
1|

Presented by:

TRUTH, RECONCILIATION & 
REPARATIONS COMMISSION (TRRC) DIGEST

P
ho

to
: 

©
H

el
en

 J
on

es
-F

lo
ri

o
©

 2
0

2
0

 A
N

E
K

E
D

 &
 T

h
e 

P
oi

n
t 

N
ew

sp
ap

er

EDITIONS 13&14



|2

The Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission (TRRC) is mandated to investigate and establish 
an impartial historical record of the nature, causes and extent of violations and abuses of human rights 
committed during the period of July 1994 to January 2017 and to consider the granting of reparations 
to victims and for connected matters. It started public hearings on 7th January 2019 and will proceed 
in chronological order, examining the most serious human rights violations that occurred from 1994 
to 2017 during the rule of former President Yahya Jammeh. While the testimonies are widely reported 
in the press and commented on social media, triggering vivid discussions and questions regarding the 
current transitional process in the country, a summary of each thematic focus/event and its findings 
is missing. 

The TRRC Digests seek to widen the circle of stakeholders in the transitional justice process in The 
Gambia by providing Gambians and interested international actors, with a constructive recount of each 
session, presenting the witnesses and listing the names of the persons mentioned in relation to human 
rights violations and – as the case may be – their current position within State, regional or international 
institutions. 

Furthermore, the Digests endeavour to highlight trends and patterns of human rights violations and 
abuses that occurred and as recounted during the TRRC hearings. In doing so, the TRRC Digests 
provide a necessary record of information and evidence uncovered – and may serve as “checks and 
balances” at the end of the TRRC’s work. 

After each release, the Digests are translated into Fula, Jola, Mandika and Wolof, and transmitted over 
local radio stations.

#NeverAgain
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DISCLAIMER

The current publication is NOT a document emanating from the TRRC. It is produced by ANEKED and The Point 
Newspaper. 

The information in this publication has been compiled from live testimonies given at the TRRC hearings. Great 
care has been taken to accurately represent the verbal testimonies, however errors cannot be fully excluded. 

Please note that the culpability of any persons mentioned by witnesses can only be established by a competent 
court. 

Discrepancies and conflicting testimonies are highlighted on the next page. 

P
h
ot

o:
 ©

 L
en

a 
N

ia
n

Jeshwang Prison, where some witnesses testified they where kept under harsh and cruel conditions.
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DISCREPANCIES/CONFLICTING TESTIMONIES

Ebrima Jammeh versus Lamin Jah

Ebrima Jammeh reluctantly confessed to torturing 
Lamin Jah and claimed that he had only beaten him 
once, which contradicts the allegations put forward 
by Lamin Jah who attested that after they beat him 
the first time, the hood was removed from his head 
and he recognised Ebrima Jammeh also known as 
Chief Torturer, PO Jabang and PO Fadera holding 
blackjacks. Deputy Director Sefla (Yahya Jarju), who 
was sitting in a corner on a chair, instructed them 
in Mandinka to “Put him up again”, which they did 
however without placing the hood over his head and 
they started beating him again, before placing him 
in a hole, which had been dug and pouring water 
over him. 

Ebrima Jammeh also denied being called Chief 
Torturer though Lamin Jah and other witnesses who 
testified before the Commission during session 14 
identified this as his alias.

David Colley 

David Colley’s testimony conflicted with the 
testimonies of witnesses given during session 
14. He either feigned ignorance or maintained 
that witnesses had lied despite several witnesses 
putting forward the same allegations including the 
incident of the dead bull, which resulted in inmates 
falling sick and dying. David Colley went as far as 
denying that three prisoners died from the rotten 
meat.

He also vehemently refuted the allegations put 
forward by Tida Jaiteh that she bought him a 
generator, gave him 10,000 dalasi and facilitated 
the purchase of televisions and amplifiers for the 
prison, and for his (David Colley) personal use, 
in order to secure her husband’s access to the 
hospital.

He again denied being aware of any beatings in the 
prison or condoning the torture of prisoners.
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OVERVIEW

The 13th session of the public hearings of the Truth, 
Reconciliation and Reparations Commission, TRRC, 
began on 16th March 2020 and was suspended 
on 18th March 2020 in line with the Government’s 
efforts to contain the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) crisis 
in the country. The session heard testimonies 
regarding the unlawful attacks against road users 
by Yahya Jammeh’s convoys as well as the Junglers 
and the impact these tragic encounters had on their 
lives.

The TRRC resumed its hearings on 8th June with 
session 14, with a focus on the prisons system 
during the Yahya Jammeh regime and the violations 
of the rights of inmates and detainees, including 
political opponents held at the three prisons in 
The Gambia: Mile 2, Jeshwang and Janjabureh. 
Witnesses testified to a system plagued by corruption 
including theft of prison provisions and nepotism, 
ethnic discrimination, brutal torture and unlawful 
confinement practices, including unreasonably long 
detention of inmates. Testimonies also revealed the 
deplorable conditions of the prison facilities, the 
poor quality of food available, which many attributed 
to the causing of non-communicable diseases such 
as beriberi and the unlawful denial of access to 
and/or inadequate medical services for inmates 
with serious consequences and even death of 
prison inmates.

The 14th session also briefly touched on the unlawful 
execution of the death row inmates in 2012 as well 
as the murder of Baba Jobe, one of Yahya Jammeh’s 
former confident.

Witnesses testified in various local languages and 
as in previous sessions, there were issues with the 
quality of the interpretation, with some interpretation 
not fully conveying what the witness had said or 
omitting elements, thus impacting the accuracy of 
the translation.

In total, 19 persons testified, including two women*. 
Prisons officers accused of torture also testified.

In the course of the sessions, the human rights 
violations reported include: 

-Arbitrary arrest and detention 

-Torture (including sexual assault), cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment 

-Enforced disappearance

-Extrajudicial killing

-Forced labour

-Ethnic discrimination

-Denial of medical treatment

-Denial of access to food

57 persons were mentioned by witnesses in relation 
to human rights violations and crimes committed, 
namely1:

Ensa BADJIE (alias Jesus): Inspector General of 
Police, IGP from June 2008 to March 2010. Accused 
of arbitrary detention and assault of Musa Sallah. 
Ensa “Jesus” Badjie was unlawfully dismissed in 
March 2010, arrested, tortured and sentenced to 
life imprisonment on robbery-related offences. He 
was pardoned in 2015. According to several media 
reports, he was reinstated back into the police force 
with the rank of police commissioner in February 
2020. 

Adama BADJIE: Assistant Superintendent of 
Prisons, ASP, in the Gambia Prison Service, GPS, 
in 2016. Accused of torturing Omar Jallow, Lamin 
Jah, Derrick Bright, Stanley, Modou Sonko, Makodou 
Jakiteh and Soriba Conde in 2016.

Ousman BADJIE: Minister of Interior from 1999 to 
2003. Accused of the arbitrary detention of Sanna 
Sabally and Baba Jobe. Reported to be a project 
coordinator for a project being implemented in 
Casamance in 2019. 

Mamadou BAH: Police officer in 2011. Accused 

*According to information we have, there was a total of four protected witnesses who testified during sessions 13 & 14. 
However, due to transmission issues, it is possible that the testimonies were not available for airing. Should this information 
be accurate, we will include these testimonies in subsequent Digests.
1The allegations against individuals listed here are only those that were mentioned in this session. Individuals might have 
been accused of other crimes in previous sessions. Please check our previous Digests.

http://www.aneked.org/archives
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of torture of unnamed person and the enforced 
disappearance of Amadou Scattred Janneh in 2011.

Peter BOJANG: Prison officer in 2012. Accused of 
the arbitrary arrest of Jombo Jallow in 2012.

Muhammed BOJANG/JAMMEH: Officer in the GPS. 
Accused of assault of Baba Galleh Jallow, Omar Sey, 
and Mballow Kanteh.

Kebba CEESAY: Commissioner in the GPS in 2016. 
Accused of arbitrary arrest and detention of Abdou 
Jammeh in 2016.

Ali CEESAY: Prison officer from 1989 to 2010. 
Confessed to being present during the torture of 
Musa Susso.

David COLLEY (alias Mansa Colley): Former 
Director General of the GPS. Accused of torture 
of prison inmates including of Musa Susso, and 
of Omar Jallow, Lamin Jah, Derrick Bright, Stanley, 
Modou Sonko, Makodou and Soriba Conde in 2016; 
arbitrary arrest, arbitrary detention and enforced 
disappearance of political prisoners and prison 
officers, including Abdou Jammeh in 2016; cruel, 
inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment; 
denial of medical treatment to inmates, include of 
Seedy Jaiteh in 2016 and Lang Tombong Tamba; 
consumption by fraudulent means/food poisoning; 
corruption (theft of food from prison pantry and the 
prison farm); arbitrary dismissal of Ebrima Ceesay; 
and general corruption, nepotism, and ethnic 
discrimination. Confessed to arbitrary detention of 
Sanna Sabally and Baba Jobe. According to media 
reports2 he was dismissed from his position as 
director general on 24th 

 
February 2017 and charged 

with conspiracy to commit murder and abuse of 
office in March 2018, but released on bail. 

Ousainou COLLEY: Prison officer. Accused of 
corruption (theft of prison food.) 

Wally CORR: Former prison officer. Accused of 
arbitrary arrest and detention of Abdou Jammeh in 
2016. Said to be serving as an orderly at the TRRC 
at time of mention (June 2020).

Nuha DARBOE: Prison officer. Accused of torture of 
Musa Susso.

Omar DUMBUYA: Police officer in 2003-2004. 
Accused of arbitrary arrest and torture/sexual 
assault of Samba Doro Bah in 2003; arbitrary arrest, 
assault, and torture of Baba Galleh Jallow in 2004. 

Buba FADERA: Prison officer. Accused of denial of 
medical treatment to Mbemba Gassama and Modou 
Njie.

Lamin FADERA: Principal Officer, PO in GPS. Accused 
of being present during the torture of Omar Jallow, 
Derrick Bright, Stanley, Modou Sonko, Makodou 
Jakiteh and Soriba Conde in 2016. Accused of 
participating in the torture of Lamin Jah.

Lamin JABANG: PO in GPS in 2016. Accused of being 
present during the torture of Omar Jallow, Derrick 
Bright, Stanley, Modou Sonko, Makodou Jakiteh and 
Soriba Conde in 2016 and the arbitrary arrest and 
detention of Abdou Jammeh in 2016. Accused of 
participating in the torture of Lamin Jah.

Muhammed JABBI: Sub-inspector in GPS. Accused 
of torture of inmates, including Soriba Conde, Lamin 
Jah, and Makodou Jakiteh, as well as the assault 
of Falu Ceesay. Reported to have been suspended 
from the GPS3. 

Famara JALLOW: Police officer in 2003-2004. 
Accuse of torture and sexual assault of Samba 
Doro Bah in 2003, and arbitrary arrest and torture 
of Baba Galleh Jallow in 2004.

Modou/Momodou Pika JALLOW4: Former National 
Intelligence Agency, NIA, agent and police officer in 
Basse in 2004. Accused of forcing a false confession 
from Samba Doro Bah in 2003 and accused of 
arbitrary arrest and torture of Baba Galleh Jallow in 
2004.

Omar JALLOW (alias “Oya”): Member of the 
death squad team “the Junglers”. Accused of the 
extrajudicial killing of Pa Manneh and attempted 
murder of Musa Sallah in 2001. Arrested in
May 2017 and released on 10th August 2019 from 
detention following recommendation from former 

2See The Torch, 19 March 2018, David Colley charged with ‘murder of Baba Jobe’.
3See The Standard, 17 September 2020, Prison officer urges decongestion of remand wing under Covid-19.
4We believe Modou Pika Jallow and Momodou Pika Jallow are the same person.

https://torchongambia.wordpress.com/2018/03/19/david-colley-charged-with-murder-of-baba-jobe/
https://standard.gm/prison-officer-urges-decongestion-of-remand-wing-amid-covid-19/
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Minister of Justice Abubacarr Tambadou after his 
testimony at the TRRC. 

Ebrima JAMMEH (alias “Chief Torturer): 
Commissioner of Operations in Mile 2 Prison in 
2016. Accused of torture of inmates, including (no 
first name mentioned) Baldeh, Omar Jallow, Stanley, 
and Modou Sonko in 2016. Confessed to torture of 
Soriba Conde, Lamin Jah, Dennis, Derrick Bright in 
2016, to complicity in torture of Falu Ceesay and 
Makodou Jakiteh, and to providing false statement 
to the police in 2017. Suspended from the GPS in 
2017 pending on-going investigation.

Pa Harry JAMMEH: Former solicitor general. 
Accused of conspiracy to provide false evidence 
against Ensa “Jesus” Badjie.

Kalilu JAMMEH: Superintendent at Mile 2 Prison. 
Accused of torture of Lamin Jah and Soriba Conde. 

Sukuta JAMMEH: NIA Officer in 2012. Accused of 
corruption.

Yahya JAMMEH: Chairman of the AFPRC, later 
APRC, and President of The Gambia until December 
2016. Accused of enforced disappearances; cruel, 
inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment; 
arbitrary dismissal of Malang Tamba in 2012; and 
arbitrary detentions, including of Baba Jobe. In exile 
in Equatorial Guinea at the time of release of this 
publication. 

Momodou JARJU: Commissioner in the GPS in 
2016. Accused of arbitrary arrest of Abdou Jammeh 
in 2016.

Salifou/Salif JARJU: Driver for the Director General 
of the GPS. Accused of being present during the 
torture of Musa Susso.

Sunkaru JARJU: Prison officer, later moved to the 
NIA. Accused of assault of Baba Galleh Jallow, Omar 
Sey and Mballow Kanteh. 

Thomas JARJU: Deputy Director in the GPS in 2016. 

Accused of arbitrary arrest and detention of Abdou 
Jammeh in 2016.

Yahya JARJU (alias “Sefla”): Former superintendent 
of Mile 2 Prison. Accused of torture of inmates at 
Mile 2 Prison, including Omar Jallow, Lamin Jah, 
Dennis (Winter), Derrick Bright, Stanley, Modou 
Sonko, Makodou Jakiteh and Soriba Conde in 2016; 
corruption (theft of prison food). Also accused of 
aiding and abetting in extrajudicial killing of Lamin 
Dabo, Dawda Bojang, Abubacarr Yarboe and Tabara 
Samb in 2012.

(First name not given) JAWO: Accused of torture of 
prison inmates. 

Muhammed JAWO: Sergeant in the GPS. Accused 
of torture of Soriba Conde and Lamin Jah in 2016.

Sheikh Omar JENG: Former Director of Operations 
at the NIA. Accused of arbitrary arrest and 
detention of Ebrima Njie and Edrissa Manga in 
2016. Facing trial as part of the case known 
as the “NIA 9 case” on numerous offences 
ranging from conspiracy to commit felony, assault 
causing serious bodily harm, murder and making 
false documents at the time of release of this 
publication. 

Alagie JOBE: Sergeant in the GPS. Accused of 
degrading treatment of Amadou Scattred Janneh 
in 2011, assault of Lamin Dabo in 2012, and the 
arbitrary arrest of Jombo Jallow. Also accused of 
aiding and abetting in the extrajudicial killing of nine 
death row inmates in 2012.

Kenken5 (last name not given): Chief Prosecutor 
of Nigerian nationality. Accused of conspiracy to 
provide false evidence against Ensa “Jesus” Badjie.

(Full name not given) KONYAAJI6: Driver for the 
police in 2003. Accused of the arbitrary arrest and 
of participating in the torture/sexual assault of 
Samba Doro Bah in 2003.

Abdoulie KUJABI: Former Director General of the 
NIA. Accused of corruption.

5The spelling of this name may be incorrect.
6We believe this may be an alias as “Konyaaji” is the name of a small ethnic group in Gambia.
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Numo KUJABI: Former director general of the NIA. 
Accused of conspiracy to provide false evidence 
against Ensa “Jesus” Badjie. Deceased in 2014. 

Sanna KUJABI: Sergeant in the GPS in 2016. 
Accused of torture of Omar Jallow, Lamin Jah, Derrick 
Bright, Stanley, Modou Sonko, Makodou Jakiteh and 
Soriba Conde in 2016.

Alagie MAKALO: Prison officer. Accused of torture 
of Soriba Conde and Lamin Jah, and assault of 
Jallow (first name not given).

(First name not given) MENDY: Paramilitary officer 
in 2003. Accused of arbitrary arrest and torture of 
Samba Doro Bah in 2003.

Goro NJIE: NIA Officer. Accused of arbitrary arrest 
and detention of Ebrima Njie and Edrissa Manga in 
2016.

Emmanuel NKEA: Judge in the Gambian justice 
system. Accused of miscarriage of justice in the 
case against Amadou Scattred Janneh in 2011-
2012.

Omar (last name not given): Chief Superintendent 
in the GPS. Accused of torture of Soriba Conde. 

Pateh (last name not given): Police officer. Accused 
of corruption.

(First name not given) SAHO: ASP of Police in 
2003. Accused of arbitrary arrest and torture of 
Samba Doro Bah in 2003.

Kalilu SANNEH: Chief officer in the GPS. Accused of 
torture of Samba Doro Bah in 2003, arbitrary arrest 
and detention of Abdou Jammeh in 2016, and 
consumption by fraudulent means/food poisoning 
of Ebrima Njie and Edrissa Manga in 2016. Also 
accused of assault of Ebrima Joof.

Musa SANYANG: Deputy Commissioner in the GPS. 
Accused of aiding and abetting in the extrajudicial 

killing of Lamin Dabo, Alieu Bah, “Elève”, Lamin 
Jarju, Jibba Bah, Malang Sonko, Dawda Bojang, 
Bouyaka and Tabara Samb in 2012.

Ousman SONKO: Former Inspector General of Police, 
IGP and Minister of Interior (2000-2016). Accused 
of arbitrary detention of Baba Jobe, and the arbitrary 
arrest and detention of Abdou Jammeh in 2016. 
Detained in Switzerland and under investigation 
by Swiss authorities for crimes against humanity, 
including rape at time of release of this publication. 

Lamin SOWE (alias “Jimbo”): Commissioner of 
Operations in the GPS. Accused of degrading 
treatment of Amadou Scattred Janneh in 2011. 
Confessed to arbitrary detention.

Ba Kebba SUSSO: Police officer in 2011. Accused 
of torture of unnamed person and enforced 
disappearance of Amadou Scattred Janneh in 2011.

Suwaibou (last name not given): Prison medic. 
Accused of assault of inmates at Mile 2 prison.  

Aziz TAMBA: Relative of Yahya Jammeh. Accused of 
poisoning Baba Jobe whilst at Mile 2 Prison.

Karafa TAMBA: Chief Superintendent in the GPS in 
2016. Accused of forgery of Abdou Jammeh’s plea 
in 2016.

ML TAMBA: Member of the death squad team 
“the Junglers.” Accused of extrajudicial killing of Pa 
Manneh and attempted murder of Musa Sallah in 
2001.

Malang TAMBA: Prison officer in the Gambia Prison 
system. Accused of torture of inmates, including 
Makodou Jakiteh, and assault of (no first name 
given) Jallow and Ous/Ousman Nicoul. Confessed 
to torture of Falu Ceesay, Soriba Conde and Lamin 
Jah. Suspended from the Gambia Prison Service in 
2017 pending on-going investigation.

Famara Wassa TOURAY: Police officer in 2011. 
Accused of torture of unnamed person in 2011.

BANJUL POLICE STATION   NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY   BAMBADINKA   STATE HOUSE
BANJUL HIGH COURT   BRIKAMA   MILE 2 PRISON   JANJANBUREH PRISON   JESHWANG PRISON

POLICE HEADQUARTERS   POLICE INTERVENTION UNIT HEADQUARTERS  BRUSUBI POLICE STATION

arbitrary arrest/
detention

forced labour
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extrajudicial 
killing

19
PERSONS TESTIFIED
Including 2 women

PLACES
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    57 
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in relation to human rights 
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WITNESS NAME: Musa SALLAH

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 16th March 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Attack on witness by the Junglers; 
accident with a government convoy and subsequent 
assault 

POSITION DURING THE EVENT (S): Photographer, waiter, 
taxi driver

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Unlawfully attacked and 
shot by members of the Junglers; involved in an accident 
with a government convoy; assaulted by Ensa Badjie

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY: 

Musa Sallah told the Commission that he was sometimes 
called Goreh. He stated that he was born in 1974 in 
Pakali Ba and attended Islamic school in his hometown. 

He further testified that at the end of 2000, he went to 
see a particular marabout and seek prayers at Nyaireh 
in Casamance. When he got to Nyaireh, the marabout 
“divined” for him, suggesting that the marabout was 
looking into the future. He said that after the divination 
was performed, the marabout gave him some medicine 
consisting of powder, herbs, and leaves. He was 
instructed to bathe with the medicine for seven days and 
when it was finished, he should return to the marabout.

Musa Sallah explained that he returned to the Marabout 
at the end of January 2001. While there for a second 
time, he asked the marabout to add some prayers for 

him and the marabout gave him a string that had 
red, white, and black colouring, which were to make 
him popular in his work. When asked what happened 
next, the witness said that he spent the night there. 
The next day, they discussed the difficulties of finding 
transportation where they were and as the witness 
was devising a plan to walk somewhere to look for 
transport, a man named Pa Manneh arrived in the 
village and ran into him. 

He stated that he knew Pa Manneh from earlier as he 
was a native of Brufut, which was where he had his 
photo studio. When the witness ran into Pa Manneh, 
he continued, he (the witness) asked him what he 
was doing and Pa Manneh told him, “he was on a 
mission.” After some conversation, the witness asked 
Pa Manneh for a lift when he returned to Gambia that 
Friday morning as he had a motorcycle. When asked 
what kind of work Pa Manneh did, the witness replied 
that he believed Pa Manneh raised sheep. As for Pa 
Manneh’s mission in Nyaireh, the witness said he did 
not explain it to him. 

Pa Sanneh picked the witness up on his motorcycle 
early in the morning on the Friday of their planned 
departure. The witness said that when they got to the 
junction outside of Umorto and took the road towards 
Umorto, they did not encounter any kind of visible 
checkpoint nor did they see any sign that anyone was 
around. However, soon after they made the turn, they 
heard gunshots. The Lead Counsel asked if they fired 
any warning shots. The witness responded in the 
negative. The Lead Counsel asked if anyone issued 
orders for him to stop. The witness said that he did 
not see or hear anyone. 

Continuing, the Lead Counsel asked the witness if he 
heard one shot at first or a succession of shots. The 
witness said that shots came in succession, passing 
over his ears and around his sides. When asked, the 
witness agreed that it was sustained gunfire. Asked 
to describe what happened after he heard the first 
gunshot, Musa Sallah said that he told Pa Manneh 
to stop, but Pa Manneh told him “these are rebels.” 
When he asked Pa Manneh what kind of rebels they 
were, Pa Manneh insisted they continue. He added 
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that they were still being shot at while they were talking. 
Musa Sallah recalled that when the bullet hit him, he 
leaned forward onto Pa Manneh who told him that he 
had also been shot. The witness then told Pa Manneh 
that they should stop. He recalled that Pa Manneh was 
leaning heavily on the handlebars when they ran into a 
ditch and fell. When they fell, the witness said, he rolled 
over and leaned against a tree. Pa Manneh rolled over as 
well and laid his head on the witness leg, telling him, “I 
am dying.” The witness told him that he too was dying and 
then said “It is Friday7, let us pray to God.” They started 
praying together and reciting verses. 

He then recalled that while they were 
praying, he watched Pa Manneh die, 
and then he fainted. 
He described how, when he woke, his leg was numb 
because Pa Manneh’s body was still lying on his leg. 
When he pushed Pa Manneh off his leg and stood up, 
his blood spurted from his body. He lay down again and 
was unaware of where he was. Continuing, the witness 
said that when he awoke again, he saw an old man who 
was shepherding cattle and had a bicycle. The witness 
signalled to him for help and the old man came to him 
through the grass. When the man saw that Pa Manneh 
was dead, he ran away.

The Lead Counsel asked the witness if he saw the people 
that shot him. The witness responded in the affirmative, 
he said that after the old man left, he could hear people 
approaching through the grass. He could not see them at 
first because they approached him from the back. When 
they walked past, he said, “Who is that? Can you help 
me? Can you help me?” Then one of the men came and 
stood beside him with his gun and another man came and 
stood next to Pa Manneh’s body. He noted that they were 
dressed in military camouflage, wore caps and carried 
weapons. The witness said that after he stood, their 
superior, whom he described as black with “somewhat 
light skin”, was on the gravel road. The witness said the 
head spoke to the other men and asked them if they 
shot them to which they responded that one of them died 
and one survived. The man directed his subordinates to 

search the witness and Pa Manneh. After one of the 
men took their ID cards, he told their superior that 
the two men they had shot were Gambian. Their boss 
responded, “Whatever…check them very well.” 

Proceeding with his testimony, the witness said that 
after that conversation, the man in charge told his 
subordinates to search the witness completely. They 
took his wallet, watch and the silver chain that he 
wore around his neck. Then, the other man searched 
Pa Manneh and discovered some dalasi in his bag. 
They also took the bag, holding onto it. The man then 
turned Pa Manneh’s body over, searched his pockets 
and took something else. The witness said that he 
watched them for a while and then said to the man, 
“Sir, help me of just finish me off.” The man responded, 
“You are lucky. You people are Gambian, otherwise I 
would finish you.” The man eventually helped him but 
according to the witness was slow about it. 

The witness said that eventually a pickup truck 
arrived and they boarded it, laying the witness in the 
back with Pa Manneh’s body. Two soldiers then took 
the rider8 and left with it. They headed to a place 
near Jiboro on the Senegalese border. When they 
got there, they parked the truck behind a police 
station and left them there for roughly 30 minutes. 
He further testified that this was when a “European 
colleague” arrived. He suspected that the man was 
either Italian or Turkish, adding that he could not 
recall his name but that he knew he was the one 
who trained the Junglers. The Lead Counsel asked 
the witness if the name Francisco was familiar to 
him. The witness responded in the affirmative. When 
asked, the witness was not able to name Francisco’s 
surname from memory. The Lead Counsel asked if it 
was Casco. The witness said that sounded right. He 
said the reason he came to know the man’s name 
was because when he was lying in the pickup truck 
behind the police station, the man approached him 
and stuck his finger in his bullet wound so far that he 
touched the bone. The witness told the man that he 
was hurting him, to which the man replied that the 
witness was a lucky child. The witness shot back in 
English, “No, I am not a lucky child, I am a dead child.” 

7Friday is a sacred day of worship in the Islamic tradition. 
8We assume the witness was referring to the motorcycle.
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According to the witness, Francisco Casco asked the 
officer why he had not “finished him off” since he was 
suffering. The military officer said that his boss had 
told him to leave the witness alone. The witness and 
Pa Manneh’s body were eventually taken to Brikama 
Police Station where they also were forced to wait for 
30 minutes or so before continuing on. When asked, the 
witness said that he was not given any first aid during 
that time. After waiting for a while, the soldiers got back 
in the vehicle and took him to Yundum. Once at Yundum, 
the soldiers went inside and spoke to the police who 
then came outside to look at the witness. The witness 
said the police officers said, “Oh, sorry,” when they 
looked at him. They asked the witness where he was 
from and he told them, Talinding. They then continued 
their journey but before they reached Lamin, he fainted 
and was unconscious. 

Musa Sallah told the Commission that when they finally 
arrived in Banjul, he was taken to the emergency ward 
and found his family there waiting for him. When asked 
how his family knew that he was at the hospital, the 
witness said that they had heard that he had been shot 
together with Pa Manneh so they went to the hospital 
to confirm. He added that Pa Manneh’s “people” also 
came and there was a lot of commotion, which resulted 
in a “push and pull”. Soldiers entered the hospital to try 
to manage the situation but Pa Manneh’s people were 
very upset. They accused the soldiers of having killed 
their relative and trying to drive them away. They told the 
soldiers to kill all of them if they wanted. The witness 
said that after that the commotion subsided and he was 
taken to wards six and seven where he spent 21 days 
recovering. 

The Lead Counsel asked if he was operated on or received 
surgery. The witness responded that he was taken to be 
X-rayed. He revealed that he was shot on the left side of 
his chest and showed the Commissioners the scar from 
his bullet wound. When asked if he was told how close 
the bullet was to his heart, he replied that the doctor told 
him that the bullet struck him one inch from his heart. 

He stated that after he was released, they left him with 
one police officer that was supposed to guard him. 

The witness added that when he 
asked the man why he was there, 
the police officer told him that he 
was there to save his life as the 
Junglers had shot him. 
The witness said that the officer was working as an 
inspector at Sukuta Police Station at the time of the 
testimony. The police officer told him that he was in 
danger because he could always act as a witness in 
Pa Manneh’s death but added that he could assist 
him and keep him safe. 

Moving forward, the Lead Counsel asked if the wound 
had healed when he was discharged from the hospital. 
The witness said it had not yet fully healed, but the 
doctors stated that it was healed enough for him to 
be released from the hospital. He added that the 
doctor told him that the bullet he was shot by actually 
passed through his body and killed Pa Manneh. He 
recalled that before he was discharged, the police 
officer came to him and told him that the doctor 
was going to release him but he had been asked 
to take him to Banjul Police Headquarters. Once at 
Banjul Police Station, the witness said he stood by 
the counter and talked to the officer’s superior before 
being asked to sit behind the counter. He sat there 
for a while before being called upstairs and taken to 
Jai Sowe´s9 office. The witness went to the office and 
sat down across from Jaye Sowe who asked him why 
he would not stop selling drugs. The witness denied 
the allegation. Jaye Sowe further asked him if he was 
aware that he was shot with an AK-47 and did not 
die. He then took his pistol from out of a drawer and 
placed it on the table and according to the witness, 
threatened to kill him if he did not stop selling drugs. 
“If you do not stop selling drugs, I will finish you”, he 
said.  The witness stated that he once again denied 
selling drugs.

Musa Sallah testified that after his initial meeting 
with Jaye Sowe, he gave a statement at the drug 
squad office. After giving his statement, one of the 

9Sometimes also spelt Jaye Sowe.
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head officers in the room asked the witness if he was 
aware that the person he had been with (Pa Manneh) 
was a drug dealer. The witness told him that he was 
not aware of that. The officer then told him, “whether 
you speak the truth or not, when we are done with you, 
we will lock you up.” The witness stated that the police 
officer continued to interrogate him and after a while, the 
National Intelligence Agency, NIA picked him up and took 
him to their office.

The witness highlighted that he had left the hospital 
at half past nine in the morning and arrived at the NIA 
around 3 pm, and during that time was not given anything 
to eat or drink. Once at the NIA, he sat for a while before 
speaking to an officer. Musa Sallah said he told the officer 
that he was in pain and was tired but the officer said that 
he had not yet admitted that he and Pa Manneh were 
drug dealers. The witness denied the allegations and 
when he asked where the drugs were, the officer told him 
to go and talk to the soldiers who had confiscated the 
motorcycle, Pa Manneh’s bag, and other possessions. 

Continuing, the witness said that after his meeting at the 
NIA, he was told that his case was going to be picked 
up by the Police Headquarters, to which he told them 
that he had just came from there. He was told to sit and 
wait. After fifteen minutes, he was told to get up to go 
and was taken back to the drug squad office at Banjul 
Police Headquarters. At the drug squad office, he was 
once again chastised for not confessing.  They asked the 
witness if he wanted to go to prison. He stated that after 
the interrogation, he was placed in a cell.

Musa Sallah told the Commission that once inside 
the cell, a man named Alagie made space for him to 
lay down and rest as he had been shot. He added that 
he spent the night in the cell and the next day he was 
taken back upstairs where his sister was waiting for him. 
He highlighted that before that he was put in the cell, 
he had been able to call his sister and tell her that he 
had been discharged from the hospital but taken to the 
police station. She bailed him out but he was instructed 
to return in a week to report to the station, which he did. 
He was again asked to report back in a week’s time to 
get his sister’s ID card but he should return with money. 

The Lead Counsel asked the witness if he knew the 
name of the officer who was asking him for money. The 

witness replied that the man was called Pateh and 
he was dark in complexion. He explained that Pateh 
told him that if he gave him money, he would burn his 
case file. 

At this point, the Lead Counsel 
reminded the witness that he was 
under oath and then asked him if, 
in essence, he was saying that the 
officer was asking him for a 5,000 
dalasi bribe to burn his case file. 
The witness responded in the affirmative, asserting 
that he was telling the absolute truth. When asked, 
the witness testified that he did not pay the money 
because he did not have it. The officer told him he 
would keep the file until he returned with the money. 
The officer then gave the witness back his sister’s ID 
card. The Lead Counsel asked if he was required to 
continue reporting. The witness said he never came 
back again to report to that officer. 

Regarding the bribery, the Lead Counsel asked if, 
as far as the witness knew, that kind of behaviour 
was normal in the police. The witness said that in 
the cell he was placed in, there was someone that 
was caught with drugs. He added that the day he 
was put in the cell, the person who was caught with 
drugs was brought out of the cell, taken upstairs, and 
then returned to the cell. The witness said that he 
then overheard the man saying they had asked him 
for 150,000  (currency not given) so that the case 
would be withdrawn. The witness asked him what 
they caught him with and the man told him that he 
was caught with “five kilos.” 

The Lead Counsel asked the witness if he was aware 
that he was alleging massive corruption on the 
part of the drug squad. The witness responded in 
the affirmative, he said, “up to date it is happening”, 
adding that that they used to come to Kololi, arrest 
people, take their money and then leave. He asserted 
that the drug squad took bribes from those they 
arrested. 
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Discussing the impact on his health, 
Musa Sallah explained that during the 
cold season he feels sharp pains like 
he was being stabbed in the back. 
The pain was severe enough that it made him temporarily 
unable to stand, adding that he had such an episode 
about a month before the TRRC hearing. When he 
collapsed from pain, his friends and family that were 
there helped to massage him with some ointment. The 
pain, he stated, would often last for three or four days. 
He added that the injury affected his hand as well.

Asked what he did with his life after his ordeal. The 
witness said that he looked for work so he could take care 
of himself. He was fortunate to end up in Kololi in 2007 
where one of his brothers named Modou Badjie owned a 
bar and restaurant. But between 2001 when he was shot 
and 2007, he did nothing and lived with his sister who 
took care of him. He highlighted that during that time he 
did occasionally help out some local fisherman to earn 
some extra money. 

The witness later revealed that when he worked in the 
bar in Kololi, Sanna Manjang and his crew usually came 
to drink and smoke cannabis. He named Nuha Badjie, 
Michael Correa and Nfansu Nyabally.  He noted that they 
were sometimes 12, 15, or 20 in number and sometimes 
they came in dressed in “black-black” uniforms like the 
paramilitary, highlighting that at the time they were called 
the Black Scorpions. He said that they were residents at 
the white house in Kololi. 

He testified that on a typical day when Sanna Manjang 
and his crew came to the bar, they would have a party 
and would sometimes slaughter a pig and grill it or bring 
fish. In a week, they might come two or three times, 
sometimes even during working hours, he stated. He 
added that when they came, they would tell people to 
smoke “ganja” (referring to cannabis) or an officer 
would “come fuck them up.” The witness said that the 
drug squad was well aware of who the Junglers were but 
nobody dared challenge them because they behaved as 
if they were Yahya Jammeh’s own sons.

Musa Sallah attested that their vehicles were full of 
weapons including AK-47s, pistols, RPGs, grenades, 
shovels and pickaxes. When asked what the pickaxes 
might be used for, the witness responded, “that after 
they ran away, we came to know what that was for.” 
He highlighted that they when they came, they would 
opened up the floodgates to drinking because they 
had lots of money, which he believed came from 
Yahya Jammeh. He admitted that sometimes if he 
was hungry, he would ask them for money. 

He stated that one day, the Junglers came to the 
bar and said the place was “lonely” so they were 
going to the Ocean Bar. After he left work, he also 
went to the Ocean Bar. When he got there, a young 
boy named Mustapha Jabbi Gassama, an electrician 
living in Talinding, called the witness a “dead man 
walking.” The witness explained that he was aware of 
his shooting. When Sanna Manjang asked who was 
“a dead man walking”, Mustapha Jabbi Gassama 
explained how the witness was shot with an AK47 
and Pa Manneh was killed. After Sanna Manjang 
was informed of the date and time of the incident, 
he disclosed that on the day the witness was shot, 
Omar Jallow alias Oya, ML Tamba and their boss 
where on duty that day. The witness stated that the 
Junglers pointed to a man that they said was ML 
Tamba, adding that he had left work, gone to Europe 
for a while, and then returned. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness if he was 
told anything aside from the fact that those men 
had been on duty that day. The witness replied that 
Sanna Manjang told him that those were the people 
that shot him, adding that he would not lie to him. 
The Lead Counsel asked if Sanna Manjang pointed 
at ML Tamba to indicate that he was one of the 
people who shot the witness. The witness responded 
in the affirmative. He added that he started sweating 
and Nuha Badjie came close to him and told him, 
“Goreh, is it true?” The witness said it was and then 
he removed his shirt to show the scar from the bullet 
wound. When Nuha Badjie saw the scar, he exclaimed 
and said to ML Tamba he had shot those people. The 
Lead Counsel asked if they mentioned Pa Manneh by 
name. The witness responded in the affirmative. 
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Proceeding, the witness said that ML Tamba said to him 
(Nuha Badjie), yes, and explained that the witness and 
Pa Manneh had refused to stop. The witness asked ML 
Tamba why they did not stand on the highway when he 
and Pa Manneh were passing through the junction. He 
told ML Tamba that they had guns and took cover in the 
grass. The witness said that they explained to Sanna 
Manjang that at the time when the witness was coming, 
they heard the motorbike and that was why they hid inside 
the grasses to wait for them. According to the witness, 
ML Tamba claimed that he hissed for them to stop. The 
witness said that he did not hear anything, only heard 
gunfire opening up on them. After this, Sanna Manjang 
told them to stop talking. 

The Lead Counsel asked the witness what Sanna Manjang’s 
state of mind was at the time of the confrontation. The 
witness said that Sanna Manjang had been drinking 
and he assumed he was intoxicated but that he did not 
speak like someone who was drunk. When asked what 
Sanna Manjang said to him, the witness testified that 
he directed Nuha Badjie to stop talking because that 
conversation could “bring other things.”  He told them 
to talk about something else because they went there to 
enjoy themselves.

Musa Sallah told the Commission that after that, Nuha 
Badjie took him aside and said that he knew he was 
angry because Sanna Manjang had pointed out ML 
Tamba but warned him not to take any action or try to 
get revenge. Nuha Badjie said that later they would take 
action so that ML Tamba would come and apologise to 
him. The witness said that the apology could not be there 
because anyone who was involved in the incident knew 
that they never placed a real checkpoint, stones, or any 
indication that he was supposed to stop at that fateful 
intersection. He stated that he further told him on the 
evening that we was put in the hospital for the bullet 
wound, he heard Yahya Jammeh give a speech about the 
men who were shot at the border. The witness affirmed 
that Yahya Jammeh announced that they would bury the 
man who was killed (Pa Manneh) and treat the man who 
was wounded (the witness) but that his soldiers would 
not go to court and there would be no case file. 

He added that when he heard that 
he cried because he felt that Pa 
Manneh had died in vain and he had 
been wounded in vain. 
According to the witness, Nuha badjie and Sanna 
Manjang told him “we feel you, you are our brother, 
we are all Gambians.” Then they advised him to be 
patient and said they would do their utmost best to 
go to Yahya Jammeh and talk to him and tell him they 
had spoken to the survivor of the shooting incident in 
2001 in Umorto and that he needed help. Afterward, 
they would often tell him that they were working on 
his case but that he needed to be patient because 
they were very busy but nothing actually came of it. 
The witness responded in the negative. 

Moving forward, the witness explained that around 
2010, with the help of a Welsh friend called David 
Thomas, he bought a car so that he could earn 
money independently. Then in 2011, the first day of 
President Macky Sall’s visit to The Gambia, at around 
11 or 1210, he was driving when he saw a vehicle 
behind him. When asked to describe the vehicle, he 
said it was black and long, had very bright lights and 
was on “double signal.” He noted that he did not 
hear any sirens or signals and the vehicle behind him 
was the only one in the convoy. Musa Sallah stated 
that when he saw the double signal, he slowed down 
and pulled off the side of the road, riding slowly. His 
vehicle was suddenly struck so hard from behind by 
the convoy that it spun his car around and knocked it 
into an electrical pole, lost control and leapt across 
the road to the other side. He added that the vehicle 
was “crumpled” and the front and back windshields 
were broken.  

The Lead Counsel asked if he was struck accidentally 
or intentionally. The witness said he did not think it 
was an accident but he also did not know if the driver 
of the vehicle was drunk, did not know the way, or 
could not see, because the headlights of the vehicle 
were “directly on his back seat.” The Lead Counsel 
asked the witness if it looked like the driver had lost 

10The witness did not indicate if this was in the morning or at night but we assume it was at night as he mentioned 
warning lights.
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control of their vehicle and the witness said he thought 
so. He added that someone alighted from the vehicle, 
came over to him and said “behold, he is not dead.” He 
stated that he was afraid as the man was dressed in a 
soldier’s uniform. He did not speak, he just sat there 
as the man and other people were looking at  him. The 
man left without trying to remove him from the vehicle or 
getting him medical assistance.

He recalled that he was parked on the side of the road 
for more than 30 minutes and people blamed “Yahya 
Jammeh’s government”. They told him that the best thing 
for him to do would be to take his car to a garage and 
repair it but the witness said he told them he would go 
to the police station to report the accident. He eventually 
went to Brusubi Police Station and reported the accident 
with the convoy. According to the witness, the police told 
him, “Well, those are Yahya Jammeh’s people.” Then they 
asked him if his vehicle had been destroyed, which he 
confirmed. The witness testified that the police officer 
took down his information and said that he would contact 
him but he never heard from them again. 

The witness testified that he never received any 
compensation. He eventually returned to the police 
station but found that his case had been transferred. 
The witness said that he asked for his name11 but 
they were afraid to tell him, but he can recognise him. 
Ultimately, the witness never received any compensation 
for the accident. When asked, the witness responded 
that he was injured on the forehead. He did not go to 
the hospital after the accident and he treated himself at 
home. He was not able to repair the vehicle because he 
did not have enough money and ultimately sold his car 
for 40,000 dalasi. He highlighted that he had purchased 
the vehicle for 185,000 dalasi and could have sold it for 
150,000 dalasi had it not been for the accident. 

When asked how he felt about the accident, the witness 
said it did not happen to him alone and noted that there 
were other accidents involving government convoys in 
Gambia. After naming several notable accidents with 
convoys, the witness said that that he had heard a 
rumour that some of the vehicles were repaired. The 
Lead Counsel asked how he felt when his vehicle was 

not repaired or paid for and the witness said that he 
went to Sanna Manjang and told him that he had an 
accident with his people in a convoy. The witness said 
that when he explained what happened, Nyabally12 

told him that they should have killed him and asked 
him why he did not leave the road. The witness said 
he asked him if he was the one driving the vehicle 
that struck him. Nyabally replied that if he had been 
driving that vehicle and saw the witness he would 
have knocked his car until it did a somersault. The 
witness told Nyabally, “Then you are not my friend.” 

Continuing on, the Lead Counsel remarked that this 
was not the witness’ last encounter with Gambian 
security forces. The witness responded in the 
affirmative, he said there was another incident that 
occurred with Ensa “Jesus” Badjie. The witness said 
he borrowed a scooter one day to go to Serrekunda. 
On his way home he stopped at a market, and as he 
was leaving, he passed a vehicle parked at a junction 
and continued on. Some way down the road, he was 
hit by the pickup and believed it was not an accident 
but could not think of why the person would have 
struck him with his car. When asked who was in the 
pickup, the witness testified that it was Ensa Badjie 
driving the car. 

According to Musa Sallah, after hitting his scooter 
with his pickup truck, Ensa Badjie alighted from the 
vehicle and found the witness lying on the ground. 

When the witness tried to stand up, 
Ensa Badjie struck him in the face 
with his pistol and knocked him 
down again. 
The witness sustained an injury to his forehead 
that he described as “torn and deep.” After pistol-
whipping him, Ensa Badjie took the witness and the 
scooter to the Serrekunda Police Station. At the police 
station, Ensa Badjie brought the witness behind the 
building and handcuffed him to the scooter where 
he was forced to spend the night. At the request of 
the Lead Counsel, the witness demonstrated how he 

11We assume the witness is referring to the driver.
12Probably referring to former Jungler Nfansu Nyabally, accused of committing crimes against humanity including 
enforced disappearances.
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was handcuffed to the scooter while sitting on the ground 
next to it. The witness highlighted that Ensa Badjie did 
not tell him the reason for his detention.

The witness said he was not taken inside the station at 
any point to be processed; he was left in the parking lot 
where they kept vehicles involved in accidents. He also 
testified that he did not receive medical treatment for 
his wounds and he was covered in his own blood until 
the morning when he encountered an immigration officer 
named Mustapha Gaye. Mustapha Gaye lived there and 
discovered the witness when he opened the door to 
his room. The witness added that in the night he was 
screaming because he was not able to lie down properly. 
The witness said that he still had a mark on his wrist 
from the handcuffs at the time of the testimony. 

When Mustapha Gaye asked the witness what happened, 
the witness described his encounter with Ensa Badjie. 
The witness said that Mustapha Gaye then spoke to 
the other police officers to advocate for the witness. 
Mustapha Gaye asked the officers what the witness 
was doing there. The officers told him that Ensa Badjie 
brought him to the station but never told anyone why. The 
officers then called Ensa Badjie who instructed them to 
release the witness. The officers told Ensa Badjie that 
the witness was wounded and so Ensa Badjie instructed 
them to take him to the Serrekunda clinic. At the clinic, 
they cleaned the witness’ wound, bandaged it and gave 
him paracetamol. Then they brought him back to the 
station and told him to take his scooter and go home. 
The witness said he told the officers that the scooter 
was destroyed and it did not even belong to him. The 
officers replied by asking, “Do you not desire peace? Go 
home!” The witness picked up the scooter and brought it 
back to the owner. The witness said the owner was very 
upset that his scooter was destroyed and when he asked 
the witness what happened, the witness described his 
encounter with Ensa Badjie. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to tell them 
the truth and asked him if he was a drug dealer. The 
witness responded in the negative: he did not sell 
drugs. The Lead Counsel then asked the witness if he 
was associated with any drug dealing at the time.  The 

witness replied that in The Gambia there were many 
people who sold and smoked cannabis. The witness 
said that although he smoked it and therefore knew 
people who sold it, he never was involved in selling 
drugs. The witness described several times in which 
he was caught and fined for possessing cannabis. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness if he 
thought Ensa Badjie might have identified him as a 
drug dealer. The witness said that even if he took him 
to be one, Ensa Badjie had never caught him before. 
The Lead Counsel pointed out that the witness had 
just said that he was caught and fined by the police on 
several occasions for having cannabis. The witness 
said that he was not caught by the police but by the 
drug squad. When the Lead Counsel pointed out that 
the drug squad were police, he denied that was true. 
He said that when they caught him, he would bribe 
them and they would return his cannabis.” When 
asked how he felt after the incident with Ensa Badjie, 
the witness said that he felt angry with him and he 
was powerless to do anything about the incident 
because Ensa Badjie worked in the government. 

At this point the Lead Counsel concluded his questions 
and handed over the witness to the Commissioners 
for further questions.

Commissioner Kah asked the witness what happened 
to Pa Manneh’s body. The witness testified that he 
was brought to the emergency room in Banjul with Pa 
Manneh’s body and when he was recovering, he saw 
them covering the body of Pa Manneh. 

In response to Commissioner Jallow, Musa Sallah 
explained that when he was interrogated in relation 
to Pa Manneh, he made it clear in his statement that 
he had not gone to Casamance with Pa Manneh but 
had gone alone. He met Pa Manneh in Casamance 
who then gave him a lift back.

Commissioner Sey asked the witness if he saw ML 
Tamba again after learning that he had shot him. The 
witness said that he still ran into the Junglers he 
had befriended from time to time until 2016 and was 
even invited to ML Tamba’s wedding. 
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Commissioner Bojang took the floor and told Musa Sallah 
that she wanted to make him aware that the body of Pa 
Manneh was taken to Brufut and buried. She was then 
overcome with emotions.

Commissioner Kinteh asked the witness if he suspected 
Pa Manneh was a drug dealer and the witness said he 
did not witness any drug dealing or see any drugs so 
could not attest to that.

In his closing remarks, Musa Sallah ask that they pray as 
a country, asking God not to let such things happen again. 
He expressed regrets and said if he had known the truth 
about Sanna Manjang and the others, he would not have 
associated himself with them. He further stated that the 
government should not work only for the government and 
reminded everyone that they were all one. 

He called on the military and the police to have compassion 
for people. He deplored the corruption surrounding drug 
arrests and how dangerous that was and how hypocritical 
it was for law enforcement to simultaneously sell drugs, 
arrest people for having drugs and also accept or ask for 
bribes. He suggested that they have conversation about 
how to improve the country. 

At the end of the hearing, the Lead Counsel noted that 
the witness had made some serious allegations in law 
enforcement in The Gambia and had expressed concern 
that he might be targeted for saying those things. The 
Lead Counsel reminded all those in The Gambia that 
the TRRC was watching and would not take it lightly if 
witnesses were harmed or threatened.

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Corruption

Pateh (full name not given)

Extrajudicial killing (of Pa Manneh) 

ML Tamba, Omar Jallow alias Oya

Shooting (of Musa Sallah)

ML Tamba, Omar Jallow alias Oya

Assault  (of Musa Sallah)

Ensa “Jesus” Badjie

Arbitrary detention (of Musa Sallah)

Ensa “Jesus” Badjie
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WITNESS NAME: Abdoulie BARRY

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 16th& 17th March 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Accident of witness with a 
State House driver 

POSITION DURING THE EVENT (S): Professional Driver

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Victim of an accident with 
a State House vehicle and driver resulting in the disability 
and prolonged unemployment of the witness

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Professional 
driver

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY: 

The witness told the Commission that he was born 
in Brikama in 1961 and was a resident of Bundung 
Borehole at the time of testimony. When asked about his 
occupation, Abdoulie Barry explained how he became a 
welder in 1977 until 1979 when he decided to change 
direction and became a taxi driver. In 1990, he applied 
for a driver position at Black and White Safari. He quit 
in 2001 and bought a Nissan before investing in a 
14-passenger Toyota van in 2002. He worked with the 
van until the time of the accident. 

In describing the accident, the witness explained that on 
that day, he had been working late and finished around 8 
and on his way home, he saw his stepmother standing by 
the roadside and stopped to take her to Brikama. When 
they stopped around at the junction at Saint Peter’s High 
School to let off some passengers, he turned around to 
see what the apprentice was doing and suddenly noticed 
bright lights coming towards them. Before he knew what 
was happening, he heard a loud bang on the door of his 
vehicle. A car coming in the opposite direction hit them. 

After some redirection by Counsel Jahateh, the witness 
continued to explain that he realised he was hit and it 
felt like someone had poured very hot water on his body. 
He also soon realised he was bleeding seriously from 
his mouth and his leg. When he checked himself, he saw 
his leg was broken and his waist had “turned to a degree 
which was not correct.” When he turned around he saw 
his vehicle was surrounded by soldiers who were saying 
to each other, “he is not dead.” 

When asked to clarify if his waist 
had been injured or if it was his 
hip, the witness clarified that his 

hip-bone was broken so badly that 
a bone was sticking out and when 
the soldiers tried to get him out 

of the vehicle, they did it so 
roughly that they broke his 

thigh bone as well. 
The Counsel asked the witness if he knew where the 
soldiers came from. He responded that he did not 
know at that time.  The witness added that apart 
from him, two other people in the vehicle sustained 
injuries - the apprentice and another woman. After 
the soldiers removed him from the vehicle, he was 
taken to the Banjulunding hospital where they helped 
him call his wife to tell her what happened. 

His wife found him lying on a stretcher at the hospital. 
He tried to give his wife some money but she told him 
that she was not there for any money. Remembering, 
the witness began to cry. The Counsel paused the 
testimony briefly while the witness took a moment 
to compose himself and apologised for putting him 
through the pain of remembering. 

Abdoulie Barry went on to explain that they needed to 
transfer him to another hospital but the ambulance 
was out of fuel so his wife bought fuel for him to be 
taken. 
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He added that while this was happening, he did not 
even know where he was. The Counsel asked if that was 
because he was unconscious and he replied that he was 
hooked up to an IV and given an injection. He said he 
was unconscious for three days and when he regained 
consciousness, he was at the Royal Victoria Teaching 
Hospital, RVTH13 and his children and wife were there. 
A policeman he knew as Dambele entered his room and 
explained that he was at the scene when the accident 
happened. When asked, the witness said that Dambele 
was a police officer posted at the Banjulunding police 
station. 

Continuing, the witness said he spent several more hours 
with his wife and children and when they left, Officer 
Dambele came back in to talk to him. He told him that 
he was the first man to reach the scene of the accident. 
The witness said he asked him which vehicle hit him 
and the officer told him he was struck by a Mitsubishi 
coaster coming from Kanilai and transporting soldiers to 
State House. He told the witness that the driver of the 
Mistubishi did not have a driving license or insurance. 

The Counsel asked the witness if the policeman told 
him what, if anything, he did with the driver of the State 
House vehicle. The witness did not address the question. 
Instead, he stated that Officer Dambele told him that the 
driver worked for Yahya Jammeh’s soldiers, taking them 
from one venue to the other and after he left that job, he 
worked as a driver for Yahya Jammeh’s mother, Asombi 
Bojang.  When asked if the driver who hit him made any 
attempts to take him to the hospital or if he came to visit 
him at Banjulunding Hospital, the witness said that he 
did not see the driver until three days later when he came 
to his room at the RVTH. 

At the meeting at the hospital, the driver was wearing a 
dark blue uniform when he entered the witness’ room 
and when the witness asked who he was, he told him 
that he was the one who “knocked” the witness’ vehicle. 
The witness said he then asked him how it had happened 
and the driver explained that he suddenly saw something 
cross the road in front of him and when he swerved out 
of the way to avoid it, he had hit the witness’ vehicle. 
He asked the driver where he worked and the man told 

him that he was a driver at the State House. He 
then asked him his name. The man replied, Dawda 
Sanneh. 

The witness continued to explain that he remained 
in the hospital for three months. The Counsel asked 
him to confirm the exact date of his accident and 
he said it occurred on the night on 29th April 2002. 
The Counsel also asked the witness if the driver 
told him who his employer was. The witness replied 
that the man told him he was a State Guard driver 
however, the policeman had told him that the driver 
was actually a civilian even though he was driving a 
State Guard vehicle. 

When asked if the driver was 
working for the government or Yahya 
Jammeh, the witness said the driver 
was working for Yahya Jammeh.
Returning to the witness’ recovery, the Counsel 
asked the witness what treatment he received while 
he was recovering at RVTH. The witness explained 
that doctors “fixed an iron” in his leg and he had to 
lie on his back for three months. He said that the 
iron was heavy. When they told him he would need 
an operation, the hospital advised him to get blood 
donors so they could go ahead with the operation. 
He however was unable to get a donor. His wife had 
to pay the hospital for blood. The Counsel asked if 
that was a service the witness was supposed to have 
paid for or if it was supposed to be provided adding 
that RVTH was a state hospital. The witness replied 
that there was no blood available at the hospital so 
his wife decided to pay for some so he could proceed 
with the operation. 

The Counsel asked the witness to tell the 
Commissioners how they had to reduce the length 
of his broken thigh bone so that they could fix it, 
leaving the witness with one leg shorter than the 
other. After asking the witness a series of clarifying 
questions about his surgery, the witness explained 

13Called the Edward Francis Small Teaching Hospital at the time of testimony, the main hospital in the country 
located in the capital city, Banjul.
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that they placed a ring into his hip (he could not say 
what material it was), which would hold his thighbone 
in place. His thighbone was reduced by several inches 
to accommodate the ring placed in his hip. The Counsel 
stated that, essentially, the witness had an external 
object inserted into his bones. The witness responded in 
the affirmative, adding that without it he would not have 
been able to walk again. 

When asked if he sustained any other injuries in the 
accident, the witness explained that he received treatment 
from some Cuban doctors for his mouth however, he was 
not clear as to what exactly the injury or treatment was. 
The witness was also not clear on the injury he sustained 
on his rib area and the treatment he received for it. He 
mentioned that he was not able to move himself without 
assistance from his wife. The Counsel asked him if, then, 
he was not completely healed. He replied that he was 
getting better daily but was still on the path to recovery. 

Abdoulie Barry continued to narrate that sometime after 
he returned home from the hospital, he realised his 
situation was going from bad to worse so he decided to 
go to Banjulunding to locate his vehicle and see what 
condition it was. When he arrived at the Banjulunding 
police station, the witness encountered Officer Dambele. 
Officer Dambele also remembered him and confessed 
to the witness that the driver that struck him had come 
to the police station and informed them that he (the 
witness) had died and that was why he (the officer) did 
not return to the hospital to visit the witness again. 

Officer Damebele returned the witness’ license, 
insurance card, and original statement to him and after 
taking another statement, he advised the witness to go 
with him to Brikama to see his senior officer. Abddoulie 
Barry said that even though he only had eight dalasi on 
him, he paid for Officer Dambele’s fare to Brikama as 
well as his. When asked, he explained that he felt he 
had to do so because the officer was acting in a manner 
that indicated he had no money for the fare to the point 
of asking others at the station for money and since this 
was his business, he decided to pay his fare.  When the 
Counsel noted that this was not the first time the witness 

had to do something like this, he responded in the 
affirmative, recalling that he also had to pay for the 
fuel for the ambulance to RVTH. 

At Brikama, they met Officer in Charge, OC Jatta 
Baldeh whom the witness said he knew before.  After 
Officer Dambele explained the situation to him and 
showed him the associated paperwork, OC Jatta 
Baldeh asked for the witness’ medical report. The 
witness said he left and went to RVTH and met with 
the doctor who treated him, got the medical report 
and went home. He had to stay home for two days 
before going back to Brikama with the medical report 
because his leg was swollen from his travels. When 
he saw OC Jatta Baldeh and gave him the medical 
report, he added it to his case file and told him they 
should go to State House immediately. When the 
Counsel asked the witness why he had to gather his 
medical report and go to Brikama to write a statement 
again at such great personal expense, he replied that 
Jatta Baldeh told him that it was not a police affair, 
and he was planning on taking the witness to the 
State House. 

At Banjul Police Headquarters, he was helped up the 
stairs to the Deputy Inspector General’s, DIG office, 
then Jai Sowe. After OC Jatta Baldeh narrated the 
witness’ story to Jai Sowe, he (Jai Sowe) said he had 
a million jobs to do and did not have time but he 
took the files and put them away in a cupboard. The 
Counsel asked the witness if he knew why he was 
told his case was outside the jurisdiction of the police 
and considered a State House matter. The witness 
replied that OC Jatta Baldeh told him on the way to 
Banjul that it was a matter for the State House. Jai 
Sowe told him to come back in three days but after 
he followed up for up to one month without seeing 
the DIG, he decided to sit in the station one day and 
refused to leave until he saw the DIG. Fortunately, 
then Inspector General, IGP Ebou Njie came out of 
his office and found the witness waiting there. He 
asked him what was the matter and the witness 
explained his story.
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After listening to the witness, IG Ebou Njie went to speak 
with Jai Sowe. When he returned, he told the witness he 
was sorry to say that his file was missing. The witness 
said he left in frustration and found some people to 
help him down the stairs and then struggled to walk in 
search of transportation. He actually had to be carried on 
someone’s back on his way down he added. 

When probed, the witness confirmed 
that he had to walk up to the second 
floor where the DIG’s office was 
located, on his crutches and, in pain 
to pursue his case. 
Continuing, the witness explained that he walked, 
struggling slower until he reached the courthouse where 
he ran in to Lawyer Ida Drammeh. When probed further 
on why he decided to walk that long, the witness revealed 
that there were only certain types of vehicles he could 
ride in because of his injured leg. The Counsel further 
asked if, during his excursions to Police Headquarters, 
they ever told him what happened to the other driver in 
the accident, specifically, if the driver was ever prosecuted 
for driving without a license. The witness said that in 
those days, no one would ask people for their papers if 
they worked for Yahya Jammeh. The Counsel asked if he 
was saying that Yahya Jammeh’s employees were above 
the law. The witness, after meandering into another story 
about how he went to Asombi Bojang’s house to see the 
driver Dawda Sanneh and was surrounded by soldiers 
who told him that he could not see Dawda Sanneh even 
though Dawda Sanneh was sitting right in front of him, 
affirmed that he saw them as being above the law. 

Returning to the witness’ painful walk out of the Banjul 
Police Station and his encounter with Ida Drammeh, the 
witness recounted that when Ida Drammeh passed him, 
she rolled down the window of the vehicle and said “Mr. 
Barry, what has happened to you.” When asked how he 
knew the lawyer, the witness explained that Ida Drammeh 
was the lawyer for his former boss at Black and White 
Safari, Aziz Khan. As part of his work for Aziz Khan, he 
used to deliver documents to Ida Drammeh. 

The witness said that when she recognised him and 
asked him what had happened to him, he told her 
his story. 

He said he was crying as he told the 
story and Ida Drammeh got out of 
her car and opened the passenger 
door for him to get in but he could 
not board the vehicle because his 
leg was already so swollen and stiff 
from the walk that he could not 
bend it to go inside the vehicle. 
She asked the witness to meet her at her office at 
the Marina Parade and drove away. When he got to 
her office, Ida Drammeh told her secretary to write 
down everything the witness was explaining and told 
him to go home and come back a day later.

When he returned, Ida Drammeh said that the letter 
was being sent to the Office of the President and was 
addressed to then Secretary General Alieu Ngum. 
A copy was also sent to the IGP’s office at Banjul 
Police Headquarters. One was given to the witness 
for him to keep and she asked him to come back the 
following week. When he returned, he was told him 
that the letters had produced no results so far. The 
Counsel said that the witness had also provided the 
Commission with the letter that Ida Drammeh wrote 
to Dawda Sanneh. The Counsel asked the witness 
if he recalled such a letter. The witness said he was 
aware of the letter to Dawda Sanneh. 

When asked what happened next, the witness testified 
that as he waited for responses to Ida Drammeh’s 
letters he became more and more frustrated. Not 
only was he unable to get help but also because of 
the accident he had no way to earn money at that 
time to feed his family. He said he started sitting 
at the junction of coloban road. His fellow drivers 
passing by would give him five or ten dalasi each, 
which he gave to his wife to buy food. 
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The Counsel asked the witness if he 
was saying that he was essentially 
reduced to the life of a beggar after 
the accident. The witness responded 
in the affirmative. 
He said that because of the accident, he could not earn 
a living as a driver and he did not have the ability to earn 
money anywhere else. 

He further testified that one day a driver suggested that 
he contact a human rights group for help. He decided 
to contact the African Centre for Human Rights and 
Democratic Studies to pursue justice further. At the 
African Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Studies, 
he was directed to several people and eventually told his 
story to one Anna Foster. She wrote more letters, giving 
him one copy. After a while, he went back to the junction 
where he used to sit. 

One day, he decided to go to State House in Banjul. 
There, he met someone who said that the National 
Transporter Union might be able to help him. The union 
also wrote some letters on his behalf but still there 
was no improvement in his situation. He decided to 
go back to Banjul to pursue his case further. On that 
occasion, he was told by somebody to go to the Office 
of the Ombudsman. Pa Jallow the then deputy to the 
Ombudsman also wrote a letter on his behalf and sent it 
to the IGP. The Counsel stated that the letters written on 
behalf of the witness followed up on the prosecution of 
the driver Dawda Sanneh and also sought compensation 
so that the witness could pay for more medical treatment 
and a second operation, adding that he needed financial 
assistance to pay for the operation. The witness confirmed 
the Counsel’s statement.

In regards to the second operation that the witness 
needed, the witness explained that he was supposed to 
return to RVTH to have the iron removed from his body or 
else it might cause tetanus, which could kill him. When 
asked, he said that he did not receive compensation 
from anyone or any kind of help. The Counsel asked how 
he paid for previous medical treatments and drugs. 

He said that all of the bills were paid 
for by his wife.  
Carrying on, Abdoulie Barry said that after going to 
the Office of the Ombudsman, he went back to his 
position at the junction, getting money from drivers 
to feed his family. 

In regards to his rented house, the witness testified 
that one day, after coming home from the junction, 
the landlady asked him for his rent. She said they 
also depended on the money they received for rent 
from the witness. The witness testified that he was in 
arrears for four to five months at that point totalling 
over 4,000 dalasi in unpaid rent and a cash loan that 
he had also taken from her. He was taken to court 
over the debt and the court ordered him to vacate the 
house since he could not pay. He told the court that 
he had a family and nowhere to go. The witness said 
that in between the court hearings, he would go back 
to the junction to beg for money. 

The witness said that evening while sitting at his 
usual junction, his wife came and told him that all 
their belongings had been removed from the house, 
even the unfinished dinner she was cooking and 
thrown under the mango tree at the compound. When 
he arrived home, he found his children sitting on their 
belongings. He and his family spent two nights under 
the mango trees though they were able to keep their 
belongings in the neighbouring compound. At his 
usual place the next day, a driver he knew as Touray 
took him and his family to Bundung Borehole where 
a woman named Fatou Barrow gave them a single 
room where he lived with his family for 35 dalasi a 
month. At the time, the witness had 3 children. 

The Counsel asked the witness 
how it felt, as a man who had 
been a provider for his family, to be 
suddenly rendered homeless. The 
witness said it was very difficult and 
hard but he had no choice.  
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The Counsel asked the witness if his children were going 
to school during this difficult time. The witness said that 
his eldest and second children were going to school 
during most of the events described but eventually they 
had to stop because he could not take care of their 
school needs. He eventually decided to help his daughter 
continue her schooling and received help from one Mrs. 
Coker, the then head of Bakoteh Annex School. She paid 
for her schooling until she completed. His eldest child, a 
son, become a carpenter. At the time his youngest was 
not old enough to go to school. 

He went on to explain that he used to go to Banjul for 
check-ups every month and one day, the doctor told him, 
“Mr. Barry try to help yourself”. When asked what doctor 
that was, the witness said it was Dr. Marceluna, a Cuban 
doctor. Continuing with the story, the witness said that 
Dr. Marceluna said that he had a paper from the witness´ 
previous doctor, which said that witness needed a second 
surgery to have the piece of iron removed from his leg, 
and if he did not have the surgery in time, the doctor may 
not be able to remove it. 

Going back to the witness´ physical struggles, the Counsel 
asked the witness to tell them more about the difficulties 
he faced from the injury and how he felt having the iron 
in his leg. The witness testified that he could only sleep 
for a few hours at a time and when the pain started in 
his leg, he would get up in the night and watch his family 
sleep. The problem afflicted him up to the time of his 
testimony and added that if Allah helps you get a good 
wife, then you are safe. 

The witness continued to explain that for seven months 
after the surgery, his wife had to do everything for him, 
including turning him in bed and helping him use the 
chamber pot. He took a moment to extend his sincerest 
thanks to his wife. The Counsel then said that through all 
of hardship he was at least blessed to have a good wife. 

The witness affirmed the Counsel statement, adding 
that his wife was so good that if she saw him looking 
uncomfortable in his sleep she would help him turn over, 
sometimes even staying up, watching him to make sure 
he was comfortable.

In regards to the second surgery that the witness 
needed to remove the piece of iron from his leg, he 
explained that it got to a point when the doctor told 
him that if they did not perform the operation at that 
time they would not be able to remove it from his leg 
anymore.  He decided to approach the Independent 
Newspaper and told them his story as a last ditch 
effort to get help. His story was published soon after 
and fortunately for him, one Badou Conteh, a lawyer, 
read the article in the paper, sought him out and 
after he narrated his story to him, Mr. Conteh said he 
would write on his behalf. The witness said he told 
Badou Conteh that what he really needed right then 
was the second operation to remove the piece of iron 
from his leg. Badou Conteh helped pay the bill for the 
operation and even bought his family a bag of rice 
and gave them some money for food after. 

The Counsel said the witness had provided a copy of 
the article to the TRRC titled “Botched Justice Blighted 
Life: The Touching Tale of an Accident Victim Left in 
the Lurch” and dated 4th to 6th of June, 2004. The 
article featured a picture of the witness holding the 
crutches he used to walk with. The witness confirmed 
the article for the Commission. He added that Badou 
Conteh also wrote a letter to the secretary general on 
his behalf. The letter was added to the Commission’s 
body of evidence as well as the newspaper article.

When asked if it was accurate that those who were 
responsible for his accident had never given him 
any financial assistance up to that time, the witness 
responded in the affirmative. 

Continuing his story, the witness said he went back 
to all the offices that had advocated for him to check 
on his case but they all told him that they received 
no reply and in August of 2004, he decided to go to 
Kanilai and took a copy of the newspaper with the 
article about him and another letter that he wrote. 
He spent almost a month under a baobab tree in 
Kanilai waiting to see the head of state. When asked 
if he had any accommodation in Kanilai, the witness 
said he did not know anyone. He was just trying to 
see the man he went there to see and hoped that 
someone might take pity and help him. One day when 
he called his wife, she begged him to come back 
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home because they were having a hard time getting food 
and she had already sold some of their belongings to buy 
food. He went back though he not been able to access 
Yahya Jammeh. 

One Friday, he decided to return to Kanilai again. His wife 
agreed but asked him not to stay for long. He went to the 
mosques for the Friday prayers with the hope of speaking 
to Yahya Jammeh. After the prayers he stood up to go 
to him but he was worried the soldiers might think he 
was a terrorist and decided against it. He went outside 
and stood by Yahya Jammeh’s vehicle but when Jammeh 
came out, he was pushed away by the soldiers. Yahya 
Jammeh mistook him for a beggar and others standing 
with him and took out some money and threw it at them. 
The witness said that he took the money and Yahya 
Jammeh got in his vehicle and the convoy departed.

He stayed on in Kanilai. The next day he saw an 
opportunity around 5 pm when he saw Yahya Jammeh 
on foot, accompanied by a large crowd of people 
walking behind him, singing and clapping. When Yahya 
Jammeh got near, he (the witness) took out his letter 
and newspaper article that he brought and told Jammeh 
he was there to see him. Yahya Jammeh snatched the 
papers from his hand and gave them to a soldier behind 
him. Some soldiers came and stood between him and 
Yahya Jammeh and he decided to retreat a little bit to a 
comfortable distance with the help of one woman from 
the entourage. The Counsel asked the witness if Yahya 
Jammeh said anything to the witness. He responded in 
the negative. 

When asked what happened next, the witness explained 
that he went back and sat under the baobab tree and after 
the last evening prayers, a man on a motorbike showed 
up with a black vehicle with soldiers inside. Two soldiers 
exited the vehicle and one of them called Kujabi asked 
the witness where he was from. The witness said he 
recognised the soldier from his time under the baobab. 
The children called him O2 Camara when he passed by. 

Continuing, the witness said he told Kujabi that his 
lawyers and other departments wrote a lot of letters to 
the head of state on his behalf and since he had gotten 
no response, he decided to come to Kanilai. Kujabi 
asked if he had properly examined the paper he gave 

to the President. The witness confirmed he knew 
what was in that paper. Kujabi further asked him if 
he looked at the headlines properly. The witness said 
he did not see anything and asked him what it said. 
Kujabi stated that the newspaper had a headline, 
which called Yahya Jammeh the worst president 
in all of Africa who travelled more than any other 
presidents in Africa. The witness said he responded 
that anyone had a right to tell their story in the press. 
The Counsel interrupted the witness to clarify the 
soldier’s opposition to him (the witness) giving Yahya 
Jammeh the newspaper was that it contained an 
article which criticised Yahya Jammeh but which had 
nothing to do with the article about the witness. The 
witness responded in the affirmative.

Abdoulie Barry said that he told the soldiers that he 
had nothing to do with the critical article; he only 
wanted Yahya Jammeh to hear his story. The soldiers 
told him to leave Kanilai. When he pointed out that 
he was handicapped and had no vehicle and it was 
night-time, O2 Camara told him he was giving him 
until 6 am to leave Kanilai. 

The Counsel asked him to describe the demeanour 
of the soldiers who approached him. The witness 
said that when they came out of Yahya Jammeh’s 
compound, all of the soldiers were carrying guns, 
even the motorbike rider. When asked how he felt 
after he had been asked to leave Kanilai, the witness 
said he did not mind anything, he continued praying. 
After that, every ten or fifteen minutes, the motorbike 
rider and the black vehicle would drive by, checking 
on him. The witness said he was so frustrated and 
upset that he actually bought cigarettes (though he 
was not a smoker) to calm himself down. 

When asked if he felt afraid at that 
point, the witness said that he 
never experienced fear in his life 
like he did on that day. He said that 
his whole body felt as if ice water 
had been poured on him and all his 
hairs stood on end. 
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When asked him why he felt that way, Abdoulie Barry said 
he was sitting under the tree completely alone in the 
middle of the night except for the vehicle and the rider 
who kept passing him every ten minutes or so. They could 
have done anything to him there. When probed further, 
the witness said that when somebody with a gun asks 
you what are you doing near the President’s compound 
and tells you to leave the area but you have no way to 
leave, anything can happen to you. They could kill you 
and you would be powerless to stop them. 

The Counsel asked him why he felt like they were capable 
of killing him noting that he was in public, in plain sight. 
The witness said that he had never thought that bringing 
his papers to Yahya Jammeh would have resulted in a 
confrontation with armed soldiers ordering him to leave 
in the first place. 

When asked if he eventually left Kanilai, the witness said 
that he stayed until the early hours of the morning when 
he found a van and left. When they reached a village 
called Kamfenda, they encountered a checkpoint. At 
the checkpoint, soldiers surrounded the vehicle. One 
of them stood by the window and looked at the witness 
and when the soldier saw his crutches, he took out his 
walkie-talkie and said, “He’s out.” The witness said he 
thanked Allah when the vehicle finally pulled away and 
drove to Brikama. The Counsel asked the witness what 
he thought the soldier meant when he radioed on the 
walkie-talkie. He replied that he assumed the soldier was 
saying that he had left Kanilai as ordered. The Counsel 
asked if he thought they were monitoring his movements. 
The witness responded in the affirmative. 

When he got to Brikama, a vehicle passed him that 
happened to be driven by his old apprentice whom the 
witness had taught how to drive. When he saw his old 
boss on the side of the road, the apprentice alighted 
from the vehicle, sat down on the ground and started 
crying. When asked why the apprentice was crying when 
he saw him, the witness said he thought it was because 
the man felt pity for him because he had known him (the 
witness) when he was strong and taking good care of his 
family but then he saw him powerless, and handicapped. 

His former apprentice took him home and bought food 
for his family. He also gave his wife 3,000 dalasi and 

up to the time of testimony, his old friend had been 
helping him, bringing them supplies and cash when 
he passed through their neighbourhood. When he 
arrived home he explained the story to his wife and 
she told him to forget about them to save his life. 

Before proceeding, the Counsel went back to the 
witness’ experience in Kanilai and asked him if he 
had any communication with Yahya Jammeh before 
his trips to Kanilai. The witness responded in the 
negative. He was further asked if he had been writing 
to the President before or after his visit to Kanilai. 
The witness responded again in the negative. He 
said that he only had the letter and newspaper article 
that he kept with him to personally hand to Yahya 
Jammeh.

The Counsel said that the Commission actually had 
a letter dated in the year 2003 which bore his name 
but not his signature. The witness said that was the 
letter he took to State House in Banjul in 2003 before 
his visit to Kanilai. When asked if it was because 
he had no response to the letter that he went to 
Kanilai, the witness responded in the affirmative. He 
was asked to identify the letter, which he did and 
confirmed it was the letter that he wrote and took to 
Banjul. The Counsel asked the witness if it was the 
same letter that he gave to Yahya Jammeh in Kanilai. 
The witness said that it was very similar but it was 
not the same. He said he only ever had one copy of 
the letter he gave to Yahya Jammeh and he never 
saw it again after the President snatched it from his 
hand. 

The day after he came back from Kanilai, he returned 
to the usual junction. After the 2 o’clock prayers, he 
was approached by then IGP Thirteen Badjie. Thirteen 
Badjie asked him if he was Abdoulie Barry and told 
him Yahya Jammeh was asking about him and told 
the witness that they would be going to Banjul Police 
Headquarters. The witness boarded his vehicle and 
they took him to the Police Headquarters. The officers 
helped him out of the vehicle and upstairs. 

The witness said he asked Thirteen Badjie how he 
found him and Badjie explained that he read about 
the junction where he sits in the letter the witness 
wrote. After a short discussion, the IGP told him to go 
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home and come back the following Wednesday wherein 
he (Thirteen Badjie) would take him to State House to see 
the President. When he got to Thirteen Badjie’s office on 
the Wednesday specified, he was told by the IGP that he 
could not proceed with his case as he had no document 
to show the President. The witness said he responded 
that even his appearance was a document, the way he 
looked told his story but the IGP did not agree. 

The witness explained to the IGP how his case documents 
were lost by the former Deputy IGP and after listening 
to the witness’ explanation, Thirteen Badjie told him to 
come back in two days and they could write up a new 
statement to show Yahya Jammeh. When he responded 
that traveling back and forth was a problem for him due 
to his disability, the IGP called Banjulunding and Brikama 
Police Stations, confirmed the case with OC Jatta Baldeh 
and called three police commissioners from Brikama, 
Serrekunda and Kairaba. They wrote papers about his 
case to be given to Yahya Jammeh. When asked, the 
witness could only recall Commissioner Jeng’s name. 
After writing the papers, he was told him to go. The 
witness said that as far as he could tell, Thirteen Badjie 
and the commissioners essentially wrote the documents 
to replace his original case files that were lost. When 
asked why Yahya Jammeh wanted the documents, the 
witness said he believed it was because Yahya Jammeh 
had asked the IGP more information about him after he 
visited Kanilai. 

Abdoulie Barry narrated to the Commission that after 
that, it became difficult for him to see Thirteen Badjie. 
When he tried to follow up on his case, he was would 
be told that the IGP was too busy to speak with him. 
He continued pursuing his case until he finally became 
so frustrated that he gave up. He was made “chef de 
garage14” for the Banjul garage and was paid from money 
collected from the drivers and that is how he lived for a 
while, occasionally still writing letters to Yahya Jammeh 
to remind them that he was still around but never got 
a reply. The Counsel confirmed that he had presented 
three of those letters to the TRRC. 

The Counsel asked the witness if the driver who caused 
the accident, Dawda Sanneh, was ever prosecuted by the 
police up to that point. The witness responded in the 
negative, adding that that was why he tried to see Dawda 

Sanneh personally in 2012 and also in 2014. When 
asked, the witness reiterated that he never received 
compensation for his injuries at any point either. 

Asked if he ever tried to file a civil 
suit against Dawda Sanneh, he 
responded that in those days, 
“those people” were untouchable, 
even Dawda Sanneh was protected. 
The witness added that whenever he asked someone 
for help, they would refuse to stand by him once they 
learned who he was up against. The Counsel asked 
if he was saying that it would have been risky to file a 
civil suit against Dawda Sanneh because of the fear 
people had of the state. The witness responded in 
the affirmative.

The witness continued to explain that he sent a last 
letter to the Office of the President in 2014 and after 
that, a soldier in that office called Lamin Camara 
called and told him he would personally put the letter 
on Yahya Jammeh desk but he did not hear anything 
from them. He then wrote another letter in 2015 
and took it15, explaining to the woman he found at 
the office that he was handicapped and penniless 
because the vehicle he used to make a living from 
was completely destroyed hence why he was looking 
for help to start a new life. The woman told him that 
they would call him later but it did not happen until 
in 2016.

The woman finally called and told him that the “big 
man” had given something to her boss for the 
witness. When asked who the “big man” was, the 
witness said that the woman told him that Yahya 
Jammeh gave something to the head of protocol at 
the time. He specified that the woman refused to 
give her name or that of her boss. He was asked to 
go to Banjulunding Police Station immediately. 

He found many people standing around at Banjululing 
Police Station, some in uniform and others not. He 
was taken into a room and left alone there. A little 
later, some police officers came in the room followed 

14The chef de garage controls and monitors drivers at the garage to ensure the passenger loading passenger process 
is done by turn i.e. according to how they come and makes sure no one jumps their turn.
15We are assuming the witness meant he took it to State House.
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by two protocol officers. They told him to say yes to 
whatever he was told but when he started to speak, a 
Criminal Investigations Department, CID officer told him 
not to say a single word. The Counsel asked if that man 
was a police officer and the witness said he thought so 
because he was referred to as commander even though 
he was wearing civilian clothes. They then took out some 
paper, asked the witness to describe the accident again 
and wrote things down.

He was asked where his wife was and when he told them 
she was at home, they told him to go home and come back 
in two days with his wife. When they came as requested, 
they were separated. He said they questioned his wife 
and he thought she must have been crying because 
when she came out of the room her eyes were red. They 
were again told to go home and come back the next day.

The witness said that the next day, he saw Dawda 
Sanneh, the driver that hit his car. He was accompanied 
by a protocol officer and two military officers. 

They asked Dawda Sanneh what 
happened and in his presence, Dawda 
Sanneh told the officers, “Truly, 
speaking through Allah, it was me who 
knocked his car.” 
The officers ordered Dawda Sanneh out of the room and 
the witness was asked to go home and come back on 
Monday. The Counsel asked the witness if, in the many 
trips back and forth to Banjulunding Police Station he 
was ever told what exactly was happening. The witness 
responded in the negative. He added that both him and 
his wife were suspicious of the officers but decided to 
leave everything to Allah.

When he went back, he was taken to Brikama and was 
made to sit in the middle of the car, which was filled with 
soldiers. At Brikama, he was told he was going to be 
taken to court. He said he asked if he was going to court 
with Dawda Sanneh but was told he was being taken 
to court because he had made accusations against 
the state. When asked if he was presented with any 
charges or written documents, the witness responded in 

the negative, adding that he was forced to sign his 
thumbprint on several documents which he could not 
read because he was not literate so had no idea what 
the documents contained until after they forced him 
to thumbprint them. He called his wife and told her 
what was going on. The Counsel asked him how his 
wife felt about him being prosecuted. He replied that 
she was in such a frightened state that she ended up 
wearing two different shoes. 

The Counsel asked the witness how he felt after 
his long ordeal, from his accident in 2002 without 
assistance or compensation and the troubles he had 
experienced over the course of 13 years up to that 
point only to be prosecuted by the state. 

Abdoulie Barry said it caused 
hardship, unhappiness, suffering 
and all type of vices for him and he 
began to cry. 
The Counsel respectfully gave the witness a moment 
to collect himself. He added, “It has been really hard 
for me.” 

At the courthouse, an officer named Jibba who was a 
prosecutor in the courthouse in Brikama brought his 
case file. When asked if he had representation at his 
trial, the witness stated that he was only represented 
“by the almighty Allah.”  When asked if he was 
arraigned by the high court or the magistrate’s court, 
the witness said it was the magistrate’s court. He 
could not recall the name of the magistrate however 
but said he was Nigerian. 

 Abdoulie Barry continued to narrate that the 
magistrate told him he was accused of giving false 
information against the state and when he asked 
what type of false information he was speaking of, 
the magistrate replied that no one should bail the 
witness. Abdoulie Barry said he then stood up despite 
the extreme pain in his leg and told the magistrate 
that all the other people in the court had fake papers 
with them. When asked what he meant, he said he 
had a document and if the magistrate wanted, he 
would show it to him. He went into an office with 
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the magistrate and showed him his medical report and 
all the documents he had collected from Badou Conteh 
and the African Centre for Democracy and Human Rights 
Studies. The magistrate then went into the courthouse 
and stated that the witness was granted bail. According 
to the witness, all the officers were shocked. Jibba tried 
to ask the magistrate how he reached that decision 
but the magistrate responded that he would know what 
happened on the next court date. 

The Counsel read the charge sheet that described how 
the witness had written a petition to the government about 
his accident and subsequent injuries. The charge sheet 
alleged that the information, which the witness wrote in 
the petition, was false, therefore constituting an offence. 
The witness was also alleged to have attempted to extort 
money from Yahya Jammeh through Dawda Sanneh when 
seeking compensation for the accident.

The Counsel asked the witness how he felt about the 
charges came despite the fact that Officer Dambele had 
witnessed the events surrounding the original accident, 
the witness had documents to support his claims, 
and Dawda Sanneh had admitted responsibility for the 
accident. 

The witness replied that he was 
powerless as they had all the powers 
they needed and was thankful to Allah 
that he was able to retain the papers, 
which convinced the magistrate to grant 
him bail and with the help of his wife 
he was bailed out. 
After his bail, he went back to Badou Conteh and told 
him what had happened. Badou Conteh told him he 
would represent him. From there, he went to the Office 
of the Ombudsman and then to the African Centre for 
Democracy and Human Rights Studies. When he went 
back to the next court day, there were around 17 protocol 
officers and others there for the prosecution but when 
they saw him with his “people behind him,” they were 
shocked. On that day, the trial was adjourned to another 
day again. 

When asked why the protocol officers and others were 
shocked and who his “people” were. The witness 
said that Badou Conteh and his assistant, as well as 
a representative from the Office of the Ombudsman 
and a representative from the Human Rights Studies 
Centre were all there to support his case, adding that 
they were shocked because they never thought he 
would be able to gather such people to come to his 
defence. 

On the next adjournment day, only two people 
appeared for the prosecution. One of them, a 
protocol officer asked to see the witness. The officer 
told him that he wanted him to forget about the case 
and offered him a small car if he would forget about 
it. The witness said he told the protocol officer to talk 
to Badou Conteh. The Counsel said that when they 
discovered that he was not so helpless, they tried to 
negotiate with him. The witness agreed. 

The case was adjourned again and things continued 
like that until the presidential elections16. On the last 
adjournment day, the man called Jibba contacted 
the witness and told him to go to Brikama. When he 
got there, he was told there was no longer a case 
against him. The Counsel said he was then basically 
saved by the change of government. The witness 
responded in the affirmative, adding that after, he 
could eat normally again, breathe normally again, 
and was finally free. 

When asked how he felt, having 
the opportunity to tell his story, the 
witness said that he cried at the 
TRRC the day before but it was not 
because of his powerlessness but 
because he felt the power of the 
TRRC establishing truth and justice 
“go into him.” 
The witness said that he cried this day also because 
the TRRC showed him the truth. The Counsel added 
that she was happy the witness felt vindicated and 

16The presidential elections took place in December 2016.
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said that the whole world now knew that he had been 
on the path of truth and the state was lying all along. At 
this point, the Counsel added several other documents 
to evidence and then passed the witness off to the 
Commissioners for further questions.

Chairman Sise told the witness that his resilience was 
extraordinary and thanked him for his testimony. The 
witness was asked several clarifying questions by the 
Commissioners including the age of his children and if 
he went back to Lawyer Badou Conteh at the end.  The 
witness expanded that Badou Conteh was with him 
throughout and up to the last court date and gave him 
a file with all his paperwork to keep in case he needed 
it one day. He said that was he file he submitted to the 
Commission.  The witness also said he returned to the 
Office of the Ombudsman and Human Rights Studies to 
inform them about the end of the case. 

In his closing remarks, Abdoulie Barry said he had 
nothing else to say but expressed his gratitude for Allah’s 
help. He thanked and prayed for the Commission. He 
added that someone had taken pity on him and given 
him a vehicle and although he still experienced health 
problems, he was able to earn a living for his family. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

None

When asked why 
the apprentice was 
crying when he saw 

him, the witness said 
he thought it was 

because the man felt 
pity for him because 
he had known him 
(the witness) when 
he was strong and 
taking good care of 

his family but then he 
saw him powerless, 
and handicapped. 



31|

Ph
ot

o:
 ©

Le
na

 N
ia

n

Ph
ot

o:
 ©

Le
na

 N
ia

n



|32

WITNESS NAME:  Ansumana MANNEH

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 8th June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Arbitrary detention at Mile 
2 Prison; nepotism in the prison service; torture and 
assault of inmates; malnutrition and denial of medical 
care

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Prison officer in the 
Gambia Prison Service

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Prison officer in the 
Gambia Prison Service

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Director General 
of the Gambia Prison Service

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Ansumana Manneh began his testimony by telling 
the Commission that he applied to the Gambia Prison 
Service in 1988 after four years of secondary school. 
He completed training in March 1989 and was posted 
to Mile 2 Prison17. After another short course, he worked 
teaching inmates Gambian local languages before moving 
to reception for a few years. He was then transferred to 
MacCarthy Prison18 to handle their reception area for four 
years before returning to Mile 2 Prison. 

The witness added that after another stint at Mile 2 
Prison, he worked at the juvenile wing at Jeshwang Prison 
from 1999 to 2010. He was then brought back to Mile 2 
Prison to work in the security wing before being sent back 
to Jeshwang, and finally posted to the Ministry of Interior 
as a staff officer in 2015. He served in that role until the 
change of government, at which point he was appointed 

director general of Gambia Prison Service. He 
explained that his promotions have been associated 
with educational programmes he has pursued. 

The witness agreed with the Lead Counsel that he 
is very familiar with the Gambia Prison Service, but 
specified that he was removed from the day-to-day 
goings on while he worked at the Ministry of the 
Interior. In fact, he put forward that he was posted 
to the Ministry in a ploy to get him out of the way. 
However, under further questioning, he again granted 
that he was among the most knowledgeable people 
on the Gambia Prison Service.

He continued that according to his understanding, 
people are supposed to go to prison after they 
have been found to be in violation of a law. Their 
incarceration is intended to make them regretful of 
their crime in as humane a way as possible. Through 
programming, inmates are supposed to emerge as 
changed people and reintegrate into society as better 
individuals. However, when asked about the realities 
of Gambia Central State Prison between 1994 and 
January 2017, he replied that it was not organised 
in such a way. 

“There was no such programme which you can say is 
intended to assist the inmates to help them become 
independent people,” Ansumana Manneh testified. 
He agreed that the prison system then was solely 
punishment and nothing else. 

He gave the example of the former 
President (Yahya Jammeh) calling 
the facility a “5-star hotel” and 
mentioned that many government 
officers and political opponents 
passed through the prison. 
Under further questioning he elaborated that while 
visits are a right of every prisoner, some groups were 
not allowed visitors for a while, and in fact a number 
of officers got in trouble for assisting inmates who 
the government had identified as enemies. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to narrate 
the procedure for admitting inmates into prison. 
He explained that anyone brought to the prison 
must be accompanied by official documents from 

17Officially Central State Prison but known commonly as Mile 2 as it exists on mile marker two on the road that 
connects Banjul to the rest of the country.
18MacCarthy, both the island and town were renamed Janjanbureh in 1995.
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the institution authorising their incarceration. The Lead 
Counsel then read from a part of the Prisons Act, which 
stipulates that no one should be brought to prison without 
a warrant, and that the warrant must be issued by an 
appropriate arm of the state. When asked if this part of 
the legislation was followed, the witness responded that 
in addition to the people sent by various courts, they also 
received people who “came from nowhere, and they were 
just brought in there, and what we were told is they were 
brought as the result of an executive order.”

The witness confirmed that the people who were sent by 
the courts had a detention order or warrant. When asked 
about those who were admitted on an executive directive, 
he said these people were a mix of government workers, 
district heads, civilians, businessmen, opposition 
members, and even religious leaders. He said most of 
them came from the National Intelligence Agency, NIA 
and did not come with a warrant. Anticipating the Lead 
Counsel’s question, he said that they did not dare to 
even ask the NIA officers escorting the detainees their 
names, instead writing simply “NIA Officer” in the record 
books.  “You would not muster the courage to ask them,” 
he testified, “they will not even give you the opportunity to 
ask their names.”

When asked if anyone told the NIA officers they could not 
just dump people in prison, the witness explained that 
in those days when the NIA brought a prisoner it would 
be communicated with the former director David Colley, 
who would then tell his officers that a prisoner was being 
brought and should be admitted. 

Ansumana Manneh narrated how one day, NIA officers 
came to Mile 2 Prison and took former Chief of Defence 
Staff, CDS Lang Tombong Tamba out of the prison, but 
when they wanted to return him, Ebrima Ceesay, a prison 
officer refused. Under more questioning, the witness 
described how the former CDS had left the prison in 
good health, but was returned weak, unconscious, 
and brutalised by the NIA officers. He said that Ebrima 
Ceesay told the NIA officers that if Lang Tombong Tamba 
died in prison, the prison officers would get blamed. He 
told them to get a note from a doctor before depositing 
the former CDS back at the prison. Ebrima Ceesay was 
subsequently fired from the prison service, but now 
works at the Drug Law Enforcement Agency, DLEAG.

Responding to the Lead Counsel, the witness affirmed 
that detainees who had political problems with the former 

President Yahya Jammeh were rarely brought in with 
any kind of documentation. He agreed that it was a 
tolerated practice for the NIA to dump detainees at 
the prison without any paperwork. He acknowledged 
that there are rules regarding removal of prisoners, 
but that they were not followed. Instead of taking the 
full name and telephone number of anyone taking a 
prisoner out of the facility, the prison officers would 
just write the license plate number of the car the 
prisoner was taken away in. 

When asked why no one queried this 
practice, Ansumana Manneh said 
they were fearful “so they would not 
become a client at the 5-star hotel”.
Following on the witness’ turn of phrase, the Lead 
Counsel asked how was it that the custodians of the 
5-star hotel could become its clients? The witness 
said that under the tenure of David Colley a number 
of officers were detained solely on the orders of the 
then director general.  The Lead Counsel then read 
section 27 of the Prisons Act, which stipulates that 
a prison officer can only be detained for two days 
under remand conditions and must be brought before 
an officer of higher rank. After a small diversion into 
the minutiae of the law, the witness admitted that 
these rules were not adhered to and speculated that 
many of the officers who were put into remand were 
“marked” so even a small offence would lead to their 
detention. He clarified that while most were taken to 
the remand wing, some were taken to the security 
wing, which he acknowledged was unlawful under 
section 27 of the Prisons Act. 

After the coffee break, Ansumana Manneh reminded 
the Commission that the former President Yahya 
Jammeh calling Mile 2 Prison his “5-star prison” or 
“Baba Jobe’s19 Prison” was no secret and reported 
in the media. The Lead Counsel then prompted the 
witness to explain that the NIA, who brought in a 
number of detainees without paperwork, was under 
the Office of the President, who at that time was 
Yahya Jammeh. He went on to point out that someone 
who is not yet convicted should not be sent to the 
main yard or the security wing. However, the witness 
acknowledged that this used to happen under the 
previous dispensation. 

19Baba Jobe was a confident and business partner of Yahya Jammeh but was later assassinated by the Junglers 
in 2011. See TRRC Digest Editions 6 and 7.



|34

At first, he said that many of those who 
were sent to the security wing without 
being convicted were soldiers, but 
later acceded that a number of former 
civil servants endured the same 
treatment. He admitted this practice 
was improper, but said it was not 
challenged because the orders came 
from the then Director General David 
Colley.
Moving onto the conditions in the security wing, the 
witness granted it had changed little since he worked 
there. The bed is just a plank and until a visit from the 
International Committee for the Red Cross, ICRC there 
was no mattress and prisoners were given a simple bed 
sheet. When asked if the security wing was fit to detain 
human beings between 1994 and 2017, he responded 
that even today it is not because they have no bathroom. 
He said that work was ongoing at Mile 2 Prison, but had 
not yet reached the security wing. The ceiling, which used 
to leak during the rainy season, has been replaced. Before 
that improvement, he agreed with the Lead Counsel, the 
area was damp, cold and a recipe for pneumonia. The 
witness continued that the cleanliness of the area was 
left to the inmates but they would try to provide cleaning 
supplies when they had the budget for it. 

The Lead Counsel continued by reminding the witness that 
they had visited the prisons, and despite the improved 
conditions, it was still filthy. The witness agreed, but 
expanded that they had tried everything in their power 
to improve the conditions, including the time inmates go 
out, the ventilation and visiting hours. The Lead Counsel 
acquiesced that the conditions in the prison have 
improved and the mandate of the TRRC ended in January 
2017. The witness duly acknowledged that it was not a 
humane place to live, pointing out that he had an office 
there for a while where he did not have a proper roof nor 
floor. 

“If I say that place is a humane place,” 
he sighed, “I am my own enemy”.

Returning to the label of the prison as a “5-star 
hotel,” the witness speculated that perhaps it 
was because no human being could actually have 
happiness in the prison. He again recognised that 
Yahya Jammeh called the place his “5-star hotel” 
because it was a harsh place to be imprisoned, and 
that the former President used to say it with pride. 
When Yahya Jammeh made these comments, the 
witness testified, it did not make him feel proud. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness if he 
was aware of efforts made to kill prisoners through 
poisoning. He responded that he only heard these 
allegations during the testimony of Sanna Sabally 
at the TRRC20 and was shocked by them. The Lead 
Counsel followed up by answering his own question, 
stating that the government has other means of 
killing prisoners such as denial of medical attention. 

Ansumana Manneh replied that 
he could attest to the fact that the 
director general would remove names 
from the list of people approved to 
receive medical attention. 
When asked if it were true that prisoners died 
because they were denied medical assistance, the 
witness responded that he heard information along 
these lines while at the Ministry of Interior but could 
not remember the names of the inmates. When the 
Lead Counsel tried to jog his memory by mentioning 
Dennis Winter, who died in 2011 from beriberi21, the 
witness said he did not know Dennis Winter in person 
but that prisoners dying at Mile 2 Prison was public 
knowledge. The Lead Counsel then raised the issue 
of Ebrima Joof, who died in 2015 soon after being 
tortured by a prison officer and not taken to the 
hospital. The witness responded that he did not know 
him but heard of the issue when he was the Ministry 
of Interior and a visiting commissioner reported that 
there was an officer who was accused by a prisoner 
to have beaten him up. The Lead Counsel further 
mentioned Sadibou Hydara, but the witness said that 
he could not speak to this case either as he was at 
MacCarthy Prison at the time. However, he did agree 
that denying prisoners clothes, housing and food is 
a form or torture. 

20See TRRC Digest 4, pages 63-76.
21A disease in which the body does not have enough vitamin B-1 (thiamin). It is usually caused by poor diet or 
alcoholism.
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The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to speak about 
the tribalism in the Gambia Prison Service. The witness 
responded that he does not like talking about tribalism 
because he has many friends from different ethnic groups. 
He gave an example of how when he was at the Ministry 
of Interior, he was instructed to take a man back to Mile 
2 Prison. When the witness went to David Colley’s office 
to inform him, the then director general’s question was 
“what tribe is he, is he Mandinka?” The witness apparently 
responded that the man’s surname was Sambou, which 
usually aligns with Jola. He then asked David Colley why 
he was asking about the man’s ethnicity, at which point 
they both laughed and the witness walked away. “This 
pains me to this day,” he told the Commission. “This is 
the beginning of tribalism.”

When the Lead Counsel asked if David Colley was 
exercising tribalism at the prison service, the witness 
responded it was not just tribalism, but nepotism as 
well. When asked to provide names, the witness pointed 
out that the then director general’s former deputy was 
his immediate nephew. Modou Jarju who used to be in 
the finance department, was also his close relative. The 
officers who carried out arrests for him were also his 
close relatives, many of whom come from Kanilai. He 
named James Jarju, Peter Bojang, Ebrima Jammeh, and 
Amos Junior Jarju as being from Kanilai and environs, as 
well as Malang Tamba from Sintet. When asked if ethnicity 
played a role in promotions, the witness again pointed 
out that the deputy director general was a mere novice. 
According to what the witness heard, David Colley himself 
started as a barkeeper in the cafeteria but quickly rose 
up the ranks to the position of director general. He also 
pointed out that David Colley was perpetually being fired 
and rehired under the previous government, ostensibly at 
the orders of Yahya Jammeh. 

The Lead Counsel then began asking the witness to 
discuss the state of the food at Mile 2 Prison. The 
witness informed the Commission that the menu is 
taken from the Prisons Act, that all the ingredients are 
contracted from the outside, but the actual cooking is 
done by the inmates. When asked if the prisoners were 
served quality food, the witness replied that he did not 
think so because beriberi was a problem in the prison. 
He added that the situation is better today as no one 
suffers from beriberi. The Lead Counsel countered that 
they had gone to the prison to see food prepared, and 
that there were still major problems, to which the witness 

retorted that they have more cooking resources now 
and that an upgrade of the kitchen was in progress 
when the TRRC visited. 

Ansumana Manneh continued that when he became 
the director general, he had a discussion with the 
inmates and they complained the pap22 gave them 
health complications, so he changed the menu. The 
Lead Counsel pushed whether the inmates said 
the pap gave them health complications, or if it 
killed them. The witness clarified that the prisoners 
complained that the beriberi was caused by the pap, 
and that indeed the pap was part of the malnutrition 
that caused the beriberi. Since they changed the 
menu, he testified, beriberi is no longer killing inmates 
and the health conditions have generally improved. 

After some back and forth as to what prison 
officers knew about connection between the food, 
the beriberi, and the deaths, Ansumana Manneh 
admitted that the symptoms of beriberi – swollen 
feet, shiny skin and skin that dents easily – were 
clear to everyone and that everyone knew that the 
beriberi was caused by malnutrition. He said there 
were some small changes made the menu between 
1994 and 2017 such as removing nyangkatan23, but 
agreed with the Lead Counsel that it appeared that 
the prison authorities did not care about the impact 
of the food on the prisoners. 

When asked about the theft of meat by senior 
prison officers, the witness responded that he heard 
allegations, but had not caught anyone red-handed. 
He confirmed claims that the meats served to 
prisoners were mostly intestines and bones, and that 
he himself noticed that the suppliers tend to bring 
more inner organs than meat. Since he was elevated 
to director general, he said, he has put a stop to this. 
He added that while he never witnessed rotten meat 
being served, he had heard the allegations from a 
trustworthy source. Chairman Sise interrupted to ask 
the witness if he had ever eaten with the prisoners, to 
which he responded that at MacCarthy he used to eat 
in the prison, and that even now he will sometimes 
take a handful of food to taste it. However, he 
stipulated, he did not eat the pap because he does 
not like food prepared from coos24, at which point the 
Lead Counsel jokingly asked if it was more that he 
did not want food that gave him beriberi. 

22Rice or boiled peanut porridge.
23In Gambia, this is plain white rice or white rice with dried fish and some other local ingredients.
24Also known as millet.
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Ansumana Manneh acknowledged 
that he heard about officers from the 
NIA coming to the prison to torture 

inmates, but he never witnessed 
it himself. 

He elaborated that officers on night duties would tell him 
that NIA officers had come at night, but that it was the 
inmates themselves who would detail what was done 
to them. He acknowledged that prison officers buckled 
to pressure from NIA officers not to record the entry or 
departure time or the names of the officers.

When asked about torture that was perpetrated by 
prison officers, the witness said he had heard prisoners 
complain about being taken behind the building and being 
beaten, and acknowledged there was a prison officer 
referred to as Chief Torturer. The Lead Counsel asked 
about the case of Lamin Jah, but the witness said he was 
not up to date on that case. However, he mentioned that 
a prisoner named Falu Ceesay had told him that he had 
been beaten by officers. He said these allegations were 
never investigated under the tenure of David Colley, but 
that he did recall a report by a visiting committee that 
detailed accusations that a prison officer had kicked an 
inmate on his side.

The Lead Counsel asked if this was the case of Ebrima 
Joof, who died in 2015 after an officer stamped on his ribs 
and kept him in confinement for two days. The witness 
responded that he did not recall the victim’s name, but 
that the case did occur but was never investigated. 
The Lead Counsel countered that not only was it not 
investigated but it was actively covered up. Under 
further pressure the witness admitted that these deaths 
were known under the previous regime, but not openly 
discussed. He conceded that coroners’ inquests, which 
should be done in the event of the death of a prisoner, 
were never conducted.

When Ansumana Manneh said that keeping paper 
records in the prison was difficult and acceded that 
there had been significant impropriety, the Lead Counsel 
parried that documents would be falsified to cover up 
their crimes. The witness agreed that also happened. 
The Lead Counsel then gave the example of Baba Jobe, 
who according to his documents died from uncontrolled 
HBT and malaria, but in reality, was murdered by 

strangulation while a prison guard stood outside 
the hospital room25. The witness responded that the 
condemnation should not fall solely on prison officers 
and pointed out that the doctors were the ones who 
wrote that Baba Jobe died of natural causes. 

He did however agree that it was a 
conspiracy because all sides must 

have agreed to it.
With the case of Ebrima Joof, the witness also tried 
to share the blame for the falsification of documents 
with the medical personnel who prepared them, at 
which point the Lead Counsel pointed out that non-
disclosure of what happened in prison could have led 
to the misinformation the doctors included in their 
report. The witness admitted that the prison officers 
should have disclosed what actually happened to the 
hospital, but did not. 

He said the case of Lamarana 
Jallow, who was reported to have 
died from acute cardiovascular 

arrest but actually was tortured by 
prison officers, happened in his 

absence, but that brutality in the 
prisons was quite common. 

The Lead Counsel asked the witness who he held 
responsible for torturing prisoners during this 
period. The witness responded that Ebrima Jammeh 
was responsible, but that he would not do anything 
without orders from David Colley. He revealed the 
Ebrima Jammeh used to boast he was “from the royal 
family,” which the witness took to understand as him 
saying he was close to those in power, specifically 
Yahya Jammeh. When asked if Ebrima Jammeh 
considered himself above the law, the witness 
responded that Ebrima Jammeh did many things in 
contravention of the laws, such as seizing prisoners 
personal belongs, just to show he could do it. The 
witness agreed that Ebrima Jammeh and David Colley 
had a special relationship and that even though he 
was Ebrima Jammeh’s superior at the time, he did 
not dare stand up to him. 

25According to testimonies received he was smothered not strangulated.
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When the Lead Counsel then asked about discrimination 
against female officers, the witness responded that 
the discrimination was not relegated solely to female 
officers. “If you do not dance to the tune of David,” he 
testified, “you cannot move along the way.” He said that 
David Colley liked to be in the company of women, and in 
fact in the end all of his orderlies were women. He said 
that they may have had their issues with David Colley, 
but they might not want to talk about it. He did, however, 
explain that he had recently reinstated a female officer 
who had resigned under the era of David Colley, but had 
yet to establish her reasons for resigning. The Lead 
Counsel said this was part of a special investigation by 
the Commission. 

The Lead Counsel then moved on to asking about the 
educational status of the prison officers. He noted that 
the highest level of education among prison officers was 
secondary school. The witness agreed, and pointed out 
that during the time of former President Sir Dawda Jawara, 
they received cadets straight from high school. He said 
that he suspected that under David Colley’s tenure, well-
educated officers were side-lined because the former 
director general was afraid they would replace him. He 
even recalled one instance where after an exam for 
potential prison officers, David Colley switched the lists 
and many of those that failed the exam were admitted 
while those that passed were not. 

David Colley apparently told the 
witness that he knew who would 

make a good prison officer and that 
education did not matter. 

The Lead Counsel then brought up the slogan that it was 
better for a prisoner to die than to escape, because there 
would be no accountability if a prisoner died, but if one 
escapes they would all be held accountable. The witness 
said this slogan could have been a common one, but he 
had never heard it before today. He agreed that under the 
previous regime no one was held accountable for deaths 
in prison, and that the thought of escapes used to 
frighten him and other officers. When the Lead Counsel 
asked if prison in The Gambia is a terrible place to be, 
the witness responded that this was the case before. 
When pressed about today, he agreed that things are a 
“little lax” at the moment, but that the system is getting 

better. In response to pointed questioning from the 
Lead Counsel, he added that he was still not satisfied 
by the conditions of the Gambian prisons. 

The Lead Counsel then turned the witness over for 
questioning by the Commissioners. Chairman Sise 
then asked the witness if he could shed any light on 
Juan Mendez’s denial of access to the security wing 
at Mile 2 Prison in November 201426. The witness 
responded that he heard of the situation but that he 
was not aware of where the order originated. 

In response to a question from Commissioner Kah, 
the witness explained that under the previous regime 
there was no procedure for prisoners to report cases 
where they felt officers violated their rights. There 
were some overseeing bodies, but it was difficult for 
them to meet with prisoners. “They can only tell their 
problems to the very people with whom they have the 
problems.”

The Deputy Chairperson then asked the witness who 
else served as director general between 1994 and 
January 2017. Ansumana Manneh responded that 
David Colley had five stints as director general. Each 
time he was fired and reinstated. In the interim, 
Modou Lamin Jajru, Aunty Rose27, Bora Colley and 
Modou Ceesay served in the position. He said that 
he heard that prisoners were particularly happy with 
the tenure of Aunty Rose, as she used to personally 
supervise the cooking in the kitchen. 

On the subject of beriberi, he said that if there was 
an investigation of the outbreak, he never saw it. He 
continued that the beriberi problem continued until 
his tenure began when he gave instructions to serve 
better food after meeting with inmates. He also 
elaborated on the programmes that he instituted 
while running the juvenile wing to help young inmates 
prepare to integrate back into society after serving 
their sentence. He also said that a number of officers 
were imprisoned and beaten under the previous 
leadership. He mentioned that an officer name Anabi 
Jammeh28, a relative of David Colley, was imprisoned 
for nine months under confinement. 

In response to questions from Commissioner Imam 
Jallow, the witness said he had instituted multiple 
skills training programmes for adult inmates as well 
as engaged in partnerships with other institutions 

26Juan Mendez is the former UN Special Rapporteur on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment. See United Nations Office of the High Commission on Human Rights – UN human rights team prevented from 
completing torture and killing investigations.
27Agnes Rose Klu served as head of Gambia Prison System from June 2007 to March 2008.
28Most probably referring to Abdou Anabi Jammeh who also testified during this session.

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15267&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15267&LangID=E
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to bring in more resources and training programs. 
Responding to Imam Sey, the witness explained that 
usually the pap would be prepared the night before and 
then rehydrated in the morning before being distributed 
to prisoners. 

Commissioner Bishop Odico then asked the witness 
about rules concerning the diet of prisoners. The witness 
repeated that they were following the Prisons Act, but 
that the Act had been written in 1954 and some of the 
guidelines established then were no longer practical. He 
said the Prisons Act was under review and they were giving 
their recommendations to the committee. Prisoners in 
remand can have food brought in from their homes and 
those with medical papers recommending special foods 
are also allowed to have food brought in. When asked 
about inmates’ food being consumed by prison officers, 
he said that he cannot dispute the allegations but he 
never saw it occur. In response to the bishop’s last 
question, the witness responded that overcrowding is a 
problem at prisons as more people are sent to them then 
they have room for. 

In his concluding remarks, Ansumana Manneh asked 
Gambians not to turn their backs on the prison system. 
He said that many officers suffered the hardships 
of prison in their jobs. He added the prisons are now 
getting more attention from outside organisations, but 
implored the government to give them more assistance. 
On a study trip to Ghana, he noted that the Pentecostal 
churches were building five new prisons and that perhaps 
this could be a model for The Gambia. He pointed out 
that The Gambia only has three prisons, and that these 
prisons do not have enough capacity. He urged Gambians 
to look forward and build a country that would be an 
inspiration for the rest of the world. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary detention

David Colley

Torture

Ebrima Jammeh, David Colley

Nepotism

David Colley

Discrimination

David Colley

Complicit of torture 

David Colley
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in 2008 by David Colley himself, who he used to run 
into around a bar close to his house in Brikama. The 
witness was reinstated with the same rank in the 
same position in reception at Mile 2 Prison. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness about his 
knowledge of David Colley’s relationship with then 
President Yahya Jammeh. Lamin Korta responded 
that both men came from Kanilai and their compounds 
were close. He further testified that under Yahya 
Jammeh’s rule “at that time anyone who comes from 
Kanilai they were always proud. They would show off 
to everyone that they were related to Yahya and you 
cannot deny that.”

Lamin Korta was then asked to read a section of his 
statement in which he described David Colley as “a 
stooge of former President Jammeh,” and referenced 
their shared hometown and ethnicity as well as the 
former President’s statements that the prison was 
his “5-star-hotel.” 

He elaborated that in essence this 
meant if David Colley did as Yahya 
Jammeh pleased, Yahya Jammeh 
would take care of him. 
After a brief diversion into the etymology of the 
Mandinka word for “lawful”, the witness again 
confirmed that David Colley would do anything Yahya 
Jammeh asked of him, lawful or unlawful. 

Returning to his own career, the witness said that 
after returning to the prison service in 2008, he 

WITNESS NAME: Lamin KORTA

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 6th June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The management of and 
conditions in the Gambia Prison Service; arbitrary 
detentions and enforced disappearances at the prisons; 
and the witness’ arbitrary arrest and detention

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Officer in the Gambia 
Prison Service and employee of other government 
agencies

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Prison officer

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Retired Prison 
Officer

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Lamin Korta began his testimony by describing his early 
schooling and admission into the prison service in 1977. 
At the time, he said, the prison service was under the 
Ministry of Health. It was not until the attempted coup 
in 198129 that the service was put under the Ministry of 
Interior. The witness worked in the prisons until 1982, 
when he left to conduct surveys and work in agricultural 
projects for a decade. He then found work as a driver for 
a few years until he was approached and returned to the 
prison service for three years. He testified that when he 
rejoined the service in 1996 after fourteen years away, of 
the 36 men who he trained with in the late 1970s, only 
one – Thomas Jarju from Kanilai who later rose to the 
rank of deputy director general - was still around.

In response to questioning from the Lead Counsel, the 
witness explained that he met David Colley when he first 
joined the prison system in 1977. At that time David 
Colley was working in the cafeteria and bar, but by the 
time the witness left in 1982, he had risen to the rank 
of sergeant. When he returned to the prison service in 
1996 to work in reception, David Colley had risen further 
and became his boss as he was an inspector and the 
witness was a sergeant. 

In 2000, Lamin Korta came across a better professional 
opportunity in the Ministry of Agriculture and left the 
Gambia Prison Service for another eight years. According 
to the witness, he was enticed to rejoin the prison service 

29In July 1981 Kukoi Samba Sanyang launched a fail coup d’état against the administration of Dawda Jawara.
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and businessmen sent on executive orders were 
punished mentally and physically while their families 
were kept in the dark about their whereabouts and 
the prisoners themselves were not informed of the 
charges against them. “Usually you go to hotel for 
enjoyment,” he told the Commission, “but you cannot 
call a punishment centre a hotel, you are provoking 
the system.” 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to describe 
the proper procedure for admitting prisoners. Lamin 
Korta explained that before 1994, there were two 
categories of prisoners: remand prisoners await 
their trial and convicts serving their term. In order to 
be admitted, a prisoner would be accompanied by a 
police or bail assistant who would furnish authentic 
documents from the court detailing the prisoner’s 
status. The prisoner and their escorts names would 
be recorded and any valuables deposited with a 
serial number. If the person is a convict, the escorting 
officer would also receive a receipt of admission. The 
witness again confirmed that in both cases an inmate 
entering the prison would need to be accompanied 
by some form of warrant. 

However, the witness continued, when he returned 
to the prison system after 1994, he found another 
column in the log book with the title “detained people.” 
This, he learned, referred to people brought in without 
any documentation. According to the witness, no one 
knew why this happened but that these prisoners 
were usually dropped off by the National Intelligence 
Agency, NIA. 

He affirmed that this was unlawful, 
as you cannot detain anyone 
without documentation, and that 
prison officers at the time knew it 
was illegal. 
When asked who gave them the authority to receive 
these prisoners, the witness responded that the 
director general would call operations or senior 

stayed there until December 2019, and that thus he knew 
the prison system very well. He told the Commission that 
prison officers understanding of their responsibilities 
depended on how they got their jobs. Those who failed 
the written and medical examination, but who were 
nonetheless hired, would be focused entirely on the 
people who helped them get the job. When the Lead 
Counsel asked the witness to explain his understanding 
of the purpose of prisons, he responded that prisons 
were corrections centres intended to help people who 
had been sentenced by a competent court to reform 
themselves and re-enter society. 

He attested that in his first experience in the prison, the 
food was adequate and in general it was run according 
to the above principle. The witness even referenced 
unnamed ministers who had been sent to prison in that 
period who had been reformed and reintegrated into 
society. However, he said, between 1994 and 2017, the 
objective of the prison became to punish as opposed to 
reform. 

When asked to provide evidence for this statement, 
the witness explained that outside interference in the 
form of executive orders from Yahya Jammeh became 
commonplace. He clarified that they never spoke with 
the President directly but this is what they were told by 
their head. In addition to bad management, bad food and 
interference by the then President, Lamin Korta said the 
conditions of the cells were also part of the shift from 
reform to punishment. 

Lamin Korta said he took Yahya 
Jammeh’s remark that the prison was 
his “5-star-hotel” as empowering David 
Colley as well as implying his personal 
control over the penal facility. 
He added that the prison was used by the former President 
to punish politicians or public figures he had conflicts 
with. David Colley was his accomplice in using the prisons 
to this end. He pointed out that while ordinary prisoners 
were far from comfortable, the politicians, civil servants 
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officers and tell them to be on standby for a certain 
number of detainees to be incarcerated in the security 
wing. The word would pass around among officers that a 
“big fish” would be coming that night. He again affirmed 
that no one could have come to the prison in this manner 
without the director general being aware. 

The Lead Counsel then pressed the witness whether it 
was lawful to put prisoners in the security wing before 
they had been convicted by a court of law. Lamin Korta 
responded that it was a dictatorship, and gross violation 
of human rights was the norm. Upon further questioning, 
he confirmed that after being illegally admitted, detainees 
were then unlawfully detained in the security wing. He 
specifically named Seedy Jaiteh, the current managing 
director of GAMTEL as well as the then Deputy Minister 
of Agriculture Ousman Jammeh, as people who suffered 
this fate.

Lamin Korta said that there were some prison officers 
who protested but they were punished, demoted and 
transferred. He said David Colley had his subordinates 
observing everything and they would inform him of any 
dissent, real or imaginary. He told the story of an officer 
with the surname Ceesay who refused to re-admit Lang 
Tombong Tamba when he was brought back in a bad 
condition. The officer named Ceesay was subsequently 
fired from the prison service. The witness clarified that 
this was a story he had heard and he had not witnessed 
it in person.

After the break, the Lead Counsel picked up where he left 
off on the removal of detainees after 5 pm. Lamin Korta 
said that while no prisoner should be outside their cells 
after 5 pm, the NIA would pick them up and drop them 
off around midnight. His testimony then moved on to the 
conditions in the remand wing, which the witness said 
was overcrowded like the rest of the prison. 

He said between the overcrowded cells 
and the lack of sanitation, people who 
were incarcerated for years saw their 
health seriously deteriorate.

The overcrowding was so severe that there were 
not enough sleeping places for everyone. Even with 
inmates sleeping on pieces of cardboard on the floor, 
some spent the whole night sitting up and only got to 
sleep the next day when the other inmates were out 
in the yard. There were more prisoners than bedding 
materials so prisoners would exchange their meals 
in order to secure access to sheets or a mattress. 
The floor, especially around the 20-litre drum used 
as a chamber pot, was damp. The ventilation was 
so inadequate that when officers opened the cells in 
the mornings, they were enveloped by a heat wave. 
According to the witness, the conditions in remand 
were so terrible that some prisoners requested 
transfer to the main yard and the security wing.

Lamin Korta testified that the prison should have 
provided inmates with the basic necessities. 
Furthermore, he said, lack of information is an invalid 
excuse as to why they failed to do so. Head counts 
were taken every morning and passed to the director 
general, all heads of the security units, the Permanent 
Security of the Ministry of the Interior, and all the way 
to the President. The witness confirmed that this list 
included details of the detainees. 

When asked explicitly, he affirmed 
that this meant that the President 
and the NIA were lying when they 
would claim they were unaware 
about a disappeared person’s 
whereabouts. 
Moving on, the Lead Counsel asked about the 
physical location of Mile 2 Prison. The witness 
pointed out that the prison is just inside a mangrove 
swamp and thus infested with mosquitos. He stated 
that adding to the problem, there were no screens 
on the small windows that did exist, the ventilation 
was poor, and no mosquito coils were provided. The 
remnants of food and the lack of proper sanitation 
also attracted rats and cats. When asked whether 
the government made any effort to address these 
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When prodded further, he acknowledged that news 
of a prisoner’s death circulated amongst the staff, 
but that the cause of it was rarely known. 

Finally, he agreed that it was 
common knowledge within prison 
management that prisoners were 
dying of a swelling condition, which 
was beriberi, and that it was known 
across the prison that the condition 
came from the pap. 
When asked if the government instituted any 
changes to address the death of prisoners due to 
the food, the witness claimed that all the changes 
had happened since 2017. After some back and 
forth, he agreed that the management continued to 
feed prisoners pap with the full knowledge that it 
was causing beriberi and the associated deaths. The 
Lead Counsel, growing frustrated, told the witness 
to explain things in plain language as opposed to 
parables, after which the witness told the Commission 
that ultimately David Colley was responsible for not 
doing anything to address the beriberi. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to relate 
the story of the dead bull. After the caveat that he 
was not permanently at the prison at the time of the 
incident, the witness explained that he heard that a 
dead bull had been picked up on the road by drivers 
and brought to the prison. The meat was taken to 
the prison and cooked for the prisoners. Apparently, 
many of those who ate it later fell ill and one even 
died. 

The witness said he found the story credible because 
a prisoner named Musa Susso - who was in prison 
during the bull incident but later discharged - brought 
David Colley to court, for which he was arrested 
and sent back to prison. He said as far as he knew 
Musa Susso was the first case of someone who was 
pardoned but later brought back to serve the rest 
of their sentence. The Lead Counsel then enquired 

issues, the witness responded that after the change of 
government, the health department sprayed the walls, 
screens were mounted and a giant fan was installed in 
the remand wing. When pressed, he testified that while 
effort was made before 1994, by and large, between 
1994 and 2017, little was done. 

Lamin Korta described the physical conditions of the 
prison as inhuman. 

He pointed specifically to the similar 
conditions endured by the elderly and 
the youth, articulating how “an older 
person, who is 50 or 80 years old, and 
you are mixed with youngsters of 18, 20 
years who are your children or the age of 
your grandchildren, you are lying down 
inside the same cell. You go to the toilet 
the same place. That is despicable and 
no one can say it’s humane in a normal 
society.”
When the Lead Counsel enquired about the food, the 
witness chortled. He explained he was laughing thinking 
of the food preparation, testifying that “when it comes to 
cooking up rice that is better but when it comes to the coos 
and the pap, the manner in which it is prepared? Only God 
knows.” According to the witness, the prisoners claimed 
the beriberi came from the pap, which was a regular item 
on the menu. The food was distributed based on the 
number of people in the cell. A select few had special 
notes from doctors and got bread, butter, and tea. 

Lamin Korta affirmed that the food in the prison was of 
poor quality. When pressed about the deaths of inmates 
related to beriberi, the witness at first deflected, saying he 
was not a doctor, and that he felt he could not completely 
confirm this allegation. The Lead Counsel revealed that 
the Commission has a number of reports of people dying 
of swelling of the legs and body, to which the witness 
responded that he never saw the death certificates. 
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why the witness believed that Musa Susso was being 
punished for taking David Colley to court. The witness 
replied that nothing was said directly, but that after his 
pardon was revoked, Musa Susso was put on outside 
labour at the highway where he would be seen by passers-
by cutting grass, a significant humiliation. He elaborated 
that hard labour was technically to be assigned by a judge 
and indicated on the warrant, which did not happen in 
his case. Furthermore, Musa Susso was later transferred 
to MacCarthy Prison where he was put to work in the 
rice paddies. This was only supposed to happen if it 
was indicated on the warrant or was approved by the 
Minister of Interior. In this case, the director general of 
the prisons was using his executive powers, which the 
witness described as a violation. 

He said he perceived these actions as 
David Colley punishing Musa Susso 
for bringing him to court. 
The Lead Counsel then asked about the denial of 
medical treatment to prisoners. The witness responded 
that “high calibre prisoners” usually had to wait a long 
time to go to the hospital or have visitors. Upon further 
questioning, he confirmed that there were cases where 
people should have been taken to the hospital and 
were not. Furthermore, he testified that his office would 
prepare a list of people going to the courts or the hospital 
in the morning. The list was passed to the operations 
commander and the director general for authorisation. 
Sometimes, he said, the list would come back with a few 
names removed. 

Moving on, Lamin Korta also confirmed that torture 
occurred at the prisons. He testified that he escorted 
the United Nations delegation30 at the three prisons, and 
that at Mile 2 Prison some of the prisoners pointed out 
then Deputy Commissioner Ebrima Jammeh as the so-
called “Chief Torturer.” The prisoners also identified a few 
other officers, and while the witness could not recall their 
names, he did hint that they have since been suspended 
from the prison service. 

When asked if prison authorities covered up the deaths 
of inmates who died from torture, the witness replied 
that he was not at Mile 2 Prison for very long, but he was 

familiar with the example of Baba Jobe. He indicated 
that Baba Jobe had been held at Mile 2 Prison even 
after his sentence expired, and then taken to a 
hospital in Banjul where he died. Originally, he said, 
he believed Baba Jobe had died of natural causes 
as he heard that guards were posted to his hospital 
room 24 hours a day. It was not until the Junglers 
testified at the TRRC that the witness learned that 
Baba Jobe had in fact been murdered31. Regarding 
Ebrima Joof, the witness said he only knew his death 
from the Lead Counsel, so the Lead Counsel moved 
on to Sanna Sabally. The witness again replied he had 
heard bits and pieces about the case, but was not at 
Mile 2 Prison during Sanna Sabally’s incarceration, 
and knew the story of Baba Jobe better. 

In response to a question about whether the violations 
in the prison system extended to the officers, Lamin 
Korta began narrating his own ordeal. It began with 
the story of someone storing cannabis in the staff 
quarters over the weekend for a few hours before 
bringing it to the remand wing. The person was spotted 
hiding the marijuana, and later arrested when they 
came back to fetch it. On Monday morning, he was 
told of the incident and informed that a man named 
Kebba Sanyang had been apprehended. He was then 
taken to David Colley’s office, where he was told he 
would take responsibility. After an argument in which 
the director general apparently accused the witness 
of challenging his authority and plotting to replace 
him, the witness was demoted in rank. In response, 
Lamin Korta wrote to the Ministry32 to get his rank 
reinstated, after which David Colley transferred him 
to the prison in MacCarthy, saying they could no 
longer work together.

Later, the witness heard on the radio that a handful 
of people from the most recent batch of presidential 
pardons had had their pardons revoked and were 
wanted for re-arrest. One inmate on the list to be 
re-arrested after being pardoned was Omar Manjang. 
Soon after hearing the radio broadcast, the witness 
received a phone call from Lamin Sowe, who 
requested his assistance in the re-arrest of Omar 
Manjang in Kartong. Lamin Korta refused, explaining 
that he was a responsible person around Kartong 
with children in the community - “I will not lead you to 

30Likely a reference to the visit of two United Nations Special Rapporteurs to Gambia in November 2014. They were ultimately prevented 
from visiting the security wing of Mile 2 Prison, and subsequently suspended the rest of their visit. See – UN experts prevented from 
completing probe into torture, killings
31See TRRC Digest Editions 6 and 7.
32The witness did not specify but it would likely be the Ministry of Interior.

https://news.un.org/en/story/2014/11/483092-gambia-un-experts-prevented-completing-probe-torture-killings
https://news.un.org/en/story/2014/11/483092-gambia-un-experts-prevented-completing-probe-torture-killings
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He explained that pardons were only for convicted 
prisoners and detainees were only released on the 
discretion of the higher ups. Meanwhile, prisoners in 
remand could wait for years. 

Commissioner Imam Jallow then asked why, despite 
all the problems he had in the prison service, he 
continued working there. The witness responded 
that he felt he was doing a service, the job brought 
about good behaviour, and it was a clean way to 
make money. When asked why he did not do more 
to help inmates, he responded that he used to keep 
the judiciary informed on what was happening in the 
prison, and that this is how he came to know many 
judges and magistrates. 

Commissioner Bojang then asked the witness what 
happened to Omar Manjang after he got the call that 
he was to be arrested. The witness in a convoluted 
manner explained that Omar Manjang disappeared. 
He (Lamin Korta) knew he was being monitored, so he 
stopped visiting Omar Manjang’s mother in Kartong 
to reassure her that her son was alright. He added 
that when he finally saw Omar Manjang again, he told 
him he was hiding in Casamance.

Trafficking was rife in the prisons, said Lamin Korta 
in response to a question from Commissioner Kah. 
Some officers he testified, used their position to 
bolster their salaries. He hinted that officers would 
work with prisoners who traded cannabis or offer 
to help high calibre prisoners meet or connect with 
family members for thousands of dalasi. Officers 
were referred to the director general for complaints, 
but the problem persists up to now. Lastly, he said, 
the problem with the pap is that it causes beriberi, 
an illness that sometimes results in death. 

Commissioner Samba then asked if women prisoners 
ever did the cooking for the men. The witness 
responded in the negative, saying that the lack of 
training for the cooks was a big problem and that they 
should have been sent for training at a hotel school. 
The women, he explained, did not go for outside 
labour. The Commissioner asked if the beriberi could 
have been prevented if women had been involved in 
the cooking process. The witness responded that 

my own village to arrest someone from there.” However, 
he did give the officers directions and they went and 
arrested Omar Manjang the next day. 

On the next Monday morning, then Deputy Director 
Momodou Jarju told the witness he was wanted by David 
Colley. After arriving at David Colley’s office, he (David 
Colley) had the rest of the officers parade in the room 
before telling the witness to remove his cap and belt. They 
then said they were charging him with aiding and abetting 
in the escape of Omar Manjang. After an argument with 
David Colley, the witness was then demoted and marched 
to the remand wing by Commander Sowe. He was in the 
remand wing for two days, before being taken to the 
serious crimes unit where he sat for around one week, 
after which he was released on bail. He returned to work 
but David Colley again refused to work with him, which is 
what lead to him transferring to the Ministry of Interior as 
a support staff.

The Lead Counsel then asked about the stealing of 
rations. Lamin Korta responded that while this was theft, 
many officers said that it was the director general’s right. 

When asked in a broad sense whether 
the director general got his authority 
from the law, the witness replied “When 
I say there is gross violation of human 
rights the law is silenced. Don’t talk of 
the law.” David Colley, he said, was 
given his powers by former President 
Yahya Jammeh. 
He then trailed off with the phrase “idiots.” He gave David 
Colley’s administration a rating of zero out of one hundred. 
The Lead Counsel then admitted into evidence a signed 
statement by the witness which contained parts that he 
believed should not be discussed in public. After a short 
bathroom break, the Lead Counsel ended his questioning 
and turned the proceeding over to the Commissioners.

In response to a question from the Deputy Chair, the 
witness affirmed that the daily totals sent to relevant 
authorities contained information about the overcrowding. 
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every stage of preparation, from pounding to separating 
to cooking, was done by men and if a single woman had 
been there she could have shown them how to cook for 
the prisoners. 

Commissioner Bishop Odico asked about the witness’ 
reference to a diet A and diet B that existed until 1982. 
Lamin Korta explained that diet A was meant for ordinary 
prisoners while diet B was for top civil servants. The 
difference, he said, was minimal and in general with 
fewer prisoners in those days, the food was better.

The witness then began his lengthy final remarks. After 
praising the TRRC as a school for Gambians, he thanked 
God for helping him escape all the traps that were set 
for him in prison. He narrated how he was present when 
a group of United Democratic Party, UDP, politicians and 
imams were brought in to the prison in MacCarthy. He 
attested that he helped a few of the prisoners obtain 
some medication, which led to him getting reported to 
headquarters for allegedly exposing the whereabouts of 
the detainees. He was then transferred to the remand 
wing at Mile 2 Prison, where the prison authorities 
launched a massive search for contraband, telling him 
that if they found anything he would responsible. Around 
70 officers were brought in to thoroughly search the 
remand wing, but not a single illegal item was found. 

He claimed he was later transferred to Jeshwang where 
he saw Imam Baba Leigh33 and gave him confidence by 
reminding him that many others had also come and gone 
and his time to be released would come. He testified 
that he even helped contact a friend in Kartong to let him 
know the imam was alive in prison. After being asked to 
wrap up his comments, the witness again declared his 
support for the TRRC and its continuation. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary arrest and detention

David Colley

Enforced disappearance

Yahya Jammeh

Cruel,  inhuman  and  degrading treatment  or 
punishment

David Colley, Yahya Jammeh

Torture

Ebrima Jammeh

Corruption (theft of food)

David Colley

He urged 
perpetrators to 

ask for forgiveness 
but warned that 
the TRRC cannot 
force victims to 

reconcile. 

33See TRRC Digest Edition 12, pages 20-30.
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Inside Mile 2 Prison. Witnesses testified to detainees and inmates being kept under “seal”, sometimes for months 
and only allowed to go out to empty their chamber pots.
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WITNESS NAME: Lamin SOWE also known as “Jimbo”

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 9th & 10th June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Procedures of the prison 
service; conditions at the prisons; death of prisoners 
by poisoning; torture of prisoners; access of the NIA 
and Junglers to the prisons; lack of adequate medical 
assistance; dismissal of the witness

POSITION DURING THE EVENT (S): Officer of various 
ranks in the Gambian Prison Service

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Commissioner of 
Operations at Mile 2 Prison

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Commissioner 
of Operations in the Gambian Prison Service

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY: 

Lamin Sowe opened his testimony by stating that he 
was commonly known as Jimbo. He was born in 1973, 
in Nema Kuta, in the Lower River Region of The Gambia. 
The witness testified that after completing his secondary 
education at Brikama Technical School, he worked as 
an unqualified teacher for a few years before joining the 
Gambian Prison Service in 1997. He went through six 
months of basic training and was then posted at the 
Central Prison of Mile 2 in the security wing. He served 
in that post for less than two months before he took 
a position at the director general’s residence as a shift 
guard. The witness said that he swapped positions with 
a friend, Lamin Ceesay, who was working there but was 
having troubles with a language barrier issue.

The witness then went through his professional career 
from 1997 until present day, which included working 
at Mile 2 Prison, Janjanbureh Prison in some position 
or another and peacekeeping missions in Darfur and 
South Sudan, as police advisor. He specified that at 
one point he was dismissed and delved into it deeper 
later in his testimony. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the witness to tell the 
Commission what he understood the roles of prison 
service officers to be. The witness stated the roles of 
wardens were the three Rs: Reform, Rehabilitate, and 
Reintegrate prisoners back to society. The witness 
said that these were the principles that a “normal” 
prison should stand on. The Deputy Lead Counsel 
asked him if, by using the word normal, he was 
implying that there was something abnormal about 
the Gambian Prison system. The witness replied 
that he would get to that but that because of certain 
circumstances, things were sometimes not done in 
the way “it was expected.”

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the witness if he 
was of the opinion that inmates should be kept 
within certain standards that would enable them to 
be better persons when they were freed. The witness 
responded in the affirmative, he said that was how 
it should be. He added that officers understood that 
but “because of certain circumstances they might 
have been afraid to do what was expected of them.” 

Continuing on, the Deputy Lead Counsel asked if he 
was posted to the residence of then Director General 
David Colley. The witness responded in the affirmative 
but explained that he was never officially attached to 
David Colley as a permanent orderly. 

Clarifying, the Deputy Lead Counsel told the witness 
that she had asked him if, during his posting at the 
director general’s residence, he ever acted as an 
orderly for David Colley. The witness responded in 
the negative. He said that when he was brought back 
to the headquarters, if David Colley wanted to go out 
when he was working, the witness would accompany 
him on the trip but they would return to their 
respective offices when they got back. The Deputy 
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Lead Counsel asked him if they could therefore conclude 
that David Colley trusted him and used him sometimes 
as an orderly. The witness responded in the affirmative.

With regard to his work experience as commissioner 
of operations, the Deputy Lead Counsel asked the 
witness to describe the procedures used to admit any 
person to prisons. The witness said that under normal 
circumstances every prison should have two categories 
of prisoners, one for remand prisoners, and another for 
those convicted of a crime in a court of law. However, 
previously, the prison service had three categories for 
inmates: remand, convict, and detainees. The prisoners’ 
first point of contact was at the main gate where they 
should be booked and their entry and escort recorded. 
Then, an escort should take the prisoner to the gate 
lodge where the gatekeeper would receive them. If the 
prisoner was a convict, the gatekeeper would match their 
name with the name on their warrant and read them 
their convictions. Once the prisoner was identified and 
confirmed that their convictions on file were accurate, 
the admission process had begun. Then, the gatekeeper 
would give the escorting officer a jailor’s receipt and 
take the prisoner to another room to be screened. From 
there, the officer would take the prisoner to the reception 
office where further admissions would be made and any 
property on the witness’ person would be booked. 

Under further questioning, he confirmed that the 
procedure was the same at the remand wing and that 
there was a document that recorded the admissions 
process. He explained that the officer escorting the 
prisoner was supposed to carry their jailor’s receipt 
with them throughout the admissions process, leaving a 
carbon copy with the admissions office and bringing the 
original back to their senior officer at the gate. According 
to the witness, this system was designed to ensure that 
that they had delivered the prisoner to the proper place 
and followed procedure. The receipt was supposed to be 
kept with the prison records.

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the witness what was the 
latest time that a prisoner could be admitted to a prison. 
The witness explained that, according to the regulations, 
after seven o´clock all movement ceased and nobody 

was allowed in or out except in the case of a medical 
emergency which required a prisoner to be taken to 
Edward Francis Teaching Small Teaching Hospital, 
formerly known as Royal Victoria Teaching Hospital, 
RVTH. The Deputy Counsel asked if he was saying 
that, apart from being sick, nobody was allowed in or 
out of the prison after 7 PM. The witness responded 
in the affirmative.

Going on, the Deputy Lead Counsel asked the witness 
to describe the standard procedure for releasing a 
prisoner. The witness said that they would normally be 
discharged. He added that normally when somebody 
was convicted, there was likelihood that they would 
have a remission or license34. The witness said 
that the remission was in the hands of the prison 
authorities and was determined based on good 
behaviour. Regarding license, prison officers could 
make recommendations on behalf of prisoners to 
the Ministry. If the Ministry approved the remission, 
the prison officers released the prisoner and handed 
them off to the nearest police station where the now 
former prisoner would be instructed to report for 
parole. 

Explaining for the Commissioners, the Deputy Lead 
Counsel said that what the witness described was 
actually covered under the “Act”35, that officers had 
the authority to recommend a sort of probation by 
pardon for prisoners. The Deputy Lead Counsel 
asked the witness if he ever exercised that authority. 
The witness responded in the affirmative, and said 
they used to exercise it. He explained that prisons, 
like any other institution, were governed by rules that 
dictated what prisoners and officers were allowed 
to do. Both prisoners and officers had a charge 
book and if a prisoner committed an offence, their 
charges would be written into the charge book. The 
chief officers would first hear those cases and if they 
could not resolve the case, the charges would go 
to the witness’ desk. If the situation was above the 
witness’ authority, he would send it to the director 
general’s office for further action. Therefore, the 
witness concluded, it was very important for prisoners 
to avoid being written up in the charge book. If they 

34Remission is the reduction of the term of a prison sentence, usually due to good behaviour or conduct. License is a 
form of parole, with the released person having to follow certain rules and conditions.
35We assume the Deputy Lead Counsel was referring to the Prisons Act.
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He confirmed that those detainees came with neither 
a conviction warrant or a remand warrant. Asked if 
any officers ever attempted to refuse admission for 
a prisoner that was brought without documentation, 
he responded in the negative, adding that if you did, 
“you would have serious problems in those days.”

Shedding light on potential trouble, Lamin Sowe 
explained that if you were only fired from your job, 
you would consider yourself lucky. He then narrated 
that he was not there in 2007 but he was informed 
that one Ebrima Ceesay, formerly a prison officer but 
since transferred to the Drug Squad, once tried to 
reject Lang Tombong Tamba when he was brought 
to the prison by NIA officers or the Junglers. Ebrima 
Ceesay did not want to accept Lang Tambong Tamba 
because it was against their standard procedure. 
He explained that if a prisoner was in a “certain 
standard” you had to ask for his medical papers or 
take him to a hospital before admitting the detainee. 

The witness said that they almost 
shot Ebrima Ceesay and he was 
fired.
The Deputy Lead Counsel asked if it could then be said 
that, out of all the officers, one stood his ground and 
refused to unlawfully admit a detainee and because 
of that was fired from his job. The witness responded 
in the affirmative. The Deputy Lead Counsel said that 
he had already told them that detainees were “treated 
in a special way.” When asked to clarify, Lamin Sowe 
stated that they were kept in the maximum-security 
wing. He explained that they did not have the same 
privileges as the other prisoners. Detainees were 
refused their rights to have visitors and subsequently 
did not have access to food from outside the prison. 
Furthermore, some were even denied the right to go 
to a hospital because “it’s a risk”, he said. 

Moving on to the conditions in the maximum-security 
wing, the witness described them as horrible and 
inhuman. The cells were very small, smelly and the 
bed was a concrete slab. When asked to estimate 
the dimensions of the cell, the witness held his 

could avoid being in the charge book, the witness said, it 
was likely that they would be given remission or license.  

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the witness how many 
categories of prisoner were prescribed by the law. The 
witness said that under the law, there were only two 
categories of prisoner, convicts and remand prisoner 
undergoing a trial. The witness added that it was not like 
this under the previous government. 

Under the previous regime, there were 
prisoners who were brought without a 
warrant. When that happened, prison 
officers were told by that the prisoner 
was being admitted under executive 
directives from the Office of the 
President. 
He further testified that when detainees under executive 
directive were brought to the prison, the officers had no 
right to reject them because if you rejected them “you 
will fall into a problem. All you can do is to admit them… 
some of them you would not even know the offence they 
committed”. Prison officers usually only learned of the 
detainee’s charges after the National Intelligence Agency, 
NIA officers who arrested them left. Then, the detainee 
usually kept in the security wing, was free to say what 
crime the NIA had accused them of. The witness stated 
that they usually arrived with inadequate clothing, were 
not allowed visitation rights, and never went to court. He 
added that you would, “keep them and keep them and 
keep them” until they were given an order to take them to 
court, release them, or, sometimes, the NIA themselves 
came for the detainee. 

When asked if it was lawful to detain those prisoners, the 
witness responded in the negative. He said it was “very 
unlawful” and then asserted that prison wardens had no 
power to stop it because it was above them. He added 
that some of them were there until their clothes wore out 
which were then replaced. The witness also admitted that 
it was unlawful to admit them without documentation. “It 
was unlawful but it was the order of the day”, he said. 
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hands out and measured his arms against the table. 
Continuing, the witness said that the door had a very 
small hole for ventilation and there was a small window 
at the top of the cell. At night the prisoners were given 
a chamber pot where they had to do everything until 
daybreak when detainees were briefly allowed out of their 
cells to clean the chamber pots. He added that in the 
main yard of the prison they had normal toilets.

The Deputy Lead Counsel then asked the witness if 
he could estimate how many prisoners were unlawfully 
detained at the maximum-security wing. The witness said 
that in the past the population of Mile 2 Prison alone was 
over 1,000 prisoners but, to date, the number of prisoners 
had significantly decreased because there were no more 
detainees. The Deputy Lead Counsel asked if the cells 
were used to detaine people as a form of punishment 
and the witness agreed.

Continuing, the Deputy Lead Counsel asked if a particular 
directive or individual administered punishment. 

The witness confirmed all executive 
directives came from Yahya Jammeh. 
He further testified that they received their directives 
from the then Director General David Colley who they 
believed was receiving his directives from Yahya Jammeh. 
In this way, persons were brought in without a committal 
warrant or court order and detained. Furthermore, those 
people were imprisoned without anyone informing their 
family members or giving them access to any form of 
communication with the outside world.  

Moving on to the next issue, the Deputy Lead Counsel 
asked the witness to tell the Commission about torture 
that took place in the prisons. The witness said that 
he heard about it after his reinstatement to the prison 
system in 2016 when then Minister of Interior Mai Fatty 
came to inspect the prisons. The witness said that as 
soon as they entered the security wing, prisoners began 
shouting at them that they were being maltreated by 
then Operations Commissioner Ebrima Jammeh, who 
succeeded the witness when he was dismissed. The 
witness said they experienced the same thing in the yard. 
He explained that they did not make it to the remand 
wing because the Minister was called to go. The witness 

claimed that he personally convinced then Minister 
of Justice Ba Tambadou to see the condition of the 
remand prisoners so that they would at least be able 
to acknowledge the issue. 

Several days later, the police sent an investigation 
team to the prison and took several prison officers 
to Kairaba Station, including Ebrima Jammeh and 
Malang Tamba, to be investigated. Up to date, the 
witness said, they had not been back to work at the 
prison and he thought they had been suspended.

Speaking specifically about the tortures that 
happened in the security wing, Lamin Sowe stated 
that he did not actually witness the torture but he 
“heard” of them. 

He claimed that, based on what he 
heard, prisoners were not actually 
being tortured inside the prison but 
were being taken across the road 
and being tortured behind the new 
administrative headquarters. 
When asked what he meant by administrative 
headquarters, the witness said that he was referring 
to the building that contained the office of the 
director general, the director of admin, commissioner 
in charge of stores, and several other offices. He 
explained that the only offices that had remained 
attached to the prison were those of operations and 
the chief officer. 

He told the Commission that according to the 
prisoners themselves, it was Commissioner Ebrima 
Jammeh and his team who would take them out of 
the prison, highlighting that he (the witness) was not 
part of it because he had been dismissed at the time. 

Regarding prison procedures, the Deputy Lead 
Counsel asked who was allowed to take people out 
of prison. The witness affirmed that it was only police 
officers, drug squad officers, Cadi court people, or 
officers from the high court. The Deputy Lead Counsel 
asked if, then, it was correct to say that it was 
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he would not be aware of them. He said that he 
heard from Sanna’s”36 testimony that one Yahya Jarju 
poisoned his food and he was only saved by another 
prisoner who warned him. However, to his knowledge, 
no inmate had ever had food poisoning from eating 
the prison food. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked if he was saying that 
none of his inmates had been sick with diarrhoea, 
vomiting, or stomach ache. The witness responded 
in the negative, he said that they could be sick but if 
they were, he would not know about it because the 
medical officers were the ones who dealt with sick 
prisoners directly. He explained that he only received 
reports if the medical officers needed his help to get 
supplies for a specific patient. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked if they were 
not supposed to report to him on a daily basis, 
as commissioner of operations and the witness 
responded in the negative. He said that the way 
they operated was that all of the junior officers and 
officer in charges were answerable to the chief officer 
who was answerable to the superintendent of the 
yard. The latter fed him information, which he then 
relayed to the Office of the DG. The witness said 
that, sometimes, when his subordinates felt as if 
they could handle a problem at their level, they might 
not tell him that something happened. The Deputy 
Lead Counsel replied that after looking at the prison 
rules and regulations and the Prisons Act, she would 
have presumed that everything that happened in 
the prisons would reported to the commissioner of 
operations at some point. The witness said that it 
should be reported. He then said something about 
the officers having responsibilities and other work 
and then trailed off. He claimed that sometimes he 
personally walked around the prison cells so that 
prisoners could speak to him. 

Next, the Deputy Lead Counsel asked to discuss 
the “dead cow incident”. Lamin Sowe testified that 
he was in South Sudan when the dead cow incident 
occurred, adding that the matter was in court when 
he returned and was presided over by Justice Kayode 
with the case being between Musa Susso and David 

unlawful for the NIA officers or the Junglers to enter the 
prison and remove persons. The witness replied that it 
was very unlawful. The Deputy Lead Counsel pointed out 
that they were still given the right to enter. The witness 
claimed that he personally never met them but said that 
if such persons were given the right to take detainees, 
it was given out of fear. He said that if you rejected their 
requests, they might possibly “blow your head” adding 
that David Colley was aware of the directives that allowed 
the Junglers or NIA officers to enter the prison. When 
such directives reached David Colley, he passed them on 
to the officers. The witness claimed they had no choice 
but to comply with the orders.

Moving on, to the quality of food served in the prisoners, 
Lamin Sowe described the food as not previously good. 
He said that the food the prisoners complained about 
most was the pap, which they said, “gave them problems.” 
The witness testified that the pap, which was served in 
the morning, was always made the previous night and 
left on the stove, unrefrigerated. The morning cook would 
mix water in with the pap and serve it. The pap, which 
was bad in quality and poor in nutrition, resulted in a lot 
of sickness including beriberi. He said that there was an 
officer in charge of the cookhouse and he would be able 
to explain it in greater detail than him. 

Continuing, the Deputy Lead Counsel asked him how 
they selected inmates to cook. The witness said that 
they were selected from their cells. He testified that he 
did not know exactly how it was done and suggested 
again that they ask the officers from the cookhouse. He 
added that he remembered one time in which they had a 
problem inside the cookhouse. The then Deputy Director 
of prisons Mr. Jarra went to the main yard and asked 
the inmates who had first hand knowledge of cooking. 
According to the witness, one Lamin Sanyang had worked 
as a cook at a hotel once so he was chosen to work in 
the kitchen. The food somewhat improved because then 
Lamin Sanyang could at least give other kitchen workers 
some training. 

Asked if there were any issues with poisoning within the 
prison, the witness said it was possible, but he was not 
aware of any. He claimed that as the commissioner of 
operations, if things were not brought to his attention, 

36The witness was probably referring to Sanna Sabally, former member of the Junta who was detained at Mile 2 
Prison. See TRRC Digest Edition 4, pages 63-74.
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Colley. He explained that Musa Susso has since become 
the Deputy Governor of the West Coast region and had 
once been a Member of Parliament, MP for Kombo 
North as well as being a former inmate at Mile 2 Prison. 
According to the witness, David Colley fed inmates meat 
from a bull that had already been dead for one or two 
days before it was served as food. The meat made some 
prisoners sick and the witness heard that some had even 
died. The witness said that this is what triggered Musa 
Susso, who was a prisoner at the time, “to be annoyed 
about the whole issue” and take David Colley to court. 
The witness could not say how many people died in the 
incident but agreed it was poisoning. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel concluded 
that then they could say that prisoners 
not only died from beriberi, or bad food 
but it could also be said that prisoners 
died from poisoned food.
Moving on to the medical treatment of prisoners, Lamin 
Sowe attested that the prison collected medicine from 
the Central Medical Store like any other clinic or health 
centre in The Gambia. He said that sometimes the 
medicine they requested was not available at the Central 
Medical Store. At this point, the Deputy Lead Counsel 
asked the witness to please speak first about the 
procedures they were supposed to follow if an inmate 
was sick. The witness said that if an inmate in one of 
the larger cells in the main yard was not feeling well, they 
would first contact the mess boy, who was an inmate 
who was given a little bit of authority to care for the cell. 
When a prisoner informed the mess boy that they were ill, 
it was their job to alert a nearby on-duty officer. Then, it 
would be that officer’s job to inform the officer in-charge, 
who would either make sure the prisoner was brought to 
the clinic or send for a medic to examine the prisoner in 
their cell. The witness said that if the medical issue could 
not be treated at the prison clinic, they would refer the 
prisoner to the Edward Francis Small Teaching Hospital.

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the witness if there 
were specific medical officers who were allowed to enter 
and treat inmates in the prisons. The witness responded 
in the affirmative. He said they had officers who were 

trained as medical staff though they were “not very 
qualified.” They could give basic care and basic 
medication. He stated that there were doctors who 
made weekly rounds to check on prisoners and make 
recommendations to prison medical staff about 
referring them to the hospital. 

However, he revealed that detainees in the maximum-
security wing did not enjoy the same privileges as 
the other prisoners. He added that it was always 
difficult to deal with them because even as an officer 
you “felt fear” dealing with them. If you were not 
cautious, you could get into trouble. Going on, he 
said that medical officers could then only give them 
basic medicine and first aid available in the prison. 
He said that if you were not cautious and referred 
them to the Edward Francis Small Teaching Hospital 
you would have a problem. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked how prison officers 
assisted detainees when they were sick. The witness 
said that if a detainee was sick, the prison medics 
would do what they could for them. If the prisoners 
needed outside medical attention, prison medics 
would need clearance from the top, meaning the 
director general and the Office of the President. As 
an example, the witness told the Commission about 
a time when one Lang Tombong Tamba was sick 
and was taken to the Edward Francis Small Teaching 
Hospital. The witness said that he was at home 
when this happened and David Colley called him and 
instructed him to go to the hospital, speak to the 
doctors, and arrange the discharge of Lang Tombong 
Tamba back to the prison. The witness said this was 
a very difficult request because Lang Tombong Tamba 
knew him and his family. 

When he went to the hospital, the witness said he 
had to see how he could best negotiate with the 
doctors. They asked the witness if Lang Tombong 
Tamba could be put into a larger cell where the prison 
medical staff could record his blood pressure every 
thirty minutes and give them records in the morning. 
The witness said that they could bring him to the 
infirmary. They kept Lang Tombong Tamba in the 
infirmary and the witness ordered a medical officer 
to stay with him throughout the night.
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After breaking for the day and reconvening, the Deputy 
Lead Counsel reopened the testimony by asking the 
witness to describe the roles and responsibilities 
that he held. He said that he was responsible for 
the admission and discharge of prisoners as well 
as signing visiting passes for convicted prisoners. 
The witness was also responsible for making sure 
the officer in charge had enough men on the ground, 
especially for outside escorts. Additionally, he was 
responsible for dealing with problems that the various 
unit heads were unable to manage at their level of 
authority. He explained that officers were supposed 
to report those problems to him and if he could not 
manage the situation himself, the witness would 
forward the information to the office of the director 
general. 

In regards to the discipline of both prisoners and 
officers, the witness said that both parties were 
governed by specific rules and regulations. The 
witness said that if an officer violated the rules, 
he would be charged by the chief officers. If they 
could not settle it, they would forward the matter 
to the witness who could forward it to the office 
of the DG for further action. The witness said that 
the same system applied to the inmates who also 
had their charge-book. If they had problems among 
themselves or with officers, they were also charged 
by chief officers, who would settle the matter through 
the chain of command as previously described.  The 
Deputy Lead Counsel asked if it was safe to say that 
he held an important position at the prison. The 
witness responded in the affirmative. When asked, 
the witness agreed that he reported only to the 
director general. 

After going briefly through his professional career 
within the prisons system, the stated that it was 
part of his job to receive detainees anytime he was 
ordered to do so by the DG, even if the order came 
when he was off-duty. According to the witness, he 
had to receive those detainees and instruct the 
officers on the ground to put them in their cells. He 
further stated that he followed up on the executive 
directives that had been issued, which he believe 
came straight from Yahya Jammeh through David 

The Deputy Lead Counsel said that the witness had 
said that it was difficult for him because he and Lang 
Tombong Tamba knew each other. However, she would 
have thought that it was difficult because Lang Tombong 
Tamba was actually sick and needed to be in the hospital 
for care. The witness said that the orders came from the 
Office of the President, therefore he had no choice in the 
matter. He said he tried to guard himself very well so he 
did not have a confrontation with the doctor. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel said that she 
was sorry to say it but it appeared to 
her as if people were more concerned 
with following directives than with 
human rights. The witness agreed. 
He said that in those days, if you wanted to look at the 
human rights aspect too much you would have a problem, 
as everybody feared Yahya Jammeh. The Deputy Lead 
Counsel replied that it was therefore correct to say that 
detainees did not have a right to obtain medical attention 
when they were very sick. The witness clarified they could 
have medical attention in the prison but referring them 
outside of the prison was something different. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel said that the lives of detainees 
were then dependent on the decisions being made by 
either Junglers or the NIA officers because unless they 
came in to direct it, nobody could support the detainees 
with any issues they had in prison. The witness said that 
was exactly right. He said when the Junglers came, “they 
were coming very unfriendly”. He added that everybody 
in those days was scared, everybody was very careful 
of themselves, and they came armed when the prison 
officers themselves were unarmed. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked if it was correct to say 
that those detainees were afraid for their lives and also 
afraid to take the medication that was being administered 
to them in the prisons. The witness responded in the 
affirmative. He said that some of them did not even want 
to be taken to the hospital because they did not know 
what would happen to them there. The witness claimed 
that some detainees actually felt safer in the prison cells 
than when they went out.
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Colley. In their senior officer meetings, David Colley would 
tell them that the President had called him or that he 
spoke to the “big man” and say he was not happy with 
“A, B, C. etc.” 

Lamin Sowe claimed that he never refused to accept any 
detainees because then his life would be in danger. He 
added that when the Junglers and NIA officers came, 
they sometimes arrived in unmarked vehicles and did 
not always tell you their names. They were armed so 
he did what he had to do. In regards to the executive 
directives, the witness said that he thought the directives 
were only given verbally because they never received any 
written directives from the Office of the President. All 
the executive directives he received came through the 
words of David Colley. The Deputy Lead Counsel asked 
the witness if he was aware that according to the Act 
all directives must be written down. The witness added 
that if you did refuse a detainee it was possible that they 
might think that you were collaborating with that detainee 
or you were part of the coup, and that might endanger 
your life. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the witness why he was 
asked to be present when they were admitting detainees 
to the prison. The witness testified that, in most cases, 
when they were coming with a detainee, they would call 
David Colley who would inform him. The witness would 
then drive to his office where the Junglers or NIA officers 
would meet him. The admissions process would be 
conducted in his office then they would leave. When they 
left, the witness said he would take it up on himself to 
“control the detainees a little bit”, before he ordered the 
officers to put them in the security wing. 

The witness denied there was a particular team of officers 
within the prison that worked on receiving and detaining 
the detainees. He explained that they used the officers 
on duty, but as the commissioner of operations he was 
always ordered by David Colley to receive the detainees 
when they were brought in. He admitted that they knew 
their actions were illegal but justified them by saying it 
was the order of the day again claiming that he had to do 
it for his own safety.  

Moving forward, the Deputy Lead Counsel asked if 
there were any efforts to connect detainees with their 
families. The witness responded in the negative. 
He said they did not try to inform family members 
of detainees that they were in prison because 
they could get in trouble if they did. He added that 
sometimes people came to the gate asking if certain 
people or family members had been detained. The 
witness said that they would not help them or speak 
to them because nobody trusted anybody and you 
could never know where people were getting their 
information from or who was sending information to 
the top. Therefore, everyone was working for his own 
safety.  

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked if it was true that 
when detainees were brought in, they were admitted 
incommunicado, kept in such a way that no one knew 
who they were. The witness said that they did not 
know when the detainees were arrested, they were 
just “keepers”. The witness then gave the examples 
of how Baba Leigh was at Bambadinka in Jeshwang 
without his knowledge. He added that he only found 
out when Baba Leigh was about to be released.

When asked if detainees were allowed to receive 
necessities, as mandated by the Prisons Act, the 
witness said that no matter what category of prisoner 
you were, you would be given a mattress, blanket, 
and a mosquito net. The Deputy Lead Counsel said 
that they had evidence that even those basic items 
he had mentioned were not always provided to 
detainees or other prisoners. The witness said that 
it could be the case from 1994. 

He said it was possible because 
sometimes detainees were brought 
in with specific directions, like they 
should remain handcuffed and they 
dared not to say no to that.
The Deputy Lead Counsel followed up by asking what, 
if any actions, he or other officers took to assist family 
members and detainees to connect with each other, 
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He said prisoners started saying outright that they 
were being tortured when a minister came to survey 
the prisons. They told the minister that they were 
being taken to the Prison Headquarters and tortured 
there. He named then Commissioner of Operations 
Ebrima Jammeh, Chief Officer Malang Tamba as 
being involved in the tortures. 

Giving more details about Ebrima Jammeh, Lamin 
Sowe testified that he was from Foni Jarra and that 
he knew Ebrima Jammeh’s older brother, who had 
passed away. He said that he also knew they were 
related to the Jammeh Kunda family from Kanilai in 
some way or another. When asked if he knew how 
long Ebrima Jammeh served for as an officer in the 
prisons, the witness said he did not know but he 
knew that he was Ebrima Jammeh’s senior. When 
asked how Ebrima Jammeh rose in rank, the witness 
responded he could not exactly remember but Ebrima 
Jammeh rose through the ranks up to the level of 
commissioner.

The witness then confirmed that Ebrima Jammeh was 
the man who people referred to as “Chief Torturer.” 
He explained it was because the prisoners said that 
Ebrima Jammeh usually gave the directives to officers 
to take them out of their cells and torture them. 
The witness said that one prisoner – Falu Ceesay, a 
Senegalese prison tailor - told him about it in detail. 
One day, Falu Ceesay told him that things got bad 
after he (the witness) left and that he was tortured 
so badly that he had to be hospitalised. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked him what specific 
forms of torture were used on prisoners. The witness 
said that Falu Ceesay told him that the prisoners 
were beaten with hosepipes. He added that he 
could not speak to the impact that might have had 
on their bodies. He suggested that the prisoners 
themselves could reveal more about how they 
suffered. The Deputy Lead Counsel then asked the 
witness if any prisoners ever told him about deaths 
that occurred because of torture. The witness said 
that he had heard that one prisoner died but he could 
not remember his name. The Deputy Lead Counsel 

especially if contacted directly by a family member. The 
witness said that was “a little bit complicated” but he 
could say that sometimes prison officers would “use their 
means” to inform family members that their relatives had 
been detained. He said they would ask family members 
not to make it known where they got their information. They 
would send messages. Furthermore, The Gambia was a 
very small country and so it was likely that officers might 
know the detainee who had been dragged into prison or 
at least know someone in their family. The witness said 
that in those circumstances one might feel that they had 
to do something to help that person secretly. 

Next, the Deputy Lead Counsel moved on to the topic 
of torture in the prisons. She stated that the witness 
had said that, as operations commissioner, everybody 
reported to him. The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the 
witness to describe any incidents of torture that he was 
aware of while he was an officer. She asked the witness if 
he was aware of any torture that took place before he took 
over for Commissioner Jammeh in 2016. The witness 
said it could have happened but not to his knowledge. 

Continuing, the witness said that as part of the handover 
process he did a walk-through of the prison with then 
Commissioner of Operations Ebrima Jammeh. The 
witness said that during those rounds he was not happy, 
as he saw lots of prisoners were jubilating, chanting, 
shouting, and insulting Ebrima Jammeh. The witness 
said he did the same rounds with Ebrima Jammeh at 
Jeshwang. When he had completed those tours, he met 
with David Colley and said that he was not happy with 
the things he saw. He told David Colley that when he 
was coming back to the prison, his family members had 
warned him not to do it, adding that the prisoners were 
very unhappy with Ebrima Jammeh. He said that based 
on what he saw on the ground, he thought they needed 
to change their footsteps. He told David Colley that prior 
to his dismissal, he had given a directive to the late 
Wharf Kujabi37, the medic in charge, to give prisoners a 
monthly prescription of tea, milk, and sugar, but to his 
understanding, Ebrima Jammeh had confiscated the 
prescription. He added that he did not know at the time 
that prisoners were being tortured.

37Sometimes reported as Walf Kujabi in the media.
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asked him if it could be Ebrima Joof. The witness agreed 
that could be it. He stated that he was at home when it 
happened. The Deputy Lead Counsel asked if it could be 
Lamarana Jallow. The witness also confirmed that could 
be true. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel stated that 
the Commission had evidence that 
those two men had died as a result of 
being tortured in prison. 
The witness conceded that could be the case, he would 
not dispute it because Falu Ceesay told him that even he 
could have died from the torture. Falu Ceesay added that 
he had to have a back and forth with the officers to be 
able to stay in the hospital and receive more care.  

Discussing what happened when a prisoner died in prison, 
the witness said that when a prisoner died in prison, 
first, the officer in charge would contact the medical unit 
that would then send an officer to check on the prisoner. 
Once the medical officer was satisfied that the prisoner 
was dead, they would evacuate the prisoner from the 
cell, take them to the clinic, and from there they would 
put the prisoner in the ambulance to be transported to 
the Edward Francis Teaching Hospital as BID (brought 
in dead). From there, the medics took over and either 
brought the body into a post mortem exam or signed an 
affidavit with the family. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel told the witness she wanted to 
take him back a little. She asked the witness to remember 
that they had already talked about overcrowding in the 
prison; they had talked about the fact that from 5 o’clock 
until 7 in the morning, prisoners were locked in their cells. 
The witness agreed. The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the 
witness what would happen in the instance that, in an 
overcrowded prison, where prisoners are laying on top 
of each other, and it is extremely hot, a prisoner dies at 
9 o’ clock at night after they have already been locked 
in38. The witness said that when prisoners were locked 
up, there was always a “locking up officer” (a senior 
principle officer who controlled the keys) on duty that was 
responsible for dealing with issues inside the cells. In 
the case of a prisoner death after lock down, the locking 

up officer would be in charge of opening the cell so 
that the problem could be addressed. The witness 
said he assumed that if there was a locking up officer 
on duty that they would act according to their duties.

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked if there was a time 
that prisoners had to stay with dead inmates until 
morning when they were taken out. The witness said, 
not in his presence, but when he was off the system, 
and at home on that particular day, the late Bakary 
Wharf Kujabi called him and informed him that there 
was a serious problem in Mile 2 Prison. He explained 
to the witness that a prisoner died inside the cells 
and because the then Director General David Colley 
had ordered them to lock the infirmary where the 
prisoners had their medication so the prisoners 
refused for the dead body to leave the prisons. The 
Deputy Lead Counsel concluded that it was then 
safe to say that there had been several instances of 
prisoners having to spend the night in company of a 
recently deceased prisoner. The witness conceded 
that he knew about that one instance but he had not 
witnessed any such incidents personally. 

Referring to the witness’ statement, the Deputy Lead 
Counsel said the witness had mentioned that the 
prisons were used to dehumanise prisoners. She 
asked the witness to shed light on that issue. The 
witness said that, for example, he did not like the way 
detainees were brought in and out of the prisons. 
He said that he did not have a problem with the way 
that convicts or remand prisoners were brought in 
because they came through a court of law. However, 
sometimes when the detainees came, their charges 
seemed very disingenuous. “But what could you do? 
That was the order of the day”, he said.

Then, the Deputy Lead Counsel asked if he would 
agree that the conditions of the prison were not fit 
for humans. The witness agreed. He explained that 
even if you looked at just the geographical location 
of the central prisons they were not built in a good 
place for a human being to live. He asserted, even at 
the time of his testimony, they were having problems 
in the remand wing at Mile 2 Prison: the cells were 
very small, it was overcrowded and it was “not 

38The Deputy Lead Counsel noted that they had evidence for all of the conditions mentioned in that scenario. 
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When the witness gave him the roll, 
containing the number of juvenile 
inmates under his custody, Bora 
Colley immediately asked him, “Why 
don’t you take them for labour?” 
The witness laughed and said that those inmates 
were young offenders in the juvenile system and they 
were not there for labour. The witness showed Bora 
Colley the “Juvenile Manual” and explained to him 
that he was not well versed in juvenile systems but 
he was trying to understand the rules. He said that 
juvenile inmates were only supposed to water the 
garden and then go to the classroom for lessons. 
A few days later, the witness got a call from Mile 2 
Headquarters asking him to report for a meeting the 
next day in the juvenile wing. 

The witness told the Commission that when he got 
to the juvenile wing the next morning, people started 
coming up to him and told him that they were also 
supposed to go to a meeting at Mile 2 Headquarters. 
Upon arriving at Mile 2 Headquarters, he got out of 
his vehicle and surveyed his surroundings, then told 
Bakary Wharf Kujabi, who rode with him, that it was 
not going to be a normal meeting. When Bakary Wharf 
Kujabi asked him how he knew that, the witness 
replied he could see NIA officers on the ground. 
Lamin Sowe was dubious, adding that he suspected 
they were there for a reason but Bakary Wharf Kujabi 
insisted that it would be a normal meeting and even 
speculated that it would be about the building of a 
new clinic that had recently been granted funding. 

The witness narrated he did not speak much, he 
was just told that some officers had been dismissed 
from the prison service and that they would need 
to cooperate with the investigators. The witness 
suggested to Bora Colley that they should have 
the officers who had been dismissed do a proper 
handover of their positions. Bora Colley agreed.

After the handover, many of the officers were put onto 
a minibus with the NIA to take them to their houses 
and collect their uniforms before being brought back 

conducive.” The witness said that they tried to improve 
the cells with big ceiling wall fans but it was still not the 
“least conducive”. The witness added that he did not like 
to go there much because the conditions were bad and 
he could not do anything about them. The witness said 
that the worst part was that the remand wing was on the 
Banjul Highway and therefore was at risk of trucks or cars 
crashing into it and causing casualties. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel then stated that she wanted 
to turn the testimony a bit to the witness himself. She 
asked him to tell them why he was dismissed at one 
point during his career. The witness explained that 
when he came back from his peacekeeping mission in 
Sudan, he was very happy because he had learned a 
lot of things in the UN system and he was coming home 
with a strong recommendation certificate from the UN 
Police Commissioner. When he came home, there were 
some changes: David Colley was moved to the Ministry 
of Interior and former Brigadier General Bora Colley39 had 
been installed as the director general of prisons. 

The witness said that when Bora Colley conducted his 
first rounds to see the prison facility for himself, he 
immediately started work. The witness said that he went 
to his office the next day to go and brief him as the acting 
commissioner of operations, and to emphasise that the 
way the prison operated was completely different from 
how the military operated. The Deputy Lead Counsel why 
he brought that difference to Bora Colley’s attention. The 
witness said that it was because Bora Colley had never 
been a prison officer before; he had only been a military 
officer. After the conversation, the witness went back to 
his office. Two days later he received a call telling him to 
hand over his keys to an officer from Jeshwang Prison 
named Lamin Faal.

Lamin Sowe said that when Lamin Faal came for the 
handover of power they walked the prison grounds 
together as was customary. The next day the witness 
moved to the adult wing in Jeshwang. He was there for 
about two weeks until he received a memo that said that 
he was being moved to the juvenile wing. He went there, 
and served as the focal person for the joint operations 
centre. One day, the witness went to the headquarters to 
deliver a briefing to Bora Colley. 

39Bora Colley has also been identified as a member of the death squad team- the Junglers- and has been accused of 
participating in gross human rights violations including extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances.
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for further investigation. The witness did not know why 
they had been dismissed. The witness requested that 
he be able to drive his own vehicle; the NIA officers told 
him he could drive, but an NIA officer would escort him. 
After handing over the juvenile wing to Badou Jeng, the 
witness drove home, accompanied by the NIA escort. 
At his house, he removed his uniform, put on civilian 
clothes, packed all his other uniforms into a bag and 
gave them to the NIA officer. Before he left, the witness 
told his wife that he was dismissed and he was going 
but he had not done anything. He also told his wife that 
if anyone came around asking for money, she should 
not give them anything, as he had no debts. He said he 
earned the money he had through his own hard work. 
That, the witness affirmed, was how they left for the NIA 
Headquarters. 

When the witness arrived at the NIA Headquarters, it was 
close to midday. They were taken to a big hall where all of 
them were seated. They called the witness first because 
he was the senior most member out of the other officers. 
They asked him if he had been to Pakaliba to see a 
particular marabout, an old man called Mr. Darboe. The 
witness narrated that when they started to question him, 
he got very annoyed and he refused to write a statement. 
He said that he told them they could take him around 
and shoot him if they wanted but he was not going to say 
anything because he had not done anything. When asked 
how long he spent at the NIA, the witness replied they 
were there until midnight. 

The witness said that before they moved on, he wanted 
to tell them that the NIA officers brought an old friend 
of his from his service in Darfur, Sukuta Jammeh, who 
talked to the witness and tried to convince him to answer 
the NIA’s questions. The witness confessed he agreed to 
talk to the NIA after speaking to his friend because he 
had high regard for him. The witness said he told the NIA 
that he had never been to Pakaliba and did not know the 
old man they were talking about. 

Moving on, the witness narrated that around midnight, 
the NIA officers told him and the others that they had 
been granted bail. The witness called his brothers to bail 
him out, one of which lived all the way out in Farato. At 
this point, the witness seemed to become emotional for a 

moment and had to pause. The Deputy Lead Counsel 
asked him if he was okay. The witness responded in 
the affirmative. 

Continuing, the witness revealed his older brother, 
Agib Bah, bailed him out. The witness said that when 
his brothers arrived his older brother was in a panic. 
He asked the witness if he had been involved in a 
coup or if he owed money to the government. The 
witness told him he had not. After being bailed out he 
was told to report back the next morning at 8 o’clock. 
When asked what happened when he reported back 
the next day, the witness stated that the NIA officers 
would ask him all sorts of questions, they even asked 
him why he brought rice with him from home to warm 
up in the office and eat. The witness said that he told 
the NIA officers that it was his choice and, personally, 
he did not like bread very much. 

When asked, the witness said that they were not 
charged with any offences but, as the senior most 
member of the group, he was forced to return to the 
NIA for more questioning on numerous occasions. 
Often, they would make him sit for the entire day 
and would not tell him anything. In the end, he was 
never charged. He stated that sometimes they would 
ask all the officers to come at once; sometimes they 
had him come by himself. The witness said that 
this continued on for a while until, one day, he and 
the other former prison service officers were told to 
dress very neatly and come to the NIA. They thought 
that this was going to be the end of their ordeal with 
the NIA. Yet, when they got there, they were all taken 
into a room and “snapped”40. When they asked the 
NIA if that was the reason why they were told to dress 
neatly, the NIA said yes and told them to go home. 

Lamin Sowe testified that that was the end of the 
matter until 2013 when they were told that they 
had been reinstated and should report back to 
work. However, the witness added, before they were 
reinstated, one of their fellow officers died. The 
Deputy Lead Counsel asked the witness if he was 
saying that they were unaware of the reason for their 
dismissal even after 2013. The witness responded 
in the affirmative. The Deputy Lead Counsel asked 

40We believe the witness meant “photographed”.
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the witness said they had been requested at the NIA. 
He assured David Colley that he thought that the 
issue was probably about him (the witness) because 
his colleagues had received their dismissals already. 

Lamin Sowe testified that when they arrived at 
the NIA Headquarters, the witness found all of his 
colleagues there. The then NIA Director Yankuba 
Badjie called them into his office and gave them 
their dismissal letters which said that they had been 
dismissed by executive order from the Office of the 
President. When asked, the witness clarified that 
David Colley was not dismissed from his position. 
When they were given their letters, then Minister of 
Interior Yankuba Sonko spoke up and said they did 
not know why the officers had been dismissed but 
that he and the other administrative heads should 
take it upon themselves to try to sort out the issue. 
Then, they were told to hand over their ID cards and 
passports to the NIA. When asked why they had to 
hand in their passports, the witness said that it was 
probably so that they would not be able to leave the 
country. The Deputy Lead Counsel asked if any of 
them had service passports. The witness he could 
not say - he only had an ordinary passport. 

The witness stated that the letter contained no 
information. He added that when he was at home, 
people informed him that David Colley was telling 
different stories about him. He affirmed the dismissal 
was very painful for him. He also conveyed that that 
he was heavily monitored after being dismissed. He 
said that he had to run away from his first compound 
and only came home late at night. 

He said that he ran away because 
every time he called his wife she said 
she saw people monitoring them. 
Then, Lamin Sowe told a story about visiting Landing 
Jarju in Brikama after they had all been let go of their 
positions. While they were brewing attaya together 
at Landing Jarju’s compound, they were suddenly 
surrounded by drug enforcement officers who asked 
them if they had any information about a cannabis 

if he was reinstated in 2013 and dismissed again later. 
The witness stated this was correct. The Deputy Lead 
Counsel asked him to narrate his second dismissal. 

The witness explained that they were dismissed again 
in 2015. He said this was when he accompanied the 
President on a tour around the country, which prison 
officers did at the time. It was customary for the President 
to select senior security officers from various institutions 
to follow him. When asked how many security officers 
left their post for the tour, the witness said it was the 
former Deputy Inspector General, DIG Modou Sowe (now 
the commissioner at North Bank), General Sillah Kujabi 
from the military, Colonel Arthur Gomez, Alagie Conteh 
from the Gambia Revenue Authority, GRA, Jim Drammeh 
from the Drug Law Enforcement Agency, Gibril Nying 
from the Fire and Rescue Services, Landing Jarju from 
the Gambian Immigration Department, and also himself. 
They went on tour with Yahya Jammeh for at least two 
weeks and sometimes the tours were longer because 
Yahya Jammeh would change the itinerary of the tour.

Continuing, the witness explained that during the 
aforementioned tour, there was a day when they were 
supposed to have a meeting in Brufut. On the day that 
they were supposed to travel, the witness went to Banjul 
to await the departure of the caravan. While he was 
waiting, he started receiving calls. First, Gibril Nying from 
the Fire and Rescue Services contacted him. He told 
the witness that he had been dismissed. The witness 
was very surprised and when he asked what the problem 
was, Gibril Nying told him it was not just him- they had 
all been relieved. Soon, Landing Jarju and Alagie Conteh 
called him and told him they had been dismissed. Then, 
Musa Dibba from the NIA told the witness that he had 
been told to report to the NIA himself. Then, the late 
Louis Gomez of the NIA called him. He asked the witness 
where he was and said that he had been trying to reach 
David Colley all morning. 

The witness said that he told Louis Gomez where he was 
and then Louis Gomez asked him to pick up David Colley 
who had been reinstated in the meantime and come to the 
NIA Headquarters. The witness agreed to do it. He went 
to Mile 2 Prison and told David Colley what was going on. 
The witness said that David Colley looked panicked when 
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tree that was growing a few metres from them. The 
witness grew very angry but Landing Jarju calmed him 
down. The drug squad officer took them to the Brikama 
Police Station. Fortunately for the witness, one of the 
officers, one Tamsir, recognised him and told them to go 
home.

Moving on, the witness told the Commission that he 
was reinstated in 2016 after the Independent Electoral 
Commission, IEC had already declared the change in 
government. The Deputy Lead Counsel then thanked the 
witness for his testimony. 

The Chairman then opened the floor to questions from 
the Commissioners.  

Commissioner Kinteh said that they were aware that 
detainees were usually seriously tortured when they 
were brought to the NIA. He asked the witness what he 
observed about the physical state of detainees when 
they were initially brought or returned to Mile 2 Prison 
by the Junglers or NIA agents. The witness replied that 
you could never know exactly what happened to them 
because the Junglers or NIA officers did not let prison 
officers accompany those detainees. He said that he 
could speak to one instance in which he received the 
“30th attack detainees41.” The witness said that they 
had obviously been tortured and added that one of them 
was his elder brother. He reiterated that one did not dare 
ask questions in the presence of NIA officers or Junglers 
because you would be in danger, so you would only ask 
them what happened after those other officers left.  

Commissioner Kinteh then asked if there were any other 
instances when he received tortured people from the NIA 
at Mile 2 Prison. The witness conceded there may have 
been other instances and added that he was only called 
to receive detainees. When the NIA or Junglers wanted to 
take someone that was already detained for questioning, 
they could just come into the prison and get them 
whenever they wanted. They did not need the witness to 
let that person out of the prison. Commissioner Kinteh 
said that they had evidence that detainees were usually 
seriously tortured before being admitted to the prison and 
the witness had said earlier that he was always present 

for the admission of new detainees. Commissioner 
Kinteh argued that citing only one example was an 
inadequate explanation. The witness said it was 
the only example he could cite because most of the 
detainees he received were civilians and he did not 
think that they would torture civilians.

Commissioner Kinteh stated that previous evidence 
had shown that he and David Colley worked closely 
together and that David Colley worked closely with 
Yahya Jammeh. He asked the witness why he was so 
special to David Colley. The witness claimed that the 
reasons were best known to David Colley and said 
he only he acted as a guard at his compound until he 
was promoted to corporal and then sent back to the 
office. He said that sometimes David Colley asked 
him to accompany him on various trips and errands. 
He would go with David Colley where he wanted to go 
but he was not invited inside to the places they went. 

Commissioner Jones asked the witness to clarify 
which classes of prisoners were tortured in the 
prison. The witness replied there were convicts, 
detainees, etc. He added that sometimes those 
prisoners were both physically and psychologically 
tortured. 

He argued that an incident in which 
ex-Commissioner of Operations 

Ebrima Jammeh took the 
Ramadan provisions from all of the 

Muslim prisoners was a form of 
psychological torture. 

Being more specific, the Commissioner said she 
was asking who was taken across the road to the 
Prison Headquarters to be tortured. The witness 
said that the ones who complained about it to him 
were convict prisoners. Regarding deaths in prison, 
the Commissioner said that prisoners told them 
that some prisoners had died and were buried in 
the prisoner yard. The witness averred he could not 
speak to that. 

41We believe the witness was referring to detainees arrested in suspicion of being connected to a coup attempt, which 
took place on 30th December 2014.
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prisoners and officers to wash hands frequently. 
They also had thermometers for each of the prisons 
to check temperatures. Then, Commissioner Kah 
asked the witness if he thought that rehabilitation 
programmes in the juvenile wing actually prepared 
young offenders to re-enter society. The witness said 
that they were making a new classroom block for 
their school lessons. He said that they were working 
on a vocational program and aftercare program for 
young convicts. 

Lamin Sowe concluded his testimony by thanking the 
TRRC and also Allah for having him speak before the 
Commission. He also thanked his parents and family. 
He asserted that when they talked about prison 
reform, they must look at three things, the prisoners, 
the officers, and the facilities. 

He affirmed that the prisons 
department was one of the most 
dilapidated departments in the 

country and it had been left behind, 
used only as a policing centre. 

He said that he had heard that millions had been 
given towards prison renovation but they had not 
actually seen the funding. 

He stated the public had a stigma against prison 
wardens but most people had not gone to see the 
conditions themselves. He said that he thought that 
they needed to put all hands on deck to see how 
they could change the prisons. He added that he had 
researched how other prisons were in other countries 
and they were completely different than that which 
existed in The Gambia. Furthermore, their escort 
process, of putting convicts in the back of a pickup, 
was very risky for officers. He praised the current 
director general because he was doing what he could 
to make some changes. He asked people to come 
with their ideas to improve the prisons and they 
would look at the ideas and see how they might work. 

Then Commissioner Jones asked the witness if they had 
different guidelines for the admission of prisoners based 
on sex. The witness responded in the affirmative, he said 
that was why they had a female wing and a juvenile justice 
wing. The witness explained that only the female prison 
wing officers handled female convicts. The Commissioner 
asked what the protocol would be if a mother was brought 
in with a child. Lamin Sowe said that they would contact 
the social welfare and usually the child was not kept with 
the mother in the prisons but taken to a place in Bakoteh 
where they had an apartment for the mother and child to 
stay under the guard of female wardens. 

In response to Commissioner Imam Jallow, the witness 
stated that the toilets in the prisons were still not in 
a good condition. The prisons in The Gambia are very 
dilapidated as those are the same building built from 
the colonial times. In response to another question from 
Imam Jallow, he then explained that their medical staff 
was trained but not up to the standards of a medical 
doctor.

Commissioner Kah said that he was aware that it was 
difficult for prison officers to take good care of prisoners 
if their working conditions were difficult. He asked the 
witness to describe the working conditions for prison 
service officers. The witness replied that the welfare of 
the prison wardens was not up to standard and argued 
that they were marginalised. He said they felt left out in 
institutional and structural reforms. He added that their 
job was also very risky. He urged that the welfare of prison 
wardens be looked into in order to serve as motivation. 

Commissioner Kah asked the witness if the prisons 
were prepared for the COVID-19 pandemic, considering 
the overcrowding. Lamin Sowe responded that they were 
trying their best in the prisons and the government tried 
to help by informing them of the dangers of the disease 
as well as decongesting the prison yard. However, they 
still had a problem with overcrowding in the remand 
wing. He recommended they decongest the remand 
wing by giving reasonable bail terms to prisoners and 
continue processing cases after COVID-19. He added 
that they had detergent buckets everywhere and advised 
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Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary arrest

Yahya Jammeh

Arbitrary detention

Yahya Jammeh, David Colley, Lamin Sowe (the witness)

Torture (of inmates)

Malang Tamba, Ebrima Jammeh

Denial of medical treatment

David Colley

Food poisoning

David Colley

Cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment

Yahya Jammeh, David Colley
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WITNESS NAME: Fanta SANNEH

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 10th June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Conditions within the prisons

POSITION DURING THE EVENT (S): Medical unit officer 
in the Gambian Prison System

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Officer in the medical unit 
at Mile 2 Prison

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Officer in charge 
of the medical unit at Mile 2 Prison

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY: 

Fanta Sanneh told the Commission that she was born in 
1979 in Pirang village, Gambia, completed her secondary 
education in 1998 and took a job in “the prison” in 
2003.  She explained that she was trained for about 
eight months and when asked what the training entailed, 
she responded “the normal drill, they would teach you 
about the Act and that is all.” After her training, the 
witness was assigned to the front gate of the prison as 
the gatekeeper, keeping records of movements of guards 
and inmates in and out of the prison. She remained in 
that position at the main gate from 2003 to 2005 when 
she was instructed to go to the hospital for a training 
course. 

At the Royal Victoria Teaching Hospital, RVTH42, the 
witness was trained in the basics of nursing and she 
was taught by doctors and qualified nurses. She learned 
about early patient care and first aid and after six months, 
underwent practical evaluations and exams, which she 
passed.

Counsel Singhateh pointed out that that nursing school 
typically lasted for three years in The Gambia but the 
witness’ training only lasted for around eight months. 
When asked if she thought that her training was sufficient, 
the witness responded in the affirmative. She said it was 
sufficient because she was only supposed to provide 
very basic health care. After her training was completed, 
the witness returned to work in the prison system.

In terms of her responsibilities as a medic, the witness 
said that she was in charge of treating minor health 

problems and complaints. Specifically, she commonly 
treated malaria, fever, and lower abdominal pain, 
just to name a few. When asked to describe the 
medical unit, the witness said there were about nine 
personnel. She said that the unit was commanded by 
Commissioner Buba Jatta but she did not know what 
qualifications he possessed. The Counsel asked the 
witness if, as far as she knew, the other members 
of the medical unit possessed any medical training. 
She responded in the negative. 

The Counsel asked the witness if 
anyone in the unit was a qualified 
nurse or doctor and she responded 
“not at all”.
Describing how the medical unit operated, Fanta 
Sanneh said the unit had an infirmary where they 
treated patients. The inmates who were discharged 
at the hospital would continue recovery in the ward 
and any inmate that complained of being sick was 
taken to the prison infirmary by an officer. Prisoners 
that were deemed to have recovered were taken back 
to their cells. When asked who the usual patients 
were, the witness said that her patients came from 
all three of the inmate categories, detainee, convict, 
and remand. According to Fanta Sanneh, common 
complaints included, headache, fever, abdominal 
pain, diarrhoea, etc. The Counsel asked the witness 
what the chief medical complaint was among 
prisoners. She said that they often complained of 
general body pain. 

42The RVTH later became the Edward Francis Small Teaching Hospital.
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In regards to the availability of medication, the witness 
stated they did not always have the medication that 
patients needed - sometimes, but not always. The Counsel 
asked the witness how often the proper medications 
were available and she replied that they had monthly 
restocking of medicine. As a result, medication was 
usually available at the beginning of the month and scarce 
towards the end of the month. In response, the Counsel 
told the witness that the TRRC had evidence that the 
only medication available at the prison was paracetamol. 
The witness said that could be true, as paracetamol 
was a commonly requested drug by the prisoners. The 
Counsel then pointed out that, by her own logic, if that 
were true then paracetamol would be scarcer because 
it was frequently requested from medical supplies. The 
witness responded that it depended on if you ordered it 
ahead of time. She argued that you could order larger 
amounts of that medicine at the beginning of the month 
to make sure it was available. The Counsel said that the 
TRRC had received evidence from the director general 
of prisons that there was usually a chronic shortage of 
medication at the prison infirmary. When asked about 
this charge, the witness said, “That is very true.” 

 Continuing, the Counsel asked if, considering the 
medication shortages, the prisoners could usually 
access the medications that they were prescribed. The 
witness said that they would not have all of them and 
added that even main hospitals did not always have 
the medications. She explained that they dealt with the 
problem by calling the family members of inmates to ask 
them to pick up prescription papers and buy the drugs 
that their relative needed. She later stated that if the 
government had supplied everything the prison needed, 
the prisoners would not have lacked for anything. She 
added that supply shortages continued to be a problem 
in the prison system at the time of the testimony. 

When the Counsel asked the witness what happened 
when they checked an inmate into the infirmary and 
then discovered that they did not have the resources 
or medical knowledge to provide essential treatment 
for them, she explained that they would be taken to the 
main hospital immediately based on the referral made by 
prison medics. 

The Counsel told the witness that there were 
allegations that prisoners had been denied necessary 
medical care. To this, Fanta Sanneh emphasised, 
“That could be true.” The Counsel highlighted that 
there was a difference between “could be” and “it 
is true.” She asserted that the witness must be 
specific when answering questions. When asked 
again, the witness said the allegations were true but 
that it was a “rare thing.” Asked to give examples of 
such instances, she said she could only remember 
it happening once. In that instance, she said that a 
patient named Seedy Jaiteh was recommended to go 
to the hospital by the commander of the medical unit 
but the request was denied. 

After some probing, the witness 
admitted that he was denied medical 
treatment because they wished to 
conceal the fact that he had been 
detained at the prison. 
According to the witness, Seedy Jaiteh was a 
detainee, meaning that he was a political prisoner 
brought without a warrant to the prison. The Counsel 
asked if they did not want people to see the prisoner 
because he had been detained without a warrant. 
She said, “exactly.” The Counsel asked who her 
commander was and she replied that it was the 
late Wharf Kujabi. When asked, the witness said 
that then Director General David Colley and the then 
operations commander denied Seedy Jaiteh medical 
treatment. She could not recall exactly who the 
operations commander was but she thought it was 
Ebrima Jammeh and that this incident occurred in 
2016.

In regards to the RVTH, the witness said the medical 
unit had a good relationship with the hospital that 
continued to the time of the testimony and the RVTH 
would treat anyone that the prison referred to them. 
She said that those inmates would receive their 
necessary treatments. Continuing on, the Counsel 
told the witness that they had evidence that one 
of the chief medical issues among inmates was a 
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disease called beriberi. The witness said that it was 
true and that beriberi was common in the prisons. She 
explained that it is a disease caused by poor nutrition 
and that patients with beriberi had generalised oedema, 
swollen legs and loss of skin elasticity. When asked, the 
witness said that if they caught the disease early, they 
would treat it by asking the kitchen to give that inmate 
a special diet. The Counsel then pointed out that there 
was evidence that the diet in the prisons was extremely 
poor and that it was the cause of beriberi amongst the 
inmates.

When asked to describe the special diet, the witness 
said that it was “high protein.” She said that she could 
not speak to how the diet always was. She added that 
when she took over as the officer in charge, it became 
her job to make recommendations about specialty diets, 
but when she was only a private in the medical unit it 
was not her responsibility and medical recommendations 
were made by her superiors. When asked who made 
those decisions, the witness said that they were made 
by whoever was “in charge.” 

Asked if she was stationed at Mile 2 Prison throughout 
the entirety of her career, she explained that after 
completing training, she worked at Mile 2 Prison again 
before she transferred to Jeshwang Prison in 2008. 
Then, in 2009 she was transferred to MacCarthy Prison, 
also called Janjanbureh, where she worked for one year 
and three months. The witness said that she then “came 
back,” in late 2011 before she was enlisted to join a 
mission for “Darfur missions, exams, and other things.” 
She said that she left for Sudan in 2013 and returned to 
The Gambia in 2015. 

Looking further into the medical problems at Mile 2 
Prison, the Counsel asked Fanta Sanneh if she received 
any other peculiar complaints from inmates during that 
time. The witness responded in the negative. Returning 
to the subject of beriberi, the Counsel asked the witness 
how long patients were usually afflicted with the disease. 
The witness stated that every illness depends on your 
body’s immune system. She claimed that if you have a 
strong immune system you could have a speedy recovery 
but, “if your body was weak it could definitely disturb you 
and could cause loss of life”. 

The witness testified that she saw 
around three inmates die of beriberi. 
As a result, the medical unit raised some concerns 
about beriberi but they left it in the hands of their 
superiors. The witness said that she could not be 
sure if their concerns about beriberi ever really made 
it to the ears of the superiors in the prison because 
she was a junior officer and did not have much 
contact with them. The Counsel then pointed out that 
if she and her unit had to meet with superior officers 
on a regular basis, they would have been able to talk 
about it with them then. The witness said that was 
true, she added that although they spoke about it 
with their immediate superiors, she was never sure 
how far the information got or if it reached the ears of 
officials who had the power to make changes. 

Then, considering that beriberi was a disease of 
malnutrition, the Counsel asked if authorities did 
anything about to improve the diet of prisoners 
during her career. The witness said that she could 
not say. The Counsel said that Fanta Sanneh was a 
prison officer, she must have known about the diet 
of prison officers. The witness said she did not work 
in the stores or the kitchen. She added that she did 
see them serving food to the prisoners but it was 
not her area of responsibility so she did not pay 
close attention to it. When asked how she perceived 
the food, the witness said she did not stand by the 
prisoners. The Counsel pointed out that she saw the 
food. She responded in the affirmative, but continued 
to assert that it was rare for her to go to the kitchen. 
However, according to the witness, the inmates 
complained that the food “was not delicious and 
was not good.” She explained to the Commission 
that it was not her responsibility to pass on that 
information to any higher authorities aside to her 
direct superior officer because in the prison service 
there was a chain of command and it was not her 
position to jump ahead in the chain of command to 
make complaints. Beyond her immediate supervisor, 
she did not know what happened to any information 
about the food that she may have passed on. 
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Continuing, the Counsel pointed out that she served in 
a very small unit, which would have made it so that the 
distinctions between junior and senior staff where not 
as strong and it was possible to be more familiar with 
your superior. Fanta Sanneh admitted that was true but 
they did not concern themselves with the duties of their 
superiors as they had other jobs to do. The Counsel then 
asked if, from 2007-2008 before leaving her job in the 
infirmary, any significant improvements were made to 
address inmate complaints and common illnesses in the 
prison. The witness responded in the negative. 

When Fanta Sanneh was transferred to Jeshwang, she 
said she had the same duties in the medical unit of 
Jeshwang as at Mile 2 Prison. When asked, she stated 
that there were few differences between how the medical 
units operated at Mile 2 and Jeshwang. However, the 
witness also testified that they did not have a proper 
medical area at Jeshwang and would treat patients under 
a tree outside. Patients at Jeshwang were also sometimes 
referred to the medical unit at Mile 2 Prison. In addition, 
the medical unit at Jeshwang took their supplies from 
Mile 2 Prison when it was restocked. When asked why 
they sometimes referred Jeshwang inmates to Mile 2, 
the witness stated that it was to make sure that they 
could receive proper treatment and be referred to RVTH 
if necessary. The Counsel asked the witness what the 
difference in treatment was between Jeshwang and Mile 
2 Prison. She replied that there was no difference; the 
reason they were referred to Mile 2 Prison was so that 
the inmate could be transferred to RVTH if necessary. 

Regarding the kinds of medical complaints they received 
from prisoners at Jeshwang, Fanta explained that they 
were the same complaints as those at Mile 2 Prison. In 
regards to beriberi, the witness stated this illness was 
less prevalent at Jeshwang, she speculated that the food 
could be better at Jeshwang because there were less 
people there than at Mile 2. 

Discussing her time at MacCarthy, the witness explained 
that she would begin her day by creating a “sick report,” 
or list of sick inmates and passing that list on to an 
officer. The inmates on the list were then referred to a 
local health centre. Clarifying, the Counsel asked the 
witness if the inmates then had more access to hospital 
care than those at Mile 2 Prison or Jeshwang. The 

witness responded in the affirmative: inmates at 
MacCarthy Prison were referred to the health centre 
for all medical complaints. During her time there, she 
did not recall any complaints of beriberi. The Counsel 
then asked if the diet of prisoners was different at 
MacCarthy Prison than at Mile 2 and Jeshwang. The 
witness responded in the negative, she stated that 
she believed the menu at the prisons was the same. 
When asked if the food was better at MacCarthy, she 
said that she did not know because the food was 
served “behind” and female officers were forbidden 
from going there. 

Regarding the denial of medical treatment, the 
witness said that she observed an incident  (that she 
mentioned much earlier) around 2016. Upon further 
questioning, Fanta Sanneh revealed that she once 
treated some inmates who had sustained bruises on 
their back. The inmates came to her complaining of 
general body pain and bruises on their back claiming 
they had been beaten but the injuries were not 
serious. The injured prisoners were Makodou (other 
names not given) and Lamin Jah. 

The witness initially said that she 
did not know who beat the prisoners 
but she later said that the prisoners 
told her then Chief Superintendent 
Ebrima Jammeh and others beat 
them. 
She then described the condition of the inmates 
when they came to the medical unit as not bad 
because they were sitting there chatting. 

Asked if prison officers were allowed to beat up 
prisoners, the witness claimed not to know because 
those were operational matters. The Counsel said 
that although those may be operational matters, the 
witness would be familiar with the Prisons Act. Asked 
again and the witness responded in the negative. 
She stated that there were punishments attached 
to every bad thing they do but beatings were not 
in the Act. The Counsel said that, in that case, it 
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was unlawful for those prison officers to beat those 
inmates. The witness agreed. When asked if anything 
was done about those unlawful beatings, she said she 
did not know because they were operational matters. 
The Counsel countered that though they may have been 
operational matters a prison is a small community and, 
like in a village, there is always information circulating 
and people usually have information about what is going 
on. The witness still asserted that she did not know 
about what happened after the incident. Apart from the 
aforementioned incident, she stated that she did not 
know of other, similar incidents. 

In regards to deaths of inmates, the Counsel said that 
she had a list of names of deaths that occurred in prison 
during the witness’ time there and would read names of 
inmates who died in custody. She asked her to speak 
to any that she had been aware of. When the Counsel 
mentioned the death of Ebrima Joof, who died from 
injuries sustained by Chief Kalilu Sanneh stomping on 
his ribs, the witness stated that she heard about it from 
the TRRC but could not remember anything about it. The 
Counsel asked the witness if she was saying that, as 
a prison officer and medical staff, she heard nothing 
about the death of Ebrima Joof in Mile 2 Prison in 2015. 
The witness said it could have happened while she was 
in Sudan or in the period in which she was on leave. 
The Counsel argued that, even if the incidents occurred 
while the witness was on leave, she would have heard 
about them through gossip in the prisons. The witness 
affirmed that she heard nothing about it. The Counsel 
asked the witness if she knew anything about the death 
of Lamarana Jallow, which also occurred in 2015. She 
said she could not remember it. The Counsel said that 
Lamarana Jallow died after getting into an altercation with 
a colleague, which led to his torture by prison officers 
and subsequent death. The witness said she could not 
remember anything about it. 

The Counsel said that she would go through the list. 
She the witness if she was aware of the death of Solo 
Koroma and the witness said she was. She explained 
that when Solo Koroma arrived at the prison, he was 
complaining of severe headaches and dizziness. The 
Counsel revealed that after investigations it was alleged 
that Solo Koroma was brought to RVTH after he was 

already dead. The witness denied the allegation. She 
explained that Solo Koroma had been complaining of 
those symptoms and they had tried to treat him. One 
day a junior officer reported to her that Solo Koroma 
was so sick that he could not even stand and so she 
asked for immediate referral to the hospital and Solo 
Koroma was sent to the hospital. 

The Counsel then asked the witness what her rank 
was in 2016. She said that she was an inspector and 
at the time her superior had moved to Jeshwang so 
she took over as the head of the medical unit making 
her the officer in charge of the Medical Unit at Mile 
2 Prison. The Counsel said that this would mean 
that she would then have been privy to first-hand 
information within the prison. The witness responded 
in the affirmative. 

Continuing down the list, the Counsel asked the 
witness what she knew about the death of Madi 
Jabbi in 2016. Fanta Sanneh stated that Madi Jabbi 
died of generalised oedema or beriberi. She then 
said that Madi Jabbi was referred to the hospital with 
generalised oedema and she could not say that he 
died of beriberi because she was not a doctor. The 
Counsel said that she could state that he died of 
beriberi. She asked the witness again if he died of 
beriberi and she replied that she did not know but he 
was admitted at the hospital. 

The Counsel asked if, then, beriberi was still a 
prevalent problem in 2016. The witness said they 
did still have cases and when asked what she tried 
to do about the problem of beriberi in the prison 
as the officer in charge of the medical unit, she 
responded that she just tried for them to be fine. 
She admitted that that if she suspected a case, 
she would only make an immediate referral to the 
hospital. She did not raise any concerns about the 
diet of prisoners though she knew inmates were 
suffering from beriberi as a result of their diet. She 
excused her failure to do anything about it because it 
had “been prevailing there for long” and she did not 
see her superiors saying anything so she focused on 
restoring their health by rushing them to the hospital. 
She stated that whenever she suspected a case, she 
took immediate action. 
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Regarding the death of Bakary Daffeh, the witness 
recalled that he also showed the same symptoms as 
those of Madi Jabbi. The Counsel then returned to the 
beating incident of Makodou and Lamin Jah. The witness 
testified that she was heading the medical unit at the 
time the two men came in for treatment. When asked if 
she was present at the time they were being tortured, 
the witness responded in the negative. According to 
Fanta Sanneh, no medical staff was present at the time 
of the incident. 

The Counsel asked the witness if 
she was aware that section 65 of 
the Prisons Act required that a 
prison medic be present when prison 
guards are administering corporal 
punishment. The witness responded, 
“yeah, well that is not taking place.” 
Digging into the specifics of the rules, the Counsel asked 
the Chairman if she could read that particular provision 
of the law. The Chairman said that Counsel could go 
ahead but added that he felt bewildered and puzzled that 
the Prisons Act had provisions for corporal punishment. 
Reading from section 65 subsection 4 of the Prisons Act, 
the Counsel revealed that corporal punishment must not 
be meted out without the presence of a medical officer 
and that anyone who had been sentenced to corporal 
punishment must undergo a medical examination to 
ensure that they were physically fit to undergo the corporal 
punishment about to be inflicted on them. The Chairman 
asked what the date to that Act was. The Counsel said 
it was written in 1953 but had been revised several 
times, the latest having been 2008. The Chairman said, 
then the government had the power to beat up people in 
their custody as provided for in the Act and the Counsel 
responded in the affirmative.

Continuing on, the Counsel asked the witness if she was 
aware of that provision in the Prisons Act. She responded 
in the affirmative. The Counsel said that of course the 
witness had stated that earlier that there had never been 

a time when medics were present during an act of 
corporal punishment. The witness agreed. When 
asked about other incidents of corporal punishment, 
Fanta Sanneh replied that  she remembered that of 
Falu Ceesay.

When asked about the incident, the witness said 
Falu Ceesay was talking to a female officer on the 
outside of the gate lodge. Another officer saw the 
conversation take place and took Falu Ceesay to 
another area of the prison while he beat him. The 
witness could not say who had ordered the beating. 
The Counsel asked if it was a crime for an inmate 
to speak to a female prison officer. The witness 
replied that it was not a crime at all. The witness 
stated that she saw Falu Ceesay the following day 
after the beating and he was taken to the hospital. 
The Counsel said, so he was beaten to the point of 
requiring medical treatment. The witness responded 
in the affirmative. When asked about his physical 
appearance. The witness stated that she could not 
remember if he had visible injuries. She said that 
Falu Ceesay came to her after being in the hospital to 
tell her what happened and show her the drugs that 
had been prescribed to him.

According to the witness, there were other incidents 
of people being beaten at the prison but she could 
not recall any names. The Counsel asked her if it 
was common for prison guards to beat up prisoners 
as a form of punishment. The witness responded in 
the affirmative. When asked if senior officials within 
the prison knew about the beatings, she replied that 
she could not say. The Counsel then asked if it was 
a known secret among prison guards that they were 
allowed to beat prisoners. The witness said that 
sometimes no one knew because they would take 
them to a place to be beaten where the witness 
was not. The Counsel asked the witness if prisoners 
discussed their fears about being beaten with her at 
any point. The witness replied that prisoners were 
not secretive and that they would tell people about 
the things that happened to them. She also admitted 
that being in environment with frequent corporal 
punishment put inmates in a state of fear.
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When asked what the main role of a prison officer was in 
respect to those in their custody, the witness said that 
keeping them safe and healthy should be of concern to 
the prison officers. 

The Counsel asked the witness if 
prisoners could feel like they were 
being safeguarded by prison guards if 
they were allowed to be beaten and 
the witness responded, “not at all.” 
In regards to providing medical assistance, the Counsel 
asked the witness how often they were allowed access 
to the doctor, she replied that they could request the 
visiting doctor at any time and make an appointment. The 
Counsel asked how the system worked. The witness said 
that she did not work in the prisons at the time because 
she left for Sudan shortly before the programme started. 
Clarifying, the Counsel asked if it was correct that no 
medical doctors visited the prison before that time. The 
witness yes, “I don’t know. I think they are coming. I’m not 
sure. I can’t remember.”

Fanta Sanneh then denied knowing anything about the 
theft of prisoner’s rations. The Counsel explained that it 
was a well-known secret within the prison system itself, 
of which the witness was a part. The witness claimed she 
would not be aware of those things happening because 
she was in her area of the prison and those events 
took place somewhere else. The Counsel said they had 
received evidence from the director general of prisons, 
Mr. Korta and Mr. Sowe of the same issue of food theft 
in Mile 2 Prison. The Counsel asked the witness if she 
would say that the poor diet could be attributed to theft 
of food and she said it was possible. 

The Counsel asked the witness if she knew one, Musa 
Susso. The witness said she knew him, but did not 
attend to him in the clinic. The Counsel said that they had 
information that Musa Susso was also beaten in prison. 
Fanta Sanneh said she did not hear it or witness it. She 
also stated that she did not know Mballow Kanteh. 

The Counsel asked the witness again if, at any 
point during her time in the medical unit, they had 
a qualified nurse or doctor on staff. The witness 
responded in the negative. When asked, she said 
that prison management was interested in improving 
the training of its medical personnel. The Counsel 
pointed out to the witness that she herself had only 
received six months of training at the start of her 
career in the medical unit but none of the staff were 
trained to be nurses or doctors. The Counsel asked 
if, considering the lack of investment in training, that 
it could be said that prison management was not 
interested in improving the training of its staff and 
therefore the medical treatment of its prisoners. The 
witness disagreed. The Counsel argued that based 
on the evidence that they received, the management 
was never interested in improving the health of 
prisoners because the medical staff themselves 
were not properly trained to attend to the needs of 
the sick prisoners. The witness agreed.

Moving forward, the witness estimated that there 
were five at Mile 2 Prison and together with the others 
at Jeshwang there were nine officers in the medical 
units when she became head of the medical unit. She 
added that others joined the unit but none underwent 
medical training. She added that two of their officers 
did train as lab technicians but she could not say 
how long their training lasted or whether they were 
actually certified as lab technicians. 

Continuing on, the Counsel asked the witness if it 
was true that even when she had returned to Mile 
2 Prison after her time abroad, the training and 
qualifications of the medical unit staff had not 
improved and new members of the unit did not bring 
any advanced knowledge or training with them. The 
witness responded in the affirmative. In regards to 
the medical staff at Mile 2 Prison, they still did not 
have any qualified nurses working in the medical 
unit. She added that the conditions of the infirmary 
remained unchanged aside from the addition of new 
mattresses.
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The Counsel confirmed with the witness 
that, aside from her initial position at 
the prison gate, she had only worked 
in the medical unit during her career 
and that she only received 6 months 
of medical training during her entire 
career. 
Additionally, the Counsel recapped that the witness 
had only testified to two incidents of torture that she 
witnessed or heard of but that she had also agreed that 
corporal punishment was commonplace at Mile 2 Prison. 
The witness agreed. She also agreed that beriberi had 
become less common at Mile 2 Prison than in previous 
years and also agreed that it had formerly been the 
leading cause of death among inmates.  The Counsel 
asked the witness if she had anything else to add. The 
witness responded in the negative. 

At this point, the Counsel concluded their questioning 
and handed over to the Chairman.

Commissioner Bishop Odico asked the witness what 
was in the high-protein diet given to prisoners suffering 
from beriberi. The witness testified that she did know 
exactly how it was prepared but that it was better than 
the normal diet and involved beans, fish, or meat. He 
then asked the witness how they treated injuries inflicted 
by beatings or torture. The witness said that if it was a 
minor injury they would treat it in the clinic but anything 
more serious would be referred to RVTH.

In response to Commissioner Kinteh, the witness said 
that detainees were brought to prison without a warrant 
and so they did not deal with them directly but she 
admitted she treated the injuries of several female 
inmates including Fanta Darboe and Jukuna, adding that 
she saw several other patients who claimed to have been 
tortured but did not have visible injuries. As for the male 
inmates, the witness said she personally removed the 
stitches from “Ousainou,” and treated Lamin Dibba. The 
witness said that many of her junior officers addressed 
those medical complaints. 

Commissioner Jallow asked the witness what would 
be her recommendations to improve the prisons 
based on her many years of experience in the prison 
system. She recommended that they improve the 
medical unit first by building a standard clinic in the 
prisons, which the witness pointed out they did not 
have.

Commissioner Jones asked the witness what the 
most common medical complaints were within the 
prison system. The witness said that because Mile 
2 Prison was surrounded by swamps, malaria fever 
was one of the most common complaints. When 
asked, the witness said that they did not have 
adequate medical supplies to treat patients and 
that the problem had persisted from before the 
witness began her career. Commissioner Jones then 
asked the witness if she felt like there was a lack 
of communication supervision between the medical 
unit and the kitchen in regards to dietary needs and 
recommendations. The witness said, not at all, and 
that they had no control of the menu. Commissioner 
Jones then asked if there had been improvements 
in the prison system from 2017 to the time of the 
hearing. The witness said that the problems with 
beriberi had improved significantly. She argued that 
medical care had improved in general at Mile 2 Prison 
as well as the conditions at Janjanbureh.

Chairman Sise asked the witness if she knew of any 
specific people who had been involved in the torture 
of inmates. The witness stated that she was only 
aware of “Tamba43” and Ebrima Jammeh but could 
not name anyone else in the group. The witness said 
“they ended up forming a group” but she could not 
say how the group came about it. 

Commisioner Kah asked the witness if she would 
be interested in having opportunities to further her 
professional training as a medic through the school 
of nursing or something similar and the witness 
responded in the affirmative. 

In her closing remarks, Fanta Sanneh stated that 
from the First Republic to date, prisoners were 
suffering and so were prison officers. She said, “All 

43The witness was probably referring to Malang Tamba.
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of us are suffering.” The witness expressed that officers 
and prisoners did not have a conducive environment for 
working or living and that the prison structures themselves 
had been around since the colonial era. She added that 
if you saw the structures you would wonder how a human 
being could live in such an environment, adding that 
because of waste disposal issues, flies were rampant 
and if you were not careful you might accidentally eat one 
because of the way they swarmed the food. 

She told the Commission that prisons were necessary 
but prisons must be up to standards. She mentioned 
the overcrowding, even after a reduction in number of 
prisoners due to the coronavirus pandemic and asked 
the government to do something for the inmates, saying, 
“they are our brothers, they are our sisters.” 

She said that when officials visited the 
prison, they always promised change 
but nothing ever occurred. 
The witness stated that access to medication was still 
extremely limited and she alleged that this year’s funds 
for medical supplies had never been distributed to the 
medical unit even at the time of the hearing. 

Fanta Sanneh reiterated that they were suffering and 
wondered why the prison did not have a budget in 2020. 
She said that they were ordered by judges and court 
orders to improve the prison system but they had no 
budget to do so. She asked for the National Assembly to 
think of the prisoners. She commented that the condition 
of the prison living quarters of the prison officers were in 
horrible and called on the government to help improve 
the living condition of inmates and officers alike. 

She expressed that the justice system itself was also 
problematic and that she saw that there were prisoners 
who had been detained for years waiting for a trial. She 
also stated that congestion problems in the prison were 
also due to the lack of efficiency in the justice system, 
which kept detainees in prison for years without attending 
to their trials. She appealed to the government to build 
new prisons. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Denial of medical treatment (of Seedy Jaiteh)

David Colley

Torture (of inmates)

Ebrima Jammeh, Tamba
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Witnesses testified to the poor living conditions at the prisons with many lamenting the old structures and lack of 
adequate sanitation.
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WITNESS NAME:  Soriba CONDE

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 11th June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Conditions in Mile 2 Prison; 
torture and ill treatment of inmates including the witness; 
the witness’ false testimony against Ensa Badjie

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Inmate in the Gambia 
Prison Service

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Inmate in the Gambia 
Prison Service

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Inmate in the 
Gambia Prison Service

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Soriba Conde44 began his testimony by informing the 
Commission he was born in Conakry, Republic of Guinea, 
in 1973 and came to The Gambia in 1997. At the time 
of his testimony, he said, he was incarcerated at Mile 
2 Prison in the security wing. He said that he had been 
imprisoned in Guinea for one year before he led an 
escape. He was in Mile 2 Prison for a string of burglaries 
of shops in The Gambia in 2007.  He added that he 
had escaped from the police in The Gambia, but he was 
re-apprehended the next day while trying to leave the 
country. He was sentenced to 14 years in prison of which 
he only has 9 months left to serve. When prompted by 
the Lead Counsel, the witness accepted he had led a life 
of crime but said he was a changed man and he wanted 
to speak openly and truthfully about the realities of the 
Gambian penal system. 

The witness told the Commission that prisoners have 
seen donations being given on TV, but that they never 
actually get passed on to them. He said the only time 
that prisoners get to eat meat is around Koriteh, 
Tobaski45 and Christmas when religious organisations 
bring food to the prisons. When the Lead Counsel 
countered that the government ensures that meat is 
brought at least once a week, the witness explained 
that all the inmates received was intestines or bones. 

The witness then accused the 
officers at the prison of stealing 
the meat. 
When David Colley was the director of prisons, he 
added, he heard from the people who slaughtered 
the animals that two of the legs always belonged to 
David Colley and that the meat rarely made its way 
into their meals. 

The witness continued that the food in prison before 
2017 was so poor that many prisoners refused to 
eat it. Those who spent long periods of time in prison 
would try to gather their own ingredients and re-cook 
the food they were given to make it palatable. He 
revealed that since the change in government, the 
chief cook had not been replaced and thus while the 
food was more plentiful now than it had been under 
the previous dispensation, the quality is still severely 
lacking. He added that at one-point women prisoners 
had been brought in to cook and the quality had 
improved, but they were later recalled because it was 
felt the women were unsafe being around the men. 
The witness hedged that the food in Janjanbureh 
Prison was better than what was served at Mile 2 
Prison. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness about the 
quality of the cherreh46 and pap, to which the witness 
responded they would sometimes wash the cherreh 
themselves, then request milk to make it edible. The 
milk comes from relatives on the outside, who since 
the tenure of Commissioner Buba, are allowed to 
bring in small condiments for prisoners. He explained 
that the change in policy under Commissioner Buba 
was in part caused by the large number of prisoners 

44Sometimes referred to as Soriba Conteh by witnesses who testified before the TRRC or Soriba Condeh in the media. The correct 
name and spelling is Soriba Conde.
45Koriteh and Tobaski are the Senegambian words for Eid–al-Fitr and Eid-al-Adah respectively, two of the biggest Muslim celebrations 
of the year in Gambian society.
46Couscous made from steamed millet cereal.
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as the offending officer in relation to one of or both 
of these cases. The officers, he continued were far 
more concerned with prisoners escaping from the 
facility than they are with them dying there. 

When asked about the case of Ebrima Sanyang, 
the witness told the Commission that he was 
ill, narrating how he had once jumped an officer 
identified as Jabbi, and slit his throat with a razor 
blade. The prisoners intervened by assisting Officer 
Jabbi and catching and beating Ebrima Sanyang. 
Ebrima Sanyang was then clasped in hand and leg 
restraints, which were even left on for around two 
years. In order to remove the cuffs, he had to be 
taken out of the prison because the keys no longer 
worked in the lock. The witness added that it was not 
only Ebrima Sanyang who was chained for years at a 
time. He said for some people it was not until 2017 
that their handcuffs were removed, and when Yahya 
Jammeh refused to step down during the impasse47 

and the prison officials wanted to put them back in 
chains, they refused. 

The Lead Counsel then read from the law that 
restraints are permitted for the safe custody of 
prisoners, pointing out that “safe custody” is the 
operative phrase. The witness said that this was not 
followed, and that prisoners were not put in chains 
for their own security. 

Mamadi Manneh, Soriba Conde continued, was from 
Brikamaba and was a schoolteacher, but also might 
have also suffered from mental illness. Mamadi 
Manneh ate a lot of food, including the scraps from 
other prisoners, and developed beriberi. The witness 
said that the officers refused to acknowledge that 
Mamadi Manneh was ill. According to the witness, 
someone with the surname Jallow tried to escort 
Mamadi Manneh to the road, but because his 
affliction prevented him from walking far, he went 
to sit down, at which point the guards fell on him, 
believing he was getting ready to attack him, and 
beat him mercilessly. Instead of being taken to a 
hospital afterwards, he was locked in a cell next to 
the witness. 

who were ill in the prison. He revealed that at one point 
the deputy director general, who he later identified as 
Yahya Jarju, alias Sefla, even instructed that prisoners 
be denied sugar as part of a belief that prisoners should 
have nothing to enjoy. “If you wear the prison jumper they 
look at you as a zero person,” he explained, “the prisoners 
are not respected.”

Soriba Conde then divulged that the food that was 
thrown away by prisoners was collected by staff who give 
it to other officers who then feed it to their pigs. When 
asked about beriberi, the witness explained it was an 
illness caused by contamination of their food due to the 
unhygienic preparation space in the prison. He described 
how the pap would look especially unappetising and said 
those who value their lives did not eat it. Those who 
consume it because they cannot bear the hunger later will 
be afflicted with beriberi. The disease, as he explained it, 
manifests in swollen legs before expanding to the rest of 
the body. The skin also changes and becomes shiny, and 
begins to show craters when pressed.  

Despite being easy to diagnose, the witness continued, 
accessing medical care is very difficult for prisoners. 
The personnel at the clinic provide painkillers regardless 
of the patient’s condition, meaning that most prisoners 
keep their own medications. 

He confirmed that in his opinion, 
the two people he has seen who 

died of beriberi passed away because 
they were not brought to the 

hospital earlier.
The witness then explained that when he reported to the 
prison officers that a fellow prisoner named Mbemba 
Gassama was complaining about stomach problems, the 
officer in charge accused Mbemba Gassama of telling 
lies. Within the hour, Mbemba Gassama had passed 
away. Another inmate named Modou Njie was known to 
have asthma. When he fell down suddenly, the closest 
officer said he was telling lies. Modou Njie never stood 
up again. The witness mentioned the name Buba Fadera 

47The two month period between early December 2016, when Yahya Jammeh refused to step down after 
previously conceding the election, and late January 2017 when he finally fled the country. 
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Mamadi Manneh spent the whole 
day and night shouting. He eventually 
went silent, and on their next change 
of duties, the prison guards opened 

his cell and found him dead. 
When the medic the witness identified as Sanneh came 
to bring him away on the stretcher, the witness said he 
accused the medics of killing Mamadi Manneh.

Alfusainey Bah, the witness continued, also complained 
about stomach pain but was just given painkillers by 
Medic Sanneh. When Alfusainey Bah complained again, 
he was only given more painkillers despite the fact that 
he was in so much pain he was crying. He asked to be 
taken to the hospital, but was not even taken to the clinic 
in the prison. The witness said that this was due to an 
order that those in confinement were not supposed to go 
to the clinic. When asked why, he responded that it was 
believed if people from confinement were taken to clinic 
they would engage in trafficking. Instead, a medic would 
be called to their cell. 

The witness added that when the medics only brought 
more painkillers that evening, Alfusainey Bah threw them 
away and spent the night crying. Around 1 am, another 
medic with the surname Janneh brought Alfusainey Bah 
more medication, but he refused to take it, and began 
insulting the medics. They locked him up again and soon 
after he too passed away.

The Lead Counsel then asked about a man named 
Dennis48. The witness replied that Dennis used to do 
exercises in the doorway but one night after they were 
locked in their cells around 11 pm, he heard Dennis 
knocking on the wall and bowls and basins falling down. 
He tried to communicate with Dennis but received no 
response. He told nearby prisoners to contact the officer 
in charge, but when he arrived he said he did not have 
the key. It was not until 2 am that a doctor and someone 
with the key arrived. 

When the opened the cell, 
Dennis was dead. 

Soriba Conde continued that the senior officers who 
lived nearby were called and Dennis was brought out 
on a stretcher. The prisoners began pounding on their 
doors in protest, and the witness said he poured a 
little water on the ground to mark Dennis’ passing. 
“That night no one went to sleep,” he testified. 
When asked why they were protesting, the witness 
responded that they were furious because they held 
the prison officials responsible for Dennis’ death. 
If they had been able to furnish the key quicker, he 
said, Dennis might not have died. The Lead Counsel 
then confirmed that under the previous regime the 
witness had never seen an inquiry carried out in 
response to the death of a prisoner at Mile 2 Prison. 

On another occasion, the witness continued, a man 
named Malang Sonko who was (and still is) on death 
row was brought out of his cell, handcuffed, beaten, 
and then “sealed,” which the witness explained 
means he was given no opportunity to leave the 
cell. Malang Sonko fell gravely ill and eventually was 
paralyzed. He is still incarcerated, the witness said, 
and has to use crutches to move around. According 
to the witness, after he was called to testify at the 
TRRC, Malang Sonko was told by the people in the 
operations section of the prison that they would 
help him with his medical problems and investigate 
the matter. Malang Sonko retorted that there was 
no need as they were the cause of the problem 
insinuating that they had given the order to beat him. 
The witness told the Commission that when Malang 
Sonko relayed this anecdote, he (the witness) found 
it funny.

“Paralysis is not uncommon, is it,” the Lead Counsel 
asked? The witness responded by listing an ex-
policeman named Lamin Ceesay who died in 2015, 
and Madi Sawaneh and Kebba Jeng as people who 
have been paralyzed while in prison. He added that 
Ebrima Sanyang eventually had to have one of his 
legs amputated after being in chains for so long. 
On the subject of being kept in chains for years, 
he added the names Sarju Jarju, Captain Jobe, BK 
Sanyang, Momodou Njie, and Captain Sowe as well 
as one soldier whose name the witness forgot. 

48We believe the Lead Counsel was referring to Dennis Winter who died in 2011 from beriberi and whose case came 
up in other testimonies.
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They were prevented from going to a hospital or even to 
the medical unit in the prison. Instead, if they needed 
medical attention, a medic from the prison would come 
to visit them. 

Soriba Conde told the Commission that one Friday, 
Officer Manga gave the orders to remove Captain Sowe’s 
handcuffs. However, when the authorities came by on 
the weekend and noticed Captain Sowe was no longer 
in chains, Officer Manga was put in the same cell as 
him. He was imprisoned at Mile 2 Prison for two months 
before being taken to the National Intelligence Agency, 
NIA. The witness said he has not seen the officer since 
then, and it is safe to assume he has lost his job with 
the prison service. 

The Lead Counsel then asked about the beatings and 
torture that prisoners endure, to which the witness 
responded that he himself has been beaten in prison. 
He said the first name came with “Vision 2016,” which 
refers to an edict, apparently from the Office of the 
President, read to the prisoners by a man named Ebrima 
Jammeh. The witness later told the Commission that he 
understood that Ebrima Jammeh was from Bakau and 
related somehow to Yahya Jammeh’s mother. 

Upon further questioning, the witness 
confirmed that he took this edict to 
mean “the new rule was that anyone 
who tried to play with the President, 
the vultures will consume you.” 
The witness then elaborated that the beatings actually 
began before the so-called “Vision 2016.” He cited an 
officer with the surname Baldeh who was stretched on a 
table and flogged until his buttocks were swollen. After 
confirming that it was an officer who had been beaten, 
the witness testified that the beating was carried out by 
the aforementioned Ebrima Jammeh, who is also known 
as Chief Torturer.

The witness told the Commission that the first time he 
was beaten was in relation to some cannabis that was 
found in the main yard. After beating and interrogating 

Lamin Jah, Makodo, Pa Sillah and Sekou Minteh, the 
guards then came for him around dusk on a Thursday 
and “sealed” him in a cell over the weekend. On 
Monday morning, two men named Fadera and Keita 
handcuffed him, put a hood over his head, and took 
him to their headquarters. Once they arrived, he said 
he recognised E. Jammeh’s49 voice and called out 
his name, much to the officer’s surprise. The witness 
was told his name had been mentioned by Lamin Jah 
in connection to the cannabis. Despite the witness’ 
protests, he was then stretched over the table and 
struck countless times until his torturers were tired. 
He was then taken off the table and water poured 
on him to prevent him from fainting. He added that 
inmates named Stanley, Terry, Omar Jallow and Anabi 
Jammeh were assaulted in a similar manner. 

The Lead Counsel then read from the Prisons Act, 
which legislates that prisoners may be punished with 
a maximum of 12 strokes for offences. However, he 
also added that the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, ICCPR50 forbids corporal punishment 
anywhere. Chairman Sise chimed in that he was 
shocked and horrified to know this that corporal 
punishment was still in the Prisons Act despite a 
series of amendments51. The Lead Counsel pointed 
out that despite the legality of corporal punishment, 
what the witness described still went far beyond what 
was allowed under Gambian law. 

Soriba Conde then recounted the second time he 
was beaten. This incident, he said, started when 
Lamin Jah was “sealed” after protesting the death 
of another prisoner in his cell, which the witness 
alluded was a result of negligence. When Ebrima 
Jammeh found Lamin Jah outside of confinement, he 
began to harangue him, at which point the witness 
stepped in and told Ebrima Jammeh to let Lamin Jah 
be. After Ebrima Jammeh threathened him, people 
the witness identified as Joe NIA, Colley, A person 
called Junta, and a man he pointed out at the front 
of the audience at the TRRC, took him to a room he 
later said was Ebrima Jammeh’s office. Soriba Conde 
told the Commission that at that point he would 
rather commit suicide than be tortured. 

49The witness later clarified that he was referring to Ebrima Jammeh.
50The Gambia ratified the ICCPR in 1979.
51The Act was written 1953 and amended a few times (1960 and 1963). The last amendment was in 2018.
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When the Lead Counsel challenged 
him on this, Soriba Conde responded 
“Counsel that beating is not a beating 
that is peaceful. Someone who drinks 
alcohol and gets drunk and then comes 
to beat you?! And in the midst of that 
beating, there would be no single 
person who will beg for them to forgive 
you.” 
The witness continued narrating that instead of enduring 
the beating, he tried to injure himself by cutting his chest 
with an iron bar. When the Lead Counsel asked again if 
he was just pretending, the witness offered an anecdote 
about an inmate named Grand Njie, who he said had 
been injected by a man named James and then taken 
to a hospital where the doctor said that he had come 
close to death. Grand Njie had also attempted suicide, 
the witness said. He explained that at that time, for a lot 
of the inmates, it was better to die than live under those 
conditions. In regard to his own case, he continued, he 
still has the scars from his self-inflicted wound. 

Returning to the story of the second time he was beaten, 
the witness told the Commission that on the way to 
Ebrima Jammeh’s office, Officer Colley52 took sympathy 
on him and loosened his handcuffs. However, when 
Ebrima Jammeh saw the cuffs had been loosened he 
berated Colley and then retightened the handcuffs. When 
the Lead Counsel asked if Ebrima Jammeh was also 
known as “Sefla,” the witness corrected him that Sefla 
was Yahya Jarju, and according to the witness, was even 
“more wicked” than Ebrima Jammeh. Asked, the witness 
revealed that Yahya Jarju is said to be from Abuko but is 
originally from Faraba. 

After his handcuffs were retightened, his belongings were 
taken to a solidary cell as he waited in Ebrima Jammeh’s 
office. He attested that he later came to understand 
that he had been cuffed and moved because the prison 
officers wanted to conduct a raid. He believes that he was 
separated from his fellow inmates because the officers 
were worried that he would lead resistance to the raid. 

Then a man the witness called Chief Superintendent 
Omar came with a number of other unidentified 
men. They then held him to the ground while he was 
again beaten with many strokes. He said that when 
he asked Ebrima Jammeh had he had done, he was 
told that unless he confessed, the beatings would 
continue. After two or three rounds, he was then 
taken to confinement.  

However, he continued, the other inmates still 
resisted the raid launched by the prison officers, so 
they ended up calling in the Police Intervention Unit, 
PIU to help control the inmates. The witness did not 
explicitly spell out the role the PIU officers played in 
the raid, but he did say that a number of prisoners 
were held and beaten and one man by the name 
of Modou Lamin Ndow ended up losing hearing in 
one year. Other prisoners were forced to lie on the 
floor while prison officers walked on their backs. A 
number of prisoners were transferred to Jeshwang 
and Janjanbureh prisons.

Soriba Conde told the Commission that the next day, 
men he identified as Jawo, Makalo, and Tamba came 
to his cell and handcuffed him. He was taken out 
behind the confinement area, sat on the ground, and 
had his mouth stuffed with sand while his arms here 
held. He was then beaten by Malang Tamba. They 
then removed the sand from his mouth and asked 
what he did, to which he replied “nothing.” They 
took him back to the confinement area and then 
brought out Lamin Jah. The Lead Counsel added that 
according to his written statement, he was beaten 
until he was unconscious. Soriba Conde responded 
that this was the last time he was beaten.

Upon further questioning he disclosed that his last 
beating coincided with the arrival of the United 
Democratic Party, UDP officials such as Ousainou 
Darboe, in Mile 2 Prison. The Lead Counsel then 
clarified that the witness was beaten three times 
since he has been incarcerated in Mile 2 Prison. 
Soriba Conde added that the first time, which was 
also carried out by Ebrima Jammeh and his group, he 
lost some of his teeth. He concluded that beatings 
are commonplace at Mile 2 Prison. 

52Not to be confused with David Colley, the former Director of Prisons.
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The Lead Counsel then asked about Baba Jobe. The 
witness said they met in prison in 2007 and they used 
to play draughts together. He told the Commission that 
Baba Jobe refused prison food because he believed he 
was being poisoned, and thus he was the one who helped 
him get food to stay alive. When asked how he got food 
for Baba Jobe, the witness said he had a contact with the 
surname Sonko who was a dishwasher in the main yard 
who would scrape the food from the cooking pots and 
then throw it in a bundle over the fence. When the Lead 
Counsel pushed again about what Baba Jobe did with the 
food he was given, the witness responded that he could 
not recall exactly. The Lead Counsel revealed that they 
had been given information that the person who Baba 
Jobe gave his food to eventually died. The witness said he 
truly could not recall what happened beyond Baba Jobe 
refusing food because he believed people were trying to 
poison him. “He knew that the people with whom he had 
a problem would not allow him get out alive.”

Moving on, Soriba Conde told the Commission that he 
participated in a hunger strike to protest the death of 
Dennis. In response, the prison authorities said they 
would confiscate their television sets. He said that many 
of the organisers of the strikes have since died. Some, 
he said, which were death row inmates were selected for 
execution in 201153, when David (Colley) had been moved 
to the Ministry of Interior as an advisor and Bora Colley 
was brought in to replace him. The witness then specified 
that David was the one who had done the selection. 

When asked how to describe Mile 
2 Prison for someone who does not 
know the prison, Soriba Conde replied 
simply, “Mile 2 is not a prison. It’s a 
concentration camp.” 

The Lead Counsel thus ended his questioning and turned 
it over to the Commissioners. In response to a question 
from Commissioner Jones, the witness explained that 
inmates were never given documents that made them 
aware of their rights, and that medics were never 
present during the beatings and tortures. Responding 

to Commissioner Kah, the witness said he was not 
aware if religious rites were performed for people 
who died in prison. Regarding life after prison, he 
said that he did not participate in the skills training 
programme because he did not feel comfortable 
being built up by the same people who had made 
him suffer. 

Replying to the Deputy Chairperson, the witness 
revealed that Ebrima Sanyang has since died, and 
that after his (the witness) beatings in prison he did 
not go to the clinic and instead relied on medicine 
he procured from outside the prison. He also said in 
order to contact the officer in charge when they are in 
their cells, they have to call out with their voices and 
it takes a long time for them to appear. 

The Lead Counsel then interjected to raise the issue 
of the witness’ testimony against Ensa Badjie, alias 
Jesus. The witness confirmed that he did testify 
against Ensa Badjie, but that the evidence he gave 
was false. He explained that the plan was hatched by 
Numo Kujabi and Pa Harry Jammeh54 at the NIA and 
the chief prosecutor, one Nigerian named Kenken55. 
According to the witness, they first tried to involve 
someone named Tony, but he refused and was taken 
to Bambadinka56 and beaten. They then called Soriba 
Conde and told him to implicate Ensa Badjie as one 
of their collaborators in the burglary. He added that 
he was under a lot of pressure from the NIA officials 
and feared for his life. Responding to a question 
from Chairman Sise, the Lead Counsel pointed out 
the fact that Soriba Conde gave false testimony in 
the case against Ensa Badjie was only coming out 
now. 

Imam Kah then took the floor and asked the 
witness what his message was for other Gambians, 
especially the youth. The witness responded by 
pleading with Gambians to follow the laws of the 
country. In response to questioning from Imam Sey, 
the witness revealed that he was married when he 
was first incarcerated in The Gambia, and that he 
has one child who is currently in Guinea. He asserted 
that he is now a changed man, pointing out that he 
has come before the TRRC and spoken the truth. 

53The Lead Counsel mentioned 2011 as the year the death row inmates were executed but they were in fact unlawfully 
executed in 2012.
54In his testimony given before the TRRC on 13th November 2019, Ensa Badjie implicated “Ben” Benedict Jammeh.
55The name was unclear.
56Bambadinka was a secret detention facility where people were held incommunicado.
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After clarifying that there is no qualified doctor at Mile 
2 Prison, the witness said that the woman who testified 
the day before57 had in his opinion helped a number of 
inmates by helping them acquire medications. When 
Commissioner Samba asked about when the witness 
swore on the Quran during the case against Ensa Badjie, 
he side-stepped the question and instead said even the 
prosecutor in the case was aware of his false testimony 
and in fact had been the one who coached him through 
the process. He added that Lamin Senghore, alias 
Assassin, was the officer who took him to a particular 
room in the court to discuss with the prosecutor. When 
pressed again about swearing on the Quran, the witness 
pointed out that in the case of his testimony before the 
TRRC, he has not been threatened in any way and his 
testimony is truthful. He said even before his testimony, 
he had mentioned to officers in the prison system that his 
testimony against Ensa Badjie was false and asked for 
forgiveness. “I don’t see the benefit of lying here today,” 
he said. “That was why even the lies I told before I have 
clarified it to you.”

Commissioner Bishop Odico then asked the witness what 
he desired for his life after prison, to which he responded 
he wanted to either be engaged in business or return to 
driving. He said he would not revert to a life of crime, 
saying that he feels God’s love and wants to love himself 
as well. 

In his concluding remarks, the witness appealed on 
behalf of inmates who have been imprisoned for a long 
time. He said most regret their actions and deserved 
more assistance and a second chance. He also asked 
the government to help those in prison who suffer from 
mental illness. He also wanted to clarify that not all 
prison officers are bad people, and that in fact many 
are good. He requested that they be given more training 
so they can do their jobs better. Singling out Director 
Ansumana Manneh, the witness said they know he is not 
a bad person from their experience in confinement when 
he was their boss, and asked the authorities to do more 
to support him. 

He also referenced Aunty Rose who he said was an 
incredible director, pointing out that she had the bakery 
built at Mile 2 Prison, did not interfere with the donations, 
increased the amount of food they received, and even 

cooked for the prisoners herself. He ended his 
testimony by asking for forgiveness from Ensa Badjie 
and any other Gambians he has wronged. 

After the witness concluded his testimony, the Lead 
Counsel reminded the audience that the witness 
had done what the Commission asked of him and 
reminded everyone in the prison system that any 
reprisal measures taken against him would attract 
criminal sanction. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Corruption (theft of prison food)

David Colley

Denial of medical treatment

Buba Fadera

Torture

Ebrima Jammeh, Chief Superintendent Omar, Jawo, 
Makalo, Malang Tamba 

Conspiracy to provide false evidence

Numo Kujabi, Pa Harry Jammeh, Kenken (full name 
not given)

57Fanta Sanneh.
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WITNESS NAME: Lamin JAH also known as Wes

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 11th June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Conditions at the detention 
centres at Mile 2 Prison; torture of the witness; standard 
of food at the prison; illness of the inmates and medical 
attention received

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Not mentioned 

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Mile 2 Prison inmate

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Mile 2 Prison 
inmate

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Lamin Jah told the Commission that at the time of his 
testimony he was a Mile 2 Prison inmate and had been 
incarcerated for 11 years. He indicated that while he 
was attending court, he was placed on remand by the 
court and was held in confinement also referred to as 
the security wing. Asked why he was sent to the security 
wing instead of the remand wing, where he should have 
been, the witness responded that he was not informed 
as to the reason.

Discussing the conditions of the security wing, the 
witness stated that when he initially arrived, he was 
“sealed” for one month and 18 days, meaning he was 
only allowed outside to empty his chamber pot.  They 
gave him a mattress but no mosquito net. Continuing, 
the witness described the cell as hot, narrow with very 
little ventilation. He confirmed that at that time, he was 
not convicted but on remand still awaiting trial. The 
Deputy Lead Counsel added that it was therefore correct 
to confirm that at the time he was not enjoying some 
of the privileges that the persons put in remand usually 
enjoyed. The witness agreed. He explained that he did 
not have the privilege of receiving food cooked by his 
family at home. Instead, he received tinned foods, sugar, 
milk, coffee, soap and other small essentials.  

Asked if he questioned why he was put in the security 
wing instead of remand, the witness responded that 
he did not ask because he found others there and was 
therefore under the impression that it was the norm that 
people awaiting trial were placed in the security wing. 

He added that people who had 
“problems” with Yahya Jammeh 
would be placed in the security wing, 
which was already overcrowded. 
Lamin Jah stated that he was placed in the security 
wing for almost two years before he was convicted. He 
was charged on four counts: stealing, rape, attempt 
to steal and an attempt to commit a felony. He was 
found guilty and was sentenced to life in prison, 
which he was serving at the time of his testimony. 
When he was convicted, he was sent back to the 
security wing. Asked if at any time he was taken to 
the main yard, where he should have been kept, the 
witness responded in the affirmative. He explained 
that he was taken to the main yard to make space 
for detainees brought in at the request of Yahya 
Jammeh, and named Lai Joof, Ngorr Secka, OB Mbye, 
Modou Gaye, Lang Tombong Tamba, and Bombardier 
Kawsu Camara.

He described the main yard being as overcrowded as 
well with some inmates having to sleep in the toilets. 
His cell in the yard was the smallest and there could 
be up to 30 prisoners inside. If one wanted to use the 
toilet, you needed to wake up its occupant. Any space 
leading to the toilet was also occupied and people 
needed to be woken up to make way. The Deputy 
Lead Counsel stated that they had received evidence 
that the toilets were not very functional. Lamin Jah 
responded that there were leakages and therefore 
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those who slept there would get wet. Furthermore, 
the place smelled and there was always confrontation 
between inmates.

He further told the Commission that whilst serving his 
sentence, he had been to all sections at Mile 2 Prison. 
In the first three years of his time, he was as at the 
infirmary assisting medics to get inmates to the hospital. 
During his work there, he encountered inmates with 
different illnesses such as beriberi and witnessed many 
who died of their illnesses. He recalled Jinaidu (he could 
not remember the surname) and a Senegalese called 
Hassane. Jinaidu had what he termed as a “mental 
problem” and also contracted beriberi. Hassane had a 
stomachache and on the day he died, he was screaming 
but the medical officer was absent. Lamin Jah testified 
that when the he heard his screams, he called one Sarjo 
Makumbaya and together they tried to assist Hassane 
but not long after he died. 

The witness explained that after Hassan died, they went 
to the prison headquarters and called the medical officer 
who instructed them to wrap the corpse. They did so and 
put Hassane on a stretcher, took the corpse outside, 
placed it in a pick up, and was taken to Banjul. Asked 
if Hassane was able to get any medical attention in the 
prison before his death, the witness responded that he 
was prescribed medication and went to the hospital once 
a month. However, on the day of his death, he repeated 
that Hassane had not received any medical medication 
before he passed away as the medic was not around. 

After some further clarification, the 
Deputy Lead Counsel concluded that 
inmates basically did not always get 
the medical attention at the time they 
needed it.
Lamin Jah further testified that some inmates have their 
own medication and when they are sick, they would give 
prescriptions to their families who would procure them 
for them, however others were not so privileged and did 
not have assistance. 

Moving on to the food, the witness stated that it was 
of poor quality. He added that it was better to get 
couscous and add milk to it rather than eat the rice 
served, which he alleged caused beriberi. He further 
explained that for those serving high sentences, they 
would get two pieces of meat but those not serving 
life sentences or on death row would get smaller 
portions and only one piece of meat. If they ever 
got bread, they were given a very little portion. He 
added that the “big men” (those who had worked 
in government for instance) would manoeuvre the 
system to get provisions brought to them. As for the 
witness, if he had cigarettes, he would exchange 
them for bread.

Regarding his health, he disclosed that he got 
ulcers and there was a time he would have severe 
stomachache. He complained and he was taken to 
the hospital in Banjul, where a doctor examined him. 
A scan was ordered and it was discovered that he 
had a kidney stone. He was then put on a special diet 
and because of that he got a prescription and special 
food is brought for him. On the type of food brought to 
him, he mentioned Quaker oats, cornflakes, noodles, 
juice, biscuit and sardines.

The Deputy Lead Counsel then steered the witness 
into discussing illnesses such as beriberi. Lamin Jah 
explained that those that suffered most from beriberi 
were those who did not have assistance and again 
blamed the food being consumed, which he claimed 
lacked nutrition. 

The witness stated that he saw many 
inmates die as a result of beriberi, 
adding that when he pressed their 
skin, it would begin to show craters 
and take time to disappear.
The witness attested that it was a disease that 
was visible and you could discern when someone 
was afflicted with it. Those with beriberi would have 
swollen legs and the swelling “climbs, creeps up 
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The witness said they told him 
“If you do not tell us who gave you 
this cannabis, we will kill you and 

bury you here”. 
The witness denied giving any cannabis and he 
was placed on the table again. They beat him then 
threw him in the hole again. At this point, he was 
tired and so confessed to have given the cannabis. 
He was then asked to tell them who had given him 
the cannabis. He told them it was one soldier whose 
surname was Bojang but he did not know the full 
surname, and confirmed to the Commission that 
soldiers used to bring cannabis into the prison and 
supply inmates. Despite confessing to giving the 
cannabis to Makodou, they continued beating him. 
He then recalled that at that point, Pa Lamin Sillah 
had also named Soriba Conde alias Ramses in 
connection with the issue.

It was near closing time, he continued, so before the 
officers left for the day, they returned the witness 
to a different cell from the cell he was kept in and 
“sealed” him. He highlighted that he did not receive 
any medical attention after the torture, though he 
had sustained lacerations on his back, which meant 
that he had to lie down on his stomach. As a matter 
of fact, one prisoner called Bakary Sanno would be 
sent by prison officers to massage the witness with 
a cloth. He did so until the pain went away. Lamin Jah 
specified that the first torture session took place on 
a Thursday and on the following Monday, they came 
back for him. Soriba Conde was also taken away and 
beaten as they alleged he used to sell cannabis. 

Lamin Jah added that after beating him up for 
some time, an issue about a mobile phone arose. 
The witness admitted that the mobile phone 
was his. Asked how he obtained a mobile phone 
whilst incarcerated, the witness explained that the 
“Venezuelans” who were caught with drugs were the 
ones who owned it and when they left it, they left the 
mobile phone, which the witness appropriated. One 
day, the SOs came into the cells and when they came 

gradually, if it gets up to this level [the witness gestured 
towards the heart], that is death”. Some inmates managed 
to recover as they were given tablets and or injections. 
When given the tablet, they would keep urinating thus 
subsiding the effects of the disease but that is in the 
case it is detected early. 

Moving on to the next issue, the Deputy Lead Counsel 
pointed out that during his stay at Mile 2 Prison, he had 
encounters with officers. The witness acquiesced and 
started narrating his first encounter. 

He recalled that he had had a physical alteration with 
one of his friends in the prison yard and as a result, the 
prisons officers placed him (the witness) in confinement. 
A month later, he continued, Makodou Jahateh58 was 
caught in possession of cannabis and was taken. 
Makodou apparently told the prison officers that the 
witness had given it to him. The witness was taken with 
Makodou and Pa Lamin Sillah to the SO’s office at Mile 
2 Prison, where Chief Kalilu (Sanneh), Sergeant Corr and 
other private officers interrogated Makodou again who 
affirmed the witness had given him the cannabis.

Lamin Jah told the Commission that together with 
Makodou and Pa Lamin Sillah, they where escorted to 
the headquarters, referring to the then Director General 
David Colley’s office, which was opposite Mile 2 Central 
Prison. They took the witness and asked him to sit under 
a tree. They then took Makodou inside and not long 
after the witness heard his screams. Sergeant Corr later 
came for the witness, handcuffed him and put a hood 
over his head. Lamin Jah was then taken inside, where 
he was placed on a table and beaten with blackjacks. 
He recalled that after they beat him, they removed the 
hood from his head and he recognised Ebrima Jammeh 
also known as Chief Torturer, PO Jabang59 and PO Fadera 
holding blackjacks. Deputy Director Sefla (Yahya Jarju), 
who was sitting in a corner on a chair, instructed them in 
Mandinka to “Put him up again”, which they did however 
without placing the hood over his head. They started 
beating him again, then they placed him in a hole, which 
had been dug and poured water over him. At this point, 
the Deputy Lead Counsel interrupted and asked the 
witness to describe how big the hole was. He pointed 
with both hands to the length of the table he was sat at. 

58The witness said “Makodou Jahateh” but he was referred to as Makodou Jakiteh by the Lead Counsel during 
Ebrima Jammeh’s testimony.
59We believe the witness was referring to Lamin Jabang.
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into confinement, Omar Jallow whom the witness had 
given the phone to at the time, threw it over the window. 
PO Anabi Jammeh who was the officer in charge on that 
day, picked up the mobile phone so Lamin Jah went to 
see Anabi Jammeh and he (Anabi Jammeh) agreed not to 
make a case but said he would take the phone. 

Going back to when Soriba Conde alias Ramses was 
beaten up, the witness explained that during the beating 
session, somehow he mentioned the phone story. The 
officers forgot the issue of the cannabis and instead 
brought in Anabi Jammeh and the witness. They asked 
the witness for the mobile phone, which he denied ever 
having one so they beat him up. The witness explained 
that the reason he denied was because he did not want 
to put Anabi Jammeh in trouble and make him lose his 
job. Despite denying, Anabi Jammeh was detained for 9 
months in the security wing. Then one day, they took the 
witness, PO Anabi Jammeh, Soriba Conde and Stanley, a 
Nigerian who was caught with two mobile phones to the 
National Intelligence Agency, NIA. However, one of the NIA 
officers called Secka Bai refused to touch or keep them 
and asked that they be returned to Mile 2 Prison as he 
saw the condition they were already in and was scared.

When they got back to the prison, they continued to have 
them under “seal” for a long time and then the witness 
was returned back to the main yard, cell number 2 
though Anabi Jammeh was kept in the security wing. One 
day, Lamin Jah testified, he was taken to the SO’s office 
where they asked him to write a statement regarding the 
issue of the mobile phone. They told him to say that Anabi 
jammeh had given him the mobile phone and if did so, he 
would have his “freedom” inside the prison. The witness 
refused and said he had never had a mobile phone. They 
then took him to Medic Wharf60 (the witness could not 
remember the surname), who was standing in for Ebrima 
Jammeh at the operations office during his absence. 
According to the witness, Medic Wharf guaranteed that 
if the witness implicated Anabi Jammeh, he would have 
no problem as the person they were targeting was Anabi 
Jammeh. Medic Wharf tried to cajole the witness but he 
refused so he was returned to the main yard.

Moving on, he narrated how one day, one of the inmates 
in number one cell got sick and the doctor was not there. 

The inmate ended up 
dying inside the cell. 

Those in the cell were banging the doors and the 
other inmates in the other cells also started banging 
on the doors. In the morning, around 8 am, the 
senior officers came including Ebrima Jammeh and 
tried to negotiate with the prisoners so they could 
open the cell and take the corpse away. The prison 
guards then requested two individuals from each cell 
and the witness was selected. He was taken to the 
gate lodge where Ebrima Jammeh and Sefla (Yahya 
Jarju) were and asked what the problem was. Though 
the witness’ narration was unclear and confusing, he 
seemed to indicate that at some point he retorted 
“We do not even need David Colley”, which he said 
angered Ebrima Jammeh. He was taken back to 
confinement and placed under seal.

In a convoluted manner, he explained that he one day 
appealed to Superintendent Kalilu Jammeh, who was 
in charge of the confinement at the time, to have his 
visits resume. The witness had since been allowed 
out of the cell but Kalilu Jammeh, unaware of this, 
shouted for the witness to be returned back to his 
cell.

After the witness was locked up, Soriba Conde also 
pleaded on his behalf, saying that the witness was 
just making a humble request. Soriba Conde was 
ordered back into his cell but he resisted. Eventually, 
when the officers got into his cell, they found milk 
and sugar. Kalilu Jammeh asked why prisoners would 
have such supplies and after a few minutes, the 
SO team came for the witness. Lamin Jah told the 
Commission that he was taken to Kalilu Jammeh and 
when he appealed to him again, he slapped him.

Following the slap, Lamin Jah continued, he was 
taken to the office of Kalilu Jammeh where he was 
severely beaten, after which he was handcuffed and 
taken to an empty cell. He added that Soriba Conde 
was taken away and severely beaten as well. The 
witness recalled that when Soriba Conde was brought 
back, one of the SOs remarked that he had not done 

60Most probably Wharf Kujabi.
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to the witness, Ebrima Joof cried in his cell but the 
officers refused to take him to the hospital. Ebrima 
Joof was eventually taken to the hospital, but about 
two days later, the inmates found out he had died. At 
this point, the witness specified that he did not know 
where they had taken him but the officers claimed 
they had taken him to the hospital. He also recalled 
that Musa Bah was severely beaten. He added that 
he was at the time of testimony at Jeshwang and 
would like to give a statement to the Commission. 
The Deputy Lead Counsel said they would look into 
that aspect. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel then asked if David Colley 
was aware of the beatings and tortures and the 
witness confirmed he was. He explained that when 
they beat him, it was just behind David Colley’s office. 
He also remembered that one day Ebrima Jammeh 
took some papers from his office and said “2016, 
will be a new page, it’s from the President’s Office, 
if you want you can read it, if we torture anybody 
here until he dies, nothing will come of it”, however 
he did not give the paper to anybody to read. That 
day, David Colley pulled open his curtains observing 
them.  Lamin Jah also recalled that before he was 
taken to the NIA, David Colley came out of his office 
and said that if the group was taken to be the NIA, 
“it would be clear”. Asked if David Colley made any 
effort to stop the torturing and beatings in the 
prison, the witness responded “He did nothing about 
it!” He added that David Colley was in agreement 
with Ebrima Jammeh, gesturing with his fingers. The 
Deputy Lead Counsel asked what he meant by that 
and the witness explained that they worked together, 
with David Colley giving orders and Ebrima Jammeh 
carrying them out.

Asked if there was any investigation in the death 
of Ebrima Joof, the witness’ response seemed to 
indicate that there was not. He added that the he 
first mentioned this story  when the TRRC came to 
him. He then remarked that if inmates spoke out 
during visits from people like the Ombudsman, or 
foreigners, they would get in serious trouble after.

The witness then moved onto why he had been taken 
to Jeshwang Prison. He recalled that an inmate had 

anything but Kalilu Jammeh shouted at the officer to bring 
both back and he beat them. After beating Lamin Jah 
and Soriba Conde, Kalilu Jammeh ordered the officers to 
raid the cells and take away everything, stripping them 
off the inmates of all the necessities even prescribed 
medication. 

The witness stated that the next day, on a Friday, Kalilu 
Jammeh did not come. He instead sent in a “special 
team”, which included Acting Chief Malang Tamba, PO 
Jabbi61, Alagie Makalo and Sergeant Jawo. An inmate 
called Musa Bah alerted the witness that they had taken 
Soriba Conde and after this, he heard Soriba Conde’s 
screams. After a short while, they came for the witness. 
PO Jabbi handcuffed the witness and took him behind 
confinement. He pushed him onto the ground and told 
the witness not to shout or he would kill him. The other 
officers held the witness down and Malang Tamba 
beat him. “He went on beating me for a long time and 
sometimes he has to take a rest from the beating, he 
said. PO Jabbi took the pipe and went on beating. Later 
on, when two soldiers came and stood at the junction, 
observing what was taking place, Malang Tamba stopped 
the beating. 

The witness was returned to confinement 
but before Malang Tamba said “When 
it is necessary, we will take a life, but 
this government, nobody will spoil it 
here”. 
Lamin Jah remarked that they had not even done 
anything on that occasion. Asked if they received medical 
attention after the beatings, the witness responded in 
the negative. He futher highlighted that when he eased 
himself in the chamber pot, he would release blood. They 
were kept under seal until Yahya Jammeh lost the 2016 
elections.

Asked about tortures or beatings that happened to other 
inmates, the witness remembered when Ebrima Joof was 
beaten, adding that Chief Kalilu62, jumped and stamped 
on his ribs. As a result, Ebrima Joof could not get up and 
he had to be helped to be taken back to his cell. According 

61We believe the witness was referring to Muhammed Jabbi.
62We believe the witness was referring to Kalilu Sanneh.
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an issue with one officer and the prisoner was wounded 
on his hand. The inmates all shouted and requested 
to see the Ministry of Interior. The inmates then in an 
attempt to get attention, gathered all the old mattresses 
and set them on fire at the gate of confinement. He told 
the Commission that Landing Bojang came with the 
Police Intervention Unit, PIU as reinforcement but the 
witness managed to explain to Landing Bojang what had 
happened. Landing Bojang promised that he would take 
up their case so they calmed down. However, on the next 
day, on 18th April 2019, early in the morning, an officer 
called Augustine came for the witness (he then remarked 
that he was part of the officers who had escorted him 
to the TRRC), shackled his legs, cuffed his hands and 
placed the witness in a pick up. Another inmate, Samba 
Doro Bah was also placed in the pick up and they took 
them to Jeshwang.

He stated that at Jeshwang, they were taken to the new 
confinement, which was still under construction. There 
were no corrugated sheets; it was mere concrete and the 
sun shined directly into the cell. There was a man who 
would fall everyday because of high blood pressure. The 
witness said that he used to feel sick everyday because 
of the heat inside the cell. They used to complain about 
the heat in the cell but they refused to take them back to 
Mile 2 Prison, instead, they took them to the bigger cells. 
He explained that eventually, they added corrugated 
sheets but they did not cover the entire cells. Additionally, 
the cells were full of cement dust. He finished by stating 
that he was still incarcerated at Jeshwang Prison but 
Samba Doro Bah had returned to Mile 2 Prison.

The Deputy Lead Counsel thanked the witness and ended 
their questioning.

In response to Commissioner Kah enquiring about his 
health, the witness stated that up the time of testimony, 
he had not fully recovered. He explained that if the place 
gets cold, all his joints and backbone would be in pain. 
His hands used to swell and his wristbone moved from 
its original place because of the handcuffs.

In his concluding remarks, Lamin Jah appealed to all 
Gambians to forgive him if he had offended anybody. 
He also appealed on behalf of the other inmates adding 
that there were inmates who had spent a long time in 

prison and there was no type of suffering they did not 
encounter, including himself. He again appealed for 
forgiveness and added that he had learnt enough in 
prison. 

Chairman Sise asked the witness if his appeal 
process was over and the interpreter stated that 
the witness had an appeal process ongoing at the 
moment. Chairman Sise then asked how old he was 
and the witness responded 37. Chairman Sise then 
responded “And you are in for life? That’s tough”. He 
then thanked the witness again for his testimony and 
hoped for a brighter future for him. 

Before ending the hearing, the Lead Counsel took 
the floor to issue a warning to the prison officers and 
escorts. He warned that the witnesses were under 
the protection of the TRRC and asked that the prison 
authorities protect them from any reprisals or any 
punishments. He added that if anybody violated that 
it would be contempt of TRRC and would amount to 
interference with a TRRC witness.

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Torture (of Lamin Jah)

Ebrima Jammeh alias Chief Torturer, PO Jabang, 
PO Fadera, Yahya Jarju alias Sefla, Kalilu Jammeh, 
Malang Tamba, PO Jabbi, Alagie Makalo, Sergeant 
Jawo

Assault (of Lamin Jah)

Kalilu Jammeh

Torture (of Soriba Conde)

Kalilu Jammeh, Malang Tamba

Assault (of Ebrima Joof)

Chief Kalilu 

Complicit of torture (of inmates)

David Colley
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WITNESS NAME: Baba Galleh JALLOW also known as 
Cherno Amadou

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 15th June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The witness’ arrest and torture 
in 2004; the general conditions in Mile 2 Prison

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Baker

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Arrested, tortured, and 
imprisoned at Mile 2 Prison on the charge of armed 
robbery and murder

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Inmate at Mile 
2 Prison

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Baba Galleh Jallow began his testimony by telling the 
Commission he was born Brikama in 1960 and his 
nickname is Cherno Amadou. He added that before his 
incarceration, he was a baker. 

In December 2004, he was arrested in 
the city of Velingara in the Kolda region 
of Senegal on the same day his wife 
had given birth. 
That evening, he narrated, he was waiting for dinner at 
home when a group of men led by one Wopa Mballo 
came into his compound. Wopa Mballo pointed to the 
witness and said he was a stranger who had come to 
Velingara to look after his sick uncle. The witness later 
identified three of the men as Gambian police officers 
Omar Dumbuya, Famara Jallow and Modou Pika Jallow. 

As Omar Dumbuya approached the witness, he pulled 
out his handcuffs, restrained him, and then slapped 
him with his left hand. 

Omar Dumbuya led the witness into another room 
where his wife was laying down with her newborn. 
According to Baba Galleh Jallow, Omar Dumbuya 
ordered the witness’ wife to get up. Famara Jallow 
started to pull the mattress away, but the witness’ 
sister ran over and pushed the policeman aside. 
She picked up the baby on the mattress and began 
castigating the police for not seeing the child. 
Nevertheless, the men then conducted a search of 
the room. Soon after, a gendarme named Mbaye 
Ndiaye arrived and the witness confirmed he was a 
Gambian citizen and presented his and his families 
identification, which attested that he had arrived in 
Senegal in October 2004. The witness was then 
taken to the gendarme station in Velingara. 

According to Baba Galleh Jallow, Famara Jallow 
asked him where the gun was but the witness replied 
that he had never owned a gun. Famara Jallow said 
that the witness might say that while they were in 
Senegal but once they reached Basse “you’ll say 
something different.” During the night he spent at 
the station in Velingara, a number of other people 
who the witness described as Senegalese Fulas 
with scarves, were also brought into the station. The 
next day, they brought the witness out of the cell and 
asked if he knew any of the people who had been 
detained overnight. He said he did not. Nonetheless, 
the witness and the detainees were all packed into 
an overcrowded vehicle and taken across the border 
to Basse. According to the witness, before they 
departed, the gendarme officer told the Gambians 
“But my people, let no stick touch them”63. When 
asked, the witness clarified that the gendarme officer 
was referring to the Senegalese Fulas when he said 
“my people”. 

The witness testified that when they got to Basse, 
the vehicle entered the station through the backdoor. 
He was the first person to disembark while Famara 
Jallow told the others to wait. The witness was 
escorted by the officers around the station and the 

63We believe the gendarme was asking for the Senegalese Fulas not to be beaten.
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people in the cells were asked if they knew the witness. 
After visiting three cells, one of the officers accused the 
witness of hiding the truth. Eventually a young Sarahule 
boy positively identified the witness. 

Right after the identification, the witness 
recounted, Omar Dumbuya slapped him 
from behind and he fell to the ground. 
Famara Jallow then told the witness to get up. The rest of 
the people from Velingara were brought in and they took 
the witness and two detainees, Samba Doro Bah and 
Sunkaru Kanteh, to the police line. Samba Doro Bah and 
the others were put in a corner and the witness was then 
asked to remove his shirt. When he asked why, one of 
the officers tore at his shirt. Famara Jallow again told the 
witness to remove his shirt and trousers. A young man 
standing behind him whipped him with a wire, further 
shredding his clothing. When he inspected the tear, they 
hit him again, this time on his ribs. After that he removed 
what remained of his shirt and trousers. They then told 
him to take off his under garments. He again protested 
and Famara Jallow threatened that they would treat him 
worse than Samba Doro Bah. He stripped his final piece 
of clothing and stood there naked. 

Baba Galleh Jallow recalled that while he was stripping, 
Omar Dumbuya had collected a small heap of stones on 
the ground. Completely naked, he was asked to kneel on 
the stones while Famara Jallow sat on a tyre watching 
with a gun leaned next to him. Once he was kneeling on 
the stones, they told him to raise his hands and then 
gave him a tyre to hold. He told the Commission that they 
warned him that if the tyre fell, they would kill him. Omar 
Dumbuya said he should not be beaten with ropes, so 
instead Omar Dumbuya, Modou Pika Jallow and a third 
unidentified police officer began assaulting him with their 
truncheons while Famara Jallow sat and gave orders.

According to the witness, the beating lasted around 30 
minutes. After the beating, he was given back his clothes 
and returned to the station alongside Samba Doro Bah 
and the others. When asked if he knew what happened to 
Samba Doro Bah, the witness responded that he noticed 
his body and face were swollen. 

Baba Galleh Jallow spent most of the next day sitting 
in the Basse station. That evening, around 6 pm, he 
was taken again to the police line and undressed. 
They pounced on him and beat him again until it 
became dark. On the third day, while on the way to 
the station, the witness heard an alarm sounding 
behind the vehicle he was in. He turned around and 
saw a white land rover driven by paramilitaries. After 
standing in the police line again, the paramilitaries 
entered the building and he was beaten again. 

On this occasion, the witness 
testified, his skull was fractured and 
they poured brake fluid on his body. 
Upon further questioning, he explained that he was 
not sure what liquid was poured on him but that it 
resulted in a painful burning sensation. 

Counsel Singhateh asked the witness what he 
believed to be the purpose of the beatings. “Just 
wickedness”, he responded. He pointed out they did 
not even find him doing anything illegal. Instead, they 
just told him that he was beaten because he refused 
to tell the truth. They later collected a statement, and 
charged him with murder and armed robbery. After 
being charged, he was taken to a cell for two days 
then brought before a magistrate in Basse with the 
surname Baldeh. When the charges were read, the 
witness entered a “not guilty” plea, at which point 
the magistrate remanded him to MacCarthy Prison. 

After two nights on the island, paramilitaries came 
to the prison and told Commissioner Kebba Bojang 
that a group of detainees were to be moved to Mile 
2 Prison. The witness and eight others – some of 
whom he identified as Malians who had been caught 
with guns - were handcuffed, shackled, and marched 
into the back of a truck. Chief Officer Kalilu Sanneh 
sat in the front seat and Alagie Jobe, a sergeant at 
MacCarthy, sat in the back. The witness stated that 
during the drive to Mile 2 Prison, as the car passed 
Farafenni, the paramilitary in the back started beating 
the prisons with bamboo sticks. 
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When the beating commenced the witness apparently 
shamed Alagie Jobe for being their escort but doing 
nothing to stop the assault. Alagie Jobe responded that 
he was doing the same work as the paramilitaries and 
could not stop them. Soon afterward the truck stopped 
and Kalilu Sanneh came to check on the prisoners. When 
he asked what was happening, Alagie Jobe told him the 
paramilitaries were beating the detainees. Kalilu Sanneh 
then went back into the cab and the truck continued on 
its way. According to the witness, the beatings continued 
as they passed through Niumi. They crossed the ferry at 
Barra and disembarked at Mile 2 Prison.

According to the witness, they were met and processed 
at Mile 2 Prison by a sergeant named Alieu Colley who 
has since passed away and an officer currently serving 
in operations named Lamin Sowe64. The shackles were 
removed but the handcuffs stayed on. Lamin Sowe took 
them into the toilet and asked them to remove their 
trousers and bend over. He then put his finger inside 
the witness’ anus, ostensibly as part of a screening 
procedure65. Afterwards, Baba Galleh Jallow was taken 
to the security wing where he was put in number one 
confinement. 

When Counsel Singhateh then asked the witness 
to confirm that he had arrived at Mile 2 Prison with 
a warrant, he responded that he knew they had been 
put on remand, but regardless were still taken to the 
security wing. He later identified the other people in his 
cellblock as Lamin Dabo, LF Jammeh, Alieu Bah, Lamin 
Jarju, Mballow Kanteh and Omar Dampha. When asked if 
there were others who were supposed to be in remand, 
but were instead taken to the security wing, he said that 
there were many. 

The witness told the Commission that he spent six 
months under seal and in handcuffs. After that time, 
the handcuffs were removed but he was kept in the seal 
for a further twelve months. During his time under seal, 
the door would only be opened to deliver meals and for 
him to empty his chamber pot and wash himself. He 
was given neither a mosquito net, mattress nor blanket. 
He described how he slept on a plank placed on top of 
the cement and added that he was given an abaya66 by 
another inmate, which he used to cover himself from 
mosquitos while he slept. 

He testified that it was not until a 
year and half into his time at Mile 2 
Prison that he was given a mattress 
and bed sheets. 
He further stated that the food served in prison 
would not be fit for a dog. However, Baba Galleh 
Jallow said, he had no other option and was forced 
to just bear and eat. Despite the fact that he had 
sustained injuries from the beatings at Basse and 
during his trip to Mile 2 Prison, he was not given any 
medication nor allowed to visit the infirmary while he 
was under seal. Instead, fellow inmates Alieu Bah 
and Lamin Dabo shared their medication with him. 
On one occasion, he said, his head was emitting pus 
so he went to find a man named James but he only 
offered paracetamol, which the witness already had. 

Baba Galleh Jallow told the Commission that after he 
was let out of the seal, he was told that his brother 
had come to visit but that he had not been allowed 
to enter the prison. A few months later his brother 
returned and on this occasion he was allowed to 
visit. They were in a small storeroom by the main 
gate discussing what had landed him in prison when 
a white pickup came through the prison gates. In 
the back of the truck, the witness saw a swollen bull 
that was oozing liquid. Officers unloaded the felled 
creature and brought it further inside the prison. The 
witness said he could not identify the officers who 
were assisting with the dead bull. 

After his brother’s visit, he went back inside the 
prison and found Lamin Dabo, Alieu Bah, “Élève” 
and Baba Jobe playing draughts. He narrated what 
he had seen with the dead bull, but Baba Jobe told 
him that he must be lying and no one would dare 
to bring an already slaughtered bull into the prison. 
The witness told Baba Jobe to go see for himself. 
Baba Jobe went outside and saw the dead bull lying 
under a mango tree. He came back and told his 
fellow prisoners that the witness had been telling the 
truth. He told them that they should avoid eating the 
sauce that day and instead stick to the rice. He said 
he later learned from officers that David Colley had 

64We believe this is the same Lamin Sowe who testified during the same session on 9th & 10th June.
65The Counsel failed to look further into whether the body cavity search performed was authorised by the Prisons Act. This would potential 
amount to rape, which is defined as the “penetration, no matter how slight, of the vagina or anus with any body part or object, or oral 
penetration by a sex organ of another person, without the consent of the victim”.
66A robe-like dress worn mostly by women in many Muslim majority countries.
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given the instruction for the cow to be brought into the 
prison. The meat, the witness told the Commission was 
haram. When pressed why it was forbidden, he shot back 
with a question of his own: “A cow that you found lying 
dead on the highway, you don’t know what has killed it and 
you want to bring that meat and serve it to people who are 
under your custody?”

Baba Galleh Jallow attested that the stew that day was 
completely black and the inmates in confinement one 
refused to eat it. Instead, Lamin Dabo went to the kitchen 
and secured some onion and jumbo, which they used 
to spice up the rice. However, inmates in other parts of 
the prison did eat the food, resulting in, according to the 
witness, “diarrhea and countless deaths.” The deaths, he 
said, began about three days after the meat was served. 
The witness apparently learned about this through Lamin 
Dabo who had connections throughout the prison. 

When asked to estimate how many 
people died from the rancid meat, the 
witness replied that based on a list 
compiled by Lamin Dabo and Alieu 
Bah, he would estimate it was around 
40 people, but that others said the 
number was as high as 63. 
Baba Galleh Jallow then confirmed that David Colley was 
the head of the prison at the time, and that Ousainou 
Colley or Thomas Jarju was operations commander. 
According to him, none of the authorities addressed 
the issue of the dead bull or launched any internal 
investigation into the matter, despite the fact that Lamin 
Dabo confronted David Colley about it in person and 
another inmate named Musa Susso took David Colley to 
court over the issue. 

However, the witness said, this was not the first time 
that prisoners had died as a result of the food. After 
the break, he narrated how the pap was cooked in the 
prison. Usually it was cooked the night before, he said, 
and spent the whole night sitting with the lid off. The next 
morning, they would remove the crust off the top and stir 

water into what remained. It was then divided into 
smaller buckets and distributed to the cells. When 
asked explicitly how the pap killed the inmates, the 
witness responded that in addition to being too salty, 
he believed that the water added to the pap was 
responsible for beriberi.

Counsel Singhateh corrected the witness, explaining 
that beriberi is actually caused by vitamin deficiency. 
Responding to her questioning, the witness 
explained that they were served plain pap with no 
other additives. The cherreh also had sand in it.  
Ultimately, he agreed that the food did not have 
sufficient vitamins for the inmates, hence many 
suffered from beriberi. He said he personally knew 
Sulayman Ceesay, Sunkaru Kanteh, two young men 
from Guinea and a Senegalese man who all died from 
beriberi. He said he himself suffered from beriberi but 
recovered after being given a tablet from the prison 
medic Fanta Sanneh. The tablet, however, was not 
always available at the infirmary. Despite suffering 
from beriberi his diet was never changed. 

The Counsel mentioned they had been told that 
prisoners suffering from beriberi were put on a high 
protein diet, but the witness said the high protein 
diet was only for those serving a death sentence. The 
high protein diet had an extra eggplant and cabbage 
and a little more oil. When asked if the diet ever 
changed at the prison, the witness said that under 
Aunty Rose’s tenure everyone got the high protein 
diet and people were much more satisfied with the 
quality and quantity of the food. 

Counsel Singhateh then asked the witness to 
speak about the food rations being stolen by prison 
officers. The witness responded that what the prison 
officers were doing was not stealing - it was robbery. 
He differentiated the two by saying a thief treads 
carefully, “but these people come deliberately, open 
the stores and take the condiments of the prisoners 
and take them away.” The witness said that at one 
time Ousainou Colley was at operations and also 
served as storekeeper. “Whatever he wanted at the 
prisons that’s what they did for him,” Baba Galleh 
Jallow testified. “There was a time he was called 
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Mansa67 Colley.” When asked if David Colley was the only 
one involved in the theft of prisoner’s food, the witness 
responded that David Colley was the only thief he had 
seen with his own eyes. 

The testimony then moved on to the torture of inmates by 
prison guards. Baba Galleh Jallow told the Commission 
that one day someone named Muhammed Bojang or 
Jammeh (the witness could not recall) and Sunkaru Jarju 
who ended up at the National Intelligence Agency, NIA 
came to the confinement wing of Mile 2 Prison. They went 
to the cells of Omar Sey and Mballow Kanteh and found 
them with cigarettes. When they got to the witness’ cell, 
they also found a small wrap of tobacco. They were taken 
out of confinement to the remand wing. According to the 
witness, Omar Sey and Mballow Kanteh were taken away 
and beaten. When they were brought back, everything 
was taken out of their cells, their small rooms were 
inundated with water, and they were sealed in their cells 
for two weeks. He added that they then took him (the 
witness) behind the confinement wing where they struck 
him with a black hose filled with sand. 

Moving on, the witness began identifying other prisoners 
who had been beaten, including Alagie Soriba Conde, 
Lamin Jah, Pa Makodou, Ousman Nicoul and Modou 
Sonko, even when the latter was ill. When asked if 
beating prisoners was routine, the witness replied that 
it was what the prison officers took to be their work. He 
mentioned that people in management such as David 
Colley and Yahya Jarju, also known as Sefla, essentially 
condoned the abuse of prisoners. The Counsel asked the 
witness if he knew of any other officers who engaged in 
these abuses. The witness named Ebrima Jammeh, who 
was the operations commander at the time, and also 
went by the name Chief Torturer. Baba Galleh Jallow also 
mentioned a chief officer with the name Tamba68. 

The Counsel then asked the witness to give an example 
of Ebrima Jammeh torturing an inmate. Baba Galleh 
Jallow narrated how in 2016, a group of inmates were 
taken behind David Colley’s office by Yahya Jarju alias 
Sefla, Ebrima Jammeh and a group of recruits. The 
prisoners, who were handcuffed and shackled were laid 
on top of a table and held down by the recruits while 
they were beaten. The witness told the Commission that 

the officers would not have dared to do this without 
the permission of David Colley, pointing out that it 
took place by his window. The witness said he was 
standing under a large palm tree and saw the then 
director general speaking and laughing. 

He also said that some female 
officers used their cellphones to 
record what was happening. 
One of the officers then referenced a “Vision 202069,” 
which basically was a threat that if the inmates did 
not speak the truth they would be killed.

The witness said he knew of  around two or three 
people who died as a result of beatings. He said 
one had been in confinement. Another he identified 
as Sunkaru Kanteh. The Counsel asked if beatings 
occurred during the tenure of Aunty Rose, to which 
the witness responded that Aunty Rose did not even 
refer to the inmates as prisoners, let alone beat 
them. 

He also said that the theft of 
rations from the prison store never 
happened under Aunty Rose. 
The witness testified that there were never any 
medical staff present during the beatings, but there 
was a medic the witness identified as Suwaibou who 
used to beat people. Regarding denial of medical 
attention, he mentioned that a list of prisoners 
who needed to go to the hospital would go through 
operations up to the director general. However, David 
Colley would not always allow all the prisoners on 
the list to go to the hospital. The witness said this 
happened to him a few times until someone named 
Sergeant Sanneh went to David Colley and told him 
that the witness was oozing puss from his head and 
needed to visit the hospital. 

He later testified that the injury was from the beating 
he had received in Basse when they struck his head 
with the butt of a gun, and was clearly visible when 

67Mansa means “king” or “ruler” in Mandinka.
68He is likely referring to Malang Tamba who confessed to torturing inmates at the TRRC.
69The witness said “Vision 2020” probably because he testified in the year 2020 but we believe he was referring to “Vision 
2016”.
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he first entered Mile 2 Prison. It was only after Sergeant 
Sanneh appealed to David Colley directly that the witness 
received the attention he needed. He was attended by 
Cuban doctors who, according to the witness, had to 
remove some of the bones from his head and stitched 
him back together. At this point, Baba Galleh Jallow 
removed his hat and showed the Commission the scars 
on his head.

When asked if other inmates were also denied medical 
treatment, the witness said that if there was no order 
from above, nothing would happen. Those prisoners 
survived off extra medications from other inmates. The 
infirmary, he testified, rarely had medicine, and much of it 
was expired. Regarding detainees in the security wing, he 
mentioned Seedy Jaiteh and Ousman Jammeh70. He said 
many of the detainees never went to the hospital, and 
instead would have to ask their families on the outside 
to send medicine. 

Counsel Singhateh then asked the witness to describe 
his court case. Baba Galleh Jallow narrated how along 
with Samba Doro Bah, Yerro Baldeh, Sunkaru Kanteh, 
and Balame Sohna, he was charged with murder and 
armed robbery. The two charges were separate court 
cases. In the armed robbery case, they were assigned 
Justice Emmanuel Nkea. Lawyer Mboge represented 
Balame Sohna, and Lamin Camara and Lamin Jobarteh 
represented Yerro Baldeh. As the witness did not appear 
with his own lawyer, he was assigned one Mr MacCarthy, 
whom he said he promptly rejected because he was too 
soft spoken.  At the end of the robbery case, Samba Doro 
Bah, Sunkaru Kanteh, and Balame Sohna were found 
guilty while Yerro Baldeh was acquitted. The witness then 
said that in the murder case, “Jobarteh imprisoned us on 
that one”. When asked, the witness confirmed that it was 
the same Jobarteh who had represented Yerro Baldeh in 
the armed robbery case, adding that he had later become 
a judge. In the cases, the witness was convicted to death, 
life in prison and seven years in prison, all concurrently. 
At the time of his testimony to the TRRC, he had served 
16 years of his sentence. 

The Counsel then revealed that in her conversations with 
the witness before his testimony, he had told her that the 
present operations commander at Mile 2 Prison, Lamin 
Sowe, was one of David Colley’s orderlies. “Whatever 

David Colley needed, he did it for him,” he testified. 
If Lamin Sowe (also referred to as Jumbo) was not 
present, he continued, then another man named Pa 
Joof would help satiate David Colley’s needs. The 
witness specifically mentioned that both men would 
bring women for David Colley71. Counsel Singhateh 
pointed out that Lamin Sowe had testified before the 
Commission that he was not close to David Colley. 
The witness said this was a lie and that all the prison 
officers knew that Lamin Sowe was David Colley’s 
“right hand.” He agreed that Lamin Sowe would have 
known about what was going on at Mile 2 Prison 
because of his relationship with David Colley. 

The Counsel then asked the witness if there had been 
any improvement in the food during his incarceration. 
The witness said there was not any large difference 
except for the bread. Convicts on the security wing 
are provided a mattress, mosquito net and two 
blankets. At the infirmary, Fanta Sanneh and Fatou 
Bojang try to help the prisoners. He narrated how 
one day Fanta Sanneh took her own vehicle to pick 
up medication for him in Banjul when the infirmary 
was out. He said the infirmary still suffers from a 
lack of constant stock. He added that recently he 
has not witnessed the theft of prisoners’ food, but 
the kitchen is still plagued by hygiene issues and a 
general dearth of spice. 

The witness further stated that the lack of education 
among prison officers, including illiteracy, is still a 
serious problem. He also accused a number of the 
officers of “cross carpeting,” which he said means 
they actually come from the Casamance region of 
Senegal. When asked for evidence to support this 
allegation, the witness claimed that when Chief 
Officer Malang Tamba was caught with cannabis, he 
ran away to his “ancestral land” – Ziguinchor. He said 
he learned this through officers in the prison.

Moving on, the witness said that when he was 
convicted he was given a singular pair of prison 
clothes for the first six months. He said he ended up 
borrowing and sharing clothes with the other inmates 
around him. The Counsel ended her questioning and 
turned the questioning over to the Commissioners.

70Likely a reference to Ousman Jammeh who testified in the previous session of the TRRC. See TRRC Digest Edition 
12, pages 59-72. 
71The Counsel failed to further probe regarding the women being brought to David Colley. This could have been a 
case of sexual exploitation, sex trafficking etc.
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Commissioner Jones asked the witness if he could 
remember when “Vision 2016” was first articulated in 
the prison. Specifically, she wanted to know if it was after 
the detention of United Democratic Party, UDP executive 
members and supporters. The witness responded that 
he could not remember. She then asked if any prisoner 
died from torture after the announcement of “Vision 
2016.” The witness responded that he heard that one of 
Ousainou Darboe’s colleagues died at the NIA. The other 
UDP supporters were in the remand wing, he testified. 
Despite the fact he was in the security wing, he was 
accused of assisting the opposition members in remand. 
He said that Ebrima Jammeh told him that if the Alliance 
for Patriotic Reorientation and Construction, APRC won 
the election, he would be the sacrificial lamb at Tobaski. 
When asked if Lamin Sowe participated in any other 
tortures apart from putting his finger in the witness’ anus, 
the witness said that he was involved in the stealing, the 
beatings, and the torture. He insinuated that ultimately 
Lamin Sowe was after David Colley’s approval. 

Imam Jallow then asked the witness to provide more 
details about the armed robbery and murder that the 
witness was convicted of. Baba Galleh Jallow responded 
that he had never even heard of the two people he was 
accused of killing nor know where they lived. The Deputy 
Chair asked the witness about the whereabouts of his 
wife and child. The witness said he left them in Velingara, 
Senegal. 

Commissioner Kinteh then took the floor and asked the 
witness to describe his experience of the execution of 
the 9 death row inmates in 2012. The witness testified 
that that night, they first came to the cell of Lamin 
Dabo. The door was opened and Alagie Jobe, the current 
Commissioner at Jeshwang, ordered Lamin Dabo to come 
with them. Lamin Dabo, however, refused to leave his cell 
without an explanation. A scuffle ensued and Alagie Jobe 
broke Lamin Dabo’s mouth. Eventually they brought him 
out of the cell in handcuffs and shackles. Next they came 
for Alieu Bah. When they got to “Élève’s” cell they found 
him reading the Quran. They ordered him out of the cell, 
and “Élève” told them to wait for him to put his shoes on. 

According to the witness, Alagie 
Jobe replied that someone who 
was going to be killed did not need 
shoes. 
At this point in the testimony Baba Galleh Jallow 
began to stutter and was briefly overcome with 
emotion.

After a few moments, he continued his narration. 
“Élève” was also handcuffed and shackled and 
taken away. Alagie Jobe then came to the witness’ 
cell and demanded that it be unlocked. Then Deputy 
Commissioner Musa Sanyang said the witness was 
not on the list they had. They moved on to Lamin 
Jarju, who was the last person the witness saw 
removed from number one confinement. 

The witness remembered hearing 
them screaming, “Scattred Janneh, 
they are taking me away, they are 
going to kill me!”
Baba Galleh Jallow then listed a series of people who 
were also taken including a Fula man from Senegal 
named Jibba Bah, Dawda Bojang from Niumi, Malang 
Sonko and a man named “Bouyaka” who according 
to the witness “was not balanced.” The witness heard 
that they then went to the female wing and took a 
woman named Tabora72. He said apart from Alagie 
Jobe and Musa Sanyang, he did not recognise any of 
the men who entered the prison that night. He also 
said that one of the men standing close to his cell 
was speaking with Commissioner Faal. 

Changing course, Imam Sey then asked the witness 
what initially took him to Senegal. The witness 
responded that he had gone to Velingara to help his 
father’s younger brother – who had bone tuberculosis 
- look after his family and their livestock. He said 
he moved to Velingara in October 2004 and he was 

72The correct name is Tabara Samb and it was reported in the media that she was raped before being executed.
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arrested in December of the same year. Imam Bojang 
then asked for more details about the crime the witness 
was imprisoned for. The witness again narrated why he 
went to Velingara in the first place, before saying that he 
did not even know where the murder he was convicted of 
happened. 

The witness then began his concluding remarks by 
expressing how happy he was that he could tell his story 
to an audience. He greeted the Commission and everyone 
in the audience. He blessed everyone with long life and 
prosperity. He said the TRRC was a collective lesson for 
The Gambia. He pleaded with Gambians that they not 
repeat the mistakes of the past. The country, he said, is 
for Gambians, and can only be developed by Gambians. 
The witness appealed to the current President, elders, 
and religious leaders for forgiveness for the prisoners at 
Mile 2 Prison.  He explained how previously suspects were 
rounded up and beaten without even giving a statement. 
He said now people should be properly questioned and 
the rules followed. He again appealed for forgiveness on 
behalf of the prisoners. 

The Chair interrupted to ask if the appeals process in the 
witness’ case had been exhausted. The witness initially 
appeared not to know, but then explained that appeals 
that should take 45 days often go on for five to seven 
years. The witness said his appeal had not yet been 
completed, and asked the Commission to help him with 
the process. With that, he ended his testimony. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary arrest (of Baba Galleh Jallow in 2004 in 
Velingara, Senegal)

Omar Dumbuya, Modou Pika Jallow, Famara Jallow

Assault (of Baba Galleh Jallow in 2004 in Velingara, 
Senegal)

Omar Dumbuya

Torture (of Baba Galleh Jallow in Basse in 2004)

Omar Dumbuya, Modou Pika Jallow, Famara Jallow

Corruption (theft of prison food)

David Colley, Ousainou Colley

Assault (of Baba Galleh Jallow)

Sunkaru Jarju, Muhammed Bojang/Jammeh (last 
name not confirmed)

Assault (of prisoners)

Saikouba Jarju, Muhammed Bojang/Jammeh (last 
name not confirmed), Ebrima Jammeh, Tamba, 
Suwaibou (full name not given)

Denial of medical treatment

David Colley

Torture (of prisoners in 2016)

Yahya Jarju alias Sefla, Ebrima Jammeh, David Colley

Assault (of Lamin Dabo in 2012)

Alagie Jobe

Aided and abetted in extrajudicial killing (of Lamin 
Dabo, Alieu Bah, “Elève”, Lamin Jarju, Jibba Bah, 
Malang Sonko, Dawda Bojang, Bouyaka and Tabara 
Samb)

Alagie Jobe, Musa Sanyang
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Testimonies reported that the food served lack nutrition, which caused non-communicable diseases such as 
beriberi.
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WITNESS NAME: Samba Doro BAH

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 15th June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Arrest and torture of the witness 
and other detainees; the witness’ time in the Gambia 
prison system; conditions in the prisons; Baba Jobe’s 
death

POSITION DURING THE EVENT (S): Farmer and later an 
inmate in the Gambian prison system

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Victim of unlawful 
detention and torture

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Inmate at Mile 
2 Prison

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY: 

Samba Doro Bah told the Commission he was born in 
a village called Sare Geda in the Upper River Region, 
URR, and was around 59 years old at the time of his 
testimony. He also informed the Commission that he was 
presently at Mile 2 Prison with the general convicts. He 
added that he had been confined at the main yard of the 
prison for 12 days. He explained that he believed he had 
been removed from the confinement wing because he 
was perceived as the source of complaints about food 
quality, after he approached the head of the confinement 
wing, at the time, Dudu Touray about the issue asking 
him to speak to the director. He thought Dudu Touray 
did not mind the request, but after pushing the issue 
with several prisoners, the director never spoke to them 
about it. 

When asked if he had been imprisoned elsewhere, the 
witness said that he had been confined in Jeshwang, 
Mile 2 Prison, and the main yard of Janjanbureh Prison 
(also known as MacCarthy). He then specified that he 
had been imprisoned for sixteen years because he was 
accused of murder and robbery. After being accused, he 
was tried and convicted with a death sentence for the 
charge of murder. He was also sentenced to life in prison 
for robbery. 

Counsel Jahateh asked the witness to describe the 
circumstances leading up to his arrest. The witness 
explained that one day, he left his village in Sare Geda 

to go to a junction called Crossma Manda Duwane 
in 2003 and built his own compound. After this, 
his younger brother, who lived in Spain, asked the 
witness to help him build a compound nearby, which 
he did.

A month later, the police came to his home with three 
pickup trucks and surrounded the compound. A friend 
of the witness’ warned him that his compound was 
swarming with police. When the witness went to his 
compound, he found it was full of paramilitary police 
dressed in all black and armed with guns, bottles 
of gas, and other equipment. When he entered the 
compound, an officer called ASP Saho asked the 
witness to identify himself. After he did, a paramilitary 
officer called “Mendy” (no other names given) struck 
him across the head with a bayonet attached to an 
AK-47. The witness asked them to at least tell him 
what he was accused of before attacking him and 
to consider that his wife and children were in the 
compound watching. When asked, the witness said 
the blow from the knife seriously wounded him and 
after being cut with the knife he was further beaten 
by the other officers with pipes, stomped on and tied 
up with a small black rope in front of his wife and 
children. 

They forced his hands behind his 
back and tied them and also tied 
his legs.  
The witness testified that he did not know if they 
were actually given orders to beat him but when they 
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were done, they threw him in the back of a truck and took 
him to Basse. He added that he was not informed of any 
allegations against him before he was taken to Basse. 

Going back to when they threw him in the truck, the 
witness testified that officers continued to beat him 
during the journey. He stated that he did not recognise 
many of his attackers during the ride to Basse but he 
did identify Omar Dumbuya, a man called Konyaaji (first 
name not known) and Officer Mendy. They were present 
at his arrest, Konyaaji was a driver for the police and 
Omar Dumbuya was with the Criminal Investigation 
Department, CID. He added that ASP Saho appeared to 
be the senior-most officer there. 

The witness told the Commission that there was another 
man in one of the other vehicles that had come to his 
compound; a Sarahule called, Baleme Sohna who was 
accused of the same crime as him. He did not know how 
the man was arrested. The witness remarked that when 
they reached Basse, he (the witness) was only semi-
conscious, having bled significantly from the knife wound 
on his head and other injuries acquired in the course of 
the beating. 

Once in Basse, he was taken to the police station. 
The witness said that the then Commissioner of Police 
Famara Jallow approached him and accused him of 
murdering a Sarahule man the previous year with a group 
of other people. The witness told Famara Jallow that he 
would never do anything like that. The witness said that 
Famara Jallow told him, “Samba, if you can remember, I 
once told you that I would catch you and I would destroy 
your world.” Famara Jallow then reminded him where and 
how they met and the witness said he told him “the lady 
in question we were all after was not your wife, she was 
not my wife - she was a free woman.” 

The witness attested that Famara Jallow was still angry 
with him over this, which was why he believed Famara 
Jallow targeted him. When asked, the witness testified 
that at that point he was aware that he had been accused 
of robbery and murder. The witness added that there 
was no proof against him but those allegations were 
the reason he was arrested and taken to Basse Police 
Station. When they arrived, the witness said, he never 
had “peace” again. He was repeatedly told to confess 

to being part of the criminal group that murdered the 
Sarahule man the previous year. The witness told his 
accusers to ask members of his community to attest 
to his character and vouch for his innocence.  

He further stated that when he arrived at Basse Police 
Station, they threw him to the floor and, although he 
was already beaten and bloody, other people beat 
him some more as he was lying there. At the time, 
the witness stated, the Alkalo of Basse was Yerro 
Cham and he came to the police station to vouch for 
the character of the witness and say that he was an 
innocent man. Famara Jallow told Yerro Cham that 
it was none of his business. Famara Jallow warned 
him, “If you do not leave the office, I will disgrace you.”

The Counsel asked Samba Doro Bah to describe 
the beatings he was subjected to in Basse. The 
witness testified that he was taken out of the police 
station to an empty area between the station and 
a settlement called Mansajang. “That’s where they 
destroyed my world”, he said. When asked what they 
did, the witness had to pause to collect himself. The 
Counsel stated that she understood it was difficult 
but that she needed him to take the Commission 
through what happened step by step so they could 
understand. The witness testified that they took him 
to the rice fields and Famara Jallow stripped him 
naked. He told Omar Dumbuya to bring ropes for him. 
In response, Omar Dumbuya offered Famara Jallow 
his handcuffs, but he insisted on ropes. When Omar 
Dumbuya gave him the ropes, Famara Jallow called 
Mendy and Konyaaji the driver to help him tie up the 
witness. They tied his hands and lifted him so that 
his “head was hanging downwards.” The witness 
stopped speaking for a moment and wiped the sweat 
off his brow. He continued, explaining that Famara 
Jallow took 100 dalasi from his pocket and gave it 
to Omar Dumbuya saying, “This man is a Fula, go and 
buy acid for me.” 

The witness testified that Famara 
Jallow said, “If I do not torture this 
man and make him suffer, he will 

not tell me the truth.” 
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Omar Dumbuya returned shortly with a small bottle of 
acid. The witness said he never knew what acid was 
before that day. Famara Jallow took the bottle, separated 
his legs and “opened his private parts”. The witness 
paused between tears and then continued. He testified 
that Famara Jallow dipped a swab into the bottle then 
“put it in his backside.” The witness said that the pain 
went all the way to his head and it felt like someone was 
turning a knife in his skull. The witness fell unconscious 
and when he woke up he was in a cell in Basse.

Apologising for making him revisit such a painful memory, 
the Counsel asked the witness how, specifically, he was 
turned and held upside down. The witness said that 
his captors tied his hands, held him upside down, and 
opened up his legs. The Counsel asked if he was saying 
that it was Famara Jallow who took the acid and put it on 
his anus. The witness responded in the affirmative. “He 
was the one who did all that to me”, he responded. He told 
the Commission that Omar Dumbuya was present as well 
as the driver Konyaaji and Mendy and they participated 
in his torture. The Counsel asked who was holding him 
at that point. The witness said that he did not know the 
others but there were a lot of people around who helped 
with the torture. 

The Counsel then asked the witness if, aside from the 
severe pain he had described, there were any other 
effects of the acid being poured on his private parts. 
The witness said that he believed it was the reason why 
he could no longer “function as a man.” The Counsel 
asked the witness if the acid was put on any other part 
of his genitals aside from his anus. The witness said 
that the liquid acid dripped onto his “private part.” When 
asked, the witness said that the acid burns caused him 
to “suffer greatly, immensely.” The Counsel asked him 
what he saw when he looked at his genitals. The witness 
said that it caused scarring and marks on his body. When 
pressed for further details about what the wound initially 
looked like, the witness said that he used to cry day and 
night because of the pain. He added that it was Baba 
Jobe who was eventually able to assist him. The Counsel 
asked the witness again if there were other effects on his 
body, if his skin was left intact, for example. 

He responded that the effects of 
the injury were still ongoing for 

him and that up to the time of his 
testimony, he still developed 
boils “that would burst and 

were full of blood.” 
The Counsel asked the witness if he knew the 
reason why he was tortured that day on two separate 
instances. The Counsel prodding further reminded 
the witness that had stated early that they were 
trying to get him to confess to those crimes while 
he was tortured. The witness said, “Yes they wanted 
me to own up.” The Counsel added, “And confess to 
crimes that you were saying you did not commit.” The 
witness responded in the affirmative. Expressing his 
innocence, the witness said that he swore on the 
Quran and he stood by that. He added that there 
were two things he knew, he was a herdsman and a 
farmer and that was all he was doing throughout his 
life. Continuing on, the Counsel asked the witness 
if he was tortured again and the witness responded 
that he was beaten everyday at Basse Police Station. 

According to the witness, in those moments of torture 
at Basse Police Station, Famara Jallow ordered 
Omar Dumbuya, Konyaaji, and Mendy to beat up 
the witness. They beat him with pipes filled with wet 
sand. The witness testified that they would torture 
him in a place behind the building where they would 
tie him to raised posts before beating him up until 
they felt tired and left him there. The witness said, 
“When they came for me, they were led by Saho.” But 
Saho himself later came and asked for them to leave 
him alone as it was apparent that he had not done 
anything. Famara Jallow shouted at Saho, telling him 
to leave the area and threatening to have him fired. 
When asked, the witness said that aside from the 
beatings and the acid, he was not subjected to any 
other forms of torture. 

Samba Doro Bah testified that he was at Basse Police 
Station for five months. He was taken to court “when 
they got tired of him” and his case was brought before 
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Justice Baldeh. Before this, the witness was accused of 
working with bandits who robbed people’s property and 
killed people. The witness testified that he did not agree 
with any of those charges. Going back to when he was 
detained at Basse Police Station, the Counsel asked the 
witness if they took a statement from him. The witness 
responded in the affirmative, he said that they were 
beating him as they wrote his statement. He expressed 
that when they took his statement, there were times when 
he did not even know what he was saying so they wrote 
whatever they wanted to. The witness said that an NIA 
officer named Momodou Pika Jallow took his statement. 
The witness was never shown his statement after it was 
written. When asked if he signed the statement, the 
witness testified that they threatened to break all of his 
fingers if he did not. He asked them to read it to him but 
they refused and threatened him instead. 

At this point, the Counsel asked the witness if he spoke 
English. The witness said that he had only picked up 
some words during his time in confinement and was not 
able to write at the time. He said that he was made to 
sign it by force and they also took his thumbprint.

After forcing a confession from the witness and taking 
him to the magistrate’s court, the witness was sent to 
the remand wing at MacCarthy Prison on a court order. 
When asked if he was arraigned at the court in Basse, 
the witness replied that Justice Baldeh happened to be 
a relative of his and when he looked at the witness in 
court he used to cry because it was obvious he had been 
tortured. 

Regarding the obvious signs of torture, Magistrate Baldeh 
told him that he wished he could help him but that he was 
afraid of what the consequences would be for his job and 
for himself if he were to speak up about it. When asked the 
witness confirmed that the magistrate directly said this 
to him and then ordered that he be taken to MacCarthy 
Prison. However, he highlighted that Neneh Cham stood 
for him in court but that while he was at Basse, he was 
never told he had the right to legal counsel nor was he 
given access to it. The Counsel asked the witness if he 
was allowed to contact a family member or a friend. The 
witness testified that his elder brother, his elder wife and 
his son came to Basse to come and see him but they 
were immediately driven away by Famara Jallow. When 

the witness’ son came to see him, Famara Jallow 
told him that his father would be killed and he could 
not see him.  The witness testified that he saw his 
son crying from where he was in the prison but they 
could not communicate with each other.

After the witness was remanded, he spent two days 
in MacCarthy and then was transported to Mile 2 
Prison where he was put in confinement. The witness 
testified that he was transported in a large truck 
full of paramilitaries and several other prisoners 
handcuffed and shackled together. When they left 
MacCarthy and crossed the river, a man called Kalilu 
Sanneh told the paramilitaries that the prisoners 
were going to be killed so, if they wanted, they could 
bring sticks to beat them up. The witness remarked 
that the paramilitary officers were young men and all 
they knew was beating and killing. The witness said 
he was beaten all the way from MacCarthy to Mile 
2 Prison and the paramilitaries took turns. Aside 
from Kalilu Sanneh, the witness could not recall the 
names of any other officers. As for other inmates, 
the witness said that he was transported with Baba 
Galleh Jallow (who had testified during the same 
session), Baleme Sohna, Sunkaru Kanteh, Yerro 
Baldeh from Mansanjang Kunda, and two Bambara 
men from Mali: Dr. Trawalleh and Mahamadou 
Famanta. The witness noted that they had all been 
accused of the same crime. 

When asked, the witness said that they had all been 
arraigned together in front of Magistrate Baldeh, 
given the same treatment, and sent to remand in 
MacCarthy. The Counsel asked the witness if the 
others were also detained in Basse. The witness 
said that they were arrested one by one and brought 
into Basse until they became a group at the police 
station. When asked if the others sustained torture 
similar to his own, the witness said that they were 
all severely beaten and maltreated. Describing the 
injuries inflicted on the other inmates, the witness 
said that Baba Galleh Jallow’s head was split open, 
both of the late Sunkaru Kanteh’s hands were broken, 
Mahamadou Famanta was beaten to the point where 
his leg was dislocated, and one of the men from Mali 
had all of his teeth broken. 
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The witness explained that Famara 
Jallow would sometimes use pliers to 
pull out the teeth of his live victims. 
The Counsel asked if the other prisoners were being 
tortured to obtain a confession, similar to the witness. 
The witness responded in the affirmative. The witness 
testified that when the torture took place, they took all 
of them outside and beat them one by one while making 
the others watch as they waited their turn.

Returning to Mile 2 Prison, the Counsel asked the 
witness where he was taken after they arrived. The 
witness testified that they arrived around dusk and 
then Director of Operations Lamin Sowe - also known 
as “Jimbo” - ordered that they be taken to confinement 
in handcuffs and shackles. The witness spent one year 
and six months in handcuffs “under seal.” He specified 
that Lamin Sowe was now the head of operations of all 
the facilities in the Gambian Prison System. The Counsel 
asked if Lamin Sowe would have been aware of everything 
that happened in confinement. The witness testified that 
Lamin Sowe was in charge of everything that happened 
in the confinement wing and main yard of Mile 2 Prison. 
Clarifying, the Counsel asked if he was referring to the 
security wing of the prison when he said confinement. 
The witness responded in the affirmative.

The Counsel asked if it was correct that Samba Doro 
Bah had been kept in handcuffs in the confinement wing 
for nearly one and a half years. The witness responded 
in the affirmative. The Counsel asked if it was normal 
for prisoners to be kept in handcuffs for long periods of 
time. The witness said he was not the only one that this 
happened to, adding they did whatever they wanted to 
the prisoners. The Counsel asked the witness what he 
meant earlier when he said that he was “kept under seal.” 
The witness said “seal” meant you would be handcuffed 
and also kept in a cell nearly constantly, aside from the 
opportunity to empty a chamber pot in the morning. 
This mode of confinement was different from the other 
prisoners in that wing of Mile 2 Prison because the other 
prisoners were let out of their cells in the morning while 
the witness was constantly locked up. 

The general conditions of confinement were unfit for 
human beings. The witness described the facilities 
as abominable. At the time, prisoners of sound mind 
were housed with people who were “completely 
insane,” some of who looked, to the witness, like they 
were possessed by a Jinn73. Sometimes, he said, 
those prisoners who had “lost their minds,” would 
empty their chamber pot on your head. If you asked 
the guards to do something about it they would say, 
“you are all prisoners here, just go away.” 

Moving through the witness’ long ordeal of 
confinement, the Counsel asked the witness to 
explain how he became a mess boy and eventually 
the chief mess boy and what his duties were in these 
positions. The witness stated that if two people had 
a problem or fought, he would separate them and try 
to mediate between them and resolve the conflict. 
Due to this kind of behaviour, the guards grew to 
trust him and put him in the role of mess boy. When 
asked about the appointment process, the witness 
said that Alagie Jobe and Kalilu Sanneh, who at 
the time were in charge of confinement, selected 
and appointed him. He eventually became the chief 
mess boy after working in his position for some time, 
adding that he was selected by the officers to be 
chief mess boy so that he could act as the mediator 
between guards and prisoners.

As chief mess boy, he performed the role of waiter 
but also of prison officer. Indeed, he would help new 
officers learn which key went to which padlock as 
they made their rounds to the many cells throughout 
the confinement wing, essentially providing training 
to the junior officers in the prison. The Counsel 
noted that the witness knew the ins and outs of the 
prison better than the prison guards and the witness 
agreed. The Counsel said that was exactly why he 
had been asked to testify at the TRRC, adding the 
witness sounded indispensable in the prison system. 

The Counsel asked the witness to describe the food 
that was available at Mile 2 Prison, a subject on 
which they had already heard a significant amount 
of testimony from other witnesses. The witness said, 

73A supernatural creature found in Muslim mythology.
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“there is nothing good in the food they serve us.” He said 
that in the early days of his confinement, they served 
them pap everyday except for sometimes on Sunday, 
adding that the pap was very bad. They used to cook 
the pap the day before and leave it in the open until the 
following morning when they would pour buckets of water 
into the old pap and stir it up with sticks until it had 
mixed with the water. The witness said it was his job to 
bring basins of pap to the cells. Sometimes, he said that 
people would wake up in the morning with their faces 
completely swollen. If he saw that, he would tell them 
that they were suffering from beriberi, which was caused 
by the bad food. The witness said that if you pressed the 
leg of someone afflicted with beriberi, “your finger would 
go inside a hole in them”. 

During the break in the testimony, the witness confessed 
that he knew the names of all of the prison officers and he 
was in “their” hands when he went back to Mile 2 Prison. 
The Counsel asked the witness if he was saying that he 
was worried that telling the truth at the TRRC would put 
his personal safety at jeopardy. The witness responded 
in the affirmative. The Counsel said that the TRRC would 
absolutely guarantee his safety, further stating that if 
anything happened to him, today or tomorrow, everyone 
would know it was because of his testimony. The Counsel 
added that she had already told him that he had a vested 
interest in telling the truth to the TRRC because he had 
been sentenced to life in prison and death, meaning that 
there was very little likelihood that he would be leaving 
Mile 2 Prison. The witness said that it was in his interest 
to try and change the system so that he could have a 
better term of imprisonment there. 

At this point the Lead Counsel spoke to the witness. He 
stated that the TRRC had previously issued a warning 
that witnesses who testified at the TRRC were under the 
protection of the Commission and anyone who interfered 
with them was interfering with TRRC witnesses. He stated 
that it was a criminal offence to harm or interfere with a 
witness and therefore subject to prosecution. The TRRC 
had also sent a letter to prison authorities informing them 
of the rules and reminding them to uphold the law and 
ensure the protection of the prisoners. The Lead Counsel 
said that Commission would put in place a mechanism 
to get feedback from witnesses and prison authorities 
to ensure their fair treatment. He then encouraged the 

witness to be truthful and speak the whole truth 
because providing misleading information to the 
Commission was also a criminal offence. 

The next day, the TRRC resumed proceedings with 
the witness, Samba Doro Bah. The Counsel remarked 
that the other day the witness “was not feeling like 
himself,” adding that he had expressed that he had 
withheld some information from the TRRC because 
he feared for his life and safety. The witness said that 
was quite true. The Counsel said told the witness 
that she hoped he felt ready to share his information 
after the warning issued by the Lead Counsel the day 
before. The witness said he would reveal everything 
he knew. 

After briefly recapping the previous day’s testimony, 
the Counsel returned to the issue of beriberi at Mile 
2 Prison and asked the witness how common it was. 
The witness told the Counsel that beriberi was an 
everyday occurrence in the prison and that it was a 
very dangerous disease because it starts in the legs 
and “climbs up the human being into your stomach.” 
The witness said that if the swelling moved up your 
chest and to your face, you were a dead man. If 
you received early medical intervention you would 
experience continuous urination after taking the 
medicines. He later stated that beriberi was one 
of the leading causes of death and that the only 
change to their diet that occurred after the change of 
government was the loaf of bread they were given. He 
further stated that they now only ate pap on Tuesdays, 
but that no one dared to eat it anyway, adding that 
for the most part, the food had not changed much 
overall, it was still generally of terrible quality.

Samba Doro Bah also revealed that he had personally 
been afflicted with beriberi and had experienced those 
symptoms. He said that he woke up one morning and 
saw symptoms of the disease in his legs. He went to 
the infirmary and found that there was no medication 
at all. He went to Lamin Darboe, one of the nine 
people executed by Yahya Jammeh’s regime, and 
asked him to examine his legs. After looking at the 
witness’s legs, Lamin Darboe told him that he would 
die very soon. The witness said that Lamin Darboe 
brought him four tablets of “beriberi medicine” and 
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instructed him on how to take them. After taking some 
of the medicine, he spent the whole day urinating and 
by the evening the swelling in his legs went down. After 
some further treatment, he was eventually cured of the 
disease. The witness testified that the prison infirmary 
did not have any medicine for him. He said that it was 
common for there to be shortages in medications and 
that you could only rely on fellow inmates or your relatives 
outside of prison to get medications or help. If you were 
lucky, you might get to see the medic Fanta Sanneh who 
would spend her own money to buy medicine for sick 
inmates, adding that he knew she had done so with her 
own money on four or five occasions.

The Counsel asked the witness how Lamin Darboe was 
able to get the medication for the witness if it was not 
available in the prison. The witness could not explain 
how he got the medicine. He suspected he might have 
gotten it from the hospital at some point. The witness 
said that medicine shortages could last up to three 
months sometimes. The Counsel asked if other inmates 
in confinement received access to medicine. The witness 
testified that if there was any medicine at the infirmary, 
Fanta Sanneh would give it to whoever needed it but 
those in confinement were not able to get medicine if 
it was not available in the prison infirmary, as a result, 
many people died of the disease. In those days, by the 
time people were referred to the Royal Victoria Teaching 
Hospital, RVTH it was usually too late for them as they 
were already dead or half dead. 

The Counsel asked the witness if he was saying that 
people were denied medical attention and treatment. 
The witness said that if they were not ready to help 
you then “this is how they leave you in the prison.” The 
Counsel asked if people died as a result of being refused 
care. The witness responded in the affirmative. The 
Counsel asked the witness if he could name some of the 
people who died from being refused medical care. The 
witness said he could remember that Gumanay Touray 
had beriberi and he was “under seal.” He was there 
until he became paralysed because they refused to take 
him to the hospital. By the time Gumanay Touray was 
referred to RVTH, he had died. The witness remembered 
that Abdoulaye Diallo, a Fulani from Guinea-Conakry also 
remained sick in his prison cell for many days, finally 
dying on the day he was taken to hospital.

The witness recalled that one Buba Ceesay from 
Bansang cut his own throat with a razor. The witness 
said that he heard strange noises and when he 
checked on Buba Ceesay, he saw blood coming out of 
his throat. He shouted for the guard on duty, George 
Colley, took the keys from him, and opened the door. 
Buba Ceesay was holding the razor blade in his hand 
and bleeding profusely. He cajoled Buba Ceesay into 
giving him the razor. The witness told George Colley 
to take Buba Ceesay to the hospital immediately or 
else he would die of blood loss. George Colley replied 
that he had to report the matter to his seniors first. 
The witness warned him to be quick. 

The witness said that Buba Ceesay 
was left that way for many hours 
and shouted all night. Eventually 
the guards took Buba Ceesay to 
the hospital but around 1 am they 
returned and said that Buba Ceesay 
had died.
Asked why Buba Ceesay would have cut his own 
throat, Samba Doro Bah told the Commission that he 
had been in prison for so long that he had developed 
mental illness and eventually went mad. When asked 
if it was common to have “mad men” in the prison, the 
witness responded in the affirmative. He said some 
men could endure suffering better than others. The 
Counsel asked if the conditions of the confinement 
wing were such that they could turn sane men insane. 
The witness said that officers looked at inmates in 
confinement as if they were the discarded faeces of 
a donkey.

The witness then confirmed that it was common for 
prisoners to die when they needed help because 
there were simply no guards who would attend to 
it. He said that sane people would lose their minds 
there over time and he even witnessed people 
attempting suicide by bashing their heads against a 
wall. When the witness saw this happening, he would 
try to intervene. He said that some people would 
look around for anything they could use to commit 
suicide.
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When asked if prisoners were able to get attention, 
treatment, or assistance from prison officers in times of 
emergency, the witness said that in many cases, it was 
the inmates who would respond to the emergencies. 

The witness said that it was common 
that some of the young guards were 
too afraid to do anything to assist the 
prisoners, and would just sit there and 
look at the prisoners. 
Samba Doro Bah told the Commission that apart from 
beriberi, other people died of natural deaths. He added 
that changes had taken place and now they were able to 
receive medical care but before people would get sick in 
their cells and lay there until they died. He also confirmed 
that as a mess boy, he assisted many prisoners and 
therefore he saw many prisoners suffering from different 
wounds and injuries inflicted by torture. 

The witness recalled that in 2006 there was a failed 
coup. He said that the first person they brought in was 
one Pierre Mendy. When he was brought in, he was in 
such bad shape that he looked like he was already dead. 
The only sign that he was alive came when he started 
shouting, “Give me water! Give me water before I die!” 
The witness said that the then Director General David 
Colley gave an order forbidding anyone from giving that 
man water. 

The Counsel said that she appreciated the testimony but 
she wanted him to talk about torture that occurred within 
the prison walls. The witness replied that he saw many 
prisoners who were severely tortured and injured and 
were never taken to the hospital for care. The witness 
said that the first time he saw someone being beaten 
in the prison, it was a man called Makodou Jakiteh, who 
was tortured to the point of death and later passed away. 
According to the witness, Makodou Jakiteh was tortured 
to death by Ebrima Jammeh and PO Jabbi, a short man 
from the Jahanke tribe. The witness added that Ebrima 
Jammeh was known as Chief Torturer. When asked who 
else tortured people he said that it included Chief Tamba, 
and a person called Yahya Jarju also known as Sefla, He 
then asserted that he saw Yahya Jarju ordering people to 
be killed. 

The Counsel asked if he knew anyone that was 
actually killed on Yahya Jarju’s orders. The witness 
said that it was a long time ago but he witnessed 
him giving orders for people to be brought and killed, 
though he acknowledged that he did not know or 
could not remember exactly whom he ordered to be 
killed. The Counsel then asked the witness if it was 
a case of him not knowing or if he was not willing to 
tell them more details. The witness replied that the 
reason he said that was because Yahya Jarju would 
give orders to have prisoners beaten, telling the 
guards to beat them until they died. 

The witness said that the inmates 
were not always killed but they 
would be beaten unconscious and 
the guards were instructed that if 
the inmate died in the beating, to 
just dig a hole and bury them. 
He however specified that he did not personally 
witness someone die like that however many people 
were tortured. He named Ebrima (could not remember 
surname), Soriba Conde, Lamin Jah, and Ous Nicoul.  
He said he knew it happened to more people but 
could not name names.

When asked, the witness said that Ous Nicoul was 
caught smoking a cigarette that he acquired while 
out at court. The witness said Chief Tamba caught 
him and ordered for him to be beaten. Ous Nicoul 
was beaten until he “went insane immediately.” 
He was eventually released and was somewhere in 
Serrekunda. 

The Counsel asked if there were any other prison 
officers who participated in torture that he had not 
already named, The witness said that there was 
a group of officers that were notorious for beating 
prisoners mercilessly and they were all related to 
each other. He said that he heard Ebrima Jammeh 
calling Yahya Jarju his uncle and PO Jabbi was David 
Colley’s “boy”. 
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Moving on to the torture site at Mile 2 Prison, the witness 
said there was a place called, “talk true”, close to the 
director’s headquarters, where if you wanted to survive, 
you had tell them the “truth” or you might die. Though 
he was not personally taken there, other prisoners had 
narrated to him that they would start by putting a nylon 
bag on your head as you passed through the front door. 
After putting a nylon bag over your head, they would cuff 
your hands behind you, and force you to lie down on top 
of a large table. The witness said that Ebrima Jammeh 
would call up to ten recruits at a time to stand by and 
then they would beat the person up to their satisfaction. 
“If you die, okay, if you do not die you are lucky.” 

The Counsel said that the witness had said that beating 
and torture also extended to prison officers. The witness 
said that the prisoners and the officers were equally 
treated. He explained that he once shared a cell with 
eight prison officers and they were beaten so severely 
that the inmates actually assisted them and provided 
them with medical treatment for lacerations and other 
wounds. When asked if he could name who carried out 
torture, the witness responded in the affirmative. He said 
that one day an officer named Bori Jallow was caught 
with a cell phone at the main gate and was beaten so 
severely that the witness and other inmates thought 
that he had been killed. According to the witness, the 
“adjutant” and his team beat him. When asked who the 
adjutant was, the witness said that they could maybe get 
his name from the other officers because he had never 
learned the man’s real name. He added that he was a pet 
to David Colley and was always reporting information to 
David Colley, which would result in actions taken against 
persons. Asked if the “adjutant” was still working at Mile 
2 Prison, the witness replied “I left him at the Jeshwang 
Prison and I think he is still a sergeant”. Under further 
questioning, the witness clarified that “E” Jammeh 
(Ebrima Jammeh) and Chief Tamba were part of the team 
and that it was the team of notorious torturers. 

Then, the Counsel asked the witness if he could confirm 
that the arrest, detention, and torture of prison officers 
was the result of trafficking within the prison system. 
He said that that some of the officers had mercy on the 
prisoners and would sometimes give them things like 

cigarettes or tobacco. If any officer was caught giving 
tobacco to prisoners they would be treated very 
seriously. 

Returning to the subject of food, the Counsel said 
that the witness had earlier alleged that sometimes 
food was sold to prisoners instead of being given for 
free. The witness responded in the affirmative. He 
said that people who had been in the prison a long 
time had to develop ways to get food adding that he 
knew all the tricks, if he wanted to get “ten basins 
of food,” he could get them and sell them or keep 
them for himself. Sometimes, the trades took place 
between inmates and sometimes they took place 
between prison officers and inmates.

Moving on, the Counsel asked the witness, who had 
been close to Baba Jobe, to explain how Baba Jobe 
was killed. The witness said he only knew some of 
the details. He said that there was a time when Yahya 
Jammeh gave orders for his “uncle” Aziz Tamba to be 
arrested so that he would be brought into the prison 
and could help assassinate Baba Jobe. When Aziz 
Tamba arrived at Mile 2 Prison, Baba Jobe pointed 
out Aziz Tamba to the witness and told him that Aziz 
Tamba was not a real prisoner but had been put in 
prison to kill him. The witness asked him if he was 
sure, Baba Jobe said yes. 

Samba Doro Bah told the Commission that he 
noticed that everyday when they woke up, Aziz 
Tamba would exit his cell, call for Baba Jobe and 
return to his cell. Eventually, there came a day that 
David Colley sent someone to call Aziz Tamba to 
his office. He spent most of the day there and left 
David Colley’s office around 5 pm. According to the 
witness, when Aziz Tamba left, he (the witness) was 
the only person around because he was attending 
to his responsibilities as mess boy while everyone 
else had been put back in their cells as usual. Aziz 
Tamba told the witness that he knew that he was 
Baba Jobe’s friend and that he knew that Baba Jobe 
could not eat the prison food because it was not good 
for him. Then Aziz Tamba told him that he wanted to 
help him by “giving orders” that Baba Jobe’s wife can 
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cook for him and bring food into the prison. Aziz Tamba 
said that he would collect food from Baba Jobe’s wife, 
give it to David Colley, and then pass it on to Baba Jobe. 
The witness testified that Baba Jobe initially refused the 
arrangement but over time Aziz Tamba cajoled him until 
he agreed. 

After agreeing to the arrangement, the witness said, “the 
food started coming.” At this point, David Colley called 
on Baba Jobe in order to ask him to allow them to collect 
the food from his wife so that the other prisoners would 
not be aware of the arrangement. David Colley suggested 
that the food be sent bought through his office where it 
would be picked up by Aziz Tamba and brought to Baba 
Jobe. After Baba Jobe made the arrangement with David 
Colley, the witness warned Baba Jobe that he should not 
take the deal, pointing out that not long-ago Baba Jobe 
had told him that Aziz Tamba was there to kill him but 
Baba Jobe said he wanted to proceed with the plan. He 
remarked that the food brought usually had very good 
meat. One day, Baba Jobe called the witness to his cell 
to inspect the food. Baba Jobe told him that Aziz Tamba 
had brought it. The witness told him that he believed that 
if Baba Jobe ate the food he would die. Baba Jobe told 
him that he had already eaten some of the meat. Samba 
Doro Bah said that he warned him not to eat anymore or 
share it with anyone and that they should keep it in the 
cell and look at it in the morning. 

Continuing, the witness stated that the following morning, 
all of the food in the basin had turned pitch black and 
was boiling like something in a cooking pot. The witness 
asked Baba Jobe if he had really eaten some of the meat. 
Baba Jobe said he had, but not much. A few days later, 
Baba Jobe’s body started changing and he developed 
pimples and boils from his neck downwards. Baba Jobe 
was eventually taken to the hospital even though it was 
supposed to be Alieu Bah’s turn to go to the hospital that 
day. When Baba Jobe was admitted to the hospital, he 
was kept there for several days. The witness said that 
someone kept him updated on Baba Jobe’s recovery and 
extended greetings from Baba Jobe to the witness saying 
that he was a little bit better. One morning, the witness 
testified, he came out of his cell early and a man named 
Ismaila told him that it had been reported that Baba Jobe 
had died. The witness told him that if that was true, Baba 

Jobe had been murdered. The witness said that 
Lamin Darboe was listening to their conversation and 
when he heard what they said he began to shout 
from his cell, “They have killed him! They have killed 
him!”

Moving forward, the Counsel asked the witness what 
the impact of his imprisonment and torture had on 
him. The witness said that he was alive and talking 
but he was still very sick. He expressed that his 
stomach always felt full and he had trouble eating. He 
believed the problem came from an incident in which 
he was taken from Mile 2 Prison to the confinement 
wing at Jeshwang and which was not fully built and 
therefore full of concrete dust and had no roof. He 
said only he and Lamin Jah were taken to Jeshwang 
in that condition. 

The witness said that the building 
had no roof so they would be baked 
by the sun on hot days, soaked in the 
rain and forced to breathe concrete 
dust when it was windy and stirred it 
in the air. 
The witness believed his ailments came from staying 
in that particular place. 

At this point the Counsel handed the witness over 
to the Chairman and Commissioners for further 
questions.

In response to Commissioner Imam Sey, the witness 
explained that only his son had only been able to 
visit him because the family lived very far away from 
Mile 2 Prison and the trip was also expensive. 

The witness then made his concluding remarks. 
Samba Doro Bah started by saying that he heard 
Lamin Sowe aka Jimbo saying things against David 
Colley when he gave his testimony. The witness said 
that whatever Jimbo said about not knowing what 
was happening was a lie; he knew everything that 
was going on in the prison. According to the witness, 
Jimbo and David Colley had an agreement between 



105|

them and they planned everything in the prison together. 
He further asserted that when they arrested David Colley, 
he spent three months with him in the prison and saw 
what transpired between David Colley and Jimbo. When 
David Colley went to court, the witness alleged that 
Jimbo bailed David Colley and paid David Colley’s fine. 
The witness added that it was Jimbo who put them into 
the dangerous cells at Jeshwang. He said that things 
improved with the help of Allah and PO Sowe who gave 
the orders to remove the cuffs from their hands. He 
further accused  Jimbo and David Colley of causing his 
sickness. He said that Jimbo had done a lot of harm 
in the prison and he treated strangers better than the 
people he worked with. 

Samba Doro Bah stated that there were too many people 
“under seal” and that people with no education should 
not be made a leader in the prison. The three people 
responsible for the confinement wing were all illiterate 
and uneducated. He added that confinement destroyed 
people and if you spent a week or more in confinement, 
without the help of Allah, you would go insane. He 
emphasised that they needed to bring in educated, 
well-trained, merciful people to lead the prison.  The 
witness said that many of the younger officers working 
in the service were educated people but they were also 
downtrodden, never given powers, only given orders by 
leaders who were ignorant and illiterate. 

The Chairman thanked the witness for his testimony. 
The Lead Counsel closed the testimony to reiterate 
the warning that the TRRC had issued to the prison 
authorities on several occasions. The Lead Counsel said 
that the witness was under the protection of the TRRC 
Commission and warned all prison officers not to take 
reprisal measures against prisoners who testified at 
the commission. He added that the Commission would 
continue to monitor the welfare of all of its witnesses 
currently in the prison system with the intention of 
ensuring their protection and that any prison officer or 
official who harmed a TRRC witness would be dealt with 
according to the rule of law. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary arrest

Saho (first name not given), Konyaaji (first name not 
given), Mendy (first name not given), Omar Dumbuya

Torture (of Samba Doro Bah during arrest and in the 
truck)

Saho (first name not given), Konyaaji (first name not 
given), Mendy (first name not given), Omar Dumbuya

Torture/Sexual assault (of Samba Doro Bah at 
Basse Police Station)

Famara Jallow, Omar Dumbuya, Konyaaji (first name 
not given), 

Torture (of detainees in Basse)

Famara Jallow

Torture (of Samba Doro Bah from MacCarthy Prison 
to Mile 2 Prison)

Kalilu Sanneh

Torture (of Makodou Jakiteh)

Chief Tamba, Yahya Jarju alias Sefla, Ebrima Jammeh, 
Jabbi (first name not given)

Torture (of inmates at Mile 2 Prison)

Ebrima Jammeh, Yahya Jarju alias Sefla, Jabbi (first 
name not given)

Forcing a false confession

Momodou Pika Jallow 

Poisoning (of Baba Jobe)

Aziz Tamba 
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Amadou Scattred Janneh, briefly served under Yahya Jammeh as Minister for Communication Information and 
Technology. In March 2011, he joined the organisation Coalition for Change - The Gambia. In June 2011, after 
printing T-shirts that said “End dictatorship now”, he was forcibly disappeared. He was eventually convicted of 
treason and sedition and imprinsoned at Mile 2 Prison.
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WITNESS NAME: Amadou Scattred JANNEH

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 16th June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Being a minister under Yahya 
Jammeh; the witness’ arrest and detention in 2011; the 
justice system; general conditions in the Gambia Prison 
Service; the extrajudicial execution of nine death row 
inmates in 2012

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Minister for 
Communication Information and Technology; member of 
Coalition for Change - The Gambia

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Minister for Communication 
Information and Technology; arrested, detained and later 
convicted of treason and sedition

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Amadou Scattred Janneh began his testimony by 
identifying himself as a son of Gunjur. After completing 
primary and secondary school, he worked at the Royal 
Development Project before moving to the United States 
of America for his tertiary education. He completed his 
PhD in 1990, then taught at the University of Tennessee 
for three years before returning to The Gambia to work 
for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Three months later, he 
went back to the United States to continue teaching, and 
later moved to Savannah, Georgia to establish an import/
export business. In 2003, he returned to The Gambia and 
was hired as a political and economic assistant by the 
American embassy. After three months he was offered 
the position of Minister for Communication Information 

and Technology, which he ended up holding for 15 
months. He stated that after he left government, he 
ran his own private business until his arrest in June 
2011. 

In response to a question about being a minister in 
Yahya Jammeh’s cabinet, Amadou Scattred Janneh 
said the former President was “very unpredictable.” 
The Lead Counsel read from the witness’ statement, 
which was translated by the interpreter as describing 
Yahya Jammeh as a “chameleon” due his changing 
temperament. The witness cautiously agreed, 
maintaining that the former President was unhinged. 
When asked to provide an example, the witness 
related an anecdote from a trip to Thailand when 
the then President asked the Minister74 to decorate 
the Gambian Director of Forestry in ornaments. 
At first the Minister believed Yahya Jammeh was 
joking, but Yahya Jammeh insisted, and eventually 
the Minister complied. The witness said the Thai 
officials were surprised and everyone burst into 
laughter. After a while the Minister was ordered to 
take the ornaments off the Director of Forestry, and 
the meetings continued. Amadou Scattred Janneh 
said the incident was embarrassing, “being a part of 
a government whose leader would behave that way, 
especially in a foreign land.”

The witness said that while many ministers were 
considered very close to the then President, others 
were described as opposition. Specifically, he named 
the then Minister of Tourism Momodou Sallah, also 
known as Sallah Baye, as well as himself. He said 
Momodou Sallah would engage in endless policy 
debates with Yahya Jammeh to the point other 
ministers would tell him to stop. Meanwhile, the 
witness was very persistent on matters related to the 
media, especially the National Media Commission75. 
He said what made them different from other 
ministers was their refusal to agree with whatever 
Yahya Jammeh said, which along with eating and 
drinking attaya, was the norm for a cabinet meeting. 
The meetings were a “façade” devoid of serious 
discussion of national issues.

74The witness did not specify the name.
75The timeline was unclear as the National Media Commission was created in 2001 by the National Assembly but later 
repealed by them in December 2004.
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Amadou Scattred Janneh said he therefore was resigned 
to not expecting much from the meetings. He conceded 
that he was aware of this reality before joining, and said 
he did not expect to last more than three months in the 
job based on the constant hiring and firing. Accordingly, 
he decided to register a private company so that after his 
eventual firing he would have a place to land. 

The witness said he was representing The Gambia in 
Nigeria when he was informed by the staff of Gambia 
Radio and Television Services, GRTS, that they had 
an announcement of his dismissal. Three days after 
returning to The Gambia, he got a letter from the National 
Intelligence Agency, NIA, saying he was fired. He was 
taken to his office to collect his personal items, but he 
had already cleared out his desk. There was no formal 
handing over to his successor. 

After being ejected from government, the witness said, 
he began building his company, Communication and 
Information Technology Enterprise, CommIT, in earnest. 
In March of 2011, he joined an organisation called 
Coalition for Change - The Gambia, CCG. The head of the 
organisation was Ndey Tapha Sosseh76, the former head 
of the Gambia Press Union, who was in exile at the time. 
He explained that he was the organisation’s person on 
the ground in The Gambia, although his affiliation was not 
made public. He explained that he had to be underground 
and that Ndey Tapha Sosseh was in exile because even 
a mild critic of the government would be sent into exile, 
tortured, and/or murdered. 

The Lead Counsel detailed that there 
were around 140 attacks or attests 
made against journalists in this period, 
and the witness agreed that it was a 
repressive environment for the media. 
The witness said that the former President did not 
distinguish between politicians, students, imams, or even 
his own family when he came to meting out repression. 
The Lead Counsel then read from the witness’ statement 
to the Commission, in which he described how the 
tax burden on businesses kept rising while the state 

disengaged from providing basic services. New tax 
categories were created to milk the population, and 
the revenue was used for “extravagant ceremonies, 
wrestling matches, endless holidays and countess 
gifts from the President to characters of all kinds.” 
Meanwhile, the Lead Counsel continued reading, 
the state continued to subject people to a spate of 
arrests, disappearances, mysterious killings, and 
torture. “The entire population increasingly became 
captives of a very ruthless regime determine to exploit 
its citizens to maintain Jammeh’s lifestyle.”

The witness said he stood by his statement, 
referencing a number of new taxes he had to pay at 
the same time that he was contending with electricity 
and water outages. The Lead Counsel brought up that 
another Gambian political scientist77 who appeared 
before the Commission had described Yahya 
Jammeh’s regime as a “military vampire state.” The 
witness said he agreed with this characterisation. 

After the break, Amadou Scattred Janneh described 
the activities of CCG, which he said was in part 
inspired by the Arab Spring in North Africa. They set 
up a website, issued press releases, and began 
planning to establish a radio station in Senegal and 
distribute T-shirts. Whenever the government would 
issue a statement, the organisation would react with 
a press release on the transgressions in the country. 
During the celebrations marking African Liberation 
Day, the witness continued, he participated in a panel 
discussion at the University of The Gambia with Madi 
Jobarteh, Dr. Ceesay, Amie Sillah, and others. After 
the discussion he was fired up, and decided to launch 
CCGs activities sooner than planned. He organised 
the printing of 100 T-shirts with “End Dictatorship 
Now” printed on them and oversaw their distributed.

The witness explained that he was quite surprised 
when he was not immediately arrested for printing 
and wearing the T-shirts in public. Before the event, he 
had made sure to take care of his mother and ensure 
she could sustain herself if he was arrested. After 
a few days of not getting arrested, he was planning 
on leaving for Senegal to continue with the plans to 
establish the radio station. The Lead Counsel then 

76See TRRC Digest Edition 6, pages 40-47. Ndey Tapha Sosseh was also the first woman to become chief editor 
of a newspaper in Gambia.
77This was Abdoulie Saine. See TRRC Digest Edition 11, pages 10-18.
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asked the witness why he thought he would be arrested, 
to which the witness responded that he had seen people 
arrested for far less contentious activities, and figured 
as a former minister, Yahya Jammeh would not take his 
actions kindly. He said he was hoping that, as in Tunisia 
and Libya at that time, his actions might help spark a 
larger social and political change. 

On June 6th, Amadou Scattred Janneh continued, a 
group of plainclothes officers came to his office in Kotu 
and announced he was under arrest. According to the 
witness, they told him that the President was upset by 
the message on the T-shirts. Upon further probing by the 
Lead Counsel, the witness revealed that even in prison, 
officials insinuated that his real crime had been angering 
Yahya Jammeh. He said that normally no one should 
be prosecuted for printing “End dictatorship now” on a 
T-shirt, and at the time he did not think that he would be 
charged with treason.

The witness further narrated that during his arrest, he 
refused to identify his ethnicity on a document they asked 
him to sign, instead insisting on being simply Gambian. 
Through a series of follow up questions, the witness said 
that the officers told him if he did not name an ethnicity 
they would put Mandinka, to which he replied if they did 
that he would refuse to sign the document. After some 
back and forth, that part of the form was left blank. The 
Lead Counsel asked the witness if he would advocate for 
the classification of tribe to be expunged from all public 
documents. The witness said he would, pointing out 
that if he were to identify as Mandinka, his father would 
identify as Pulaar, because he belongs to an ethnic group 
that is almost non-existent in the Gambia. 

Arguing that Yahya Jammeh exploited 
ethnic division to stay in power, he 
suggested Gambians do away with 
tribe and focus on building a national 
identity. 
Returning to his arrest, Amadou Scattred Janneh told the 
Commission that as the officers searched for the T-shirts 
and associated items in his office, he was told he would 

face a panel at the Police Intervention Unit, PIU 
Headquarters in Kanifing. The Lead Counsel pointed 
out that the PIU was responsible for intervening 
in riots, not arrests for distributing T-shirts. Their 
role in his arrest, he said, was another example of 
institutions assuming responsibilities unconnected 
to their traditional mandates. The witness agreed, 
adding that in those days the NIA would get involved 
in civil disputes over the non-payment of debts. 

After the search, the witness was put in an unmarked 
vehicle and they travelled to the PIU Headquarters. 

The witness identified this moment 
– specifically the unmarked vehicle 
and plainclothes officers - as his 
first major concern that he might 
be missing without a trace. 
At the PIU Headquarters, he was taken to a panel 
of police officers he identified as Mamadou Bah, 
Ba Kebba Susso, Ismaila Mendy, Ousman Topp, 
Sulayman Gaye, one Sallah guy, and Famara Wassa 
Touray. He confirmed to the panel that he was behind 
the printing and distributing of the T-shirts and denied 
that anyone else was involved. 

Nonetheless, the witness said, someone with one of 
the shirts was brought in and beaten into implicating 
him. The Lead Counsel asked how he knew the 
beating had taken place. The witness said someone 
he had never seen before was brought before the 
officers and asked where they got the shirt. Initially, 
they replied that the shirt had just been thrown 
to them and they did not know who had been the 
benefactor. The witness confirmed again that he did 
not know the person, and the person indicated at the 
time that they did not know him. The witness testified 
that when the man was taken next door he could hear 
the torture taking place. After the beatings, the man 
changed his story and said the witness had given him 
the t- shirts. He identified Ba Kebba Susso, Famara 
Wassa Touray and Mamadou Bah as the main people 
involved in the torture. 
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Amadou Scattred Janneh told the Commission that after 
he was implicated through the torture of the unnamed 
man, he was bundled into an unmarked car by plainclothes 
officers who said they were taking him back to his office 
to search for more evidence. The witness testified that 
he wanted to find a way to let anyone know that he was 
under arrest. As the car passed the American embassy, 
he told the driver to stop at the gas station to buy some 
water and food. They pulled over, and after two of the 
officers hopped out of the car to fetch the items, the 
witness bolted for the embassy gates. 

The officers jumped into hot pursuit, screaming 
“saacee!”78 as they chased him. The Lead Counsel 
interjected that it must have looked strange for a man 
in a suit and dress shoes to be chased by police yelling 
thief through Kairaba avenue in the middle of the day. 
The witness agreed, and said just to add to the confusion 
he was shouting “saacee” back at the officers. He was 
caught a few meters from the embassy gate by Mamadou 
Bah. According to the witness, Mamadou Bah told him 
that if he had made it inside the gate, he would have 
followed him into the embassy and claimed asylum. The 
witness speculated that this was because the officer 
expected to face Yahya Jammeh’s wrath if he escaped. 

After they caught the witness, he was taken back to the 
PIU Headquarters. On the next trip to his office, he was 
handcuffed and escorted by a truckload of PIU officers. 
However, the witness said he was relieved knowing that 
the cameras at the US embassy would have caught the 
action and that members of the public had recognised 
him and the officers. 

At his office, he continued, they found two shirts and 
collected almost all of his books. He said the officers did 
not produce a search warrant, which initially made him 
think that his lawyer would have an easy time getting him 
off. However, he soon remembered that as The Gambia 
was a dictatorship, the odds were stacked against him. 
Apparently, when he told the officers that they had to 
charge him within 72 hours or arrest him, Ba Kebba 
Susso replied that they could keep him for 72 days and 
nothing would happen. The witness said the officers also 
flaunted their impunity during his panel interrogation 
when they threatened to hand him over “to another group 
that will deal with you.” 

The witness said he believed that 
they were talking about the Junglers, 
and were essentially threatening 
him with torture. 
After the search – in which no inventory of the 
materials confiscated was recorded by the officers 
– the witness was taken back before the panel. The 
witness said he maintained that he distributed the 
T-shirts and denied the involvement of others. The 
panel, he said, resorted to bringing names before 
him to confirm or deny involved. They apparently 
asked about Halifa Sallah, Njogu Bah, Manlafi Jarju, 
George Christensen, Sheriff Mustapha Dibba and OJ 
Jallow.

After the second round before the panel, the witness 
was driven to the airport in one of his own vehicles. 
At the time, he said, he thought that the American 
embassy had gotten involved and they were driving 
him to the airport to be deported to the United 
States. However, when they passed the new airport 
terminal and went to an old, seemingly unused 
building, he began to grow worried. Inside there was 
a police station with three or four cells in which he 
was placed. Beyond offending the President, which is 
not a crime according to the statute books, he was 
not informed of the charges against him. He said he 
still held out hope that he would be released after 
72 hours. He demanded to see a lawyer or his family 
or the US Consul, but all his appeals were rejected. 
According to the witness, Ba Kebba Susso told him 
that they did not want anyone to “mess up” their 
investigation. 

Amadou Scattred Janneh told the Commission that he 
initially spent three days in the cell at the airport. The 
cell itself was covered in urine, had poor ventilation, 
and was infested with mosquitos. He was given a 
plastic bottle for urination and allowed to empty it 
once a day. He was not allowed to bathe nor change 
his clothes. In fact, he told the Commission that he 
had asked the officers to go to his house nearby and 
fetch a change of clothes but they refused. Instead, 

78“Thief” in Wolof. 
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one of the officers gave him his own T-shirt. The first night 
he used his slippers as a pillow, but the next day one of 
the PIU officers confiscated them. He suspected that it 
could have been part of a strategy of sleep deprivation, 
citing the TV blasting and the mosquitos. 

After three days, he was taken to Brusubi Police Station, 
where prisoners were moved around so he would be in 
a cell alone. He spent two nights in the cell, which he 
described as being similar to an outdoor toilet, waiting 
for instructions from Ba Kebba Susso. However, once the 
PIU officers left in the evenings, the police officers at 
the station took pity on him and found a way for him to 
take a bath and contact the US consul and his family. 
The witness said that one of the officers, who was from 
Gunjur, was moved to tears by his situation. 

After two nights at the Brusubi Police Station, Amadou 
Scattred Janneh narrated, he was taken back to the 
airport. When the Lead Counsel asked which of the two 
detention facilities was better, the witness responded the 
question should be which was worse. Answering his new 
question, he said that the airport was worse because 
at least at Brusubi he was able to find some help. 
He speculated that he was moved back to the airport 
because the government realised that the US consul had 
figured out his whereabouts. 

He spent two more days at the airport 
cell, until on the 13th of June he was 
picked up along with another detainee, 
taken to Banjul, and formally charged 
with treason and sedition. 
He postulated that he was charged with treason to 
ensure he could not post bail. At the time, he said, he 
was still confident it would be impossible to convict him 
of treason for distributing T-shirts. After being charged he 
was taken to the security wing at Mile 2 Prison. 

At the security wing he joined Lang Tombong Tamba, Sarjo 
Fofana, Baba Jobe, and Ngorr Secka. He said the men 
approached his cell, having heard of his case, and gave 
him counselling on how to cope in the prison system. 
They also shared some of their supplies such as food 

and toothpaste. He pointed out that these men were 
influential or had money, and therefore were able to 
have these items smuggled into the prison. However, 
the next day a prison officer he identified as Jimbo79 
saw the items in his cell, grew infuriated, and called 
superintendent Alagie Jobe to the cell. The items were 
seized, and the witness was moved to Bambadinka. 

Amadou Scattred Janneh told the Commission that 
the Bambadinka he was taken to was in Jeshwang 
Prison. When asked if “crocodile hole” was an 
appropriate description of his cell in Jeshwang, he 
replied a bambadinka is a crocodile’s natural habitat, 
but for a human, it was an unpleasant place. When 
they arrived at Jeshwang, he was taken to a cell 
occupied by Alieu Bah – a death row inmate who had 
been sent to Bambadinka for using a phone - who 
was asked to come out of the cell. The Lead Counsel 
asked if Bambadinka was used as a punishment for 
high profile detainees, and the witness responded 
that the threat of Bambakinda alone was enough to 
get many prisoners to cooperate with hard labour. 

Upon arrival, the witness said, he was asked to 
remove his clothes. He took off everything except 
his underwear, but Jimbo insisted he strip completely 
naked, and ordered one of his juniors to remove 
the witness’ last layer. This happened in front of 
all the prison officers and the other prisoners. The 
witness later said that he believes the purpose was 
to humiliate him and cause distress. He said he was 
sure they knew what they were doing was a serious 
violation of rights because the junior officer who was 
ordered to remove his underwear said “I’m sorry 
uncle” as he completed the task. He was then given 
back his clothes, and put in a cell at Bambadinka. 

Bambadinka, he continued, was full of geckos that 
came to hunt the insects drawn by the handful of 
lights kept on at all times. The roof, constructed of 
concrete with metal over it, had seriously deteriorated, 
which meant that ventilation was less of an issue, but 
at the same time the cell became incredibly dusty 
during the day. Meanwhile, he was soaked every day 
during rainy season. He wrote an article under a pen 
name that was published in the Daily News to inform 

79From other testimony in this session, we believe this to be Lamin Sowe.
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the public about the conditions in the prison. He even 
complained about the roof in court, but the judge did 
not take the issue seriously, saying the rainy season was 
almost over. Guards were instructed to inspect his cell, 
but that never happened, and an order the judge later 
issued was never implemented. 

Throughout his seven-month detention, 
he was only allowed to leave the cell 
for ten minutes a day to bathe and 
empty his chamber pot. 
He was subject to three-times-daily searches. During the 
first three to four months of his time in prison, he was 
not allowed any family visitation and even had problems 
seeing his lawyer despite the fact he was going to court. 
The American consul only was able to visit him twice. He 
added that the food was of very poor quality. Some days 
it was just rice and foreign particles in the food were 
not uncommon. Whenever pap was served, the prisoners 
would throw it away, believing it was responsible for 
causing beriberi. 

The Lead Counsel then changed tracks and asked the 
witness to speak about tribalism in the prison service. 
The witness stated that many of the officers had Jola 
surnames, came from Kanilai, or had some relation 
to Yahya Jammeh. The result, he said, was that prison 
service was viewed as an instrument of the President. 

Moving on, the witness alleged that many of the officers 
at the prisons made their living exploiting prisoners 
and the prison system. Specifically, he described how 
prisoners were used to cut down mango trees and 
process charcoal. He said this was done right outside 
his cell and he complained about the billowing smoke 
but to little avail. He later added that the production of 
charcoal on the prison premises was likely not authorised 
by the regulations. He also claimed that rations meant 
for prisoners were stolen by prison officers. He said that 
one evening in September 2011, around 7pm the vehicle 
assigned to the then Deputy Director Yahya Jarju, alias 
Sefla, went to the part of the prison where the rations 
were kept. The driver, a junior officer, then loaded it 

with rice, cooking oil and soap, and left the prison. 
According to the witness, the entire leadership of the 
prison was benefitting from these illegal enterprises. 

The Lead Counsel then moved the testimony onto 
the witness’ trial at the high court before Justice 
Nkea80. The witness claimed it was a sham trial and 
that Justice Nkea was a puppet who rejected every 
issue his lawyer raised and ruled in favour of the 
prosecution regardless of the situation. The Lead 
Counsel then read from the witness’ statement, which 
put forward that the outcomes of trials involving Yahya 
Jammeh and his cronies were pre-determined. All 
members of the National Assembly owed their tenure 
to Yahya Jammeh, who handpicked candidates and 
ensured they were well funded. After compelling the 
opposition to boycott legislative elections in January 
2012, he controlled the legislature and was able to 
amend the Gambian constitution to eliminate second 
round voting. According to the witness’ statement, 
rules which stipulated that legislators expelled from 
their parties lost their seats in the National Assembly 
allowed Yahya Jammeh to keep the legislature loyal 
to him. 

Meanwhile, the Lead Counsel continued to read, 
Yahya Jammeh dominated almost all sectors of 
the economy, ignoring constitutional provisions that 
were supposed to guard against conflicts of interest. 
Many of his establishments displayed his image 
or were painted green. In the executive, people 
became accustomed to regular hiring, firing, re-
hiring, and re-firing. Meritocracy was discarded and 
loyalty was ascendant. He controlled the “injustice” 
system through mostly Nigerian mercenary judge, 
magistrates, and prosecutors who were willing to 
do the President’s bidding in exchange for attractive 
salaries and fringe benefits. Combined with the 
constant hiring and firing, many of these imported 
judges would bend over backward to guarantee their 
position. 

The witness confirmed that he stood by his statement. 
He said that as his trial progressed, he came to expect 
to be convicted regardless of the evidence. True to 
form, the Lead Counsel continued reading, the judge 
acted as a member of the prosecution team. Indeed, 

80He is likely referring to Emmanuel Nkea.
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Justice Nkea and Prosecutor Abdoulie were beer drinking 
buddies, and several members of the investigation 
panel were coached to narrate a story of how CCG was 
plotting to topple the democratically elected leader of 
The Gambia through violent means. This was all done, 
the Lead Counsel read, in an effort to make the judges 
task of rationalising the conviction easier. 

At the end of the trial, Amadou Scattred Janneh said, 
he was found guilty and sentenced to life in prison for 
treason and three years with hard labour for sedition. His 
co-accused were given the same sentence for sedition, 
but were not convicted of treason. He was to serve his 
sentence in the confinement wing of Mile 2 Prison. 

In his statement, the witness said 
that it was “like a fairy tale,” for three 
innocent men to be condemned to 
one of the world’s worst prisons for 
printing 100 T-shirts. 
Delving deeper, the witness said that Mile 2 Prison was 
one of the worst prisons in the world because of the high 
mortality rate, which was in part caused by widespread 
neglect. The deadliest diseases, he said, were beriberi, 
diabetes, hypertension and tuberculosis. He specifically 
remembered Abba Hydara Barry, Sulayman Ceesay and 
Lamin Darboe81 as passing away, and said at least five 
other names were included in an article he penned. These 
deaths were in part caused by a lack of access to medical 
facilities and underqualified medical practitioners. 
Furthermore, he said, they shared a building with people 
with tuberculosis, which is known to be highly contagious, 
as well as people with mental illnesses. He cited the case 
of Sulayman Ceesay - who killed a woman in Brufut and 
tried to barbeque her – who was kept in the same unit as 
the witness. Nonetheless, his biggest fear was that the 
building would catch fire at night and the inmates would 
be burnt alive in their cells before the guards could fetch 
the keys from the headquarters. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to expand on 
the issue of people in pre-trial detention being kept in the 
confinement wing for a long time without going to court. 
The witness cited the case of Abdulrahman Baldeh, who 

the witness said was there from 1997 to the time he 
was released without being taken to court or formally 
charged. He also cited the case of MB Sarr82, a naval 
commander before his arrest, who never appeared 
in court. He also mentioned a man with the surname 
Jammeh from Kanilai who was in a similar situation. 
The witness explained that the system for knowing 
which prisoners were supposed to go to court was 
poor and in many cases prison officers had to go 
from cell to cell looking for prisoners. 

The food at Mile 2 Prison, the witness continued, 
was similar to what he was served at Bambadinka in 
Jeshwang. Inmates were only allowed 30-minute visits 
with family members every three months, and this 
was not extended to those on death row. The threat 
of withholding family visits or denying healthcare 
was used against those considered enemies of the 
President. He said the issue of overcrowding was 
much more serious in the main yard and remand 
wing, and that in confinement they at least had 
their own cells. He claimed that outside oversight 
institutions such as the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, ICRC, and Amnesty International were 
denied access to the prisons. He recalled that after 
he was released, he worked with Juan Mendez to 
prepare his report, but even he was denied access. 

During his stay in prison, Amadou Scattred Janneh 
said, the conditions continued to worsen as the 
official neglect and indifference heightened. 

He pointed out that one of his co-
accused, Michael Uche, a Nigerian 
married to a Gambian, ended up 
losing his life in prison. 
Michael Uche, the witness said, knew nothing about 
CCG beyond printing the T-shirts. The prisons were 
not used for rehabilitation - instead people were just 
dumped there. He suggested that part of the problem 
was that prison officers had inadequate education, 
very low salaries, and very poor working conditions. 

The Lead Counsel then moved the testimony onto the 
execution of the nine death row inmates in August 

81The witness specified this was a different Lamin Dabo than the person executed in 2012. 
82This is likely a reference to Mahmoud Babadi Sarr. See TRRC Digest Edition 12, pages 124 – 132.



|114

2012. Amadou Scattred Janneh told the Commission 
that in the lead up to Eid that year there had been hope 
among the prisoners that Yahya Jammeh would heed 
the calls of religious leaders who had appealed for him 
to free some of the prisoners. Instead, he said, Yahya 
Jammeh announced he would kill every one of the death 
row inmates within a month’s time. The fact that he 
refused to see foreign diplomats appealing for him to 
change his mind further frightened people in the prison 
system. 

The witness said that he worked with two inmates, 
Lamin Dabo and Alieu Bah, to put together a list of 
everyone on death row. They counted 48 people. Then, 
on the night of 23rd August 2012 a group of security 
personnel, including superintendent Alagie Jobe and 
Deputy Director Yahya Jarju came into the prison yard. 
They collected eight inmates from the male section, 
and one woman, Tabara Samb, from the female section. 
Among those they selected were Abubacarr Yarboe, who 
the witness said had a serious mental illness and, unlike 
the other inmates, did not even offer any resistance. 
In fact, he said, Abubacarr Yarboe came out of his cell 
without clothes. Dawda Bojang, another person who was 
executed, still had his case in the appeals court. Lamin 
Dabo, he said, had had his sentence commuted to life, 
but was executed nonetheless. 

As Lamin Dabo was being taken from 
his cell he started yelling “Amadou, 
they are going to kill me!” in Wolof. 
The witness said at this moment he realised that by 
calling his name, Lamin Dabo had essentially enlisted 
him to help spread the word about the executions.

After the prisoners were removed from the prison, the 
witness said, he put together a list of those who had 
been taken. Using an iPhone 4 he had smuggled into the 
prison to communicate with the American embassy and 
human rights organisations, he sent the list of names 
to Ndey Tapha Sosseh, who published the list. For two 
days, he narrated, the government denied the executions 
had taken place. They later admitted the executions had 
happened and that the list of names was accurate. He 

claimed that as a result of the international pressure 
that followed the executions, no more death row 
inmates were killed. Indeed, he said the spotlight the 
incident brought to The Gambia helped contribute to 
his freedom. 

While he was in prison, he said, Ndey Tapha Sosseh 
teamed up with Banka Manneh to create an 
umbrella civil society association, which coordinated 
statements and court actions. He also named Jeggan 
Grey-Johnson as contributing to the effort. These 
activities helped muster international pressure to 
win the freedom of Tamsir Jasseh and the witness. 
Eventually, James Gomez and Reverend Jesse 
Jackson intervened, and the two men were pardoned 
and subsequently expelled from the country. The 
witness said that the then Minister of Justice Lamin 
Jobarteh threatened that if he continued his anti-
government activities, he might not see his mother 
again. 

At this point the Lead Counsel ended his questioning 
and turned the floor back over to the Chair. Chairman 
Sise told the witness he had contributed and 
sacrificed significantly in the struggle against the 
outrageous brutalities of the previous system. He 
reminded everyone that the TRRC was responsible 
for coming up with a list of recommendations, and 
thanked the witness for his statement, which the 
chair said would be invaluable in that effort. 

Commissioner Bishop Odico then asked the witness 
about the cabinet meetings under Yahya Jammeh. 
The witness said that before the meetings, an agenda 
and policy papers were circulated but that on many 
occasions the President would cancel the meeting, 
or completely change the topic once he arrived. 
The meetings themselves were sporadic, and the 
participants were always fed well and had plenty of 
attaya. Sometimes after a meeting a colleague might 
not be seen again and he would be later informed 
by his driver that they had been fired. In response 
to a question about the people with mentally illness 
in prison, the witness said that some were ill before 
they were even convicted, while others became ill 
during their time in prison. 
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Commissioner Kinteh then asked the witness to 
clarify if he was referring to Jimbo or Jumbo earlier in 
his testimony. The witness replied that perhaps his 
regional accent from Gunjur was confusing things. The 
Commissioner detailed the accusations leveled against 
Jimbo, and again wanted to know if this was the same 
Jimbo the witness had mentioned. The Lead Counsel 
interjected that in the course of their investigation they 
had identified both a Jimbo and a Jumbo, and that the 
witness had been referring to Jimbo in his testimony. The 
Commissioner then asked if the witness could shed more 
light on the alleged torture of Lang Tombong Tamba. The 
witness replied that he was not as familiar with Lang 
Tombong Tamba’s case, but that he knew that Alieu Bah 
was tortured, as was the former Inspector General of 
Police who he identified as Jesus. He said this kind of 
treatment was common in prison. 

Commissioner Imam Jallow congratulated the witness, 
then asked if CCG was continuing to work as a watchdog 
for the country. The witness responded that they were 
passing on the mantle to a new generation, but that they 
continue in the fight for democracy and human rights. 
Commissioner Jones then asked about the detention 
centre at the airport. The witness said there was no one 
else detained there at the same time as him, and that 
he could not say whether on not it was used as a torture 
facility, but that the urine and faeces made him suspect 
that other people had also been kept there. 

The chair, picking up on the reference to a chameleon 
made earlier in his testimony, asked the witness if Yahya 
Jammeh took on the colours of the people around him 
in the same way as a chameleon. The witness said that 
Jammeh was very unpredictable and would turn on people 
he was close to very quickly. 

In his concluding remarks, Amadou Scattred Janneh 
told the Commission that he was very happy to have the 
opportunity share his story. He said his main concern now 
was that he sees signs of the country moving back in the 
direction of Yahya Jammeh’s style of rule. He stated that 
much of the system they fought against is still intact. 

Some of the same individuals 
he mentioned are still serving in 
government. 
He warned against empowering the executive too 
much, and said that reforms must be meaningfully 
pursued. He said security sector reforms were 
important, and that he was especially keen on term 
limits, diaspora participation, and redistricting. Once 
the TRRC’s report is submitted to the government, he 
said, they must follow through on the recommendations 
provided. He pointed out that similar commissions 
have had their recommendations disregarded, and 
said he hopes this does not happen with the TRRC. 
He again reiterated his support for the TRRC and its 
work, and thus ended his testimony.  

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Torture (of unnamed person in 2011)

Ba Kebba Susso, Famara Wassa Touray, Mamadou 
Bah

Enforced disappearance (of Amadou Scattred 
Janneh in 2011)

Ba Kebba Susso, Mamadou Bah

Degrading treatment (of Amadou Scattred Janneh 
in 2011)

Lamin Sowe alias Jimbo, Alagie Jobe

Corruption (theft of prison food)

Yahya Jarju

Miscarriage of Justice 

Justice Nkea

Aided and abetted in extrajudicial killing (of Lamin 
Dabo, Dawda Bojang, Abubacarr Yarboe, Dawda 
Bojang and Tabara Samb)

Alagie Jobe, Yahya Jarju
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who were butchering the stolen animals in Jeshwang 
cemetery and then selling the meat in the market. He 
also participated in police raids of other suspected 
criminal groups. According to the witness, the task 
force was successful in reducing the crime rate in 
the area.

The Deputy Lead Counsel then moved the testimony 
onto the topic of the prison service, the point 
of which, according to the witness, is to reform, 
rehabilitate, and “repatriate”. When a prisoner 
arrives, he explained, they should be reassured and 
either provided the opportunity to practice their craft 
or to pick up another, so that when they eventually 
leave they can help support their families. According 
to the Prisons Act, the procedure for admitting a 
prisoner to Mile 2 Prison is different for a convict, a 
remand prisoner or a detainee. He said that those 
who are brought to prison must be accompanied by a 
warrant. Remand, he explained, is for someone who 
is coming from court and has not been convicted of 
a crime. The Deputy Lead Counsel summarised that 
according to the Prisons Act, there are two kinds 
of people who should be admitted to the prison: 
convicts and those on remand. At first the witness 
said that these procedures were strictly adhered to 
between 1994 and January 2017, but he then added 
that there were other types of people admitted to the 
prison as well. 

In addition to convicts and remand prisoners, he 
elaborated, there was another category called 
“detained prisoners” who usually came to the prison 
on an executive order. These individuals were not 

WITNESS NAME: Jombo JALLOW

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 17th June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Arbitrary detention at Mile 
2 Prison; nepotism in the prison service; torture and 
assault of prisoners; malnutrition and denial of medical 
care

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Prison officer in the 
Gambia Prison Service

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Prison officer in the 
Gambia Prison Service

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Prison officer in 
the Gambia Prison Service

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Jombo Jallow began his testimony by differentiating 
himself from another prison officer whose name is Lamin 
Sowe but goes by the nickname “Jimbo.” He told the 
Commission that after completing form four in secondary 
school, he applied to the prison service and began his 
training in January of 1990.  After seven months of 
training he was posted to Jeshwang Prison for nine years. 
The witness described the prison at that time as an 
“open camp” without a real fence beyond the propped up 
old airport runway irons83 and generally used for people 
with shorter sentences. 

Around 1997, he narrated, he was transferred to Mile 2 
Prison for almost a year before being transferred again to 
Janjanbureh. He worked upriver for two and a half years 
and then was brought back to Mile 2 Prison where he 
was posted to the yard as officer in charge. In 2006, he 
continued, he was sent back to Janjanbureh. The Deputy 
Lead Counsel then summarised that the witness had 
worked in the Gambia Prison Service for three decades 
and was knowledgeable about the prison service. 

When asked if he had ever been posted outside the 
prison service, the witness explained that he had been 
part of an anti-crime taskforce established to deal with a 
period of high crime in Serrekunda that included officers 
from multiple branches of the government. He described 
in lengthy detail how he rose up the ranks and played 
a key role in the arrest of a band of livestock thieves 

83A reference to the large iron plates that were used to construct a runway outside Barra by the British colonial 
government during World War Two and repurposed by Gambians after the war. 
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needed medical attention, the officers had to first 
get it approved by a superior. He narrated how the 
inmates would be let out of the cells once a day in 
the morning to clean their chamber pots, bathe and 
fill their water bottles.  

Jombo Jallow then told the Commission that while 
beatings did not take place in his presence, he 
knew that it did occur. In many cases, inmates were 
taken to the NIA to be assailed there. He gave the 
example of Lang Tombong Tamba, who he said was 
collected from the security wing and taken away by 
the NIA. When he was brought back, he clearly had 
been assaulted, and the prison officer who received 
him, Ebrima Ceesay, complained that he had not be 
returned in the same condition he left in. Apparently, 
Ebrima Ceesay told the NIA officers that he would 
not receive Lang Tombong Tamba without documents 
from medical professionals, fearing that if Lang 
Tombong Tamba were to die from his injuries, the 
prison officers would be blamed.  

“That became a disaster for Ceesay,” 
the witness continued. “Ceesay was 
charged, they detained him, and then 
he was dismissed.” 

The witness added that after Ebrima Ceesay was 
dismissed, “no one dared to say anything again.” 
When the Deputy Lead Counsel asked who had issued 
the dismissal, the witness replied David Colley was 
aware of everything that happened in Mile 2 Prison. 
“He is the one that made dismissals,” he testified. 
“He promotes people, he demotes people, if he wants 
to transfer you he will transfer you, if he wants to 
dismiss you, he will dismiss you, and whatever manner 
he wants to do to you, he will do to you”.

Jombo Jallow then told the Commission about the 
tortures he heard about from other prison officers 
and even the inmates themselves. According to 
what he heard, they were taken at night by masked 
men who inspired fear in the prison officers. When 
the inmates were returned, they were clearly badly 
beaten. He named Wassa Camara, Bunja Darboe 

accompanied by a warrant. Instead, the orders for their 
detention came from the Office of the President or the 
National Intelligence Agency, NIA. Before a detainee 
would arrive, the then Director General David Colley and 
the commissioners would be made aware and would 
instruct the junior officers to admit them. “When you are 
given an order you refuse to obey you will be charged for 
disobedience,” Jombo Jallow testified. 

During the 22 years that Yahya Jammeh was president, 
there were many commissioners of operations, the 
witness explained. Among them were Commissioner 
Ousainou, Commissioner Faal, Commissioner Alieu 
Ceesay and Commissioner Lamin Sowe Jimbo. He said 
that detainees were brought in during the tenure of all 
the aforementioned commissioners. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel then asked why some people 
who were awaiting their trial in the remand wing were 
instead sent directly to the security wing. The witness 
responded that this happened when a person was very 
aggressive and there was reason to believe they would 
cause a disturbance in the overcrowded and somewhat 
public remand wing. At first, he said that people who 
were supposed to be in the remand wing but went to 
the security wing were still afforded the same rights as 
someone in the remand wing. The Deputy Lead Counsel 
countered that to the contrary, they had received 
evidence that these people were not allowed to receive 
food brought by family. The witness acceded that this 
treatment was in fact rampant at the time, agreed that it 
was being done against the rules of the Prisons Act, and 
identified David Colley as the director general at the time. 

After describing the procedures officers followed for 
changing the shift, Jombo Jallow told the Commission 
the security wing was overcrowded. The Deputy Lead 
Counsel clarified that it was overcrowded because there 
were detainees who should have been in remand who 
had been moved to the security wing. The witness agreed 
and mentioned that during the stint he worked in the 
security wing, he met Juma Saho, Lalo Jaiteh and Omar 
Darboe, who were all people who should have been in 
remand. He added that the prison officers could get in 
significant trouble, including dismissal, for allowing these 
men visitors or outside food. If the inmates said they 
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around him. Whenever he came to the yard, people 
would move to avoid being seen by him because they 
were afraid of him. “He could detain you, dismiss you, 
demote you,” he testified. “No one could do anything 
about it because he was the director general.” At the 
same time, he continued, people honoured him. 
Despite the suffering David Colley put the witness 
through, after nine years of service in Jeshwang and 
Mile 2 Prison, he said at the end of the day he still 
honoured the then director general.

The Deputy Lead Counsel then asked the witness 
to describe the prison at Janjanbureh. Jombo Jallow 
articulated that a large group of political prisoners 
were once brought in on his watch. He said it was 
more than 10 years ago and he cannot remember any 
of the detainees’ names, but that the conditions were 
humane and then Commissioners Bojang and Kebba 
Ceesay used to come and talk with the prisoners. At 
the time the prison only had a remand wing, three 
large cells for convicts, and lacked a security wing. 
Due to how long ago the event was, the witness said 
he could not remember whether or not the prisoners 
were overcrowded but did recall that they had orders 
not to release them. 

Moving onto his experience at Jeshwang Prison, 
Jombo Jallow told the Commission that those he 
saw transferred to Jeshwang from Mile 2 Prison 
were convicts and many of them were soldiers. He 
specifically named Baba Manneh, Kabareh, Corporal 
Njie, Kairaba and Trawally. The witness again said he 
was unaware of detainees being taken to Jeshwang 
but that it was understood that “headstrong” 
prisoners were transferred to the prison. Responding 
to questioning from the Deputy Lead Counsel, the 
witness said that Bambadinka was also located in 
Jeshwang Prison. He said it was a separate building 
and quite a distance from the main prison complex. 
It consisted of a series of small individual cells, each 
with a door, a slab to sleep on and a small window. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel then directed the 
questioning back to the cell conditions in the main 
yard at Mile 2 Prison. Jombo Jallow recalled that 
overcrowding was a serious problem. The mass of 
bodies and lack of a fan meant that if the cells were 

and Yahya Darboe as victims of this treatment. Under 
further questioning he agreed that it was NIA officers who 
took detainees out of the prison calls to beat them. 

Many people in the prison were also aware of beatings 
that took place within the walls of Mile 2 Prison, the 
witness continued. He described how a prisoner named 
Falu Ceesay, who was a tailor, was arrested and seriously 
beaten as a result of a “misunderstanding.” After the 
assault, the witness said that he recommended Falu 
Ceesay for a “red band.”84 Those responsible for the 
attack on Falu Ceesay constituted a special group, whose 
members consisted of Ebrima Jammeh, Muhammed 
Jabbi, and Malang Tamba.  According to the witness, 
Ebrima Jammeh was their leader and known as “Chief 
Torturer”. 

This witness described how this group was known to 
take inmates behind the confinement area or to the 
headquarters to unleash their assault. He later described 
how he heard from prisoners that they were beaten with 
pipes and sticks, and sometimes whipped – more than 
the 12 lashes allowed under the Prisons Act - while the 
officers demanded they confess to various crimes, real or 
imaginary. “It didn’t please us,” he said, “but we couldn’t 
do anything about it.” After describing how a prison should 
operate, he clarified that the rules were not followed by 
“Chief Torturer,” and there is no part of the Prisons Act 
that gives officers the power to torture prisoners. 

When asked about the role of then Director General 
David Colley, the witness explained that “he was aware 
because it used to happen behind his office.” He said 
he was not aware of David Colley ever doing anything to 
stop the mistreatment or punishing the perpetrators. In 
fact, he said, the former Director General “empowered 
them.” When survivors of these attacks would request 
medicine, it would go through the normal procedures, but 
if the person was “not in the good books with them they 
could omit your name from the list”. Jombo Jallow added 
that he personally witnessed this happen. 

According to the witness, no one challenged David 
Colley’s authority within the prison. He named Kassim 
Badjie, Wali Corr, Babucarr (last name not given) and 
Lamin Sanneh (now an inspector) as people who served 
as his orderlies. He added that then director general was 
very aggressive and known to shout constantly at those 

84A “red band” is given to a prisoner for good behaviour and gives special privileges. 
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If an inmate passed away in the middle of the night, 
he explained, the system was for an officer on duty 
would take the emergency key (which they would be 
responsible for explaining later) and call the medics 
and remove the recently deceased. 

However, when asked point blank 
by the Deputy Lead Counsel, he 
admitted that prisoners who died 
had stayed in their cells all night 
until they were opened in the 
morning.
The Deputy Lead Counsel then asked the witness 
to detail his ordeal in the remand wing. Jombo 
Jallow told the Commission it began with another 
officer named Solo Manjang, who asked him to help 
confiscate contraband cell phones in confinement. 
At first, he protested because of his injured hand, 
but eventually gave way, and along with another 
officer named Omar Manneh, they found a plastic 
bag buried with two cell phones. They called a senior 
officer with the surname Bah who, along with other 
officers, congregated around the cell phones. The 
witness related that he gave one of the phones to 
Lamin Darboe, and took the other one to confirm it 
had a sim card in it. Suddenly another officer named 
Abdoulie snatched the phone and took it away. When 
he returned it, he said there was no sim card in it. 

While the situation was reported up the ranks to 
Director General David Colley, the witness went to the 
medic to seek assistance with his injured hand. He 
added that, afterwards he was told to go to Holgam85 
and give a statement about what had transpired. Later 
he got a call from Abdullah Mikailu, who at the time 
worked at the Ministry of Justice. He told the witness 
that the case was now at the Banjul Magistrate Court, 
and as the phone had been snatched from his hand, 
he was being called to testify. “Since that day I never 
had peace again,” he told the Commission. 

After he testified in court, Jombo Jallow narrated, 
he was put back on one of the daily shifts at the 

opened at night, heat would pour out the door. Completing 
a headcount of the prisoners was difficult, “we’d get 
lost because of all the people there.” It was impossible 
to move around without stepping on someone. At night 
there was not enough space for everyone to lie down, he 
continued, and some prisoners spent the evening sitting 
up and then sleeping during the day. 

Others would clean and then sleep in 
the toilet area.
The witness then told the Commission that the food 
at Mile 2 Prison was very poor. Many refused to eat 
it, and if it were not for the hunger, the food would go 
untouched. When asked about malnutrition, he testified 
that everyone knew about beriberi, the first symptoms of 
which were swollen feet and muscle atrophy. Prisoners 
who were able to visit the clinic to get medication and do 
exercise were able to prevent the disease from climbing 
their body and killing them. In addition to beriberi, 
prisoners also suffered from pneumonia, which Jombo 
Jallow heard about from inmates complaining about 
pain in their sides and legs. The illness was caused by 
sleeping on the cold floors. He said that many inmates 
were just given the medicine for beriberi, which did not 
help them. In some cases, officers themselves would buy 
medications outside the prison and smuggle them in for 
afflicted inmates. The witness said that he was not aware 
of anyone going blind in Mile 2 Prison, but that does not 
mean it did not happen.

Moving on to access to medication, the witness insisted 
that as he was not a medic he could not speak in 
specificities. He explained the process officers went 
through to bring inmates to the clinic or report their 
complaints to higher ups. He affirmed that medication 
was not always available for prisoners, and that some 
people had access to outside treatment but others 
were denied. He then outlined the proper procedures 
that should take place if an inmate died in prison and 
confirmed that prisoners are supposed to be locked up 
between 7 pm and 7 am, with the caveat that red-band 
inmates and those in charge of the kitchen would usually 
stay out later as they finished their responsibilities for 
the day. 

85Holgam is located in Kanifing.
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In his concluding remarks, Jombo Jallow praised the 
TRRC and said that citizens of The Gambia should 
support the efforts to find the truth. He made 
an appeal for more funding and resources for the 
prison system, pointing out that officers do not have 
an office and that many of the buildings were built 
during the colonial era and had not seen significant 
renovations since then. 

He also complained about how the risks prison 
officers take are rarely acknowledged, listing a series 
of officers who have been injured by inmates. The 
overcrowding in all the prisons is a serious problem, 
he said, and he appealed to the government to build 
more prisons. He approved of the actions of the 
new director and commissioners, who he said are 
speaking more with inmates and officers to try to 
make everyone’s situation better. He also clarified 
that he had been misidentified by Amadou Scattred 
Janneh the day before, saying that his name was 
Jombo, not Jimbo. At this point Chairman Sise cut 
the witness off and the testimony was ended. 

Persons Mentioned by Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary dismissal (of Ebrima Ceesay)

David Colley

Assault (of Falu Ceesay)

Ebrima Jammeh, Muhammed Jabbi, Malang Tamba

Torture (of inmates)

Ebrima Jammeh, Muhammed Jabbi, Malang Tamba

Complicit of torture (of inmates)

David Colley

Denial of medical treatment

David Colley

Arbitrary arrest (of Jombo Jallow)

Alagie Jobe, Peter Bojang

Denial of access to food

David Colley

prison. He said this was not normal as an officer of his 
rank had usually graduated beyond this work but he 
complied nonetheless. Looking back, he believes he 
was put on the shift so they could find a mistake to pin 
on him in retaliation for testifying. One morning, as he 
completed his night shift at the main yard, he saw people 
running and someone jump out of the remand wing and 
run behind the headquarters. One inmate managed to 
escape but was apprehended by the same police officer 
who had charged him. Soon after the escape attempt, 
two prison officers, Alagie Jobe and Peter Bojang, told 
him (the witness) that they had been instructed to detain 
him and bring him to the remand wing. 

Jombo Jallow told the Commission that at first he 
protested, in vain, explaining that there were a number 
of other officers on duty that night who were more 
responsible for the escape taking place. Nonetheless, 
he was still taken and held for 22 days without being 
charged with an offence. At that point Bora Colley had 
taken over as the then director general and the witness 
was released from remand, but also dismissed and his 
rank removed. However, according to the witness, the 
current Director General Ansumana Manneh spoke to 
Bora Colley and advised him to reinstate the witness 
into the service, where he still served at the time of his 
testimony. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel then turned the witness over 
to questions from the Commissioners. In response to 
a question from Commissioner Samba, Jombo Jallow 
gave more bureaucratic context for his reinstatement, 
explaining that it coincided with changes in the Ministry 
of Interior. The witness then complained that he had not 
narrated his whole suffering but in the interest of time 
Chairman Sise asked him to shorten his answers. 

Responding to Commissioner Samba’s second question, 
he affirmed that the next of kin was included in the 
paperwork of inmates who passed away. He added that 
in the remand wing prisoners with more social stature 
were given more space from the other prisoners but that 
it would be difficult for prisoners to pay each other for 
space because all their possessions were confiscated 
when they were booked. Responding to Commissioner 
Kah, the witness said that he had never heard of a 
woman prisoner being beaten. 
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of schooling, he trained and worked as a plumber, 
but by 2003 opportunities had dried up. He heard 
about selections for prisons, and after nine months 
of training, he was sworn in as a prison officer in 
December 2004. He worked as a gatekeeper at Mile 
2 Prison for six years, then after a brief transfer to 
Janjanbureh in 201086, was a general duty officer 
at Mile 2 Prison for a year before he served as an 
instructor at the training school until 2017. Upon 
further questioning, he added that in 2016 he served 
as chief officer after Kalilu Sanneh was removed 
following the escape of journalist Alagie Ceesay from 
the prison hospital87.

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness if there 
was a problem in the prison service that led to 
his brief transfer to Janjanbureh. Malang Tamba 
narrated how in January 2012, he was told to report 
to Fajara Barracks to participate in Independence 
Day activities. While at Fajara Barracks, he was told 
he was being transferred to Janjanbureh after the 
festivities on 18th February. He said he was not told 
the reasons for the transfer, but weeks earlier David 
Colley had been replaced as director general by Bora 
Colley. After a few weeks in Janjanbureh, he was 
recalled to Mile 2 Prison in late March. He told the 
Commission that he arrived at headquarters a day 
late because he had to hitchhike from Janjanbureh 
to Banjul. 

When he reported at the main yard, he was told by 
then Chief Officer Alagie Jobe to answer to the director 
general, who at the time was General Bora Colley. 
The witness confirmed that previously Bora Colley 
had been a general in the military, had no training 
as a prison officer and in his opinion, knew nothing 
about prisons. When he arrived at headquarters, 
Bora Colley was absent. Instead he was handed a 
brown envelope by then Deputy Director Yahya Jarju. 
The witness immediately opened the envelope and 
read a two-sentence dismissal letter, signed by 
the Secretary General, Office of the President. He 
looked up at Yahya Jarju and told him he had been 
dismissed. Yahya Jarju reminded the witness he was 
not the director general, and told him he had just 
been instructed to give him the letter and had not 
even known what was written.

WITNESS NAME: Malang TAMBA

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 17th & 18th June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The arbitrary dismissal of the 
witness in 2012 and the torture of Falu Ceesay, Soriba 
Conde and Lamin Jah in 2016 by the witness

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Prison officer in the 
Gambia Prison System

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Arbitrarily dismissed in 
2012 along with 18 other prison officers, tortured Falu 
Ceesay, Soriba Conde and Lamin Jah in 2016

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Suspended from 
the Gambia Prison Service pending on-going investigation

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Before Malang Tamba began his testimony, the Lead 
Counsel informed him that he had been implicated by 
other witnesses before the Commission of participating 
in the torture of prison inmates. The witness responded 
that he was aware of these allegations as it was the TRRC 
who had notified him and informed him of his rights. 
He said he had already provided a truthful statement 
to the Commission. Furthermore, he attested that his 
appearance was voluntary; he understood he had the right 
not to incriminate himself, and that he knew that lying 
before the Commission was a crime. After summarising 
the topics he wanted to cover, the Lead Counsel added 
that the witness’ testimony was mixed as he would be 
testifying as a witness to some events and as someone 
adversely mentioned for others.

Malang Tamba told the Commission that he was born in 
May 1983 in Sintet, Foni Jarang district. After nine years 

86The witness later in his testimony said this was in 2012.
87On 20th April 2016, journalist Alagie Abdoulie Ceesay escaped from the prison hospital and fled the country. He had 
been arrested, freed and re-arrested in mid-July of 2016. See Committee to Protect Journalists - Gambian journalist 
sentenced to two years in prison.

https://cpj.org/2016/11/gambian-journalist-sentenced-to-two-years-in-priso/
https://cpj.org/2016/11/gambian-journalist-sentenced-to-two-years-in-priso/
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were ready to confess to something. The witness said 
he personally showed Sukuta Jammeh his dismissal 
letter and pointed out that no reason had been given. 
The detainees were told to then wait outside under a 
mango tree. Later that day Sukuta Jammeh told them 
to call their family members to bring identification 
and money to release them on bail. 

The Lead Counsel clarified that they 
were being let out on bail without 
any offence being cited. 
When the former prison officers reported to the NIA 
the following morning, they were told that they had 
been implicated in the bringing of juju88 to the prison 
garden in Mile 2 Prison. The Lead Counsel let out a 
snort, then clarified that the state had arrested 18 
officers for allegedly bringing juju to the prison.

After more laughter from the Lead Counsel, the 
witness explained that he was questioned by Ousman 
Jammeh, who said they were accused of bringing juju 
into the prison with the intent of undermining Director 
General Bora Colley. In response, the witness said 
he pointed out that he was not even posted at Mile 
2 Prison at the time. One of the female officers 
who had been accused was out on maternity leave. 
Another officer was ill. A number of the officers were 
in Jeshwang and Janjanbureh, including the witness. 
The witness stated that in his statement to the NIA, 
he said that he fundamentally did not understand 
the allegations levelled against him and the other 
officers. 

After giving his statement, he was asked to sit under 
the mango tree. A few hours later, they were all 
told they could go home but should report back the 
next morning. For 8 months he reported at the NIA 
Headquarters every morning. One day he received 
a call from Saul Badjie, who he identified as a 
general at State House, who told him to report to 
State House the next morning for an audience with 
the President. The next morning, he was joined by 
11 other colleagues. They were received by Saul 
Badjie who told them the President would see them 
soon. After some time, Saul Badjie returned and 

When asked how it felt to experience what was quite 
normal for many Gambians – an abrupt dismissal from 
the Office of the President without any reasons - the 
witness responded that he knew the protocols had not 
been followed and it was not lawful. The Lead Counsel 
repeated his question, focusing on how it made the 
witness feel, to which the witness explained that “I felt 
my rights were taken from me in the first place.”

Malang Tamba continued that he was then approached 
by agents from the National Intelligence Agency, NIA, 
who told him there was a van waiting outside. He was 
escorted out of the prison by the same disciplinary 
officers who he had trained and graduated only months 
ago. When they got to his house, he was then told to wait 
in the vehicle while the officers rushed inside – attracting 
the neighborhood’s attention – and began a wild search. 
His mother, who was ill and had recently had surgery, was 
in the house. To avoid worrying her, he told her that they 
were just there to collect something and go. However, his 
wife, who was also present, understood the gravity of the 
situation as he had called her before arriving. 

After dropping off his uniforms and warrant cards at the 
prison, he was taken to NIA Headquarters in Banjul where 
he was surprised to see 17 other prison officers similarly 
arrested and detained. The Lead Counsel then read out 
the list of officers that the witness had provided in his 
written statement, which included Commissioner Lamin 
Sowe, ASP Alagie Saho, Sergeant Adama Badjie, CSP 
Bakary Wharf Kujabi, SPO Mariama Bah, Sergeant Fatou 
Wayi Jallow, ASP Kebba Saidy, SPO Isatou Sowe, Sergeant 
Yahya Bojang, ASP Pa Joof, Sergeant Musa Kebba Sowe, 
Sergeant Kadiatou Camara, ASP Kemesseng Colley, 
Sergeant Bakary Bojang and Commissioner James Jarju. 
Despite being in similarly desperate circumstances, the 
witness testified, the detainees did not speak with one 
another, “because everyone was busy in his own head 
thinking of his own.”

The former prison officers were then called into a 
conference hall where they were addressed by two 
NIA officers: Sukuta Jammeh and the then director of 
investigations he identified as Jobarteh. According to 
the witness, the NIA officers asked what happened, and 
the detainees responded that they did not know. The NIA 
officers then said they had been told that the detainees 

88Juju refers to an object that has been infused with magical power or a spiritual belief system incorporating 
spells used in religious practice. We understand here that the witness was referring to an object. 



123|

investigated for torture in March of 2017, after Yahya 
Jammeh had fled. When asked if these allegations 
would have been investigated under the previous 
regime, he waffled. However, under further prompting 
he admitted that his participation in torture was 
known to people in the prison service under the old 
regime, yet they never opened an investigation. 

When presented with the allegations, 
Malang Tamba confessed to being 
involved in the torture of Soriba 
Conde, Lamin Jah, and Falu Ceesay. 
Starting with Falu Ceesay, the witness explained 
that he was the chief officer at Mile 2 Prison when 
Muhammed Jabbi and Fatoumata Jarju came to 
him claiming Falu Ceesay had sexually harassed 
Fatoumata Jarju by touching her breast. The witness 
told the Commission that when he called Falu 
Ceesay to explain himself, the inmate told him that 
Fatoumata Jarju was his girlfriend. Fatoumata Jarju 
denied the relationship existed. 

The Lead Counsel then clarified that romantic 
relationships between an officer and a prisoner are 
unlawful, and that if they were indeed involved, she 
would be fired. He followed up by asking if Falu Ceesay 
and Fatoumata Jarju would have had an opportunity 
to come into contact with one another, at which point 
the witness replied that Falu Ceesay himself had 
explained that they had met when Fatoumata Jarju 
brought her uniform to the tailor workshop in the 
prison where Falu Ceesay worked. He said that he 
would always sew her uniform first, even if she was 
not next in the queue. 

Malang Ceesay told the Commission that Falu 
Ceesay called a witness who was a female prison 
officer in the same batch as Fatoumata Jarju, but 
she also sided with Fatoumata Jarju in denying the 
relationship. He added that Fatoumata Jarju said she 
could not provide a witness to attest to a relationship 
with Falu Ceesay because no such relationship 
existed. However, she did say that Sub-Inspector 
Muhammed Jabbi and another officer Yahya Jarju had 

said the President could not see them, but that he had 
been ordered to apologise and acknowledge that the 
allegations against the prison officers were false. He 
appealed for the prisoner officers to forgive and forget, 
and the witness said they all obliged. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness if he had seen 
the report of the investigation. Malang Tamba replied that 
he had not, at which point the Lead Counsel described 
how significant resources were deployed to investigate the 
incident with the juju, resulting in a 30-page report. The 
Lead Counsel, alternatingly reading from the conclusion 
and summarising, explained that the investigation did not 
identify any perpetrators or even outline the accusations. 
The report concluded that rumours about the return 
of David Colley to the prison were likely based on the 
fact that he had already been fired and re-hired multiple 
times. It detailed how the juju was discovered outside 
the prison premises in the river by an imam, but reported 
that the imam could not interpret its meaning. The juju 
was said to contain the names of senior officers such as 
Bora Colley, then Deputy Director Yahya Jarju, Thomas 
Jarju, then Commissioner Lamin Fall, Commission Ndoye 
Darboe, Superintendent Alagie Jobe, David Colley, ASP 
Abdoulie Bah, and then Chief Officer Musa Sanyang. 

The report, as summarised by the Lead Counsel, could 
not verify that David Colley, Lamin Sowe and Adama 
Badjie had solicited a marabout’s services. Lastly, the 
investigators discovered that a list of names of 24 
officers was prepared by Ansumana Tamba, Alagie 
Jobe and Ensa Colley. Alagie Jobe apparently told the 
investigators that he had written the names of 18 officers 
he felt were unproductive and gave them to Ansumana 
Tamba, who passed them up the chain of command. 
The Lead Counsel, flipping back to the beginning of the 
report, also pointed out that the cover letter labelled the 
report confidential and was addressed directly to former 
President Yahya Jammeh. After the incident, Malang 
Tamba told the Commission, he was reinstated into the 
Gambia Prison Service. 

The Lead Counsel then began asking the witness about 
the allegations of torture made against him. The witness, 
in response to rapid-fire questions from the Lead Counsel, 
testified that he first became aware that he was being 



|124

read sections of the Act which stipulate which crimes 
are adjudicated by which authority, and the basic 
procedure that a prisoner should not be punished 
until they are informed of the charges and evidence 
against them and are given an opportunity to give a 
defence. The witness told the Commission this was 
the first time he was hearing these regulations.

The witness defended himself by saying that if he had 
been aware of these rules he would have changed 
his actions accordingly. He said he lashed Falu 
Ceesay “thinking it was the best option.” However, the 
Lead Counsel pointed out that he had claimed he 
knew that the 15 lashes he gave him were over the 
proscribed limit. The witness said this was true, and 
that even at the time he knew this was wrong. He 
claimed that after the beating he went back to Falu 
Ceesay and apologised to him. Using his authority as 
chief officer, he said, returned some of the prisoner’s 
benefits. He told the Commission that Falu Ceesay 
accepted his apology.

The Lead Counsel then pressed the witness to 
apologise to Falu Ceesay again, positing that he 
may be watching his testimony. The witness said 
he still owed Falu Ceesay 1000 apologies, and that 
he expected to find missed calls from Falu Ceesay 
himself when he finished his testimony because they 
are still in infrequent communication. However, after 
being prompted a few more times, he then asked 
Falu Ceesay and all the other prisoners and people 
he offended, knowingly or unknowingly, to forgive him 
for what he has done. He added that he also forgave 
all those who have wronged him. 

The testimony then moved onto the case of Soriba 
Conde and Lamin Jah. The witness narrated how 
one day he saw then Operations Commander Ebrima 
Jammeh making his normal patrols in the main yard 
and followed him all the way to the security wing. He 
was then called to the head office to fill out paperwork, 
but on his way back to the main yard he saw officers 
standing at the veranda of the operations office, 
which he found unusual. As he approached, he saw 
Soriba Conde and Lamin Jah. 

witnesses Falu Ceesay harass her. The witness said he 
called the two officers, who confirmed Fatoumata Jarju’s 
telling of events. 

Based on this evidence, the witness said, he told Falu 
Ceesay he was sentencing him to the 12 lashes allowed 
by the Prisons Act. 

He testified that he took him to the 
screening office for the beating, which 

ended up consisting of 15 lashes: 
“I came to give him 15 lashes, which 

I know was very wrong.” 

The Lead Counsel then pointed out that the extent of 
the beating was just the beginning of what was unlawful 
about the witness’ actions that day. He then proceeded 
to read section 65.2 of the Prisons Act, which outlines 
the circumstances and method of corporal punishment 
allowed. Under questioning, the witness acknowledged 
that the Minister had not approved of the instrument used 
in the lashes, let alone the use of corporal punishment 
for the crime committed, both of which are required under 
the Prisons Act. He also pointed out that Falu Ceesay was 
not charged before the beating. Ultimately, the witness 
agreed that it was not within his authority to decide what 
happened to Falu Ceesay and that he disregarded the 
laws, which govern corporal punishment in the prisons. 
He also acknowledged that a medical officer was not 
present during the beating, which is also required by the 
Prisons Act. 

Drilling further, the Lead Counsel asked Malang Tamba 
whether prison officers were even taught the contents 
of the Prisons Act. He replied that “there is no one who 
knows the Act so they cannot teach you.” He also said 
that prison officers would go to the printing department 
to print out the Act in order to teach themselves. When 
the Lead Counsel pointed out that he had been an 
instructor at the training school, he again admitted that 
there was no one who could teach the Act. The Lead 
Counsel suggested that lawyers at the Ministry of Justice 
and in the private sector could have been brought in to 
explain the Act to those entrusted to enact it. He then 
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that it was improper for him to ask his superior about 
what happened, and again insisted that the inmate 
respond, “you’re the one under me,” he remembered 
telling him, “you’re the one I should ask.” He stated 
that Soriba Conde replied “what I did to Ali Ceesay 
and Jesus90, I know when I tell the NIA, they will 
believe me”, which the witness told the Commission 
he interpreted as a threat. The Lead Counsel then 
debated with the witness whether or not this actually 
constituted a threat, but Malang Tamba held his 
ground. He implored that Soriba Conde had caused 
Alieu Ceesay to be dismissed and ensured that 
“Jesus” was sentenced. The witness said he told 
Soriba Conde he would give him 20 lashes.

Under questioning, the witness agreed that in 
effect he was punishing the inmate in advance for 
something he had promised to do in the future. When 
the Lead Counsel then pointed out that at this stage 
the inmate had not even committed an offence, the 
witness insisted that the threats were the offence. 
The Lead Counsel then pulled out the Prisons Act 
and asked the witness to identify where it was written 
that threats could result in corporal punishment. 
The witness responded that no one in the prison 
service knew the Prisons Act, and confessed that 
his actions were based on his own personal feelings, 
and ultimately were unlawful. The Lead Counsel then 
ended the questioning for the day. 

The Lead Counsel began the second day of testimony 
by admitting two letters into evidence. The first, 
dated 22nd March 2012, informed the witness that 
the Public Service Commission, PSC had concurred 
with the executive decision to dismiss him from 
the Gambian government. The Lead Counsel then 
clarified that this letter was effectively saying that the 
witness had been dismissed by the President and 
the witness concurred. The Lead Counsel then asked 
the witness if the President had the power to dismiss 
him from the service. Malang Tamba said he did have 
this power. The Lead Counsel then corrected the 
witness that the President, in fact, did not have this 
power. While the President can appoint and dismiss 
the director general, they cannot dismiss those he 
did not appoint. The witness responded that this was 

Soriba Conde’s shirt was torn and 
blood was visible on his clothes. 

When the witness asked what happened, Lamin Jah 
replied that they would come to his office later and 
explain, which made him think they did not want to tell 
him in the presence of other officers. The witness told 
the Commission he then returned to his regular duties.

The next Monday, he continued narrating, he saw 
Muhammed Jabbi and asked him what had happened to 
Lamin Jah and Soriba Conde. Muhammed Jabbi apparently 
told the witness that Ebrima Jammeh had ordered Kalilu 
Jammeh to seal Soriba Conde and Lamin Jah. The Lead 
Counsel clarified that at this point the witness was 
working under Ebrima Jammeh at the training centre, and 
that Ebrima Jammeh had already made up his mind to 
seal the two inmates. 

The witness added that Muhammed Jabbi told him 
the two inmates refused to be sealed, and started 
shouting, eventually causing a prison riot. The prisoners 
outnumbered the officers and in the scuffle the prison 
officers’ buttons were ripped off their uniforms. The 
officers were able to secure Kalilu Jammeh89 out of the 
security wing. When they eventually locked Soriba Conde 
into a cell he began cutting himself with a razorblade. 
The officers rushed in and arrested him. Muhammed 
Jabbi told the witness that this was when he had seen 
the two prisoners’ days earlier. 

The following day, the witness continued, after doing his 
rounds of the prison as chief officer, he told his junior 
Muhammed Jawo that he wanted to see Lamin Jah 
and Soriba Conde in the security wing. They were met 
at the security wing by PO Alagie Nyang, who informed 
the witness that Soriba Conde had been sealed for 
misbehaviour. Nonetheless, as the witness was the chief 
officer, Alagie Nyang complied, Soriba Conde was let out 
of his cell and brought behind the security wing by the 
witness.

According to Malang Tamba, he began asking Soriba 
Conde why he had not visited him when he had said he 
would. Soriba Conde replied in Wolof “go ask your boss, 
why didn’t you ask your boss?” The witness responded 

89The witness only said “Jammeh” but we assume he was referring to Kalilu Jammeh.
90Likely a reference to Ensa “Jesus” Badjie, who was the Inspector General of Police, IGP until he was arrested and 
sentenced to 6 years in prison in 2010 for alleged drug trafficking, corruption, and theft.
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because he had power over them. Ultimately, he 
said he regretted what he did to Soriba Conde. The 
Lead Counsel asked him if he had anything to say to 
Soriba Conde if he were watching his testimony, at 
which point the witness asked the prisoner to “find it 
in his heart to forgive me for what I did to him.”

The Lead Counsel thanked the witness for his 
comments, then asked him to describe what he did 
to Lamin Jah. The witness explained that both Lamin 
Jah and Soriba Conde had the same problem with 
the operations commander. When he “invited” Lamin 
Jah for questioning, he testified, “what Soriba Conde 
told me was inside my heart,” and regardless of the 
fact that he knew that Lamin Jah posed no threat 
to him, he attacked him with 20 lashes. “He did not 
insult me, he did not shout to me,” he testified. “At 
that moment, I wasn’t seeing anything.” The Lead 
Counsel added “you were consumed with anger” and 
the witness agreed.

Malang Tamba told the Commission that the 
punishment he meted out was not in accordance with 
the country’s law, nor the laws of humanity. When 
asked when he came to this realisation, the witness 
explained that the beatings happened on a Friday. 
The following Monday as he was doing his rounds, 
Lamin Jah called out to him from his cell. The witness 
went to the window, and Lamin Jah told him “Are you 
not going to forgive me?” The witness testified that 
at that moment he felt a flush of emotions but did 
not want to show them. He called an officer and told 
him to “open” Lamin Jah and left quickly. He said 
that if he had communicated further with Lamin Jah, 
people would have seen his weakness, because he 
recognised what he did to Lamin Jah was very wrong, 
but the prisoner still was not angry with him. When 
asked what he has to say to Lamin Jah, the witness 
again asked for forgiveness, but on this occasion 
acknowledged that it might be difficult for Lamin Jah 
considering what was done to him. He also urged the 
Commission to help him go to the prison to shake 
hands with the inmate in a bid for reconciliation. 

When asked what he would say to colleagues in the 
Gambia Prison Service, the witness advised them 
to not take things personally or let their emotions 

not understood by many: “we thought everybody within 
the government can be hired by the President and can be 
sacked by the President.”

The second letter the Lead Counsel admitted to the record 
was dated 2nd January 2013 from the PSC rescinding his 
dismissal and ordering him to revert back to his former 
position. 

He pointed out that again the decision 
was based on the President’s 

decision to reinstate people, which 
was also illegal, as the President 

does not have the power to hire or 
fire civil servants at whim. 

Moving on, the Lead Counsel asked the witness if he 
had recorded the tortures that he had participated in. 
The witness replied that he had not, and that in general 
these kinds of beatings were not documented anywhere. 
The Lead Counsel then pointed out that according to the 
Prisons Act, corporal punishment should be recorded 
whenever it occurs. Digging deeper, he suggested that 
there were two kinds of corporal punishment dished out 
at Mile 2 Prison, both of which were illegal. In the first 
vein were beatings that occurred after an investigation 
and evidence gathering by superior officers – in these 
cases the illegality came from non-compliance with clear 
provisions in the law. In the second system of corporal 
punishment, a prisoner would say something an officer did 
not like, and so the officer would decide to immediately 
mete out punishment without any regard to existing laws. 

Malang Tamba agreed that this characterisation was 
accurate, and that his beating of Falu Ceesay was 
the second system. He then re-narrated the context 
around his beating of Soriba Conde, maintaining that 
Soriba Conde had threatened him, and that he took this 
personally and struck him out of anger. However, he also 
said that had he known this was illegal, he would have 
corrected himself. Upon further questioning, he agreed 
that as a prison officer he had an obligation to know the 
laws that governed his workplace, and that ignorance of 
the law was not an excuse. Furthermore, he agreed that 
on a moral level he had no right to simply beat a person 
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a “team.” The Lead Counsel then pointed out that 
the witness worked with Muhammed Jabbi and that 
in many senses they were a team. After a back and 
forth on the meaning of team, the witness again 
acknowledged that the other men participated in 
the tortures on his orders and that they all worked 
together under the leadership of Ebrima Jammeh.

The Lead Counsel then outlined that when he had 
tortured the two prisoners, it was after they had a 
problem with Ebrima Jammeh, who was the witnesses 
superior. Malang Tamba eventually agreed that 
as Ebrima Jammeh’s junior, he approached these 
prisoners who had a problem with him and took over 
the problem. While the witness reiterated that he 
regretted torturing the inmates, he still denied that 
he was part of a torture team or that he even took 
part in torture alongside Ebrima Jammeh. 

The Lead Counsel then established that Lamin Jah and 
Soriba Conde’s beatings were common knowledge 
among prisoners and officers alike, including the 
Operations Head Ebrima Jammeh. The witness 
testified that as rumour spread, Ebrima Jammeh 
called him to his office and told him not to repeat 
it. The Lead Counsel alleged the witness was going 
against previous testimony that he had never told the 
operations commander. The witness clarified that he 
did not voluntarily report the fact that he had beaten 
Soriba Conde and Lamin Jah to his superior, but when 
he was called into the office and asked about it, he 
confessed. Regardless, the Lead Counsel and the 
witness came to the agreement that the witness was 
not sanctioned for the abuses he perpetrated, and 
therefore the office of Ebrima Jammeh essentially 
allowed torture within the prisons. He agreed that 
by failing to punish the witness, Ebrima Jammeh had 
committed the crime. 

The Lead Counsel then explained that the Commission 
had received evidence that Ebrima Jammeh had 
participated in other tortures in the prisons. Malang 
Tamba said he did not personally witness this, 
but he had heard about it from Anabi Jammeh. He 
heard that Soriba Conde, Lamin Jah and Derrick91, 
a Nigerian, were tortured. The Lead Counsel then 
cut to the chase and asked if recruits were used 

guide their actions. He urged them to study the Prisons 
Act and follow its guidelines. Furthermore, he told the 
officers to be careful with the prisoners, saying that 
“prison officers and prisoners, we are a family.” He said 
he did not want any more prison officers to have to come 
and acknowledge wrongdoing in the future. 

The Lead Counsel again thanked the witness, then 
asked who else was involved in the torture of Lamin 
Jah and Soriba Conde. Malang Tamba explained that he 
had ordered Sub-Inspector Muhammed Jabbi, Sergeant 
Muhammed Jawo, and Private Alagie Makalo to hold the 
two prisoners while he had beaten them. The witness 
said they had participated on his orders, but also agreed 
that compliance with unlawful orders was not a defence. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness if he had 
watched the testimony of Samba Doro Bah at the TRRC. He 
said he had, and then began to explain that Samba Doro 
Bah was a prisoner at the maximum-security wing who 
had served almost 16 years in the prisons. Apparently, 
he is known as an honest and helpful person and often 
serves as a counsellor and mediator for prisoners as 
well as prison officers. The Lead Counsel then confirmed 
that Samba Doro Bah is also the chief mess boy at the 
prisons. 

After establishing Samba Doro Bah as a credible source, 
the Lead Counsel then informed the witness that Samba 
Doro Bah had testified that there had been more tortures 
in the prison than those mentioned by the witness. The 
witness agreed this may be the case as prisoners often 
knew more about the prisons than the prison officers. He 
said he knew Ebrima Jammeh, but had never heard the 
name “Chief Torturer” until the TRRC. The Lead Counsel 
pointed out that nearly all the other witnesses before the 
TRRC – prisoners and prison officers - had referred to this 
nickname in their testimony. The witness maintained that 
he had never heard this name in prison. 

Malang Tamba then denied that he had ever participated 
in torture with Ebrima Jammeh. The Lead Counsel then 
directly levelled the charge that the witness was a part 
of a torture team with Ebrima Jammeh and Muhammed 
Jabbi. The witness replied that he would not say it is a lie, 
as he confessed to torturing Lamin Jah, Soriba Conde, 
and Falu Ceesay, but he denied that they consisted of 

91A few times, it sounded like the witnesses who testified before the TRRC were saying “Eric” but we believe they 
were all referring to “Derrick Bright”.



|128

The Lead Counsel then changed tack, and the 
witness said that if he was forced to eat the cherreh 
all the time, he would grow to dislike it after a week. 
However, he continued to say the cherreh itself was 
nice, and insisted that this was indeed the cherreh 
the prisoners brought with them from the kitchen 
and not something special for officers. The Lead 
Counsel, growing annoyed, pointed out again that 
everyone else who had come before the Commission 
had said the food was terrible. The witness again 
specified that the cherreh he ate was good, but that 
if forced to eat it all the time, he would grow to dislike 
it. In response to more questions about the dish, he 
said it was served with milk, which he believed was 
powdered milk from the prison stores. When the Lead 
Counsel countered that the prisoners had to secure 
their own milk, the witness again said that he could 
only speak to the cherreh eaten by the prisoners on 
firewood duty.

The Lead Counsel again summarised the other 
evidence of bad food presented at the Commission, 
and asked the witness if it surprised him. The witness 
said it did, as his brother passed through the prisons 
and did not mention anything. The Lead Counsel 
then asked the witness about the pap. The witness 
replied that he does not like pap and never eats it 
himself and therefore could not speak to the quality 
of pap at the prisons. He did admit that he regularly 
saw prisoners throwing the pap away, but again he 
refused to say whether it was because the pap was 
of poor quality. Instead he said he also saw people 
throw the rice away, which, he testified, he found very 
confusing. Despite prodding from the Lead Counsel, 
all the witness admitted was that he had never eaten 
the food, but he would accept the testimony of the 
other witnesses who alleged the food was of poor 
quality.

The Lead Counsel then asked Malang Tamba about 
the accommodation in the prisons. The witness said 
the accommodation, particularly in the remand wing, 
was poor. He said the remand wing was like “a hole” 
where prisoners would sleep on the floor between 
the beds and then put boards between the beds to 
make more space for people to sleep over them. 

to torture inmates, to which the witness gave unclear 
answers. Finally, the witness narrated how on that day he 
had come from State House with a cargo of groundnuts 
for the recruits to shell. When he arrived at the training 
centre, he saw Anabi Jammeh, who told him that recruits 
had been taken to participate in the beating of Lamin 
Jah, Soriba Conde and a Nigerian man. He confirmed that 
Ebrima Jammeh was the head of the training school at 
the time, and that it would have been surprising if the 
recruits were used without Ebrima Jammeh.

The Lead Counsel then moved the questioning onto the 
quality of the food at the prisons. The witness initially 
responded that as he had never been posted to the 
kitchen, stores, or medical office, he could not really 
speak to this issue. The Lead Counsel countered that 
this was the ‘official line’, and continued pressing the 
witness. Malang Tamba eventually said that he believed 
the food was good based on the cherreh he ate with 
prisoners he escorted on firewood duties in the morning. 
The Lead Counsel then asked the witness he had ever 
contracted beriberi, to which the witness replied he had 
not. After some back and forth, the witness said he was 
not aware that beriberi at Mile 2 Prison was caused by the 
food. The Lead Counsel, somewhat incredulous, pointed 
out that he was the only witness who had made such a 
statement at the TRRC, and that in his written statement 
he had said that beriberi killed many people in Mile 2.

Malang Tamba acknowledged that the words in the 
statement were his, but said that only a medical person 
could explain what caused the beriberi. He explained that 
he escorted prisoners to hospital who said they suffered 
from beriberi, which he also identified as oedema, but 
that most of these prisoners did not return alive. 

When asked to estimate how many 
prisoners died of beriberi, the witness 
said that in 2006, which he said was a 
particularly bad year, around 30 people 
died from beriberi. 
He said he had not heard of malnutrition, but questioning 
from the Lead Counsel revealed he had only served in 
the main yard for four months in 2016. 
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replied in the affirmative. Secondly, he asked the 
witness what he would tell his fellow country people 
who are still in denial about what happened under 
Yahya Jammeh. Malang Tamba again explained that 
he had come before the TRRC voluntarily: “I did it 
voluntarily to say these things so that I will be at ease.” 
He said he was seeking forgiveness and that is why 
he was speaking the truth about what happened. 

Commissioner Kinteh then asked the witness how 
he knew he was only supposed to give Falu Ceesay 
12 lashes. The witness replied that the rule of only 
12 lashes was the talk of the day in the prisons, 
but that people did not know it was from the Prisons 
Act. The Commissioner then asked why they failed 
to teach the Prisons Act during the training to be a 
prison officer. The witness responded that the got 
instruction on armed drills, weapons, and personnel 
drills, but they never instructed them on the legalities 
of the Act. Upon follow up, the Commissioner learned 
the witness was an instructor but not manager of the 
training programme and ended his questioning. 

Chairman Sise then asked if, in addition to the 
Gambian constitution and the Prisons Act, there 
was a third instrument along the lines of a standard 
operating procedure manual for officers to follow. 
The witness responded that was an administrative 
issue, which was outside his purview. The Chairman 
then asked the witness to confirm that no one 
in the prison was aware of the Prisons Act or the 
Constitution. However, before the witness responded, 
the Lead Counsel took the floor on a point of order. 
He explained that in addition to the Prisons Act and 
Constitution, a set of prisons rules were adopted in 
1953, as well as a criminal appellants regulation 
in 1936, and capital cases regulation introduced in 
1973. The Chairman then repeated his question to 
the witness, who said that these regulations were 
never a part of the training materials used with new 
recruits. Furthermore, even if officers could read the 
laws, they had no idea what they meant. “I can read 
it but I do not know what it means, and I’ve never 
trained anyone,” he said. 

Even with this arrangement some prisoners did not have 
places to lie down and would be forced to stand. Others 
would climb into the windowsills and sit there. Some 
still would end up sleeping in the toilet area with people 
coming to urinate and defecate next to them throughout 
the night. In the mornings, when the officers would come 
open the cell, the odour was so strong they would wait a 
few minutes before entering. The witness said that some 
people may have tried to improve the conditions, but that 
nothing was ever approved and therefore nothing was 
done. 

He said that Mile 2 Prison was the 
worst of the prisons in The Gambia, 
and that ultimately, “it is not fit for 
human treatment.” 
The Lead Counsel ended his questioning.

After a brief moment of silence, Chairman Sise joked that 
the prison was still referred to as Yahya Jammeh’s “five-
star hotel.” In response to a question from Commissioner 
Kah about whether female prisoners were beaten, the 
witness said that the female wing of the prison was 
the most decent and civilized places in the prison. He 
said that the commissioner of that wing, Commissioner 
Mariam Bengas ensured the prisoners were never treated 
poorly, and in general they treated them as their own 
daughters. Regarding the rest of the prison, the witness 
said there were many investigations into allegations of 
abuses by officers, and that in general an officer would be 
dismissed from the service or have their cases referred 
to the police or NIA for further investigation.

Commissioner Jones then asked the witness if he had 
ever heard of a place in the prison used to torture 
prisoners known as “talk true.” She mentioned that it 
had been brought up in the testimony of Samba Doro 
Bah. The witness replied that while he could attest to 
Samba Doro Bah’s character, he had only heard about 
“talk true” at the TRRC. 

Next up, Imam Jallow expressed his appreciation at 
the witness’ truthfulness and asked him if he would be 
willing to work towards further reconciliation. The witness 



|130

Doro Bah, who he said had been incredibly helpful in 
the prisons, and could provide valuable contributions 
to wider society. He asked the government to look 
into making pardons for some of the prisoner who 
had served lengthy sentences. 

On the issue of the officers, the witness argued 
that they endured grave risks in their line of work. 
He mentioned that many officers had contracted 
tuberculosis through close proximity with prisoners. 
He warned similar issues could come up with the 
COVID-19 pandemic then sweeping the globe. He 
also said that when prisoners are escorted into the 
forest, they are given hoes and shovels but prison 
officers themselves have no weapons. He urged 
the government and other agencies to look into the 
prisons and help educate the officers. 

Regardless of the material 
conditions he said, if the officers 
remain uneducated, the problems 
will persist.  
Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary dismissal (of Malang Tamba)

Yahya Jammeh

Corruption

Sukuta Jammeh

Torture (of Falu Ceesay)

Malang Tamba (the witness)

Torture (of Soriba Conde and Lamin Jah)

Malang Tamba (the witness), Muhammed Jabbi, 
Muhammed Jawo, Alagie Makalo

Torture (of Soriba Conde, Lamin Jah and Derrick)

Ebrima Jammeh

Commissioner Bishop Odico then asked the witness 
directly if perhaps the reason prison officers tortured 
prisoners was because they were not aware of the Prisons 
Act. When asked if the witness would now go seek to 
educate his colleagues, the witness responded that 
sometimes officers did print out sections of the Prisons 
Act, but they still failed to understand it. Furthermore, he 
said, officers want to be educated on these regulations 
but they do not have an institute or training on the matter. 
“We know we are corrections officers,” he said “but what 
makes us corrections officers? These are the things we 
want to know.”

The witness then began his concluding remarks by 
thanking the Chair and the Commission for giving him the 
opportunity to speak. He said he was not proud to come 
and testify, but that he needed to do it in order to have 
forgiveness. Even if he is forgiven by the Commission, 
he said, he still has to consider accountability in the 
next world between him and those he wronged. He then 
appealed to Soriba Conde, Lamin Jah, Falu Ceesay, their 
relatives, and Gambians at large. He acknowledged he 
wronged them and asked for forgiveness. He again asked 
the Commission to help him go to the prison and shake 
hands with the prisoners. He said his actions were not 
a result of internal wickedness, but instead ignorance. 
He quickly followed up by affirming that ignorance was 
no excuse, and again apologised to all of the people he 
confessed to torturing.

Turning to the Chair, the witness explained that he was 
neither dismissed nor discharged from the service, but 
since the investigation began in 2017, he has not been 
paid a single butut92. He said he was in a difficult position 
financially in providing for his family, and that whenever 
he goes to seek employment they ask for his discharge or 
clearance letter and he cannot produce one. He said he 
understands that he wronged people, and ultimately this 
was the cause of his current predicament. He described 
how he broke the trust of Gambians. However, he said he 
has since corrected himself, and asked the Commission 
to help him get his salary or his reinsertion. 

Moving on, the witness then said that long prison 
sentences had adverse effects on inmates psychological 
health. He asked the government to look into prisoners 
who have served more than 10 years. He pointed to Samba 

92The smallest unit of Gambian currency.
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Mile 2 Prison. Witnesses testified to the overcrowding and lack of basic amenities.
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the witness if he could confirm that he had also 
been served with a notice of adverse mention that 
disclosed those accusations. The witness responded 
in the affirmative.

Continuing, the Lead Counsel asked the witness if he 
had also made a statement to the TRRC responding 
to the allegations against him. The witness again 
responded in the affirmative. In addition, the witness 
agreed that after making his original statement and 
speaking with the Lead Counsel, he was also given 
the opportunity to revise or amend his statement if 
he wanted. He then went on to confirm that he had 
reread his statement and made some changes, that 
he was satisfied with the final product and that he 
had the opportunity to add some information that he 
forgot to include. 

At this point, the Lead Counsel noted that it was 
quite interesting that the witness said he wanted 
to add things he forgot and pondered if it was a 
question of changing his mind about certain things 
in his statement or forgetting to change certain 
things in his statement. The witness said that he 
wanted to change some issues in the statement. 
The Lead Counsel asked if it was correct to say that 
the statement he wrote the previous day was not the 
statement he wanted the Commission to see now. 
The witness said he wanted his statement to be 
maintained but he wanted to add some points. 

Going back to his education and professional 
background, Ebrima Jammeh testified that he 
attended senior secondary school in Brikama up to 

WITNESS NAME: Ebrima JAMMEH

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 18th June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Torture of prisoners 

POSITION DURING THE EVENT (S): Commissioner of 
Operations at Mile 2 Prison

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Alleged to have tortured 
prisoners and allowed the torture of prisoners by 
subordinate officers

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Unemployed 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY: 

The Lead Counsel began the hearing by reminding the 
witness that he had been brought before the TRRC as a 
person adversely mentioned by previous witnesses and 
that there were criminal accusations against him. The 
Lead Counsel told Ebrima Jammeh that the hearing was 
an opportunity for him to address those accusations. 

Ebrima Jammeh told the Commission that he was born 
in Foni Jarrow in 1978. When asked where he worked, 
the witness said that he worked in the Gambian 
Prison Services. He added that his last position was 
commissioner of operations but he was currently 
unemployed as he was alleged to have been beating 
prisoners. The Lead Counsel asked if it was correct that 
the allegations of torture levelled against the witness 
were not new. The witness responded in the affirmative. 
The Lead Counsel said that the witness was alleged to 
have participated in the torture of Makodou Jakiteh, 
Lamin Jah, Soriba Conde, as well as Derrick Bright. 

When asked if he was aware of those allegations, the 
witness replied that the prisoners mentioned by the Lead 
Counsel had been involved in drug cases and mobile 
phone cases. The Lead Counsel asked the witness to 
answer his questions as he asked them. He then told 
the witness that he was asking him if he was aware 
of the previously mentioned accusations against him. 
The witness said, “I am aware of it.” The witness then 
confirmed that when he was interviewed by the TRRC, 
he was made aware of those accusations and that when 
he met with the Lead Counsel, he was also informed 
of those accusations. The Lead Counsel then asked 
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The Lead Counsel pointed out that the witness had 
earlier said that prisons were about rehabilitation. 
When asked if prison officers were taught about 
rehabilitation, the witness responded in the 
affirmative. The Lead Counsel asked, under which 
subject were they taught that. The witness said, 
prison techniques. The Lead Counsel asked if one of 
the prison techniques was rehabilitation. The witness 
responded in the affirmative.

Returning to the accusations against the witness, the 
Lead Counsel proceeded by reviewing them one at a 
time. He told Ebrima Jammeh that his subordinates, 
in particular Malang Tamba, Muhammed Jabbi, and 
some other officers tortured a man named Falu 
Ceesay at Mile 2 Prison. The witness responded that 
he later heard of it adding that it was rumoured that 
Malang Tamba beat Falu Ceesay and Soriba Conde. 
He further stated that when he called Malang Tamba 
into his office to ask him if the rumours were true, 
he admitted they were. According to the witness, 
he told Malang Tamba never to do it again. He then 
revealed that he was aware that Malang Tamba was 
also involved in the torture of Lamin Jah. 

He explained that it happened on a day when he was 
newly appointed to operations and was in the prison 
visiting inmates and officers. On the way through to 
the main yard to the security wing, he was walking 
with Malang Tamba when he (Malang Tamba) asked 
for permission to go to headquarters. The witness 
continued and went into the security wing, touring 
several different cellblocks and arrived at wing 5 
during a break period for the prisoners. He recalled 
that inmate named Samba Doro Bah approached 
him and told him that prison officials had confiscated 
their TV. The witness told him that he was aware of 
it and that he had appealed to the director general 
to get it back. The witness said that Lamin Jah then 
entered the room and accused him (the witness) of 
being the one who took the TV. He therefore ordered 
some officers to take Lamin Jah back to his cell. The 
witness said that after he gave those orders, Soriba 
Conde “approached him annoyingly” and insulted 
him. Soriba Conde continued shouting at him. He 
suspected that Soriba Conde was trying to instigate 

1999 and that he applied to the Gambia Prison Service 
after hearing that they were recruiting. He began his 
training for the prison service in 1999, which lasted 
11 months and after was posted to Mile 2 Prison 
where he served for two years. He then transferred to 
Jeshwang Prison for 6-7 years. In 2006, he took part in a 
peacekeeping mission in Darfur, Sudan before returning 
to The Gambia that same year.

After his return to The Gambia, he was posted back 
to Jeshwang, then at Mile 2 Prison in 2007.  He held 
different positions including head of the training school 
and in mid-2015, he was deployed as commissioner of 
operations, a position he held until December of 2016. 
He was then redeployed to Jeshwang until March, when 
he was called in for questioning about allegations that he 
had beaten and tortured prisoners. 

Next, the Lead Counsel announced, they would focus 
squarely on the allegations against the witness. The 
witness confirmed that whilst he was the head of the 
training school, he oversaw new recruits, which included 
briefing them on work assignments as well as deploying 
them to different parts of the prison. He went on to explain 
that new recruits underwent basic training, beginning 
with foot and rifle drills. After that, recruits were trained 
through a series of lectures in which they were taught 
how to escort a prisoner, prison security, and the types of 
searches within the prison. 

The Lead Counsel asked if the recruits 
learned about the Prisons Act during 
their training and the witness responded 
in the negative. 
The Lead Counsel said, in essence, everything you are 
taught is about how to keep the prisoner in the prison. 
The witness disagreed; he said they were also there to 
help rehabilitate the prisoners. The Lead Counsel replied, 
his question was not about the purpose of prisons, he 
was making the point that the subjects taught to the 
recruits were to help them keep prisoners as prisoners 
while they served their time. He said that all the training 
that the witness had mentioned was designed to prevent 
the escape of prisoners. When asked if that was the 
case, the witness responded in the affirmative. 
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and so on, the office was very much pressurising.” 
The Lead Counsel commented that was one of the 
most bizarre answers he had heard in a long time 
and highlighted that the witness had contradicted 
himself given that he had admitted Malang Tamba 
acted unlawfully by beating someone that he had no 
authority to beat, yet he (the witness) said that he 
did not know if Malang Tamba committed a crime 
because of movements in the prisons. 

The Lead Counsel continued by saying that, despite 
the movements of prisoners and various forms of 
pressure, the witness knew that Malang Tamba had 
committed a crime. The witness responded in the 
affirmative. When asked if he did anything about it, 
the witness said that Malang Tamba appealed to him 
and said that he acted out of anger and regretted 
his actions. Though he did not have the authority to 
forgive criminal actions in the prison, Malang Tamba 
claimed he had apologised to the inmates that he 
assaulted and they had accepted his apology; so he 
decided not to punish him. 

The Lead Counsel asked the witness if he realised 
that, as a superior officer, he was responsible for the 
actions of his subordinates. The witness responded 
in the affirmative. 

The Lead Counsel added that if he 
knew that his subordinates were 
going to commit a crime but did 
nothing to stop it, which would 
make him responsible for the crime 
as well. 
The witness argued that he was not aware that they 
were about to commit a crime. The Lead Counsel 
asked him if, though, he was aware of the law 
of superior responsibility which stated that if an 
official was aware that their subordinates (in a fixed 
structure) were about to commit a crime and did not 
stop it, they would be responsible for the crime as 
well. The witness said that in that instance he was 
not aware of it until after it happened. 

violence from the other prisoners and so ordered officers 
to take the inmate away, after which he left the security 
wing and returned to his office.

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to tell him 
about Samba Doro Bah. The witness said that Samba 
Doro Bah was a convict serving his sentence at Mile 
2 Prison who was not a violent prisoner and was well 
trusted by officers at the prison. He added that was 
made a mess boy and eventually rose to the position of 
chief mess boy. The Lead Counsel then said that they 
understood from other witnesses that he was in fact 
the most trusted person in the prison. When asked if he 
agreed with that, the witness said, “could be”. He then 
stated that to his knowledge, Samba Doro Bah was not 
involved in any disciplinary problems. 

Going back to the accusation, the Lead Counsel recapped, 
saying that the witness went to the security wing and 
because of an altercation with two prisoners he ordered 
them back to their cells. The witness responded in the 
affirmative, adding that it was very difficult. He told the 
Lead Counsel that Lamin Jah accepted the order and 
returned to his cell but Soriba Conde refused to go back 
to his cell. There was a push and pull and the witness’ 
uniform was torn as he was helping officers put Soriba 
Conde back into his cell. After Soriba Conde was put in 
his cell, the witness left.

It was afterwards, the witness said, that Malang Tamba 
confessed to the witness that the rumours that he had 
beaten Soriba Conde and Lamin Jah were true. The Lead 
Counsel asked the witness if he thought that the beatings 
were lawful. The witness admitted that the beating was 
unlawful, explaining that if the prisoners had committed 
an offence, they should have been taken to a competent 
authority. If the competent authority found them guilty 
of something, they could be charged according to the 
Prisons Act. The Lead Counsel said that the witness was 
telling them, in essence, that Malang Tamba was acting 
out of his powers. The witness replied in the affirmative. 

When asked if he thought Malang Tamba committed a 
crime, the witness said at the time, “due to pressure,” he 
was not aware that Malang Tamba had committed a crime. 
Asked what pressure he was referring to the witness 
said, “There was pressure in the prisons, the movement 
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that, the witness responded that as he had not 
ordered them to commit the crimes, he did not 
think he would be responsible. At this point, the 
Lead Counsel reminded the witness that he already 
said he knew that it was not in his power to forgive 
the crimes of his subordinates, adding that that he 
had a responsibility to mount an investigation and 
prosecute his officers for their crimes.

In an attempt to defend himself, Ebrima Jammeh 
put forward that according to Malang Tamba, the 
victims themselves had accepted the apology of 
the offenders. When the Lead Counsel pointed out 
that the witness did not investigate the incident, he 
(the witness) argued that he trusted Malang Tamba. 
The Lead Counsel then retorted that Malang Tamba 
had tortured the prisoners, to which the witness 
countered that he stated to have done so out of 
anger. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness if he 
expected Malang Tamba to torture the prisoners and 
the witness again insisted that Malang Tamba said 
that he acted out of anger. The Lead Counsel losing 
patience asked the witness to answer his questions 
directly. He then added that that he had clearly not 
done what he was supposed to do, to which the 
witness agreed. The Lead Counsel said that that was 
a crime and the witness responded, “Okay”. 

Moving on, the Lead Counsel asked the witness if it 
was correct that, in fact, their modus operandi was as 
a torture team. The witness said that he learned the 
name “torture team” at the TRRC and was surprised 
to hear it. He added that he denied that he was a 
torturer despite the rumours. He then claimed that 
prisoners and officers who had referred to him as 
“Chief Torturer” had lied about him. 

The Lead Counsel moved on to the case of Baba 
Galleh Jallow. When asked, the witness denied 
having any issues with Baba Galleh Jallow. The Lead 
Counsel then asked the Commission to play some of 
Baba Galleh Jallow’s testimony.

In the clip, the Counsel asks Baba Galleh Jallow 
about who was involved in, and condoned torture 
at Mile 2 Prison. Among the names of several other 

The Lead Counsel said that the witness was answering 
a different question than the one he had asked him. 
The Lead Counsel repeated the question and the 
witness again repeated his earlier statement. The Lead 
Counsel said that he understood that the witness was 
saying that Malang Tamba and other officers had their 
own responsibilities to uphold, however, the witness 
also had responsibilities as their superior officer. The 
Lead Counsel clarified that they were not talking about 
Malang Tamba’s individual responsibility and noted that 
he had already appeared at the TRRC to answer for his 
conduct but rather they were talking about the witness’ 
responsibilities as a superior officer. The Lead Counsel 
again repeated his question. 

After much back and forth, the witness testified that if 
he knew that his officers were going to commit a crime, 
he would have stopped them. He added that when he 
learned about what happened, the crime had already 
been committed and the officer had admitted his guilt 
and sought forgiveness; so he decided to forgive the 
officer. Under further questioning, the witness admitted 
that he was aware that he was obligated to punish his 
subordinates in the event that they committed a crime 
and that failure to do so would also amount to a crime. 
However, when the Lead Counsel asked the witness if, 
therefore, he knew that by not punishing them according 
to the law he had also committed an offence, Malang 
Tamba repeated that he had decided against because 
they had sought forgiveness. 

The Lead Counsel pointed out to the witness that he did 
not have the power to waive any crime and the witness 
agreed. Continuing, the Lead Counsel said that because 
the witness did not do what he was required to do by law, 
he had also committed a crime under the law of superior 
responsibility. The witness concurred. The Lead Counsel 
added that under the law of superior responsibility the 
witness would also be guilty of torture, to which the 
witness responded “I was not part of that”. 

The Lead Counsel clarified that he was not saying that 
the witness actually participated in that instance of 
torture but that he was telling him that, under the law 
of superior responsibility, he should be held responsible 
for the crime of torture that his subordinates committed. 
When the Lead Counsel asked him if he was aware of 
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In the video clip, the Counsel asks Jombo Jallow to 
describe the torture that happened to detainees at 
Mile 2 Prison. Jombo Jallow stated that there were 
“special people who did the beating.” They would 
take people outside of the headquarters and beat 
them there. Jombo Jallow then clarified that he was 
referring to actual prisoners and not detainees. 
The Counsel made a point of highlighting that they 
had evidence that detainees were never actually 
tortured in the prison but taken to a secret location 
to be tortured and then returned to Mile 2 Prison 
and Jombo Jallow agreed. He testified that, usually, 
“they” would take prisoners away, beat them, and 
then return them to their cells. As an example, 
Jombo Jallow said that one Falu Ceesay, who was an 
excellent tailor that would sew officers’ uniforms and 
inmate jumpers, once had a misunderstanding with 
some officers that resulted in him being taken away 
and beaten severely. He named Ebrima Jammeh, 
Muhammed Jabbi and Malang Tamba, adding that 
they formed a particular group that used to commit 
the beating, torture, abuse, and maltreatment of 
prisoners. He specified that “E” Jammeh was the 
chief commander. 

Ebrima Jammeh refuted the allegations. He argued 
he could remember that Falu Ceesay was a tailor 
but he was not aware he was beaten, though he was 
aware of the beating of Soriba Conde and Lamin Jah. 
The witness said he had never beaten a prisoner and 
he also denied the allegation that prisoners were 
taken and beaten behind the headquarters or the 
confinement wing. He asserted that the proof was 
in the bookings, which were supposed to track the 
movements of inmates and officers in and out of Mile 
2 Prison. 

Before continuing, the Lead Counsel asserted that the 
Commission would check the records and evidence, 
listening carefully to the testimony before arriving at 
a conclusion. The Lead Counsel then pointed out that 
Jombo Jallow did not say that the witness physically 
participated in the beating of Falu Ceesay but rather 
said that in his (Falu Ceesay’s case), they were 
a team. At this stage, the witness became upset, 
talking over the Lead Counsel to assert that Jombo 

officers and prison officials, Baba Galleh Jallow named 
the witness, Ebrima Jammeh, the operations commander 
as a torturer. He then disclosed that he Ebrima Jammeh 
was also known as E Jammeh or Chief Torturer. He added 
that “Chief Tamba” (he could not remember the first 
name) was a chief officer who also beat and tortured 
prisoners.

After watching the clip, the witness said that he had heard 
the testimony but rebutted the allegations as they were 
all false. He affirmed that he was the head of operations 
between June of 2016 and December of 2016 but in that 
time, he never beat any prisoner. The Lead Counsel asked 
if Baba Galleh Jallow was telling the truth, then, when he 
said the witness was the head of operations. The witness 
responded in the affirmative. The Lead Counsel asked if 
it was accurate that Malang Tamba was chief officer at 
the time, as indicated by Baba Galleh Jallow. The witness 
responded again in the affirmative. The Lead Counsel 
said that Baba Galleh Jallow had also implicated recruits 
in torture and asked the witness if that accusation was 
false. The witness admitted that Baba Galleh Jallow also 
told the truth about recruits participating in beatings. 
Drilling down his point, the Lead Counsel said that, then, 
the witness was arguing was that the only piece of what 
Baba Galleh Jallow’s testimony that was false was that 
he was one of the torturers. The witness said that Baba 
Galleh’s accusation that he was “Chief Torturer” was 
false. He then argued that the word torturer described 
someone whose only work was to torture people. 

The Lead Counsel told the witness 
that he did not properly understand the 
definition of the word and explained that 
a torturer was defined as “a person 
who tortures another person,” if you 
torture once, you are a torturer. 
Clarifying further, the Lead Counsel explained that the 
allegation against the witness was the he was the chief 
torturer and a part of a team that was involved in torturing 
people. The witness disagreed. The Lead Counsel then 
asked the Commission to play a portion of the testimony 
of an officer named Jombo Jallow. 
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Operations Officer Ebrima Ceesay, Chief Officer Kalilu 
Sanneh and Chief Officer Lamin Jabang came to 
the parade ground to say they had caught mobile 
phones and drugs on some prisoners. The witness 
said that when those officers informed the director 
general, he instructed them to take the suspects to 
headquarters and take their statements. He added 
that the director general instructed the then Deputy 
Director General Yahya Jarju to assist them in going 
to the bottom of the truth to know how drugs and 
phones were smuggled in.

According to the witness, the investigating officers 
eventually brought in Lamin Jah and Soriba Conde. 
He added that when he brought the recruits and the 
deputy director instructed that they stand guard in 
case anyone wanted to escape. The witness said he 
then went back to the training school, and periodically 
came back to check on what was going on. According 
to the witness, Lamin Jah was being questioned and 
the director general, the deputy director general, 
Kalilu Sanneh, and Lamin Jabang were present at the 
questioning of the suspects. The witness said that 
when Lamin Jah was questioned, he claimed that he 
found the drugs on the ground. 

Ebrima Jammeh alleged that Lamin Jah was not 
trying to cooperate with the officers so the deputy 
director ordered that he been beaten. The witness 
said that he instructed the recruits to put Lamin Jah 
on the table and then the recruits beat him until he 
confessed to the deputy general. He explained that 
Lamin Jah then confessed that Soriba Conde gave the 
drugs and mobile phone to him. They then questioned 
Soriba Conde about the drugs and mobile phones. 
Soriba Conde denied knowing anything about it and 
so he was also beaten. The witness said that he 
struck Soriba Conde with a single stroke of a cane. 
Eventually, Soriba Conde said he had a mobile phone 
and explained how the mobile phone was brought 
into the prison, implicating Anabi Jammeh.

The Lead Counsel, incredulous asked him if he was 
saying that in essence, he just gave Soriba Conde 
one single blow and this was how he earned the 
nickname, Chief Torturer. The witness replied that 
when the recruits were beating the prisoners, he took 

Jallow’s testimony was false. The Lead Counsel asked 
the interpreter to read back a section of testimony from 
Jombo Jallow to show the witness that Jombo Jallow had 
not accused him of being physically a part of the torture 
of Falu Ceesay, but had named him as a part of a team 
of torturers. 

The witness told the Commission that Malang Tamba 
worked under him like any other officer and that he later 
became aware of what had happened to Falu Ceesay 
when Malang Tamba confessed to the beating of Soriba 
Conde and Lamin Jah. The Lead Counsel asked the 
witness if he knew that what Malang Tamba did was 
unlawful. The witness explained that he had already said 
it was unlawful. The Lead Counsel said that would mean 
the beatings of Falu Ceesay, Soriba Conde, and Lamin 
Jah were unlawful and the witness was aware that the 
beatings were unlawful. The witness responded in the 
affirmative. The Lead Counsel asked if it was correct that 
there were three tortures carried out by his team. The 
witness responded, “members of my officers, yes.” The 
Lead Counsel asked if it was correct that he failed to 
investigate those crimes. The witness argued that he did 
not investigate because his officers said they apologised 
to their victims. The Lead Counsel rebutted that whatever 
the reason was, he failed to investigate the crimes as 
he should have. After the Lead Counsel insisted, the 
witness admitted he did not investigate the crimes nor 
did he punish the officers involved. Concluding with this 
section of the testimony, the Lead Counsel stated that 
three crimes were committed by his team, which the 
witness did nothing about. The witness said that was 
correct. 

At this point, the Lead Counsel asked to the Commission 
to review a section of video 1 of Lamin Jah’s testimony. 
While the video was being prepared, the Lead counsel 
asked the witness to answer several questions. He asked 
the witness if he had ever participated in the physical 
torture of anyone at Mile 2 Prison. The witness avoided 
the question several times before answering. Eventually, 
he responded in the affirmative. The Lead Counsel asked 
the witness to tell the Commission about whom he had 
tortured. 

Ebrima Jammeh narrated that on a Thursday, while the 
director general was addressing the assembly, then 
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The Lead Counsel asked him if he 
realised that what he just described 
was the classic, textbook definition 
of torture, torture was defined as 
inflicting pain on a person with the 
goal of eliciting information from 
that person.  
The witness told the Lead Counsel that the prisoners 
confessed, and when they followed up on the 
information they had gathered, it directed them to 
where prisoners hid things.

The Lead Counsel said that was precisely his point, 
the witness tortured the prisoners to make them 
confess and the witness concurred. The Lead 
Counsel added that was unlawful. He pointed out 
that the witness’ written statement was untrue but 
the witness disagreed. He argued that when the Lead 
Counsel asked him the previous day about Lamin 
Jah and Soriba Conde, he was trying to explain what 
happened before the beating but the Lead Counsel 
did not understand him and accused him of lying, 
but if the Lead Counsel had allowed him to explain 
in detail, this was exactly what he wanted to say. The 
witness said that he was denying that other officers 
and prisoners were calling him Chief Torturer. 

The Lead Counsel then told the witness to stop 
and be careful of what he said because their entire 
conversation was recorded. The Lead Counsel asked 
the witness if he remembered that when he gave 
his statement to the TRRC, the Lead Counsel told 
him that he did not believe his story. The witness 
responded in the affirmative. He also agreed that 
the TRRC had not beaten him in order to obtain the 
truth. The Lead Counsel said that was because the 
law protected him from being beaten and the law 
also prohibited the TRRC from beating him. The Lead 
Counsel said that Lamin Jah and Soriba Conde had 
the same rights as the witness. 

the cane from one of them where he was sitting and he 
“also gave them some strokes” He added that the person 
he struck was Lamin Jah. The Lead Counsel, even more 
dubious, pointed out that he had started his testimony by 
swearing that he was never involved in physically torturing 
a prisoner, then, in this story, the witness had changed 
his testimony to say that he struck a prisoner with a cane 
one time, then only a minute or so later, the witness said 
that he struck Lamin Jah with a cane several times. 

The Lead Counsel asked the witness 
why he did not just accept that he 
participated in torture instead of 
compounding the problem. 
He further stated that he had committed the crimes in 
question and the honourable thing to do would be to 
accept his mistake, confess, and show remorse. Then, 
maybe, the witness would be considered for amnesty. 

The Lead Counsel pressured the witness to speak the 
truth. The witness tried to argue, claiming it was only two 
prisoners. The Lead Counsel then warned the witness 
again and explained that the TRRC was not a witch-hunt, 
it was a truth commission. They were only looking for the 
truth and no matter how the witness might hide, wriggle 
out, or “dillydally”, they would find the truth. 

The Lead Counsel asked the witness the again if he 
had participated in the torture of Soriba Conde, Lamin 
Jah, Makodou Jakiteh and Derrick Bright, to which he 
responded that he was aware. The Lead Counsel said 
that was not the question. The Lead Counsel repeated his 
question and the witness admitted that he participated 
in the beating of Lamin Jah and Soriba Conde. The Lead 
Counsel picked up on the witness’ choice of words and 
argued that beating someone amounted to torture. The 
witness replied that it was done purely to get the truth 
about how the prisoners acquired the phone and the 
drugs. He stated that the deputy director general said 
that because the prisoners insisted, he let the recruits 
put them on the table and beat them. The witness 
claimed that he too, out of anger, beat the prisoners. 
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out of four hundred to torture based on complaints 
about the food and also categorically attested that 
the allegations of torture were unequivocally false. 
The witness also accused Lamin Jah, Soriba Conde 
alias Ramses of dealing cannabis and not respecting 
the rules of the prison. The witness also made the 
claim that any officer who tried to deal with them 
would quickly be framed for something. Additionally, 
the witness stated that they made the allegations 
against him out of hatred for him. After summarising 
the passage from the witness’ statement, the Lead 
Counsel concluded, “What you wrote here is false.” 

In response, the witness defended himself by saying 
that the statement was based on Lamin Jah and 
Soriba Conde’s issue. He stated that he was arguing 
that the allegation that he was the chief torturer and 
that he was the one bringing prisoners behind the 
headquarters to be tortured was false. The witness 
stated, “This incident happened once!” The Lead 
Counsel stated that the allegation against him by 
Lamin Jah was that he tortured him. The witness 
retorted, “This was once!”

The Lead Counsel then played a section of the 
testimony from Lamin Jah. In the video, Lamin Jah said 
that he was taken to a place near the headquarters 
referring to where the office of Director General David 
Colley was, opposite from Mile 2 Prison. There, he 
was told to sit down under a tree as Makodou was 
taken inside. Lamin Jah said that it was not long 
before he heard Makodou scream from being beaten. 
Soon after, one Sergeant Corr handcuffed him (Lamin 
Jah) and tied a cloth over his head. Sergeant Corr led 
him inside by the hand. Not two steps into the room, 
he was picked up, placed on a table, and beaten with 
a blackjack for a long time.  After the beating, they 
removed the cloth on his head and Lamin Jah saw 
Ebrima Jammeh, PO Jabang, and PO Fadera in the 
room holding blackjacks in their hands. They asked 
Lamin Jah who gave cannabis to another man in the 
prison. Lamin Jah, denied knowing anything about it. 
The deputy director then ordered the officers to beat 
him again. 

The Lead Counsel asked the witness what gave him the 
right to torture them. The witness tried to justify his 
actions by stating that he was angered by the fact that 
there were drugs and mobile phones being dealt between 
prisoners and officers at Mile 2 Prison. He added that 
the presence of drugs and mobile phones would deter 
the rehabilitation of inmates and he equally understood 
that by dealing drugs and mobile phones, the prisoners 
had showed that they were not prepared to go back to 
society as a good person. He further argued that allowing 
that would have been a failure to him and the other 
officers. The Lead Counsel asked if, then, he thought that 
it was right to beat them prisoners into submission and 
beat them into becoming good people so they could be 
reintegrated into society. The witness said that it was not 
his job to do that, he beat them out of anger as he had 
said.

The Lead Counsel presented the witness with a copy of 
his statement. The Lead Counsel asked the witness to 
see where he made changes to his statement before 
signing a final copy. After the witness examined his 
original statement, he confirmed that it was his final, 
signed statement for the Commission. The Lead Counsel 
then asked the witness if it was true that he had written 
nothing about the tortures in his signed statement. 
The witness responded in the affirmative. Continuing, 
the Lead Counsel asked the witness if he had, in fact, 
castigated the other witnesses who testified against 
him as liars. The witness asserted that he called them 
liars because what they alleged was different from what 
transpired.

The Lead Counsel then read a passage from the witness’ 
statement. In that passage, the witness stated that 
he believed that “every God fearing inmate and officer 
at the prison can honestly testify that I do not have the 
heart to torture any inmate. I do not say this to promote 
myself or try earning a good name”. The witness had also 
written that, the allegations against him at the TRRC 
were the same as those levelled against him when the 
police questioned him in 2017, which led to him losing 
his job at the prison. In the statement, the witness also 
questioned the logic that he would select two inmates 
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The Lead Counsel asked which statement was false. 
The witness replied the first one. When the Lead 
Counsel asked him if he lied, the witness did not 
answer the question. The Lead Counsel said that 
he had just told them that the first description of 
events was not true. The witness replied that he did 
not arrive there with Lamin Jah. The Lead Counsel 
told the witness that he seemed confused, then 
explained to the witness that he had contradicted 
himself once again. After some explanation, the 
Lead Counsel told the witness that both versions of 
his story could not be true, he asked the witness 
to choose a version. The witness testified that he 
arrived from the training school exactly at the same 
time that Lamin Jah was arriving at the room where 
he would be tortured. Then, the lead Counsel asked 
again if the first version of his story was then false. 
The witness gave an answer that did not respond to 
the question.  

Moving forward, the Lead Counsel asked the witness 
if he had tortured Derrick Bright. The witness stated 
he was there but the recruits beat Derrick Bright. The 
Lead Counsel replied that the witness then chose 
to beat Lamin Jah and Soriba Conde but chose not 
to beat Derrick Bright. The witness testified that he 
felt that Lamin Jah and Soriba Conde were lying. The 
Counsel replied that Lamin Jah and Soriba Conde 
had already confessed before the witness actually 
finished beating them.  The Lead Counsel asked the 
witness if that was correct. The witness said that 
when they finished beating them that was when 
Lamin Jah told them he would tell them the truth. 
The Lead Counsel told the witness that Lamin Jah 
testified that he was beaten on the table three times. 
The witness denied this; he said that Lamin Jah was 
beaten only once before he confessed. When asked, 
the witness said Soriba Conde was also beaten once. 

The Lead Counsel stated that no matter how many 
times the prisoners were beaten they still were 
beaten to extract a confession. The witness agreed. 
The Lead Counsel said that the witness participated 
in the beatings because they did not confess. The 
witness said that was true. The Lead Counsel then 
stated that Derrick Bright also did not confess before 

This time, the witness was no longer 
blindfolded he could see “E Jammeh” 
and the others beating him with the 
blackjacks over and over. Lamin Jah 
specified that that E Jammeh was 
Ebrima Jammeh, also known as Chief 
Torturer. 
After the clip of Lamin Jah’s testimony, the Lead Counsel 
asked the witness if Lamin Jah had lied in his testimony. 
The witness said that Lamin Jah lied by calling him 
Chief Torturer. The Lead Counsel replied that he knew 
the witness found that title very offensive but apart from 
that title, was Lamin Jah lying to the TRRC? The witness 
claimed that he was also lying about beating him several 
times as he only beat him once. The Lead Counsel asked 
the witness if he realised that, just by being present, he 
had participated in the torture. The Lead Counsel asked 
the witness if he realised that even if he just struck him 
once with a stick (the Lead Counsel demonstrated lightly 
hitting someone with his pencil), he had participated in 
torture. The witness responded in the affirmative. 

The Lead Counsel asked the witness if he accepted that 
he had tortured Lamin Jah. The witness said that he 
accepted that he had beaten Lamin Jah. When asked if 
he tortured Makodou Jakiteh, the witness denied it. The 
Lead Counsel told the witness that he was present for it. 
The witness said that when they were beating Makodou 
Jakiteh he was not aware, and then he went back to the 
training school. The Lead Counsel asserted the beatings 
of Makodou Jakiteh and Lamin Jah happened nearly 
simultaneously, one after the other; therefore there was 
no time for him to return to the training school. 

The witness then claimed that he actually arrived as Lamin 
Jah was taken in to be beaten. The Lead Counsel told the 
witness he was lying. He said, “That is perfect timing, 
isn’t it?” He pointed out that earlier in his testimony, the 
witness had said that he was seated in the room when 
Makodou Jakiteh was being beaten. Then, he changed his 
testimony to say that he arrived after Makodou Jakiteh 
was beaten, just in time for Lamin Jah’s turn. 
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witness stated that he was still surprised. The 
Lead Counsel said that he had intended to end 
the testimony at that point but decided to ask the 
witness one more question He asked the witness if 
he admitted to the police that he had participated in 
the aforementioned tortures. The witness said that 
when he was questioned by the police in regards to 
Lamin Jah and Ramses (Soriba Conde), he denied it. 
The Lead Counsel asked him if he lied to the police. 
The witness said that based on the Prisons Act, 
under section 65, he denied that he beat them. The 
Lead Counsel said he did not understand what the 
witness was trying to say and asked him to clarify. 
The witness said at the time he believed that, based 
on section 65 of the Prisons Act, he did not torture 
those prisoners. 

The Lead Counsel told the witness 
that if he told the police that he did 
not beat the prisoners, then he lied 
to the police. The witness agreed 
that he lied to the police. 
The Lead Counsel said there were no further 
questions.

The Chairman thanked Ebrima Jammeh for his 
testimony. He then told the witness that other officers 
had spoken to the difficulties that the Mile 2 Prison 
staff faced, working in a facility that was severely 
under sourced and under supplied, eliciting some 
sympathy for them. Then, the Chairman said, they 
heard the witness’ testimony and discovered that 
there was a culture of torture in the prison, that even 
recruits were ordered to torture prisoners, introducing 
them to the prison system through torture. 

The Chairman asked the witness if the recruits were 
confused when, after being told that they were admitted 
to the distinguished prison services of The Gambia, 
they were then given a whip to beat the inmates. The 
witness stated that the direct involvement of recruits 
in the beating came through the orders of the deputy 
general. He added that he regretted involving recruits 
in beating prisoners and he equally regretted that he 

he was beaten. The witness said that the recruits beat 
Derrick Bright, not him.  The Lead Counsel told the 
witness that it did not really matter as the fact that he 
was there and his recruits participated in the beatings 
still made him complicit of torture and guilty of torture. 
The Lead Counsel asked the witness if that was correct. 
The witness responded in the affirmative. 

Continuing on, the Lead Counsel said 
that, in fact, that meant that the 
witness participated in four tortures 
that day. 
The witness said it was only three because he was not 
there during the torture of Makodou Jakiteh. The Lead 
counsel told him that because his subordinates were 
there, the recruits, it meant that he was still responsible 
for torture. The witness said that in that setting there 
were also his seniors. The Lead Counsel agreed that that 
was true and that his senior officer was also responsible 
for his conduct and the conduct of his subordinates. 
When asked if he understood, the witness simply said, 
“Okay.” 

When asked if he would accept that he participated in 
four tortures that day, the witness protested and said 
that he left for the school when Makodou Jakiteh was 
being tortured. The Lead Counsel then reminded him 
that his subordinates had also carried out three other 
instances of torture inside the prison. The Lead Counsel 
reminded the witness of the torture of Falu Ceesay by 
members of his team. The witness protested that they 
were a team. The Lead Counsel asked him if they were 
not his subordinates working directly under him. The 
witness said they were. When pressed, he admitted that 
they tortured Falu Ceesay, Soriba Conde and Lamin Jah. 

This meant that the witness was 
therefore involved in, at minimum, six 
tortures either directly or indirectly 
and the witness agreed.
 The Lead Counsel asked the witness if he was still 
surprised that they called him Chief Torturer. The 
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Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Torture (of Soriba Conde, Lamin Jah, Dennis, Derrick 
Bright)

Ebrima Jammeh (the witness), Yahya Jarju

Torture (of Falu Ceesay)

Malang Tamba

Complicit of torture (of Falu Ceesay, Makodou 
Jakiteh)

Ebrima Jammeh (the witness)

False statement (to the police)

Ebrima Jammeh (the witness)

did not control his emotions and his anger about “drugs 
and mobiles” and other issues for which he also beat 
prisoners. The Chairman asked how the recruits reacted 
to the fact that the witness and Malang Tamba would 
beat prisoners when they felt angry. The witness said that 
their example might have encouraged recruits to behave 
similarly. The witness claimed that he came to realise 
that it was wrong and spoke to some of his recruits to 
tell them so.

Next, Imam Jallow told the witness that he was very 
surprised by some of the stories he heard that afternoon 
and was wondering how they came to happen. He asked 
the witness if it was the influence of the executive 
authority in The Gambia that they felt like they could beat 
people with impunity. The witness said that it was his own 
responsibility. He again blamed his anger for his actions. 
He said that he thought initially that the beatings would 
help them to change in regards to drugs and deeply 
regretted beating those prisoners. He added that he 
wanted to take the opportunity to ask for forgiveness, 
especially from Lamin Jah and Soriba Conde. 

The Chairman thanked the witness for his plea for 
forgiveness. He told the witness that that was precisely 
what the Lead Counsel was trying to get him to do. Adding 
that instead, the witness took the Lead Counsel through 
two and a half hours of what was almost another kind of 
torture to get to that point. 

When given the opportunity to make his concluding 
remarks, the witness said that he wanted to ask Lamin 
Jah and Soriba Conde for their forgiveness. He remarked 
that officers had difficulties regarding their salaries, 
which were stopped in 2017. He appealed to the director 
general of Gambian Prison Services to consider his words 
and give them their salaries. The witness then apologised 
to any officers and prisoners in the prison system that he 
may have in one way or another offended unknowingly. He 
ended by saying that he had already forgiven anyone who 
may have caused him offence. 
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Baba Jobe became close with people such as Mousa 
Koussa, who was then the foreign affairs minister. 
The witness said that eventually Muammar Ghaddafi 
adopted him as a son. 

At this point the Lead Counsel interjected that the 
witness did not have first hand knowledge of these 
events, and that this was what she gathered from 
her late husband Baba Jobe. The witness agreed, but 
said that she confirmed this information when she 
met Muammar Ghaddafi at a later date.

Tida Jaiteh narrated how once her late husband 
returned to The Gambia, he worked for the government 
in the agricultural department. However, when Yahya 
Jammeh took control of the government, they needed 
international recognition and decided that Muammar 
Ghaddafi was the best person to approach. Thus, 
Baba Jobe was brought into the government as a 
secretary to the President. The witness said that he 
was also elected to the Jarra West constituency as a 
member of parliament as a member of the Alliance 
for Patriotic Reorientation and Construction, APRC, a 
position he held from 2001-2003. While in parliament 
Baba Jobe was selected to serve as majority leader 
of the APRC. The witness also said her late husband 
was running his own business at the same time. The 
Lead Counsel asked if Baba Jobe was also a member 
of the APRC leadership, and the witness concurred 
that he was the secretary to the party at one time. 
When asked about the “Green Boys,”93 the witness 
stated that Baba Jobe was the leader of the July 22nd 
Movement, which had preceded the “Green Boys.” 
The witness claimed that as far as she knew, Baba 
Jobe was never a member or leader of the Green 
Boys. 

The witness said that her late husband told her that 
during Dawda Jawara’s government he was frequently 
arrested and detained whenever he returned from 
Libya. According to her recollection, Yahya Jammeh 
was often one of the people that would arrest Baba 
Jobe and guard him while he was detained. Baba 
Jobe told her that while he was detained, he would 
have conversations with Yahya Jammeh. When asked 

WITNESS NAME: Tida JAITEH also known as Tida Baba 
JOBE

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 22nd June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The rise of Baba Jobe in the 
APRC party, his business interests, his criminal trial 
in 2004, corruption in the Gambia Prison Service; the 
murder of Baba Jobe, and the witness’ exile in Senegal

POSITION DURING THE EVENT (S): Wife of Baba Jobe

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Attempting to secure the 
release of her late husband from prison and fleeing to 
Senegal after his death

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY: 

The witness began her testimony by stating her name is 
Tida Jaiteh, but that after she married Baba Jobe in 1997 
many people called her Tida Baba Jobe. She was born in 
Banjul in 1974, and after graduating senior secondary 
school, she worked at Gambia International Airlines from 
1997 to 2001. The Lead Counsel asked the witness to 
provide some background on her late husband, Baba 
Jobe. According to the witness, he was born in 1959 in 
Jarra Karantaba and studied in The Gambia for some 
years before receiving a scholarship from the Gambian 
government to attend university in Libya. As a university 
student he was very active in student politics and was 
elected as the leader of the student body. In that position 

93The “Green Boys” were a youth paramilitary organisation implicated in harassing political opponents and participating 
in the witch-hunts in 2009. See TRRC Digest Edition 10.
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Radio and Television Services, GRTS that all of Baba 
Jobe’s assets were being frozen based on a UN 
resolution94. However, the witness said that neither 
Baba Jobe, his lawyer, nor his family were informed 
prior to the announcement. They were helpless to 
respond, she said, because anyone that could help 
them was under the control of Yahya Jammeh. The 
Lead Counsel clarified that in addition to the UN 
Security Council resolution, there was also a court 
order, which stripped away Baba Jobe’s assets. 
The witness said she was aware of the court order. 
Ultimately, the Lead Counsel said, the Commission 
did not have a mandate to investigate Baba Jobe or 
Yahya Jammeh’s assets. He said he had raised the 
issue solely to give context to her testimony. 

Moving on, Tida Jaiteh agreed that her late husband 
was viewed as a very powerful person in The Gambia. 
She told the Commission that he used to be called 
Jarra Mansa, which meant that he was responsible 
for Jarra upwards. The Lead Counsel replied that 
not only was he viewed as Jarra Mansa, but it was 
commonly believed that Baba Jobe had influence 
in some of the security outfits in The Gambia such 
as the police, National Intelligence Agency, NIA 
and the Drug Squad. The witness agreed with this 
characterisation, but when the Lead Counsel pointed 
out that those powers did not derive from any law, the 
witness rebutted that there had been an executive 
order from Yahya Jammeh. When the Lead Counsel 
pressed her on the legality of those orders and Baba 
Jobe’s powers, she again said all she knew is it came 
from an executive order. 

Eventually she agreed that during 
that time there was a general 

climate of illegality especially in 
the exercise of powers related to 
the people that surrounded the 

executive. 

The Lead Counsel asked the witness to describe 
the falling out between her late husband and the 

what Baba Jobe and Yahya Jammeh had in common, the 
witness said it was the desire to remove Dawda Jawara 
from power. 

Moving on, the witness explained that Baba Jobe started 
his business when he became part of the Yahya Jammeh 
regime.  According to the witness, her late husband got 
involved in business to assist the citizens of The Gambia, 
giving the example of providing subsidised rice. The 
witness said she could not recall exactly when Baba Jobe 
joined the Youth Development Enterprise as the chief 
executive, but that it was after they got married. She 
attested that she saw documents indicating Baba Jobe’s 
position in the company, and that he had told her that he 
owned 95% of the company shares. When asked if she 
was aware that Baba Jobe joined the Youth Development 
Enterprise with Yahya Jammeh, the witness responded 
in the affirmative. She said that she became aware of it 
“when the problem happened.” However, she added, she 
did not see Yahya Jammeh’s name on the documents 
Baba Jobe showed her. 

When asked if Baba Jobe was close 
with Yahya Jammeh, the witness 
responded that through the Youth 
Development Enterprise they had 

significant business ties. 

She said she was aware that the 1997 Constitution 
prohibited the President from doing business, and 
therefore agreed that it was possible that the President 
would have to use a proxy to do business. Upon further 
questioning, she acknowledged that this was the claim 
against Baba Jobe in the Youth Development Enterprise 
case. 

However, the witness said she could not remember 
exactly what the court decided in the case. When the 
Lead Counsel explained how the court ordered the assets 
in Baba Jobe’s name to be turned over to Yahya Jammeh, 
the witness said that was the first time she heard that. 
Instead, she narrated how a few months after Baba Jobe 
was sentenced, they saw an announcement over Gambia 

94In June of 2001, the United Nations Security Council announced sanctions against Baba Jobe for alleged 
participation in illicit arms trafficking and diamond smuggling in Sierra Leone.
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central in the dispute between Baba Jobe and Yahya 
Jammeh over the business, and it appeared that 
Baba Jobe was trying to keep the documents away 
from the authorities. She responded that Baba Jobe 
knew they would search the house, but when they 
eventually did, they did not find the weapons they 
were looking for. Indeed, the witness attested that 
she never saw Baba Jobe with guns, but that she 
did remove the documents as he had requested. 
When the Lead Counsel asked if she had done that 
to prevent evidence from being obtained, the witness 
responded, “What kind of evidence?” The Lead 
Counsel replied that it was evidence of the existence 
of those properties under Baba Jobe’s name. The 
witness said they did eventually find the evidence of 
his properties. 

Tida Jaiteh continued that Baba Jobe spent the 
night at Police Headquarters. The next day, he 
was taken to court and granted bail. He returned 
home but, a few days later, as he was preparing to 
visit his grandmother, he was almost caught in an 
ambush. He initially escaped, but was later caught 
and arrested. The Lead Counsel asked the witness 
how she knew that an ambush was laid for him. The 
witness said that someone on the ambush team had 
told Baba Jobe not to board the vehicle designated 
to transport him. However, when Baba Jobe refused 
to get in the vehicle, the driver knew what was being 
communicated. The witness said that as they were 
getting close to ambush site, the driver said he had 
to pee and parked the car on the side of the road. 
The witness said that because the driver knew that 
Baba Jobe was not in his car, he walked away and 
never returned to his vehicle. The witness said that 
Baba Jobe had boarded a different vehicle and drove 
away. Nonetheless, Baba Jobe was arrested along 
with his younger brother, nephew, and one of his 
friends. The witness said they took him away to the 
Police Training School in Banjulinding where he spent 
the next six months until his conviction.

Tida Jaiteh told the Commission that Ousman Sillah, 
Mai Fatty and Lawyer Jobarteh were Baba Jobe’s 
lawyers during his trial. During the trial, she narrated, 
Ousman Sillah was shot95. 

former President. The witness testified that, as the Lead 
Counsel had pointed out, the powers given to Baba Jobe 
by Yahya Jammeh were the same powers that Yahya 
Jammeh eventually turned against him. She explained 
that Baba Jobe had been given powers in the security 
forces and other branches of the state, which allowed 
him to become a popular political leader. The witness 
said that some people almost forgot about the President 
himself. 

The Lead Counsel asked the 
witness to provide a more balanced 
opinion, pointed out that while some 
people thought of Baba Jobe as a 
good person, others also saw him 
as someone who used unlawful, 

excessive executive powers 
against them. 

The witness responded that he was human, not an angel, 
and that what happened to him could have happened to 
anyone. 

Continuing, the witness explained that the first arrest 
happened in 2003. The witness explained that one 
day Baba Jobe had gone to work and she had gone to 
the Banjul market. On her way to the market, she got a 
call from someone named Fatou Njie Fofana who asked 
about her late husband’s whereabouts. The witness 
told her that he had gone to work, but soon after Fatou 
Njie Fofana called her back and told her that Baba Jobe 
had been arrested. The witness called Baba Jobe and 
he confirmed that two paramilitary pickups came to his 
office to arrest him and take him to the Banjul Serious 
Crimes Unit at the Police Headquarters. She agreed that 
at the time it was said that The Gambia had two rulers - 
“Mansa Jarra and Mansa Kanilai.” 

After narrating the arrest, Baba Jobe told his wife to 
hide his bankbook, title deeds, and other important 
documents related to his properties. The Lead Counsel 
pointed out that those documents would have then been 

95See article-Lawyer Ousman Sillah explains how he survived an assassination attempt by Jammeh’s hit squad.

https://gambiana.com/lawyer-ousman-sillah-explains-how-he-survived-an-assassination-attempt-by-jammehs-hit-squad/
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she made many requests to see him, even going 
to the house of Director General David Colley and 
begging him to let her see her late husband. She 
testified that David Coley did not allow it, arguing that 
he was under executive orders and had no say in the 
matter. 

It was not until he had spent a year 
in prison that she eventually got to 
see him. 

In the meantime, she began to reach out to officers 
she felt she could trust who helped her smuggle a 
small mobile phone for Baba Jobe allowing her to 
communicate with him. As she understood it, the 
officer would pass the phone to Baba Jobe, who 
would then return the phone to the officer after their 
conversation. She said she paid between 1,000 
and 3,500 dalasi on a monthly basis to the officer. 
Baba Jobe’s younger brother also used to pay off the 
officer as well. Prison officers also helped smuggle 
in items such as toothpaste, toothbrushes, canned 
beef, canned milk and sugar every two-week or every 
month. Meanwhile, every day she would cook food 
and leave it in a small shop by the foam mattress 
warehouse near Mile 2 Prison, where an officer would 
then take it into the prison and give it to her late 
husband. 

At this point, the Lead Counsel interjected and asked 
why it was necessary to smuggle food into the prison 
for her late husband. The witness responded that 
the food in prison lacked nutrition and could leave to 
the development of a sickness called beriberi, which 
makes the body swell and bloat. Additionally, Baba 
Jobe apparently told the witness that he believed 
there had been several attempts to poison him. 
This was the point where the witness and her late 
husband decided to send food into the prison for him 
every day. 

The Lead Counsel pointed out that the bringing of food 
into the prison would have been impossible without 
the collaboration of prison officers and asked what 

He survived the attack – which the 
witness said she heard was perpetrated 
by people close to Yahya Jammeh – but 
he left the defence team. 

When asked why she believed they shot Ousman 
Sillah, she testified that in her view, the prosecution 
had concocted false allegations against Baba Jobe to 
keep him in prison, and Ousman Sillah was successfully 
unravelling those allegations. 

She said Mai Fatty also had an accident, and she later 
heard that Yahya Jammeh’s people were behind that as 
well. Anyone that got close to Baba Jobe experienced 
consequences, she testified, from being fired to 
being arrested. Tida Jaiteh thanked those who took 
up Baba Jobe’s case, acknowledging that they made 
great sacrifices on his behalf. The Lead Counsel then 
confirmed that the witness was saying that two of the 
lawyers on Baba Jobe’s defence team, were attacked by 
forces belonging to Yahya Jammeh. She concurred, and 
added that heard that at some point Lawyer Jobarteh 
was confronted by the NIA. She agreed that this was the 
order of the day before, during, and after Baba Jobe’s 
arrest.

The witness affirmed that her late husband was eventually 
convicted for economic crimes by Justice MA Paul. The 
witness said that she attended the proceedings, and 
while she is not a trained lawyer, she could tell the trial 
did not conform with the law. She expressed surprise that 
the judgement against him was allowed to stand. She 
accused the country’s leader of installing a “mercenary 
judge” to work towards his dictates so that he gets what he 
wants.” This was the root of his conviction and eventual 
murder. She described the court case as a human rights 
abuse, citing the removal of Baba Jobe’s lawyer, and her 
assertation that the court order was held behind closed 
doors and it was only during his testimony that she 
became aware of it.  

The Lead Counsel then moved the testimony onto the 
witness’ late husband’s time in prison. She told the 
Commission that during the first year of his imprisonment 
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to whom she sent clothes, rice, and other items. 
The Lead Counsel quipped that in effect the prison 
officer had an extra monthly salary, revealing that 
some officers received around 1,000 dalasi a month, 
meaning the witness was in many cases paying more 
per month that their employer. The witness replied 
that it was all done to ensure her late husband’s 
safety, which she said was worth anything. She 
claimed they did naming ceremonies and bought 
rice, cooking oil, and other items for many people. 
She even used to rent Nigerian movies for the prison 
officers to watch on their breaks in the prison. She 
agreed with the Lead Counsel’s assertion that the 
prison system was corrupt to its core. 

Moving on, the witness said that she made many 
efforts to free Baba Jobe from prison, often with the 
help of his family. When Baba Jobe’s term finished, 
she said, she asked David Colley when he would be 
released. David Colley referred her to the Ministry 
of Interior, yet Ousman Sonko never accepted her 
invitations to meet despite her coming to his office 
on three occasions. She went back to David Colley, 
who apparently continued to insist that the Ministry 
of Interior had to authorise his release. 

After the witness did not find success approaching 
David Colley and Ousman Sonko, she got together 
with Baba Jobe’s family and wrote an obsequies letter 
to Yahya Jammeh begging for clemency. She told the 
Commission they wrote that the President must not 
have been aware that Baba Jobe’s sentence had 
expired, even though they knew that he was indeed 
aware. The witness agreed that the letter had been 
written to “say things to the president in order to please 
him,” which was the only way get his attention. The 
Lead Counsel then read from the letter, which was 
written from Baba Jobe’s mother, and among other 
things prayed that Allah would continue to grant him 
the wisdom and fortitude to govern the nation, and 
congratulated him on his marriage to her daughter-
in-law, Lady Alima Jammeh. Later in the letter she 
wrote that whatever fame, reputation, or material 
possessions accrued to Baba Jobe and his family 
was a result of the then President generosity and 

level of officers had helped her. She replied that it was 
both senior and junior officers, but they were engaged to 
help with different tasks. The Lead Counsel asked her 
to explain in more detail, attesting that they needed to 
make recommendations for institutional reform, but first 
they had to know what the problems were. He said there 
should be no reason that prisoners should have food 
sent from home, and that they needed to understand 
both why the food was so bad, and how contraband was 
smuggled into the prisons to fix both problems. 

Tida Jaiteh replied that beyond the food, senior officers, 
including Director General David Colley, helped her 
get her late husband to the hospital when he needed 
medical attention. She alleged that generally he was 
denied access to medical care, and that she had to go 
all the way to the director general to ensure he got the 
attention he needed. She testified that on one occasion 
she bought him a generator, and that Baba Jobe’s younger 
brother also bought him four television sets and three 
amplifiers – one for each of the prisons and one extra for 
the Director General’s personal use. 

She agreed with the Lead Counsel’s 
statement that she had to bribe David 
Colley to ensure that Baba Jobe was 
treated as he should have been in the 
first place. 

When asked if David Colley ever requested anything 
specifically, the witness replied that the then director 
general used to call Ebrima Jobe, Baba Jobe’s younger 
brother, and tell him his problems. She affirmed that this 
essentially amounted to David Colley asking for bribes 
to secure better treatment for Baba Jobe, and this was 
likely the reason why anytime Ebrima Jobe wanted to 
meet his elder brother the request was granted. She said 
the meetings between Baba Jobe and his brother took 
place in David Colley’s office, attesting that she attended 
one once and that Ebrima Jobe told her about others. 

Moving onto the senior officers, Tida Jaiteh specifically 
mentioned a mid-ranking officer named Ismaila Colley 



|148

even shake his hand. One of his guards recognised 
her, and growing angry that she had been following 
the delegation, shouted at her until she sat down. 
She told the Commission she was too exhausted to 
follow the President onto the next leg of his tour in 
Kanilai, so she returned to Kombo.

On another occasion, Tida Jaiteh continued narrating, 
she passed State House on the way to the market and 
saw Yahya Jammeh emerge with a few guards, Alagie 
Martin and one Camara. She said that she ran to the 
then President, shook his hand, identified herself, 
and told him their family was suffering. She said 
that as soon as she said her name, Camara slapped 
her hand away, but she took Yahya Jammeh’s hand 
anyway and asked him to have mercy on her family. 
She said Yahya Jammeh smiled at her, but that was 
the end of the interaction. The Lead Counsel again 
confirmed that at this point Baba Jobe had finished 
serving his sentence, and the witness agreed that 
this meant that his detention was now unlawful. 

On yet another occasion, the witness used the 
tradition of State House distributing sugar during 
Ramadan to approach the then President. One day she 
went and stood with people from Lower River Region, 
LRR. When Yahya Jammeh came to her, she again 
identified herself and asked to have a discussion. 
The witness said Yahya Jammeh turned and said to 
her, “Are you here?” before telling her to go and talk 
to Alagie Martin. She went to Alagie Martin’s office 
and explained that Baba Jobe was among the pillars 
of the APRC. She told him that the President was 
not aware that her late husband’s prison term had 
expired, and she wanted to let him know so that he 
could have mercy and help their family. The witness 
again said that she knew the President knew the 
term had expired, but she had to speak that way. 
Alagie Martin agreed that Baba Jobe had done many 
important things for the APRC and gave her his card 
and said to keep calling him. He told her that anytime 
the President was free, he would try to arrange a 
meeting.  The witness testified that each time she 
called Alagie Martin he told her the President was 
busy until she finally stopped calling him. 

grace. She ended the letter by begging for a pardon, and 
reiterated her loyalty and support for Yahya Jammeh. 

In terms of getting an answer, their approach worked. 
The Lead Counsel read from Yahya Jammeh’s response, 
which began by noting his appreciate of the goodwill and 
kind sentiments expressed and “your recognition of what 
His Excellency has contributed to making your son, Baba 
Jobe, and family what they were.” He then indicated that 
he treated Baba Jobe as a brother, but what he returned 
was “incomprehensible.” He noted that “Baba Jobe 
only has himself to blame for his present situation as he 
became too big.” At the end of the day, the request for 
clemency eventually came to naught.

However, the witness continued, the letter was not their 
only effort to secure Baba Jobe’s release. Upon hearing 
that Yahya Jammeh was going on a tour of farmers, the 
witness testified, she bought a large framed photo of 
Yahya Jammeh and had it placed outside Baba Jobe’s 
compound on the highway where the President’s convoy 
would pass. She also hired dancers and musicians to 
sing praise songs for the then President and bought 
green cloth for women to make flags of and wave. The day 
he came through, the women and dancers were lined all 
the way from Soma to where Yahya Jammeh was holding 
the meeting. 

The witness herself waited in Soma for him to arrive 
and managed to get herself a place in the line of people 
he would greet. As she greeted him, she told him she 
had come to Soma to meet with him, and he responded 
“Mansakonko.” The next morning, she went to the then 
Governer of Mansakonko Waa Juwara and asked him to 
assist her in meeting with the then President. However, 
Waa Juwara said he could not do anything for her and she 
did not see Yahya Jammeh in Mansakonko.

However, she heard the next meeting was in Kiang so 
she decided to travel there to try again. She again got a 
place in line with the chiefs, largely because they already 
knew her. When Yahya Jammeh got to her and shook her 
hand, she said to him she was in Mansakonko but was 
unable to see him. Yahya Jammeh smiled but did not 
say anything. The witness said it was difficult for her to 
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asked the witness if she had anything to prove that 
this meeting had occurred, to which she replied that 
she had a photograph.

On the night of the banquet, she continued her 
narration, she got in touch with Baba Jobe and told 
him about meeting with Muammar Ghaddafi. At first, 
he did not believe what she was telling him, but he did 
confirm that he knew Sanna. She said she would give 
the number of the prison phone to Sanna to contact 
him. According to the witness, Muammar Ghaddafi 
and Baba Jobe spoke later that evening. When the 
witness spoke to Baba Jobe later, he told her he was 
relieved to speak with Muammar Ghaddafi, but he did 
he did not want to tell her what they discussed.

The following day, Sanna called the witness and 
asked her to meet at the Coconut Residence in 
Bijilo. Sanna then explained that Yahya Jammeh 
and Muammar Ghaddafi had come to an agreement 
whereby Yahya Jammeh would release Baba Jobe on 
Libyan Independence Day, 1st September. 

The witness said they all celebrated, 
but she was not actually very happy 
because she knew Yahya Jammeh 
was unreliable. 

Muammar Ghaddafi returned to Libya and gave 
Yahya Jammeh a significant sum to pardon Baba 
Jobe, but Yahya Jammeh still did not release her 
late husband. Soon after, the Lead Counsel said, 
Muammar Ghaddafi had his own problems in Libya96. 
The witness pointed out that there was only a gap of 
one month between the death of Muammar Ghaddafi 
and Baba Jobe.
 
Referencing a request from NIA officers, the Lead 
Counsel suggested that this was not the first time 
that someone had offered money to Yahya Jammeh 
to elicit help for Baba Jobe. The witness responded 
affirmatively, and told the Commission that Abdoulie 
Kujabi came to Baba Jobe after his arrest and told 
him that if they gave “several million” (currency not 

The Lead Counsel asked if the Libyan Government also 
tried to help get Baba Jobe out of prison. She replied 
affirmatively, explaining that when Muammar Ghaddafi 
came to The Gambia, a friend told her that if she helped 
bring women to the Libyan leader’s speech, she (the 
friend) would help the witness get a meeting with him. 
The witness obliged, and ended up gathering around 150 
women to attend the meeting where Muammar Ghaddafi 
was speaking. At the event, the person who had asked 
the witness to gather the women was not there. The 
witness explained one of Muammar Ghaddafi’s protocol 
officers she identified as Sanna, was walking around 
when she stopped by one of the women in the crowd, 
who happened to be the witness’ friend. Apparently, they 
stroke a conversation and when the friend asked if she 
knew Baba Jobe, Sanna jumped with happiness. The 
friend introduced the witness and Sanna, and the witness 
told him that Baba Jobe was in prison. Sanna responded 
that she had known Baba Jobe when they went to college 
together, and took the witness’ name and number and 
passed them on to the Libyan President. According to the 
witness, when Muammar Ghaddafi saw the note during 
his speech, he smiled before continuing speaking. 

The following day, the witness testified, Sanna called her 
and told her to prepare for a meeting with the Libyan 
leader. The witness went to the meeting with a few friends 
and two of her children. In her meeting with Muammar 
Ghaddafi, she showed him photographs of her and Baba 
Jobe as well as of Muammar Ghaddafi and Baba Jobe, 
and her marriage certificate. She then explained Baba 
Jobe’s situation and the struggle she and her family had 
been through. After the meeting, Muammar Ghaddafi sent 
her an allowance every six months through the embassy 
in Dakar. She asked Muammar Ghaddafi to speak 
with Yahya Jammeh to help release her late husband. 
Muammar Ghaddafi told her that he had followed Baba 
Jobe’s struggles from the onset. The witness revealed 
that she heard he had sent people to pay the fine levied 
against Baba Jobe, but Yahya Jammeh had refused to 
meet the delegation. Muammar Ghaddafi said he would 
discuss it at a state banquet that night. During the 
meeting Muammar Ghaddafi asked her how he could 
speak to Baba Jobe, and she responded she would do 
everything she could to arrange a call. The Lead Counsel 

96In February 2011, Libyan citizens rose up against the government, precipitating an ongoing civil war. Muammar 
Ghaddafi was killed in October of the same year.
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a hospital staff said Baba Jobe was supposed to be 
moved to private block number 10. Baba Jobe told 
them to leave him but they told him that it was an 
executive order. The Lead Counsel asked the witness 
what she understood the phrase executive order to 
mean. The witness said that “whenever they bring 
an executive order and they tell you there is no way to 
pass through because they tell you it is from the top, 
from Yahya Jammeh.” She said, “And then what are 
you going to do? There is nowhere to run to, nowhere 
to escape to, you must subdue.” 

The witness said that Baba Jobe’s refusal to move to 
the private block was in vain. When they got there, she 
said, the private room was occupied and a hospital 
staff member who had paid money for the private 
room was forcibly removed. The witness said it was 
very odd that someone would be forcefully removed 
from a paid room for the sake of Baba Jobe. The 
witness said that on that day she was “very worried,” 
but she did not want Baba Jobe to know because 
she was his only source of courage at that time. She 
told him that she was going to the bathroom, and 
then called a hospital staff member named Sanyang 
(witness could not remember their first name) and 
asked Sanyang what was happening. Sanyang told 
her that he was equally worried but that they were 
helpless. 

Before they took Baba Jobe into the private room the 
witness walked past a prison medic she identified 
as Jarju and a prison guard called Jimbo having a 
discussion in the hallway. She could not hear them 
and they did not notice her. She said that when 
she told Baba Jobe what she had seen, he was 
suspicious, but helpless. The witness said when the 
medic Jarju came, Baba Jobe asked him where Jimbo 
was, and Jarju told him that he had not seen him all 
day. When Jarju left, Baba Jobe told the witness, “you 
see, they are up to something.” 

After that, they moved the witness to room ten. The 
witness added that the prison and hospital staff told 
her she was not allowed to spend the night in the 
room. The day after Baba Jobe was moved to the 

specified) to Yahya Jammeh, it could bring an end to his 
case. When asked, the witness said she believed that 
Abdoulie Kujabi was the director general of the NIA.

Moving on, the Lead Counsel asked the witness how 
Baba Jobe died. The witness said that one day they got a 
call from a prison officer whose name she did not recall 
who told her that Baba Jobe was sick and she should 
come to the hospital immediately. She said that when 
she arrived, Baba Jobe was warm and shaking. She 
placed a wet towel on him to cool him down and called 
home to tell her family to prepare pasta, his favourite 
dish. The doctors did a blood test and told her that he 
had malaria and dehydration and prescribed him some 
medications. At the time, she said, there was a hunger 
strike going on at the prison. The witness said they then 
moved him to a different ward.

On the second day after being moved to the new ward, 
a young man and woman who the witness identified as 
hospital staff came and said they were going to repeat 
all the tests carried out on Baba Jobe. Baba Jobe told 
them that he had already been diagnosed and given 
medicine and asked what kinds of tests they were going 
to carry out. The witness said they insisted and spoke 
with authority. The witness testified that Baba Jobe told 
her, “Tida, these people have been sent. It is an executive 
order.” She told him she was worried and Baba Jobe told 
her to leave them alone. Baba Jobe then allowed them to 
take another sample of his blood. They then brought in 
an IV drip but the liquid was yellowish. Baba Jobe asked 
them what it was and they told him it was medicine. Baba 
Jobe apparently said, “Well, let it be medicine alone.”

The witness testified that she then got a call from Lamin 
Darboe, a prisoner at Mile 2 Prison, who told her that 
Baba Jobe should not allow anyone to put him on a drip 
or inject him. 

If he accepts, Lamin Darboe apparently 
said, they will kill him. 

The witness told Baba Jobe about the conversation but 
he told her to let them do what they wanted, he was 
helpless and could not run away. The witness said that 
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came from being poisoned at Mile 2 Prison. As they 
were leaving, Baba Jobe told them not to come early 
the next day because it was a set setal98.

The next morning one of Baba Jobe’s friends called 
and the witness told him that her late husband was 
getting better. However, the witness said that the 
friend had already heard about Baba Jobe’s death 
and was trying to confirm if she had heard the news. 
Then, Baba Jobe’s younger brother called and told 
her that Baba Jobe was dead. The witness told him it 
was likely a rumour. It was not the first time someone 
had told her her late husband had died, she told the 
Commission. She insisted nothing was wrong with 
him. Then, Baba Jobe’s younger brother called her 
back and said the whole compound was full of people 
mourning Baba Jobe. She said she got angry and told 
him to chase everyone away because she believed 
they were mistaken. Funding repeated that he knew 
it was true as he had heard it from a reliable source. 

Soon, however, the witness began to grow concerned, 
so she called one of Baba Jobe’s friends in Banjul 
named Buba Bah and asked him to go to the hospital 
to check on him. When Buba Bah got there, Baba 
Jobe’s body had already been removed. Then, Baba 
Jobe’s brother came to her house and said that Baba 
Jobe was dead and they needed to go to Banjul. 
On the way, she quarrelled with her brother in-law 
because she still did not believe her late husband 
had died. When they got close to the mortuary, the 
witness saw one of Baba Jobe’s friends sitting on the 
ground with his legs stretched out, holding his head 
and shouting. The witness said that Baba Jobe’s 
sister pointed out that this friend would not be crying 
like that if Baba Jobe was alive. Nonetheless, the 
witness still refused to believe that her late husband 
was dead and insisted that they go to the hospital. 
When they got to the hospital they found Baba Jobe’s 
nephew. She asked where Baba Jobe was, but all 
he could only say to her was “Auntie, auntie.” The 
witness said that when she saw that all the things 
she had brought to the hospital to keep her husband 
comfortable were in a bundle on the floor, she realised 
that indeed Baba Jobe was dead. 

private room, as she was leaving the room around noon, 
she encountered two strange men she thought were 
visiting Baba Jobe. 

The witness said that when she returned, the officer at 
the door, who she identified as Ismaila Colley, told Baba 
Jobe “Jack’s people have come.” Baba Jobe asked him, 
“which of his people,” to which Ismaila Colley replied, “his 
Junglers.” When Baba Jobe asked him how he knew that, 
Ismaila Colley said that he knew Nuha in person. The 
Lead Counsel asked which Nuha he was referring to, the 
witness said she thought it was Nuha Badjie. According 
to the witness, Baba Jobe said “let them do as they 
please because I have no means. I have no powers.” The 
witness said it was not until the TRRC that she was able 
to identify the other man she had seen at noon that day 
as Oya97. 

That evening, the witness continued her testimony, a 
group of Green Boys briefly came to greet Baba Jobe. 
Afterwards, Baba Jobe apparently told the witness, “Tida, 
something is cooking but please take heart and hold on to 
God. If you should hear that I am dead know that is what 
God has for me. If you should hear that I have a broken 
leg… You’ve tried a lot for me. May Allah reward you for 
everything you have done for me.” At this point in her 
testimony Tida Jaiteh broke down into tears. 

After she regained her composure, the witness said 
that Baba Jobe then called his brother Ebrima Jobe and 
prayed for him. He then turned to her and told her, “Allah 
is always with people who bear things.” She responded 
that nothing was going to happen, but inside she was 
extremely worried. Despite her attempts to comfort him, 
Baba Jobe told her that he had a feeling that something 
what about to happen to him. She told her late husband 
to “stay positive, only peace will happen.”

That Friday, she continued her narration, Baba Jobe ate 
his full, walked around, and chatted with the witness. 
She ended up staying until twelve or one then prepared 
to go home. The witness said she was there with Ebrima 
Jobe and Baba Jobe’s sister Isatou Jobe. When they 
got up to leave, Baba Jobe asked him to apply some 
medicine to the rashes on his body, which he believed 

97Oya is the nickname of Omar Jallow. See TRRC Digest Edition 6, pages 113 – 127.
98A day of compulsory national service cleaning public spaces.
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her son to have Baba Jobe released. The witness 
stated that they discussed the issue but Yahya 
Jammeh told his mother that the way he managed 
his country was none of her business. The witness 
said that Asombi Bojang even asked her son how 
much money needed to be paid to settle the matter. 
The witness said that Asombi Bojang would give 
her money to go make prayers and ask God to bring 
peace between her “two sons.” 

As they received Baba Jobe’s body at the mortuary, 
the witness testified, people pointed out that there 
were many plain clothed officers watching her. The 
witness said she believed that they were trying to 
gauge the reactions of the public to Baba Jobe’s 
death. Baba Jobe’s body was taken to Jarra where 
they burial took place. According to the witness, they 
were followed the whole time by the plain clothed 
officers. After he was buried and the prayers were 
said, everyone dispersed.

The witness said that Baba Jobe’s death led to the 
family being further frustrated, stigmatised, and 
marginalised. 

They were evicted from their houses, 
and wherever they tried to rent, they 
would be kicked out as soon as it 
was discovered that they were the 
family of Baba Jobe. 

When asked why that was happening, the witness said 
they feared that they might be in trouble if they helped 
Baba Jobe’s family. The Lead Counsel then asked 
the witness if she was saying that Yahya Jammeh 
continued to go after the family after Baba Jobe’s 
death. The witness responded in the affirmative and 
said they believed that Yahya Jammeh wanted Baba 
Jobe’s family to become beggars. 

She cited an agreement they had with a landlord who, 
upon finding out that he was renting to Baba Jobe’s 
family, backed out of the agreement. That night she 

Tida Jaiteh told the Commission the whole world was 
black for her in that moment. She could neither shed 
tears nor produce saliva. She sat down and tried to rest. 
People tried to remove her, but they failed. Eventually, 
she got up and asked where Baba Jobe’s body was being 
kept. They took her to the mortuary where she found Baba 
Jobe’s brother crying and wandering around the room. 

She saw her late husband’s body lying 
with his head turned and some kind of 
yellow liquid coming out of his mouth 
and his nose. 

The witness prayed for Baba Jobe and remained with him 
for some time before finally leaving the mortuary.  

When they went to receive Baba Jobe’s body on the 
following Monday, the streets outside of the mortuary 
were full of people. When they went home the house 
was also packed. The Lead Counsel then asked the 
witness if a post mortem exam was conducted. The 
witness responded that she did not allow them to do a 
post mortem. The witness said they were suspicious that 
Baba Jobe had been killed, and that she believed that 
the people that would have done the post mortem were 
the same people that murdered him. The witness said 
that at the time they suspected that the hospital staff, 
prison officers, and the Junglers all played a role in the 
murder. The witness then cited a Mandinka saying: “the 
one that kills you pays you condolences and announces 
your death.” 

Before she continued with the story, the witness told 
the Commission that she wanted to specify that Yahya 
Jammeh’s mother, Asombi Bojang, was very good to them. 
According to her, Asombi Bojang used to send people to 
visit Baba Jobe in the hospital. She also gave the witness 
money, sent her sugar during Ramadan, and bought their 
family a goat for Tobaski. The witness said that Asombi 
Bojang even paid for the funeral of Baba Jobe’s mother. 
Asombi Bojang apparently told the witness that if it was 
up to her, Baba Jobe would not be in prison. The Lead 
Counsel asked her if Asombi Bojang ever interceded with 
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The witness said that after Baba Jobe died, all support 
was cut off. While they were constantly moving, all 
of their properties were destroyed due to neglect. 
The witness said that when she was in Kololi, the 
Junglers used to pass by their compound frequently. 
She learned that they were after Baba Jobe’s property 
and thought the witness had the property documents 
in her compound. She claimed that Junglers would 
disguise themselves in plain clothes to spy on her. 

The witness said that one night, she decided to 
collect Baba Jobe’s documents that she had hidden. 
On the way back from collecting the documents, 
they encountered many checkpoints. To avoid being 
detected she covered her head with a scarf and lay 
down in the back of the vehicle. She told the driver to 
put on the double signals and tell the officers that he 
had a sick person that he was taking to the hospital. 
When they got to the checkpoint, they were stopped 
but they did not search the vehicle. When she got 
home, she put the documents in two suitcases and 
gave them to a friend to hide in Karang, Senegal. The 
next day she took two of her kids and fled to Senegal. 
She did not tell anyone she had gone. When she got 
to Karang, she picked up her documents. 

The Lead Counsel then asked about a letter the 
witness wrote to Yahya Jammeh. The witness 
responded that after she had completed the 
mourning period, she wrote a letter to Yahya Jammeh. 
The Lead Counsel read from the letter, in which she 
congratulated the then President for his victory in 
the recent Presidential elections. The witness said 
this was the only way to communicate with Yahya 
Jammeh, saying “we call this politics.” However, Yahya 
Jammeh never responded, and the witness began to 
feel that talking to Yahya Jammeh would not bring 
peace to her and her family. 

Fearing for her life, the witness 
testified, she decided to move to 
Senegal with her two children. 

had to pay 5,000 dalasi to stay a single night in a lodge. 
They eventually found a house in Senegambia, but the 
water system in the house was no good and they had 
to hire vehicles to fetch water all the time. The witness 
said that she knew they could not continue like that so 
they moved to Kololi. Even then, the witness said, plain 
clothed officers followed her. When they would come to 
ask about her at the house, her late husband’s sister 
would tell them that she was not there while the witness 
hid inside. 

The witness attested that at one point three plains 
clothes officers tried to arrest her nine-year-old son. She 
said would not allow them to question her son without 
her presence and accompanied them to the Police 
Headquarters, where they asked him if his father had 
bought him any houses. The witness said that her son 
told his interrogators, “I don’t know, ask my father.” They 
were at the police station from noon until seven in the 
evening. After the interrogation the witness said that 
anytime someone knocked on the door the boy would 
want to peep over the door to see who it was. She added 
that if he heard an ambulance, he used to “run like he 
was crazy.” When she asked him why he was running, 
he would tell her that Yahya Jammeh was coming. He 
also used to warn people that if they went to the Banjul 
hospital they would die.

In addition to harassing her and her son, the witness 
continued, Baba Jobe’s brothers were brought to the NIA 
for questioning about Baba Jobe’s assets. At one point 
the NIA even confiscated their vehicles and officers went 
to Ebrima Jobe’s family compound and padlocked it, even 
though everyone in the village knew that it belonged to 
them. The officers also stole an entire herd of cattle 
belonging to Ebrima Jobe’s grandmother and family. 
Officers went to the compound where they lived before 
and dug it up completely, alleging that guns were hidden 
there. Yet they found no weapons. Then they went to the 
family’s farm in Karantaba and burnt the entire farm, 
again because they claimed guns were hidden there. The 
witness said they were worried and did not know what to 
do. The kids were supposed to go to school. Anyone who 
helped them would beg them not to let Yahya Jammeh 
know about the aid. 
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In her concluding statement, Tida Jaiteh said she 
experienced many feelings sitting before the TRRC. 
She saluted the entire TRRC team, especially the 
research and investigation team for their patience 
and diligence. She said she felt obliged to outline 
the struggles that women go through when their 
husbands are in prison and claimed to represent 
all women whose husbands were in custody under 
the former regime. She said that she had suffered 
greatly since the imprisonment of Baba Jobe, having 
been victimised, stigmatised, and virtually rejected 
by society. 

She expressed that paying the price 
for a crime she never committed 
had launched her into serious 
psychological disorder and she had 
lost confidence in herself. 

The witness said that after years of waiting in vain, 
she nearly lost her womanhood as her sense of 
humour faded gradually due to the extreme stresses 
of her situation.

Tida Jaiteh revealed that after she finished her 
period of mourning, a handful of men approached 
her for marriage, but told her they were afraid of 
Yahya Jammeh. Even her present husband endured 
threats, but he vowed that nothing would stop him 
from marrying her and she saluted his bravery 
and steadfastness. She told the Commission that 
the present government of Adama Barrow had 
retraumatised Baba Jobe’s family by confiscating 
their properties without investigation or justification. 
She accused the judge who oversaw their trial of 
being a mercenary judge and said that, in reality, 
Yahya Jammeh was the real judge, jury, and judiciary, 
citing the attacks on Baba Jobe’s legal team as 
well as the testimony of the Junglers at the TRRC 
as evidence. She said that she believed that Yahya 
Jammeh killed her husband to hide the truth about 
himself because Baba Jobe knew a lot about him. 

At this point the Lead Counsel clarified that Baba Jobe 
had 13 children in total, and that apart from three who 
had moved to England, the rest remained in The Gambia. 
The witness explained that he had three wives who he 
had separated with, and that the two children she took 
to Senegal were hers. She said that all of his children 
survived the ordeal.

When they got to Senegal, they went to live with a 
family friend. Initially, they rented a very small room. 
Soon after they moved to another place, but it was even 
worse. In Senegal she went to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, UNHCR to apply for refugee 
status. She went through the process and was granted 
refugee status and a presidential decree, after which her 
kids were able to go to school and she got some support 
from family and friends. The witness said that she 
eventually started working as a seamstress and later she 
opened up a restaurant. Eventually, the witness said, she 
applied for and was approved for asylum in the United 
States. However, she said, her case was still pending at 
the time of the testimony as a medical examination and 
a cultural orientation remained. She said that she did 
not know what was preventing the asylum process from 
being completed. 

She further testified that after Yahya Jammeh was ousted, 
she returned to The Gambia. She said that she returned 
home because, “no matter how long a tree stump stays 
in the water, it never turns into a crocodile.” The witness 
described how she returned home with happiness, 
hoping she would get justice. However, soon after she 
returned she got into trouble again and she lost faith. 
The new government did not give her any assistance 
and so she had to start from scratch again. The Lead 
Counsel ended his questions and turned the floor over 
the Commissioners.

After Chairman Sise briefly described her allegations 
as explosive, Commissioner Kah asked the witness 
if Baba Jobe’s other children faced harassment from 
Yahya Jammeh’s regime. The witness responded in the 
affirmative, saying they were also evicted from their 
homes and stigmatised. 
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The witness described how Yahya Jammeh extracted the 
wealth and properties of Baba Jobe in exchange for Baba 
Jobe’s freedom, which was never granted. 

The witness said that the government of Adama Barrow 
had shown no empathy for Baba Jobe’s family. To this 
day, she said, they continue to move around the country, 
struggling to even rent property. The stigma, she said, 
was still with the family even after the removal of Yahya 
Jammeh. She said that sometimes they felt as if they 
were in a foreign land, but in reality, it was their own 
people and their own motherland that had inflicted so 
much pain on them. The witness went on to describe in 
great detail some of the recent struggles over property 
disputes between her family and the state. She said she 
was appealing to the government of Adama Barrow for 
the return of properties to Baba Jobe’s children so they 
could have shelter.

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Corruption
David Colley, Abdoulie Kujabi

Arbitrary detention (of Baba Jobe)
Yahya Jammeh, David Colley, Ousman Sonko
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the high protein diet that the cooks had to siphon 
ingredients from the general diet, leading to its 
deterioration.

Counsel Singhateh countered that inmates had 
testified before the TRRC that even the high protein 
diet was insufficient. She asked the witness if he 
would be satisfied eating only the high protein diet. 
He replied that at the time he worked there, the high 
protein diet was very good for prisoners. The Counsel 
asked her question again, to which he essentially 
said the high protein diet was good when compared 
to the standard food. 

He then observed that cooking for 
so many inmates was difficult, and 
that ultimately the amount of food 
given to the kitchens to prepare 
the food was inadequate. 
In a similar vein, the Counsel asked the witness if the 
inadequacy of the food was in any way linked to the 
alleged theft of ingredients that had been mentioned 
before the Commission. Ali Ceesay replied that he 
could not deny the allegations presented by other 
witnesses, but insisted that he had never seen the 
theft with his own eyes. After further probing by 
the Counsel, he acknowledged that he had heard 
rumours of the theft, but added that based on his 
experience it would be easier to steal the rations 
taken from Mile 2 Prison to Jeshwang than straight 
from the stores at Mile 2 Prison. After some back 
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TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 23rd June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Food in Mile 2 Prison; 
accusations of theft; the dead bull incident, torture of 
inmates; the witness’s trial and dismissal 

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Prison officer

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Prison officer from 
1989 to 2010, convicted of witness tampering in 2010 
alongside Ensa “Jesus” Badjie and dismissed

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Retired prison 
officer

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Ali Ceesay told the Commission that he was born in 
Badibou in June 1970, attended secondary school in 
Kerewan, and upon graduating in 1988, joined the prison 
service. In those days, he explained, there were between 
200 to 300 prisoners in the system, all of whom were 
either convicted or on remand. Prisoner complaints about 
the food were infrequent. The witness then outlined 
his career trajectory, from his rise to corporal in 1993, 
sergeant in 1997 and principal officer, PO in 1998. As 
a PO, he supervised the prisoners in the kitchen until 
he was again promoted to senior principal officer, SPO, 
in 2003, and moved to the disciplinary section. When 
he was promoted to assistant superintendent of prisons, 
ASP, the next year he was back in the kitchens. He became 
a superintendent in 2006, then chief superintendent in 
2008, and finally commissioner in 2010. He specified that 
in April and May of 2010, he assumed the role of acting 
commissioner of operations. After reciting his career 
history, the witness agreed with Counsel Singhateh that 
he was well acquainted with the Gambia Prison Service. 

The Counsel started her questioning by asking the witness 
about the food in the prisons. Ali Ceesay responded that 
the high protein diet was actually quite good, and that 
the problems were with the general diet. According to the 
witness, the high protein diet was given to prisoners who 
had a recommendation from a doctor, and was coveted 
among the inmates. Accordingly, he said, prisoners would 
lobby doctors for a recommendation for the high protein 
diet. The witness alleged that so many prisoners had 
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which resulted in the dismissal of David Colley in 
2007. He said he heard rumours that some inmates 
got sick and other died from consuming the meat, 
but that he could not point to anyone specifically as 
dying from the meal. 

Moving on, Counsel Singhateh asked the witness 
about the detainees at Mile 2 Prison. The witness 
described how armed escorts usually brought in 
detainees from the army in handcuffs. The civilians 
were brought in by both the National Intelligence 
Agency, NIA, and the army. Delving deeper, he said 
the military escorts were dressed in “black black 
uniforms” and were sometimes referred to as 
“Junglers.” After being admitted into the prison, 
detainees’ handcuffs were usually left on except 
when they were bathing. In general, he said, the 
prison officers did not remove the handcuffs unless 
ordered to. The detainees were usually kept in the 
maximum-security wing, which was overseen by 
various people at different times including Thomas 
Jarju, Lamin Faal, Ebrima Tiana, and even for a time, 
the witness himself.  

However, under further questioning, the witness 
described his role in the maximum-security wing as 
being more akin to an observer than a supervisor of 
detainees. One of his responsibilities, he said, was 
reporting on the health of inmates to David Colley 
through someone named “Jah Guide”. Following on 
this thread, the Counsel asked if detainees were 
regularly denied access to medical treatment. Ali 
Ceesay cited the case of Abdoulie Kujabi who was 
severely tortured then brought back to the prison. 
The witness said he called Wharf Kujabi100, a medic, 
to inspect Abdoulie Kujabi. When the medic saw him 
splayed out on the floor, he apparently broke down in 
tears. The witness said he later heard that the two 
men were somehow related. Abdoulie Kujabi’s status 
was reported up to David Colley, who then called 
someone at State House, who eventually authorised 
the detainees’ transport to the hospital. The witness 
confirmed that anything regarding the detainees had 
to be authorised by higher ups, usually at the State 
House.

and forth, the witness stated that if the ingredients were 
being stolen from the stores, it would have meant less 
food for the inmates. The Counsel pointed out that both 
prison officers and prisoners had testified about the theft, 
and that perhaps the reason no one was caught stealing 
was because there was no interest in investigating such 
allegations under the previous leadership.

Ali Ceesay then detailed for the Commission how such an 
allegations would have been investigated by the SPO and 
PO before being passed up to the chief officer and further 
to the operations office. When asked if these kinds of 
investigations were common, the witness described how 
Chief Officer Ndoye Darboe investigated a complaint 
about an officer taking money from an inmate, and 
ultimately the accused officer was demoted. 

Bringing the testimony back to the conditions at Mile 2 
Prison at the time, Counsel Singhateh asked the witness 
whether he was aware of deaths from beriberi in the 
prison. He replied that he tried to his best in his position, 
and gave a detailed explanation of the new dishes he 
tried to cook, but the Counsel pointed out that he was 
still using inferior ingredients. He said that while the 
supply did not change, he did try to change the way it 
was cooked, but ultimately the quality was unchanged. 
He testified that he wanted to bring in extra supplies to 
account for the high protein diet, but that he was told 
it was impossible, and thus they continued to divert 
ingredients from the general diet to the high protein one. 

Staying in the kitchen, Counsel Singhateh asked the 
witness about a particular day that the prisoners were 
given more meat than usual. Picking up on her clue, Ali 
Ceesay said the cow was brought in over a weekend 
when he was off-duty. However, he said he heard that 
David Colley had called a driver named Salif (either Salif 
Jammeh or Salif Jarju) at the prison and told him to pick 
up a dead cow from the airport. The witness said he 
heard that the bovine had been struck by a motor vehicle. 
The dead cow was brought to the prison and cooked for 
the inmates. Ali Ceesay recalled that an inmate named 
Musa Susso kept a diary of day-to-day events in the 
prison and wrote about the incident. According to what 
the witness heard, the diary entry was brought to the 
Inspector General, IG Ben99, who took it to the President, 

99The witness is likely referring to Benedict “Ben” Jammeh.
100According to online reports, the full name is Bakary Wharf Kujabi.
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card in Musa Susso’s cell. The contraband was taken 
to David Colley, who said Nuha Darboe should call 
the recruits to “take him behind and ask him where 
the sim card was”. The witness said the beating 
was ordered by David Colley and carried out by the 
recruits, who were the responsible of Nuha Darboe. 
The witness said he and Salifou Jarju were both 
present as Musa Susso was beaten. Musa Susso 
did not reveal the whereabouts of the sim card, but 
Salifou Jarju later returned to the place the inmate 
was tortured and found the small piece of plastic in 
the sand. Musa Susso was later taken to the police. 

When asked about maltreatment of prison officers, 
the witness related the story of his nephew, Sheikh 
Joof. According to what the witness remembered, 
during Aunty Rose’s tenure, the prison officers 
were told to write down their thoughts on the best 
way forward for the prisons. Sheikh Joof wrote that 
senior officers should have an office for them to sit 
in, which according to the witness led to two weeks 
in detention. The witness also related how prison 
officers accused of being responsible for prisoner 
escapes would also be detained. In some cases, if a 
prison officer believed they would be held responsible 
for an escapee, they themselves would also run away 
to avoid detention. The witness attested that officers 
were arbitrarily detained without charge in remand 
or confinement at the request of the director general. 
He specifically named Tamsir Jaw and Alfusainey 
Jammeh as two officers who were detained, although 
he believed that Alfusainey Jammeh was detained on 
executive orders. 

The Counsel then asked Ali Ceesay to describe the 
difficulty he ran into when he was acting commissioner 
of operations. The witness sat in silence, and after 
a small break to compose himself, he began slowly 
narrating his ordeal. At the time of his ordeal, he 
said, David Colley was the director general at the 
time, and Ensa Badjie, alias Jesus, was imprisoned 
at Mile 2 Prison. He narrated how one day he was 
in his office when Abdoulie Bojang, an officer at the 
security wing, told him that two inmates, Soriba 
Conde and Ensa Badjie, were regularly getting into 
heated arguments. The witness said that during a 
visit with the inmates, he warned Soriba Conde not 

Ali Ceesay further testified that it was 
common for detainees to be taken out 
at night, tortured, and brought back 
again. 
He specified that it was usually the NIA that would take 
the detainees away, and that they usually came with an 
escort from the military. The witness identified Omar 
Cham and Lamin Darboe among those who picked up 
detainees at night. He said he was personally told by 
a detainee named Pierre Mendy how he was taken 
away and mercilessly tortured with electric wires on his 
body. When Pierre Mendy was returned to Mile 2 Prison, 
the prisoners prepared warm water and massaged his 
severely injured back. When asked if the NIA had any 
legal mandate to subject detainees to this treatment, 
the witness responded “at that time there was no law. 
These people were just doing what they wanted or what 
they were ordered from the top.”

The Counsel asked the witness if he ever tried to resist 
when outside security services demanded the prison 
officers hand over a prisoner. He responded that despite 
knowing their actions were unlawful, resisting would risk 
their jobs, if not their lives. When the Counsel asked if 
they were operating under an atmosphere of fear, the 
witness replied “more than the word fear.” She then 
enquired about a prisoner named Kanyiba Kanyi. The 
witness said that he had been removed from the prison, 
and according to what he had heard, killed. He said he 
could not remember the people who came for Kanyiba 
Kanyi, but that their names should be recorded in the 
receipt books. However, upon further questioning, the 
witness acknowledged that while they could sometimes 
get the name of the senior-most person coming to pick 
up the prisoners at night, usually the night-time visitors 
would not even respond to basic questions. He stated 
that he never heard the authorities at Mile 2 Prison 
question why detainees were being brought in and out of 
the prison at such odd hours. 

Moving onto the maltreatment of prisoners and prison 
officers, Ali Ceesay narrated how he witnessed Musa 
Susso being tortured. According to what the witness 
understood, officers had found a phone without a sim 



159|

After the break, Counsel Singhateh again tried 
to make sense of the infighting the witness was 
describing. Ali Ceesay testified that when David 
Colley was dismissed in 2007, he was having issues 
with then Inspector General of Police, IGP Ben 
Jammeh. He clarified that after Ben Jammeh, the 
IGP position was filled by Ensa Badjie, followed by 
the present Minister Sonko101. After losing the IGP 
position, Ben Jammeh was transferred to the Drug 
Squad. Pa Harry Jammeh, who the witness heard 
was Ben Jammeh’s younger brother, was the Solicitor 
General in the Ministry of Justice. All these people, 
the witness testified in response to questioning, 
were from Kanilai or Sibanor.  After getting involved in 
the case, Ali Ceesay testified, he realised there were 
complicated tensions and infighting amongst these 
powerful figures.

The Counsel again cited the testimony of Soriba 
Conde, who told the Commission that he was told 
by the NIA to inform them of anyone who warned 
him against testifying against Ensa Badjie. The 
witness then revealed that he was later charged 
on three counts including threatening a witness 
and deceiving a witness – the witness being Soriba 
Conde. Ben Jammeh was later charged with 99 
counts, and both Pa Harry Jammeh and David Colley 
were also sentenced to Mile 2 Prison at later dates. 
The Counsel said this just showed how anyone who 
got close to Yahya Jammeh would eventually “end 
up in his 5-star hotel.” The witness agreed, saying 
that “these people were just there boxing each other,” 
and he was a victim of their infighting. He said there 
was no substance in the charges levied against him. 
When he started to express his frustration, he was 
overcome with emotion, at which point he Counsel 
offered to help him through the rest of his testimony.

Reading from his statement, the Counsel said that 
the witness’ case was a result of infighting between 
Ensa Badjie, Ben Jammeh, and David Colley. 
During the first trial, she continued, Borry Touray 
represented the witness. The witness clarified that 
Yahya Jarju had asked Borry Touray to serve this role. 
Nonetheless, he was convicted of the three offences 
and either fined 30,000 dalasi or sentenced to three 

to offend the other prisoners. When Soriba Conde asked 
who he had offended, the witness threatened to have 
him put under seal if he heard he was offending anyone. 
Soriba Conde apparently responded by chanting back 
“seal me!” as the witness left the room.

A week later, the witness continued, he got a call from 
someone with the surname Manga who said the NIA 
wanted to see him. Omar Cham, who he recognised as 
someone who came to the prison frequently, also told 
him he was wanted, at which point the witness informed 
David Colley and then went to the NIA office. Upon arrival 
he was told to hand over his mobiles and his talismans.  
He was then taken upstairs into a room with a panel of 
two to three people, including Mballow Jobe and Omar 
Cham. Omar Cham told the witness they had information 
that he was threatening people in prison. The witness 
denied the allegations, saying he had addressed Soriba 
Conde but then left him there. He was then asked to write 
his name, village, where he went to school, ethnicity, and 
his description of what happened.

At this point the Counsel interrupted and asked what the 
point was of writing down his ethnicity. The witness said 
initially he did not know but he later found out it was 
believed that Ensa Badjie was the witness’ uncle, and 
therefore the witness was helping Ensa Badjie against 
other prisoners. The Counsel then asked about the role 
of Ben Jammeh, who the witness identified as the former 
IG and later head of the Drug Squad. Ali Ceesay relayed 
how he had heard that Ensa Badjie had undermined Ben 
Jammeh until he was dismissed. David Colley apparently 
also had an issue with Ben Jammeh. The NIA, he said, 
had been called to investigate the matter. 

Counsel Singhateh pointed out that during Soriba 
Conde’s testimony, he had claimed that he was told to 
falsely accuse Ensa Badjie during his court case. The 
witness pointed out that he and Ensa Badjie were actually 
charged together in one of the cases. 

What really hurt him, he testified, was 
that he was shown on TV with other 
criminals despite never having done 
anything wrong. 

101Likely a reference to Yankuba Sonko, who served as IGP from 2010 – 2014, and 2015 - 2017 and is, at the time 
of publishing, Minister of Interior. 
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Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Torture (of Musa Susso)

David Colley, Nuha Darboe

Present during torture (of Musa Susso)

Ali Ceesay (the witness), Salifou Jarju

years in prison. The witness told the Commission that 
he refused to pay the money, saying he would appeal 
his case from jail. Borry Touray advised him against this 
approach, saying that it might lead to even more hardship 
later down the road. Eventually one of the witness’ family 
members came forward to help pay the fine. 

After the case was finished the witness went to see David 
Colley, who said he would talk to the Minister. Nonetheless, 
the witness said he stopped receiving his salary in July 
of 2011. At first, he was authorised to take the 30,000 
dalasi from the welfare fund set up for prison officers, but 
soon after David Colley informed the witness that was not 
the purpose of the welfare fund and denied him access. 
Ever since he was convicted he was barred from working 
as a prison officer and has not set foot in the prisons. He 
revealed that he wrote to the ombudsman - with a copy 
of his charge sheet and newspaper clips from his trial - to 
complain that he was unlawfully dismissed, but did not 
receive a reply that they would look into his case until the 
Commission of Inquiry102 was set up. Counsel Singhateh 
then ended her questioning and turned the floor over to 
the Commissioners. 

With no questions from the Commissioners, Ali 
Ceesay began his concluding remarks by thanking the 
Commissioners, the Counsels, the press, and everyone 
watching his testimony. He decried tribalism in Gambian 
life, blaming it for destroying the fabric of the country. 
On the issue of the food in the prison, he explained he 
believed allowing prisoners families to send food could 
help remove some of the pressure on the kitchens and 
ensure that everyone gets the proper nutrition. He said 
that prison under the previous administration was more 
about punishment than rehabilitation. Contraband in 
the prisons, he continued, was a result of poor salaries 
for officers. He again thanked the Commissioners for 
how he was treated, and prayed for the truth to prevail. 
He advised future witnesses to tell the truth and avoid 
misleading the Commission, after which he ended his 
testimony.

102It is unclear if the witness was referring to the TRRC.
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After graduation, the witness continued, they had a 
one-month attachment, which consisted of stints at 
Mile 2 Prison and Jeshwang. The orders of who would 
go where were all verbal and the witness attested that 
he received no appointment letter. After spending a 
week at the juvenile wing in Jeshwang supervising 
inmates as they watered their gardens and played 
football, he spent another week in the adult wing 
under the supervision of Corporal Pa Saihou Njie. For 
the second half of his attachment, he worked at the 
Prison Headquarters opposite Mile 2 Prison, opening 
the gate for the director general and other senior 
officers. When the attachment was completed, the 
new officers were informed of their postings via a 
large board. He was posted to the prison farm.

Ebrima Njie revealed that while the farm was called 
the prison farm, everything that was cultivated there 
was taken to David Colley’s home. Through his 
testimony it emerged that the labourers on the farm 
were actually prison officers. Later on, he said he 
did not expect to spend his time as a prison officer 
essentially farming for David Colley. He estimated 
that during the eight to nine months they spent at 
the farm during and after the rainy season, they 
would bring in around 6 bags of groundnuts, 5 bags 
of maize, and far less millet because it was always 
destroyed by the cattle. The witness said there were 
about ten prison officers from his batch who went 
to work on farm. When they arrived, they met three 
other officers, and their supervisor, a chief officer 
with the surname Bojang. He said he was ordered 
by his superiors to work on the farm, and “the rule 
there is obey.” 

When asked directly by Counsel 
Jahateh, Ebrima Njie said that 
he considered this akin to forced 
labour. 
In response to further questioning, the witness 
explained that they worked most days from around 
8 am to 3 pm. They were provided neither food nor 
an allowance for transportation. Furthermore, the 
witness claimed that they were not given any special 

WITNESS NAME:  Ebrima NJIE

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 24th June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The prison farm; the witness’ 
detention at the NIA; general conditions at Mile 2 Prison 
and the corruption

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Farmer, Prison officer 
at Mile 2 Prison

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Prison officer at the 
prison farm, later detained incommunicado at the NIA for 
two months

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Farmer

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Ebrima Njie introduced himself to the Commission as a 
farmer from Yundum. He said he took up farming after 
completing secondary school in 2012. However, in 2014 
he heard that the prisons were recruiting and he applied. 
He explained that he joined because he wanted to 
serve his country. The witness said after submitting his 
documents, he enrolled in basic fitness training, which 
consisted of a medical check-up, and an examination 
assessing his skills and education. The nine-month 
training consisted of foot drills and arms drills. When 
Counsel Jahateh asked the witness if they also trained 
the prison officers on how to treat the prisoners, he 
initially replied that they were taught how to treat someone 
placed under their care. However, in response to further 
questioning, Ebrima Njie admitted they were not trained 
in human rights or the Prisons Act. 
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clutching his bread, he found that Kalilu Sanneh had 
also sent Edrissa Manga out to fetch some water. 
The Counsel clarified that while the witness was 
out of the room, Kalilu Sanneh was alone with the 
prisoner. She asked the witness if he had any idea 
what they discussed, but the witness was not privy to 
their conversation. 

Once the witness and Edrissa Manga returned to the 
room, Kalilu Sanneh pulled out a crate of Don Simon 
juice and told the two junior officers they could have 
it with their bread. In response to a question from 
the Counsel, the witness said the whole situation 
was abnormal but as Kalilu Sanneh was their chief 
officer, they did not think he would do anything bad or 
harmful to them. He sat with the two junior officers 
for a while, then said he was going back to Mile 2 
Prison. The witness explained that the juice box was 
closed, and they opened it and consumed it with the 
bread. However, “it was after eating that and drinking 
the Don Simon, it was after that time that we felt that 
something is not alright, that something is wrong. You 
feel being somewhat dizzy and your body is heavy. It 
was after that we all slept.”

It was not until a woman knocked on the door that 
Ebrima Njie and Edrissa Manga suddenly woke up 
to find the prisoner had disappeared. They saw the 
window was open and noticed that there was a pipe 
large enough for a person to walk on that led out of 
the room and through the window. He said he later 
learned that a lady in a nearby room said she saw 
a man come through their room, open the door, and 
run away. Seeing that the prisoner had disappeared, 
the witness continued, the two junior officers rushed 
downstairs in a frantic search for their charge. 

He told the Commission that he was 
panicked because he expected they 
would be detained and taken to the 
National Intelligence Agency, NIA.
Unsuccessful in their search for the prisoner, they 
called the gate lodge at Mile 2 Prison and reached 
Corporal Fofana. The corporal informed them that 

remuneration for their labour beyond their basic prison 
salary. Even a share of the harvest was denied. At the 
time, he lived in New Yundum and the farm was in Lamin, 
requiring a 10 dalasi trip each way. In addition to paying 
for lunch, this meant he was spending around 50 dalasi 
a day on food and transport. The Counsel then asked 
the witness about his salary, and after some basic 
calculations it emerged at the end of the month he would 
only have 300103 dalasi of his salary of 1500 left. Ebrima 
Njie said the system was unfair - “our expenditure is more 
than our salary”, he complained.  

After the end of the harvest, the witness continued, the 
officers at the farm were brought back to Mile 2 Prison 
for normal duties. For him, this consisted of guarding 
prisoners or escorting them to the hospital. The witness 
recalled that on 18th May 2016, he was on night duties 
when he was called by then Chief Officer Kalilu Sanneh. 
He apparently ordered the witness to go to the hospital to 
guard a prisoner on remand named Abdoulie Ceesay. The 
witness explained that at the time he understood that 
Abdoulie Ceesay was a former manager for Teranga FM 
and he had been imprisoned because he “had a problem 
with the President.”104

Kalilu Sanneh told the witness to wait at the hospital while 
they sent a senior officer to accompany him. Ebrima Njie 
collected his bag and caught a lift to the hospital. After 
a few minutes, another officer – Edrissa Manga, who the 
witness recognised from his training batch - arrived. The 
witness told the Commission he was surprised they sent 
another junior officer. At this point, the Counsel asked 
the witness why this was so strange, and the witness 
again repeated that he and Edrissa Manga had only 
served one year and some months in the prison service 
and thus were still quite new. He revealed this was to 
be his first time guarding a prisoner at the hospital – let 
alone a high-profile prisoner who had an issue with Yahya 
Jammeh. He said this was not normal procedure, which 
made him worried.

Nonetheless, the witness and Edrissa Manga took over 
the guarding duties around 10 pm from a senior officer. 
Around midnight, Chief Officer Kalilu Sanneh knocked 
on the door and came into the room. After exchanging 
greetings, the witness said he gave them 100 dalasi 
for bread for their dinner. When he returned to the room 

103Equivalent to around 7 USD in 2014.
104After being arrested, released and rearrested in July 2015, Abdoulie Ceesay was charged with sedition for 
sharing (with two people) a picture of then President Yahya Jammeh in August 2015. See Committee to Protect 
Journalists – Gambian journalist sentenced to two years in prison

https://cpj.org/2016/11/gambian-journalist-sentenced-to-two-years-in-priso/
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to be the weekend, he was planning on going to his 
home in Niumi after work. Yahya Jarju then ordered 
the officers who had escorted the witness to lock 
him up in the security wing while Edrissa Manga was 
returned to remand. Ebrima Njie speculated that the 
difference in treatment could be explained by the fact 
that Edrissa was Jola.

Moving on, the witness told the Commission that 
he was kept in confinement until being called to 
David Colley’s office around 2 pm. When they arrived 
in his office, the then director general was on the 
telephone. After his conversation, which the witness 
remembered as being in English, David Colley told 
the two junior officers to sit down in the parlour and 
wait for NIA officers who were on their way. 

The witness was picked up by an NIA officer named 
Goro Njie and taken to the NIA through the back 
door. He said his arrival was not registered and 
they were taken straight to the operations office. 
Their statements were taken by Sheikh Omar Jeng. 
They had yet to be charged with an offence, yet 
were detained in a big hallway along with a group 
of United Democratic Party, UDP, supporters. The 
witness specifically identified the nephew of “Lawyer 
Darboe106”, Masaneh Jawla, Dembo Darboe, and 
one man who used to be an officer with the NIA with 
the surname Faal. He said that in another room two 
other UDP supporters by the names of Nogoi Njie 
and Fatou Camara were also being detained, but he 
never saw them because they were in a locked room.  
Masaneh Jawla apparently told the witness that they 
had been detained for demonstrating. 

The witness said he could hear Nogoi 
Njie and Fatou Camara’s screams 
as they were being beaten.
At this point, Ebrima Njie testified, he was panicking 
because he expected he would receive the same 
treatment as the other detainees. He heard that 
his family tried to visit, but were prevented from 
seeing him. He agreed this meant he was detained 
incommunicado. He explained that while working at 

he would tell Chief Officer Kalilu Sanneh, who promptly 
arrived on the scene. According to the witness, the then 
chief officer arrived ten minutes after the call. He agreed 
that the speed of his arrival made it appear as if he was 
expecting the call. When he arrived, he joined the search, 
but according to the witness, he did not seem particularly 
surprised about the escape. After searching futilely for a 
few more hours, the witness and Edrissa Manga decided 
to walk back to Mile 2 Prison, expecting to run into prison 
officers sent to arrest them for the escape. 

According to Ebrima Njie, they were intercepted around 
Gambia High School by officers led by Chief Officer Kalilu 
Sanneh, who promptly arrested them. They were put in 
handcuffs and taken to Jeshwang. They were kept at 
Jeshwang until around 6 am, when they were taken by 
the same group of prison officers to Mile 2 Prison. Upon 
arrival they went to the SO’s office where they were forced 
to give up their berets, their shirts, their “combat”105, 
their belts and their mobile phones. They also took the 
bag the witness had with him that he had taken to the 
hospital the previous evening. After being stripped of 
their possessions, the witness and his colleague were 
taken to the remand wing. 

After two hours in the remand wing, a group of officers 
arrived and took the witness and his colleague to the 
office of then Deputy Director Yahya Jarju. They were 
met in the office by a number of senior officers speaking 
amongst one another in Jola. They addressed him in Jola, 
but he told them he did not speak that language. The 
Counsel probed further and the witness testified that 
Jolas were quite numerous among the prison officers, and 
that in many cases Jola was the main language used for 
communication. When asked if tribalism was a problem 
in the prison, the witness responded that he noted that 
Jola speakers were promoted faster than others. People 
would even be asked explicitly about their ethnicity when 
considered for certain posts. The witness confirmed that 
then Director General David Colley, Deputy Director Yahya 
Jarju and half of the senior officers were Jola, which he 
found intimidating.

According to the witness, the senior officers in the room 
asked him why he was carrying the bag with him to the 
hospital. The witness responded that as it was about 

105We assume he was referring to their boots.
106A common reference to Ousainou Darboe, the founder and leader of the UDP.
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was tight and very hot. There were so many people, 
he said, that they had to sleep on their side to fit 
everyone. The cell was locked from 5 pm until 8 am 
in the morning. At night they had a chamber pot in 
the cell. The rooms had small windows, which did not 
allow airflow. He said they were often locked in cells 
with people with mental illness, which the witness 
found threatening. The food was so poor, he said, 
that even a dog would not eat it. Furthermore the 
food was so bad that many people got ill. Specifically, 
he said, the pap was known to cause beriberi.

The Counsel then told the witness the Commission 
had heard a number of accusations of corruption 
against the prison director at the time. 

The witness said the corruption 
was “blatant,” citing how whenever 
a bull or cow was slaughtered in the 
kitchen, a share would be taken out 
for David Colley. 
When asked about his womanising, Ebrima Njie 
responded that the then Director General would 
charge or transfer a male prison officer just for 
speaking, or standing next to, a female officer. He 
also told the story of two officers, who after marrying 
each other, were promptly dismissed. The witness 
said he did not believe marriage between officers 
was against the laws of the prison.

The witness told the Commission he faced a number 
of challenges going from working in a place to being 
imprisoned there. Since his detention, he said, he 
has not received a dismissal letter and his salary 
was totally blocked. He even went to the ombudsmen 
but the effort was in vain. The Counsel then clarified 
that this meant that in addition to never having an 
appointment letter, the witness also never had a 
dismissal letter. The witness added that during this 
period his father fell ill and passed away. 

Moving back to the escape of Abdoulie Ceesay, the 
witness said that while he was in the remand wing 
he heard that Chief Officer Kalilu Sanneh had been 

Mile 2 Prison he heard that the NIA would take people 
from Mile 2 Prison, torture them outside the prison, 
and bring them back. He specifically mentioned this 
happening to a soldier named Modou Njie. 

After a day in the big cell, he continued, he was taken to a 
small dark cell full of mosquitos and urine where he was 
handcuffed to the door of the cell. He could not sit down, 
sleep, or even protect himself from mosquitos. He was 
kept in that cell for hours before being moved to slightly 
better conditions. 

Overall, he spent two months and three 
days detained at the NIA.
The witness further stated that later in his detention, 
he was joined by private Lamin Touray, a Lebanese man 
named Muhammed, and another man with the surname 
Jallow. Anabi Jammeh was also briefly detained with the 
witness, but later taken back to Mile 2 Prison. According 
to the witness’recollection, Lamin Touray was accused 
of bringing matches into Mile 2 Prison, whilst Jallow and 
Anabi Jammeh were detained in relation to an issue 
with a phone. When asked if any of the inmates were 
maltreated, the witness responded that he heard that 
Jallow was beaten at Mile 2 Prison by Malang Tamba 
and private Alagie Makalo. He added that both were 
mentioned at the TRRC in relation to torture, which as 
consistent with that he had told the Commission about 
Jallow.

When asked if he knew what the Prisons Act stipulated 
regarding prison officers who commit offences, the 
witness responded that he did not, “as for the law, even 
our instructors, I do not think they have learnt anything 
about the law.” He then correctly pointed out that prison 
officers accused of an offence should be detained in the 
remand wing. He characterised what happened to him, 
and the general maltreatment of the officers as unfair, at 
which point the Counsel added that beyond unfair, it was 
downright unlawful. The witness agreed. 

After two months and three days in detention, Ebrima Njie 
continued, they were charged and taken to court. During 
the nine-month trial, he was moved to the remand wing, 
before finally being acquitted and discharged. Asked to 
describe the remand wing, he explained that the place 
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Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Consumption by fraudulent means/food poisoning 
Kalilu Sanneh

Arbitrary arrest and detention (of Ebrima Njie and 
Edrissa Manga)

Goro Njie, Sheikh Omar Jeng

Assault (of Jallow)

Malang Tamba, Alagie Makalo

Corruption (theft of prison food)

David Colley

bribed into helping the inmate escape. Apparently, he 
got the information from a prisoner in the yard, who sent 
a prison officer to tell them of the bribery. The witness 
then confirmed the name of the prison officer, which was 
confidential, and the Counsel ended her questioning.

Commissioner Bishop Odico then pointed out that it was 
very strange that the witness was never given a letter 
of employment, and then was sent to work farming. He 
asked what uniform the witness wore to work, to which 
he responded civilian clothes because he knew he would 
be farming all day. 

The Deputy Chair then clarified that at the prison farm it 
was actually the officers who did the sowing, cultivation 
and harvesting. When asked whether he questioned this 
setup, the witness responded that when he arrived he 
just followed the orders of the senior man station there. 
He said when he was taken to the NIA, he had a pair of 
trousers and a shirt. 

In response to a question from Commissioner Kah, the 
witness said that he received the information about 
Kalilu Sanneh being bribed while he was in court. He 
passed the information to his lawyer, but not to the 
senior officers in the prison and cannot speak to whether 
they knew about it or not. After his ordeal, he returned to 
farming in the rainy season and looking for masonry jobs 
in the dry seasons. 

In his concluding remarks, the witness extended his thanks 
and praise to the Commission, and all the Gambians 
listening and watching. He appealed for assistance 
to help pay for the lawyer who had represented him in 
court, to whom he still owed money. He then thanked his 
family for showing up in court and standing by him. He 
also expressed gratitude to the UDP supporters he was 
detained alongside, who he said always shared their food 
with him. After another round of thank yous, he ended his 
testimony.  
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said he has a home there, but added that it was just 
his mother that was from the village. 

Moving on, Abdou Jammeh told the Commission that 
the quality of the food in the prisons was very poor. 
He initially testified that is was not until he himself 
was arrested and detained that he realised how 
bad the food truly was. The same was true for his 
knowledge of the physical conditions of the prison, 
which he called inhuman. He described how the cells 
had a horrible odour that derived from people eating 
and using the toilet in the same space. 

“You cannot place a human being in 
those cells”, he said.
When the Lead Counsel asked the witness if he 
was aware of how bad the situation was before 
he was detained, Abdou Jammeh responded that 
prison officers did not know the full extent of the 
problems regarding the food and shelter. On the 
issue of overcrowding, he said he had heard about 
the problem, and confirmed that it was so bad that 
prisoners sometimes slept in the toilets. However, 
when it came to prison officers stealing meat from 
the kitchens, he claimed he had never witnessed it 
and only heard about it at the TRRC. He also added 
that he was working in the training school, which 
might explain why he was not aware of this particular 
contention. 

Abdou Jammeh, responding to a direct question from 
the Lead Counsel, affirmed that he had personally 
witnessed torture take place in the prison. The 

WITNESS NAME: Abdou “Anabi” JAMMEH

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 24th June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The torture of inmates at Mile 
2 Prison; the witness’ arbitrary arrest and detention; the 
leadership of David Colley; the management of the prison 
farms

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Officer in the 
Gambian Prison Service

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Officer in the Gambian 
Prison Service, arbitrarily arrested and detained and 
subject to enforced disappearance for 9 months

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Officer in the 
Gambian Prison Service

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Abdou Jammeh began his testimony by explaining he 
was born in the village of Kanilai in 1974 and shared a 
birthplace as well as clan with former President Yahya 
Jammeh. Upon probing from the Lead Counsel, he 
divulged that his family was one of the first “Jammehs” 
in Kanilai, and that his grandfather, Jay Jow was a bone 
healer. According to the witness, the art of healing bones 
is passed down through the family and he himself still 
performs the craft at home, at Mile 2 Prison, and at the 
Royal Victoria Teaching Hospital, RVTH, and plans on 
teaching the skill to his children. He affirmed that he 
heard that Yahya Jammeh also practiced the healing of 
bones.

After attending primary school in Kanilai and secondary 
school in Bwiam, the witness took up farming for a while 
before moving to Serrekunda to search for contracts in 
masonry. In 1998, he applied and was selected to be 
a prison officer. After 5 months of training, in which the 
witness said he excelled, he spent two weeks working 
in Mile 2 Prison before being sent to the training school 
to teach new recruits. He bounced around between 
the training school, Mile 2, Jeshwang, and Janjanbureh 
prisons. He was promoted to corporal in 2004, sergeant 
in 2007, and principal officer, PO, in 2012 – however 
he was demoted later that same year by then Director 
General of Gambia Prison Service David Colley. When 
asked if David Colley also came from Kanilai, the witness 
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the prison. When asked to provide more details, he 
responded that the prison officers claimed they found 
a mobile, which was contraband, but that he himself 
never actually saw the phone in question, and that 
the phone mysteriously disappeared in the course 
of the investigation. The witness confirmed that he 
was accused of stealing the phone after it was found, 
which is why he was called into the investigation. 

According to the witness, when he arrived behind 
David Colley’s office, he saw Ebrima Jammeh order 
the recruits to put the prisoner Omar Jallow on a 
table. Yahya Jarju, the most senior person at the 
scene, apparently told the recruits to stop, “but 
that time Ebrima Jammeh was more powerful than 
him.” The recruits complied. When asked to explain 
this statement, the witness said that David Colley 
trusted Ebrima Jammeh more than Yahya Jarju, and 
therefore Yahya Jarju was afraid to do anything to 
stop the interrogation because otherwise Ebrima 
Jammeh would report it to David Colley directly. This 
was not the only occasion in which Ebrima Jammeh’s 
connection to the then director general trumped the 
rank of other prison officers. “David Colley does not 
want anyone who speaks the truth,” he said. “That’s 
why Yahya Jarju was a ceremonial deputy.”

The witness recalled that that day behind David 
Colley’s office, Ebrima Jammeh was giving orders to 
Sanna Kujabi, Adama Badjie and the recruits. 

Once the prisoner was put on the 
table, Ebrima Jammeh commenced 
the torture with black hosepipes, 
followed by Sanna Kujabi and Adama 
Badjie. 
The witness described the beatings as “merciless” 
and said he could not count the number of strokes 
Omar Jallow and the other inmates endured, but 
estimated it was around 50 each. Over four separate 
sessions that afternoon, Omar Jallow was beaten on 
the back, buttock and legs. However, according to the 
witness, Omar Jallow told the then Deputy Director 
General Yahya Jarju that the witness was innocent of 

witness narrated how one day he was called to a place 
behind David Colley’s office at headquarters. When he 
arrived, he found then Deputy Director General Yahya 
Jarju107 and then Chief Superintendent Ebrima Jammeh, 
who he said was also known as “Royal Family” and 
“Chief Torturer.” They were joined by ASP Adama Badjie, 
PO Lamin Jabang, PO Lamin Fadera, Sergeant Sanna 
Kujabi and some recruits. The witness testified that 
he believes that Yahya Jarju - who was the most senior 
among the men assembled, but who also had a tenuous 
relationship with David Colley - had been sent there to 
implicate him in wrongdoing. In addition to the prison 
officers, he also saw Soriba Conde, Lamin Jah, Omar 
Jallow, Derrick Bright, Modou Sonko, Amadou Saidy, 
Makodou and a man named Stanley108 from Nigeria, all 
of whom were prisoners. 

The witness identified Ebrima Jammeh as the officer 
giving orders. He described how he looked Ebrima 
Jammeh in the eye, to which the “Chief Torturer” slunk 
his head and appeared stressed. They were all outside, 
but the window in David Colley’s office only three meters 
away was open, making the then director general a party 
– in Abdou Jammeh’s view - to what was taking place. 
When pressed on this point, the witness said he also 
drew this conclusion based on his understanding that 
it had been David Colley who had selected the prison 
officers to go and bring out the prisoners. 

Furthermore, he attested that David 
Colley was communicating with those 
carrying out the beating, and must 
have given them the order to do so. 
After the lunch break, Abdou Jammeh explained his belief 
that the prison officers had beaten the prisoners behind 
David Colley’s office to extract a confession regarding a 
mobile phone that implicated him in wrongdoing. The Lead 
Counsel began to grow frustrated, telling the witness that 
the Commission wanted to hear about the larger story, 
not just his particular claim that he was innocent of the 
charges that were later brought against him. 

After some back and forth, the witness said that the 
beatings were part of an investigation into a mobile 
phone, which prison officers had allegedly discovered 

107Also sometimes referred to as Yahya P Jarju.
108Likely a reference to Stanley Agbaeze. See - Rule of Law and the Death Penalty in The Gambia.

https://www.premiumtimesng.com/opinion/142092-the-rule-of-law-constitutional-reform-and-the-death-penalty-in-the-gambia-by-andrew-novak.html
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(and the officers, if they were trained by a competent 
officer, also would have known) it is unlawful to apply 
corporal punishment to a death row inmate. Makodou 
and Soriba Conde were also beaten by the officers. 

The Lead Counsel brought up the fact that Ebrima 
Jammeh had recently testified that he had only 
beaten two people. “That was a lie,” Abdou Jammeh 
responded, “he was not speaking the truth.” When 
asked why Ebrima Jammeh was given the name 
“Chief Torturer”, the witness responded that “a bad 
person deserves a bad name.”

When asked point blank if the prisoners implicated 
him during the investigation, the witness replied 
“when they were beaten, all of sudden they changed 
to say it wasn’t the truth” then Yahya Jarju asked 
him to return to his duties. After the prisoners were 
beaten, the witness followed Yahya Jarju’s orders to 
return to his duties at the security wing. That evening 
after the prisoners had been returned to their cells, 
he saw a delegation consisting of then Deputy 
Director Thomas Jarju, then Commissioner Momodou 
Jarju, then Commissioner Kebba Ceesay (also officer 
in charge of the security wing), Chief Officer Kalilu 
Sanneh, PO Lamin Jabang, and Wally Corr come into 
the security wing. 

Thomas Jarju proceeded to call the witness over and 
inform him in Jola that an order had come from David 
Colley that he was to be detained. The witness, 
responding in English, asked why and accused him 
and David Colley of not knowing the law. He said that 
he pointed out that Yahya Jarju had cast doubt on 
the prisoner’s forced confession. He appealed to 
their shared hometown of Kanilai, and reminded him 
that his family had welcomed Thomas Jarju’s to the 
village in the past, making them brothers. He refused 
to be detained and asked the then deputy director to 
go back and speak with David Colley. 

However, his pleas fell on deaf ears, and Thomas 
Jarju said that if he did not detain the witness, 
Kebba Ceesay would be detained in his stead. After 
a 40-minute discussion with Kebba Ceesay, Abdou 
Jammeh told the Commission, he agreed to comply 
with the detention order, which he nevertheless 

stealing the phone. He also clarified that the questions 
were asked of the inmates after they had been tortured. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to confirm that 
Ebrima Jammeh participated in the beatings, to which 
the witness insisted that Ebrima Jammeh struck the first 
blows. When asked how he would respond to Ebrima 
Jammeh saying he did not participate, the witness said 
that the “Chief Torturer” would be lying. 

Once they were done with Omar Jallow, Lamin Jah was 
put on the table and Ebrima Jammeh again commenced 
the torture, followed by his subordinates. “He does that 
to show to his juniors that if you won’t do it, I’ll be the first 
to demonstrate,” the witness said. Lamin Jah endured 
three rounds of torture in the witness’ presence. Again, 
he insisted that after the beating, Lamin Jah said that 
he (the witness) was not involved in the phone theft and 
that they had only mentioned his name because of the 
torture. After the officers beat Lamin Jah for a third time, 
Yahya Jarju ordered the witness to return to his work. 

The whole time, the witness said, 
David Colley was sitting at his window 
watching the tortures take place. 
In addition to the physical attacks, Abdou Jammeh 
continued, a hole was dug nearby and the prisoners were 
threatened with death if they did not speak the truth. 
Specifically, he alleged that the prison officers were 
waving around a piece of paper they called “Vision 2016” 
as they ordered the prisoners to implicate the witness 
or else be beaten to death. “If not for that, I believe the 
prisoners would not have called my name,” the witness 
added, “because they know the type of person I am.”

The witness said that Derrick Bright was also beaten 
seriously over two sessions that afternoon by the same 
group led by Ebrima Jammeh. When asked again about the 
participation of Ebrima Jammeh, the witness maintained 
that he was the ringleader and was training the recruits 
on how to abuse the prisoners. The officers also beat 
Stanley from Nigeria, followed by Modou Sonko, who was 
a prisoner on death row. The witness said Modou Sonko 
was beaten so seriously that he could not stand up. 
In response to the Lead Counsel, he affirmed he knew 
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the court system came to his window and informed 
him about the legal proceedings in his name. They 
told him that David Colley had failed to appear in 
court and the state was saying he was being held at 
the NIA. The witness said he saw David Colley once 
in prison when he came to walk around the security 
wing, but that they did not interact. He believed that 
David Colley regretted putting him in prison and did 
not know how to release him. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness how he 
was eventually released. Abdou Jammeh said he had 
hoped that once then Minister of Interior Ousman 
Sonko heard about his case, he would be released. 
He described how at a ceremony for recruits in 
MacCarthy Square that was broadcast on television, 
David Colley insulted him and his family and said 
their court case would come to nothing. He heard 
that Ousman Sonko later told David Colley to stay 
silent on the witness’ issue, but he did not press for 
his release. 

He further testified that during a “sister service” tour 
of the prison, M.A. Bah was told about prison officers 
who had been detained in the security wing by David 
Colley. Soon afterwards Ebrima Jammeh and handful 
of other officers took him, PO Faye Camara, Lamin 
Bojang, Corporal Lamin Ceesay, Yankuba Jammeh, 
Ensa D.K Ceesay, and Momodou Musa Jeng – all of 
whom were prison officers who had been detained – 
out of their cells. They were marched to headquarters 
where they were told they would be released after a 
discussion with David Colley and the senior officers. 

At the charge office, Karafa Tamba pressed the 
witness to change his official statement, and warned 
if he did not he would be returned to the security wing. 
The witness refused, and told Karafa Tamba to go 
back and discuss with David Colley. Ebrima Jammeh 
then entered the room and also began pressuring 
the witness to change his statement. The witness 
responded that he had already suffered significantly 
and was ready to endure whatever punishment they 
had in mind, but would not change his statement.  
Ebrima Jammeh exited the room, leaving the witness 
along with Karafa Tamba. 

characterised as being divorced from the law. However, 
he insisted that the then commissioner only formally 
charged him the next day, as at this point he had not 
been charged with an offence nor even told of the offence 
he was accused of committing beyond it being connected 
to the issue of the missing mobile phone. 

He added that he was then marched to block one of the 
security wing by Deputy Director Thomas Jarju, Kebba 
Ceesay, Chief Officer Kalilu Sanneh, PO Lamin Jabang and 
Wally Corr. When they arrived at the cell, Thomas Jarju 
asked him to take off his talismans, beret and identifying 
insignia. All he was left with was his shirt and trousers. 
He confirmed that it is unlawful to detain a prison officer 
in the security wing, and suggested that it was done out 
of fear of David Colley.

Abdou Jammeh told the Commission 
that he was detained for around nine 
months. 
Five months into his detention, he said, he was taken to 
the National Intelligence Agency, NIA. However, the agents 
there told him that he was innocent and returned him to 
Mile 2 Prison. Over the next few weeks, he was shuttled 
back and forth between the NIA and Mile 2 Prison, with 
the NIA continuing to insist he had done nothing wrong. 
According to the witness, they told him that as David 
Colley was the one who had arrested and detained him, 
he was the only one who could free him. 

The witness further stated that the authorities never 
informed his family about his detention. David Colley 
had issued an order that if anyone told the witness’ 
family about his whereabouts, that person would join the 
witness in the cell. Therefore, when his wife called the 
prison to ask about his whereabouts, his subordinate 
told her that he was away on a mission as to avoid the 
witness’ fate.

A few months after he disappeared, the witness’ family 
hired a lawyer named Moses Richards to bring a suit 
against David Colley at the high court. The witness 
insinuated that he was unaware of this development 
until other prisoners at Mile 2 Prison who were also in 
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in law started crying. They brought him a new change 
of clothes, so the witness took a bath and put on the 
fresh clothes, throwing his old uniform into the river.

Upon further questioning from the Lead Counsel, 
the witness confirmed that he was not given another 
change of clothes during his detention, nor was he 
allowed to see the lawyer who had been engaged on 
his behalf. 

His wife, who came to the prison 
several times, was never allowed to 
see him either. 
His brother, a soldier in the military, came to negotiate 
with David Colley to at least have him charged, but 
these efforts also came to naught. He agreed with 
the Lead Counsel’s characterisation that he was 
effectively disappeared for nine months. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to describe 
the food in the security wing. The witness said that 
prisoners brought him food, which he occasionally ate. 
Otherwise, he had remnants from the breakfasts that 
prison officers would bring into the prison. However, 
even this was risky because if prison officers were 
caught smuggling food to detainees they would be in 
trouble with David Colley. The witness also revealed 
that he had ulcers and that every time after he ate 
prison food he would vomit. He told the Commission 
he got used to it out of the necessity of eating at 
least a little food every day. He also said he was 
never allowed out into the yard. 

Abdou Jammeh testified that what happened to him 
was neither humane nor fair. When the Lead Counsel 
pointed out that this was the same treatment that 
the witness and his colleagues were giving to other 
prisoners, the witness agreed, saying it all never 
should have happened. He also defended himself 
as a good officer who respected the rights of the 
prisoners. When the Lead Counsel continued to 
press him about continuing to work in a system 
he had just described as inhuman, the witness 
responded that working at the prison was a difficult 
job, but that he still had faith in god and was not 

Upon further reflection, the witness believes that the 
prison officers were bullying him to change his statement 
because David Colley was afraid of the lawsuit his family 
had filed at the high court. After more back and forth, the 
witness told the Commission that he saw Karafa Tamba 
pull out a corrector and erase the witness’ signature 
under the words “not guilty” on his statement. 

Karafa Tamba then took out a pen, 
and wrote guilty. The witness said he 
believes that Karafa Tamba changed 
his statement to “guilty” because he 
wanted to favour David Colley.
After the forgery, the witness was then taken to David 
Colley’s office, where he found the then director general 
writing. David Colley then looked up at the witness, and 
then told the senior officers in the room that the witness 
was a foreigner and that he should have been killed 
by the rebels109. He proceeded to threaten the witness 
with demotion and death. The witness testified that he 
wanted to rebut David Colley’s insults, but one of the 
commissioners silently shook his head at him when he 
was about to speak up. David Colley then proceeded to 
demote the witness on the spot.

After his demotion, Abdou Jammeh continued, he was 
asked to sit outside the office while the other prison 
officers were similarly harangued by David Colley. At least 
one was demoted and two others were levied fines of 
1000 dalasi each. Afterwards, the witness and the other 
formerly detained prison officers were taken to the NIA 
where they were paraded into the conference hall and 
encouraged to return to their jobs as prison officers. They 
were then brought back to the prison, where they were 
offered rides home. The witness refused to get in their 
car, and instead had someone call his family to tell them 
to pick him up. 

It was the first time they had heard 
from him in nine months. 
When his wife’s brother pulled up in a taxi and saw the 
state of his trousers and shirt – the same ones he had 
been wearing when he had been arrested – his brother 

109Likely a reference to the rebellion launched by the Mouvement des Forces Démocratiques 
de Casamance, MFDC, in the neighbouring Casamance region of Senegal.
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The Lead Counsel then moved the testimony onto 
the issue of the prison farm. The witness explained 
that he would often to go the farm around Banjul with 
the recruits where they grew groundnuts, maize, and 
beans. The harvest, he testified, would be taken to 
David Colley’s office at the headquarters, but from 
there he did not know what happened to it. Upon 
further questioning, he repeated that he did not know 
where the produce went, but added that during David 
Colley’s tenure it was not taken to the prison for the 
officers or the inmates. 

Returning to the issue of David Colley’s character, the 
witness said that he has never met anyone as wicked 
as the former director general. He also alleged that 
David Colley used to say that he was a pagan and had 
no path to follow, meaning he was afraid of nothing. 
When asked about his relationship with Yahya 
Jammeh, the witness said that David Colley would 
“go to the big man and lie.” He then told a tangential 
story about how then Deputy Director Thomas Jarju, 
who he insinuated was also close to Yahya Jammeh, 
was part of a plot to have him dismissed. The plot 
apparently centred on allegations that the witness’ 
brother was seen skulking around the prison farm 
in Janjanbureh. According to the witness, the case 
dried up potentially because of intervention from the 
President at the time.

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to 
compare the tenure of David Colley with the female 
prison director general110. Abdou Jammeh said that 
the difference between the two was like “heaven and 
hell.” 

He remembered her as a fair leader 
and someone who fought for the 
rights of prison officers as well as 
the prisoners. 
Comparing her and David Colley was impossible, he 
said. He repeated his allegation that David Colley 
was not a true Muslim.

discouraged because he knew that what happened to 
him was not due process. The Lead Counsel continued 
to press him on this point, but he maintained that as a 
prison officer he did not participate in abuses and had a 
unique understanding of the prison as both an officer and 
former detainee.

After his release from prison, he was transferred to 
Jeshwang Prison and told to return to work immediately. 
He added that however, he had not been allowed to visit 
the hospital while he had been detained. 

By time of his release, he was regularly 
vomiting blood. 
When he told the commander at Jeshwang that he was 
sick and would not be able to report to work right away, 
he was told that if he failed to show up he would be 
dismissed. When he still did not report for duty, the 
then Director General of the NIA, Yankuba Badjie called 
the witness’ younger brother who served with the State 
Guard, to enquire about his whereabouts. The witness 
later said he believed Yankuba Badjie had been asked to 
make the call by David Colley. He eventually returned to 
work after two to three weeks. 

Moving on, the witness described David Colley as running 
the prisons like a “family business.” He testified that 
Ebrima Jammeh’s nickname “Royal Family” and generally 
pompous attitude was derived from David Colley. Indeed, 
instead of Director Colley, he attested, people in the 
prison would refer to the then director general as “Mansa 
Colley,” because “whatever he likes, whether the senior 
officers accepted or not, he’d do it.” Prison officers lived 
in fear of their leader to the point where family members 
of officers would call the prison to ask if their loved one 
would be returning home that night. Many officers went 
on voluntary retirement to avoid working under David 
Colley any further. The witness agreed that David Colley 
ruled the prison as his personal fiefdom, and added 
that he would even brag that after his tenure as director 
general, he would still be able to command the officers. 
He explained that David Colley claimed his authority 
based on his closeness with his boss, then Minister of 
Interior Ousman Sonko, who the witness alleged was fully 
aware of how David Colley ran the prison.

110The Lead Counsel failed to refer to the person’s name. We believe he was referring to Rose Riley Klu, known 
affectionately as Aunty Rose.
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the lack of humanity in the prisons. Abdou Jammeh 
responded that the prison officers were divided 
amongst one another. David Colley, he said, recruited 
junior officers to give him information and the senior 
officers were all afraid of the power he wielded. “If 
any of them was to speak the truth to David, he’ll 
transfer you or create big problems.”

In response to a question from Commissioner Kah, 
the witness divulged that throughout his whole 
ordeal his salary was paid to his account. However, 
once he was released he learned that his wife had 
accumulated significant debts going to marabouts to 
try to find him and thus his salary went to paying 
those debts. When asked about the training school 
he worked at, the witness responded that they 
instilled a sense of discipline and taught recruits 
about the law and told them not to abuse prisoners. 
The witness insisted that officers like Ebrima Jammeh 
did not know anything about the school, and that 
using recruits to participate in abuses went against 
the school’s training. 

Commissioner Imam Sey then asked about his 
involvement in the phone incident. The witness again 
disputed that the phone even existed and again 
insisted he was the victim of a larger plot. 

Abdou Jammeh then began his long-winded final 
remarks by thanking everyone for listening to him. 
He told the Commission that after his mother died 
in November 2016, his wife’s illness became worse. 

He said he believed that her illness 
was exacerbated by the trial at the 
high court and the general trauma 
of his disappearance. 
After being released he took her to a number of 
hospitals seeking treatment, but she never got better 
for too long. In her last weeks he looked after her, 
giving her massages to help her sleep. She passed 
away around five months after his mother.

Returning to his own detention, he again insisted that 
he should have been charged. He appealed to the 

The Lead Counsel then ended his testimony and turned 
the questioning over to the Commissioners. Chairman 
Sise expressed his outrage at the contents of the recent 
testimonies about the prison system. 

He despaired that everyone who had 
appeared before the Commission said 
that God made them do it and then 
asked for God’s forgiveness, without 
taking any individual responsibility. 
He again repeated that these kinds of 
violations should never be allowed to 
occur in The Gambia again. 
In response to questions from Commissioner Bishop 
Odico, the witness repeated that there was one prison 
farm and that the produce was not given to the prisoners. 
He agreed with Bishop Odico’s suggestion that this 
contributed to the poor diet in the prison, and said that it 
was part of the culture of the job for the prison officers to 
join the prisoners working in the fields. 

Commissioner Kinteh then reminisced about his days at 
Armitage High School where he remembered the prison 
farms and rice paddies being along the riverside. He 
asked if the prison farms associated with Jeshwang and 
Janjanbureh were also looted like the prison farm at Mile 
2. The witness replied that the food at Janjanbureh and 
Jeshwang was significantly better than the food at Mile 2 
Prison. He said at Jeshwang, the food from the harvest 
was taken to the prison store, while at Mile 2 Prison 
it all went into David Colley’s hands. The witness also 
praised current Director General Ansumana Manneh for 
his efforts to improve the conditions in the prison and 
the behaviours of the officers. The Commissioner then 
pointed out that recruits were said to have been used in 
a number of tortures, and asked if this occurred while 
he was an instructor at the training school. The witness 
vehemently denied this was the case, and insisted he 
never would have allowed such a thing to happen.

Commissioner Imam Jallow then asked the witness why 
the witness and other officers never showed their anger 
or dissatisfaction with the leadership of David Colley and 
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Enforced disappearance (of Abdou Jammeh)

David Colley

Forgery

Karafa Tamba

Corruption (theft from prison farm)

David Colley

prison department to increase salaries, saying the low 
pay was one reason officers engaged in trafficking with 
prisoners. He said prison officers still suffer significant 
hardship, and called on the country to support the new 
Director General Ansumana Manneh. He then went on a 
long digression about the hardships that prison officers 
endure, pointing out that more people have left the 
service than remain. 

He asked for more support for the juvenile wing, and again 
repeated that raising salaries might help deal with the 
issue of trafficking. He revealed he sometimes wonders 
whether he should quit the service, but that at the end of 
the day he is a family man and therefore always decides 
to continue his work. He also suggested there were 
problems with how prison officers got promoted and said 
that on the whole their department was neglected. His 
concluded that the prison officers were counting on the 
Commission to help improve their situation. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony: 

Torture (of Omar Jallow, Lamin Jah, Derrick Bright, 
Stanley, Modou Sonko, Makodou and Soriba Conde)

Ebrima Jammeh, Adama Badjie, Sanna Kujabi, Yahya 
Jarju, David Colley

Present during torture 

Lamin Jabang, Lamin Fadera

Arbitrary arrest (of Abdou Jammeh)

Thomas Jarju, Momodou Jarju, Kebba Ceesay, Kalilu 
Sanneh, Lamin Jabang, Wally Corr, David Colley, Ousman 
Sonko

Arbitrary detention (of Abdou Jammeh)

Thomas Jarju, Kebba Ceesay, Kalilu Sanneh, Lamin 
Jabang, Wally Corr, David Colley, Ousman Sonko
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he wanted him to transfer to the Field Force, but 
the administrators at the prisons were demanding 
he return. The issue apparently went all the way to 
then President Dawda Jawara, who after meeting the 
witness, decided that he should return to the prison 
service.

After pointing out this was an auspicious beginning 
to the witness’ career, the Lead Counsel asked about 
his job at the prison. David Colley said he was posted 
to general duties and ingratiated himself with his 
superiors by playing sports with them. Upon further 
questioning, he admitted that he worked at the bar 
for prison officers. The Lead Counsel mentioned that 
he thought it was interesting that after being fought 
over by two sister forces, the witness was then sent 
to be a barkeeper. The witness responded that he 
went where his commanding officer ordered him. He 
confirmed that he rose from being attached at the 
bar to becoming the director general of the Gambia 
Prison Service. 

When the Lead Counsel brought up how the witness 
was fired and rehired multiple times while Yahya 
Jammeh was president, the witness responded that 
he was also victimised when Dawda Jawara sat in the 
State House. Regarding his relationship with Yahya 
Jammeh, the witness responded that they had grown 
up wrestling and hunting together. Upon further 
questioning, he disclosed that he has family ties 
to the former President and that regardless of the 
age difference he regarded Yahya Jammeh as more 
of an uncle than a brother. He then contradicted 
his statement that he wrestled with Yahya Jammeh, 
stating instead that he was out of his age range. 

At this juncture, the Lead Counsel asked David 
Colley if he remembered giving a statement to 
the Commission. The witness responded in the 
affirmative, and after being handed a copy of his 
statement, verified that it was indeed his. He attested 
that he knew it was an offence under the law to give a 
false statement and that he had been warned of the 
adverse allegations made against him.

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to answer 
to the allegation that he ran a prison that was unfit 

WITNESS NAME: David COLLEY

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 25th June 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Overcrowding in the prison 
system; the food in Mile 2 Prison; arbitrary detention of 
multiple detainees; tortures and beatings by prisoner 
officers and outside security agencies; and the denial of 
medical service

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Officer in the 
Gambian Prison Service

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Director General of 
Gambia Prison Service

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Charged with 
conspiracy to commit murder and abuse of power but 
currently released on bail

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

David Colley began his testimony by describing how he was 
born in August of 1958 in Kanilai, where he completed 
primary school before proceeding to secondary school in 
Bwiam. The Lead Counsel interrupted to ask if he wanted 
interpretation in Mandinka, to which he responded that 
he was more comfortable with English. Nonetheless, the 
Lead Counsel asked the Mandinka interpreters to stay 
on for the televised audience. 

The witness continued that he later sought further training 
in agriculture before hearing an advertisement on the 
radio for positions at the prisons. After being selected for 
the training programme, he was sent to the Field Force111 
Barracks in Fajara. According to the witness, after the 
training the British Officer Mr Cruise was so impressed 

111The Field Force was the precursor to the Gambian Armed Forces. It was established during the colonial era and was 
the country’s only security agency until the 1981 attempted coup.
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would have been difficult, and that Jeshwang, where 
the renovations had been proposed, was the only 
place fit for this treatment. 

The Lead Counsel then alleged that 
no serious thought was actually put 
to this solution and outlined how it 
was not necessary to build a whole 
new facility. 
When pressed, the witness responded that he could 
not do anything without the approval of the Minister, 
and again cited his attempt to have Jeshwang Prison 
expanded. The Lead Counsel stated that this meant 
that he did not do anything to alleviate the problem, 
to which the witness disagreed, again pointing to 
attempted renovations at Jeshwang. 

In response to allegations that the prison was filthy, 
David Colley insisted that prisoners were responsible 
for cleaning, and thus blame for unsanitary conditions 
lies with them. He disputed that his administration 
neglected the issue, claiming instead that it was 
the job of the officers to make sure the prisoners 
cleaned. Furthermore, he claimed, he could not 
inspect the cleanliness of the prisons or ensure the 
officers are doing their jobs on a day-to-day basis. He 
claimed that the ultimate responsibility for making 
sure the facility was clean for prisoners lay with the 
officer on duty. “The job of the prison officer is not a 
one person show,” he testified.

Upon further probing, David Colley briefly acknowledged 
that as the head he was responsible for keeping the 
prisons clean. However, in the next breath he posited 
that the prisons were not actually filthy under his 
tenure, indicating that the new offices he had built 
were kept clean. The Lead Counsel pointed out that 
all this meant is that he kept his office clean while 
the prisoners lived in squalor, to which the witness 
again responded that was the responsibility of the 
command officers. When the Lead Counsel directly 
pointed out the contradictions in his statement, the 
witness again deflected responsibility. He summed 

for human habitation. After the witness responded that 
he was a junior officer who did not know the laws of the 
prison, the Lead Counsel clarified that he was asking 
specifically about the period when he served as director 
general.  The witness affirmed that in that position he 
was the lead expert on prison law in The Gambia, and 
that lack of knowledge of the law would not apply to 
him. The Lead Counsel repeated the allegation that the 
prison system was unfit for human habitation, to which 
the witness responded that he inherited the system 
from the British colonial era. When pressed further, he 
acknowledged that he carried on with the system and 
referenced his own detention in the prison. 

After the Lead Counsel again pushed him to respond to 
the allegation, David Colley stated that the situation was 
“tight.” He testified that he had tried to secure funding 
from the Ministry of Interior to extend the size of the 
prison at Jeshwang to deal with overcrowding, but that 
the funds never came through and the project was never 
completed. When confronted with the allegation that the 
prisons were so overcrowded that inmates were sleeping 
in toilets, the witness said that was the situation he 
inherited. The Lead Counsel responded that he was 
being asked to answer for allegations made against him 
and that those who preceded him would also be held 
accountable. 

When asked if he knew the overcrowding at the time 
was unlawful, he responded “I cannot help.” He repeated 
his argument that he told the Minister112 about the 
problem and asked for funding. The Lead Counsel 
asked if the witness took any other steps to address 
the overcrowding, to which the witness told the same 
story. The Lead Counsel, appearing frustrated, asked 
the witness what other actions he took. David Colley 
responded that they were waiting for elections113 to be 
over to continue pushing for renovations, but after the 
elections his service was terminated. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness if he had ever 
considered applying sections of the Prisons Act, which 
give the director general power to designate temporary 
prisons in order to alleviate overcrowding. After waffling 
for a moment, David Colley replied that providing security 

112The witness did not specify but most probably referring to the Minister of Interior.
113The witness did not specify the year but based on the chronology of events, this would be 2016.
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them, he simply repeated “that’s what they said.” He 
testified that when he was an inmate in Mile 2 Prison, 
he found the food palatable “because I didn’t die.”

When the Lead Counsel retorted that indeed a 
number of prisoners were reported to have died from 
the food in Mile 2 Prison, the witness responded 
that he was not a doctor, but that they used a 
menu provided by the National Nutrition Agency for 
guidance. As the Lead Counsel pressed him further, 
David Colley claimed ignorance of medical matters, 
then added that he never received a certificate from 
a doctor listing “bad food” as the primary cause of 
death. When pressed to clarify whether he knew that 
prisoners were dying of poor food, he affirmed that he 
was not informed of such incidents. He then said he 
had heard about beriberi, but when the Lead Counsel 
asked if prisoners died from beriberi, he responded 
that not all of them did. When pressed further, the 
witness refuted that “many” died of beriberi and 
said he was “not an expert” on whether beriberi was 
connected to poor nutrition. 

The Lead Counsel accused the 
witness of pretending to be ignorant, 
pointing out that it was common 
knowledge that beriberi is caused 
by poor food and that he worked in 
the prison system for three decades 
during which beriberi was common. 
When asked whether he was hiding facts to save 
his skin, the witness replied that he had nothing to 
hide. The Lead Counsel then asked the witness to 
read a section of his statement - which he did after 
significant confusion - claiming that beriberi was 
caused by a bug infestation in the prison. He denied 
the charge that his statement was obviously false, 
and insisted that bugs were causing beriberi. 

After a break, the Mandinka interpreters were 
switched with Jola interpreters. Picking up where he 
left off, the Lead Counsel asked for the testimony of 

up his rebuttal as “I know I’m the head but I didn’t fail for 
the neatness of the prison.” He continued that he did not 
personally contaminate the prison environment, and again 
pointed at other administrators in the system, saying he 
had decentralised responsibilities. He also blamed the 
prisoners themselves. After a combative back and forth, 
the witness said: “I’ll take the blame because the officers 
didn’t do their job,” which the Lead Counsel took to mean 
he had accepted some degree of blame. 

The Lead Counsel then moved on to the food provided to 
prisoners. The witness bristled at the allegation the food 
was unfit for human consumption, saying that the food 
they served was good, listing domoda114, supakanja115 
and “chew”116. He preempted the Lead Counsel’s 
question about the pap for breakfast, insisting that it was 
of an acceptable quality. He then detailed how every day 
a count of prisoners would be sent to the officer in charge 
who forwarded it to the store, who then sent ingredients 
to the kitchen to be cooked by prisoners themselves. He 
added that in his knowledge, inadequate quantities of 
food were a common problem in African prisons. 

When the Lead Counsel repeated his question about the 
quality of the food, the witness continued to speak about 
the difficulties prison cooks had in making enough to feed 
everyone. After the Lead Counsel hinted he might seek 
the intervention of the Commission to receive an answer, 
the witness finally responded that the food was “good 
for them because they are eating.” The Lead Counsel 
then countered that he was the only witness before the 
TRRC to say the food was good. The witness waffled 
again, saying that the prisoners cook for themselves, 
and when asked whether the lack of qualified cooks was 
problematic, continued to evade responsibility. 

David Colley finally admitted that he did not eat the 
food, so he could not speak to its quality, but that the 
cooking pots looked attractive. He rejected the Lead 
Counsel’s charge that he did not care, saying that he 
made sure the government supplied the ingredients to 
the kitchen. The Lead Counsel accused him of diverting 
from the questioning, and asked if he was imputing that 
the other witnesses had lied to the Commission. David 
Colley responded that he would not argue with the other 
witnesses, but when asked whether he agreed with 

114Groundnut/peanut stew.
115Okra stew.
116Most probably referring to what is called “water water stew”.
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a responsibility to find out, the witness said that it 
was the Minister’s responsibility to guide him. 

The Lead Counsel again tried to clarify if he was 
really unaware of the connection between poor food 
and beriberi for his duration as director general. 
The witness then accused the Lead Counsel of 
misrepresenting his career, pointing out that he was 
not director general the whole time. When the Lead 
Counsel calculated that the witness had worked in 
the Gambia Prison Service for forty years, the witness 
rebutted that there were intervals where he was not 
employed in the prisons but instead was a prisoner. 
The Lead Counsel joked that this still counted as 
experience in the prison system, and that in fact it 
gave him the opportunity to experience the institution 
from the other side.  

The witness bristled at the joke and complained that 
he was detained for three months without being 
charged and was not allowed to take a bath. When 
asked how it felt, he said it was what God had decided, 
but that he was unhappy about leaving his family and 
not being told the reason for his arrest. After a series 
of confusing responses, the Lead Counsel told the 
witness to listen to both the English and the Jola 
interpretation, to ask for clarification if he needed it, 
and reminded him that he was under oath. The witness 
then asserted that he felt his rights – specifically 
the right to know why he had been detained and to 
bathe - were violated during his detention. He added 
that his case was also proceeding in court without 
his presence. When asked about the legality of that, 
he said that according to him it was unlawful, but 
perhaps it was right to others. He agreed that he 
suffered a plethora of rights violations, and that this 
was standard operating procedure at Mile 2 Prison 
at the time. 

When the Lead Counsel followed up by pointing 
out that as director general he was responsible for 
implementing that standard operating procedure, the 
witness deflected that different security agencies 
were responsible for bringing people to Mile 2 
Prison. The Lead Counsel again charged that the 
witness was “given a taste of your own medicine,” to 
which the witness replied in the affirmative, stating 

Fanta Sanneh to be played for the Commission. In the 
clip, Fanta Sanneh explained that beriberi was caused 
by lack of proper nutritional intake and was common in 
the prison. David Colley then affirmed that he heard the 
recording, and that Fanta Sanneh was a prison medic 
who had worked under him. After Fanta Sanneh, the Lead 
Counsel asked for a clip from the testimony of Baba Galleh 
Jallow to be played in which he explains how the pap 
was cooked and that it was responsible for the beriberi. 
After the clip played the Lead Counsel requested that the 
witness pay attention to the materials being presented. 
The witness said he did not recognise Baba Galleh Jallow, 
but acknowledged his allegation that beriberi was caused 
by the pap. Lastly, a section of Lamin Jah’s testimony 
played for the Commission in which he too claimed that 
the food was responsible for the beriberi. 

The Lead Counsel then pointed out that the witness was 
the only person to tell the Commission that the beriberi 
was caused by an insect infestation, and put it to him 
that his statement was false and intended to mislead 
the Commission. When asked directly whether insects 
cause beriberi, he again said he lacked the expertise to 
conclusively say what caused beriberi, and that he just 
received the primary cause of death from the hospital. 
The Lead Counsel followed by asking why he had told 
the TRRC investigators that beriberi was caused by 
insects. David Colley responded that in truth he did not 
understand what caused beriberi when he had spoken 
to the investigators. Then when the Lead Counsel 
suggested that he had just told the investigators “some 
crazy story” thinking he could get away with it, he replied 
“actually that.” 

When asked again whether he knew the beriberi was 
caused by the food, the witness responded that it could 
have been, but that no one told him directly. He then 
mentioned that a team of doctors had inspected the 
prisons and written a list of recommendations. Before 
delving into the recommendations, the Lead Counsel 
asked the witness to speak about their findings. However, 
the witness repeatedly returned to the recommendations 
until the Lead Counsel invoked Chairman Sise, accused 
the witness of running away from the questions, and 
demanded the witness respond. David Colley finally 
responded that the findings had been sent to the 
Minister and not shared with him. When asked if he had 



179|

solely for the convicts. “When it comes to the convicts, 
it’s my responsibility,” he testified, “but when it comes 
to the detainees from the military, I have no say 
because they have their command.”

After accusing the witness of hiding behind the army 
and distorting the truth, the Lead Counsel then 
focused specifically on the treatment of convicts. The 
witness disputed that the Prisons Act was not applied 
to convicted prisoners, then shifted responsibility for 
its application to the senior officers in the main yard. 

Moving on, the Lead Counsel requested David Colley 
outline the admission procedures in the prison. The 
witness responded that prisoners sent by a court 
came with a warrant, which spelled out their offence. 
Detainees, he claimed, were the responsibility of 
“military people.” The Lead Counsel asked the 
witness to explain the section of prison law that 
outlines what is required for a person to be admitted 
to a prison. After confusion and misunderstanding 
over what this actually meant, the witness agreed 
that the Act did not allow detainees to be kept in the 
prison without proper documentation. When it was 
pointed out that the admission of “detainees” was in 
violation of the Prisons Act, the witness agreed, but 
with conditions. He claimed that prison officers were 
powerless to refuse the detainees, saying they were 
brought at night by armed security agents, creating 
an atmosphere of fear.

The Lead Counsel categorically 
rejected David Colley’s suggestion 
and accused him of shielding himself 
from responsibility, and being in 
connivance to violate the rights of 
Gambians by authorising the prison 
officers to accept the detainees. 
The witness maintained that the prison officers 
were being bullied, and that standing up to the 
security agents was risky. When the Lead Counsel 
charged that the witness gave the prison officers 

that it did not make him happy. However, when the Lead 
Counsel pursued this line of questioning, the witness 
said he did not understand what the Lead Counsel meant 
by “violating” in regards to basic rights. At this point the 
Lead Counsel asked, again, if the witness would like Jola 
interpretation, which he declined117. The witness briefly 
agreed that what happened to him was commonplace in 
the prison when he was the director general. However, 
he continued to evade answering questions about 
responsibility and his mandate by differentiating between 
convicted prisoners and detainees in confinement and 
the security wing. 

He claimed that he was only responsible 
for convicts while detainees were the 
charge of the soldiers in the prisons. 
Growing increasingly frustrated, the Lead Counsel 
implored the witness to listen carefully as his responses 
did not match the questions. He asked David Colley 
repeatedly point blank whether as director general, 
he was responsible for rights violations in the prisons 
in his tenure, to which the witness offered a number 
of disjointed responses. Finally, when referred to his 
own detention, the witness acknowledged that he was 
prohibited from bathing by prison officers who were 
receiving instructions, and that those instructions may 
have come from the director general at the time – which 
he was quick to point out was not him. After the witness 
affirmed the Lead Counsel’s statement that the director 
general was responsible for what happened to him, the 
Lead Counsel again asked if he was responsible for the 
violations that occurred under his tenure. He initially 
accepted responsibility, but seconds later said it was the 
instructions given to him. 

In response to being pressed to accept responsibility 
for prison conditions, the witness continued to claim 
that there were two security apparatuses operating in 
the prisons. When the witness argued that he had no 
choice over whether to serve as director general, the 
Lead Counsel replied that the witness was happy in the 
position. Meanwhile he maintained his allegation that 
army officers were sent to the prison under their own 
command to handle detainees, leaving him responsible 

117The witness had difficulties speaking and understanding English. At times, he did not understand questions and had 
difficulty reading sections of his own testimony.
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he would only say that he had to accept it for his own 
safety. The Lead Counsel rebutted that he was doing 
it for Yahya Jammeh and that the prisons were run 
by a “Kanilai cabal.” David Colley returned that when 
he joined the prison system Yahya Jammeh was in 
Primary 4, and completely rejected that he and a 
“Kanilai cabal” were used by the then President to 
violate the rights of Gambians. 

At this point Commissioner Kinteh stepped in 
to point out that Lamin Sowe explicitly said in his 
testimony that the witness called him to tell him to 
receive the detainees, to which the Lead Counsel 
responded that he had given the witness the chance 
to respond to that allegation even though it was not 
in the clip played before the Commission. After a 
brief discussion, Commissioner Kinteh backed down 
and the Lead Counsel continued his questioning. 

Moving on, David Colley rejected the allegation made 
by Amadou Scattered Janneh that Mile 2 Prison was 
run by a group of people from Kanilai. Chairman Sise 
briefly interrupted to demand that the witness wait for 
the interpreters before speaking, and that he answer 
the questions as posed. The Lead Counsel then 
confirmed that Thomas Jarju Junior, who served as a 
commissioner, Thomas Jarju Senior, who was at one 
point the deputy director general, Ebrima Jammeh 
and Peter Bojang were all from Kanilai. He also listed 
Yahya Jarju, who the witness confirmed is Jola and 
Momodou Jarju, who is related to the witness, was 
in charge of the finances at the prison, and served 
as the witness’s deputy. The witness claimed he did 
not remember James Jarju’s origins. However, the 
witness continued to refute that the prison system 
was controlled by people from Kanilai, saying there 
were many different ethnic groups among the prison 
staff. The Lead Counsel read from Amadou Scattred 
Janneh’s testimony in which he claimed that “most 
of the senior officers were Jammeh’s ethnic brethren 
from Kanilai and they took dissent personally.” David 
Colley categorically rejected this charge. 

The Lead Counsel then pointed out that having the 
testimony interpreted in Jola was causing problems 
as people were speaking over one another, and again 
offered the witness the opportunity to change what 

the authorisation to accept the detainees, he responded 
that he had to guide his officers to ensure they did not 
get in any trouble. He acknowledged that accepting the 
detainees was unlawful, but rejected the suggestion that 
he could have resigned or that he was a happy participant 
in these violations. 

The Lead Counsel pointed out that Yahya Jammeh called 
the prison his “five-star hotel” and the witness his 
manager. The witness said the former President had the 
right to say that, but again disagreed that he presided 
over institutional arrangements that led to the violations 
of the rights of Gambians. Instead, he again pointed the 
finger of blame at military personnel, who he again claimed 
had their own command and lines of communication 
linked to State House. When asked about the role of the 
National Intelligence Agency, NIA, the witness responded 
that there were three security agencies who brought in 
detainees: the NIA, the army, and the state guard. All 
he did, he asserted, was tell his officers to be careful 
with these agencies not to “mess up until you lose your 
life.” David Colley went on to declare that he was not a 
participant in the reception of detainees, and he was only 
informed the day after. 

When asked whether the then director of operations would 
know if the witness played a role in bringing detainees 
into the prison, the witness responded that the director of 
operations would know he was not responsible. However, 
before he could finish his statement the Lead Counsel cut 
him off to play a clip from Lamin Sowe’s testimony on the 
admission of detainees. In the clip, Lamin Sowe testified 
that they had no choice but to admit the detainees or 
risk falling into a problem. He agreed this was extremely 
unlawful, and pointed to the case of a prison officer 
named Ebrima Ceesay who was threatened and fired for 
refusing to re-admit Lang Tombong Tamba into the prison 
without medical documentation. 

The Lead Counsel then relayed another allegation made 
by Lamin Sowe that he went with the witness to the 
prison to receive the detainees. The witness said this 
was untrue, insisting that he went home every afternoon 
at 4 pm and the detainees were brought to the prison late 
at night. He acknowledged that the removal of prisoners 
at night was not authorised in the Prisons Act, but when 
pressed to admit that he participated in these incidents, 
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served prisoners food that caused some to die. In 
response the witness said that it was the government 
who supplied the materials and the prisoners who 
cooked for themselves, to which the Lead Counsel 
accused the witness of stealing food while director 
general. A clip from the testimony of Baba Galleh 
Jallow was played for the Commission in which he 
claimed that Saikou Colley, who was at Operations 
at the time, would come to the prison store and 
take items for David Colley. The witness denied 
that he stole rations. He also denied that he stole 
the food produced at the prison farm in Yundum. 
In the process of explaining how the farm worked, 
the witness got upset with the Lead Counsel, saying 
that he was not looking at him while he spoke. The 
Lead Counsel told him his testimony was directed 
at the Commissioners. The witness then continued 
to explain how much of the food was stolen from 
the fields as they were not fenced, and how after 
receiving the permission of the Minister, the produce 
was fed to the prisoners.  

The Lead Counsel then asked that a clip from Ebrima 
Njie’s testimony be played in which he explained that 
whatever was harvested at the prison farm was taken 
to David Colley’s home. The witness responded that 
there were records to prove, but he did not articulate 
precisely what the records proved. The Lead Counsel 
then had further testimony from Ebrima Njie played 
in which he related how when a bull or cow was 
slaughtered in the kitchen a portion was removed 
that was said to belong to the witness.

The witness also challenged this statement. When 
pressed by the Lead Counsel why, according to 
the witness, all the other witnesses before the 
Commission were lying, he gave a non-response. 
He refused to accept he committed a crime, and 
explained that when livestock was brought to the 
prison kitchen it was accompanied by a note from 
those who sent it, usually religious organisations 
around holidays, explaining that different cuts of 
the meat were meant for the prison officers and the 
prisoners themselves. 

language he was testifying in. The witness said he wanted 
to continue in English and which point the Lead Counsel 
asked that the Jola interpretation be cut so that he and 
the witness could exchange freely in English without the 
pauses. 

The testimony continued with the witness insisting there 
was no ethnic favouritism in the prisons and explaining 
away the allegation that sensitive positions were held 
by people from Kanilai on “their luck.” He categorically 
rejected that it was by his design. The Lead Counsel 
then asked that a clip from the testimony of Ansumana 
Manneh be played in which he relates a story where the 
witness asked pointed questions about the ethnicity of a 
potential transfer to the prison service. 

When asked if Ansumana Manneh’s testimony was false, 
the witness gave a convoluted description of bureaucratic 
procedures that baffled the Lead Counsel. The Lead 
Counsel asked point blank if the witness surrounded 
himself with people from Kanilai, which the witness again 
denied, after which the Lead Counsel again went over 
the same list of highly placed personal at the prisons 
who were either from Kanilai or related to the witness. 
When the Lead Counsel referred to Ebrima Jammeh 
as one of the witness’ torturers, the witness laughed. 
He vociferously denied the charge that he engaged in 
nepotism or favouritism and rejected the label king, 
mansa, or dictator.

He testified that he was known to be strict, and that he 
got what he wanted because it was his job. After clarifying 
basic words in the Lead Counsel’s question, the witness 
insisted that he acted based on the Prisons Act. When 
the Lead Counsel charged that he carried the Act like a 
badge, but constantly violated it, the witness continued 
his denials. 

He agreed that admitting detainees 
without papers was contrary to 

the Prisons Act and was therefore 
unlawful, but again denied personal 

responsibility.
Moving on, the Lead Counsel charged that David Colley 
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With some prompting, David Colley confirmed that 
Ousman Sonko knew about David Colley’s family 
connections with Momodou Jarju, Thomas Jarju 
Senior and Thomas Jarju Junior. However, the witness 
maintained his denial that there was a Jola cabal 
connected to Kanilai that was running the prisons. 
He also denied any awareness of Ebrima Jammeh 
torturing prisoners, instead saying that the beatings 
that occurred were caused by prisoners insulting or 
fighting officers. 

The Lead Counsel then brought out the witness’ 
statement and read a section of it where he claimed 
that the Prisons Act allows for inmates to be handed 
to the NIA for interrogations and investigations at 
any time of day or night. The witness confirmed this 
was his statement, saying it was an order, at which 
point the Lead Counsel produced the Prisons Act and 
asked him to identify the relevant section.  

David Colley waffled, stating he received a letter from 
the Minister that all matters relating to state security 
should be left to the NIA. The Lead Counsel asked 
the witness to slow down, and again asked if his 
statement about handing prisoners over to the NIA 
was true, to which he replied “yes, because it was 
happening.” After significant confusion leading to 
the Lead Counsel asking the question in Wolof, the 
witness admitted that it was not in the Prisons Act, 
but said regardless they had to comply. 

He testified the law did not allow 
it, but that the orders he received 

superseded the law. When the 
Lead Counsel questioned this 

reasoning, the witness attested 
that the order was also a law they 

had to comply with.
At this point the Lead Counsel postulated that the 
fundamental problem in the prison system is that the 
administration was clueless about how the institution 

The Lead Counsel told the 
Commission they would look into the 

existence of such a letter, and got 
the witness to say that if it turns 

out to not exist, he would agree to 
suffer the penalty of lying before the 

Commission. 
David Colley again explicitly denied prisoners allegations 
that he was stealing food, and claimed he was uninformed 
of reports that then Deputy Director Yahya Jarju sent his 
driver to take several bags of rice from the stock. The 
witness said that if a prisoner was unhappy he could 
have visited him, at which point the Lead Counsel said 
the issue was over. The witness then said it was not over 
to him and that he was mandated to take the meat by the 
people who donated it. The Lead Counsel repeated the 
prisoners claim that the witness took so much meat that 
only bones and intestines were left. The witness called 
into question the credibility of the accusations, saying they 
never saw him stealing and that he would not give orders 
to that effect. He said the Lead Counsel’s suggestion 
that the officers were stealing in David Colley’s name 
was possible, and again denied any knowledge that the 
officers under him were accused to stealing food.

The Lead Counsel then pointed out that the storekeeper, 
Saidou Jarju, was the witness’ cousin, to which he replied 
that he was not from Kanilai, but that he was a Jola and a 
citizen. Following this response, the Lead Counsel took a 
step back, and clarified that there was no discrimination 
in the TRRC, but that there was discrimination during 
the witness’ tenure of Mile 2 Prison, when he selected 
particular Jola people for positions in his interest. The 
Lead Counsel asked if he told Ousman Sonko, the 
Minister of Interior at the time, that his deputy was his 
cousin, to which the witness replied that the then Minister 
already knew him. The Lead Counsel pointed out that 
Ousman Sonko was good friends with Yahya Jammeh and 
the witness. When he told the witness he did not have to 
be friends with his boss, the witness retorted “why not?”
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The witness then agreed that the 
admission of the detainees was 
illegal and that he essentially 
surrendered the prison to the NIA. 
Upon further questioning the witness said he gave 
up his authority to the NIA “based on the situation” 
and repeated multiple times that this was at the 
insistence of the NIA.  

When asked if it was the NIA or Yahya Jammeh who 
had essentially forced him to turn over his authority 
to the NIA, the witness vociferously denied the 
participation of Yahya Jammeh, saying his signature 
was absent. The Lead Counsel accused the witness 
of trying to protect the former President, to which he 
responded that Yahya Jammeh did not come to the 
prison. Even after the Lead Counsel spelled out that 
the NIA was under the Office of the President and 
that Yahya Jammeh was the president at the time, 
when asked who the Director General of the NIA 
reported to, the witness responded that he did not 
know. The Lead Counsel decided to move on, saying 
the witness was refusing to answer the questions.  

When the Lead Counsel enquired whether the 
witness received bribes as director general, he asked 
whether he was referring to cash or in-kind, then said 
that he received neither. The witness then confirmed 
that he knew that Baba Jobe was incarcerated. He 
initially disputed that Baba Jobe’s prison service 
expired, saying instead he had been told by police 
the case was still pending and that he should keep 
him in prison. The Lead Counsel continued grilling 
the witness, who then claimed that he was given an 
order to keep Baba Jobe in prison from the people 
responsible for bringing him to prison. When the 
Lead Counsel pointed out that Baba Jobe was a 
convicted prisoner and had been sent to prison with 
a committal warrant with an expiry date, the witness 
again shifted his testimony, alleging he wrote to the 
Ministry advising them that Baba Jobe was coming 
close to completing his term, and they responded 
that they would reply to his message later. 

was supposed to be run and did not understand the 
tenants of the Prisons Act. He asked the witness if he 
agreed that the violations were the result of low calibre 
administrators, but the witness responded simply that 
it was not in the Prisons Act. The Lead Counsel then 
turned to Chairman Sise and repeated his criticism that 
the witness was an incompetent administrator before 
asking the witness his highest qualification. The witness 
responded he was a graduate of grade nine. 

Moving on, the Lead Counsel brought forward the charge 
that the witness denied prisoners medical assistance, 
which the witness again denied. He defended himself by 
repeating the argument that he was only responsible for 
convicts and those in remand while the rest were the 
responsibility of the military. The Lead Counsel told the 
witness directly this was not true, and reminded him that 
his operations commander, director of operations, had 
testified the exact opposite. Nonetheless, the witness 
claimed that there is a building in the prison funded by 
the military and full of soldiers. Upon questioning he 
testified that the soldiers never came to him for anything 
or asked for a particularly individual. Instead, he said, the 
soldiers, later amended to include the NIA, would come 
at night and forcibly take prisoners. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness if he was in 
charge of the prison, to which the witness responded in 
the affirmative. The Lead Counsel then revealed that in 
his statement, the witness had said the NIA was in fact 
in charge of the prison. In response, the witness claimed 
that it was a mix of army, NIA, and state guard. When 
the Lead Counsel said that these forces were bystanders 
and were just watching the prison officials, the witness 
responded that he had no control over these forces, that 
they had their own phone and command, and that they 
accessed the maximum-security wing through a back 
gate. 

The Lead Counsel then tried to clarify that the witness was 
saying that the soldiers came into the prison without his 
supervision, which the witness denied. He then returned 
to the witness’ statement and found the section where 
he claimed “the prisons were under the administration of 
the NIA so we could not disobey their orders or requests.” 
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are not treated the same as the rest. He repeated 
his previous statement about sending the license 
to the Ministry and receiving a response to keep 
holding onto Baba Jobe even after the Lead Counsel 
unambiguously explained that the provision he 
was citing did not apply in the case of Baba Jobe. 
Nonetheless, David Colley testified that he would wait 
for the license to be endorsed by the Ministry before 
releasing a prisoner, saying this was not unlawful and 
was simply the procedure at the time. 

The Lead Counsel again asked if the witness even 
took any bribes, specifically in regards to making 
Baba Jobe more comfortable. The witness denied 
he took bribes, but immediately mentioned that the 
televisions in the prison were donated by a friend of 
his. The Lead Counsel again pressed the witness if 
he received bribes from any family members seeking 
to ease the hardship of their loved ones in prison. 
The Lead Counsel then asked that a clip from the 
testimony of Tida Jaiteh, the wife of Baba Jobe, be 
played for the Commission. In the clip Tida Jaiteh 
testified that she bought David Colley a generator and 
gave him 10,000 dalasi and facilitated the purchase 
of televisions and amplifiers for the prison, and for 
David Colley’s personal use, in order to secure her 
husband’s access to the hospital. The witness began 
speaking over the clip before it had even finished 
playing, insisting her testimony was a lie. 

David Colley stridently denied that Tida Jaiteh 
bought him a generator, saying he did not have one 
at his house. When the Lead Counsel pointed out 
that where in lived in Yundum in 2006 did not have 
electricity, the witness said he did have a generator 
he took from Jeshwang. The Lead Counsel pointed 
out his contradiction, and suggested the witness was 
confusing himself. Meanwhile, the witness continued 
to insist that he never took a generator from Tida 
Jaiteh and that she was lying against him because 
he was the head of the prison service. 

As the Lead Counsel continued to press the 
witness about the televisions and generators, 
the witness grew increasingly exasperated, giving 
circular answers and complaining that he was not 

The Lead Counsel then clarified whether it was up to the 
discretion of the Ministry whether or not someone who 
had completed their term would be released. The witness 
waffled, then repeated that he issued a release license 
for Baba Jobe and sent it to the Ministry, but that Baba 
Jobe was never actually discharged. 

He agreed that he was kept unlawfully, 
but defended himself by saying it was 
based on the order given to him. 
He testified the same thing happened with Sanna Sabally 
when then Minister of the Interior Ousman Badjie said they 
should wait before releasing him. He also acknowledged 
this was illegal, and said he was operating both under the 
law and the orders from his boss. 

David Colley continued to defend himself by arguing 
that according to procedure, he had to fill out a release 
license that would be sent to the Ministry’s approval after 
which the prisoner would be released. When challenged 
to identify this section of the Prisons Act, the witness 
pulled out his own copy. After several minutes of flipping 
pages, the witness read aloud the provision for releasing 
someone before their term was completed. When the 
Lead Counsel pointed out that this provision did not apply 
to Baba Jobe and that the witness’ understanding of the 
provision was completely wrong, the witness continued 
to dig in his heels, saying he wrote to the Ministry about 
Baba Jobe’s release, but they told him to continue to hold 
him. When the Lead Counsel read part of the Prisons Act 
that stipulates that a prisoner should be released after 
completing their term, the witness said that was for a 
“low sentence”, to which the Lead Counsel responded 
there was no such thing as a “low sentence” or “high 
sentence,” and again said he would move the testimony 
on to another subject. 

Before he could do that, Chairman Sise asked the 
witness if he was actually reading the sections he had 
cited as the language was unambiguous, to which the 
witness responded that he had seen them but was not 
looking at them at that moment. He repeated that he was 
acting under orders from the Ministry and not unlawfully 
and that there are certain categories of prisoners that 
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person giving the testimony, volunteered to process 
the dead animal, but upon seeing the animal had not 
been slaughtered according to the tenants of Islam, 
one of them by the name of Tafa Nyang, refused to 
participate, for which he was sent to confinement. In 
the testimony, the dead bull was described as having 
a swollen stomach and the back legs were splayed 
from side to side. 

Apparently, David Colley came to see the processing 
of the meat, and asked that one of the legs be taken 
to his car. When told the inmates were complaining 
about potentially being served the meat, the then 
director general responded that the officers could 
take what they wanted and the rest should be given 
to the prison kitchens and cooked for the inmates. 
The meat was served that evening, and most refused 
to eat it. Those that did suffered diarrhoea, vomiting 
and other stomach complications that night. Lastly, 
he said that the then director general, upon learning 
it had been Musa Susso who had instigated the 
boycott of the meat, also had him sent to confinement 
as punishment. When asked to respond to this 
testimony, David Colley said it was surprising to him.

The Lead Counsel then had the 
testimony from Lamin Korta played in 
which he testified that he heard that 
a dead bull was served to prisoners 
and that a number of prisoners got 
sick and a few even died. 
He added that Musa Susso’s pardon was revoked as 
punishment for testifying against David Colley. When 
asked, David Colley again denied the allegations, 
saying that Lamin Korta was lying. The witness began 
to explain how he was dismissed, arrested, and taken 
to confinement for three months while they prepared 
charges against him. He also listed a number of 
causes of death as reasons that prisoners died, 
to which the Lead Counsel alleged that prisoners’ 
true cause of death was never actually stated, and 
revealed that three prisoners died from poisoned 
meat. 

being allowed to fully explain himself. He rejected the 
suggestion that he was embarrassed by the allegation 
he received a bribe. When the Lead Counsel allowed the 
witness to explain himself, he told the Commission that 
he borrowed a generator from the prison in Jeshwang 
to use at a programme at his house, but the generator 
broke during the event. He took it to a mechanic to fix, 
but was nonetheless charged with the intent to steal a 
generator. When pressed, he claimed he had the right to 
use the generator for personal use because he would be 
bringing it back. The Lead Counsel also asked about the 
allegation he received bribes from the family members 
of a prisoner named Batch Faye, which the witness also 
completely denied. 

David Colley also denied that he ever brought a dead 
bull into the prison or served the prisoners rotten meat. 
According to him, someone lied to the President at the 
time that he had brought rotten meat to the prison, and 
he was taken to court, where he was vindicated by being 
acquitted and discharged. A heated moment followed as 
the witness again said he was not being given enough 
space to tell his side while the Lead Counsel reminded 
him he was there to answer questions. Moving forward, 
the witness added that during his case only one prisoner 
identified as Musa testified against him and Musa was 
later charged and sentenced to a further six months in 
prison. When asked if the outcome might have been 
different if more witnesses had appeared against him, 
he shrugged his shoulders. 

The Lead Counsel then revealed there were a number of 
witnesses of the dead bull incident, and asked that tape 
from the testimony of Baba Galleh Jallow be played. In 
the clip, Baba Galleh Jallow narrated how he had told 
a group of prisoners that a dead bull had been brought 
to the prison. They had initially responded with disbelief 
until one of them went and confirmed the allegation. That 
night, he said, no one in the cell ate the sauce on the 
rice, saying it was forbidden. 

The Lead Counsel then read the testimony of an unnamed 
witness who explained in detail how he was called to 
the yard to skin an unslaughtered dead bull brought by 
David Colley. According to their testimony, an inmate 
named Musa Susso said the meat should not be served 
to the prisoners. Three prisoners, including the unnamed 
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He clarified that he was not laughing at the dead, but 
merely that he was not in the system at that time. 

The Lead Counsel then levelled the charge that the 
witness allowed the torture of detainees at Mile 2 
Prison by government agents, to which he replied 
that “when the military come for their people I have 
no say on that.” After a discussion of the geography 
of the prison and where various keys were kept, 
the witness acknowledged that no one would have 
access to the security wing unless prison officers 
opened the door for them. The witness said he was 
aware that on the night of 4th September 1994, one 
of his subordinates opened the gate to allow people 
to go torture detainees, but repeated his previous 
argument that the assailants came at night and the 
junior prison officers had to obey. Furthermore, he 
told the Commission that he told the torturers to use 
their own gate.

The Lead Counsel categorically denied this claim, 
instead repeating the allegation that when the 
members of the Junta could not access the prison 
on the first night, the witness helped them get a 
key and they came back the next night. He pointed 
out that Ebrima Chongan and others testified that 
Thomas Jarju and other prison officers opened their 
cell doors and brought them out.119 In response the 
witness implied that if they had demanded the keys, 
the prison officers would have to oblige. When the 
Lead Counsel asked the question even more directly, 
the witness appeared to have misunderstood the 
Lead Counsel, and then said he could not hear 
properly. 

David Colley continued to evade concretely saying 
that detainees were tortured at the prison, instead 
asking the Lead Counsel what he could have done to 
stop it. He declared that he could not protest from 
his house, and then after saying he had been aware 
of the incident, implied that he did not learn about 
it until the following day. The Lead Counsel again 
repeated the allegation that when the Junta members 
came the first day they were denied access, adding 
that the prison officer who denied them access was 
put in detention by the witness. He tried to clarify 

David Colley denied that three prisoners died from the 
meat, again asking for official primary cause of death. 
The Lead Counsel pointed out that two prisoners, Malang 
Kandeh and Modou Sanou, died on the same day on 13th 
January 2006, and a third named Baba Galleh Mballow 
passed away five days later. The witness asked for the 
primary cause of death, which the Lead Counsel said 
was irrelevant as it had been falsified, revealing that his 
team had to conduct special investigations because of 
the lack of post mortem reports. When the witness then 
feinted ignorance about their deaths, the Lead Counsel 
brought up the deaths of Njaga Sillah and Alagie Njie, 
which also occurred in January of 2006. In response, the 
witness again asked what was listed as primary cause 
of death, which the Lead Counsel rejected, pointing out 
that all these people were brought to the hospital after 
they had died and autopsies were never performed so 
the listed cause of death was highly speculative. 

Returning to the case of Musa Susso, the witness stated 
that he was prosecuted for giving false information and 
spent a month in prison. Using documents from the 
court case, the Lead Counsel clarified that Musa Susso 
was charged on four counts of giving false information 
that David Colley had taken bribes, both cash and in-
kind from family members of inmates and special fuel 
arrangements. However, on the fourth charge that dealt 
with the dead bull, he was acquitted as the court found 
strong evidence to support the allegation. The Lead 
Counsel read from an article in The Point newspaper, 
which explained the court’s verdict.118 

David Colley then tried to cast doubt on this piece of 
evidence, saying that where the Lead Counsel claimed 
the trial occurred was inaccurate. The Lead Counsel 
pointed out that the witness was confusing his trial with 
Musa Susso’s. When the witness continuously diverted 
from acknowledging the allegation, the Lead Counsel 
moved on. 

The witness confirmed that inmates 
were taken from Mile 2 Prison 

and executed, but claimed that he 
“enjoyed” the news from the comfort 

of his home. 

118See The Point article – 18 Months Jail Spell for Musa Suso.
119See TRRC Digest Edition 1, page 7.

http://archive.thepoint.gm/africa/gambia/article/18-months-jail-spell-for-musa-suso
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When the Lead Counsel then asked the witness 
if he knew how the officers had extracted a guilty 
confession, he said they were charged at the 
chief’s office before being brought to his office for 
endorsement. He denied that he ordered the inmates 
beaten at his premises. The Lead Counsel then 
asked for the testimony of Abdou Anabi Jammeh to 
be played, in which he told the Commission he was 
called to the area behind David Colley’s office where 
he saw then Deputy Director General Yahya Jarju, Chief 
Superintendent Ebrima Jammeh, Adama Badjie, PO 
Lamin Jabang, Lamin Fadera, and Sergeant Sannaku 
Jabbi and some recruits. He also saw the inmates 
Soriba Conde, Lamin Jah, Omar Jallow, Derrick Bright, 
Stanley (from Nigeria), Momodou Sonko, Amadou 
Saidy, and Makodou. Abdou Anabi Jammeh told the 
Commission that when he arrived, he witnessed 
Ebrima Jammeh order the prisoners taken one at 
a time and beaten. He alleged this all took place 
within earshot of David Colley’s open office window. 
Upon further questioning, he confirmed that David 
Colley was aware of what was going on, based on 
his understanding that the former director general 
selected the prison officers to deal with the prisoners. 

After the clip ended, David Colley told the Commission 
that Abdou Anabi Jammeh had been lying and asked 
how the prisoner officers could have left the main 
yard and used his office as a station for torturing. 
In response, the Lead Counsel asked that another 
section of Lamin Jah’s testimony also be played. 

In the clip, he described how he 
witnessed officers stamp on the 
ribs of Ebrima Joof, causing severe 
damage. After being denied medical 
treatment, he died two days later. 
Lamin Jah then moved on to being beaten behind 
David Colley’s office along with another prisoner 
named Musa Bah, who according to him was beaten 
severely. When asked if the then director general was 
aware of the beatings, Lamin Jah replied he was. 
Lastly, Lamin Jah told an anecdote of how Ebrima 

that the witness was saying the NIA and the Junta could 
put anyone they wanted in jail, to which he responded 
that it dependent on the incident and who was involved. 
Upon probing, he alleged that the outside security forces 
could arrest and beat people (assumedly prison officers 
who refused to comply), but when asked for specific 
examples, he said he had never been informed of a 
single case. He again repeated that he only found out 
that outside forces had visited the prison the next day 
and was told they had been armed and the prison officers 
felt they could not deny them access. The Lead Counsel 
let out a long sigh and told the witness he was growing 
tired of his non-answers. 

When the Lead Counsel moved back to alleged torture 
committed by the witness’ officers, David Colley responded 
that there were sections of the Prisons Act that regulated 
offences by prisoners. The Lead Counsel’s request for 
the precise passage was met by silence, after which 
the witness confirmed his statement that prisoners with 
contraband, and those who resist or attack officers are 
punished with up to twelve lashes as proscribed by the 
Prisons Act. The Lead Counsel then asked about what 
happened to Soriba Conde and Lamin Jah after a mobile 
phone was found among the prisoners. The witness 
alleged they first heard about the prisoners having a 
phone from the NIA, which prompted their search. During 
the process there was a scuffle between the officers and 
the accused persons over the phone. The inmates were 
charged, he said, and were allowed to write a statement 
to defend themselves.

The Lead Counsel pressed the point of the inmates 
being given an opportunity to defend themselves, asking 
precisely where this process took place. The witness 
disputed that it happened behind his office, saying this 
would not have happened under his administration. Under 
further grilling, he elaborated that the process started 
with his officers before being finalised in his hallway. 
When asked if he was aware of the officers dealing with 
the issue at his premises, he said he was busy in his 
office with a guest, and denied that he arranged for the 
prisoners to be brought to his area. He said it was not until 
the inmates were brought in and the mobiles displayed 
that he knew what was happening, but admitted “it was 
very hot with the officers.”
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were not targeting any particular ethnic group, 
emphasising that they were following their mandate 
to create an impartial historical record. He concluded 
by saying this was the end of session 14 and he 
would later announce when David Colley’s testimony 
would be completed. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary detention (of Sanna Sabally and Baba 
Jobe)

David Colley (the witness), Ousman Badjie

Arbitrary detention (of Baba Jobe)

David Colley (the witness), Ousman Sonko

Jammeh told them that 2016 would be a “new page” and 
that he had orders that if someone was tortured until 
they died, nothing would come from it. He claimed that 
David Colley was also present and told the prisoners that 
once they arrived at the NIA it would be clear. 

David Colley responded that this was the first time he 
was hearing this information and that Lamin Jah was 
uninformed. He again disputed that he was aware of any 
beatings that occurred near his office, again claiming 
he had visitors and the air conditioner was running. The 
Lead Counsel then asked how he could claim ignorance 
of the beatings if he clearly remembered the day itself, to 
which he responded he did not recall the day, but that he 
does remember he had visitors in his office.

Chairman Sise then intervened and pointed out that 
the testimony was going over the time limit and asked 
how the Lead Counsel wanted to handle the rest of the 
day. The Lead Counsel said he still had many things to 
cover, and suggested that the witness be called back for 
a second appearance before the Commission to answer 
more questions and also be given an opportunity to field 
questions from the Commissioners and give a closing 
statement. The Chairman agreed this would be the best 
way to proceed, and asked the Lead Counsel to wrap up 
the questioning for the day.

The Lead Counsel then charged to the witness that the 
beatings happened in front of him, to which the witness 
responded that the Lead Counsel was now changing his 
story that the beatings had happened behind his office. 
At this juncture, the Lead Counsel ended the questioning 
for the day.

Chairman Sise acknowledged the frustration of some of 
the Commissioners and then asked for Jola interpretation 
to raise a few points. He then insisted that since January 
2019, all witnesses and themes had been treated justly 
and fairly by the Commission. He rejected the idea that 
the Commission had disrespected or targeted witnesses 
or ethnic groups. He explained that during this session, 
a number of witnesses had made allegations of tribalism 
and thus it was only fair that those allegations be brought 
before David Colley so he could offer his response. He 
again repeated that the Counsel and the Commissioners 
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At this juncture, the Lead Counsel asked David 
Colley if he remembered giving a statement to 
the Commission. The witness responded in the 
affirmative, and after being handed a copy of his 

statement, verified that it was indeed his. He 
attested that he knew it was an offence under 
the law to give a false statement and that he 
had been warned of the adverse allegations 

made against him.
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About ANEKED
Led by women African human rights activists, the African 
Network against Extrajudicial Killings and Enforced 
Disappearances (ANEKED) campaigns against forced 
disappearances and summary executions. ANEKED 
combines the power of technology, innovation, traditional 
media and legal expertise to make issues related to 
enforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings much 
more visible, advocating for justice for victims and their 
families. 

www.aneked.org
   @theANEKED

About The Point Newspaper
The Point Newspaper is a major independent Gambian 
newspaper, co-founded by Deyda Hydara, a fierce 
advocate of press freedom and a fierce critic of the 
government of then President Yahya Jammeh, who was 
allegedly killed under the orders of Jammeh in 2004. The 
current co-publisher is his son, Baba Hydara. 

www.thepoint.gm
   @ThePointNewspaper
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