witness told the 
Commission that he never actually saw the document in 
front of the Magistrate and was never given a copy during 
his trial. 

They were released on bail, Haruna Gassama continued, 
but the witness was arrested for leaving town during an 
active trial and was remanded to Janjanbureh Prison for 
more than a month. A week before the verdict was given 
for his case he went to Halifa Sallah to try and hire a 
lawyer but was told that he lives too far so no lawyers 
would come. He claimed he was never given a chance to 
speak during the case. In the end Haruna Gassama was 
sentenced to seven months in jail with hard labour and 
charged a fine of 500 dalasi. The Jahally Pacharr Rice 
Project Vice President Ousman Maballow was set free 
along with Alhajie Banu Njie, but Abdoulie Jobe Sanneh 
and the secretary were sentenced to six months and six 
three months respectively.
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Tambedou, hedecided to file a court case against the old 
committee members in order to gain access to all the 
farming equipment. Judge Penda Dibba tried their case, 
but for most of the process none of the old committee 
members showed up. The day of the verdict all of the 
old committee members showed up with the Permanent 
Secretary of the Agriculture Department Ebrima Jawara, 
as well as the Deputy Permanent Secretary Hassan 
Jallow. Right before Judge Penda Dibba announced the 
verdict, Ebrima Barrow interrupted and told the judge 
“I want you to leave this case with me. Don’t deliver the 
judgment. I want to go and talk between these people.” 
Judge Penda Dibba was disgruntled by his brazenness 
but allowed his request. She did, however, make it clear 
that regardless of the outcome of the talk she would be 
delivering her verdict in the next month. Ebrima Barrow 
brokered a meeting between Haruna Gassama and the 
president of the old committee Alhajie Musa Jimbo 
Trawally, but to no avail. 

Haruna Gassama recounted how the issue was still not 
resolved when Judge Penda Dibba delivered her verdict, 
which the members of the old committee failed to show 
up for. Judge Penda Dibba ordered they compensate the 
witness with 100,000 dalasi. Haruna Gassama then 
went to his lawyer’s office and together they sent a copy 
of the judgment to the Governor, Police Commissioner, 
station officer at Brikama Bah Police Station, as well as 
other leaders of the rice project. When this too failed, they 
decided to organise with the Chief and form a sheriff’s 
division to collect the farming equipment themselves. 

The witness told the Commission that within an hour of 
securing the last of the equipment, a policeman arrived 
informing him that he was needed down to the station. At 
the station, the station officer told him they had received 
an executive order for his arrest and an order to return 
the items they had collected. The witness complied and 
together they returned all of the equipment they had 
collected earlier, including a rice milling machine and 
tractor. When they returned to the police station an officer 
from the National Intelligence Agency, NIA, with the last 
name Touray ordered him to board his vehicle and took 
him to the NIA. 

The witness informed the Commission that he was 
never shown the executive order that was issued 
for his arrest. He expressed to the Commission 
how upset being arrested and taken to the NIA after 
he had gone through so much trouble to be legally 
recognised as the president of the Jahally Pacharr 
Rice Field Project. The witness had just finally 
received justice, and now he was arrested again and 
treated terribly. 

Haruna Gassama testified that he 
felt the executive order was an abuse 
of Yahya Jammeh’s powers.
After arriving at the NIA, the witness was stripped 
of his belongings and asked by Director General 
Yankuba Badjie to explain his situation. After the 
witness explained what had happened, they went to 
his home to corroborate his story. Despite the agents 
returning with evidence that vindicated his story, he 
still was not released. He then narrated an instance 
where Yankuba Badjie promised the witness he would 
be released the following Thursday, but the witness 
never saw him again. He was only allowed to see 
his lawyer once for a brief check-in. Aside from that, 
Haruna Gassama was not allowed any contact with 
his family and there were even rumours spread that 
he has been killed in NIA custody. Those rumours 
worried his mother sick, but thankfully his lawyer was 
able to dispel them after his visit.

Haruna Gassama affirmed that he was never 
tortured in NIA custody. Instead he was a prisoner 
for six months, and, he said, he was actually treated 
decently. In the six months he was detained Haruna 
Gassama saw many prisoners come and go, some 
only being there for two days and some who were 
held for weeks. He recounted one instance of seeing 
a prisoner leave for questioning uninjured and come 
back completely bruised, but the person never told 
him how he got his injuries and by the time the 
witness was released he had completely recovered.
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in a cell until a NIA officer with the surname Touray 
came and picked him up. He remembered that on the 
way to McCarthy Prison the NIA officers and the Drug 
Squad members were very rowdy.

At McCarthy Prison he was placed in solitary 
confinement. The witness described how he was 
given a 20-litre drum cut in half to use as a chamber 
pot. He was not given anything to perform ablution 
and the bed was so small that his legs dangled off 
it. There was no protection against mosquitoes and 
the room was completely dark. If he wanted to talk to 
other people in the solitary confinement wing, such as 
his prison mate Cherno Gassama, he had to climb up 
a ladder to do so. His food was given to him through 
the window and would oftentimes fall on the floor. 
The witness would then have to gather it with his 
hands and put it in a cup so he can drink it. Haruna 
Gassama spent 40 days in solitary confinement.

It was not until CSP Korta came to see the witness 
that he was released from solitary. After expressing 
his gratitude to Korta, Haruna Gassama told the 
Commission how the CSP took the witness out 
of solitary and put him in a cell with an imam. He 
remained in detention at Janjanbureh Prison for 14 
months. 

He was never charged and never 
taken before a court. He was never 
given any additional information and 
his family did not have any access 
to him while he was in prison. 
The hardships he faced as a result of his multiple 
arrests and detentions were overwhelming for him 
and his family, Haruna Gassama explained. His 
health deteriorated in prison and his home began 
to literally fall apart in his absence. Many of his 
relatives began to avoid his family, and his ill mother 
and children became isolated. Some of his children 
had to leave school because there was no one to 
take care of them. During his detention he lost more 
than 20 sheep, 20 goats, and 6 bulls. His family 
had to resort to selling one of their plots of land 

One day the witness was called aside and told there 
was a way for him to go home. He remembered he was 
initially excited, but quickly calmed down once he learned 
he had to provide the deed for his compound to secure 
bail. The witness did not have the document with him 
and had all but accepted defeat when a fellow detainee, 
Buba Ceesay, stepped in and was able to contact his 
brother who helped the witness acquire the deed to the 
compound. 

When asked if providing compound 
documents was the only way to be 
granted bail at the NIA the witness 
answered: “yes well you know powerful 
people always have many means. They 
can use other means. But poor people, 
you have no choice.” 
After his release, Haruna Gassama returned to his quest 
to lead the Jahally Pacharr Rice Field Project. He related 
that he, Alhajie Ousman Sawaneh, Sheikh Omar Colley, 
and Ansumana Gitteh wrote another letter to President 
Yahya Jammeh explaining the extent of the situation. 
When asked why he write to Yahya Jammeh again after 
the fiasco the first letter caused, the witness answered 
that he believed in what he was saying. This letter did 
not help Haruna Gassama’s cause at all. In fact, it made 
everything worse than before.

Soon afterwards, the witness continued, the Permanent 
Secretary called him to warn that Yahya Jammeh had 
ordered all of the people responsible for the letter 
arrested. The witness altered Ansumana Gitteh and gave 
him a motorcycle along with the address of his uncle 
in Casamance to help him escape. The witness’ mother 
begged him to flee. Initially he refused, but after some 
back-and-forth, he agreed to lay low in Wuropana.15 
However, he did not stay there long and soon returned 
home.

One day, as he was working on a project at his house, 
Alagie Nyassi from the NIA and four members of the Drug 
Squad arrived and put him under arrest. With that, the 
witness was taken to Brikama Bah Police Station and put 

15A broad term for territory in central Gambia on the south bank of the river.
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for sustenance. Everyone turned their back on him and 
avoided acknowledging they knew him. Haruna Gassama 
disclosed that when he reflects on all of the problems 
brought about by his unjust incarcerations he cannot 
sleep through the night.

The witness said he was released from prison when the 
Yahya Jammeh regime fell. The new government took him 
all the way to Banjul where the Inspector General of Police 
Yankuba Sonko offered him a sincere apology. After the 
witness was released from prison, he went to his lawyer 
and the Agricultural Minister Omar OJ Jallow. They were 
able to get the old president of the Jahally Pacharr Rice 
Field Project to agree to finally hand over the Presidency 
and the equipment.

With the Counsel’s questioning over, the Chair asked the 
witness why, when he was released from jail, he prayed 
for Yahya Jammeh instead of cursing him? The witness 
answered that when he praised Yahya Jammeh, he was 
not praising the man himself, but the man’s power. He also 
admitted that he knew Yahya Jammeh caused whatever 
suffering he had encountered and he was resentful of 
him. Commissioner Kinteh asked if the executives were 
the people responsible for calling meetings for Jahally 
Pacharr Rice Field Project and what their constitution 
mandates. The witness explained the farmers did in fact 
have the authority to call meetings especially if they felt 
their needs were not being met.

Haruna Gassama began his closing statement by 
thanking the Commission. He talked about how happy 
he was he could finally tell his story and be heard. He 
expressed his sympathy for elders that had to suffer in 
jail due to unjust arrests and stressed that elderly people 
should be respected in the country. He praised Alhajie 
Ousman Sawaneh and stated his happiness about the 
fact that they were able teach people about the path of 
Islam while they were in jail together. Haruna Gassama 
urged the citizens of The Gambia to change their attitudes 
so that what happened under the Yahya Jammeh regime 
would never be allowed to happen in the country again. 
He ended his testimony by stressing lies may start off 
big, but the truth always triumphs in the end.

PERSONS MENTIONED BY WITNESS DURING 
TESTIMONY:

Unlawful interrogation and arbitrary detention (of 
Haruna Gassama)

Yankuba Badjie

Arbitrary arrest (of Haruna Gassama)

Alagie Nyassi

Arbitrary detention  incommunicado (of Haruna 
Gassama)

(First name not given) Touray and CSP Korta
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WITNESS NAME: Modou TOURAY

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 11th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: 2016 protest by the United 
Democratic Party, arbitrary arrest and detention of the 
witness and 25 other members of the party, torture at the 
NIA Headquarters, transfer of detainees to Janjanbureh 
prisons, and their trial, prison sentence, and release

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): member United 
Democratic Party and carpenter

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Arbitrarily arrested, 
detained and tortured for protesting in 2016

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: United 
Democratic Party youth mobiliser, carpenter

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Modou Touray began his testimony by telling the 
Commission that in 2016 he was a youth mobiliser for 
the United Democratic Party, UDP. In mid April of that year 
the witness, along with other party members, was called 
to Solo Sandeng’s house where they were told there 
were plans for a protest against the government of Yahya 
Jammeh. More specifically, he said, they were protesting 
on behalf of electoral reforms such as reducing the 
1-million-dalasi presidential candidate fee, as well as the 
age gap for presidential candidates. They were also upset 
with the recent closings of the Gambian and Senegalese 
border. The demonstration was to take place the next 
day.

When the UDP members gathered in Bambo the day 
of the demonstration, they realised they didn’t have 
as many participants as anticipated and went back to 

their political bureau to mobilise more members. 
After disagreement as to whether the demonstration 
should be postponed or not, they ended up deciding to 
continue and returned to Bambo. The protest started 
walking on foot with banners and public address 
systems towards Westfield chanting “electoral 
reform”, amongst other phrases that represented 
their goals for the demonstration. 

At Westfield, the demonstrators were approached 
by a Serrekunda police officer whose surname was 
Sowe. According to Modou Touray Sowe tried to 
separate Solo Sandeng from the demonstrators, but 
the witness and his fellow partisans realized what he 
was doing and refused to let their leader leave. Sowe 
then walked to a corner and made a phone call.  Soon 
after, a Police Intervention Unit, PIU, truck arrived 
and the officers descended from the truck and began 
arresting demonstrators who had not run away fast 
enough. The witness remembered the paramilitary 
being armed and handling the demonstrators roughly, 
even beating some of them.

The witness was captured, thrown into their vehicle, 
and driven to PIU headquarters alongside other 
captured UDP demonstrators. Upon arrival they were 
forced inside a big hall. The witness recalled there 
being 28 UDP members total, three of whom were 
women. The witness listed the names of the 26 
detainees who were originally captured and arrested 
as Modou Touray, Solo Sandeng, Lamin Marong, 
Ebrima Janko Ceesay, Alagie Jammeh, Lamin Sonko, 
Alagie Fatty, Lamin Camara, Kafu Bayo, Ebrima 
Jabang, Momodou Lamin Jawneh, Fatoumatta Jawara, 
Fatou Camara, Modou Ngum, Ebrima Touray, Babucarr 
Touray, Bubacarr Jah, Saderr Secka, Ousman Njie, 
Bubacarr Jaiteh, Kalilu Saidykhan, Kekuta Yabbo, 
Ebrima Jadama, Lamin Jatta, Alasana Beyai, Buba 
Ceesay and Nogoi Njie.

After being reprimanded by police leader Yankuba 
Sonko, Modou Touray continued the they were allowed 
to pray, after which their mobile phones were seized. 
At this point  Nogoi Njie, Fatou Camara, Modou Ngum, 
Kafu Bayo, Ebrima Jabang, and Solo Sandeng were 
placed in the back of a pick-up truck and driven away. 
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The remaining detainees were handcuffed and put into 
another truck. As they were leaving the PIU compound, 
the witness remembered seeing the then mayor of the 
Kanifing Municipal Council, Yankuba, Colley come out of 
the PIU office. Yankuba Colley was clapping and saying “A 
job well done.” 

The witness and the other detainees arrived at Mile 2 
Prison where their details were registered. The Director 
General of Mile 2 Prison at the time, David Colley, took 
them to the military confinement section where they 
were registered again after which they were placed in 
separate cells. The only things they were given were a 
small bottle of water and an empty mayonnaise tin to 
use as a chamber pot. Later that evening, paramilitary 
officers and NIA agents came back to the prison and 
collected the UDP members. They were led barefoot to 
pick-up trucks outside the prison and taken to the NIA 
headquarters.

When they arrived at the NIA compound, all of the lights 
had been shut off, and one by one, the UDP members 
had black cotton bags placed over their heads. They 
were then led to a room, which had a panel inside. Three 
by three, the bags were taken off the UDP members 
heads and they were interviewed. The witness was 
grouped with Lamin Marong and Alagie Fatty. The name 
of their interviewer was Dembo Bojang, and after he took 
the witness’  name, birthplace, and age, he asked the 
witness which political party he was affiliated with. The 
witness told him he had been a member of the UDP since 
1996.

When they left the interrogation room, the black bags 
were put back over their heads. When it was the witness’ 
turn, he refused. There was a bit of an altercation and the 
witness was pushed into a room with five masked men. 
The men told the witness to lie down on the table, and 
when he refused once more, they hit him on his neck. His 
whole body went limp. They then tied him to the table. 
The witness felt as if he was being stung by electricity. 
The masked men stood over him and beat him in five-
minute intervals. For the beatings, they used batons, 
cables, hosepipes and belts. 

After each five-minute interval 
of beating, they would use a 
small mayonnaise container 

and pour freezing water over the 
witness’ head to the point of 

waterboarding him.
After a while, a man named Lamin Fatty came into 
the room and ordered the masked men to stop. 
Lamin Fatty turned to the witness and asked him 
if he was ordered by Ousainou Darboe16. When the 
witness denied the allegation, Lamin Fatty told the 
masked man to carry on their beating and left the 
room. While this was the only time Modou Touray was 
beaten from the time of his arrest until the time of 
his release, he confided to the Commission, he still 
carries the scars from it, including suffering memory 
loss.

Following his beating, the witness was led to another 
room, which contained his fellow UDP members and 
they were all returned to Mile 2 Prison. The witness 
was not the only one with injuries from a beating. 
He recalled talking to Ebrima Janko Ceesay who 
had two broken teeth from being tortured at the NIA 
Headquarters. 

Back at Mile 2 Prison the detainees were led back 
to their cells and kept in solitary confinement for 19 
days. During this period he was not allowed to do 
anything other than empty his chamber pot; even 
showering was prohibited. He was given his food 
and water through a small hole in the door of his 
cell, and the only other contact he had was with a 
sympathetic prison officer Seedy Jaiteh, who would 
sneak the injured UDP members one painkiller a day. 
Other than that, they were not given any medical 
attention.

On the 19th day of their solitary confinement the 
soldier who was in charge of their area, Kebba Ceesay, 
assured them he would try to help the detainees 
at least leave their cells. The following day, Kebba 
Ceesay opened their cells and allowed them to bathe 

16Ousainou Darboe is the founder and current leader of the UDP.
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After being made to line up, Modou Touray continued, 
the UDP members were restrained in handcuffs 
and loaded into the waiting PIU vehicles. In the 
vehicle, the witness was seated near Modou Ngum 
who spoke to him saying “now, death comes only 
once. Wherever they want to take us, let’s just go.” 
The paramilitary officers took the UDP members 
to Janjanbureh Prison in McCarthy where a woman 
dressed in Yahya Jammeh patterned cloth took their 
file. The UDP members were then taken into a hall 
where they found 31 other UDP supporters who had 
been detained.

The witness and his original group were taken to 
court on Thursdays. During the drive back-and-forth 
from Janjanbureh Prison to court they were  always 
stopped at Mansakonko Police station. The first time 
they were brought to the police station, the witness 
and the UDP members were ordered to enter a cell. 
The witness protested, and the next time they were 
allowed to wait on a bench outside of the cell.

Eventually the court found them guilty, and they were 
sentenced to three years in prison for misconduct. 
During the duration of the trial, none of the UDP 
members were allowed to speak or allowed to have 
legal representation. After their sentencing, they 
were taken back to Janjanbureh Prison in McCarthy. 
As official prisoners they were to be provided prison 
uniforms, but they were so dirty they refused to wear 
them until they were allowed to wash them.

At Janjanbureh Prison, the witness had trouble with 
a man named Bengasi, who along with his colleague 
Mutumutu, hatched a plan to force some of the 
prisoners to do hard labour. The witness happened 
to be awake on morning when they were discussing. 
He pointed out to the two men that they were not 
locked up with hard labour. Later the witness relayed 
what happen to G Sowe, who was responsible for 
prisoners, who in turn reprimanded Bengasi and 
Mutumutu. 

Moving on, the witness said the food at Janjanbureh 
was better than Mile 2 Prison and the conditions 
were more comfortable. When he was ill, he was 

and move freely about the compound. Apparantly, when 
the Director General of the prison David Colley became 
aware of this, he was not happy. He described the UDP 
members as being enemies of Yahya Jammeh and docked 
Kebba Ceesay’s salary because of it. Kebba Ceesay also 
became angry, and ended up resigning from his job after 
the incident.

The conditions of the solitary confinement became worse 
for the UDP members after that. In the beginning, they 
had small mattresses in their cells, but after the incident 
the mattresses were all removed. The witness had to 
resort to taking off his shirt every night and laying it on 
the concrete to sleep. During Modou Touray’s time in 
solitary confinement he was not allowed any visitation 
from his family. As for legal representation, Antouman 
Gaye and the Bar Association were aware of the UDP 
members’ situation and were fighting for them.

Once the UDP members were finally brought before a 
court they complained about being placed in solitary 
confinement and said they wanted to be placed in remand 
so they could have visitation privileges. They were granted 
this request, but what they found in the remand wing was 
worse than what they left behind. In the remand wing, 
they joined other prisoners and were sorted 25 to a cell. 
They were packed together like sardines. There was one 
toilet outside the cell they were allowed to use, and in 
the corner of the cell sat the community chamber pot. 
At night when a person used the chamber pot everyone 
could hear. They all took turns emptying and cleaning the 
chamber pot.

On 14th June, David Colley and then Minister of the 
Interior Ousman Sonko collected the detained UDP 
members. David Colley told the witness to gather his 
belongings, which at the time was just a bag of food 
he had been gifted. The witness complied, and he was 
taken outside with the other UDP members. The witness 
however, refused to leave Mile 2 Prison without speaking 
to Ousainou Darboe who had also been detained in 
another wing of Mile 2 Prison at the time. After some 
back-and-forth he was allowed. When he was taken to 
Ousainu Darboe, and after a brief conversation with his 
party leader, the witness  finally agreed to leave.
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even allowed a visit by a doctor and given medication. 
This did not last long however, as the witness was later 
transferred back to Mile 2 Prison to serve the rest of 
his sentence. When they returned to Mile 2 Prison, they 
found things even worse than they had left them. Ebrima 
Jammeh who was nicknamed “Chief torturer”, was now 
the Operations Commander. In the detainee’s absence 
he had removed access to radio and television and the 
food was even worse. Immediately upon arrival he seized 
all the provisions and food the UDP members came 
from Janjanbureh Prison with and threw them away. He 
believed they should suffer and ordered all of them to be 
locked in solitary for seven days.

One day before the presidential election, Ebrima Jammeh 
ordered the empty prison cells to be cleaned by the death 
row inmates. He told the witness they would soon be 
getting new “guests” because after the election many 
people would be taken to Mile 2 Prison. The witness 
however was not so certain and taunted Ebrima Jammeh 
saying “the people who are going to occupy these cells 
would be you people.” After the election took place, the 
witness and the UDP members were taken to court and 
finally granted bail. At that point Modou Touray had spent 
eight months and four days in prison.

In his closing statement, Modou 
Touray lamented that the beating he 
endured and the conditions he was 

kept in ruined his life. 
He suffers from constant body pain and every morning 
his wife has to massage him for him to even be able to 
stand. He narrated how after his release from prison, 
he was taken to Senegal by the Victims Centre and 
prescribed medicine that alleviated some of that pain, 
but as the days go on his body has started troubling him 
again. He then revealed that when he was arrested, his 
wife was seven months pregnant. He did not get to meet 
his son until after his release. Before his imprisonment 
he was a carpenter, but can no longer work due to the 
deteriorated physical condition of his body. Modou Touray 
expressed his thanks to the lawyers who stood up for 
them and credited them as the primary reason he and 

the other UDP members were released from prison. 
He ended his testimony by urging Gambians to keep 
each other in mind and find solidarity in their Gambia 
nationality. 

PERSONS MENTIONED BY WITNESS DURING 
TESTIMONY:

Arbitrary arrest (in 2016)

(first name not given) Sowe

Arbitrary detention (of Modou Touray and around 20 
other UDP supporters)

Yankuba Sonko, Yankuba Colley and David Colley

Unlawful interrogation (of Modou Touray, Lamin 
Marong, and Alagie Fatty in 2016)
Dembo Bojang

Torture (of Modou Touray in 2016)

Lamin Fatty

Cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment 
Ebrima Jammeh
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Alhagie Jobe was formerly the deputy director of Daily Observer,  a pro-government newspaper during Yahya 
Jammeh’s rule. None the less, he claims he was arrested and detained without charge, tortured, and later accused 
of edition in what he called a “sham trial.” He later fled to Senegal. 
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WITNESS NAME: Omar BAH

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 11th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Demonstration the witness was 
to attend in 1995 near the American Embassy leading 
to his unlawful arrest, arbitrary detention and torture at 
Fajara Barracks, his numerous encounters with the NIA, 
other arrests and detentions of the witness.

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Cattle herder

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Protester, charged with 
sedition

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Omar Bah, began his testimony by describing how he 
joined a group that planned to protest outside the US 
Embassy to express their displeasure with the military 
government running the country in late 1995 . “It was very 
scary if you wanted to go out and face the government to 
show your difficulties,” he said. Yet, when he heard about 
the plan to visit the US Embassy, he decided he needed 
to go and make his voice heard. He believed with the aid 
of the US Embassy they would be able to get rid of Yahya 
Jammeh’s government.

On the way to the Embassy in the morning the witness 
ran into Buna Kebbeh. After exchanging greetings, he 
revealed he was also attending the protest, so they 
decided to travel together. At Kairaba Avenue, they ran 
into a man named Musa Kinteh, who asked them if they 
were heading to the US Embassy. When they responded 
affirmatively, he offered the witness and Buna Kebbeh a 
ride to what he claimed to be a meeting point for all the 
demonstrators, and they jumped in his car. 

Instead of taking them to the meeting point, Musa 
Kinteh, who he later learned was an NIA agent, drove 
them to Kairaba Police Station. Omar Bah recalled that 
it was when their vehicle was surrounded as soon as 
they pulled into the station that he realised Musa Kinteh 
had betrayed them. Inside Kairaba Police Station Omar 
Bah and Buna Kebbeh found many other people who had 
been brought in the same way. After providing personal 

information, they were taken to another building 
at the back of the premises and striped of their 
belongings. After spending all day at Kairaba Police 
Station, during which they were never asked to give a 
statement nor informed of the reasoning behind their 
detainment, they were put into trucks and taken to 
the Faraja Barracks.

At the Fajara Barracks, the witness continued, 
they were made to spend the night in a filthy hall. 
He remembered there being around 40 detainees, 
including a Sainey Faye, Landing Camara, Lamin 
Kanagi, Alagie Mori Kebba Saidykhan, Buna Kebbeh, 
Nfansu Jawara, Ismaila Jawara, Mama Jawara, Koso 
Taylor, Sarani Jatta, Ebrima Sonko, Fa Nyafu, and Lamin 
Kanagi. He also named the politicians  Momodou 
Saidy One, Omar O.J Jallow, and MC Cham. He said 
they were later joined by Ousainou Njie, but he was 
not a part of the original batch of detainees.

The morning a large group of soldiers, including 
Almamo Manneh and Regimental Sergeant Major, 
RSM, Bojang, arrived at the barracks. Omar Bah said 
the way the soldiers entered the hall – by stepping 
on peoples feet and pushing them around - made it 
abundantly clear they were not there for peace. He 
remembered Almamo Manneh shooting his gun in the 
room, which filled the area with smoke and set off a 
general panic. After their terrifying entrance, Almamo 
Manneh and the soldiers began beating them. The 
witness described the beatings as being very painful: 
“those who saw us in those day will even think that we 
will not survive those beatings”.
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The witness described how one of the 
soldiers was beating the detainees 
with a piece of wood with nails in it. 

He recounted how “there were people 
whose head the nails penetrated, and 

their bodies were torn.” 
He remembered Nfansu Jawara, who was bleeding 
profusely from where the nail had pieced his backbone 
and head, telling him that he did not think he would survive. 
He testified that Lamin Kanagi and Alagie Mori Kebba 
Saidykhan were also beaten on the head. Meanwhile, 
the witness’s back was so severely lacerated it took a 
year for the wounds to heal. He told the Commission that 
he still struggles to get up and walk.

In addition to beating them with the wood with nails, the 
soldiers would also climb on the back of the detainees 
and “dance” on them with their full weight. They were 
wearing big boots and would punish the detainees if they 
dared move while they were on top of them. According to 
the witness, the soldiers tortured the women the same 
way. The soldiers would choose detainees at random 
and attack them or take them outside in groups and 
assault them before dragging them back inside. Omar 
Bah specifically named Ousainou Njie, MC Cham, “OJ” 
Omar O.J Jallow, and Ismaila Jawara as being particularly 
abused. The detainees were made to wait two days 
before being provided medical attention.

According to the witness, they spent one year and 
some months at the Fajara Barracks in very poor living 
conditions. He said he never laid eyes on a bed or 
even blankets and described how they were made to 
sleep on the concrete floors. They were not allowed to 
shower, and they became so filthy that the clothes they 
were wearing started falling apart on their bodies. They 
were not allowed to use the restroom without a soldier 
accompanying them, and on one occasion the soldier put 
a gun to his head and threatened to shoot him if he did 
not hurry. 

During his detention he was only questioned for his 
statement once. They asked him why he dared to 
try and join a demonstration against Yahya Jammeh.  

They threatened to detain him indefinitely unless 
he retracted his statements of displeasure, and 
declared his loyalty to Yahya Jammeh’s regime. The 
witness refused to do so.

Eventually, Omar Bah’s case was taken to court. He 
told the Commission that he could not afford a lawyer, 
so he did not access to legal counsel during his trial. 
He was charged with sedition along with the other 
detainees. However, after 4 to 6 months they were 
made eligible to be released on bail. He remembered 
feeling elated that day because he finally got to see 
his relatives again. After his brothers and sister 
bailed him out, they headed to Serrekunda. At the 
Serrekunda Market the witness overheard the news 
that the people who were bailed out from Fajara 
Barracks were having their bail revoked. He returned 
to his brothers and sister and told them to go home 
without him. After some urging on his part, his family 
finally left and he made his way to Serrekunda Police 
Station. At the station he revealed himself to one of 
the people whose bail had been revoked and after 
more people were brought in, they were all grouped 
together and returned to Fajara Barracks.

While the witness was not tortured during his second 
stint at Fajara Barracks, the living conditions had 
not improved at all. He described Fajara Barracks as 
being the filthiest place he has ever seen and how 
they had to use their shoes to clear little spaces for 
them to sit on the ground.

In response to a question from the Lead Counsel, 
the witness confirmed that Abubacarr Bah to be one 
of the people who participated in the torture and 
maltreatment of the detainees. He later mentioned 
that he and Abubacarr Bah were loosely related 
through their mothers and that discussing Abubacarr 
Bah was very painful and he still refuses to 
communicate with him. At first the witness resisted 
talking about Abubacarr Bah, but the Lead Counsel 
urged him to, so the witness revealed that he had 
heard previous TRRC testimonies’ where Abubacarr 
Bah was mentioned and he confirmed the allegations 
against him to be true. He revealed that he had seen 
him beat many people, including the elderly. He also 
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confirmed that Abubacarr Bah was the one who wounded 
Omar O.J Jallow in the eye. The Lead Counsel then asked 
if the witness was ever personally tortured at the hands 
of Abubacarr Bah and the witness replied that he was 
not completely sure as there were many people doing the 
beatings but it was possible.  

Returning to the conditions he faced at Fajara Barracks, 
Omar Bah explained that the soldiers provided the 
detainees with food, but it was never sufficient and many 
of them suffered from starvation. The witness was so 
hungry that he began hallucinating. He also emphasised 
that even receiving drinking water was a problem. 

One night during his detention at Fajara Barracks the 
witness overheard two soldiers talking about potentially 
releasing the detainees in case someone else came 
to power in The Gambia. As they spoke, the witness 
testified, he heard an explosion which drew the soldiers 
outside. When they came back some were injured and 
others had died.

The next day, Omar Bah continued, he was released. 
While the authorities took statements from some of 
the detainees had their statements taken, he was not 
approached. He fell extremely ill during his detention, 
and even though they gave him medicine, he only 
improved slightly. His body would swell, and he would 
feel pains that he never felt before his detention. He was 
advised by his brother to go to the hospital but for a 
long time he was scared to go there because he heard 
rumours that any detainees who sought treatment would 
be poisoned. He tried to go to a hospital in neighbouring 
Senegal, but the wait time was too long and he kept 
having attacks from his ailment and fainting frequently. 
He eventually travelled to Ziguinchor where a friend was 
able to help him secure medical treatment. During the 
subsequent operation something was removed from his 
body, but he could not remember exactly what, as he was 
unconscious at the time. The witness insisted that he 
had never suffered from stomach ailments before and 
that his illness was a direct result of his detention and 
torture. However, he added, he was afraid to articulate 
the link between the abuses he endured and his medical 
condition lest they arrest him again. 

He claimed he was so afraid of 
being re-arrested that when people 
asked him if he was among those 
who were taken and beaten, he 

would lie and say no.
Moving onto his next ordeal, the witness explained that 
during fighting in Seleti, Senegal, he hosted refugees 
who had fled to The Gambia17. After the first group of 
refugees, who had been people he knew previously, 
left, the Alkalo of a neighbouring community asked if 
he could host others. The witness agreed, and when 
the refugee arrived in their village, he took introduced 
him to his Alkalo, Jung Conteh. The refugee settled 
in the village without any problems, but after a while 
he became ill and returned to Senegal. So much time 
passed after the refugee left, the witness said, that 
he had practically forgotten about him until he was 
re-arrested.

One night, a group came to his compound with two 
pick-up trucks. He told the Commission the soldiers 
stood over him, pointed their guns in his face, 
and asked if he was Omar Bah. When the witness 
confirmed his identity, they tied him up and began 
beating him. The commotion woke up the witness’ 
family, including his small children and his wives, 
one of whom suffered a miscarriage. The soldiers 
ransacked his house, taking over 18,000 dalasi, his 
mother’s gold, and his wives’ valuables. The soldiers 
then forced the witness into their truck. When they 
stopped at a bar in Gunjur, they went in for a drink 
and left him in the back. A man named Buba Bajo 
recognized the witness and begged the soldiers to 
untie him, but they would only agree to untie his 
hands. While the soldiers returned he could smell 
the alcohol on them.

Upon leaving the bar the witness was ordered to keep 
his head down, so his next memory was opening his 
eyes and being put in a cell at the National Intelligence 
Agency, NIA, where he was detained incommunicado 
for 12 days. 

17The witness is likely referring to violence related to the separatist conflict in the Casamance region of Senegal 
which sits on The Gambia’s south western border. 
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During his detention he was 
interrogated about missing cattle 

and money, and subjected to 
electrocutions and beatings. 

He told the Commission while he did not recall who 
tortured him, he was convinced Foday Barry oversaw 
his case. He related an incident where he was briefly let 
out of the cell for a few minutes, just to be returned to 
his cell on the orders of Foday Barry. The witness also 
mentioned seeing Sukuta Jammeh, Bamba Manneh, and 
a man called Jina during his detention at the NIA. He also 
named a Demba Ceesay, who he said was also present 
at the witness’s arrest where he threatened to shoot his 
wife. The witness’ case was never taken to court, and his 
family had no idea where he was during those 12 days. 
He was eventually released on a 200,000 Dalasi bond.

Not long after Omar Bah was released, he continued, 
he was arrested again. This time the soldiers told his 
brother that if he gave them 25,000 dalasi then they 
would release the witness and have his case thrown out. 
Omar Bah refused to let his brother pay the bribe arguing 
that paying the bride would just make him look guilty and 
he did not want any more trouble. He advised his brother 
to instead keep the money and only use it to help himself 
in case they killed him. 

The witness narrated another incident when he was 
arrested and detained for a week. Apparently, when he 
asked the soldiers where the order came from, they told 
him it came from the top. The witness was too afraid 
to ask for clarification, so he complied and was placed 
in a cell. This time the witness’ brother went to lawyer 
Ousainou Darboe who put them in contact with another 
lawyer named Mariam Denton. 

However, the witness was not sure 
if that lawyer helped secure his 
bail because he was not allowed 

to meet with her. 

Omar Bah testified that he was released from 
detention, but two weeks later he was called into NIA 
headquarters and detained again. They did not tell 
him what the allegations against him were and he 
witness spent four days there before being granted 
bail. Again, he was never taken to court or made aware 
of his charges. Three weeks later, the witness was 
re-arrested once more. After four days in detention 
he was approached by Foday Barry who called 
the witness “strong headed “ because whenever 
they accused him of something he would deny it. 
Foday Barry then called on Salimina Drammeh and 
instructed him to form a strong team to interrogate 
the witness.

Salimina Drammeh and his team took Omar Bah 
outside and began torturing him. They made him 
strip, tied him with cable, and electrocuted him. 
He said the pain was indescribable. The torture 
continued until they were seen by Samba Bah, a 
relative of the witness who happened to be a soldier. 
Samba Bah, visibly shocked at the sight of the 
witness, went to Foday Barry and began conversing 
with him. While the witness did not fully understand 
the conservation as it was in English, he could tell 
that Samba Bah was pleading on his behalf. Samba 
Bah told Foday Barry that they could not keep on 
arresting the witness without cause, and if they had 
a real case against him they should take it to court. 
He warned that eventually all the unlawful arrests 
would catch up to him and he would have to deal with 
the consequences.  Samba Bah then instructed the 
witness to get dressed and ordered all his belongings 
to be returned and he took the witness home.

The witness clarified that during one of his detentions 
Jung Conteh, the Alkalo of his home village, came to 
see him at the NIA and urged him to join the Alliance 
for Patriotic Restoration and Construction, APRC18. 
He even brought him some of the Yahya Jammeh’s 
merchandise to take home, but the witness refused 
to join the party, even though it could have led to his 
release.

18The APRC was founded by Yahya Jammeh in 1996 and was the dominant political party in the country until he 
fled in 2017. 
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After Samba Bah helped secure his release, Omar Bah 
continued, he went to Dakar for five days to help his 
friend bring his new bride back to The Gambia. When he 
returned, he was met with the news that soldiers had 
come to his compound looking for him. The witness told 
his family not to be afraid because he believed he would 
be released again, as he was not guilty of any crimes. The 
witness explained to the Commission that he decided to 
turn himself in, instead of waiting for them to come and 
find him. He collected all his money gave it to his wives, 
and then went to deliver the bride from Dakar. At the 
wedding celebration, he confided in his friend his plans 
to turn himself in, and gave his friend the numbers of 
Ousainou Darboe and Omar O.J Jallow. He told his friend 
that if he did not hear from him by 5:30 PM he should call 
them and explain what happened.

When the witness turned himself in at Brikama Police 
Station, he asked what he was being arrested for. 
Apparently, the police officers said they did not know and 
that the orders came from the top. The witness waited at 
Brikama Police Station until after nightfall when a black 
vehicle pulled up and the witness was instructed to board 
it. In the car he was met by Sainey Kunchi, who spewed 
nasty insults at the witness while they were in the vehicle 
together, and one other man. The witness was initially 
taken to Tujereng Police Station, but there was no space 
to hold him, so he was transported to Yundum Police 
Station.

At Yundum Police Station he was placed into an empty 
cell, but they later brought in another man. The witness 
speculated that the man was mentally ill because he 
defecated all over the cell and the witness had to resort 
to threatening to fight him in order to keep him away. 
The two of them stayed in that tiny cell together with 
the faeces for four days. The only way the witness was 
able to get fresh air was by asking to go to the toilet, 
and his requests were denied half of the time. During his 
four days in that cell, he was not told anything about the 
reason for his arrest. 

Four days later, he continued, two of Omar O.J Jallow’s 
juniors came to see him. They told the witness that 
they believe they could secure his bail if he would take 

responsibility, but the witness refused to do so and 
made it clear that he would not agree as he had no 
idea what any of his charges were. Omar O.J Jallow’s 
juniors left and eventually they came back with the 
news that he had been granted bail. The witness 
clarified to the Commission that he had no idea who 
was responsible for him receiving bail that day.

Omar Bah was finally able to go home and that was 
the last time he was ever arrested. Lead Counsel 
asked if the witness faced any problems after that and 
the witness explained that after his last detention, a 
soldier named Kang Saikou Jassey, who was among 
the soldiers that beat the witness during his first 
detention, tried to steal his land. It took the witness 
a long time to fight for his land in the local courts but 
eventually he won his case. The witness speculated 
that Kang Saikou Jassey only had the nerve to try to 
unlawfully seize his land because the APRC was in 
power at the time. The Lead Counsel thus ended his 
questioning.

Commissioner Kinteh, referencing his harbouring of 
the Casamance refugee, asked the witness why he 
kept getting arrested, even if the allegations against 
him were completely unfounded.  The witness 
explained that the refugee came to him with proper 
documents for himself and his livestock. He added 
that after the refugee’s sudden departure he went to 
the Senegalese embassy to explain himself and was 
assured by their ambassador that he would not be in 
any legal trouble.

Omar Bah began by closing remarks by thanking 
God for his life, because many of the people he was 
detained with had passed away. He expressed his 
gratitude to the chief that granted him the rights to 
his land back and then finished by urging Gambians 
to stand with the truth just as he had. He thanked 
the Commission for their involvement, and with that 
he ended his testimony.
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PERSONS MENTIONED BY WITNESS DURING 
TESTIMONY:

Unlawful arrest (of Omar Bah and Buna Kebbeh in 1995)

Musa Kinteh

Torture (of Omar Bah and 20 other protesters in 1995) 

Almamo Manneh, RSM Bojang, Abubacarr Bah

Arbitrary arrests (of Omar Bah)

Demba Ceesay and Sainey Kunchi

Arbitrary detention incommunicado (of Omar Bah)

Foday Barry, Sukuta Jammeh, Bamba Manneh, Demba 
Ceesay, one Jina 

Tortures (of Omar Bah)

Kang Saikou Jassey, Foday Barry, and Salamina Drammeh

They were not allowed to use the restroom 
without a soldier accompanying them, 

and on one occasion the soldier put a gun to 
his head and threatened to shoot him if 

he did not hurry.
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WITNESS NAME: Amadou Jogoh SOWE

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 12th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The arbitrary arrest of the 
witness as a result of his connection to a man called 
Abbas Jarjue; his torture and arbitrary detention at the 
NIA along with Abbas Jarjue and Saidou Sowe; their 
transfer to the remand wing and release 

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Trader 

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): unlawfully arrested, 
tortured and detained

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Amadou Jogoh Sowe was born in Guinea Conakry and 
moved to The Gambia in 1993 to work as a trader. After 
over two decades in The Gambia, he entered into the gold 
business with a man named Abbas Jarjue who helped 
people prepare Turkish visas. The witness admitted 
their gold business was slightly dubious and involved 
an element of fraud. In 2015, while the witness was 
in Basse, he received a call from Saidou Sowe, who he 
knew through Abbas Jarjue. Saidou Sowe apparently told 
the witness Abbas Jarjue had asked him to collect and 
move some of his personal boxes. As the witness was 
in Basse, he told Saidou Sowe he would call his friend 
Wurry and ask him to help. 

The witness told the Commission he later learned that 
Abbas Jarjue had been arrested and taken to the National 
Intelligence Agency, NIA, for money doubling. While Saidou 

Sowe did not tell him at the time, the witness later 
understood that Saidou Sowe needed the witness’ 
assistance to help conceal some evidence against 
Abbas Jarjue. Wurry meet Saidou Sowe could only 
carry one box in his vehicle. Eventually, the witness 
returned from Basse and arranged to meet Saidou 
Sowe at Ali Baba Junction near Brusubi Turntable. The 
moment the witness pulled his vehicle up to Saidou 
Sowe, NIA agents surrounded him and opened his 
car doors.

Amadou Jogoh Sowe told the Commission it was clear 
Saidou Sowe had led the NIA agents straight to him. 
Instead of transferring the witness into a different 
vehicle, they sandwiched him in between two agents 
and drove his vehicle to NIA headquarters in Banjul. 
They brought the witness in the back door of the 
compound and to the investigation unit. 

After being led through a series 
of rooms he reached a brightly 
lit room with red walls where he 

remembered seeing a metal 
table, a standpipe, and an 
electrocution machine. 

He was questioned by three operatives who he 
identified as Lamin Darboe, Basiru Sey, and a man 
with this surname Baldeh. 

When he told them he did not 
know Wurry’s whereabouts, they 
handcuffed him, tied him to a 

table, and began flaying him with 
an insulated electric wire. 

All three NIA agents were involved in his torture, 
the witness claimed, but Basiru Sey was the most 
instrumental in the beating. “He nearly killed me”, 
Amadou Jogoh Sowe testified. The witness said he 
quickly folded and told them where Wurry lived, but 
none the less the beating still lasted for more than 
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ransacked it completely. They took 100,000 dalasi 
from his safe and stole his telephones as well.

Amadou Jogoh Sowe provided the NIA officers 
Wurry’s telephone number. When a call with Wurry, 
the NIA agents went to his house and seized a metal 
box which they brought back to the NIA and opened. 
When they found nothing but two cement blocks, they 
realized it was not the box they were looking for. They 
had already collected the other boxes that Saidou 
had in his possession, so the box Wurry took was the 
only one missing. Basiru Sey confronted the witness 
and hit him very hard in his stomach, threatening 
him“if you don’t produce this box, we will deal with you 
very severely.”

The witness told the Commission he was then taken 
to another room that resembled a hall where he spent 
the night alongside Abbas Jarjue and Saidou Sowe. 
The next morning, he was taken to a medical centre 
on the NIA grounds where they dressed the wounds 
he had acquired from his torture session and gave 
him painkillers. None of their family members knew 
where they were. They were not given any change 
of clothing and had to wash and re-wear the outfits 
they were arrested. They were given no bedding and 
made to sleep on the floor. Each detainee had a food 
allowance of 75 dalasi and was expected to split it 
evenly for the three meals of the day. Amadou Jogoh 
Sowe and the other detainees spent over six months 
in this condition.

On 10th September, Amadou Jogoh Sowe continued, 
NIA operatives came into the hall around 3am and 
took Abbas Jarjue and Saidou Sowe away. When they 
brought them back, they had marks on their bodies 
and it was obvious they had been tortured. The 
witness helped them clean the wounds with warm 
water and a cloth until the bleeding stopped. The 
next morning Abbas Jarjue and Saidou Sowe were 
picked up and taken to the hospital.

During Eid a senior NIA official the witness identified 
as Yankuba Badjie brought a sheep to the hall for the 
detainees to slaughter.  Apparently, he advised the 
witness to pray for their release, and insisted he was 
not responsible for their detention. 

an hour. He emerged with a laceration above his eyebrow 
and a wounded hand. He revealed that they had left one 
of his hands untied which he raised to try and defend his 
face during the beating.

After his torture, Amadou Jogoh Sowe continued, the 
three NIA agents took him to Wurry’s house where they 
scaled the fence and opened the gate from inside. The 
witness identified Wurry’s room and they barged in, 
only to find a 70-year-old Guinean man who had come 
to Gambia for medical treatment. They arrested the old 
man and threw him in the back of the pick-up. They all 
returned to NIA headquarters together where the old man 
was questioned. They asked him where Wurry was, but 
he had no answer and could only tell them Wurry had 
gone out. The old man ended up being detained at the 
NIA for 7 months.

Unhappy they were unable to locate Wurry, Lamin Darboe, 
Basiru Sey, and Baldeh took the witness back to the 
same interrogation room. After placing onions in his 
mouth, they brought a large sack and forced him to crawl 
inside. They then tied him up in the sack, with him in it, 
and placed him under a large faucet. 

The NIA agents opened the tap, and 
began beating him while the sack he 

was in was drenched in water. Amadou 
Jogoh Sowe told the Commission he 
felt like he was drowning and was so 
terrified that he eventually fainted.

When Amadou Jogoh Sowe woke up, he found himself 
outside with Abbas Jarjue, Saidou Sowe and another man 
named Ebrima Camera. He could tell just by looking at 
them that they had been severely beaten. Abbas Jarjue 
apparantly told Amadou Jogoh Sowe: “tell them where 
Wurry is before they kill you.”

According to the witness he was then taken to his family 
house by NIA agents.  The moment his family laid eyes 
on him they started crying. His father started talking, but 
the witness quickly stopped him and said “no, you just 
keep quiet. These people are here for their own business.” 
The NIA agents went to Amadou Jogoh Sowe’s room and 
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However, when asked by the Deputy 
Lead Counsel, the witness claimed 
senior officials at the NIA knew the 
detainees were being tortured as 
he often saw them looking at the 
detainees being escorted back to 
the hall bloodied and bruised. He 
specifically named Yankuba Badjie 

and Louis Mendy.
After seven months at the NIA, Amadou Jogoh Sowe 
testified, he was remanded for another two months before 
he was granted bail. He revealed to the Commission that 
his case had only been dismissed by the courts late 2020 
or early 2021. He also informed them that the deeds to 
his compound are still at the High Court because he was 
unable to pay his lawyer and his lawyer is the only one 
who can collect them. The Deputy Lead Counsel thus 
ended her questioning.

Commissioner Samba asked the witness what happened 
to the 100,000 dalasi Lamin Darboe stole. The witness 
informed her he never got the money back. In response 
to a question from Imam Sey, the witness explained 
that his father and his family suffered as a result of his 
detainment because he had been their sole breadwinner. 
The Deputy Chair asked why the witness could not retrieve 
the deed to his compound from the NIA himself. The 
witness informed her that he had been released on bail 
at the High Court, and thus they were still in possession 
of the deed his compound. He narrated how he tried to 
retrieve it, but got lost in paperwork on account of his 
illiteracy. He added that he remains so terrified of the NIA 
that if they were holding the deed was he would not have 
gone to get it. 

Even now, when he passes 
the gate of NIA headquarters he 

does not dare look up.

In his closing remarks Amadou Jogoh Sowe thanked 
the Commission for the wonderful job they were 
doing. He believed the TRRC showed the Gambian 
people they truly have rights, especially the right to 
speak the truth. He prayed for Allah to protect them 
and bring progress into whatever they did. With that, 
Amadou Jogoh Sowe ended his testimony.

PERSONS MENTIONED BY WITNESS DURING 
TESTIMONY:

Unlawful interrogation, and unlawful search (of 
Amadou Jogoh Sowe in 2015)

Lamin Darboe, Basiru Sey, (first name not given) 
Baldeh 

Torture and detention incommunicado (of Amadou 
Jogoh Sowe, Saidou Sowe and Abbas Jarjue in 2015)

Basiru Sey, Lamin Darboe, (first name not given) 
Baldeh, Yankuba Badjie, Louis Mendy

Arbitrary arrest, unlawful interrogation, and arbitrary 
detention (of old Guinean man in 2015)

Lamin Darboe, Basiru Sey, (first name not given) 
Baldeh 
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WITNESS NAME: Seedy SANNEH

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 12th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The arbitrary arrest of the 
witness in 1995, his detention at the Serious Crime Unit 
at Police Headquarters in Banjul, torture at NIA, detention 
at Fajara Barracks, and the impact on the him and his 
family

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Not mentioned

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Unlawfully arrested, 
tortured and detained

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Driver, 
businessman

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

In 1995 Seedy Sanneh went to Dakar, Senegal with 
Alhaji Mamadi Sabally, Lamin Gassama, and Masanneh 
Saidykhan to attend a naming ceremony. After the naming 
ceremony the witness and his friends went to visit Saihou 
Sabally who served as vice president in President Dawda 
Jawara’s government. They spent the night together, and 
the next morning he and his colleagues parted ways.

The day after he returned home, he heard knocking on 
his door and was met by National Intelligence Agency, 
NIA, officer Batcho Bah who arrested him and took him 
to Mansakonko Police Station. At that point, they had not 
told the witness anything. At the police station, officer 
Mam Bojang told the witness to sit down. When the 
witness asked why he was being arrested, Mam Bojang 
did not give a clear answer and only told him that the 
orders were coming from the top. Seedy Sanneh spent 
the night at the police station. 

In the morning the head of the NIA at Mansakonko took 
the witness to river crossing point in Soma. Soon the 
friends he had travelled to Dakar with, Alhaji Mamadi 
Sabally, Masanneh Saidykhan, and Lamin Gassam, 
arrived in a small boat from the Farafenni side. They all 
got into the NIA agents’ car, and were taken directly to the 
Serious Crime Unit of the Police Headquarters in Banjul.
The NIA agent refused to stop for breakfast even though 
the witness clearly expressed his hunger to him, or even 
to Alhaji Mamadi Sabally to drop off his belongings at 
home. 

According to the witness the four men were detained 
at the Serious Crime Unit for two weeks. They were 
kept in a big empty room and had to lie down on the 
bare floor without beds nor blankets. After two weeks, 
he and his colleagues were taken to NIA headquarters 
around 7 pm. They were called into a room one by 
one, starting with a Lamin Gassama. Before he 
returned they called for Masanneh Saidykhan. Soon 
after he left, the witness heard someone screaming 
“You are killing me! You are killing me!” 

The witness was the next to be called He told the 
Commission he thought he would soon be killed. 
After being ordered to strip down to his underwear, 
he was taken to a man named Daba Marenah. He 
was made to stand in between two people as Daba 
Marenah clipped something to both his feet. 

Daba Marenah then plugged 
something into an electrical socket 
and the witness was electrocuted 

for quite some time. 
After leaving the torture room, Seedy Sanneh was 
taken to an agent with the surname Fatty who was in 
charge of taking the witness’ statement. He asked 
Seedy Sanneh if he had been to Dakar and if he 
knew Alhaji Yahya Ceesay. The witness replied in 
the affirmative to both these things, and explained 
he knew Alhaji Yahya Ceesay because he was his 
father and they are from the same village. Eventually 
the witness became frustrated with Fatty’s line 
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of questioning and asked him if there was something 
wrong with him going to Dakar. When Fatty replied no, he 
became even more frustrated and stated “if it is a crime, 
you should prepare banners or billboards and place them 
at junctions so that the routes or the roads that go towards 
Dakar so that nobody will go to Dakar. But somebody goes 
to Dakar, he come backs, you arrest, and you start asking 
him or telling him you have gone to Dakar. When you 
arrested me, you did not ask me anything except this”.

The witness’ other colleagues all gave their statements 
as well, and afterwards they were returned to the Police 
Headquarters in Banjul. 

They were detained there for another 
three months. During that time 

none of them were charged with any 
offenses, allowed to see their family, 

or given any legal representation.
One day around 2am, Seedy Sanneh continued, the 
detainees were ordered to board another white pick-up 
truck. The witness remembered he and his colleagues 
thought they were going to be killed. They were taken to 
Fajara Barracks where they were led into a warehouse 
building with only one door and no windows. In the 
warehouse there were no beds, and they all had to sleep 
on the floor, which was covered in small stones that made 
them really uncomfortable. The warehouse was smelly 
and infested with mosquitoes. Since they were taken 
at night, and the warehouse had no windows, they were 
not able to see the other inhabitants of the warehouse 
until daybreak when the witness recognised many people 
including MC Cham, Ousainou Njie, Omar OJ Jallow, Batch 
Samba Jallow, and Sainey Faye.

During his detention at Fajara Barracks the witness fell 
ill. His right leg was incredibly swollen, and he was sleep 
deprived because of the uncomfortable conditions. As he 
did not have anyone to advocate for him, MC Cham, who 
really sympathised with him, took the role. Apparently MC 
Cham approached the Head of Police FRI Jammeh and 
reprimanded him saying ““you brought people here and 
dumped them here. And among us here, there are people 

who are very sick, and they don’t have any medical 
attention.” Afterwards the witness and some of the 
other detainees were finally able to get medical 
attention at the Royal Victoria Teaching Hospital. 
However, he was not able to secure all the medicine 
he was prescribed. When the witness could not eat 
the rice they were served at Fajara Barracks MC 
Cham purchased some of his favourite foods. Seedy 
Sanneh stressed it was because of MC Cham he 
was able to receive medical treatment and meet his 
dietary needs during his detention. 

In fact, the witness continued, MC Cham continued 
helping him after they were released from detention. 
MC Cham would visit his family and help him take 
care of his ailing parents and his small children. 
The witness expressed his deep thanks for MC 
Cham’s generosity. He also expressed his gratitude 
towards Dr. Sambou, a doctor at Fajara Barracks who 
sympathized for the witness and really helped him. 
Whenever the witness was in pain, he would take him 
to the hospital and provide him with a bed and care 
for him until the pain decreased. The witness added 
that Dr. Sambou helped all of the detainees at Fajara 
Barracks.

Seedy Sanneh was detained at Fajara Barracks for 
six months, which when added to his time at the 
Police headquarters in Banjul, meant he had been 
detained for nine months in total. He said he was ill 
when he was released, and remains ill to this day. 
He blamed this on being electrocuted. He divulged 
that sometimes he feels hot flashes and cannot 
see. Despite going to different hospital, having many 
x-rays, and getting his eyes checked, and receiving 
several treatments, he still suffers from a lot of pain. 
While he does feel a bit stronger, his condition varies 
from day to day. In fact, when he was called to the 
Commission, he was very excited to come and narrate 
his ordeal, but his body was very weak. It was only 
at the insistence of his daughter’s husband whom 
he really respects, that the witness gathered the 
strength to come and testify before the Commission. 

In his concluding remarks Seedy Sanneh described 
the situation he and others were put in as a “hole”. 
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He explained that without the Commission no one 
would know about what happened to them. Before the 
Commission was established he tried to tell people about 
what happened to him, but many people thought he and 
other victims were liars. He said despite being thankful 
they were able to vote and install a new government after 
22 years, he is still tired and still suffering. They are not 
able to get any work, while the people who perpetrated 
that suffering are still driving private cars and roaming 
the country freely. 

Yahya Jammeh, he said, was not the 
only wicked person in The Gambia, 
and the fact that the people who 

assisted him are still free makes a 
mockery of the heartbreak and pain 
he and other victims had endured.

He urged educated Gambians and the government to 
ease the problems of victims who live in rural areas. The 
witness praised the Chair and prayed he could continue 
his good work. He expressed a strong belief that imams 
should be treated with respect and have established 
salaries as religious leaders. He also informed the 
Commission he knew of soldiers in Jarra who wanted to 
testify. He ended by praying that Allah allow peace to 
reign in The Gambia. 

PERSONS MENTIONED BY WITNESS DURING 
TESTIMONY:

Arbitrary arrest (of Seedy Sanneh in 1995)

Batcho Bah, Mam Bojang

Torture (of Seedy Sanneh in 1995)

Daba Marenah

Arbitrary detention (of Seedy Sanneh in 1995)

Mam Bojang, (first name not mentioned) Fatty, and FRI 
Jammeh
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WITNESS NAME: Omar FAAL

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 12th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Encounters the witness had with 
Abdou Deen and Alieu Jobe leading to his accusation of 
participating in the Ndure Cham coup plot, his arbitrary 
arrest, unlawful interrogation, arbitrary detention at Mile 
2 Prisons, torture at the NIA by members of the Junglers, 
conviction at Mile 2 prisons and the event leading to his 
release.

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Marabout

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Marabout, accused of 
participating in the Ndure Cham coup plot, convicted.

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Farmer, 
marabout

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Omar Faal began his testimony by explaining that he 
was a marabout. In 2006 he travelled to The Gambia 
from Senegal to visit a follower before she went back 
to England. While he was in The Gambia Abdou M Deen 
contacted him and told him a coup had been planned, 
but it was being foiled.  Upon hearing that, the witness 
immediately hung up the phone. Abdou Deen called again 
and the witness warned him “don’t call me on the phone 
to talk about a coup d’état.” Abdou Deen then came to 
the witness’ house and explained they were attempting a 
coup but it had been foiled and they wanted him to take 
Ndure Cham with him to Touba19, Senegal. The witness 
answered he could provide a charm which would enable 
him to leave this country without being arrested.  Abdou 
Deen called Alieu Bah, the former Accountant General, 

to secure his support. When they offered to pay, he 
informed them that he did not charge for his services.

The witness testified that he told the two men to wait 
until after 5 PM prayers to pick up the talisman. After 
the prayers Alieu Bah and Abdou M Deen arrived 
at the witnesses house and he instructed them to 
slaughter one ram and give all the meat to charity, 
and to bring another ram to his house that they 
would let go free “in the same way Ndure Cham will 
leave this country and no one will apprehend him if 
God wills.”

A few days later, Omar Faal continued, Abdou M Deen 
called and told him he was supposed to go to Guinea 
Bissau for a meeting, but he was afraid he would 
be arrested.  When he asked the witness to make a 
charm to prevent his arrest, the witness admonished 
him for not divulging he was a soldier. Abdou M Deen 
revealed that he had been at the office with Alieu 
Jobe, but since Alieu Jobe left he had not seen him. 
“If I do not leave today, it is possible that tomorrow 
I would be arrested.” They sat down for 30 minutes 
and the witness told Abdou M Deen the charities he 
needed to make to avoid being arrested. It worked, 
and Abdou M Deen called the witness to inform him 
he travelled safely.

However, the witness said, when Alieu Bah was 
arrested, his telephone was tapped and the last 
10 individuals he had called were to be arrested. 
During the previous meeting Alieu Jobe had asked 
the witness to make charms for the soldiers who had 
not yet been arrested. 

He wanted the witness to pray 
for them including Tumbul Tamba, 
Lang Tombong Tamba, and Musa 

Jammeh. He confided in the 
witness that those individuals were 

involved in the coup attempt.
Over the next weekend Omar Faal went to Gunjur 
for a naming ceremony. On the way home he spent 
the night in Kerr Serign While he was seeing to the 

19Touba in Senegal is a pilgrimage site for members of the Mouride brotherhood. 
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spiritual needs of the community, one of the people 
assembled cut in line and approached the witness. He 
told the witness to go with him, but the witness refused, 
as there were other people waiting for his services. The 
man responded, “you are an elderly person, that is why I 
do not want to embarrass you here” and then hinted there 
were others waiting for him outside. The witness agreed 
to go with him. He tried to stall and look for some charms 
he had stored in his bag, but he could not find the one 
he was looking for. 

The witness described how he was escorted into a vehicle 
where he was detained alongside Alieu Bah. The driver of 
the vehicle asked the witness for his mobile phone, and 
when the witness did not have it with him, they went to 
his house to find it. While there his wife then asked him 
where he was being taken. He told her he did not know, 
then was forced to leave his compound. Around 300 
metres from his house Omar Faal saw military pickups 
armed with big guns. He remembered hearing someone 
say “we have now the serign in custody.” 

Omar Faal was then taken to the National Intelligence 
Agency, NIA. As he was registered by an agent named 
Busso, they seized his belongings, including his mobile 
phone which had 500 pounds hidden in the case, which 
to this day he has not recovered. He was then taken 
upstairs to a room filled with more than 30 people 
including then Inspector General of the Police Ousman 
Sonko, Lang Tombong Tamba, Musa Jammeh, Foday 
Barry, Tumbul Tamba, and Momodou Hydara. The witness 
said it was strange to be interrogated by some of the 
same men who he had recently prayed on behalf of not 
to be arrested.

The witness recalled they began to ask him if he knew 
anything about the coup. He responded that he and 
Ndure Cham had never met face to face, and that he 
only knew Alieu Jobe and Abdou Deen. After prayer time 
Tumbul Tamba, frustrated that the witness had refused 
to speak, ordered the soldiers to point their guns at him. 
Momodou Hydara gave him rice, then teased it would 
be his last lunch. When the witness called him a liar 
Baba Saho got offended on his superior’s behalf. When 
the witness responded he would say the same even to 
President Yahya Jammeh, Baba Saho and Ousman Sonko 
then went up to the witness and slapped him. 

While all this was happening, the witness recalled 
seeing the head of Gambia Radio and Television 
Services, GRTS, Modou Sanyang. Modou Sanyang 
put a wooden plank with his name on it around the 
witness’s neck and told him they wanted him to go on 
television and confess to being part of the coup and 
ask for a pardon from Yahya Jammeh. The witness 
refused.

Moving on, Omar Faal testified that he was then 
taken to Mile 2 Prison where he was divested of his 
remaining belongings including his watch and his bag 
containing his charms. He remained there for a few 
days undisturbed until one night he was taken from 
his cell by Omar Colley, he believed on the orders 
of Lang Tombong Tamba, and a group of men with 
balaclavas. The witness and MC Cham were taken 
to the same vehicle where they were handcuffed and 
plastic bags were put over their heads. Thankfully, 
the witness was able to bite a hole in his without 
them noticing so he could breathe. After driving them 
around for a while, they parked the car, and MC Cham 
was dragged off the vehicle. He said they initially 
confused MC Cham for him, and started attacking 
him, but after MC Cham revealed his identity, they 
dragged the witness down and began assaulting him. 

He told the Commission that seven 
Junglers beat the witness, then 

when they were done, seven more 
would replace them. Whilst beating 
him, they would ask him questions 

about the coup. 
The witness could not see them, but he could hear 
their names. Malick Jatta, who the witness described 
as being extremely intoxicated, took a knife and 
shaved the witness’ beard which he had been 
growing for over 30 years. The witness said he cried 
because the beard was a key part of his identity as 
a Muslim and shaving it felt like an attack on his 
religious beliefs. Malick Jatta then took the knife 
and threatened to slaughter him. At first Omar Faal 
thought he was joking, but after Malick Jatta stabbed 
him in the arm, realised he was being serious.
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After the stabbing, Omar Faal continued, Sanna Manjang 
cut the witness’ ear with a razor blade. Then a Jungler 
named Ismaila Jammeh placed the witness’ foot on a 
brick and begin cutting it with a knife. Alagie Martin thrust 
more plastic bags over the witness’ head and hit him 
over the head with a hammer, which caused the witness 
to faint. The Junglers, thinking he was dead started to 
move his body, when he came to.  He was returned to 
the vehicle with Mariama Denton, who was so weak they 
thought she was dead.

Moving on, the witness told the Commission he stayed at 
Mile 2 for two weeks without any incident. During his time 
there he saw many people who were arrested in regard to 
the same case. 

The witness informed the Commission 
that Wassa Camara had been 

beaten terribly, Pierre Mendy was 
electrocuted four times, Bunja Darboe 

suffered a broken hand, and Faring 
Sanyang had two broken teeth. 

Another man named Sheriff Dibba was 
so terrified that he made himself sick.
Omar Faal was eventually prosecuted and sentenced to 
10 years in prison. He served nine years four months 
and 15 days of that sentence. While serving a sentence, 
he became close to Pierre Mendy. The witness fasted 
for three years and Pierre Mendy was the one who would 
prepare his food every evening. Pierre Mendy’s situation 
in prison was very critical. They wanted him to die there. 
Pierre Mendy showed the witness his wounds from his 
electrocutions and it was so bad the witness cried upon 
seeing them. Even though Pierre Mendy was a Christian 
he begged the witness for spiritual assistance and the 
witness prayed for Pierre Mendy not to be taken away 
that night.

The witness testified that the conditions of Mile 2 Prison 
were terrible and that he would not wish them on his 
worst enemy. The food they were served would not even 
be given to a dog to eat. While the witness was in prison, 

Abdoulaye Wade20 gave Yahya Jammeh 14 million 
dalasi for the prisoners release. Yahya Jammeh 
apparently promised to release them after the African 
Union summit but did not see through his promise at 
that time. Eventually the witness was pardoned after 
serving most of his sentence.

In his final remarks Omar Faal thanked Allah for 
allowing him to leave the prison. He saw that while 
he was in jail his life fell apart. He had to sell his 
compound and his children were no longer able to go 
to school. He urged Gambians to stop being afraid 
and expressed his fear of Adama Barrow turning into 
the next Yahya Jammeh because of enablers. Omar 
Faal stated Gambians all share the same mother 
and father and should protect and forgive each other. 
With that he ended his testimony.

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Unlawful interrogation and obtaining false statement 
or confession (of Omar Faal in 2006)

Ousman Sonko, Lang Tombong Tamba, Musa 
Jammeh, Foday Barry, Tumbul Tamba, Momodou 
Hydara, and Modou Sanyang 

Torture (of Omar Faal in 2006)

Baba Saho, Ousman Sonko, Malick Jatta, Sanna 
Manjang, Ismaila Jammeh, and Alagie Martin 

Arbitrary detention (of Omar Faal in 2006)

Omar Colley, Lang Tombong Tamba, Busso

20The Senegalese President in 2006. 
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Rapper Ali Cham, known by stage name “Killa Ace” released a song critical of the regime in June 2015. The same 
day, he told reporters at the time,his family began receiving inquiries about his whereabouts from the NIA. A month 
later he fled to Senegal.
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WITNESS NAME: Lamin JAMMEH

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 16th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Corruption at the Brikama Area 
Council; the witness’ arbitrary detention incommunicado 
at the NIA in 2006; witnessing torture at the NIA; his 
subsequent court cases

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Development Officer, 
Chief Executive Officer of the Brikama Area Council

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Whistle-blower for 
corruption at the Brikama Area Council, arbitrarily 
dismissed and detained at the NIA 

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Private 
architecture consultant

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Lamin Jammeh began his testimony by explaining he is an 
architect and structural engineer who currently runs his 
own private consultancy. He gained a merit scholarship 
to Armitage High School, after which he was employed in 
the Community Development Department, CDD. Over the 
next decade he rose the ranks of the CDD and completed 
a number of courses in The Gambia and overseas in 
building construction, project management, and large-
scale urban development. As a result of this training he 
was hired as a development officer at the Brikama Area 
Council, BAC, in 1999. Then in 2005, in the aftermath of 
the Paul Commission21, Bala Musa Cham was dismissed 
as Chief Executive Officer, CEO, of the BAC, and the 
witness was appointed in his stead. 

The Paul Commission, the witness explained, was 
charged with evaluating the assets of public officers. 
At the BAC the investigators unearthed evidence that 
revenue income from sand mining was missing from the 
official ledger. While officially the BAC was not receiving 
income from sand mining, in reality, the witness charged, 
there was a whole system established to tax the activity 
for the benefit of a select few. Indeed, every truckload 
of sand leaving the mines was recorded in a separate 
receipt book that was not printed on official stationary. 
Under normal circumstances the revenue collector, who 
the witness identified at the time as Papa Tamba, was 
supposed to deposit the money directly in the bank as 

opposed to with an individual or specific office in 
order to reduce opportunities for it to be tampered 
with. 

However, Lamin Jammeh continued, money from sand 
mining was taken to finance director Fafa Kuyateh 
and divided between the geology department, which 
was under the President’s office, and the BAC. He 
later recalled that the first annual income from sand 
mining was around 4.5 million dalasi. The witness 
later testified that 45% of the money was passed 
to the geology department and 10% to the revenue 
collector. He alluded to a time when Papa Tamba did 
not receive his cut and exposed how the executive, 
the CEO, and the Director of Finance were working 
with the President’s office through the geology unit to 
defraud the BAC. Moving on, he told the Commission 
he first discovered the scam when, as a development 
officer, he conducted his own audit of the BAC which 
found at least 25 million dalasi was being smuggled 
through the system in projects that were not being 
included in their budgeting sessions. 

The witness later testified that he wrote a letter to 
the Ministry of Local Government and Lands in 2001 
explaining the irregularities he had found at the BAC. 
He claimed he copied the President, the Inspector 
General of Police, IGP, the Ombudsman, and the 
Director General of the National Intelligence Agency, 
NIA, Abdoulie Kujabi in the letter. When asked why he 
sent it to the NIA, he replied, “at the time the NIA were 
more powerful than the police.” He later cited other 
letters sent in 2003 and 2005, as well as a rejoinder 
in 2007 that mirrors the contents of the 2001 letter. 
None of his petitions received a response.

21The Paul Commission of Enquiry into affairs of Public Officials was sworn in July 2004 and tasked with investigating 
corruption among public official between 1994 and 2004. Few of those found guilty faced any consequences.



|52

The Counsel then asked Lamin Jammeh about his 
termination as CEO of the BAC. He explained that on 
13th February 2006 the Chairman of the BAC, Ahmed 
Gibril Jassey, barged into his office and told him that 
Director General of the NIA Daba Marenah wanted to 
see him. The Chairman and the witness went to the NIA 
headquarters and found Daba Marenah in his office. 
Daba Marneah confirmed that he received the witness’ 
most recent letter, but refused to say more, explaining 
he had been called by State House and was directing 
them to the Permanent Secretary at the Ministry of Local 
Government and Lands who was waiting for them at the 
quadrangle.  

According to the witness, Director of Operations Demba 
Sowe escorted Ahmed Gibril Jassey and him to the 
quadrangle where Permanent Secretary Abdoulie 
Manneh handed them two separate letters. When the 
witness opened his, he found he was being dismissed 
as CEO of the BAC without any reason being given. In 
his place they were reappointing Bala Musa Cham, who 
had just been ousted the previous year for the financial 
impropriety around sand mining that was exposed by 
the Paul Commission. When the witness asked the 
Permanent Secretary where he was receiving his orders 
from, he apparently responded that the order originated 
with him. The witness explained this was not plausible 
considering the wording of the dismissal letter as well 
as the fact they had initially passed through the NIA. In 
his estimation, the orders had to be coming from the 
President’s office.

Furthermore, Lamin Jammeh continued, it appeared the 
conspiracy to terminate him and reappoint Bala Musa 
Cham was actually hatched back in early December 2005. 
After the first plan did not work, the plotters engaged the 
NIA in February 2006. 

The witness restated his conviction 
that President Yahya Jammeh was 

using the NIA to reinstate Bala Musa 
Cham to facilitate fraud at the BAC 
that was enriching the President.

After receiving their letters at the quadrangle, the 
witness continued, he and Ahmed Gibril Jassey 
were taken back to the NIA office and detained. He 
testified Daba Marenah told him that they would have 
to stay at the NIA until State House confirmed they 
could be released. 

After the break Lamin Jammeh described how during 
their detention they were kept upstairs in a conference 
room with sofa chairs, a table, air conditioning, and 
a toilet facility. He stated that while the material 
conditions of his detention were more comfortable 
than most people detained at the NIA, he was also 
detained incommunicado and not allowed to see 
his family or a lawyer. When he made inquiries, he 
was told there were not any charges against him. 
They were simply acting on orders from the State 
House. He indicated he was never presented with 
a lawful order for his detention at the NIA. While the 
Commissioner of the BAC Abdou Badjie was released 
after three nights, the witness said he and Ahmed 
Gibril Jassey spent a month in detention. 

During this time, he said, he tried 
to stay brave and prayed for god to 
protect him. “I will not fear anyone, 

I only fear god in doing my job 
correctly” he later testified.

During his month at the NIA, the witness continued, 
Deputy Operations Manager at the NIA Baboucarr 
Jallow invited the witness and the Chairperson to his 
office. He apparently told them he wanted to launch 
an investigation into their petition, and asked for 
a list of people to contact at the BAC. After some 
back and forth, Baboucarr Jallow invited the then 
Director of Finance at the BAC Fafa Kuyateh to the 
NIA, and in the presence of the witness asked if he 
had any knowledge of the missing ledger book which 
recorded unauthorised revenue not included in the 
formal budget of the BAC. While Fafa Kuyateh was in 
the witness’ presence, he claimed, the then Director 
of Finance replied in the negative. 
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Lamin Jammeh narrated that Baboucarr Jallow then took 
Fafa Kuyateh to another room where the witness could 
not see what was transpiring. After a little while, the 
witness said, he heard three loud screams. He said he 
suspected Fafa Kuyateh was electrocuted because he 
did not hear any slapping or beating. After the two men 
exited the room Baboucarr Jallow told the witness that 
they now knew where the missing ledger book was, and 
would need to call the secretaries and consult with the 
councillors and the senior revenue collector at the BAC. 
The secretaries were called to the NIA headquarters. 
According to the witness, one of them arrived with their 
nursing baby. The witness said he told Baboucarr Jallow 
to let the secretaries go home and visit the scene himself 
to collect the ledger book.

The ledger book was subsequently found under the carpet 
in the reception area of the BAC. The witness confirmed 
that it was not standard procedure to keep files under 
the carpet, and that he suspected it was kept there to 
hide their activities. When he finally got to examine the 
ledger book, he found that the accounts had never been 
reconciled at the end of the financial calendar to project 
income and expenditure. Everything in the book, he said 
was “ghost budgeting.” He attested this was likely a 
deliberate act by the financial director at the BAC to hide 
the truth. 

The Counsel then sought to move from the ledger book 
onto the issue of human rights violations that occurred. 
She summed up the violation of the witness’ rights to 
liberty and due procedure as well as the accusations of 
maltreatment of Fafa Kuyateh. Lamin Jammeh added that 
some of the secretaries and officials at the BAC were 
kept at the NIA headquarters from morning evening, but 
aside from himself and the Chairperson, none spent the 
night. The witness also revealed when he was released 
from the NIA, he saw his cousin detained in a cell, 
adjacent to the office of Demba Sowe, with a swollen 
face and lacerations on his back. His cousin asked for 
help, saying that he had gotten caught up in a land deal. 
Which the witness agreed was not the remit of the NIA. 

Lamin Jammeh told the Commission that the NIA was 
in commotion the morning he was released. As his taxi 
passed Denton Bridge, he noticed more soldiers than 

usual milling around. When he asked the driver why, 
the driver replied that there had been an aborted 
coup, which explained all the movement at the NIA 
that morning. The witness confirmed this was Ndure 
Cham’s aborted coup, and that he was likely released 
that morning because the NIA “had bigger fish to fry.”

After laughing over how to translate “bigger fish to fry” 
in Mandinka, the witness claimed that he later went 
back to the NIA to ascertain whether any charges 
had been filed against him. After the acting director 
Bo Baaji told the witness there was no record of 
his detention, the witness contacted his lawyer and 
told him he wanted to pursue the matter because 
his human rights had been violated. The matter was 
taken to the High Court in March 2007. The state 
appealed the matter to the Court of Appeal, where 
there was a stay of proceedings that has obstructed 
the case to this day.

Moving on, Lamin Jammeh said that around one year 
after his ordeal he was invited to deliver a lecture in 
Liverpool, UK. However, on the day of his departure 
he found a police guard at his gate who told him 
he was wanted at Banjul Police Station. He boarded 
the police vehicle with his son and they drove first to 
Brikama Police Station before heading to Banjul. At 
the Banjul Police Station Sergeant Bah initially told 
the witness they had no record of his name, but after 
he called the station officer, the Sergeant informed 
the witness he had to keep him there until Monday. 

The witness told the Commission 
he ended up spending six nights 

in a cramped cell with 12 
other people. 

In the cell he met a man named Ansumana Jammeh 
who had been there for one year and seven months 
for allegedly planting a juju in Yahya Jammeh’s garden. 
He was also imprisoned alongside Ebou Jarju22, who 
was a steward to President Yahya Jammeh and was 
detained incommunicado for almost 8 months for 
allegedly trying to poison the President. 

22See TRRC Digest Edition 12 pages 83 – 92.
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Finally, after almost a week in the cell, the witness said, 
he was escorted upstairs to the serious crimes unit 
where he was shown one of the petitions he had written 
to the President and his submission at the High Court 
claiming unlawful termination, unlawful detention, and 
unlawful arrest. Inspector Sanyang, under the command 
of Numo Kujabi, was asked to interrogate the witness, 
but the witness said he told him nothing. 

Lamin Jammeh said he was later charged with giving false 
information to a public officer. When he tried to call his 
lawyer, he said, Ensa Badjie denied him bail. It was not 
until former Deputy IGP Gaye and Commissioner Jammeh 
Conteh met with the commissioner of prosecutions in the 
police force Yankuba Sonko, that he was taken to court 
and released on bail. He was arraigned before Camara at 
Banjul Magistrate Court, where it was revealed the false 
information he was alleged to have given was the 2007 
petition he wrote about corruption at the BAC. 

However, in his next hearings the case was passed from 
magistrate to magistrate. The witness said he believed 
they were wasting his time and trying to punish him 
for writing the petition. He thus asked his lawyer to file 
another suit demanding a refund of the 22,000 dalasi 
he lost on the airline ticket when he was detained at 
Banjul Police Headquarters while he was supposed to 
be in Liverpool as well as 750,000 dalasi in damages. 
The motion was subsequently dismissed because the 
witness absconded the jurisdiction. 

Lamin Jammeh explained that he ended up fleeing the 
Gambia because he felt his human rights had been 
violated and the courts were abusing him. “There was no 
justice in The Gambia at the time.” The Counsel brought 
up that he had been out on bail when he fled the country, 
and he relayed how his daughter, who had provided her 
ID card for his bail, was warned to pay 25,000 dalasi or 
she too would be detained. His daughter paid the money 
and secured an American visa. In December 2008 his 
son, Sheriff Jammeh, who was 14 at the time, was put 
under surveillance and later detained at the Banjul Police 
Station for three days then the NIA for five days. 

According to the witness, his 
teenage son was tortured at the 
NIA in an attempt to discover his 

whereabouts. “It was inhumane,” he 
told the Commission. After his son 
was released he took the backway23 

and is currently in Germany. 
When asked the impact on these events on him and 
his family, the witness spoke to how his children 
were maltreated and he was deprived of having a 
proper relationship with his family. When he fled 
he left a seven-month-old child. Later in 2009 he 
learnt that another son who was in grade 5 at the 
time had passed away. His wife, who he described 
as his best friend, requested divorce. A few months 
after he remarried, his new wife, upon finding out 
about his quarrel with President Yahya Jammeh, also 
demanded a divorce. 

It was not until December 2017 that the witness 
finally returned to The Gambia. The witness pursued 
his case with the new government while he opened 
his consultancy businesses, but he said he had yet 
to receive adequate compensation from the state 
or through the courts. The Counsel thus ended 
her questioning and turned the witness over to the 
Commissioners.

After the Chair confirmed that the witness’ son Sheriff 
Jammeh was a minor when he was tortured, Imam 
Jallow asked the witness if he had any advice on how 
to ensure money collected by the area counsels was 
used for the wellbeing of the people. The witness 
then went on a long diatribe about how while The 
Gambia has human rights laws in the books, they were 
rarely implemented and indeed the bureaucracy was 
often used to strangle complaints before restitution 
is served. He said that civil servants and people in 
the security services all the way down to the traffic 
police must be made aware of human rights laws. He 
claimed that corruption remains at the area council 
and urged for the government to conduct a review. 

23Colloquial phrase for Gambian irregular migration to Europe.
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Decentralisation has not really been implemented due to 
self-interest. Without the people holding power, he said, 
there will be no development. 

In his closing remarks the witness thanked the 
Commissioners for their efforts, and told them they still 
had a lot of work to do. He revealed that he had been a 
member of the Constitutional Review Commission, CRC24. 
He said that between the CRC, the Janneh Commission25 
and the TRRC, the latter was the best. He then apologised 
to the Gambian people for his initial support of Yahya 
Jammeh decades ago, his role in the establishment of 
the July 22 movement26, and his service as chairperson 
of Alliance for Patriotic Reorientation and Construction, 
APRC27, Sukuta and Vice Chair of APRC Kombo North. He 
also urged the current President and the Vice President 
to testify before the TRRC about their struggles during 
the Jammeh era. He said government had to be more 
accountable to the people. 

Lamin Jammeh urged Gambians to not allow themselves 
to be bribed by politicians. He said the Janneh Commission 
had finished its work, but the people had yet to see the 
results. He pointed out that the draft constitution had 
been gutted by parliament. “All that remains is the TRRC” 
he concluded. He urged the Commissioners to stand 
their ground and ensure that their recommendations be 
taken seriously by the government. He suggested they 
ask for another extension of at least a year to hear more 
testimonies.  

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary Dismissal (of Lamin Jammeh and Ahmed Gibril 
Jassey)

Aboulie Manneh and Yahya Jammeh

Arbitrary detention incommunicado (of Lamin Jammeh 
and Ahmed Gibril Jassey)

Daba Marenah

Torture (of Fafa Kuyateh)

Baboucarr Jallow

Arbitrary detention (of witness)

Sergeant Bah

He saved his final 
remarks for current 

President Adama Barrow. 
“Let him not joke with 
this Commission,” he 

said. “There will be no 
peace without justice and 
there is no justice without 

peace.” He lamented 
what happened to the 

Janneh Commission and 
the Constitutional Review, 
and ended by hoping the 
same fate does not befall 

the TRRC.

24The Constitutional Review Commission drafted a new constitution, which was rejected by the National Assembly in 
September 2020. 
25The Janneh Commission investigated the financial wrongdoings of former President Yahya Jammeh.
26Youth movement loyal to former President Yahya Jammeh.
27The political party founded by Yahya Jammeh in 1996.
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WITNESS NAME: Alhaji Kebba KANYI

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 16th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The torture of the witness 
(then a minor) by the Junglers in connection with the 
Freedom Newspaper, his arbitrary detention and unlawful 
interrogation at the NIA, the impact the experience has 
had on him

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): High school student

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Accused of being an 
informant, tortured and arbitrarily detained

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Electrical 
engineer

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

When Alhaji Kebba Kanyi was 15, he received a phone 
call. The person on the line did not identify themselves by 
name but asked for Alhaji Kebba Kanyi by his nickname, 
Baba. This person told the witness he had a package that 
had been sent for him from his brother in Maryland, USA. 
Since the person on the phone identified the witness by 
his nickname, and the witness was actually expecting a 
package from his brother, he did not suspect anything. 
That person told him to meet at Palma Rima Hotel. It was 
late but the person on the phone made it sound urgent, 
so Alhaji Kebba Kanyi convinced his father to take him to 
pick up his package.

The witness told the Commission he knew something 
was amiss the moment they approached the hotel four 
men dressed in all black were standing by a tinted car 
with no license plate were standing by the gate. As his 
father pulled into Palma Rima Hotel, they stopped the 

vehicle and one the men went to his father’s side 
of the car and told him he was with the National 
Intelligence Agency, NIA, and they were conducting 
an investigation. When asked if the witness, who was 
sitting in the passenger seat, was called Baba, the 
witnessidentified himself and was taken away. Alhaji 
Kebba Kanyi revealed that his father later confessed 
that he was well aware of who Junglers were, and to 
have to decide whether to resist and risk something 
happening, or let his 15-year-old son be taken away, 
was the hardest thing he ever had to do. His father 
did his best to follow the vehicle for a while, but by 
the time they had reached Denton Bridge he had 
gotten turned around.

After dragging him into their car, the Junglers 
sandwiched him in the backseat of their car and 
began pummelling him. Upon entering the vehicle, 
Alhaji Kebba Kanyi  testified, he was terrified. He had 
heard the rumours about the Junglers and knew they 
were notorious for carrying out executions, torturing 
people, and making people disappear. When he got 
in the car, that night he was convinced he would 
reach the same fate. He thought he was going to die.

According to the witness, the 
Junglers spent the 30 minute drive 
from the hotel to NIA Headquarters 

inflicting countless blows to his 
body. He said they tortured him like 

they would have an adult. 
While they beat him, the Junglers asked him what 
political party his parents were affiliated with, where 
his family was from, what political party he supported, 
and if he was working with Freedom Newspaper28. 
After asking him those questions, they would slap 
him and tell him to shut up when he tried to answer. 
By the time they reached the NIA compound, his eyes 
were bleeding along with his whole face, mouth and 
nose. Alhaji Kebba Kanyi was only 15 and had no 
idea what was going to happen to him.

At the NIA, they slapped him around while walking 
him to a cell. They took him to a place that was filled 

28Freedom Newspaper is an online newspaper founded by Pa Nderry Mbai based in North Carolina, USA. 
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with lots of people in their own cells. It was extremely 
bright, so you could not tell what time of day it was, and 
they were bottles all over the place filled with urine. Alhaji 
Kebba Kanyi’s cell was completely bare. There were no 
chairs and nowhere to sleep. Alhaji Kebba Kanyi recalled 
being in so much pain he could not fall asleep. He was 
covered in blood and stayed awake until morning. Alhaji 
Kebba Kanyi was not allowed any medical attention, any 
legal services, or to speak to his parents even though 
he was underage. Thankfully, even though he was not 
allowed contact with his parents, a security guard helped 
him send a message to them telling them where he was.

Alhaji Kebba Kanyi was brought in for questioning the 
next day. 

It was no secret he had been tortured 
the day before; all the injuries on his 
face were visible. None the less the 

interrogators jumped right in, 
treating him no differently than 

they would an adult. 
When the questioning began, they asked him the same 
type of questions the Junglers asked him the night 
before. They were especially curious about his affiliation 
with Freedom Newspaper. He explained to them he had 
overheard his mother speaking about it one day and 
thought to check it out. He opened up the website and 
there was an option for him to create an account and 
he did so without thinking. On that account he used 
his nickname Baba, which is the same nickname the 
Junglers used to lure him to Palma Rima Hotel the night 
before. He further explained to them, that he only used 
the site that day. He only checked the news and logged 
off. The interrogators kept suggesting he was working 
with foreign nationals against Yahya Jmmeh’s government 
and kept calling him a computer hacker. Alhaji Kebba 
Kanyi recounted that his interrogators were intoxicated. 
He could smell the alcohol on them, and their behaviour 
was erratic.

The interrogators were not satisfied with Alhaji Kebba 
Kanyi’s answers and they threatened to electrocute 

him. Although, they did not hold true to that threat, 
they instead beat him with the electric wires. They 
tortured him in that way until they finished asking 
their questions. 

Eventually, something he said must 
have convinced them that there was 
no way a 15-year-old boy could be 
a hacker against the government, 
nor did he have knowledge of any 
secret government information.

Alhaji Kebba Kanyi stayed overnight at the NIA, 
and the next day his parents came to pick him 
up. After the NIA agents realised it was all a big 
misunderstanding, their attitude changed towards 
him. Before his release they were nicer to him and 
even encouraged him to stay in school. Alhaji Kebba 
Kanyi revealed to the Commission that he thought 
his troubles were over the day he was able to walk 
out of the NIA office with his life, but that was just the 
start of his struggles. 

After the incident he was terrified of 
being kidnapped again and suffered 

from anxiety and depression. 
“I couldn’t concentrate in school for 
weeks” he said, “fearing that they 

would come back for me.” 
He was extremely traumatised 

by the ordeal.
Afterwards, a family friend who came to their home 
under false pretences wrote about what happened 
to him for a local newspaper without his consent. 
Thankfully, Alhaji Kebba Kanyi ‘s father was able to 
get a retraction printed. The witness explained he 
could not imagine how having their son arrested, 
tortured, and detained by the NIA must have felt. 
They did their best to deal with the aftermath and 
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tried to make sure Alhaji Kebba Kanyi was OK. They 
took him on vacation and spent time with him, but Alhaji 
Kebba Kanyi still suffered a long journey with depression 
and anxiety as a result.

Alhaji Kebba Kanyi said while he had been in Gambia 
while the TRRC was occurring, he did not give his 
statement, because he believed there were people who 
had worse things that happen to them. A lot of people 
lost their lives, and he felt being tortured and released 
as a 15-year-old was not enough for him to come forward. 
Eventually, he decided it would be a good idea to tell his 
story regardless and decided to give his testimony over 
video call while he was in America.

In his closing remarks, Alhaji Kebba Kanyi expressed his 
disappointment that his torturers were Gambian. 

The very people meant to protect and 
help him, were the people who put him 

through the worst ordeal of his life. 
He stressed that he decided to come forward with his 
story because he wanted to give another perspective 
on what happened in the NIA at that time. He hoped to 
ensure that Gambia would only ever need one TRRC. Alhaji 
Kebba Kanyi emphasised the importance of following the 
constitution and implementing institutions to make sure 
no one person is ever given unlimited power. He prayed 
“future 15-year-old, Gambian 15-year-old the only thing 
they need to worry about is great things, great companies 
they are going to build and not worry about what Jungler 
is going to take them away and torture them.” He thanked 
and ended his testimony.

PERSONS MENTIONED BY WITNESS DURING 
TESTIMONY:

None

The witness told the 
Commission he knew 
something was amiss 

the moment they 
approached the hotel 
and four men dressed 

in all black were 
standing by a tinted 
car with no license 

plate were standing by 
the gate.
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The witness agreed with the Lead Counsel’s assertion 
that launching a coup was “the most heinous crime,” 
and “the worst crime a soldier can commit.” However, 
at the time, he claimed, he did not focus on the fact 
this was an unlawful act. Instead he understood 
himself to be protecting the sovereignty – which he 
said lies in the hands of the people - of The Gambia. 
He reasoned that the abuses the government 
of the day meted out on the population (he listed 
extrajudicial killings, disappearances, unlawful 
detentions and arrests) were also a gross violation 
of the constitution. He confirmed that at the time he 
believed it was his responsibility to judge whether 
the government was good or bad and to remove it or 
not.  However, when asked point blank by the Lead 
Counsel, the witness testified he no longer held 
these views. 

Moving back to his narration, Wassa Camara told the 
Commission that he first met with Ndure Cham one 
on one to discuss the coup in Yundum Barracks. He 
later said he only met him one other time, at his 
residence in Bakau. According to the witness, after 
giving his pitch, the then CDS informed him that they 
had the support of Capitan Yahya Darboe who was 
the adjutant in the infantry battalion. He specified 
that the adjutant assists the commanding officer with 
their routine and administration issues and serves 
and their voice and pen, which he agreed was a very 
powerful position. 

Ndure Cham apparently also told the witness said 
they had the support of then Warrant Officer Class 
One Alpha Bah in the Republican Guards Battalion 

WITNESS NAME: Wassa CAMARA

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 17th November 202029

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: His role in the 2006 coup 
attempt and subsequent arrest, detention and torture.

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Capitan in the 
Gambia National Army, serving as head of military police.

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Accused of being a part 
of the 2006 coup attempt, tortured, and subjected to 
false confession and unfair trial.

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Major in the 
Gambian Armed Forces

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Wassa Camara began his testimony by briefly outlining 
his formal education, which ended in 1992 after high 
school when he enlisted in the gendarmerie. After the 
22nd July 1994 coup he went into the army and rose 
up the ranks, reaching the position of Capitan in 2005. 
The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to tell the 
Commission about the aborted coup of 2006.

The witness told the Commission that in March 2006 he 
was the head of the military police that were in charge of 
enforcing discipline within the armed forces. In the event 
of a coup d’etat, he confirmed, this was the unit that would 
be responsible for arresting officers who participated. 
However, he testified, in 2006, while he was in that role, 
he was recruited by then Chief of Defence Staff, CDS, 
Ndure Cham to participate in a coup. Apparently, Ndure 
Cham approached the witness explaining that, under then 
President Yahya Jammeh, rampant corruption, lack of 
rule of law, abuse of governmental systems, and growing 
tribalism were ruining the country. 

Ndure Cham, claiming he had support in the military, 
the cabinet, and internationally, apparently told Wassa 
Camara it was the right moment to “effect change within 
the country.” The witness confirmed that he understood 
that Ndure Cham was proposing they replace Yahya 
Jammeh’s government. He agreed to join what he called 
“the crusade,” saying that he agreed with Ndure Cham 
about the “rampant corruption, poor governance and 
tribal sentiment.”

29Wassa Camara testified before the Commission on 25th September 2019 about his role in suppressing the 10/11 
April 2000 Student Protests. See TRRC Digest Edition 8, pages 76 – 83.
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On the evening of Tuesday the 21st March 2006, 
while President Yahya Jammeh was in Mauritania, 
Wassa Camara narrated, Capitan Yahya Darboe 
came to his house and asked if he was ready. After 
the Isha prayer they piled into a car. As Yahya Darboe 
went to secure the airport, the witness stopped 
him, saying first they should go to the satellite 
earth station to see if the information given was 
correct or not. They travelled separately to Abuko. 
After meeting in the parking lot, the witness went 
into the station and soldiers there directed him to 
the office of Mr Njie. However, it being later in the 
evening, Mr Njie had already gone home. He went 
to the parking lot to discuss with Yahya Darboe, and 
after a brief discussion, the witness went back to the 
station and asked to see the person responsible for 
communications. Through this individual he was able 
to call Mr Njie. After identifying himself, the witness 
told Mr Njie he was there to collect “something” 
from him. He told the Commission he did not want 
to reveal it was specifically the fuses in front of the 
commanding officer at the station. Mr Njie told him 
he did not have anything for him. The witness then 
returned to the parking lot and told Yahya Darboe 
“I don’t think there is anything in this coup that was 
based on truth.” 

While they were talking in the parking lot they saw 
a flight land at Banjul International Airport. Yahya 
Darboe said it was Yahya Jammeh. The two men 
agreed to go to their respective positions. On his way 
to the barracks he received a call that all military 
police personnel should report to work that night. 
He changed course and went straight to the military 
police station at Yundum. He was also told that 
Lang Tombong Tamba had ordered them to deploy to 
strategic locations, there were allegations there was a 
coup d’etat in progress, and that Ndure Cham should 
be arrested on sight. Based on this information, he 
followed Lang Tombong Tamba’s order (despite the 
fact, the Lead Counsel pointed out, that a deputy was 
ordering for the arrest of his superior), and used his 
own vehicle to drop military police at checkpoints.

at Faraba Barracks. He clarified that the warrant officer 
position was similar to the adjutant in that they were 
responsible for the routines of the battalion and served 
as the connection between the men and the commanding 
officer of the unit. 

Lastly, Wassa Camara testified Ndure Cham also 
said he had support from Lieutenant Ebou Lowe as 
well as Sergeant Manlafi Corr both in the state guard 
battalion, who were responsible for guarding the State 
House. He later also named Lang Tombong Tamba and 
Peter Singhateh being mentioned by the then CDS. He 
explained that Ndure Cham did not mention the names of 
any specific ministers, but claimed that most supported 
the coup. He confirmed that Ndure Cham also did not 
mention the names of anyone who worked at the National 
Intelligence Agency, NIA. 

Moving onto the operational plans for the coup, the 
witness explained that the infantry battalion under the 
command of Yahya Darboe would be responsible for 
securing the airport and ensuring no one either took off 
or landed. Meanwhile the state guard’s battalion would 
ensure no one came or left from the State House. After 
securing these two locations, his unit, the military police, 
would be in charge of arresting a slew of people, including 
Edward Singhateh. He later added that he was given the 
task of going to the satellite earth station in Abuko and 
speak with a Mr Njie, who would give him the fuses from 
the communications lines, thus barring international and 
local calls.

When the Lead Counsel pointed out it was ironic that, 
considering they are brothers, Peter Singhateh was 
a part of the coup and Edward Singhateh was among 
those to be arrested, the witness said the instruction 
to arrested Edward Singhateh came after Ndure Cham 
believed that Peter Singhateh and Lang Tombong Tamba 
no longer supported the coup. This split, he said, came 
from a difference of opinion on who would lead the 
country after the coup. According to what the witness 
told the Commission, Ndure Cham wanted to set up a 
civilian government while Lang Tambong Tamba and Peter 
Singhateh did not. The witness said he later learned that 
Ndure Cham had intended Alieu Jobe to take over during 
the transition. 
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The witness restated that there was 
no warrant for his arrest, he was 
not brought before a magistrate, 

he was not given access to a 
lawyer, nor was he afforded a call 

to his family to tell them 
his whereabouts. 

The witness told the Commission he was taken to 
block five where Omar Colley pushed him into a dark 
cell and the door slammed behind him. He groped 
around the in the dark until he found a piece of 
cloth and the raised concrete slab that was meant 
to be his bed. The first time he was removed from 
the prison, he continued, it was at night. He heard 
a noise outside his cell, the door was opened, and 
Omar Colley called his name. 

As he stepped through the door 
he was asked to put his hands 
behind his back. He was then 

taken to the conference hall where 
a small black bag made of cloth 
was placed over his head and he 

was helped into a waiting vehicle. 
He testified that Omar Colley was 
present throughout this procedure.

Wassa Camara narrated how he was then disembarked 
from the vehicle at what he later realized was the 
NIA complex. At the reception centre he overheard 
someone saying that the panel had been set. He 
described the building as being “saturated with 
soldiers and weapons.” He was taken upstairs to a 
conference room with single chair on one side of the 
room flanked by chairs that were facing the entrance 
of the door. He sat in the single chair, “then the 
questions started raining.”

As Wassa Camara passed through the main entrance 
to Yundum Barracks, he told the Commission, he was 
greeted by another vehicle opposite him with their brights 
on. He stopped, and suddenly soldiers surrounded his 
car, pointing their weapons at him. Sergeant Gaston 
Mendy (who has since changed his name to Abdul Aziz 
Mendy) said he was under orders to arrest the witness. 

When the witness replied that he had 
to park his vehicle, one of the soldiers 

with the surname Badjie, shot back 
that they were instructed not to let 

him do anything, and that if he denied 
their orders they would shoot at him. 

After parking his vehicle, he joined the soldiers who took 
him to the officer’s anteroom.

At the officer’s anteroom in Yundum the witness 
remembered being met by Second Lieutenant Bo Baaji30, 
and Warrant Officers Class 2 Gibril Bojang and Jibba, 
among other soldiers. While Bo Baaji informed him he 
was under arrest, Gibril Bojang removed his pistol. He 
testified he was not told the reason for his arrest. They 
took him back to the car park where he was loaded into a 
vehicle that took him to Mile 2 Central Prison. 

At Mile 2 Wassa Camara was met by Warrant Officer 
Class Two Omar Colley, also known as Jah Guide who was 
in the process of admitting Capitan Yahya Darboe. The 
witness later claimed that Omar Colley was operationally 
responsible for the witness and other detainees while 
they were in Mile 2 and was actually from the State 
Guard and was receiving direct instruction from President 
Yahya Jammeh and General Badjie31 and communicating 
information from the prison back to them. The witness 
explained that after undressing they conducted a physical 
search and removed his silver ring, his wallet, his belt, 
his beret, and his combat boots. He was then taken to 
the maximum-security wing of the prison. 

30Likely Lamin Bo Baaji, who also testified in Session 17 and was director of military intelligence and security in 2006.
31Likely a reference to General Sulayman/Saul Badjie who is alleged to have been the head of the death squad team 
“the Junglers” is currently in exile in Equatorial Guinea with Yahya Jammeh.
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Wassa Camara told the Commission he was then 
told to write his statement, which was taken out 
of the room by someone with the surname Sowe33 
from the police. Sowe would return soon after and 
tell the witness he had to change his statement to 
admit participating in the coup and claim it had been 
interrupted in the planning process. He testified he 
was made to believe if he said this and pleaded with 
the President for forgiveness, he would be released. 

He reminded the Commission this 
happened multiple times over the 
three months he was being held 

incommunicado. He described this 
as a form of psychological torture.
The witness said he was taken to the NIA late at 
night with the cloth bag thrust over his head multiple 
times. On one occasion, he saw women roasting 
meat for the panellists and the guards when he 
arrived. After the women left around midnight Malick 
Jatta34, who he said was with the Junglers at the 
time, approached the witness, pulled out his pistol, 
and put the gun to the witness’ head. Malick Jatta 
apparently reminded the witness that he, Wassa 
Camara, had trained them in Farafenni to defend 
and protect the sovereignty of the Gambia, but that 
today, he had to treat him as an enemy. The witness 
looked back and told Malick Jata that it was his 
destiny to be there that night, and that no one knew 
what would happen the next day. Malick Jatta then 
stepped over to Alpha Bah, who was in the room as 
well, and asked why he was against the government. 
Alpha Bah apparently also answered that it was his 
destiny. Malick Jatta left the room, his face contorted 
by anger and frustration, then returned with another 
solider the witness identified as Amadou Badjie also 
known as Chairman35. 

The witness described a tripartite panel of police, NIA, 
and military. Demba Sowe and then Inspector General 
of Police, IGP, Ousman Sonko represented the police. 
From the NIA he named, Hydara32 Foday Barry, Baba 
Saho, all of whom were dressed in their normal civilian 
attire. Among those from the military, of whom he named 
Lang Tombong Tamba, Musa Jammeh (also known as 
Maliamoogoo), and Tumbul Tamba, some were wearing 
normal camouflage while others were dressed in “black 
black,” which he said indicated they were from the 
Junglers unit in the State Guard. 

After he sat down, Wassa Camara continued, the 
panellists began to ask him about his involvement in the 
coup. 

He looked over to the table and saw 
broken teeth and small hammers 

on the table. 
He told the panellists he was unaware, to which they 
replied him he would suffer the same fate as those that 
came before him. A man on the far left he later identified 
as Baba Saho accused the witness of being the ringleader 
of the coup. Then Hydara told him that he was being 
followed and they knew of his involvement. 

Before he could answer, Baba Saho 
slapped him twice on opposite sides 
of his face. When Baba Saho made 
a move to continue the beating, he 
heard someone shout “Baba stop!”

While Baba Saho was attacking the 
witness, soldiers directly opposite him 
were putting on their “black black” and 
pointing at their weapons, threatening, 
“if you don’t talk we’ll blow off your 

head.” Due to their facemasks he did 
recognize any of these men.

32Likely Momodou Hydara who was Deputy Director of the NIA in March 2006 and who has since acknowledged to sitting on the 
panel at the time.
33He confirmed this was not Demba Sowe and said he was made to understand this Sowe now works with the Human Rights 
Commission. 
34See TRRC Digest Edition 6, pages 96 – 111.
35See TRRC Digest Edition 6, pages 129 – 135.
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After confirming that up to this point he had not 
signed any statement, the Lead Counsel then asked 
Wassa Camara to explain the conditions under which 
these statements were produced in general terms. 
The witness explained how an accused person 
was brought before the panel, which consisted of 
representatives from the various security branches. 
A mix of police, military, and NIA did the questioning, 
but the police were solely responsible for obtaining 
the actual statements. The military, including the 
Junglers, and the NIA were there to intimidate 
witnesses during this stage. 

Once the statement was 
transcribed it would be taken to 

members of the panel for approval. 
If the panel were not satisfied, 

they would order for it to be taken 
again with certain details invented 

or forgotten. If witnesses were 
uncooperative, he claimed, Junglers 

would “beat people to confess.” 

“It was hellish,” the witness told the Lead Counsel. 
He specifically mentioned being kicked and the use 
of using hammers and plastic bags for torture. 
While Malick Jatta, and Amadou Badjie intimidated 
and beat witnesses, Tumbul Tamba, who he identified 
as the head of the Junglers at the time and in 
communication with President Yahya Jammeh, would 
also come in from time to time. 

Sometimes, he said, these 
soldiers wanted to show President 
Yahya Jammeh the extent of their 
“heroism” and would send him 
photos or video of them killing 

their culprits. 

According to the Wassa Camara, 
Malick Jatta and Amadou Badjie then 
lifted him from the chair – his hands 
were cuffed behind his back – and 
took him to the side of the building 
and began repeatedly smashing 

his head into the wall. He was then 
walked to a place at the back of the 
NIA building where they used to beat 
people. When they arrived, his legs 

were kicked out from under him. “No 
sooner than I fell on the ground then 
sticks started raining on me.” He was 
beat with sticks and whipped with 

plastic-insulated-wires that ended in 
metallic fittings. During the beating 
he rolled onto his stomach and put 
his face on the floor to protect his 

eyes and other important parts of his 
body. He testified he was beat until 
he could no longer shout, his body 
covered in cuts and lacerations. 

Suddenly, the witness claimed, a boy yelled stop, and 
the abuses came to an abrupt halt. He was helped up 
and taken outside to a parked vehicle. On the way one 
of the soldiers there, Mustapha Sanneh who the witness 
identified as a Jungler and a former training mate, turned 
around, identified the witness, then began beating him 
again. When the witness protested, Mustapha Sanneh 
told him they would soon come to kill him. He also 
mentioned seeing MC Cham entering the building as he 
and Alpha Bah left the NIA and were bustled into cars 
bound for Mile 2.
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The contemporary Wassa Camara restated that the 
statement he had given in the video in 2006 was 
not accurate. He argued that the video was edited, 
which upon another viewing was clear.  After lunch, 
he told the Commission they were told if they said 
these exact words, Yahya Jammeh would pardon and 
release them. He believed them at the time, and was 
disappointed when he later found out they were lying 
to him.

The witness confirmed that this video was used as 
evidence against him in his trial. Apart from the 
panellists, he said people from Gambia Radio and 
Television Services and a man named Kebba Dibba 
were responsible for recording the video. He said 
all the high-ranking people in the panel knew the 
statement was not given voluntarily and were in touch 
with President Yahya Jammeh, albeit in some cases 
indirectly. He specifically named then IGP Ousman 
Sonko, Lang Tombong Tamba, and Hydara. 

After his confession, Wassa Camara narrated, he 
was returned to block five of the maximum-security 
wing of Mile 2 prison. He ended up being detained 
there incommunicado for 90 days. He said he was 
physically tortured twice – the slap from Baba Saho 
and the night Malick Jatta and Amadou Badjie hit his 
head against the wall and took him to the beating 
room. When asked about psychological torture he 
spoke about how they could hear and feel the trauma 
when Junglers and Omar Colley would take prisoners 
out of their cells at night. “Any time the entrance of 
max security wing is open, you know that someone will 
be taken away and beaten seriously,” he testified. “So 
that alone is a trauma.”

The witness specified that while Omar Colley did 
not have the keys to the maximum-security wing, he 
would just order the prison guards to open the cell, 
put the prisoner in handcuffs, and take them away. 
He said Omar Colley was aware that inmates were 
taken outside and beaten, as he had helped the 
witness back to his cell one night after he had been 
beaten so badly he could barely walk. The witness 
added that it was known that it was only inmates 

These beatings, Wassa Camara said, were an integral 
part of the statement-taking process and were known to 
everyone who participated in the panel, including Lang 
Tombong Tamba. He said you could hear shouting all 
over the building and victims were not bathed afterwards, 
leaving their swollen faces, bruises and cuts visible to 
all: “In the NIA, in that period, nothing is hidden.”  

Back at Mile 2 on the morning following one of the torture 
sessions (not the one before his statement was taken), 
the witness continued, he could not even open his eyes. 
When he stumbled down the corridor the other men in 
their cells sat down “because they don’t want to see me 
in that condition.” At the bathroom area he remembered 
meeting Sheriff Mustapha Dibba, the former leader of the 
National Convention Party, who expressed shock at the 
witness’s condition. 

Wassa Camara told the Commission 
he decided to confess to the panel 

after Baba Saho slapped him and he 
saw the hammer and other torture 

instruments on the table. 
He described how he was asked multiple times to go with 
a Mr Sowe to alter his statement. He said ultimately, he 
had no discretion what went into the statement, and that 
the panellists were clearly trying to bend his statement 
to satisfy the wishes of President Yahya Jammeh. 

The witness stated that his filmed confession to treason 
in 2006 was not voluntarily given. He pointed out that if 
you watch the clip you could tell it was edited. The Lead 
Counsel told the witness they had the video, which was 
over an hour long, and asked for a short segment to be 
played. The protector flickered to life with the video of a 
baby-faced Wassa Camara giving his rank and explaining 
he first heard about the coup plot from the CDS Ndure 
Cham. The video was then moved forward to show the 
witness describing the situation with Mr Njie and the 
fuses. The recording then showed the witness claiming 
that since he came to the NIA he had not been “insulted, 
slapped, beaten, or tortured in any form whatsoever by 
anyone.”
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junior as soldiers, due to the fear around them and 
their direct connections with the President, they could 
pass instructions to the CDS. 

Regarding the panel investigations, 
he said Saul Badjie and Tumbul 

Tamba were very influential in this 
regard.  “Even if the President didn’t 

say something but they said, that 
would be actualised.”

After his torture, forced confession, and 90-day 
detention incommunicado, the witness continued, 
he was finally taken to the High Court in Banjul. When 
he told the judge, commonwealth Judge Monageng, 
that he did not have a lawyer, he instructed he be 
allowed family visits and the ability to hire a lawyer. 
The witness eventually secured the services of Lawyer 
Jobarteh, who was paid by his younger brother. 

None the less, Wassa Camara continued, Omar 
Colley prevented Lawyer Jobarteh from visiting him 
in jail during his trial. He confirmed that at that 
time Omar Colley was known to say “no mercy for 
the mercilessness” and acted thusly. Furthermore, 
he later revealed that Omar Colley made his family 
members wait for visits in the rain or would make 
them wait all day before arbitrarily declaring no 
visits that day. These powers, he claimed, were self-
assumed and came from his connection with the 
State Guard. He was eventually pushed out of the 
prison by Commissioner Aunty36 and returned to his 
place in the State Guard. 

The witness told the Commission that Omar Colley 
is currently serving at defence headquarters camp 
in Yundum and that he had interacted with him on 
two occasions at the witness’s office in Banjul. The 
witness said he specifically brought Omar Colley 
breakfast on these two visits, noting that Omar Colley 
had denied him breakfast on many occasions. 

Returning to his trial, Wassa Camara testified 
that it quickly became clear the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, DPP, Emmanuel Fagbenle was not 

who were taken away at night and tortured. He said 
this happened to almost everyone he was imprisoned 
alongside, including the civilians. 

He agreed with the Lead Counsel’s 
contention that there was “a state 

apparatus to forcibly or falsely 
extract a confession out of suspects 

and broadcast it in public for the 
gratification of the president.”

Wassa Camara then narrated how he knew that IGP 
Ousman Sonko announcement that five inmates had 
escaped after an accident while being transported from 
Mile 2 to Janjanbureh was false. He said he knew the 
prisoners - Daba Marenah, Warrant Officer First Class 
Alpha Bah, Second Lieutenant’s Ebou Lowe and Alagie 
Ceesay, and Sergeant Manlafi Corr – had been tortured 
beforehand and would have been in handcuffs, making 
their alleged escape from the burning wreckage of the 
vehicle all but impossible. The Lead Counsel pointed out 
the Commission had heard testimony from the Junglers 
claiming responsibility to executing the men.

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness how Daba 
Marenah, who was one of the top NIA bosses at the time, 
was among those arrested the executed. The witness 
replied he did not know, but that Ndure Cham had 
mentioned he had support from the NIA. He added that 
the discrepancy between those he named as participating 
in the coup and those who were investigated spoke to 
how the investigation process was highly adulterated and 
politicised. As an example to he mentioned that in their 
planning Famara Jammeh was supposed to control the 
coup operation around Denton Bridge, but after being 
arrested was later released from prison. He posited this 
was because his sister was married to Musa Jammeh 
also known as Maliamoogoo.

When asked if Musa Jammeh was involved in the 
investigation, Wassa Camara said he was at the 
conference hall where the panellists were seated. He 
went on to explain that while the Junglers may be far 

36Likely Agnes Rose Klu served as head of Gambia Prison System from June 2007 to March 2008.
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lawyers protested, but the case was just transferred 
to a court martial and Akomaye Agim was made judge 
advocate and the lawyers did not have any routes to 
protest. The witness agreed this was the definition of 
a “mercenary judge.”

Wassa Camara insisted the statement presented at 
the court martial was indeed taken under duress, and 
specifically named Lang Tombong Tamba as being 
complicit in acquiring the false confession. He said 
the “independent witnesses were not independent 
witness” and had been hired to tell a certain story. 
He later said he was found guilty on five counts and 
sentenced to life imprisonment. The witness told the 
Commission that at his sentencing his family cried. In 
retrospect, he said, he agreed with the Lead Counsel 
that life imprisonment was a fitting punishment for 
his crime

The witness also noted wryly that the joke was 
ultimately on Lang Tombong Tamba and the others 
who perpetrated this fraud, who themselves were 
accused by the same parade of “hired witnesses” a 
few years later. 

“And the time we were tortured, 
they could have stopped it, they did 
not,” the witness said, speaking of 
Lang Tombong Tamba. “We were 
beaten and they were witness to 
that. When they were also beaten 

we were also witness to that.” 

The witness explained that he later saw Lang 
Tombong Tamba covered in marks indicating that he 
had been beaten after being taken out of the facility 
overnight. 

When asked about life in the prison, the witness said 
it was “terrible” and agreed that Yahya Jammeh used 
the prison to break down his political opponents. He 
said the moniker “5-star hotel” was in actuality “5 
star in cruelty.”

prepared for the case. Apparently, Judge Monageng told 
the DPP if they did not have sufficient evidence, they 
would strike the case out. The case was then transferred 
to Mabel Agyemang, a Ghanaian commonwealth judge, 
who ruled that it had no grounds at the High Court and 
should be transferred to a court martial. He added that 
his wife – who was pregnant at the time and would wake 
up at 3 or 4 am to get to the court to see him - was 
denied entry into the court during this part of the trial. 
He said Omar Colley, Tumbul Tamba, Musa Jammeh 
and Ousman Sonko perpetrated this incident and other 
moves to frustrate their efforts.

The witness claimed that when he was acquitted and 
discharged from the High Court they were asked to board 
a truck and taken back to Mile 2. Later Omar Colley took 
them out of their cells and to the conference room to 
meet Major or Lieutenant Colonel SP Mendy. SP Mendy 
informed them they were being court martialed and told 
them to sign they had received the convening order. The 
witness apparently told SP Mendy he could not receive a 
document without the presence of his lawyers. After some 
prodding he eventually signed alongside his counterparts 
and they were arranged before the court martial. The 
Lead Counsel pointed out if they were acquitted at the 
High Court they should not have been arrested and court 
martialed for the same crime.

After mentioning an altercation between Alieu Bah and 
Omar Colley over visitation for Alieu Bah’s wife or uncle, 
Wassa Camara stated that his brother and wife testified 
in a “trial within a trial” at the court martial to determine 
if evidence was given under duress. He then revealed that 
the next day someone told him “you have to be careful 
with the way you are having problems with Jah Guide [Omar 
Colley] here, that your wife is also having a problem with 
Jah Guide, guys will not mind to kill you or kill your family.” 
The DPP Emmanuel Fagbenle, succeeded in convincing 
Judge Advocate Akomaye  Agim the statement was not 
taken under duress and the court martial continued.

Later in the testimony the Lead Counsel revealed that 
Akomaye Agim had been the original DPP on the case, 
then served as President of the court of appeal when the 
case moved there, and was again transferred with the 
case to be justice in the high court. At the high court the 



67|

The Chair then asked the witness when soldiers 
should overthrow constitutions. The witness 
responded that soldiers should never intervene to 
overthrow a democratically elected president. The 
Chair then told a lengthy story about Abdulsalami 
Abubakar  taking over as interim head of state in 
Nigeria in 1998 when in Sani Abacha died. He said 
while Yakuba Gowon was clear to the Secretary 
General that soldiers should not interfere in politics, 
Jerry Rawlings in neighbouring Ghana was not happy 
with the United Nations telling the soldiers going 
back to the Barracks because Abdulsalami Abubakar 
might not be in touch with what the soldiers under 
him were really thinking. When he then asked if 
the NIA was the centre for torture in The Gambia, 
the witness responded cagily that he was beaten 
merciless at the NIA complex, but he did not say who 
did the actual beating. 

Commission Kah then clarified that in the lead up to 
the coup Lang Tombong Tamba believed the military 
should take up leadership in the aftermath of the 
coup while Ndure Cham wanted to name a civilian. 
The witness mentioned that later while he was in 
prison he learned the person Ndure Cham had in 
mind to name as interim leader was Alieu Jobe.

Imam Sey then advised the witness to give thanks to 
Allah for surviving this ordeal and encourage others 
to give thanks to god. 

In his concluding statement Wassa Camara thanked 
the TRRC. Referring to his previous appearance 
before the Commission in relation to the 2000 
student demonstrations, he said it was important for 
Gambians to let bygones be bygones. Moving onto 
the 2006 coup, the witness said he had forgiven 
Malick Jatta, Amadou Badjie, Mustapha Sanneh, and 
Omar Colley for their role in his ordeal. He claimed he 
used to visit Malick Jatta and Amadou Badjie while 
they were in detention at military police. He said he 
could have tormented them as he was tormented, 
but instead he prayed for them. He then admonished 
Gambians for being individualists and urged people 
to work together to ensure peace and stability. 

After a detailed description of the maximum-security wing 
of the prison, the witness told the Commission he and 
others were initially taken to “campement” which is where 
people with tuberculosis and those who suffered from 
mental illness were sent. The cell was full to capacity, 
blood was smeared on the walls, and human faeces 
littered the ground. He then proceeded to describe the 
small 2-meter-wide cell with a cement block and chamber 
pot. Due to the lack of proper ventilation, he said, the cells 
were particularly terrible in the hot season. He testified 
that the food was bad, describing the cous cous as being 
like sand and the lunch fish regularly being burnt. He also 
mentioned that the breakfast pap37 would sometimes 
lead to inmates contracting beriberi38. He alleged that 
David Colley was more concerned with enriching himself 
than the welfare of the prisoners, citing the so-called 
“dead bull incident.39” He said he did not partake in the 
rotten meat, but he did eat the spoiled fish. 

The witness revealed that during his court martial he and 
Yahya Darboe complained about their health condition 
and found sympathy in Judge Advocate Agim who ordered 
they be taken to Royal Victorian Teaching Hospital. When 
Omar Colley finally took the prisoners to the hospital, the 
witness alleged, he did it at the end of the day so they 
would not be able to find a doctor but could say they 
visited the facility. 

The witness alleged Omar Colley 
did not want them to see a doctor 

because the doctor might be able to 
identify they had been tortured and 

wanted to prevent this evidence from 
coming to light. 

On July 22 2015 he was awoken from his afternoon nap 
from inmates hitting the doors and telling him he had 
been released. He had served 9.5 years of his sentence. 
At the Lead Counsel’s prompting he told the Commission 
how when he was released Shikeh Omar Fall said they 
only leave the prison on a Friday that ended up coming 
true. The Lead Counsel thus ended his questioning. 

37Rice or boiled peanut porridge. 
38A disease in which the body does not have enough vitamin B-1 (thiamin). It is usually caused by poor diet or alcoholism.
39In 2006 then Director General of Prisons David Colley was alleged to have brought road-kill bull into the prison for the 
prisons to eat, which caused a number of prisoners to fall ill. See TRRC Digest Edition 13/14.
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Torture (of Wassa Camara in 2006)

Malick Jatta, Amadou Badjie, Tumbul Tamba, Baba 
Saho, Lang Tombong Tamba, Yahya Jammeh

Denial of Medial Treatment

Omar Colley

Corruption of Justice

Omar Colley, Tumbul Tamba, Musa Jammeh, Akomaye 
Agim

Moving on, the witness said he regretted his participation 
in the coup, suggesting he would have used his nine 
and a half years in jail to get a PhD. Instead, he said, 
he was only starting now but he believed his university 
programme would equip him to be a professional. He 
called on Gambians in the security sector to respect the 
authority of civilians. 

On the subject of his family, he said in 2006 he was 
the primary caregiver for one of his parents, who passed 
away two years after his arrest. His 90-day stretch of 
detention incommunicado, he said, was terrible for his 
wife and kids. After his arrest his wife had to move from 
place to place, which disturbed his children’s education. 
Later the rumour was passed that Ndure Cham had given 
the witness money that he had then taken to Janjanbureh. 
Intelligence people began monitoring his family, including 
his father, who had moved back to Janjanbureh. When his 
two children were between six and ten he noticed visiting 
him in prison was taking a toll on them and he told his 
wife not to bring them to the prison except for holidays. 

He ended his testimony by saying that everything was 
destiny and that some of the people who had abused him 
had appeared before the TRRC. He implored Gambians 
to come together and live as one. He said only Gambians 
could achieve this. He tacked on that he needs medical 
attention for a health condition, and that while he was 
imprisoned his and his young brothers’ plots of land in 
Jalabang were taken away because they thought he would 
never be released.  

Persons Mentioned by Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary arrest (of Wassa Camara in 2006)

Gaston Mendy, (no first name given) Badjie, Lamin Bo 
Baaji, Gibril Bojang, Jibba, Omar Colley, Yahya Jammeh

Detention Incommunicado (of Wassa Camara in 2006)

Omar Colley

Unlawful Interrogation, obtaining false statements, and 
being present for torture (of Wassa Camara in 2006)

Demba Sowe, Ousman Sonko, Hydara, Foday Barry, Baba 
Saho, Lang Tombong Tamba, Musa Jammeh, Tumbul 
Tamba, (no first name given) Sowe, Omar Colley
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Malick Mboob was a reporter for the pro-governments newspaper the Daily Observer. He was arrested in May 
2006 and detained at Mile 2 Prison for 139 days without being charged on accusations of communicating with 
Gambian newspapers based in the diaspora.

Ph
ot

o:
 ©

Ja
so

n 
Fl

or
io



|70

Around 3:30am on 22nd March 2006, the witness 
recounted, he was woken from his sleep by his 
daughter shouting for him. He quickly realised there 
were trespassers in his compound. When he went 
outside, he saw they were soldiers, and he invited 
them into his sitting room. He said the soldiers were 
very well-mannered towards him. They explained 
to the witness that Lang Tombong Tamba, Ndure 
Cham’s second in command, sent for him but they 
would not tell him why. The witness complied and 
went to change his clothing. The soldiers seized his 
personal firearm and would not allow him to take his 
cell phone, so he gave it to one of his wives when 
he was telling them why the soldiers had come to 
collect him.

After the witness boarded the vehicle it was revealed 
to him that he was being taken to Mile 2 Prison. 
The witness confirmed to the Commission that the 
Director General at the time was David Colley. Once 
they arrived, Abdoukarim Jah was immediately strip 
searched and taken to cell 5 in the security wing. In 
his cell he was only provided with a bottle of water 
and an old mayonnaise bucket that was to be used 
as a chamber pot. “There was no bedding. There was 
no mosquito net. There was no bedsheet. There was 
absolutely nothing.” At this point the witness still had 
not been informed of his charges. He remained in 
his cell until the following day at 11 am, when an 
officer escorted him to the registration area and his 
name was entered stating that he was leaving the 
prison.

While he was in the registration area, he saw the 
Junglers arrive. Abdoukarim Jah told the Commission 
that it was his first time seeing the “black black” 
uniforms. The Junglers took him to a black Land Rover. 
The witness boarded the car and he recognized two 
of the four Junglers to be Malick Jatta and Ismaila 
Jammeh. Malick Jatta was so intoxicated he could 
barely stand, and before the vehicle began moving, 
he asked Abdoukarim Jah “Sir, why did you involve 
yourself in this? You know everybody respects you in 
the Army.” Malick Jatta then tried to hit the witness 
with the butt of his pistol, but Ismaila Jammeh - who 

WITNESS NAME: Abdoukarim JAH

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 18th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Unlawful arrest of the witness 
in 2006 for his alleged involvement in the Ndure Cham 
coup; his arbitrary detention at the NIA and Mile 2 
prisons with others, his court-martial proceedings; the 
arbitrary detention of Kanyiba Kanyi at Mile 2 Prisons and 
his supposed release; the release of the witness.

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Director of Records 
of The Gambia Armed Forces (Captain)

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Charged with treason, 
charge was later changed to concealment of treason, 
political prisoner.

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY:   Director of 
Records of The Gambia Armed Forces (Major)

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Abdoukarim Jah began his testimony by telling the 
Commission that in 1982 he heard a radio ad saying 
the Gambia Armed Forces, GAF, were looking for recruits. 
He decided to join and after the application process he 
was sent to Farafenni for training. After four months of 
training, the witness worked as a Regimental Sergeant 
Major, RSM, clerk before undergoing a two-year training 
on how to be a record keeper and administrator. In 1986 
Abdoukarim Jah took over as the Army chief clerk. Over 
the years he was promoted in rank and by January 2002 
he became a captain.
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it took two months before he was given a mattress 
and during the first six months of his stay, he was 
rarely saw the sun. Three months after he arrived, he 
was taken to the High Court with the other detainees 
accused of being part of the Ndure Cham coup plot. 
Judge Monageng charged them all with treason, then 
adjourned their case. The witness explained to the 
Commission that he did not have a lawyer at the 
time, but his family was present during his hearing 
and helped him hire a lawyer named Lamin Camara.

After he secured a lawyer, the witness was brought 
back to the High Court, and along with Captain Pierre 
Mendy, Lieutenant Modou Alieu Bah, late Corporal 
Samba Bah, Lance Corporal Babou Janha, and 
Private Alagie Nying, he had his charges changed 
from treason to concealment. During the third court 
appearance the Judge assigned to their case was 
changed to a Ghanaian woman. She advised them to 
produce evidence so their cases could be processed.

On 1st June 2006, Ali Ceesay, the officer in charge of 
the witness’ wing at Mile 2 Prison, woke the witness 
at 6am and told him to go and bathe because they 
were going to be released. At 7am Abdoukarim Jah 
and the other detainees who were charged with 
concealment, along with someone named Amadou 
Sowe, were escorted to the NIA headquarters and 
split into different rooms. 

The witness was met by Boto Keita, 
who told him he should change 
his statement from a cautionary 

statement to a witness statement. 
Boto Keita did not ask the witness to alter his original 
statement in any way, but he wanted the witness to 
re-copy it word for word on a new paper so it could be 
used as a witness statement. The witness explained 
to the Commission that Boto Keita told him that 
once he gave the NIA what they wanted, he would be 
released and used as a witness.

The witness claimed he told Boto Kieta he would 
only change the statement if asked by someone with 

was very sympathetic towards the witness – stopped 
him. Ismaila Jammeh then reprimanded Malick Jatta and 
reminded him that the witness had done nothing to him 
and was a well-respected member of the army. Ismaila 
Jammeh helped the witness clean a small head wound 
he had received as a result of Malick Jatta’s recklessness 
before they departed from Mile 2 Prison. 

The witness was taken to the National Intelligence 
Agency, NIA, headquarters and escorted to an upstairs 
conference room. He could not remember if his entry was 
formally registered or not. The witness explained that 
despite not being informed of the reasons for his arrest, 
Malick Jatta’s comments were helping fill him in. 

In the conference room, there was a long table surrounded 
by more than 20 officials including Lang Tombong Tamba, 
former Minister of the Interior Ousman Sonko, NIA Official 
Foday Barry, and former Lieutenant in the State Guard 
Alagie Martin. A voice from the crowd asked the witness 
what he knew about the Ndure Cham coup. Abdoukarim 
Jah explained to them that he had a working relationship 
with Ndure Cham because of the nature of their jobs. 
He recounted to them an incident where a Ndure Cham, 
who was infamous for making remarks against Yahya 
Jammeh, has seriously propositioned the witness to 
join him in his efforts to remove Yahya Jammmeh. The 
witness refused and told Ndure Cham point-blank that 
he was not interested at all. After explaining this to the 
panel, the witness was then escorted out of the room 
and given a piece of paper to write his statement. When 
he was done, he was escorted back to Mile 2 Prison by 
the same Junglers.

On 26th March 2006, the witness awoke to shouting. 
Omar Colley was shouting the names of various prisoners 
including Daba Marenah, Ebou Lowe, Alieu Ceesay, and 
Alpha Bah. The witness remembered being terrified they 
were going to call his name and turn him over to the 
Junglers like they did with the others. 

After their names were called, the 
witness never saw them again.

Abdoukarim Jah then proceeded to give the Commission 
more insight on his stay at Mile 2 Prison. He told them that 



|72

Abdoukarim Jah remained in prison for nine years. 
On 22nd July 2015, Yahya Jammeh announced he 
was pardoning several prisoners. Two days later, the 
witness was finally released. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked if the witness could 
explain the encounters he had with Kanyiba Kanyi 
during his time in prison. The witness said that 
during early September 2006, a man was brought 
in late at night and placed in a cell adjacent to him. 
He later came to know this man as Kanyiba Kanyi. 
The last time the witness saw Kanyiba Kanyi was 
on 21st September 2006 at 9pm. The duty officer 
at the time, Joe Mendy, collected Kanyiba Kanyi and 
escorted him to the gate. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel then gave the floor to the 
Commission. The Deputy Chair asked Abdoukarim 
Jah how he felt being so close to release many times 
only to have it denied. The witness explained the 
disappointment he felt in those instances. The first 
time he was disappointed because he truly believed 
he could trust Demba Sowe when he assured him 
he was going to be released. He also explained that 
he believed the phone call that took place in the 
courtroom was not from Yahya Jammeh, but instead 
from someone in the GAF.

The witness revealed that during his imprisonment 
he was able to visit Lang Tomong Tamba, who 
had also been in prison at the time. Lang Tomong 
Tamba confirmed to the witness that there were in 
fact real orders from the State House to release 
the detainees charged with concealment, but Lang 
Tombong Tamba’s arrest deterred the process. 

The witness went on to also reveal that after his 
release he was reinstated to original position in 
2017. Some time after that Omar Colley came to 
see him. The witness helped Omar Colley clear up an 
issue regarding his rank. The witness helped him and 
told him “if I served in the Armed Forces, I will serve 
anybody regardless of my personal problem with you”.

Both Imam Jallow and the Chair had similar questions 
on why the witness doubted Yahya Jammeh’s direct 
involvement in his imprisonment. The witness clarified 

higher authority. The witness explained that since he was 
a Captain during his arrest, it would be impossible for 
him to take orders from a corporal like Boto Keita. Boto 
Keita agreed and called upon Modou Lamin Ceesay, who 
then in turn called upon his boss, Crime Management 
Coordinator Demba Sowe. Once Demba Sowe arrived the 
witness changed his statement. 

After changing their statements, the 
witness and the other detainees were 

all hopeful they would be released 
soon, but they remained in Mile 2 

Prison without news until September.
One day in September, all those charged with concealment 
and treason were called to the office where SP Sang 
Pierre Mendy asked them to sign an indictment. After 
some back and forth, they all signed the documents and 
were subsequently referred to the court martial.

The court martial process went on until 19th April 2007, 
which the witness referred to as “judgment day”. Right 
before judge advocate Justice Agim40 announced his 
verdict, Omar Colley and Nfally Jabang abruptly left the 
courtroom. When they returned a minute or two later, 
Omar Colley handed the President of the court, Navy 
Captain Sarjo Fofana, the telephone. After talking for a 
few minutes, Sarjo Fofana handed the phone to Justice 
Agim. After an hour of deliberation in chambers, they 
returned and read out a new judgment. 

The accused were sentenced to anywhere from 10 years 
to life in prison. The witness was sentenced to 25 years. 
This was all despite the fact that after the phone call, 
Justice Agim had informed them some of the detainees 
were going to be released. Abdoukarim Jah emphasised 
that to this day he does not know who was on the phone. 
He revealed that sometime after he was sentenced, Sarjo 
Fofana also became a detainee at Mile 2 Prison. When 
the witness saw him, he asked if he had any recollection 
of the phone call, but Sarjo Fofana told him he did not 
remember.

40We believe this to be Justice Akomaye Agim from Nigeria. 
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The Chairman then allowed the witness to make 
his closing remarks. Abdoukarim Jah thanked the 
Commission and revealed that he wanted them to 
help him solve a problem. There was an opinion 
document made in 2006, and the witness had gone 
to great lengths to search for it, with no avail. He went 
to the police prosecution department, he met with 
Chief Inspector Camara at the prison department, 
and even visited the Ministry of the Justice and met 
with the Senior State Counsel Oli Danso but still was 
not able to retrieve the opinion document. 

He then proceeded with his final statement and 
thanked family for sticking by him, even though his 
troubles with the law put a target on their backs. The 
witness briefly honoured some of his colleagues who 
he served alongside in the military and were arrested 
and killed with no investigation, including Daba 
Marenah, Ebou Lowe, Alieu Ceesay, Malafi Corr, and 
Alpha Bah. He prayed that Allah grant them mercy. 
Abdoukarim Jah concluded his testimony by advising 
his fellow members of service to learn from the 
mistakes made and the atrocities committed during 
Yahya Jammeh’s regime. He ended by reminding 
members of the Armed Forces “they work for Gambian 
people; they obey the rules and regulations and they 
keep their loyalty to The Gambia”.

that he did not believe the phone call came from Yahya 
Jammeh because it was not Yahya Jammeh’s style to wait 
until the last minute to deal with someone. There were 
several months between his arrest and “judgment day,” 
which led the witness to believe the orders must have 
come from someone looking to get on Yahya Jammeh’s 
good side. He elaborated that sometimes soldiers would 
do things because of greed and selfishness. 

They wanted the prestige that came 
from being in Yahya Jammeh’s good 

graces. “People wanted to have ranks. 
They can do anything to have the ranks 
and that is where the problem comes”.
In response to a question from Iman Sey, the witness 
said he was in prison for nine years and four months. 
It took the witness a further two years before he was 
reinstated to his original rank in March 2017.

Commissioner Kah wanted to know about the relationship 
the witness had with Omar Colley, and if the witness knew 
who fabricated the coup plot against them. The witness 
explained that Omar Colley harassed his family many 
times, but they had to bear it because they wanted to be 
able to continue visiting him in prison. He also confirmed 
Omar Colley never apologized to him when he came to 
seek a favour. Regarding the people behind the coup plot, 
the witness clarified that he only knew that Bunja Darboe 
was forced to fabricate a document that was shown as 
proof of the coup. Alagie Martin was confronted by Bunja 
Darboe and confirmed that Bunja Darboe was forced to 
write the document at the NIA.

The Chair thanked him and inquired if Yahya Jammeh had 
rewarded him in anyway after his release. The witness 
went on a tangent and explained Yahya Jammeh was 
quite fickle. Even if someone was on his good side and 
was showered with rewards one day, they could be locked 
up the next: “Today they will give you an appointment. 
Tomorrow they put you in Mile 2. Before you reach Mile 2, 
someone is looking for that position”.
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PERSONS MENTIONED BY WITNESS DURING 
TESTIMONY:

Arbitrary arrest and detention (of Abdoukarim Jah in 
2006)

Lang Tombong Tamba

Unlawful Interrogation (of Abdoukarim Jah in 2006)

Lang Tombong Tamba, Ousman Sonko, Foday Barry, 
Alagie Martin

Assault (of Abdoukarim Jah in 2006)

Malick Jatta

Arbitrary detention (of Daba Marenah, Ebou Lowe, Alieu 
Ceesay, and Alpha Bah in 2006)

Omar Colley 

Obtaining false statements or confessions (from 
Abdoukarim Jah)

Boto Keita, Demba Sowe, Modou Lamin Ceesay

Corruption of justice

Omar Colley, Sarjo Fofana, Justice Agim
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After Wassa Camara left his office, Yahya Darboe 
continued, he received a call from his wife who said 
she had fallen ill. He returned home to take care of 
food for lunch. Around 2pm Wassa Camara arrived at 
his house in Brusubi, asking again if he had received 
a call from Ndure Cham. When the witness replied he 
had not spoken with the then CDS, Wassa Camara 
said Ndure Cham would call soon. Wassa Camara 
proceeded to reveal who were the plotters of the 
coup and their respective roles. He also asked if 
the witness knew Edward Singhateh’s house. Wassa 
Camara and the witness ate lunch and brewed attaya 
until around 4pm when Wassa Camara left.

At 6pm Ndure Cham called the witness and told 
him to meet at the Brusubi-turntable junction. Ndure 
Cham was in a small vehicle and saw the witness 
first and told him to jump in the car. They first started 
driving to the witness’s compound, but then Ndure 
Cham said they did not have enough time and began 
elaborating on the coup details and telling the witness 
how much confidence he had in him. Ndure Cham 
apparently told the witness he was to role was to use 
his position as Adjutant to reach out to sympathetic 
soldiers and control the airport. 

Upon questioning from the Counsel, Yahya Darboe 
admitted he understood that he was agreeing to be 
part of an illegal act, “but desperate situation calls for 
desperate actions.” When asked to elaborate, he said 
the frustrations were numerous: 

WITNESS NAME: Yahya DARBOE

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 18th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The 22nd March 2006 attempted 
coup d’etat lead by Ndure Cham; the arrest, detention, 
and torture of the suspected coup plotters; the trial of 
the suspected coup plotters; the attempt to implicate 
military officers in 2010 of participating in the 2006 plot

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Adjutant to the 
Commanding Officer of Yundum Barracks

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Participant in the 
attempted 22nd March 2006 coup plot; arbitrarily arrest, 
detained and tortured multiple times; subject to sham 
trial; subjected to attempted forced confession in 2010 
to implicate Sarjo Fofana 

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Major in the 
Gambian Armed Forces

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Yahya Darboe began his testimony by outlining his 
educational background which concluded in his A levels 
and joining the Gambian Armed Forces, GAF, in July 
1995. He was admitted as an officer cadet and took a 
series of courses in The Gambia, Ghana, and Nigeria as 
he rose up the ranks. In 2006 he was a captain serving 
as adjutant at Yundum barracks. He described how the 
role of an adjutant is to implement the commanding 
officer’s programs, make sure the day to day protocols 
are followed, and ensure the discipline of soldiers. 

One day in early 2006, the witness narrated, while he 
visited Colonel Ndure Cham to congratulate him on 
his recent promotion to Chief of Defence Staff, CDS, 
the colonel pointed to a picture of Yahya Jammeh and 
commented in Wolof. He told the Commission he thought 
it was a joke and laughed it off. Then, on the 21st of 
March, Wassa Camara came to his office and asked if 
Ndure Cham had briefed him. When the witness asked 
what was happening, Wassa Camara disclosed that they 
were plotting a coup, and that Ndure Cham had already 
outreached to other important figures. “I said if it is true 
and they are going to do it then I will be a part of it.”
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was waiting for him. She told him she could not 
sleep. He revealed he had been a part of a coup plot 
that had failed. She said he could run away, but he 
refused. 

After one to two hours, Yahya Darboe continued, he 
heard a knock at the door. When he opened up, Staff 
Sergeant Suwaibou Ceesay, accompanied by a team 
of soldiers, informed him he was ordered by Deputy 
CDS Lang Tombong Tamba to arrest the witness 
and take him to Yundum Barracks. As the witness 
dressed in his green fatigues his wife, mother, and 
father came out and saw him being arrested. While 
he boarded the vehicle, he saw more soldiers jumping 
over his fence, suggesting to him that his house was 
surrounded. The witness also pointed out it was not 
normal for a junior officer to be arresting a senior 
officer.

When the convoy passed the Brusubi junction and 
started to go to Sukuta, the witnessed asked where 
they were going. The soldiers replied that they had 
actually been instructed to take him directly to Mile 
2 central prison. At Mile 2 the witness was handed 
over to the prison wardens who seized everything on 
his person, including his shoes, and marched him 
barefoot to the maximum-security wing where he 
was locked in a cell. He attested that no warrant 
was produced for his arrest, nor did the prison 
guards request any form of documentation upon his 
admission into the prison. 

Yahya Darboe recalled being surprised at how dark 
the cell was, but said at the time he was mostly 
thinking about how his family would fend without 
him. He called out to one of the guards he identified 
as Mbaye saying he needed to leave the cell. Mbaye 
apparently pointed to a small bucket and pail of 
water and said that was for drinking and using the 
toilet and that no one left their cell after 7pm. Mbaye 
then got angry with the witness, yelling at him that he 
could not expected VIP treatment in the prison. 

That same night Wassa Camara, Bunja Darboe, and 
around 25-30 other soldiers were also brought into 
the maximum-security wing of Mile 2 Prison. Over the 
next few days they were joined by Faring Sanyang, 

“People were disappearing 
uncountably, torture was the order 

of the day, lack of respect for human 
rights was rampant, corruption was 

at the peak ... We felt it was wrong but 
let’s try a chance so we can get 

that man out.”
After speaking with Ndure Cham, the witness continued, 
he went back to be with his family. At 9pm, after 
confirming Wassa Camara’s whereabouts, the witness 
packed his vehicle and drove to Yundum. At the barracks 
Wassa Camara explained to the witness that Ndure Cham 
had given him the number of someone at the satellite 
station that could help them disable communications 
during their operations. They travelled separately to the 
satellite station where Wassa Camara went inside to look 
for the man, only to find he had travelled to Senegal. 
When Wassa Camara suggested the witness brew attaya 
with the guards, the witness countered this would raise 
mores suspicions than if Wassa Camara, who was the 
commander of the military police, toured the satellite 
station. They sat around debating next steps until around 
11pm when they began calling Ndure Cham, Bunja Darboe 
and other people associated with the coup attempt. No 
one picked up.

Yahya Darboe testified that while Wassa Camara wanted 
to ensure the satellite station was disabled, he was 
beginning to grow concerned that the coup plot had 
leaked as no one was picking up the phone. As they 
discussed further, they saw a plane arriving at Yundum 
airport. The witness said he had the suspicion Yahya 
Jammeh was on the flight, which only reinforced his belief 
their coup was no longer a secret. The two men then 
went to the highway where they saw Yahya Jammeh pass 
in a convoy. Realizing the plot had been foiled, “I said 
there is no solution to this let’s wait for our fate.”

The witness explained that despite knowing their coup 
had failed, he decided to go home because he knew if 
he fled his father would face physical and psychological 
harm When he arrived, his gate was open and his wife 
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In response, the witness testified, they kicked his 
back and he fell on his stomach. As the Junglers 
began raining blows on his body, Musa Jammeh 
intervened and explained the witness had to go on 
television the next day, so they should be careful not 
to leave any visible marks on his face. The witness 
later claimed that Faring Sanyang’s forced confession 
was only aired on the radio because his head had 
been severely beaten and they did not want to show 
it on the television

The Junglers, who Yahya Darboe 
said numbered between four 

and six, then made him get on 
his knees while they asked more 

questions. When he did not answer 
to their satisfaction, they kicked, 

punched and beat him with sticks, 
wire coils and hose pipes on his 

back and feet. 
He identified Correa, Modou Jarju, Sanna Manjang 
and Musa Jammeh as his torturers. He said Malick 
Jatta was also present, but did not take part in 
the abuse due to a personal relationship with the 
witness.  

After he was beaten for a few minutes, the witness 
narrated, he was asked to write a statement on his 
knowledge of the coup. His statement was taken 
“upstairs” for someone to read over, after which 
Musa Jammeh would return and ask the witness to 
adjust parts of it. The witness claimed this was part 
of an effort to make sure his statement corroborated 
the statements that were being prepared by Bunja 
Darboe, General Shekou Secka, and Wassa Camara. 
He said all these statements were being written 
essentially at the same time and was emphatic that 
the final statement that emerged from this process 
attributed to him was not produced willingly. 

Once they were satisfied with the witness’s statement, 
Yahya Darboe continued, Musa Jammeh told him that 

Pierre Mendy, Sir Veg, Yerro Jallow, and Abdou Karim 
Jah. The witness also mentioned a “lawyer lady” brought 
in that night who he guessed was a prominent civilian 
because of the way the guards murmured amongst 
themselves. 

The next night, Yahya Darboe testified, Omar Colley, also 
known as Jah Guide, and Senior Principle Officer, SPO, 
Jammeh led a group of Junglers to the witness’s cell 
around midnight. When asked to describe the Junglers, 
the witness said they were not a part of the regular military 
and instead hand-picked and assigned to a special unit 
directly under President Yahya Jammeh’s office. While he 
said he did not know many of the Junglers, that night 
at Mile 2 he recognised Malick Jatta41, Correa42, Sanna 
Manjang, and Modou Jarju43. 

They were, in the witness’s words, 
the “killing machines of the former 

President Yahya Jammeh.” 
Omar Colley and SPO Jammeh opened his cell, cuffed 
the witness, and escorted him to two vehicles that were 
waiting outside. In the car park, the witness said, he saw 
Bora Colley who told him he was going to the National 
Intelligence Agency, NIA, for interrogation and advised 
him to cooperate to “save his skin.” The Junglers present, 
who the witness alleged were drunk and drugged, began 
insulting the witness and threatening to kill him and 
rape his wives. When the witness looked up to respond 
to their threats, they jumped on him and began kicking 
and beating him. According to the witness Bora Colley 
shouted at the Junglers to stop and threatened to beat 
anyone who touched the witness before they reached NIA 
headquarters. The witness then boarded Bora Colley’s 
vehicle and was taken to the NIA.

When Yahya Darboe arrived at the NIA he was taken to 
the reception where two Junglers, the leader of whom 
was Musa Jammeh also known as Maliamoogoo, advised 
him to cooperate. He said he was then led to a flowerbed 
behind the main NIA building and told to kneel down 
with his hands still in cuffs. When they asked him about 
his role in the attempted coup, he replied he was not 
involved.

41See TRRC Edition 6, pages 96 to 111. 
42We believe the witness is referring to Michael Sang Correa who was indicted by a grand jury in Denver, Colorado in 
June 2020 and is currently awaiting trial. See Trial International “Former Gambian ‘Jungler’ Appeared in US Court”
43The witness initially said “Dembo Jarju” but later in the same series of events named Modou Jarju, who was a known 
Jungler.

https://trialinternational.org/latest-post/former-gambian-jungler-appeared-in-us-court/
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After they finished with Bunja Darboe, Yahya Darboe 
narrated, he was taken from the reception and told 
to kneel by Musa Jammeh. Musa Jammeh explained 
that they did not want him to suffer and that he 
should cooperate. When the witness protested, Musa 
Jammeh told him they knew he was a part of the 
coup, and they wanted to know who their sponsors 
were and where they had hidden weapons. 

When the witness said he had no 
idea, he was struck on his left eye, 
causing him to fall on the ground in 
a growing pool of his own blood.

At this point Musa Jammeh leaned in closer and 
started reciting a list of names, saying that if the 
witness said they were involved in the foiled coup, 
his ordeal could be over. When the witness said he 
had no connection with the people mentioned, Correa 
made a move to thrust a nylon bag over his head, 
but was stopped by Musa Jammeh who said it was 
unnecessary considering the state of the witness’s 
eye. As had occurred previously, the witness was 
tortured, then questioned, then tortured again. 

Yahya Darboe laid out the stages to his torture on 
this occasion. At first, he was beaten by sticks and 
wire coils. During the beatings he followed the advice 
of other detainees to lie on his stomach to protect 
his face and chest. They flayed the witness with palm 
fronds until its woody spine was reduced to mere 
fibres. He was then made to roll and while Modou 
Jarju beat him with a wire coil. Then he was forced 
to lie on his back while cement blocks were stacked 
on his chest. Modou Jarju then sat on the bricks, 
smoking cigarettes and putting them out on the 
witness’ body. The other men were standing around 
insulting him, lighting plastic bags on fire, and letting 
the burning plastic fall on his exposed body. 

At some point during the torture, 
he testified, “it was just extra pain, 

I couldn’t even feel the beating 
after all.”

he would be giving the statement on television the next 
day. He warned the witness that if he deviated from the 
story, he would be tortured again. 

While the witness said he could not 
recall who else was tortured that 

night, he told the Commission that 
everyone arrested in relation to the 

foiled coup attempt was at one point 
tortured at NIA headquarters. 

The next morning, the witness continued, he was taken 
to a nice corner of the NIA compound where he saw 
Lang Tombong Tamba, then Inspector General of Police 
Ousman Sonko44, Musa Jammeh, a group of soldiers, 
and a television crew from Gambia Radio and Television 
Services, GRTS. He was told to confess his of knowledge 
and involvement in the planned coup. It was suggested 
that if he confessed and showed regret, he would receive 
a pardon from the President. Apparently, Ndure Cham 
was the target of their investigation and Yahya Jammeh 
was happy no blood had been shed.

Yahya Darboe told the Commission he recited the prepared 
statement for the GRTS news team. He confirmed that 
he told the camera crew he was not forced or coerced 
to give the statement. He said this was clearly not true. 
He explained that he lied because he was under the 
impression the President was going to pardon him. He 
said he was also under duress and afraid to say what 
had actually happened. After giving his false statement, 
he was driven back to Mile 2 and returned to the security 
wing. 

Even after his false confession the torture continued. 
Around midnight on the 23rd, the witness proceeded, 
Omar Colley and SPO Jammeh opened his and Bunja 
Darboe’s cells, handcuffed them, and escorted them to 
waiting cars, which took them to NIA headquarters. While 
the witness waited in the NIA reception, Bunja Darboe 
was taken further into the building. The witness testified 
he was made to wait for up to two hours while he heard 
Bunja Darboe’s screams begging for mercy.

44Ousman Sonko was appointed Minister of the Interior later in 2006 and served in the role until 2016 when he 
fled to Switzerland. At the time of release of this publication he is detained in Switzerland and under investigation 
by Swiss authorities for torture, including rape, as well as crimes against humanity.
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The witness said the final torture session occurred 
in May 2006. On that occasion, he was placed in 
massive gunny sack usually used for large quantities 
of groundnuts. They closed the bag, then winched it 
in the air with some kind of crane with the witness 
inside. Once the bag was lifted off the ground, they 
would beat him with sticks and wires. After a beating, 
the controller would drop the bag and he would fall 
on the floor while his torturers laughed. He would 
then be winched up again and the beating continued. 
On this occasion, he testified, he was not even asked 
questions. They were torturing him “just to make sure 
I’m maltreated.”

The Counsel then asked the witness to describe the 
tortures meted out on his fellow detainees. The worst, 
he said, was Pierre Mendy. According to the witness 
he was the first to endure the torture with the gunny 
sack and the winch, and was also electrocuted. It 
was so bad that Pierre Mendy had difficulty washing 
and the other detainees had to help him bathe. 
Faring Sanyang, with whom the witness exchanged 
medicines, was soaked in blood and it was clear he 
had been beaten all over his body. Wassa Camara’s 
head was swollen from being slammed into a wall 
and needed assistance to bathe.  Bunja Darboe’s 
hand was broken. Ebou Lowe’s leg was fractured and 
he could not walk. Staff Sergeant Corr was blinded. 
With the exception of Bunja Darboe’s broken hand, 
the witness said, all these injuries were sustained at 
NIA headquarters. 

Yahya Darboe also mentioned a man named Alfusainey 
Jammeh who had been imprisoned for seven years. 
Through connections with prison guards, Alfusainey 
Jammeh was able to sneak in shea butter and hot 
water for detainees. The witness said he always 
picked those in the worst condition to help. 

The witness said they spent nearly 90 days in prison 
before they were taken before a court. After going up 
to the Banjul High Court, the case was dismissed, but 
he was arraigned before a court martial a year later. 
The witness told the court martial that his statement 
had been coerced. He even had a document from a 

The witness attested that between six and eight people 
participated in his torture. While he was being tortured 
he heard other people screaming nearby and assumed 
they too were being abused. Despite being at NIA 
headquarters, the witness said he was unaware of the 
presence of NIA officers during this ordeal. 

The third time he was tortured, Yahya Darboe continued, 
was in April. He was taken from Mile 2 in the middle of 
the night in the same manner as before. When he arrived 
at NIA headquarters he was pushed inside a large dark 
room where he heard beatings all around him. He too 
was struck, but immediately went motionless, at which 
point they stopped beating him and took him out of the 
room. He later said of the six or more torturers on this 
occasion, he recognized Modou Jarju, Sanna Manjang, 
and Correa. Once he left the room, they then began asking 
him questions and told him they wanted the names of 
the other people in the coup. 

The witness then revealed that he heard that pictures 
and videos were taken of some of the torture sessions 
and watched by President Yahya Jammeh. He claimed 
that when Michael Sang Correa, who had previously 
been a Jungers, was sent to Mile 2, he told the witness 
that on one occasion he was with Yahya Jammeh while 
the then President was watching the torture videos and 
celebrating. 

When he learned the President had 
cheered on his torture, the witness 
said, “I felt we were doomed as a 
country. If a head of state can be 
celebrating his citizenry suffering. 

Then we are all finished.”
Yahya Darboe told the Commission that each torture 
session left lasting marks on his body. The worst injury 
he suffered was to his eye, and he still has marks on his 
back from the beatings and on his chest from the burning 
plastic. Other marks, he said, had gone with the passage 
of time.  
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On two occasions, Yahya Darboe 
revealed, he was escorted to 

the Ministry of Justice where the 
Minister himself tried to convinced 

him to falsely incriminate Sarjo 
Fofana in the 2006 coup plot. 

On at least one of the two trips he was joined by 
Bunja Darboe. Apparently, then Minister of Justice 
Edward Gomez gave them cigarettes and bought 
them lunch in an effort to sway them. He even 
called Secretary General Njogu Bah in the witness’s 
presence. Nonetheless, the witness did not change 
his mind and was thus returned to Mile 2. 

After two trips to the Ministry of Justice, the witness 
continued, he was then taken to NIA headquarters 
where he met the Director General Numo Kujabi as 
well as his directors including Pa Harry Jammeh. They 
too tried to convince him to implicate Sarjo Fofana. 
He said that Bora Colley, who was also present, gave 
him two packs of cigarettes told him if he did as they 
requested, he would go home like Alieu Bah. The 
witness said he promised he would testify if they let 
him go first, but they said they could not risk him 
escaping. 

Moving on, Yahya Darboe said he did eventually 
testify in Sarjo Fofana’s case, but not as the state 
had requested. He implied that at the trial he 
revealed the conditions that he had been offered 
in exchange for testimony implicating Sarjo Fofana. 
Sarjo Fofana was then discharged on appeal. As a 
consequence, the witness continued, he was moved 
from the security wing to the main yard. While he lost 
his independence, in the main yard he had access to 
the news and could bathe and use the toilet at any 
time. 

His ability to receive visitors at the prison, the witness 
later testified, was at the whim of David Colley and 
the prison guards. Sometimes the prison authorities 
would search the prisoner’s cell and after finding 
contraband declare no visitors. On other occasions 
the day guards would randomly decide not to allow a 

Nigerian teaching assistant at an eye clinic that attested 
to his injuries. The document apparently alarmed the 
government, and Omar Colley went from hospital and 
clinic threatening doctors not to provide documents or 
testify in the trial. However, the witness explained, Omar 
Colley did not reach the Nigerian teaching assistant, who 
drove straight to the court martial instead of passing 
by the hospital and gave the evidence on the witness’s 
behalf. She was subsequently given 72 hours to leave 
the country. He remembered her as a “tough lady.”

Yahya Darboe claimed that during the court martial 
itself Judge Advocate Akomaye Agim was conspiring 
with the prosecution to find him guilty. He was initially 
only represented by Sainabou Wadda-Ceesay, but after 
her car was broken into and medical documents stolen, 
she invited Borry Touray to join her. At the end of the 
trial, the witness said, they were found guilty. Some were 
sentenced to life in prison, others 10 to 25 years. 

Four years later in 2010, the witness continued, Lang 
Tombong Tamba and General Sarjo Fofana were arrested 
and brought to Mile 2 on the allegation they had been 
participants in the March 2006 coup attempt. The 
witness confirmed that Lang Tombong Tamba had been 
among the soldiers present when he had given his false 
statement to the GRTS crew in March 2006 in the NIA 
gardens. 

After arresting and detaining Lang Tombong Tamba, 
the witness continued, the state needed witnesses to 
testify against him. The March 2006 coup plotters were 
invited to the NIA and told if anyone had any information 
that implicated Lang Tombong Tamba in the 2006 coup 
attempt, they would be released. MA Bah took the offer, 
and after two days at the NIA, he was released to go 
home, promoted to Major, and reinserted into GAF. 

The witness claimed that then Director of Public 
Prosecutions Richard Chenge asked him to testify against 
Sarjo Fofana. He was made to believe if he complied he 
would be released, compensated, and put back in the 
army. None the less, he refused, saying he would only 
testify in exchange for a full pardon. This was all despite 
the fact he had already told them that neither Lang 
Tombong Tamba nor Sarjo Fofana were involved in the 
March 2006 coup attempt. 
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the magazine of the GAF, but the then CDS said he 
could not name such important people. The Chair 
then asked if the witness was present when Abdou 
Karim confronted Sarjo Fofana about the mysterious 
telephone call during the trial. The witness said he 
was, and that Sarjo Fofana tried to pretend he was 
not forced to do anything, at which point Abdou Karim 
grew angry, shouting insults and trying to fight Sarjo 
Fofana. Sarjo Fofana did not disclose with whom he 
was speaking on the phone. 

Responding to questions from the Deputy Chair, 
Yahya Darboe said his left eye could not see beyond 
25 metres, and that he used to have serious pain 
on his back from being dropped while he was in the 
gunny sack, but that through shea butter and physical 
therapy he recovered. 

In his final remarks the witness thanked the TRRC 
and the audience. He implored the audience to ignore 
the sensationalism of the TRRC and try to learn 
lessons from the painful testimonies given. He then 
spoke about the Constitutional Review Commission, 
suggesting that instead of swearing four or five 
oaths, security personnel should take only one oath 
to the country and the constitution. He also said they 
must end this idea of loyalty to a specific president 
or government, saying that their loyalty was to the 
constitution. He again thanked everyone for listening 
to his testimony. 

Persons Mentioned by Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary arrest (of Yahya Darboe in March 2006):

Suwaibou Ceesay and Lang Tombong Tamba

Arbitrary detention (of Yahya Darboe in 2006):

Omar Colley and SPO Jammeh

Torture (of Yahya Darboe in 2006):

Malick Jatta, Sanna Manjang, Modou Jarju, Musa 
Jammeh, Michael Correa, and Yahya Jammeh

Obtaining false statements (from Yahya Darboe)

Omar Colley (witness intimidation), Richard Chenge, 
Edward Gomez, Numo Kujabi, Bora Colley

visitor to enter. They could go thirty days to six months 
without seeing someone from the outside. He confirmed 
the food at Mile 2 was bad, and that he was given bedding 
and mosquito net one week after he was detained.

During the 22nd July celebrations in 2015 Yahya Darboe 
was avoiding the television – he said he did not like 
watching any program with Yahya Jammeh – by playing 
cards. Suddenly he heard shouting break out in the prison 
and prisoners began rushing towards him and jumping 
on him saying “you are going home, you are free!” He 
dropped the card game and tuned into the news where 
he learned that those who were accused of treason or 
participating in a coup were going to be pardoned. 

The witness told the Commission his detention has had 
an everlasting impact on his life. His father passed away 
four months into his detention. After his father, his older 
brother also passed away, leaving his mother alone to 
fend for two children. “She had to struggle like an 18 
year old as an 80 or 90 year old,” he testified, giving the 
example of going back to gardening to support herself 
and the children. His wife also went through a breakdown 
during this period. People who thought he would never be 
freed seized his properties. 

After being released from prison, Yahya Darboe went into 
exile in Senegal. He was there in 2017 when President-
elect Adama Barrow was sworn in as President and was 
later invited to a dinner with President Adama Barrow, the 
Vice President, and CDS Masaneh Kinteh. At the dinner 
Adama Barrow asked the witness and some of the other 
Gambians present the introduce themselves. After they 
explained their roles in the army, Adama Barrow invited 
them to return to rebuild The Gambia. The witness 
explained that he rejoined the army with the desire to be 
a model of forgiveness for the younger soldiers. 

The Counsel then ended her questioning and turned the 
witness over to the Chair. The Chair asked the witness 
to confirm that on two occasions the witness and Bunja 
Darboe left the prison in civilian clothes and went to see 
the Minister of Justice who attempted to bribe them with 
food and cigarettes into falsely implicating a military officer 
in a coup d’état. The witness confirmed this happened, 
and said the diaries would corroborate his story. He 
also mentioned he wrote about the event for Ahooah, 
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When the witness asked what was happening, 
Wassa Camara disclosed that they were 

plotting a coup, and that Ndure Cham had 
already outreached to other important figures. 

“I said if it is true and they are going to do it 
then I will be a part of it.”
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rights violations occurring in The Gambia, along with 
the worsening atmosphere of fear and mistrust, so 
Alieu Jobe kept Abdou M Deen in the loop about 
the budding coup plans. The witness confirmed that 
he shared information about the planned coup with 
Omar Faal.

According to the witness, Omar Faal responded in 
favour of their plans and said, “this man’s government 
it will soon go”. In a following conversation they had at 
a later date, Omar Faal even revealed to the witness 
that he had a dream in which Yahya Jammeh was 
riding a bicycle, which to him was a clear indication 
that Yahya Jammeh’s government was going to fall. 
The witness fully trusted in Omar Faal’s skills as a 
marabout so when he received this information he 
passed it on to Alieu Jobe, who was glad to hear it.

While Abdou M Deen did not have much contact 
with Omar Faal after their meeting in Kenya, Alieu 
Jobe was pressing for an introduction with the 
marabout. In fact, the witness revealed, Alieu Jobe 
had been seeking our spiritual guidance from many 
sources, including another marabout named Cherno 
Abdourahman Barry, who prayed for the both of 
them. The witness had not been present for all 
the conversations between Cherno Abdourahman 
Barry and Alieu Jobe, but later gathered that Cherno 
Abdourahman Barry was assisting Alieu Jobe in his 
pursuit of presidency.

In March 2006, Alieu Jobe told Abdou M Deen the 
coup was in motion. While acknowledging that the 
coup was a violation of Gambian law, Abdou M Deen 
testified he none the less believed it was justified. 
Later Alieu Jobe contacted the witness again and 
informed him the coup had failed because the plans 
had been late, and people suspected to be involved 
were being arrested. Alieu Jobe told the witness 
he was worried about his fate and the soldiers he 
was directly affiliated with and was seeking spiritual 
intervention. Alieu Jobe asked the witness to put 
him in contact with the marabout Omar Faal and he 
obliged.

Alieu Jobe and the witness went to Omar Faal’s home 
in Kerr Serign and the witness introduced them for 

WITNESS NAME: Abdou M DEEN 

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 19th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The witness’ relationship with 
Alieu Jobe and Serign Omar Faal, his role in the 2006 
Ndure Cham Coup plot, his time as a political refugee in 
Dakar

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S):   Principal Budget 
Officer and Head of the Budget Unit at the Ministry of 
Finance 

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Asylum seeker in Senegal

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

After climbing the ranks of the Ministry of Finance, by 
2006 Abdou M Deen was Principal Budget Officer, as 
well as Head of the Budget Unit. While at a meeting in 
Kenya he met Serign Omar Faal, a marabout and spiritual 
leader. They were introduced by a family friend of the 
witness and immediately became friendly as they were 
both disciples of Serign Touba45 and lived in the city Kerr 
Sergin in The Gambia. Due to comfort they felt with each 
other they started discussing different  issues plaguing 
the Gambia. 

The witness told Omar Faal that his friend, then 
Accountant General Alieu Jobe, had confided in him that 
the Chief of Defence Staff Ndure Cham, who was Alieu 
Jobe’s relative, was planning a coup. Alieu Jobe implied 
that if the coup were successful he would become the 
next president of The Gambia. At that time both Abdou 
M Deen and Alieu Jobe were unhappy with the human 

45A reference to the Mouride brotherhood based in Touba, Senegal. 
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After landing in Dakar safely, Abdou M Deen later 
learned what transpired in Guinea Bissau after he 
had escaped. The same person who tipped him off 
saw Babucarr Jatta and Yankuba Touray searching for 
the witness accompanied by armed Guinea Bissau 
military personnel. Through another man who was 
present at the State House in Gambia, the witness 
believed Yahya Jammeh had instructed Babucarr 
Jatta and Yankuba Touray to arrest him, tie him in 
an empty rice bag, and drive him directly to Yahya 
Jammeh. 

When he heard this piece of 
information, the witness revealed, 

chills went through his body. “If 
these people had captured me, 

get me arrested, and implemented 
Yahya Jammeh’s  wishes on me” he 
testified,  I don’t think I can survive 

more than one hour or so. 
In Dakar he had no contact in Dakar and only had 
about 20,000 CFA on his person. He realized he 
could not return to The Gambia, nor could be go to 
the places he was familiar with in Dakar because they 
would know to search there.  He stayed at the airport 
so long that the Air Senegal flight flew back to Bissau 
and returned with more passengers. Among those 
passengers was a Mr Darboe he had gotten to know 
at the meeting in Bissau. Upon hearing the witness’s 
predicament, Mr Darboe apparently took sympathy 
on him and allowed him to stay at his house in Dakar 
overnight. 

The next morning, he called one of his wives in The 
Gambia. He remembered she was relieved to hear 
from him because she had been trying to warn him 
of the trouble that awaited him in The Gambia. He 
would not be able to return to The Gambia, so he 
instructed his wife to call his half-brother Gibba and 
make arrangements to begin using an 11-seater 
vehicle the witness had left in Gambia as a taxi. The 
proceeds from the taxi service were to be used to 
sustain his wife and family in his absence. When he 

the first time. They explained their predicament to the 
marabout, and he gave Alieu Jobe jujus to give to the 
soldiers he wanted to protect. Omar Faal, saying he 
wanted more time to speak with them, asked them to 
come back another time. Before leaving, Omar Faal told 
Alieu Jobe he needed to perform a sacrifice of three male 
rams. Two of them were to be slaughtered and the meat 
donated to charity, and the other was to be prayed upon 
by Alieu Jobe. The sacrifices were made and they left. 

The next day when Abdou M Deen learned that Alieu Jobe 
had been arrested, he called Omar Faal and informed him 
of the arrest. He also asked for the marabouts blessing 
for an upcoming trip to Guinea Bissau. However, while he 
was in Guinea Bissau, he received a tip that someone 
had seen Omar Faal saying he had been introduced to 
Alieu Jobe by Abdou M Deen: “at that time, my whole 
world come down crashing”. 

Up till that point, the witness told the Commission, he 
was not worried about being implicated in the failed 
coup because he never dealt with Ndure Cham nor any 
of the soldiers involved in the coup. He believed Alieu 
Jobe would only be interrogated about the people who 
had directly participated in the failed coup, and never 
imagined they would question him about his marabout. 
When asked if he believed that by simply discussing 
plans to overthrow the government with Alieu Jobe he 
had committed treason, Abdou M Deen admitted at the 
time he did not see it that way. 

After receiving the tip, the witness felt he had to leave 
Guinea Bissau. The meeting was held in the same hotel 
the witness was staying in so after the meeting finished, 
he grabbed his bag from his room, left without checking 
out, and got in a taxi straight to the airport. When he told 
the workers at the checkout counter that he had to leave 
Guinea Bissau right away because of an emergency, 
they told him they could put him on the next flight that 
landed. When the next flight landed 45 minutes later he 
he recognised two of the people who got off the plane: 
Babucarr Jatta and the minister of agriculture Yankuba 
Touray. The witness hid in the crowd behind the glass 
partition separating arrivals and departures until they 
left. He boarded his flight safely but he was extremely 
anxious. “I couldn’t believe I’m safe unless and until the 
Air Senegal took off.” 
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land issue in the courts, the witness said he had 
been reinstated to his previous position and paid his 
benefits. The Counsel thus ended her questioning.

The Chair then asked Abdou M Deen if the NIA was 
the entity that seized and auctioned his vehicle. The 
witness responded in the affirmative. Commissioner 
Odico asked if the witness’s family faced any problems 
in The Gambia before they joined him in Dakar. 
Abdou M Deen explained that after an NIA officer 
was assigned to keep watch over the compound she 
could no longer go about her days normally and did 
not feel safe in The Gambia. In order to leave the 
country, his wife had to sneak out at night by climbing 
the fence behind their compound and exit out of the 
neighbouring compound. She then spent the night at 
the witness’ mum’s house before leaving in the early 
morning for the border. The witness’ wife had taken 
his surname but after the incident she had to apply 
for a new ID card with her maiden name because 
“Ms. Deen” would have raised alarm at the border. 
Her plans well laid, she was able to flee the country 
and meet the witness in Dakar. However, Abdou M 
Deen and his wife had to leave their daughter behind 
until they were able to get travel to the US because 
he needed help in Dakar and she was not in the right 
mental state to be alone. Since the child was an 
American citizen she was able to come to Dakar and 
fly with the rest of the family to America after Abdou 
M Deen’s repatriation request went through. The 
witness was in Dakar from March 2006 until 18th 
November 2006. 

Imam Jallow then asked the witness for his opinion on 
the marabout industry in The Gambia. Abdou M Deen 
stressed that everyone including marabouts should 
believe in God and know that whatever happens is 
God’s making. He ended by saying that although he, 
Alieu Jobe and Omar Faal must all take responsibility 
for the action that put them in their predicaments, 
they should also understand that it was God’s plan 
for things to turn out the way they did, so they should 
forgive each other and move on.

Abdou M Deen began his closing remarks by 
thanking the Commission for their work. He then 
went on to stress the importance of strong economic 

called back later, he learned that after his wife contacted 
his half brother, the National Intelligence Agency, NIA, 
called him and told him they were on their way to seize the 
vehicle. The NIA officers ended up seizing two vehicles 
from Abdou M Deen’s compound, the 11-seater and a 
Lexus. 

Abdou M Deen told the Commission he remained in 
Dakar for 32 months. While in Dakar, he was able to 
receive asylum from the Senegalese government. The 
people who helped him with his application were part of a 
non-governmental organization, NGO, headed by Madame 
Rohey Ann. When he returned to the NGO office to follow 
up on other matters, the security guard informed him 
that a military entourage led by Lang Tombong Tamba 
had just departed the premises. According to the security 
guard, Lang Tombong Tamba wanted Madame Rohey Ann 
to provide him with a list of Gambians who had been 
granted asylum in Senegal through their organization. 

The request was unsuccessful and the witness was 
able to stay in Senegal safely, but it was very difficult. 
He described his time there as “a living hell”. He told 
the Commission “not only difficult economic circumstance 
that I endured, but that my life has been turned upside 
down and I was living in a state of fear counsel. Every time 
I was watching at my back. Emotionally, health wise, that 
was torturing”. That fear eventually encouraged him to 
move to a different location in Senegal until he was able 
to relocate to the United States.

In 2017, Abdou M Deen continued, after the government 
of Yahya Jammeh had fallen, he returned to The Gambia. 
He wrote a letter to the new president Adama Barrow 
requesting reinstatement help for the return of his vehicles 
and his land. After being in touch with officials from the 
State Intelligence Service, SIS46, the witness received a 
letter informing him he could seek compensation  from 
the treasury department regarding the Lexus and to go to 
Kotu workshop and collect the 11-passenger van. When 
he went to the Kotu workshop he found the van in terrible 
shape. Abdou M Deen learned from family and friends 
that while he was in the US plainclothes officers had 
been using his Lexus. One of his friends even confronted 
an NIA officer he saw with the car, but was arrested and 
detained at the NIA and later released. While he is still 
pursuing compensation for his Lexus and resolving his 

46The National Intelligence Agency was renamed the State Intelligence Service in 2017.
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development and forgiveness. For 22 years, there was 
deep fear and mistrust in The Gambia, he said, and 
the only way to move forward is to go back and heal old 
wounds. Moving on, he addressed the security officers in 
The Gambia and reminded them of their role to protect 
people. He advised them to stop being loyal to individuals 
and start being loyal to the people. Abdou M Deen then 
denounced coups and advised African leaders to do their 
best to make change without overstaying their allotted 
time in office. He also stated that Gambians should 
discuss ideas to speed up the economic development 
of the country. Abdou M Deen thanked the Senegalese 
government along with his wife and family for their 
assistance. With that, he ended his testimony.

PERSONS MENTIONED BY WITNESS IN TESTIMONY:

None
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Pap Saine is a veteran Gambia journalist and co-founder of The Point Newspaper and founding member of The 
Gambia Press Union. He demanded accountability after the enforced disappearance of Deyda Hydara, and was 
later arrested and detained without charge by the NIA in 2009. 
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the witness that Yahya Jammeh had ordered them 
to arrest Landing Sanneh and to bring back Almamo 
Manneh’s corpse. The witness had already received 
advance warning from Baboucarr Jatta and had made 
arrangements for a cell to be prepared and a medic 
to come and take Almamo Manneh’s body to a clinic. 

He said Almamo Manneh’s corpse 
looked terrible: “there were bullets 
all over. On the face, on the chest, 

multiple bullets”. The next day, 
after a briefing at the barracks by 
Baboucarr Jatta and his deputy 

Modou Badjie, Pierre Mendy was 
instructed to call on some of his 

Muslim men to bury Almamo 
Manneh’s body.

By 2006 Pierre Mendy was serving as commander 
of the Guard Battalion at Fajara Barracks. On 21 
March 2006, he testified, he met with deputy Chief 
of Defence Staff, CDS, Lang Tomobong Tamba who 
informed him he had been selected to go to Slovakia 
and should report to Mamadou Sarr’s office. At 
Mamadou Sarr’s office the witness began discussing 
arrangements, but Lang Tombong Tamba suddenly 
interrupted their meeting and then without uttering 
a word looked at the witness strangely, and left the 
room.

That evening his breaking of the fast at home was 
interrupted by a knock on his door. He sent his 10 
year old son to open it. His son reported back that 
there were soldiers at the gate. The witness invited 
the soldiers in and after a few greetings, Staff 
Sergeant Umpa Mendy, who was accompanied by 
Corporal Baboucarr Bob. told the witness they were 
there to take him to Banjul. The witness agreed to go 
with them, and he was taken outside where he was 
faced with four other soldiers who sandwiched him in 
their vehicle and took him directly to Mile 2 Prison. 
At Mile 2 he was first taken to Chief Inspector Teyana 

WITNESS NAME: LT Colonel Pierre Mendy

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 23rd November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: His role in the burial of Almamo 
Manneh in 2002; his arrest, torture at the NIA, detention 
at Mile 2 prison, and role in the 2006 Ndure Cham coup 
plot.

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Commander of 
the Military Police at Yundum Barracks in 2002 and 
Commander of the guard Battalion at Fajara barracks in 
2006

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Charged with concealment 
of treason, sentenced to 10 years

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Pierre Mendy began his testimony by explaining that 
he first enlisted in the Gambia national Gendarmerie in 
1984 and by 2002, he was commander of the military 
police at the Yundum Barracks. At around 9 o’clock on 
the day of the failed Almamo Manneh coup in 2002 he 
began receiving calls from the army Chief of Staff Colonel 
Baboucarr Jatta and camp commander major Kanteh 
asking if his men at the barracks were secure. They told 
him they would explain everything later, and Pierre Mendy 
warned his men to be vigilant. Later, he received a call 
informing him that Almamo Manneh and Landing Sanneh 
had attempted a coup.

Around 3am, the witness recalled, Almamo Manneh’s 
corpse was brought to the barracks. Landing Sanneh had 
also been arrested and was escorted in by Musa Jammeh, 
Serign Modou Njie, and Lalo Jaiteh. They apparently told 
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The second time Pierre Mendy was taken to the NIA 
was on 25 March. Upon arrival he was presented with 
an independent witness named Babou from Barra, 
who in reality was a hired professional witness for 
the NIA. They both signed the statement Lamin Cham 
helped write a few days before. Pierre Mendy was 
then taken back to the panel this time consisting of 
Momodou Hydara, Demba Sowe, Lamin Cham, Boto 
Keita, among others. 

This time they did not ask him any 
questions and instead Momodou 
Hydara ordered “take him to the 

torture arena”.
The witness narrated being escorted to a clearing 
between some trees behind the NIA building where 
he was beaten mercilessly. “They used sticks, wires, 
hose-pipe, and hammers.” Pierre Mendy’s torturers 
included Sanna Manjang, Malick Jatta, Mustapa 
Sanneh, Micheal Correa, Nuha Badjie, and Modou 
Jarru, amongst others. The torture lasted for 30 
minutes. His head wound re-opened, and blood was 
oozing out. 

Pierre Mendy was then returned to his cell at Mile 2 
Prison. When a medic came to treat him, Omar Colley 
turned him away. The witness described how he had 
to use his own clothes to stanch the bleeding. When 
asked, the witness described the injuries some of 
his fellow Mile 2 detainees had acquired after their 
arrests. 

“Yahya Darboe his eye, Ebou Lowe 
also his leg, Staff Sergeant Manlafi 
Corr he cannot even see. Wassa his 
head, Serign Omar Faal they used a 
knife to want to slaughter him like 
a chicken, and many others. The 
Honorable Demba Dem was even 

vomiting blood.”

and Corporal Alieu Colley. After he was searched, he was 
taken to security wing number five and put into a dirty 
cell. At that time, the witness has still not been informed 
of the reasons behind his arrest. 

The following day, Pierre Mendy continued, Major Wassa 
Camara informed him there had been a foiled coup. On 
23rd March Omar Colley, also known as Jah Guide, came 
to the witness’ cell accompanied by Junglers Malick Jatta, 
Sanna Manjang, Jarju aka Rambo, Mustapha Sanneh, 
Michael Correa. They took him outside and drove him to 
the National Intelligence Agency, NIA. The moment they 
reached the premises Malick Jatta began antagonising 
the witness by tripping him and intimidating him with 
his weapon.

The witness said he was led straight to a panel consisting 
of, among others, Momodou Hydara, Demba Sowe, Boto 
Keita, Lamin Cham. Momodou Hydara asked the witness 
for his whereabouts on 21 March but when the witness 
answered him honestly, he did not believe him. Pierre 
Mendy did his best to defend himself, but Momodou 
Hydara still was not convinced and began asking him 
about a foiled coup.

Pierre Mendy told the Commission he admitted to the 
panel that after a private meeting between his RSM 
Alpha Bah and Ndure Cham, Alpha Bah informed the 
witness that Ndure Cham was planning on overthrowing 
the government. At first the witness took it as a joke, but 
he later decided to inform Susan Wafa Ogu, a confident 
of Yahya Jammeh, just in case. However, when he was 
unable to contact her because she had travelled, he 
subsequently forgot about the issue. However, the panel 
still did not believe him. He was taken to another room 
where Lamin Cham wrote his cautionary statement. 
The witness said he still did not know what the charges 
against him were or why he was arrested and Lamin 
Cham did not let him sign the statement.  

On the way to the car to go back to Mile 2, the witness 
testified, Malick Jatta snuck up on the witness and struck 
him over the head with the butt of his rifle. He revealed 
to the Commission that in 1998 he had reported Malick 
Jatta for smoking cannabis and he probably hit him to 
satisfy a personal vendetta. When the witness arrived at 
mile two, he was bleeding profusely, and Omar Colley had 
to organise medical attention for him.
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After the electrocution, they begin to beat him with 
various materials. Some of them stomped on him 
with military boots and used the sole to scrape at 
his legs until his skin began to peel. Another two 
were hitting the witness’ hips until they started to 
swell, and others beat at his back. They then began 
pushing him around and banging his head against 
the windows in the room. 

The torture was only stopped one hour and 20 
minutes later by Musa Jammeh. Pierre Mendy was 
then taken to the reception area of the NIA where he 
ran into Mustapha Dibba who lamented the witness’s 
condition: “Ah! To my mother, I have never seen 
anything like this. On the whole, this type of cruelty is 
existing in this country “.

Pierre Mendy could not walk after his torture session 
and had to be supported on the journey back to Mile 
2 Prison. Pierre Mendy begged for medical attention 
and in that moment Omar Colley, who helped him into 
his cell, promised he would send for it, but he never 
did.

It took a week before Pierre Mendy 
was able to walk again. During that 
time his fellow detainees assisted 

him with going to the restroom 
and showering. 

His hands were swollen and blackened, as were his 
legs. A sympathetic prison officer smuggled him pain 
medication and shea butter to help treat his wounds 
in the meantime. The witness never stopped pressing 
the prison officials for medical attention, and after a 
week he was seen by Egyptian doctor and given a 
prescription to ease his pain.

Eventually, Pierre Mendy’s case was taken to court 
and presided by Commonwealth Judge Monageng. 
He and five other detainees were charged with 
concealment of treason and he was sentenced to 
10 years in prison. The witness characterized the 
trial as a “kangaroo court” and pointed out that 
the bill to include concealment of treason was not 

Two days later the witness was taken back to the NIA 
for the third time. On this occasion he was questioned 
by Baba Saho, Foday Barry, Momodou Hydara, Demba 
Sowe, Lang Tombong Tamba, Ousman Sonko, Boto Keita, 
Lamin Cham and other Junglers. When Momodou Hydara 
demanded to hear everything Ndure Cham said to him, 
and Pierre Mendy responded, “Ndure Cham never ever 
spoke to me”. After some back-and-forth, Momodou 
Hydara ordered the witness to be taken back to the 
torture arena. They used mostly the same materials as 
the last time, but this time a masked Jungler was trying 
to pinch and peel at Pierre Mendy’s skin with pliers. 
The torture lasted for 40 minutes, after which he was 
returned to Mile 2 Prison.

Pierre Mendy them recalled that the worst torture he 
received occurred on 10th April after he and Mustapha 
Dibba were taken out of their cells by Omar Colley at 1 
AM. That day, the panel portion was completely bypassed, 
and he was taken straight to a torture chamber. Malick 
Jatta told the witness that he must reveal everything 
Ndure Cham had ever told him. The witness once again 
explained he had never spoken to Ndure Cham and the 
only information he had about a coup was from Alieu Bah 
and he did not take it seriously. However, that did not 
deter Malick Jatta who continued to threaten the witness. 
The witness apparently responded, “I am ready to die, but 
the truth I will tell you.”

Tumbul Tamba then turned off the lights and Nuha Badjie 
tied six plastic bags over Pierre Mendy’s head. The 
witness was able to create a small breathing hole, but 
the relief did not last long. 

An electric wire was placed on his 
head and “it was a bright light daylight. 
It was just like when a welder man is 
welding and iron, that is how you see 
the sparks” the plastic bag melted 

on his head and eventually he had to 
resort to using his hands to protect 

his head. They electrocuted him 
four times. 
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months before being pardoned. However, he went 
on to explain that the pardon did not mean much 
because as a Gambian, he qualified for remission, 
which meant that out of 12 months he was only 
supposed to serve 9. This would have brought his 
total sentence to 90 months or seven years and four 
months. He brought that information to the attention 
of the Deputy Director but was turned away and told 
the orders to deny soldiers remission came from 
“the executive.”

Pierre Mendy began his final remarks by thanking 
the Commission for their service. He then went on 
to state that Gambians should love each other and 
encouraged patriotism to be taught as part of civic 
education in order to unite Gambians. He stressed 
that in death no one takes anything with them, so 
they should come together regardless of religion and 
ethnic groups to build the Gambia to higher heights, 
and with that he ended his testimony.

PERSONS MENTIONED BY WITNESS DURING 
TESTIMONY:

Extrajudicial killing (of Almamo Manneh in 2002)

Yahya Jammeh and Baboucarr Jatta

Arbitrary arrest (of Landing Sanneh in 2002)

Yahya Jammeh, Musa Jammeh, Serign Modou Njie, 
Lalo Jaiteh, Baboucarr Jatta and Pierre Mendy 
(confessed)

Arbitrary arrest (of Pierre Mendy in March 2006)

Umpa Mendy, and Baboucarr Bob

Arbitrary detention (of Pierre Mendy)

Omar Colley, Chief Inspector Teyana, Yahya Jammeh 
and Corporal Alieu Colley

Unlawful interrogation (of Pierre Mendy in March 
2006)

Momodou Hydara, Demba Sowe, Boto Keita, Lamin 
Cham, Baba Saho, Foday Barry, Lang Tombong 
Tamba, and Ousman Sonko

introduced until 2009. After going to court for the second 
time, the witness was finally able to see his family, but 
only in 10-minute intervals. After he was charged and 
formerly imprisoned, he had visitation rights, but visits 
would often be denied for up to three months at a time 
meaning he would often only see his family four times a 
year. 

The witness told the Commission that at one of his 
hearings it was announced that Alpha Bah had “escaped47” 
to Casamance. He disputed this characterization, instead 
testifying that one-night Alieu Ceesay, Marenah48, Ebou 
Lowe, and Manlafi Corr were taken out of Mile 2 Prison 
at 3am. A few days later when news of their “escape” 
was broken, but everyone knew “it’s a cooked-up story”. 
He told the Counsel it was no secret those men were 
executed. He further revealed that “some of the Junglers 
who were brought in prison, they told us that when they 
killed them, even Sanna Manjang’s pistol fell in the well.”

Moving on, Pierre Mendy said that his arrest, detention, 
and torture were hard on him and his family. He had to sell 
his land to put his sons through school and he confided 
that his children were traumatised by the ordeal. His 
physical health has deteriorated and although he tries to 
be strong, walking is often still a problem for him.

After expressing his condolences, the Chair thanked the 
witness for faithfully serving his country since 1984. 
Commissioner Samba then asked if Almamo Manneh 
was properly “washed” before being buried. Pierre Mendy 
answered in the negative. He explained that he did his 
best as a Christian to give him a proper burial by having 
some of the Muslim men under his command participate 
but there was nothing he could do as the orders came 
from his superiors and he was in no place to question 
them at the time. 

Commissioner Jones inquired how his family sustained 
themselves during his imprisonment, and how many 
kids he had. The witness responded that his land was 
sold while he was in prison, and his wife and three kids 
were able to sustain themselves from his wife’s job and 
donations from family and friends. When Bishop Odico 
asked if the witness served his full 10-year sentence, 
he responded that he had served nine years and four 

47Alieu Bah was among the 9 death row inmates who were reportedly executed on the orders of Yahya Jammeh in 
September 2012.
48The witness may be referring to Daba Marenah, former Director of the NIA.
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Torture (of Pierre Mendy in 2006)

Sanna Manjang, Malick Jatta, Mustapha Sanneh, Michael 
Correa, Nuha Badjie, Modou Jarru, Momodou Hydara, and 
Tumbul Tamba, 

Denial of medical treatment (of Pierre Mendy)

Omar Colley
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conversation Ndure Cham asked the witness to use 
his friendship with Deputy State Guard commander 
Nfamara Jammeh to convince him to join his plan. 
The witness highlighted to the Commission that he 
refused Ndure Cham’s request and never brought up 
the coup the Nfamara Jammeh.

In March 2006, Alieu Jobe continued, he heard 
rumours of a failed coup and learned that many 
people had been arrested. Apparently, when Nfamara 
Jammeh was being interrogated he admitted that 
Ndure Cham had told him the witness was supposed 
to discuss the coup plans with him, but the witness 
had done no such thing.

Regardless of the fact that Nfamara Jammeh did not 
implicate the witness, Alieu Jobe was still arrested 
on either the 23rd or 24th of March at around 2:30 
pm. He told the Commission he was arrested by 
Lieutenant Musa Jammeh and two other armed 
soldiers on his way to perform abolition at work. They 
allowed the witness to pray his Zuhr prayer first, and 
after the witness said goodbye to his secretary, they 
escorted him to National Intelligence Agency, NIA, 
Headquarters in Banjul.

When asked by the Lead Counsel if he had any contact 
with Ndure Cham on the day of the failed coup the 
witness explained that they spoke on the phone, and 
Ndure Cham told him he was going to lie low in Tanji 
because he knew soldiers would be looking for him 
at his home. Sometime later, he received another call 
from Ndure Cham who explained that he was trying 
to cross the border into Casamance but needed 

WITNESS NAME: Alieu JOBE

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 23th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: the witness’s involvement in the 
Ndure Cham coup, his unlawful arrest and detention, his 
unlawful interrogation(s), his torture, the court trials he 
and others attended, his sentence at the Mile 2 Prisons, 
his stay at the Mile 2 Prions, reasons leading to his 
release

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Director of National 
Treasury

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Charged with: treason, 
conspiracy to commit treason and aiding and abetting, 
political prisoner

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Director of 
Finance at Gambian National Petroleum Corporation

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

After outlining his career trajectory, Alieu Jobe told the 
Commission that in 2006 he was the head of the Gambia 
Governmental Accounting System at only 35 years 
old. The witness was very happy at his job and was able 
to undertake a big project to transform and modernise the 
accounting system and the public financial management 
of The Gambia. However, he only held the position for 15 
months and never saw the outcome of this project.

In 2005, his relative Ndure Cham approached him and 
confided in him that he was contemplating overthrowing 
Yahya Jammeh’s government. When asked why by 
the witness, Ndure Cham explained that under Yahya 
Jammeh the Army had become increasingly spoiled 
and unprofessional. He also decried the human rights 
violations as well as corruption. The witness did not 
agree with Ndure Cham’s plans and tried to dissuade him 
by arguing that coups only lead to more instability. Ndure 
Cham insisted he would install a civilian government in 
place, and even mentioned putting Alieu Jobe’s name 
forward as a candidate to head the civilian government. 

None the less the witness was still against it as he did 
not like the general idea of a coup, he was doing well in 
his career, and he had no interest in politics. During the 
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The men in all black took Alieu Jobe to the NIA and 
brought him in front of a panel consisting of NIA 
agents Momodou Hydra, Baba Saho, and Foday 
Barry, along with acting Chief of Defense Staff Lang 
Tombong Tamba, Inspector General of the Police 
Ousman Sonko, State Guard soldier Alagie Martin, 
and a few others including Musa Jammeh. The panel 
told the witness they knew Ndure Cham wanted him 
to inform Nfamara Jammeh about the coup. Alieu 
Jobe told them that he knew nothing about the coup, 
but they kept insisting. After a while, they became 
frustrated with his lack of compliance and sent him 
outside with some soldiers.

Outside, Alieu Jobe was handcuffed and forced to 
kneel. 

A black plastic bag was then 
placed over his head and 

tied around his neck making it 
very difficult for him to breathe. 

The soldiers proceeded to beat the 
witness with sticks on his face and 

back for 15 minutes. 
They then started asking him the same question he 
was asked in front of the panel. When the witness did 
not provide them with a satisfactory answer, they 
started beating him again. Alieu Jobe was beaten 
for about 30 minutes. The witness speculated Sanna 
Manjang, Micheal Correa, and Modou Jarju were the 
ones that beat him that day. Although he was not sure 
of the others’ identities, he told the Commission he 
knew for certain that the Tumbul Tamba was in charge 
because he could hear him taunting him while he 
was being beaten.

After that night’s torture session, the witness was 
returned to Mile 2 Prison. The next night he was 
picked up again and taken in front of the same panel 
as the night before and asked the same questions. 
When they threatened to beat him again, the witness 

5,000 dalasi from the witness. So, the witness sent his 
cousin Alieu Lowe to deliver the money. That was the last 
conversion they had that day. 

Alieu Jobe then continued from where he left off and 
recounted that after arriving at the NIA, Musa Jammeh 
did not get out of the car. He instead turned and asked 
the witness if he had any knowledge about the foiled 
coup. When the witness answered in the negative, Musa 
Jammeh told him “OK, I will take you to Mile 2, and you 
will spend the rest of your life in Mile 2.”

At Mile 2 Prison, Omar Colley searched the witness for 
any contraband. After his admittance into Mile 2 Prison 
was formally documented, he was led deeper into the 
prison, searched for a second time, then taken to a one-
man prison cell. The witness described the cell as being 
one metre in width and two metres in length. There was 
raised concrete blockwork, which functioned as the bed 
and another piece of blockwork that had a hole to put a 
chamber pot in. There was only one window about the 
size of a book cut high into the wall. The window had 
no wire gauze and could not be closed so there was no 
protection from mosquitoes. The witness explained to the 
Commission that it became very cold at night since Mile 
2 Prison was situated near the river. When the witness 
could not bear the cold, he would use the prayer outfit 
that he was wearing over his regular clothes at the time 
of his arrest as a makeshift blanket.

On the day he was arrested Alieu Jobe testified, he was 
not made aware of his charges nor was he given access 
to any legal counsel or allowed to inform his family of 
his whereabouts. He later said many people, including 
the late Sheriff Dibba, MC Cham, and Deputy Chief of 
Defence Staff Mamady Cham, were also arrested at the 
same time. After his arrest he was left alone in his cell 
for 30 hours, until around 1 am. A night prison officer 
“Chief” Jammeh removed him from his cell and handed 
him over to four men wearing “black black”. The witness 
later came to learn the names of those men to be Sanna 
Manjang, Micheal Correa, Malick Jatta, and someone 
with the last name Jarju. The witness speculated his full 
name may have been Modou Jarju, but they just called 
him Rambo.
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When asked by the Commission 
why he agreed to sign and publicly 
give a false statement, Alieu Jobe 

answered honestly “I signed it 
because I don’t have a choice. If 
I failed to sign it, I will be passed 

through the same treatment. 
It’s better to sign it and have my 

life with me.” 

The witness confirmed he went on television and 
gave the false statement, but he could not remember 
exactly what he had said because it was a long time 
ago and he never actually watched the recording. At 
this time, the witness had been in prison for three 
months, and had not been charged with anything and 
was being kept incommunicado the whole time. He 
was eventually taken to court after being detained 
at Mile 2 Prison for over three months. The witness 
and about 14 others were taken to the High Court 
and arraigned by Justice Minister Sheikh Tijan Hydra. 
He was charged with treason, conspiracy to commit 
treason, as well as one more charge he can no longer 
remember. After they were charged the witness and 
other detainees were driven back to Mile 2 Prison 
and advised to secure lawyers. The witness said that 
Omar Faal Keita, Demba Dem, and Tamsir Jasseh 
were also charged that day. 

Responding to further questions from the Deputy 
Lead Counsel, the witness explained that he had met 
Omar Faal Keita, a marabout, through his colleague 
Abdou Deen. The witness claimed he avoided meeting 
Omar Faal Keita because he did not trust him. At that 
time, the witness and Abdou Deen would discuss 
what the witness described as the “open secret” 
of the coup. The witness said he ended up meeting 
Omar Faal Keita for the first time on 21 March 2006.

Returning to his narration, he told the Commission 
that after they secured lawyers, they were taken back 

decided to come clean and confess Ndure Cham had 
indeed asked him to speak to Nfamara Jammeh about 
the coup. He also made sure to emphasise that he had 
refused to do so. 

Even though Alieu Jobe cooperated he 
was still sent outside to the “beating 
squad” and tortured for 50 minutes. 

After his beating the witness was taken to a cell in the 
back of the NIA building. The cell had no bed or blanket 
and was infested with mosquitoes and urine. If the 
witness wanted to sleep he had to lie on the bare urine 
covered floor. The cell also had no windows, so when 
the door was locked the witness had no way of telling 
whether it was a day or night. Alieu Jobe was detained in 
that cell for 3 to 5 days.

Alieu Jobe told the Commission he beaten and tortured 
mercilessly every night he was detained at the NIA. One 
day he returned to his cell and found a man with the last 
name Saidykhan who he learned was the brother of one 
of the witness’ colleagues. During their time as cellmates 
Alieu Jobe comforted Saidykhan and encouraged him to 
think positively. The witness became choked up as he 
revealed he left Saidykhan with one last message. Alieu 
Jobe begged “When you see Nfansu tell him, I don’t know 
when I will leave this place, but let them help my family.” 
He agreed to pass along the message.

He revealed after being tortured for 3 to 5 days he was 
returned to Mile 2 Prison. However, a few days later he 
and Tamsir Jasseh were taken to the NIA, interrogated, 
tortured, and returned to Mile 2 Prison. The witness 
explained to the Commission that the NIA were trying 
to get them to appear on television and give false 
statements about the coup. Eventually the witness 
agreed. He revealed to the Commission he was given 
false statements to read that stated Ndure Cham told 
him about the coup and threatened him after the witness 
said he would not talk about it with Nfamara Jammeh. 
The false statement also contained a passage about 
Omar Faal Keita. 
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Alieu Jobe was in prison for nine years and four 
months in total. On 22 July 2014, Yahya Jammeh 
announced that he would be releasing eligible 
prisoners on presidential pardon. Alieu Jobe met the 
criteria and was finally released. The Deputy Lead 
Counsel thus ended her questioning. 

In response to a question from the Chair about 
the cancelled family visits, Alieu Jobe clarified that 
visitation was cancelled whenever Yahya Jammeh 
toured the country, and other times just on a whim. 
Imam Sey then inquired if the witness had ever run 
into the men who mistreated him during his time in 
prison, and if any of them had asked for forgiveness. 
Alieu Jobe responded that he had met several of 
them including Bo Badjie, Foday Barry, as well as 
Lang Tombong Tamba and he has chosen to forgive 
them all, even those who had not yet asked him for 
forgiveness.

The Chair thanked Alieu Jobe and asked why the 
witness believed he would not have become president 
if Ndure Cham’s coup had  succeeded. The witness 
explained that he did not believe the military would 
have been willing to sit back and let a civilian lead. 

The witness expressed his gratitude that his pregnant 
wife was not in the country when he was arrested, 
because he t believed they would have arrested 
her too. He knew of a lady who was arrested while 
she was still breast-feeding and the baby would be 
brought in when it was time to feed and then taken 
away after. He did not want to imagine that kind of 
life for his wife. 

His wife gave birth four months 
after he was arrested and because 

of his time in prison, he did not 
meet his child until they were 

nine years old. 
Alieu Jobe began his closing remarks by thanking 
Allah for all he has done and rejecting the validity 
of coups. He appealed to Gambians to abide by the 

to the High Court. On 9th August 2007 Alieu Jobe was 
sentenced to 20 years in prison. His life in Mile 2 Prison 
as a convicted prisoner was not much different from when 
he was a detainee, except that he was allowed more time 
outside his cell and was finally able to get one 30-minute 
familial visit a month. The visitation schedule was often 
inconsistent and the 30 minutes was not guaranteed. 
The visits would frequently be cut short or cancelled if 
Yahya Jammeh was traveling or if it was close to Eid and 
Christmas.

Moving forward to 2009, the witness explained that 
one day after Lang Tombong Tamba was arrested, the 
witness, Bunja Darboe, Yahya Darboe, and a few others 
were taken to the NIA. The Director General of the NIA 
Numo Kujabi and a man named Pa Harry tried to entice 
the witness into implicating Lang Tombong Tamba as a 
participant in the 2006 coup. Numo Kujabi said “we are 
calling you here for you to tell us about you know Lang 
Tombong’s involvement in 2006 coup. When you do that, 
you know we will speak to him and he will leave you go.”  
The witness denied their offer.

Going back to the conditions at Mile 2 Prison, the witness 
described the food as horrible. They were served spoiled 
rice and meat. 

Most people survived by sneaking in 
supplements and being lucky enough 

to be hospitalised. 
He explained “at least when You get to the hospital, you 
can prevail over the prison officer and your family can buy 
you some better food, which you believe when you eat it, 
it can keep you until your next appointment”. Alieu Jobe 
was frequently hospitalised during his imprisonment for 
issues developed as a direct result of the conditions at 
Mile 2 Prison. He had to receive eye surgery to correct 
the damage the dim lighting of his cell caused. This eye 
surgery was the only reason the witness was moved out 
of cell five and placed into a better cell block with lots 
of windows. He also suffered from a haemorrhage and 
stayed at the Royal Victoria Teaching Hospital for 25 
days.
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constitution in order to ensure The Gambia remains stable 
peaceful. He also denounced tribalism. He emphasised 
that he had not left the country after his release, and is 
instead working as the Director of Finance at the Gambia 
National Petroleum Corporation because he believes the 
development of Gambia is in the hands of Gambians. 
Alieu Jobe thanked the Commission for their hard work, 
and brought up the fact all of the soldiers and officers 
that were incarcerated were compensated for the time 
they spent in prison and stated that he would like to be 
compensated as well. Alieu Jobe then thanked his family 
for standing by him and with that he ended his testimony.

PERSONS MENTIONED BY WITNESS DURING 
TESTIMONY:

Arbitrary arrest (of Alieu Jobe in 2006)

Musa Jammeh

Unlawful interrogation (of Alieu Jobe in 2006)

Lang Tombong Tamba, Ousman Sonko, Alagie Martin, 
Foday Barry, Momodou Hydara, Baba Saho

Torture (of Alieu Jobe in 2006)

Tumbul Tamba, Sanna Manjang, Michael Correa, Malick 
Jatta, Modou Jarju (alias Rambo)

Arbitrary detention (of Alieu Jobe)

Musa Jammeh, Lang Tombong Tamba, Foday Barry, 
Momodou Hydara, Alagie Martin

Obtaining false statements or confessions (from Alieu 
Jobe in 2009)

Numo Kujabi and Pa Harry   
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the students began to scatter. The students started 
to gather to attack the PIU base. It was at that time 
the witness boarded his vehicle and headed to the 
police garage behind the PIU camp. He was not there 
to witness what happened afterwards but could hear 
gunshots while he was at the police garage.

Moving forward, the witness later changed positions 
and by 2009 was working under Inspector General of 
Police, IGP, Ensa Badjie49. One day he was ordered by 
the IGP to make arrangements for someone arrested 
in Farafenni to be taken to Banjul. At the time the 
witness did not know the person in question, nor 
the charges being brought against them, but he 
later came to know the name of that man to be 
Ebrima Marreh. The following Friday he was called by 
Ensa Badjie and asked to meet him at the National 
Intelligence Agency, NIA. When he arrived at the NIA, 
he found Ensa Badjie sitting with a young man. Ensa 
Badjie then told the witness “elder one, this man 
said that you gave him my telephone number.” He 
remembered being confused and denied that he had 
given the telephone number. Ensa Badjie then turned 
to the young man and asked if he knew the witness. 
When the young man explained that he did not know 
him, Ensa Badjie told the witness “brother, this one is 
a liar so you can go back to office.”

That evening while Momodou Gaye was standing by 
the gate of his compound he received a telephone call 
from Ensa Badjie who once again told the witness to 
meet him at the NIA. Upon arrival, he found Yankuba 
Drammeh and Ensa Badjie had also been brought 
in for questioning. Apparently Ensa Badjie had been 
detained and was crying and asking the witness 
“brother, how can a police officer be involved in a 
coup d’état?” Although Ensa Badjie was detained, 
the witness recalled seeing his hands swollen from 
punching a boy who he believed was lying against 
him. The witness speculated to the Commission 
that even though Ensa Badjie was a detainee at the 
NIA he was not treated as such because he had a 
relationship with the Director of the NIA.

That evening, the witness continued, he was brought 
before a panel consisting of Saul Badjie, IGP Ensa 
Badjie, Numo Kujabi, Bora Colley, Sukuta Jammeh, 

WITNESS NAME: Momodou GAYE

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 23rd November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: April 11th 2000 incident, 
the witness’ arbitrary arrest in 2009, his unlawful 
interrogation, torture, and arbitrary detention, court 
proceedings, prison sentence and release 

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Officer in-charge of 
Kanifing Division and deputy inspector general of police 

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Arbitrarily arrested in 
2009 and subjected to unlawful interrogation, torture, 
and arbitrary detention, bribed to provide false witness, 
and served six and half years in prison

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Momodou Gaye began his testimony by describing how 
he enlisted in the Gambia Police Force in 1982. He rose 
in rank and by 2000, he was the officer in charge of the 
Kanifing division of police. On 11th April 2000 he was 
called to the Gambia Technical Training Institute, GTTI, 
to respond to an incident. He was joined by Minister 
of Interior Ousman Badjie, Chief of Defence Staff 
Baboucarr Jatta, Deputy Inspector General Sankung 
Badjie, Commissioner of Operations the Gambia police 
force Baboucarr Sowe, and other Police Intervention 
Unit, PIU, personnel. The witness recalled the discussion 
happening at GTTI between the student and authorities. 
The students demanded for their colleagues who are 
detained at the PIU camp to be released. After the 
agreement was made, they moved from GTTI towards the 
PIU camp. Before they arrived, there was an attack, and 

49See TRRC Digest Edition 10 pages 41 – 58.
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While the interrogation panel left the room, Solo 
Bojang and his team remained with the witness. 
They handcuffed him from behind and put a plastic 
bag over his head. They tried to suffocate him with 
it for some time but thankfully he was able to bite a 
breathing hole in it. When they removed the bag, the 
witness began to laugh. He explained to his torturers 
he thought it was funny that someone who did not 
know him at all was able to create a story out of the 
blue and land him in the situation.

They continued putting additional 
plastic bags on his head and the 

witness recalled just reciting in the 
name of the Almighty Allah. He was 

then lifted and dragged out of 
the room. 

They took him outside and pushed him on the ground. 
It was then the beating began. He was beat with 
pipes, hosepipes and sticks. Eventually Alagie Morr 
ordered them to stop and Momodou Gaye was taken 
back to Mile 2 Prison.

Momodou Gaye told the Commission he spent 
a further three months at Mile 2 Prison without 
being charged before being taken back to the NIA 
with Lang Tombong Tamba. He was brought before 
another panel, this time chaired by Bora Colley. They 
presented him with a phone number, but after learning 
it was not his, they were taken back to Mile 2 Prison. 
On two other occasions he was brought to the NIA 
with Lang Tombong Tamba and Bo Baajie. He claimed 
they were supposed to be tortured into confessing, 
but Nuha Badjie, the head of the torturing group, was 
very sympathetic and would stage the torture and 
report that it had been done without so much as 
touching them. During one of his visits to the NIA his 
voluntary and cautionary statements were taken. In 
the statements he denied any accusation of treason, 
insisting that he was not involved in planning or 
discussing the overthrow of the government with 
anyone. 

Alagie Camara and many others. He explained that Ensa 
Badjie was part of the panel he was brought in front of 
because he was one of the accused and he was being 
given a chance to lead his investigation. Ebrima Marreh 
was then brought in front of all of them, and he accused 
the witness of being the one who sent him to Farafenni 
and that the witness and Lang Tombong Tamba had given 
him Ensa Badjie’s number. The witness denied this and 
told the panel that he did not know Ebrima Marreh and in 
fact Ensa Badjie was the one who knew him.

The interrogation was cut short and Momodou Gaye was 
taken out of the room. Hours later he was informed by 
Numo Kujabi that he was to be detained at Mile 2 Prison. 
He, along with Lang Tombong Tamba, Kawsu Camara, 
and Lie Joof, were taken to Mile 2 Prison - later on he 
realised OB Mbye, Bo Badjie, Yankuba Touray were there 
as well. The witness was detained in cell number five of 
the maximum-security wing. 

He claimed he was still not made 
aware of his accused crimes.

The following morning, the witness said, they were 
collected and taken to the NIA. Sainey Ndure was 
responsible for helping them make their statements. 
After he gave his statement the witness waited and, in 
the evening, he appeared before the panel again. They 
repeated the same questions regarding his relationship 
with Ebrima Marreh and Lang Tombong Tamba. The panel 
claimed he and Lang Tombong Tamba sent a spy to the 
military camp and Lang Tombong Tamba had asked Ruyy 
Gassama Jabbie to bring in weapons as well.

When they realised they would be able to get nothing out 
of the witness, the investigating panel left. The witness 
explained that he believed the people who were first 
accused were trying to fabricate a story to exonerate 
themselves. 

They knew that Yahya Jammeh was 
annoyed with Lang Tombong Tamba at 
the time, and any allegation against 
him would have been well received.
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Delving deeper, the witness explained he was 
thankful that most Gambians knew the allegations 
against him were false. He attested that even CDS 
Masanneh Kinteh came to the court and testified that 
Ebrima Marreh was State House personnel and had 
been given an assignment in Farafenni. The witness 
said he later discovered that in the telephone calls 
he was accused of making had actually been Ebrima 
Marreh speaking with Ensa Badjie and Masanneh 
Kinteh, and Numo Kujabi. He also learned, from Bai 
Lowe and Solo Bojang once they were also inmates 
in Mile 2, that the witnesses brought against them 
were paid. 

When asked why he was dragged 
into the case and found guilty 
despite the dearth of evidence 
against him, he responded that 
the people in power brought in 

“mercenary judges” to do 
whatever they want. 

Momodou Gaye stated that Mile 2 Prison was a terrible 
place. They had to buy the food that was supposed 
to be given to them, and the cells would get so hot it 
was hard to breathe. He mentioned that at one point 
there was a Lady named Aunty Rose who brought in 
a bakery and started fixing the ventilation problems, 
but she died before she could get to his cell. They 
were only allowed visitation while they were going to 
court. It was then taken away after their sentence, 
but when the time of their execution approached it 
was given back.

The Counsel ended her questioning, and the Chair 
quickly clarified that it was another witness who 
the Momodou Gaye had recognized as someone 
who used to sell food in Mile 2 as opposed to an 
employee of the TRRC. In response to question 
from Imam Sey, the witness said he never found out 
who sent Ebrima Marreh, nor his occupation. All he 
knew was that Ebrima Marreh was later detained at 
Janjanbureh Prison and then released. Bishop Odico 
asked why the witness still felt his sentence hangs on 

Eventually, the witness narrated, they were given a court 
date. However, before the day arrived, they were each 
individually invited to the Attorney general’s chambers 
by the then Director of Public Prosecution Chenge50 and 
asked to be witnesses against each other. The witness 
recalled there being about eight of them including himself, 
Lang Tombong Tamba, Bo Badjie, Ngorr Secka, Kawsu 
Camara, OB Mbye, Uncle Lye Joof and Yusuf Ezideen. 
They were all asked to volunteer as state witnesses but  
Momodou Gaye refused. On their first appearance in 
court, they were charged with treason and conspiracy. 
The witness’ lawyer was the late Pap Cheyassin Secka. 
There was no evidence against the witness, a fact the 
head of the panel confirmed, beyond the sole testimony 
of Ebrima Marreh.

Before the outcome of the case was announced, 
Momodou Gaye was taken back to the NIA. He testified 
that 

Director General of the NIA Numo 
Kujabi and the Solicitor General Pa 
Harry Jammeh told him they were 

sent by Yahya Jammeh. If he agreed 
to be a witness against the others, 

they offered, he would be given money, 
made the Inspector General, or even 

given ambassador position.
The witness rejected their offer, reasoning that while Mile 
2 would be difficult, it was better than telling a lie. 

The next time they went back to court, they were all 
sentenced to death. The witness pointed out that this 
was contrary to the constitution of The Gambia, which 
stated that nobody charged with treason should be 
sentenced to death if there was no murder or poisoning. 
When the President pronounced the execution of all 
death row inmates in 201251, they were saved by their 
lawyer Sheriff Tambedou and Justice Gibou Janneh, who 
filed a case of stay of execution. Six and a half years 
into his sentence, President Yahya Jammeh announced 
he was pardoning eligible prisoners and the witness was 
released.

50Likely Richard Chenge, a Nigerian lawyer who served as Director of Public Prosecution from 2009 to 2011.
51In August 2012 President Yahya Jammeh announced he planned to execute the 44 prisoners on death row within 
the next month. Nine people were killed extrajudicially on 23rd August 2012.
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The witness explained 
he had been wrongly 

accused and if 
the laws had been 

properly followed, he 
would not have been 

sentenced at all, 
much less to death. 

him even though he was granted a presidential pardon. 
The witness explained he had been wrongly accused 
and if the laws had been properly followed, he would not 
have been sentenced at all, much less to death. In his 
final remarks Momodou Gaye thanked his family and Dr. 
Dawda Jange Tim before asking the Commissioners to 
bring in Joe Mendy to testify. He then ended his testimony 
by praying for the Commission and thanking all Gambians 
for believing in him.

PERSONS MENTIONED BY WITNESS DURING 
TESTIMONY:

Assault (of Ebrima Marreh in 2009)

Ensa Badjie

Unlawful interrogation (of Momodou Gaye in 2009)

Saul Badjie, Numo Kujabi, Bora Colley, Sukuta Jammeh, 
Alagie Camara, Ensa Badjie

Arbitrary detention (of Momodou Gaye)

Numo Kujabi

Torture (of Momodou Gaye in 2009)

Solo Bojang 

Obtaining false statement or confession (from Momodou 
Gaye)

Numo Kujabi, Pa Harry Jammeh, and Yahya Jammeh
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The witness attested he was arrested alongside 
Modou Jammeh, Bakary Bojang, Tambadou, and 
three police officers that he later clarified were 
not connected to his issue. After waiting for three 
hours he was interrogated by a panel consisting 
of Louis Gomez, the aforementioned Tunkara, and 
someone with the surname Ceesay. It was during 
his interrogation he finally learned that he was being 
accused of aiding Pa Bojang flee the country.

Taking a step back, Banta Jaiteh explained that Pa 
Bojang was President Yahya Jammeh’s nephew and 
was the manager of Kanilai Bakery Farm and Kanilai 
Group International, KGI52. He said he and Pa Bojang 
had familial relations as they came from neighbouring 
communities. Furthermore, he revealed, along with 
two business partners (an American citizen from 
Nigeria and Abdoulie Sanyang, now deputy Inspector 
General of Police) the witness rented a plot from Pa 
Bojang and KGI where they ran a car repair business. 
The witness said he signed a rental contract with 
KGI and paid a down payment of 100,00053 dalasi 
in addition to another 100,000 dalasi a month after 
they moved in. He confirmed that while Pa Bojang 
was the manager of KGI, the corporation belonged to 
President Yahya Jammeh.

Around three to four months later, the witness 
continued, he received a call from Pa Bojang, who 
told him “the big man” had driven past their garage 
and was ordering them to move out immediately. The 
witness replied that it would take at least a week 
to move their heavy equipment. After searching for 
a solution, the witness’ business partner Abdoulie 
Sanyang found a large compound nearby where they 
could transfer the equipment. However, by August 
2014, he had heard through television and radio that 
the government was offering a reward of 1 million 
dalasi for information on Pa Bojang’s whereabouts. 

Returning to August 2014, Banta Jaiteh testified that 
during his initial interrogation by the panel at the NIA 
it became clear the accusation that he had helped 
Pa Bojang escape could not be substantiated. He 
added that Louis Gomez, Tunkara, and Ceesay were 
joined by the two men who had initially made the 

WITNESS NAME: Banta Jaiteh

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 24th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The witness’ business dealings 
with Pa Bojang; the arbitrary arrest and detention of the 
witness, Modou Jammeh, Bakary Bojang, and Tambadou; 
the torture of the witness at the NIA 

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Businessman 

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Arbitrarily arrested, 
detained, and tortured at the NIA in August 2014

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Banta Jaiteh began his testimony by informing the 
Commission he had no formal western education and was 
a farmer before he began buying and selling real estate. 
On a Monday morning in August 2014, he narrated, he 
was at the land’s office when he received a call from a 
man he identified as Tunkara who worked for the National 
Intelligence Agency, NIA. After asking his whereabouts, 
Tunkara told him he was needed at the NIA. Before he 
finished his business at the land office two NIA officers 
showed up and took him to their headquarters. 

He was not told why he was arrested, 
but he suspected it had to do with 

land issues: “at that time, these land 
issues, sometimes it happens,” 

he shrugged.

52Both of these corporations were controlled by Yahya Jammeh and have since been implicated in a slew of 
fraudulent practices. See The Ministry of Justice, The Janneh Commission Reports and Organized Crime and 
Corruption Reporting Project, The Great Gambia Heist. 
53Approximately $2,526 US in September 2014.

https://www.moj.gm/downloads
https://www.occrp.org/en/greatgambiaheist/
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One of the men took a card out of the witness’s pocket, 
which had a cash power56 number on it. The man 
alleged this was an international phone number he 
was using to communicate with Pa Bojang. When the 
witness told them it was a cash power number, they 
accused him of lying and began beating him again. 
One of the men present, a Jola man from Bwiam, 
told the others that what the witness was saying was 
true. None the less, the beating continued. 

He described how his legs and 
arms were held while two or three 

people took turns beating him with 
sticks and a fan belt. He specified 
that one of them, a Fula man, hit 

him with a small metal bar. 
After the beating, Banta Jaiteh continued, he was 
taken back to an isolated cell around the side of 
the building by the Director General’s office. There 
he joined a former military officer, Jibril Jammeh or 
Bojang, who helped apply shea butter to his back. 
The witness said Jibril Jammeh/Bojang claimed to 
be Yahya Jammeh’s nephew and that he had been 
arrested with Solo Bojang. Apparently, he had been 
there for one and a half years and had scars on his 
back, but he did not say he was beaten. 

The next morning a tall slim man the witness identified 
as a supervisor came to his cell accompanied by a 
younger doctor. When the doctor asked whether the 
witness had any injuries, he said he only had a slight 
body ache. When asked why he told them he was fine 
when in reality he was in significant pain from the 
torture the night before, he said he believed if they 
knew he was injured they would not release him until 
he was cured. He added that he wanted to keep his 
bloody clothes as evidence. 

After a few days, Banta Jaiteh narrated, when he was 
allowed to mingle with his co-accused, he learned 
that they had not been subjected to any beatings. He 
reasoned this could be because at least one of them 
was related to Yayha Jammeh’s mother and added 

accusation: Abdou Seydi a police officer in the criminal 
investigation division of Brusubi, and the former Alkalo’s54 
son, Yankuba, were also present.  After the questioning 
ended, the witness and the other accused were taken 
to a cell in a building at the back of the NIA compound. 
They were not charged with an offence or presented any 
warrant for their detention.  

The witness described how the accused were initially put 
in different cells. He remembered there being around 
four or five people in his small cell. When he arrived, he 
said, they were sitting on cardboard on the floor with the 
pervasive stench of urine. One of the prisoners was from 
Guinea Bissau. Another two he described as “boys,” one 
who was arrested with a gun, and another who suffered 
from mental illness and was arrested while trying to enter 
the belly of a plane at the airport. 

That night, while the detainees were watching TV and 
brewing attaya55, Louis Gomez arrived at the NIA and 
turned on the light in the operations room. Soon after, 
then Director of Operations Borry Bojang also drove in 
along with other cars. The witness remembered Bakary 
Bojang telling him that he was scared because this was 
what happened before they tortured someone. Soon 
afterwards, a short dark NIA officer with a Fula surname 
came and collected the witness from the cell. He was 
taken to the operations room, where the light had since 
been turned off.

As he entered the room, Banta Jaiteh narrated, he was 
slapped so hard he crumbled to the floor. He moved to 
raise himself, but was stuck on his back with an object, 
causing him to fall to the floor again. He was then led to a 
large hallway where he found around 18 people waiting for 
him. He testified there were two NIA officers - the officer 
escorting him and one in the room asking questions and 
taking notes – in the room. The rest of the men, he said, 
were Junglers. They asked whether he helped Pa Bojang 
leave the country. 

When he replied in the negative, “they 
didn’t want to hear that. That’s when 

they started beating me.”

54Village leader.
55Local green tea.
56A number associated with an electricity meter.
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wounds they received during torture. He specifically 
named Yahya Darboe, Faring Sanyang, Ebrima 
Sanneh, former minister Junkung Colley, an officer 
named Camara, and a protocol at the statehouse 
with the surname Sowe. In total he estimated there 
were around 100 to 200 Gambians in Dakar seeking 
asylum. 

After a break, Banta Jaiteh explained that his arrest 
and detention were very difficult for him, his family, 
and his business. He said he was the breadwinner 
of the family and when he was arrested everything 
stopped. One of his wives and her children were 
already in the United States, but he said that one of 
his sons in the Gambia had his education interrupted 
and started smoking cannabis. When the witness 
returned to The Gambia in 2016 he was able to 
rehabilitate his son to some degree. Regarding his 
health, he said he thanks god he survived his ordeal 
and that he has not suffered any long-term illnesses. 
The Counsel then ended her questioning and turned 
the witness over the Commissioners.

The Chair asked the witness how he was able to give 
his testimony in English so fluently even though he 
lacked western education. The witness responded 
that he grew up helping his father herd cattle and 
only attended an Arabic school where they focused 
on Islamic education. None the less, he said, he had 
it in his heart to speak English, so when he arrived 
in Germany years later he picked up the American 
military newspaper “Stars and Stripes” and taught 
himself English. He also explained that many years 
after his beating he saw one of his torturers while he 
was at an eye clinic and took a photo with his mobile 
phone. The photo was presented to the Commission.

Imam Jallow then asked Banta Jaiteh if he had any 
advice for the government on how to prevent the 
security services acting cruelly. The witness agreed 
that reform was necessary and suggested that more 
education was prioritised. He went on a long diatribe 
about how bad traffic has become in the greater Banjul 
area and how poorly the Gambian traffic police were 
handling the situation. After a few minutes of griping 
about the traffic, he then returned to saying that people 

that they were eventually detained longer than him. He 
also recalled one day during his detention when they 
brought 16 or 17 years old to his cell who arrived crying 
with blood stains on the back of his shirt. The boy was 
there for two or three days before he was removed from 
the cell. One night during his detention he also heard 
someone shouting as if they were being beaten. No 
charges were brought against him during his detention. 

The witness told the Commission he was detained for 
three to four weeks. During the first two weeks he was 
not allowed any visitors, but after they realised they had 
no case against him, they loosened the rules slightly and 
his family was allowed to bring him food. Before that, 
he claimed, the NIA would give him 25 dalasi57 in the 
morning and 25 dalasi in the evening to feed himself.

While he was detained, Banta Jaiteh continued, family 
members contacted his brother in the United States, 
who contacted the American embassy in Banjul, who put 
him in touch with a lawyer named Yassin Senghor. She 
then contacted the Director General of the NIA and Louis 
Gomez, which he said led to his eventual release. 

The witness explained that the day he was released he 
had his brother take pictures of his scars. He also kept 
the undershirt he had been wearing when he was beaten 
which was still smeared with his blood. The witness 
then presented the images and his bloody undershirt 
the Commission. When asked why he kept the clothing, 
he replied that he had never endured anything like this 
before, and that god must have granted him the wisdom 
to know he would someday be before a commission like 
the TRRC. 

Soon after he was released, Banta Jaiteh later testified, 
he got a call on a Saturday morning from a friend who 
worked as a clerk at the Banjul High Court. His friend told 
him that he had been trying to reach him for days and 
that there was an order to have him arrested and taken 
to Mile 2. The next day his brother drove him to Karang 
where he walked across the border into Senegal and got 
in a sept place58 bound for Dakar. 

While he was applying for asylum in Dakar he was taken 
to a hospital in Thies where he met a number of other 
Gambians who were receiving physical therapy for the 

57Approximately $0.63 US in August 2014.
58Common form of public transportation in Francophone West Africa.
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TRRC could replace traditional justice mechanisms 
and the court system. He then forgave everyone who 
abused him, and said it was not necessary for them 
to go to jail. He ended by saying he left everything to 
god. 

Persons Mentioned by Witness During Testimony:

Participating in unlawful interrogation (of witness 
in August 2014):

Louis Gomez, Tunkara, Ceesay

who had been adversely mentioned at the TRRC should 
not still be holding positions of power in government. 
He said many people in the government were appointed 
due to family connections and were incompetent in their 
positions. He contrasted this unfavourably with Senegal, 
which he said was a meritocracy. He then talked about 
his family in America and what has been happening in 
their lives. 

He revealed that he had originally 
named one of his children Yahya 

Jammeh, but after his ordeal his son 
changed his own name. 

Commissioner Samba then asked the witness to clarify 
that he did not receive a refund from the payment me 
made on the rental property despite only being there for 
six months. The Deputy Chair then clarified that Officer 
Commanding Jatta was not picked up by the NIA in 
connection with Pa Bojang. She also highlighted how the 
NIA officers not being able to tell the difference between 
a cash power number and an international phone number 
betrayed their ineptitude. 

When Commisioner Kah asked the biggest lesson, 
he learned from his ordeal, Banta Jaiteh replied that 
Gambians are Gambian first and their ethnicity second. 
He said he was raised in a household with other children 
from different ethnic groups, which is why he speaks all 
the languages of the Gambia. To test him on this claim 
Imam Sey asked the witness in Fula whether his parents 
were alive in 2014. He replied that his mother was alive 
but his father had already passed. He again said that he 
believed all this cruelty happened because of a lack of 
education. 

The witness then began his closing remarks by thanking 
the Commissioners for all their work. After a brief overview 
of the struggle against Apartheid and South Africa’s truth 
commission, the witness said the TRRC was necessary 
for The Gambia. He suggested that those who committed 
crimes under orders should be forgiven. Furthermore, he 
said, even those who gave the orders should be forgiven 
if they confessed before the TRRC. He implied that the 
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Madi MK Ceesay is a National Assembly member and veteran journalist. He was formerly the manager of the 
Independent. He was arrested and detained without charge in 2006 and beaten by the NIA.  beats and detained 
sans charge by NIA. 

In July 2016 his son Ebrima Janko Ceesay, also a journalist, died at home after being arrested and brutalized by 
state security officers.
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Omar M Darboe told the Commission that upon 
arrival at the NIA he was violently pushed into the 
bambadinka60 cell. The handcuffs he was in were 
the type to tighten more with every movement, so by 
the time he was placed in the cell they had become 
extremely painful. After being left in the cell for an 
hour he was escorting to an open area where cars 
were parked where he saw Lalo Jaiteh, who was also 
detained.

While they were in the car park two of the soldiers 
removed their masks and he identified themselves 
as Ismailia Jammeh and Buba Jammeh. The witness 
suspected they did not care about being recognised 
because their relation to Yahya Jammeh made them 
untouchable. The witness also suspected Paul 
Bojang was among them because of something he 
heard in Lalo Jaiteh’s testimony to the Commission. 
The witness also identified Francisco Casio61 who was 
the white man responsible for training the Junglers, 
among the men who detained him.  After standing 
outside he was relieved of his military jacket, combat 
boots, wristwatch, wallet and cigarettes. He was 
then admitted into the NIA and placed into a cell. 
The conditions of the cell were very bad. The floor 
was so rough and there was no bed so  the witness 
was forced to sleep on a piece of old cardboard. The 
mosquitoes feasted on him all night.

The next morning the witness briefly got his hopes 
raised when Baboucarr Jatta, who was the Army 
Commander at the time, came to his cell. Omar M 
Darboe explained that he was hoping that Baboucarr 
Jatta would be able to tell him why he was arrested 

WITNESS NAME: LT Omar M DARBOE

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 24th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Arbitrary detention, detention, 
interrogation, torture, and incarceration at Mile 2 of the 
witness and a colleague for alleged involvement in a coup 
plot in 2000, the fatal accident his aunt was involved in 
while visiting at Mile 2 Prisons, his release, his discharge 
from the army, and the impact this experience has had 
on him and his family 

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Lieutenant, State 
Guard officer

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Accused of being involved 
in a coup attempt.

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Omar M Darboe began his testimony by explaining how 
after finishing military training in May 1995 he rose 
the ranks until in March 2000 he was posted to the 
State House as second in command to the Operations 
Commander, OC of the State Guard, Ousman Sonko. 
On the evening of the 29th June 2000 he received a call 
from Lalo Jaiteh’s59 wife Bintou Keita. He disclosed that 
Lalo Jaiteh was a close friend, colleague and neighbour. 
Through tears Bintou Keita told the witness that masked 
soldiers had come into their house and taken her 
husband away. 

After the phone call, the witness narrated, he went to 
brief his men that he would be leaving shortly. While 
on his way to a place on the grounds called Pentagon 
someone ordered him to halt and put his hands up. 
Around ten figures emerged from their hiding places and 
surrounded him. One of them warned him “we know you 
are armed, so don’t do anything stupid”. They seized his 
weapons, put him in handcuffs and began leading him 
towards a parked vehicle. When he hesitated as they 
passed the command post, they struck him on his upper 
back with the butt of a gun and forced into the backseat 
of the vehicle. The witness briefly explained that after he 
was released from Mile 2 Prison, he was diagnosed with 
sciatic nerves which he attributed to that injury.

59See TRRC Digest Edition 8 pages 101 - 109
60A notorious cell at NIA headquarters used for political dissidents. Bambadinka means “the crocodiles lair” in the 
Mandinka language. 
61An Italian mercenary who was also involved in organized crime. His last name is also misspelled as “Casso” or 
“Caso” in the media.
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and told him to stop. He then went up to the witness, 
and slapped him on the back, grabbed his neck, and 
began threatening him. One of the military officers 
stationed by the door tried to intervene, but quickly 
backed down.

After taking the witness’s statement to Sukuta 
Jammeh, Foday Barry told the witness to take the 
allegations against him more seriously. The NIA 
agent alleged the witness was not revealing the full 
truth, to which the witness just repeated that neither 
he nor Alagie Kanteh were informed of a coup plot by 
Lalo Jaiteh. Foday Barry turned to the other three NIA 
officers in the room and ordered, “get him”. 

The NIA officers kicked his chair out from underneath 
him, and began beating him with sticks and belts. 
At one point, he was hit on the back with the butt 
of a rifle, adding to his back injury. While describing 
the scars the beating left on his body, Omar M 
Darboe became emotional and took a few moments 
to collect himself. After a pause, he said that Foday 
Barry briefly ordered them to halt the beatings. 
However, when the witness refused to change his 
statement to include that he was aware of the coup 
plot as his torturers demanded, Foday Barry ordered 
the beatings to resume.

When the assault finally stopped, Omar Darboe was 
returned to his cell. The next day, he continued, 
he was once again taken to Sukuta Jammeh and 
Foday Barry, but this time Sukuta Jammeh denied 
the military police entry into the interrogation room. 
They had the witness’ statement from the day before 
with them, and Sukuta Jammeh told him that they 
had confirmed from Lalo Jaiteh that the witness was 
made aware of the coup plot by Alagie Kanteh. After 
feeling a brief flash of anger directed at Lalo Jaiteh, 
the witness realised Sukuta Jammeh and Foday Barry 
were using good cop, bad cop tactics on him. Sukuta 
Jammeh said they already had evidence against him, 
so it was up to him to “stop being beaten like you 
were beaten yesterday.” 

Never the less, the witness testified that he stood 
his ground, telling the NIA agents he would only 
believe the allegations against him if Lalo Jaiteh said 

and detained. Instead, after telling the witness to calm 
down, he simply exited the cell leaving the witness 
alone again. Omar M Darboe speculated that Baboucarr 
Jatta had only come by that day to confirm the witness’ 
whereabouts.

The following Monday, Omar M Darboe continued, he 
was escorted from his cell to a room guarded by military 
personnel and occupied by five NIA officers. After two 
of the NIA officers, Sukuta Jammeh and Foday Barry, 
introduced themselves, they told the witness they 
expected him to tell the truth. Sukuta Jammeh then 
revealed that the witness was suspected of being part 
of an alleged coup plot to overthrow the government of 
Yahya Jammeh. This was the first time he was made privy 
to the reasons behind his arrest.

After the witness provided some personal details to the 
officers, Sukuta Jammeh began attempting to tie the 
witness to ex minister Bakary Bunja Darboe and Ousman 
Darboe. The witness noticed they were trying to link his 
name to opposition figures with the same Mandinka 
surname as him. 

Omar M Darboe told the Commission 
he was very aware of Yahya Jammeh’s 
tribalistic tendencies and suspected 
that may have been why they were trying 
to link him to those people in particular. 
In response, the witness asked Sukuta Jammeh if he 
was related to Yahya Jammeh because they too shared a 
surname. Sukuta Jammeh refused to answer. 

Omar M Darboe affirmed that he vehemently denied the 
accusations against him. However, the agents continued 
to try to get the witness to implicate Captain Alagie 
Kanteh as the mastermind of the coup plot and kept 
insisting he and Lalo Jaiteh were trusted members of 
the team. After the interrogation the witness was given 
a piece of paper to draft his statement. He was told the 
write a statement based on the interrogation, and warned 
that despite his denials they had evidence implicating 
him. After writing final copy of his statement he began 
ripping his draft statement. Foday Barry became agitated 
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When the prisoners entered Mile 2 Prison Director 
General of Mile 2 Prison David Colley and his 
lieutenants were waiting for them. The witness, 
Momodou Ousman Saho, Momodou Marenah, and 
Ebrima Yabo were put in cell number five of the 
maximum-security wing, while the others were placed 
in different cells in the same wing. Omar M Darboe 
was detained incommunicado for five months. 
He had no access to a lawyer nor was he allowed 
visitation by family.

When the Deputy Lead Counsel requested Omar M 
Darboe to recount an event that happened two years 
into his detention, he grew emotional and took a sip of 
his water. One day during March 2002, he responded, 
he was informed he had a visitor. It was his father’s 
sister, with whom he was particularly close. Fighting 
back tears, the witness explained how he conversed 
until the witness’ visitation was up and when she 
was leaving, she gave him 25 dalasi for commissary, 
and they parted. On his way back to his cell, he heard 
tires screeching and a guard suddenly shouted, “the 
vehicle has hit her!” Through his tears he explained 
that his aunt had been killed by a speeding vehicle 
as she crossed the road outside the prison. After the 
witness took a few moments to compose himself, 
the Deputy Lead Counsel apologised for making him 
relive the experience and asked him to tell them 
what happened afterward. The witness described 
how on their next trip to court, he saw a spot on the 
road which he recognized to be a bloodstain from 
his aunt’s accident. The bloodstains remained on the 
road for a long time, he said, and every day he left 
the prison to visit court, he was forced to face the 
memory.

Moving on, the Deputy Lead Counsel asked the 
witness about his trial at the High Court. Omar M 
Darboe explained that the case was dragged out 
until Justice Wallace Grant told the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, DDP Akomaye Agim that if he did not 
bring his witness, the Justice would throw the case 
out.  Immediately after making that threat, Judge 
Wallace Grant was recused. 

it to his face. Despite repeated prodding and hints of 
freedom, the witness refused to implicate his friend and 
colleague. Frustrated that the witness refused to change 
his statement, the NIA agents began the torture session 
for that day. When asked about his injuries from this 
ordeal, Omar M Darboe responded, it was easy to sustain 
injuries during beatings without realising it and it might 
take a while for swelling to set in or to see new bruises. 
While he had swelling and bruises on his arms, face, 
and legs but his back bore the brunt of the damage. 
On the duration of this torture session, he replied that 
“when you are undergoing pain, a minute is an hour. So 
how long? How many? How long? How many minutes? 
How many? I don’t know.”

When the Deputy Lead Counsel tried to ask him more 
questions about his torture, Omar M Darboe responded: 

“let me summarize it this way. Foday 
Barry led a torture session on me 

to elict a false confession that I was 
part of a group of people wanting to 
overthrow the government of Yahya 

Jammeh. injuries, how long, well, you 
are just rekindling my pain.” 

After hearing this the Deputy Lead Counsel agreed to 
move on if the witness was not comfortable.

Moving on, the witness recounted how one evening he 
was whisked away to Kanifing Magistrate Court along 
with Lalo Jaiteh, Ebrima Barrow, Momodou Ousman Saho 
Dumo, Momodou Marenah, and Ebrima Yabo. They were 
arraigned before the court, Omar M Darboe was charged 
with treason. The witness confirmed that the Kanifing 
Magistrate Court did not have the jurisdiction to deal with 
high crimes such as treason. He added that they were 
taken to the court after it closed, and the trial was done 
in secret. After the magistrate of the court charged him 
with treason, Omar M Darboe was remanded to Mile 2 
Prison. He described the NIA as being hell on earth and 
was more than happy to be remanded to Mile 2 Prison.
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The witness affirmed that he was eventually able to 
secure employment, but the fear of living near Yahya 
Jammeh never left. One day he was near his home and 
one of Yahya Jammeh’s operatives, Sana Manjang, 
came up to him and began asking him where he 
lived. In another instance, he thought he saw a figure 
walking around his window at night. He even woke 
his wife up but she said she didn’t see anything. His 
decision to leave The Gambia was informed by his 
continuous paranoia paired with a conversation he 
had with a senior security officer who told him that 
while he had avoided being charged once, “next time 
around when they get you, I believe the story would be 
different.” He said he knew that this meant that if he 
was captured again, he would either be jailed for life 
or killed in the process. He ended up fleeing to the 
United States of America under the guise of taking 
his three-year-old daughter to visit her grandmother 
on holiday. Once in the United States he applied for 
asylum, and eventually his wife was able to relocate 
as well.

The Deputy Lead Counsel then passed the passed 
the floor over to the Chair, who after seeing there 
were no questions from the Commissioners, asked 
the witness to give his final remarks.  Omar M Darboe 
started off by reciting the words “For The Gambia our 
Homeland, we strive and work and pray that all may 
live in unity, freedom and peace each day” from the 
Gambia national anthem. He emphasised, the whole 
country suffered for 22 years and when people say 
“never again” it should be all hands-on-deck to make 
sure “never again” really happens. He went on to say 
The Gambia Is all Gambians have, and they should 
protect it from every element of bad leadership. 
Omar M Darboe thanked the Commission for their 
time, and with that he ended his testimony.

At that point, their case had been in 
the court for two years and there was 
never any evidence provided to back 

up the allegations against them. 
In 2003, while the case was under Justice Ahmed 
Belgore, the DDP admitted the state had been unable 
to find any witnesses against Omar M Darboe or Lalo 
Jaiteh and asked for the both of them to be acquitted 
and discharged. Justice Ahmed Belgore deliberated for 
a moment before agreeing. After three years and one 
month, Omar M Darboe and Lalo Jaiteh were released 
from prison

Omar M Darboe told the Commission he had no idea 
why the case was fabricated against him. Sometimes he 
suspects Yahya Jammeh was trying to get rid of both him 
and Lalo Jaiteh. He stated they were promising young 
officers and very professional. 

Yahya Jammeh would not have wanted 
the army to be professional because 
“when the army is professional, they 
would be independent, and Yahya 

Jammeh does not want an 
independent army.” 

After he left Mile 2 Prison, Omar M Darboe and Lalo 
Jaiteh were given letters discharging them from the 
Gambian Armed Forces. The witness said he believed 
Yahya Jammeh was behind his discharge because the 
letter had the wording “we are authorised” and the only 
person who could authorise something like that would 
be Yahya Jammeh. The witness acknowledged that all of 
his benefits were paid to him and Lalo Jaiteh after their 
dismissal. Omar M Darboe then went on to explain that 
after losing his employment he had to be fed by his wife’s 
family for over a year. “That is the lowest point of every 
man’s dignity,” he said, “to be receiving your lunch from 
your in-laws just because you could not put on the food on 
the table for your family..”
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PERSON MENTIONED BY WITNESS DURING TESTIMONY:

Arbitrary detention incommunicado (of Omar M Darboe 
and Lalo Jaiteh in 2000)

Ismailia Jammeh, Buba Jammeh, Francisco Casio, Paul 
Bojang, Baboucarr Jatta, and David Colley

Torture, unlawful interrogation, and forced false 
confession (of Omar M Darboe in 2000)

Sukuta Jammeh and Foday Barry

Arbitrary dismissal (of Omar M Darboe in 2003)

Yahya Jammeh
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Prison accused of joining a coup organised by Lang 
Tombong Tamba. The witness denied the accusation 
and told them he did not know anything about the 
situation.

Bakary Tamba told the Commission he was taken to 
Mile 2 Prison where they handed them over to the 
commissioner of operations, Lamin Sowe. He was 
moved to a pickup truck and taken to the National 
Intelligence Agency, NIA, office where they took him 
into a room occupied by two NIA officers who began 
their interrogation. In response to their questions, 
he vehemently denied giving a mobile phone to OB 
Mbye. He remembered the NIA agents were surprised 
when he pointed out that OB Mbye was detained at 
Mile 2 and the witness worked at Jeshwang. 

Nonetheless, the witness continued, they had him 
remove his belt, shoes, and hat and detained him until 
morning. In the morning they took him to another cell 
around the main gate of the NIA compound where he 
found three people Abdoulie Camara, Francis Gomez, 
Lang Tomong Tamba and Abdoulie Camara. When the 
witness entered the cell, he could immediately tell 
that Abdoulie Camara, who had been a prison guard 
at Mile 2, had been mercilessly beaten. Abdoulie 
Camara’s shoulder was dislocated, and his body 
was extremely bruised. The witness could even see 
small cigarette burns on his body. Abdoulie Camara 
confided his injuries were caused by the NIA, who 
also believed that he had given OB Mbye a mobile 
phone. 

They remain detained together until Thursday 
night when Bukary Camara took the witness to a 
conference hall where he found three people sitting 
down surrounded by tree branches and hose pipes. 
They had the witness take off his shirt, and then they 
tied him up. 

The witness described how, without 
asking him a single question, 

they began to beat him with the 
branches they had prepared until 

they were all broken. 

WITNESS NAME: Bakary TAMBA

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 25th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The arrest of the witness for 
allegedly providing an inmate at Mile 2 prison a mobile 
phone, his detention and torture at the NIA, his trial, 
sentence at Mile 2 prison and release 

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Prison Officer 

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Accused of providing an 
inmate in Mile 2 Prison a phone, detained, tortured, and 
forced to give a false confession

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Unemployed 

Bakary Tamba began as a prison officer working in the 
main yard at Mile 2 Prison. He stayed at the maximum-
security wing until 2011 before he was transferred to 
Jeshwang Prison. On Monday 26th of March 2013 a 
friend of his named Lamin Jadama called and told him 
officers from the National Intelligence Agency, NIA, were  
looking for him on the basis of an allegation he gave a 
mobile phone to OB Mbye. Lamin Jadama warned the 
witness to flee, but he refused, clutching his Gambian 
citizenship and his belief he had not committed a crime, 
he pledged to continue his life as normal.

On the following day the witness was arrested. He 
described how he was in the main yard waiting to start 
his shift when SPO Bah told him he was needed by Anna 
Torro, who was running Jeshwang Prison at the time. In 
her office they informed him he was under arrest based 
on information that he delivered a mobile phone to OB 
Mbye, a detainee in the confinement wing of Mile 2 
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Within days of receiving his dismissal letter, he was 
taken to the prosecution office in Banjul. When asked 
about his crimes by the prosecutors he took off his 
shirt and showed them his wounds from his torture 
as evidence that his statement was not freely given. 
However, the witness was still remanded to Mile 2 
Prison and kept there for 2 to 3 months. During that 
time, he went back-and-forth from the courts to the 
prison. After his case was denied bail it was taken 
to the High Court. The first high court judge refused 
to give him bail, but when his case was transferred 
to Edrisa Mbye the witness was finally granted bail. 
Bakary Tamba was later acquitted and discharged 
from prison, but he was never able to get his job back. 
He took the news of his acquittal and discharge to 
the prison, but David Colley told him “you have been 
dismissed from the job.”

Bakary Tamba began his concluding remarks by 
informing the Commission of his unemployment. He 
is unable to provide for his family and his brother 
is their sole breadwinner. His health has severely 
deteriorated because of the torture he received at 
the NIA. He has problems with his waist and his 
chest. He ended his testimony by congratulating the 
Commission for doing a good job and praying for 
Allah to protect and guide all of the members of the 
Commission.

PERSONS MENTIONED BY WITNESS DURING 
TESTIMONY

Arbitrary arrest (of Bakary Tamba in 2013)

Anna Torro

Arbitrary Detention (of Bakary Tamba in 2013)

Lamin Sowe and Bukary Camara

Torture (of Bakary Tamba in 2013)

Modou Jarju (alias Rambo), Michael Correa, and 
Bukary Camara

Arbitrary dismissal (of Bakary Tamba in 2013)

Lamin Sowe and David Colley

The witness recognised one of his attackers to be 
a friend of his brother named Modou Jarju. When the 
witness  asked if Modou Jarju recongized him, Modou 
Jarju responded with a slap. After a while Bukary Camara 
suggest they take a break and took the witness out of the 
room momentarily.

However, the moment the witness returned to the room; 
the beating resumed. They accused him of taking a 
mobile phone from a white man and giving it to OB Mbye. 
When they were not satisfied with the witness’ response, 
a Jungler named Michael Correa took a large knife and 
used the handle to hit the witnesses back. Apparently, 
the Junglers told him 

“we will beat you up unless you say 
what we want you to say. If you don’t 

say that, we will beat you until you die. 
It was at that point an ‘independent witness’ came in 
and essentially fed Bakary Tamba the statement about 
smuggling the phone for OB Mbye. After he signed 
the paper, they returned him to his cell, where Lang 
Tombong Tamba helped him massage his body. When 
Lang Tombong Tamba asked what happened, the witness 
admitted he had given a false confession. He said at the 
time he was coughing up and urinating blood and thought 
he was going to die. 

The witness was detained for 13 days at the NIA. On 
4th April 2013 he received a dismissal letter from Lamin 
Sowe signed by David Colley. 

Although the witness was never 
brought before prison officers and 

presented with evidence against him, 
nor was he ever charged with receiving 
bribes or providing any information to 
any individuals at the prison, he was 

still fired.
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downstairs to a hall filled with around 15 people. At 
the front of the room he saw Daba Marenah sitting 
down on a brown chair surrounded by Ousman Sidibeh, 
Sainey Manneh, Njaga Mendy, Salamina Drammeh, 
and Foday Barry. Before asking for his name or any 
of his details, they made him strip his clothes. As he 
stripped down to his underwear, the witness tried to 
inform them of the money in his pocket but one of 
them came up to him and slapped him.

After that, Omar Jatta narrated, they rushed at him 
and kicked his feet out from under him and tied his 
wrists and ankles with wires. He was then pushed up 
against the wall and forced into a wooden armchair. 

Someone brought a machine and 
clipped something to both of his 

legs. When they turned the machine 
on the pain was indescribable, 
“what I felt in that moment is 
something I have never felt in 

my body again”.
The two men on either side of him used their body 
weight to forcibly keep him in the chair. While they 
were electrocuting him, they were also kicking him 
and beating him with a stick. The electrocution and 
beating lasted for 10 to 15 minutes, and it was after 
that they asked the first question.

After 10 to 15 minutes of electrocution and beating 
they finally began asking Omar Jatta questions. 
When they asked what he knew about the planning 
for demonstrations at the American Embassy, he 
denied any knowledge. They called him a liar and 
began electrocuting him again. They electrocuted 
him in 15-minute intervals 4 to 5 times. Omar Jatta 
recalled, “It was so painful that later on I didn’t feel 
anything. In fact, at one time I thought that I was dead, 
because I don’t know… I didn’t know where I was.”

The witness explained that while he could not see 
all of his torturers, he knew Ousman Sidibeh and 
Salamina Drammeh were among them. He also 

WITNESS NAME: Omar JATTA

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 25th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: the arbitrary arrest of the 
witness, his torture at the NIA, the extortion of his money, 
his release and the impact the event has had on him

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): building contractor 
(mason and carpenter)

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Arbitrarily arrested and 
tortured because of his connection to Omar OJ Jallow

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: building 
contractor (mason and carpenter)

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY: 

In 1995, Omar Jatta began his testimony, he attended 
the naming ceremony of the daughter of his close friend 
Omar OJ Jallow. He arrived early, and left by 10 AM to 
go to work. The following morning around 11 AM, the 
witness went out to the gate of his compound where 
he found a Porsche, and four people standing around 
it. One of the men, who Omar Jatta recognised as 
Ousman Sidibeh informed the witness that they were 
there to pick him up. The witness said he was already 
aware of Ousman Sidibeh’s employment at the National 
Intelligence Agency, NIA and quickly realised he would be 
forced into the vehicle if he did not comply.

The witness did not remember them telling him he 
was under arrest, but while they were on the way to 
NIA Headquarters in Banjul they announced through 
their walkie-talkie, “we’ve got him and we are on the 
way coming.” When they arrived they then brought him 
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When the witness arrived at Omar OJ Jallow’s 
compound he learned his friend had already been 
arrested and taken to Fajara Barracks three days 
earlier. Omar OJ Jallow’s wife, Awa Jobe, helped him 
sit down and used warmed up sand in a bag and 
some liquid to massage his legs. She also mixed 
salt and some ointment and rubbed it into his body. 
When the swelling had gone down a bit they practiced 
walking together and after that she paid for a taxi to 
take him home.

The next day Omar Jatta learned from Awa Jobe that 
all the people who attended the naming ceremony 
were arrested, including Gibril Ceesay, Fa Bakary 
Manneh, Modou Jallow, and Wuyeh Sanneh. Omar 
Jatta informed the Commission that after those men 
were released they told him about the abuse they 
suffered. He remembered hear that Wuyeh Sanneh 
was put in a sack, and recalled that Modou Jallow 
died from a stroke three months after his release, 
and Wuyeh Sanneh died some time later.

When asked about the impact of the torture on his 
life, Omar Jatta stood up and showed the Commission 
how he still had to drag his leg to walk. The Chair 
then opened up the floor to questions from the 
Commissioners. The Deputy Chair wanted to know 
if his family knew his whereabouts during the ordeal. 

Omar Jatta revealed that his wife 
and kids were witnessed his arrest 
in 1995. He said he did not resist 
because he knew they would beat 
him in front of his kids. His seven-
year-old hung onto his shirt saying 

that he would not go. 
At that time not much was known about the NIA, 
so they knew he was being taken away, but they did 
not even know where the NIA was. In response to 
a question from Commissioner Kinteh the witness 
said the severity of his leg injury meant he could no 
longer take on the volume of work he used to before 
his arrest. He is unable to stand for long times and 
cannot travel long distances for certain jobs.

remembered Daba Marenah, who sitting in front of 
him drinking tea, threatening to kill him then suddenly 
throwing the hot tea on his face. 

After the torture session, they left the 
witness tied up for three days. They 
had great difficulty when they finally 
came to untie him, as his legs had 
become so swollen the wires were 

sinking into his flesh. 
Furthermore, his head and lips were still bleeding from 
the torture and did not eat or drink anything for three 
days.  He attested that Sainey Manneh was the person 
who untied him and threw his clothes back at him. He 
was able to wear his shirt, but he could not put on his 
trousers by himself because his legs were completely 
numb. 

After they helped him put his trousers on, Omar Jatta 
continued, he checked the pockets, but he could not find 
the money he had to put there. When he inquired about 
the money they told him to shut his mouth. The witness 
lost his wallet, his gold chain, shoes, and silver bangle. 
He could not walk on his own, so he held onto the wall 
for support and moved very slowly. They walked him out 
of the NIA premises and onto the road.

The witness was on his own after that. He testified that 
he did his best to walk, but he could not make it far 
and ended up sitting down around the area where the 
current arch is located. He lived in Serrekunda, but he 
had no money and no way of getting home. He sat for 
about two hours before a man named Katim stopped his 
car and asked the witness what was wrong. The witness 
responded that he had just been released from the NIA 
which was where he had sustained his injuries. After 
running some errands at the ferry terminal, Katim carried 
the witness into his car, drove him to Bakau, and gave 
him 5 dalasi to cover the rest of his fare. The witness 
then got in a multi passenger vehicle to Pipeline mosque. 
He tried to get the driver to take him directly to Omar OJ 
Jallow’s home but the driver refused. After disembarking, 
the witness stumbled to Omar OJ Jallow’s compound 
without even waiting for his change. 
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In his final remarks Omar Jatta cautioned Gambians 
against being cruel to each other. He emphasised 
how terrible it is to see the people who tortured him 
free, specifically Salamina Drammeh, Foday Barry, and 
Ousman Sidibeh . He said he knows where they live 
and that some of them even live close to him. He again 
expressed his disdain for seeing them move freely with 
no consequences. He ended by thanking the Commission 
for allowing him to tell his story.

PERSONS MENTIONED BY WITNESS DURING 
TESTIMONY:

Arbitary arrest (of Omar Jatta in 1995)

Ousman Sidibeh

Torture (of Omar Jatta in 1995)

Salamina Drammeh, Ousman Sidibeh, Foday Barry, Daba 
Marenah, Njaga Mendy, Sainey Manneh 
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When they arrived at the panel, Lamin Bo Baaji said, 
they found NIA and police officers. He identified Edrisa 
Jobe, also as known as Alagie Morr, who was leading 
the panel and someone with the surname Jallow. The 
witness said when the panel told Sam Kambie to sit, 
he also sat down because he wanted to know why 
Sam Kambie had been brought. After asking for Sam 
Kambie’s basic biographic information Edrisa Jobe 
said they would suspend their questioning until the 
next day, but that Sam Kambie would have to stay 
with the NIA. The witness said he understood this to 
be detention. The witness suggested that they kept 
Sam Kambie that night because they did not want 
the witness to be able to give him advice, which the 
Lead Counsel pointed out was only speculation. 

The following morning the witness arrived at the NIA 
for the second round of questioning. When he entered 
the room, he said, he found Sam Kambie in a very 
different condition than the one he had left him in 
the previous day. His body “looked like someone who 
was beaten.” The witness initially hesitated to speak 
about Sam Kambie’s wounds, but after significant 
pressure from the Lead Counsel, he described how 

Sam Kambie’s body was swollen 
and bruised and covered in 

lacerations and blood. He agreed 
that Sam Kambie looked as if he 

had been tortured.

WITNESS NAME: Lamin Bo BAAJI

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 26th November 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: His tenure as Director General 
of the National Intelligence Agency, NIA, from August 
2008 to August 2009; his subsequent arrest, detention, 
and torture for allegedly participating in the 2006 coup 
attempt and for planning another coup in 2009

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Director General of 
the NIA

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Director General of the 
NIA; accused of being a part of the 2006 coup attempt 
and of plotting a coup in 2009

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Retired 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

After confirming basic biographical details, Lamin Bo Baaji 
explained how he joined the Gambian Armed Forces, GAF, 
in January 1987 after completing his O-levels. He was 
first posted at the infantry battalion at Yundum Barracks, 
then in the Senegambia confederal battalion62, and then 
served with the Economic Community of West Africa 
States mission in Liberia in 1990. From then onward, the 
witness confirmed, he worked as an intelligence officer 
with intermittent deployments in other units such as 
the State Guard Battalion and with the United Nations 
mission in Sierra Leone. From August 2008 to August 
2009 he served as the Director General of the National 
Intelligence Agency, NIA.

The Lead Counsel asked the witness to describe the first 
encounter he had with the NIA. The witness explained 
that in 2007 he was ordered by Chief of Defence Staff 
Lieutenant Lang Tombong Tamba to escort a solider 
named Sam Kambie to the NIA headquarters. The 
witness clarified he was not told why Sam Kambie was 
being taken to the NIA, just to take him to the Director 
General. Later, after a list of Directors General was read 
to him, he indicated that at the time it was Pa Momodou 
Jallow. When they reached Pa Momodou Jallow’s office 
he was told that Sam Kambie would appear before a 
panel upstairs in the NIA building. 

62Between 1982 and 1989 The Gambia and its neighbor Senegal formed a loose confederation, which included the 
creation of mixed military units. 
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Lamin Bo Baaji explained that 
he communicated this message 

because he was aware the NIA, at 
that point, was illegally arresting 
and detaining people, torturing 
them, and being used by private 

citizens to settle personal conflicts. 
After the break, the witness agreed that despite this 
lecture, the unlawful arrests and detentions continued 
at the NIA. However, when presented with a list of 
at least 50 people who were detained unlawfully 
during his one-year tenure, the witness said he 
was “unaware.” Prompted by the Lead Counsel, the 
witness explained that anyone brought to the NIA had 
their name written in a detention register alongside 
the name of the officer responsible for them. He 
admitted that he did not monitor the legality of the 
detentions, explaining that he handed all operations 
over to his deputy Momodou Hydara. He justified 
delegating this responsibility on the grounds that 
Momodou Hydara had worked at the NIA for a long 
time. He maintained that his responsibilities were 
purely administrative.

When pressed further, Lamin Bo Baaji acknowledged 
that the delegation of tasks does not absolve the 
delegator of their command responsibility. He agreed 
that command responsibility meant a superior could 
be held responsible for not preventing or punishing 
their subordinates for unlawful conduct. 

However, he continued to deny 
responsibility for the unlawful 

detention of over 50 Gambians that 
occurred while he was 

Director General. 
Instead, he put the blame on his deputy Momodou 
Hydara, who he said should have done his work as 
expected. If Momodou Hydara was not doing his job 

Lamin Bo Baaji told the Commission the state of Sam 
Kambie’s body made him very unhappy. When he asked 
Edrisa Jobe what happened, Edrisa Jobe apparently 
responded that Sam Kambie was among those who 
sold arms and ammunition to the rebels63. The witness 
added that Nuha Jammeh, a Senegalese man from the 
Casamance, was also brought before the panel. The 
witness said the case ended up going to court, and while 
he later met both men at Mile 2 prison, he was not sure 
whether they were convicted in a court of law. 

Moving on, the witness confirmed that in August 2008 he 
was appointed as the Director General of the NIA. After 
some prodding he agreed that the position required high 
qualifications in intelligence and academics and opined 
that he was qualified. The Lead Counsel pressed the 
witness on the second point, but he continued to insist 
the basic intelligence courses he had taken in addition 
professional experience in different security branches 
prepared him for the post. 

The Lead Counsel then asked Lamin Bo Baaji how he felt 
being assigned to this position not long after seeing what 
happened to Sam Kambie. He responded that he saw it 
as a challenge and felt it was his duty to ensure what 
was wrong there be righted. He said when the Personnel 
Management Office gave him his appointment letter, they 
asked him whether he wanted the position or not. 

When asked to describe the specific steps he took to 
ensure that abuses did not occur during his tenure 
the witness described how in his first days he called a 
meeting with all the directors. The meeting was attended 
by Momodou Hydara, Mebemba Hydara, the current 
Director General of the State Intelligence Service64 
Ousmane Sowe, Dibba, Jim Drammeh, and someone 
with the surname Ceesay. He testified that he told the 
directors he knew he would eventually leave the position 
and he wanted to do so without any trouble. He asked 
them to work together as relatives and be truthful with 
one another. He said he also told them to “observe the 
rules of the law” with people in their custody, forget about 
torturing people, and stop illegal detentions. He claimed 
he also told them that the NIA must not be a place where 
people are detained for personal matters unrelated to a 
national security. 

63Likely a reference to the Mouvement des Forces Démocratiques de Casamance, MFDC, a separatist movement in 
the Senegalese region of Casamance adjacent to The Gambia. It still formally exists but is no longer the movement 
it once was. 
64The SIS replaced the NIA in January 2017 after the transfer of power.
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detained, he said he assumed that no one was 
detained for more than 72 hours because that had 
been his instruction. He then suggested that those 
who were kept longer than 72 hours were people who 
had already been detained before he was appointed 
Director General.

The Lead Counsel then began listing people from the 
detention register who were detained longer than 72 
hours mentioning Rohiatou Fadiya, who was detained 
for seven days, Ebrima Marong, detained for two 
months, and Yusupha Corr, detained for 20 years. 
While Lamin Bo Baaji did not dispute evidence from 
the register, he also continued to maintain that he 
was unaware and that he made attempts to monitor 
the situation through his daily reports, which he 
assumed reflected what was in the register. 

The Lead Counsel then pointed out that the witness 
had already testified he checked the number of 
detainees, but not how long they had been kept. The 
witness again deflected by saying that was someone 
else’s responsibility, and they never informed him. He 
said if had been aware that people were detained 
longer than 72 hours, he would have ordered them to 
court or to be released. He implored it was unfair to 
hold him responsible for the failures of others. 

The Lead Counsel thanked the witness, and then 
read from the statement of Lamin Karbou65. In his 
statement Lamin Karbou testified that Inspector 
General of Police Ensa Badji66 visited him at the NIA 
after he had been tortured. Seeing Lamin Karbou’s 
state, Ensa Badji apparently asked Lamin Bo Baaji 
who had beaten him. According to Lamin Karbou, 
Lamin Bo Baaji responded it was “Morr Jobe [Edrisa 
Jobe], Jim Drammeh, and their boys.” The witness 
said this version of events was untruthful. Upon 
further questioning, he claimed that he was not 
aware that Ensa Badji came to NIA headquarters and 
never saw him there. 

Lamin Bo Baaji acknowledged he was aware that 
Lamin Karbou was tortured at NIA headquarters, and 
yet he did not launch an investigation to determine by 
whom. Instead, he called a meeting with all the staff 

properly, the witness continued, it would have been his 
responsibility to address the issue. The Lead Counsel 
rebutted this was his point, and that the witness had 
already testified he was aware these violations were 
happening when he took the Director General position. 
The witness again dodged accepting responsibility for 
the unlawful detentions, saying he constantly reminded 
the staff of their duties and responsibilities and to treat 
people as they would their own relatives. 

Under further questioning, the witness acknowledged he 
never looked at the detention register to see if people 
were being unlawfully detained. When the Lead Counsel 
said they had found at least 50 people unlawfully 
detained during his tenure in the detention register, the 
witness expressed his surprise. He claimed that while 
he never opened the register, he received a daily report 
and had instructed the officers that no one should be 
detained beyond a certain time period.  When again 
confronted with the charge that people were unlawfully 
detained during his tenure, the witness repeated he was 
unaware. He said monitoring the register was someone 
else’s responsibility and if anyone “overstayed” in the NIA 
cells he should have been made aware. 

The Lead Counsel countered that the witness did not make 
the effort to be aware, and it would not have taken too 
much to do so. While Lamin Bo Baaji agreed that he had 
supervisory authority to ensure NIA officers were doing 
their work properly, he denied that he was responsible 
for any of their failures. When the Lead Counsel tried to 
present the same issue through the lens of command 
responsibility, the witness maintained he was unaware of 
the unlawful detentions. He claimed he did in fact take 
steps to find out. 

When asked to name the steps 
he took to monitor unlawful 

detentions, he said he had given that 
responsibility to someone else. 

The witness then stated he would check the daily reports 
he was given by counting the number of inmates early 
in the mornings. However, after going back and forth 
on if he investigated whether the inmates were illegally 

65See TRRC Digest Edition 12 pages 36 – 46. 
66See TRRC Digest Edition 10 pages 41 – 58.
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After a confusing back and forth where neither party 
seemed to understand each other, the witness said 
he was waiting for approval from the President to 
initiate the investigation. He said he took the lack of 
approval for the investigation as an order not to look 
into the matter. He said he did his duty by informing 
his superior, and was simply waiting for the President’s 
response during his last three months as Director 
General. He claimed he wanted to do something to 
deter others from perpetrating such behaviour, but 
he had to wait for his superior’s command. 

The Lead Counsel pointed out that Lamin Karbou 
also testified that while he was detained he saw 
another man named Alagie Sajo who had been shot 
by Jim Drammeh. Lamin Bo Baaji again insisted he 
was unware of the shooting. When the Lead Counsel 
alleged that the witness was operating under “hear 
no evil, see no evil, say no evil” the witness shot 
back that there were many things at the NIA they did 
not want him to see. The Lead Counsel continued 
to read from Lamin Karbou’s testimony, in which 
he claimed that one day he called out to Lamin Bo 
Baaji while he was passing by and informed him that 
he had been kept unlawfully for weeks with no just 
cause. According to Lamin Karbou, Lamin Bo Baaji 
responded by saying he should know how to talk to 
him, after which an officer named Lamin Manneh 
told Lamin Karbou to shut up. The witness insisted 
this never happened and insisted that the beating of 
Lamin Karbou was very upsetting to him.

The witness repeated his version of Lamin Karbou’s 
arrest and torture, naming the deputy who took him 
for interrogation as Hydara68. He accepted that Lamin 
Karbou was detained for 14 days, which he agreed 
was unlawful, but claimed he did not know it was 
happening. The Lead Counsel said the Commission 
would make the rest of its findings on this matter 
based on the information available.

The Lead Counsel then moved the testimony to Lamin 
Bo Baaji’s removal from office. After a disagreement 
over precisely when he was dismissed (the witness 
said it was the beginning of August 2008, the Lead 
Counsel suggested it was the end of the month), the 
witness claimed he was removed because of the 

in the NIA headquarters and told them that this was the 
first time he had seen this and he would not accept this 
kind of behaviour in the future. He apparently pleaded 
with his men to treat people like their own relatives. 

The Lead Counsel retorted that he had no reason to 
question the witness did indeed make this speech, 
but the fact remained that he did not undertake an 
investigation to establish who tortured Lamin Karbou and 
hold them accountable. The witness agreed he did not 
investigate, but said he had heard a rumour regarding 
who participated in the beating and he made sure they 
were present at his speech. He insisted he intended to 
follow up, but inferred that he could not do so because 
he was fired soon after. When pressed, he claimed that 
he was removed because of his reaction to the abuses 
against Lamin Karbou. The Lead Counsel pointed out 
there were three months between the torture of Lamin 
Karbou and the witness’s removal. 

When asked to explain what 
accountability measures he took after 
the torture of Lamin Karbou, Lamin 

Bo Baaji claimed he called President 
Yahya Jammeh and informed him of 

the whole ordeal. 
In describing his call with the President, he explained 
how the ordeal began when he requested that Bun 
Sanneh, the Director General of the Drug Squad67, turn 
over Lamin Karbou, on the request of his deputy in 
charge of operations. Lamin Karbou was brought to the 
NIA, and after the witness confirmed with his deputy this 
was the person they were looking for, he said he left to 
attend a security meeting at the State House. When he 
returned to the NIA, he continued narrating, he got a call 
from Bun Sanneh complaining about what happened to 
Lamin Karbou. When he visited Lamin Karbou, he saw 
that he had been beaten. The witness claimed he did 
not know who perpetrated the beating. He testified that 
after narrating the saga to the President, he told him that 
he was going to establish an investigation, to which the 
President responded “I’m the one who’s going to take the 
decision,” which the witness took as a non-answer.

67In 2005, the National Drug Enforcement Agency, NDEA, was established as an ostensibly independent security 
agency responsible for enforcing laws regarding drugs. The Act establishing the agency was amended several times 
and the organisation was renamed the Drug Law Enforcement Agency, the Gambia, DLEAG, in November 2014. 
These bodies are commonly referred to as the ‘Drug Squad.’
68Likely Momodou Hydara who was the Deputy at NIA in 2009.



121|

The car then pulled into Mile 2 prison. Lamin Bo Baaji 
described how as he disembarked and was taken to 
the reception, he saw Brigadier General Omar Bun 
Mbye being brought down from another vehicle. At the 
reception they took their particulars and belongings. 
He was not given the opportunity to speak with a 
lawyer or told why he had been brought to prison. 
They were then taken to the maximum-security wing. 
He explained that he spent more than two weeks in 
his cell, held incommunicado, before he was allowed 
to see anyone or questioned about why he was there.

After a few weeks, he continued, he was removed 
from his cell during the day and taken to NIA 
headquarters. He claimed that when he disembarked 
from the vehicle a number of the staff came to shake 
his hand, suggesting to him they were not happy with 
his arrest. He was then taken inside and made to sit 
in an office before being taken before a panel.  He 
identified Numo Kujabi then Director General of the 
NIA, Solo Bojang and Bora Colley both as Junglers, 
JPB Gomez, Alagie Camara, Alagie Ceesay all from the 
GAF, Yankuba Badjie, Sukuta Jammeh, Louis Gomez 
and Edrisa Jobe from the NIA, and Lamin Cham 
and Lamin Sanyang from the Police. He said Sekou 
Jallow later came on a fact-finding mission on the 
President’s behalf to verify whether the allegations 
were true or not. 

The panel began by asking Lamin Bo Baaji if Lang 
Tombong Tamba had been involved in the 2006 
failed coup. He replied that he was neither aware 
nor a participant in the 2006 coup plot so he did 
not know. They accused him of lying, and asked 
specifically whether MA Bah informed him of Lang 
Tombong Tamba’s involvement. He said this never 
happened. According to the witness, they then called 
MA Bah, who the witness said he knew in prison, who 
came dressed in full military uniform. The witness 
continued to deny that MA Bah ever told him about 
the coup plot. 

In response, he said, Solo Bojang 
stood up, walked over to him, and 

slapped him. 

stance he took against torture. When the Lead Counsel 
pushed back by citing Lamin Karbou’s torture and the 
allegations that Jim Drammeh had shot Alagie Sajo, the 
witness took a slight detour and claimed during his time as 
Director General no one was issued a weapon. The Lead 
Counsel then referred to Pa Modou Faal’s testimony69 

where he claimed he saw a pistol on Edrisa Jobe’s desk. 
He said it was clear that violations continued under the 
witness’s tenure. The witness replied that the Lamin 
Karbou incident was the only violation of which he was 
aware. He insisted he was redeployed back to the army 
in August 2009 because of his “uncompromising stance 
and refusal to be a tool for human rights violations.”

After the lunch break, Lamin Bo Baaji described how at 
1am on 21st November 2009 he was arrested at his 
house in Talinding by soldiers accompanied by Edrisa 
Jobe from the NIA and Nuha Badjie, who he later identified 
as a Jungler. He testified he was awoken by a knock at 
the door. When he asked who was there, they told him 
if he wanted to know he should open the door. While he 
went back to his bedroom to clothe himself, he heard the 
sound of breaking glass and assumed they were forcing 
themselves into his house. 

The witness told the Commission he 
immediately rushed to turn on the 
living room light because two of his 

young sons were sleeping on the floor 
and he did not want the officers to 

step on them. 
The intruders told the witness they were there to collect 
him. After complaining that he would have let them in if 
they had identified themselves, he went back to his room 
to put on trousers. He told the Commission he did not 
want to make noise and wake his children or wife. He 
was loaded in a car and taken from his compound. In the 
car, he continued, he told Edrisa Jobe that if they had just 
called him, he would have gone with them and there was 
no need to break the door. Apparently, one of the soldiers 
apologised. 

69See TRRC Digest Edition 6, pages 55 – 59.
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He was taken to Mile 2, where he languished for 
three months. 

During his detention at Mile 2, the witness continued, 
he was ‘picked-up’ by various security personnel on 
multiple occasions. The first time it happened it was 
then- Regimental Sergeant Major for prisons Alajie 
Jobe who took him from his cell at night. While he 
was being “booked out” he noticed Lang Tombong 
Tamba, who at that point had also been arrested, 
was going through the same ordeal. The witness was 
then handcuffed and blindfolded. 

Lamin Bo Baaji said he was taken to a conference 
room at the NIA. As he entered the room someone 
switched off the light and a voice told him to sit on 
the floor. Someone then put a plastic bag over his 
head. 

They then began to question him, 
warning him if he did not tell the 

truth they would kill him. One of the 
men who was smoking a cigarette 

put it out on him. At the same time, 
he testified, his voice becoming 
quieter, they were squeezing his 

neck and tightening the bag 
over his head. 

The witness said they then proceeded to beat him for 
over 20 minutes. With each blow they asked whether 
he worked with Lang Tombong Tamba on the 2006 
coup and whether he was working with Lang Tombong 
Tamba on another coup attempt that year. He said 
he did not recognise any of the people who were 
abusing him because his hands were cuffed and he 
was blindfolded. The witness said it was very painful. 
He told them there was no truth in their allegations. 
They apparently threated that what they had done to 
him was just an example, and he would regret it if 
they had to bring him back. After the beating he was 
returned to Mile 2. 

They told the witness that MA Bah had mentioned that 
the witness had called him when he was in detention. 
The witness rejected the premise, saying it would not 
make sense for someone at headquarters speak with a 
detainee. He then looked at Sukuta Jammeh and asked 
why a coup attempt from three years ago was being 
resurfaced. Sukuta Jammeh insinuated that the witness 
knew why, and advised he falsely accuse Lang Tombong 
Tamba of participating in the coup attempt. The witness 
said he responded that he was not a liar and categorically 
refused to falsely implicate Lang Tombong Tamba. 

Looking back, Lamin Bo Baaji recalled, 
the panel was bent on implicating 

Lang Tombong Tamba and he believed 
they were ready to do anything – 

including killing him - in this effort. 
When prompted by the Lead Counsel, the witness 
testified it was suggested that if he implicated Lang 
Tombong Tamba, his rank would improve and he would 
be given other benefits. Nevertheless, the witness said, 
he continued to refuse. 

Numo Kujabi, Solo Bojang, and Bora Colley then stood up 
and went to a small side room to discuss privately. They 
returned and announced they would take the witness’s 
statement. However, when he looked at the statement, it 
was written that Lang Tombong Tamba was a participant 
in the 2006 coup, contrary to what he told the panel. At 
first the witness said he signed the document, but then 
he backtracked and claimed all he put in the document 
was that he had no knowledge of Lang Tambong Tamba 
being involved in the coup and that MA Bah never told 
him anything. He attested he was then kept at the agency 
for a few more days. 

Lamin Bo Baaji said at one point he was not feeling well 
and was taken to the State Guard clinic. 

However, they received an order from 
Solo Bojang that they should not care 
for him, despite the fact he was on a 

drip and was unconscious. 
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Lamin Bo Baaji then said that he was actually 
tortured more than twice. On another occasion, he 
said, it was so bad he believed they wanted to kill 
him. As he was being put into a car – he was already 
in handcuffs - he was grabbed and blindfolded. He 
had no idea where they were taking him. 

He said he asked someone in the 
car, and they told him that was the 
day he was to be killed alongside 

Lang Tombong Tamba. 
The witness then wrote on a sheet of paper the name 
of the person he spoke with in the cars. He said he 
believed he was going to be killed by the Junglers 
and his body buried in a secret location. The witness 
first said the person in the car told him that Solo 
Bojang had given the order, but later said the person 
also told him he did not believe it could be true. 
When prodded by the Lead Counsel, the witness 
agreed that Solo Bojang would not give the order to 
execute a former Director General of the NIA without 
the blessing of President Yahya Jammeh. 

After being moved from vehicle to vehicle while 
blindfolded, the car finally stopped and the door was 
opened. Lamin Bo Baaji remembered feeling a sea 
breeze on his face. Considering this operation was 
different from the previous times he had been taken 
from Mile 2, he believed they were planning to kill 
him. Suddenly, he felt hands around his neck. 

At this point, Lamin Bo Baaji testified, the person 
who told him Solo Bojang had given the order to 
kill him approached the unnamed security officer 
leading the operation and convinced him not to kill 
the witness. Upon further questioning, the witness 
said the person from the car asked the mission 
leader whether Solo Bojang received his order from 
the President. The witness said it was verified that 
the order did not come from the President. He also 
added that while Lang Tombong Tamba was taken out 
of Mile 2 at the same time as the witness, he was 
put in another car and taken to a different place. 

A few days later, Lamin Bo Baaji testified, they came for 
him again. At the NIA he met with the same panel as 
before. This time they accused him of plotting a coup, 
alleging he was training people from Guinea-Bissau 
and had bought them boats and weapons. The witness 
apparently pointed out that he had never been to Guinea-
Bissau, did not know anyone from Guinea-Bissau, and 
had never communicated with anyone from Guinea-
Bissau, and did not have the money to train people there 
while he was in The Gambia. They apparently claimed 
they had information from witnesses. 

On one occasion he was taken to the chambers of the 
Attorney General where he met with the Director of Public 
Prosecutions RN Chenge. After promising he was working 
in the witness’s best interests, RN Chenge apparently 
told him they had significant evidence he was planning 
a coup including intercepted boats and containers with 
weapons. 

RN Chenge then told the witness they 
could make him a state witness if he 
were willing to testify against the others. 
The witness apparently replied that he did not know 
RN Chenge and he was not willing to lie. He was again 
returned to Mile 2. 

On another occasion Lamin Bo Baaji was taken, along 
with Lang Tombong Tamba, to the NIA for an identification 
parade. The witness said he was still dressed in the 
same clothes he had been wearing when he had been 
arrested, and he was worried he was so dirty they would 
not be able to identify him. He was given new clothes and 
then brought out to be identified by staff members before 
being taken back to Mile 2.

The witness claimed he was tortured on two occasions, 
but taken out of Mile 2 and intimidated and questioned 
at least five times. The second torture episode, he said, 
also happened at the NIA at night. He was kept in his 
handcuffs and the lights were switched off, but this time 
they did not put a plastic bag over his head. He said he 
screamed in pain while they beat him.
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her because it was from that point that his case was 
sent to the Supreme Court and his sentence was 
eventually reduced to life in prison. 

In August 2015, Lamin Bo Baaji continued, he 
received a presidential pardon. During his six-year-
incarceration he was denied family visit and forced 
to live in squalor. He said a directive was sent to his 
wife not to come visit him in prison. After an argument 
with the Lead Counsel on exactly why and when he 
was pardoned, the witness revealed at his release a 
presidential directive that released prisoners should 
not be given identification documents was also 
issued. Believing that the President was still trying 
to trap him, the witness decided to flee the country. 
He spent two years in neighbouring Senegal, and 
then moved back to The Gambia after the change of 
government. 

Upon his return to The Gambia, the witness said, 
he tried to regain his position in government. He 
submitted the appropriate forms and even visited 
contacts at the different security institutions saying 
he was looking to continue his career. He soon 
noticed that security operatives were following him 
during the day and night. He felt he was not a threat 
to the state, and the tailing bothered him so much 
he sent a letter to then Minister of the Interior Mai 
Fatty. The witness was eventually reinstated, but was 
immediately put on retirement. He said he was not 
satisfied with this response, and the Lead Counsel 
thus ended his questioning, asking the witness to 
discuss the impact of these events on him and his 
family in his concluding remarks.

The Chair then pointed out the irony that the former 
Director General of the NIA, who heard of torture 
during his tenure, was subsequently the victim of 
torture from the same institution. The witness again 
insisted that the tortures at the NIA upset him and 
it was his intention to stop the practice. He insisted 
he told the truth, and pointed out he refused to give 
false testimony against others. 

Bishop Odico then asked if, during his time as the 
Director General of the NIA, arrests, detentions, and 
torture was in his job description. The witness said 

The Lead Counsel then told the Commission that the 
witness was subsequently charged with treason alongside 
Lang Tombong Tamba, Brigadier General OB Mbye, Colonel 
Camara, DIG Momodou Gaye, Gibril Secka of the NIA, a 
businessman named Abdoulie Joof and someone called 
Rambo. Of those named, the witness said, he believed 
Lang Tombong Tamba and OB Mbye were also tortured. 
When asked how it felt when the court found him guilty 
and sentenced him to death, the witness responded he 
felt betrayed. He insisted the evidence against him was 
false and he was innocent of the charges. When the 
Lead Counsel revealed they had received evidence the 
witnesses who testified against him had been paid, he 
said he had also heard the same thing. This too, pained 
him: “to bring a convict from the prison, and promote that 
individual and pay them money to implicate people. I take 
that to be the worst.”

Moving on, Lamin Bo Baaji confirmed that while they 
were in prison his wife, and the wives of the other 
convicts, made serious efforts to have them pardoned. 
Alas these were to no avail and the witness was put on 
a list of people to be executed. The witness reminded 
the Commission how Yahya Jammeh announced he was 
going to execute everyone on death row, and promised if 
he followed through he would drink alcohol or eat pork70. 

According to the witness, he and his fellow accused 
were saved by their lawyer, Sheriff Tambadou. Despite 
being out of the country, Sheriff Tambadou contacted the 
Attorney General, Jobarteh, to lobby on their behalf. The 
witness then claimed that the first execution was actually 
meant for him and his co-accused, and indeed among 
the nine inmates who were executed some believed the 
witness and his group should go first. When asked where 
he got this information, the witness said he heard it, but 
refused to identify the source.

Moving on, the Lead Counsel asked the witness to 
describe the appeals process. The witness digressed into 
a meandering description of the court of appeal, where 
two junior justices overruled the President Justice Wowo, 
which resulted in the case being referred to the Supreme 
Court. The witness referred specifically to a Justice Ngom 
who ensured the case stayed in the courts. At their next 
court date, he noticed she had been replaced by another 
judge, and since then, he said, he has been looking for 

70In 2012 Yahya Jammeh vowed to execute all 47 inmates on death row within one month. Nine people were 
executed at the end of August. See TRRC Digests Editions 6, 7 and 13/14.
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due for it yet. He said he saw no justice in this. He 
complained that his trust in the justice system in The 
Gambia had been devastated by his ordeal. He then 
thanked his parents, hsw wife, Sheriff Tambadou, Awa 
Ceesay Sabally, Lamin Camara, Justice Gibril Janneh, 
Raymond Sock, Misses Ngom, Pap Cheyassin Secka, 
and Sekou Jallow. He said all these people stood by 
him during his trials and helped him persevere. In 
Senegal he thanked Alioune Tine and Seydi Gassama 
at Amnesty international and the staff at UNHCR. He 
also thanked all his supporters within and outside 
The Gambia who prayed for him and in some cases, 
he claimed, fasted for him. He also thanked the 
staff that served under him at the NIA when he was 
Director General, who he said treated him as a family 
member. Lastly, he thanked the TRRC. He revealed 
that he had not wanted to testify, but staff members 
of the TRRC eventually convinced him. He ended 
by calling for peace in The Gambia and asked for 
forgiveness. 

Persons Mentioned by Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary detention (of Sam Kambie in 2007)

Edrisa Jobe (Alagie Morr)

Arbitrary Arrest (of Lamin Bo Baaji in November 
2009)

Edrisa Jobe (Alagie Morr) and Nuha Badjie

Present during torture, unlawful interrogation and 
obtaining false statements and confessions (from 
Lamin Bo Baaji)

Numo Kujabi, Solo Bojang, Bora Colley, JPB Gomez, 
Alagie Camara, Alagie Ceesay, Yankuba Badjie, 
Sukuta Jammeh, Louis Gomez, Edrisa Jobe, Lamin 
Cham, and Lamin Sanyang

Denial of Medical Care (to Lamin Ba Baaji)

Solo Bojang

Torture (of Lamin Bo Baaji in 2009)

Solo Bojang

Obtaining false statements and confessions

RN Chenge

they were not, and again insisted he did not support 
unlawful activity at the NIA. 

Commissioner Kah then gave his opinion on management 
theory as it relates to the NIA under the witness’s tenure. 
While praising the witness for his first speech at the NIA 
forbidding torture, he also accused the witness of not 
having enough control over the institution, leading to the 
abuse of Lamin Karbou and the over-50 illegal detentions. 
He then asked who was responsible for Lamin Karbou’s 
beating and whether they were ever punished. The 
witness, responding to the Commissioners comment, 
returned to his argument that delegation of tasks also 
meant delegation of responsibility and that one person 
in an institution cannot take all the blame. He stressed 
it was intentions that matter the most. After prompting, 
he answered that he got information Edrisa Jobe was 
involved in the torture of Lamin Karbou. 

Responding to a question from Commissioner Kah the 
witness then told the Commission he is not actively 
employed. He built a few smalls shops that he rents out, 
bringing him a little money at the end of each month. 
He said as god had put this burden on him, only god 
could remove it. He said what was most important to him 
is that for 10 years he did not stay with his family. His 
children were small when he was arrested, and by the 
time he returned they had grown up. He said one of his 
children is in Dakar and the other two are in college. 

Imam Jallow then asked how it was that the junior officers 
always seemed to abuse their seniors? The witness 
said he would not criticise the junior officers involved 
in these activities because in his opinion the problem 
was their lack of maturity. He said the seniors should 
have questioned them more before giving them these 
responsibilities. He recounted how during his arrest one 
of the junior soldiers apologised to him in the car. 

Imam Sey then recounted a few moments of the witness’s 
testimony and asked that god prevent the Gambia from 
ever having a government like Yahya Jammeh’s.

The witness then began his lengthy final remarks. After 
thanking god and the commissioners, he complained that 
his co-accused from 2009 had since been reinstated 
in their previous positions, given their pay, and sent on 
missions, but he was sent on retirement despite not being 
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