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The Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission (TRRC) is mandated to investigate and establish 
an impartial historical record of the nature, causes and extent of violations and abuses of human rights 
committed during the period of July 1994 to January 2017 and to consider the granting of reparations 
to victims and for connected matters. It started public hearings on 7th January 2019 and will proceed 
in chronological order, examining the most serious human rights violations that occurred from 1994 
to 2017 during the rule of former President Yahya Jammeh. While the testimonies are widely reported 
in the press and commented on social media, triggering vivid discussions and questions regarding the 
current transitional process in the country, a summary of each thematic focus/event and its findings 
is missing. 

The TRRC Digests seek to widen the circle of stakeholders in the transitional justice process in The 
Gambia by providing Gambians and interested international actors, with a constructive recount of each 
session, presenting the witnesses and listing the names of the persons mentioned in relation to human 
rights violations and – as the case may be – their current position within State, regional or international 
institutions. 

Furthermore, the Digests endeavour to highlight trends and patterns of human rights violations and 
abuses that occurred and as recounted during the TRRC hearings. In doing so, the TRRC Digests 
provide a necessary record of information and evidence uncovered – and may serve as “checks and 
balances” at the end of the TRRC’s work. 

After each release, the Digests are translated into Fula, Jola, Mandika and Wolof, and transmitted over 
local radio stations.

#NeverAgain
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DISCLAIMER

The current publication is NOT a document emanating from the TRRC. It is produced by ANEKED and The Point 
Newspaper. 

The information in this publication has been compiled from live testimonies given at the TRRC hearings. Great 
care has been taken to accurately represent the verbal testimonies, however errors cannot be fully excluded. 

Please note that the culpability of any persons mentioned by witnesses can only be established by a competent 
court. 

Any discrepancies and conflicting testimonies are highlighted on the next page.

P
h
ot

o:
 ©

 J
as

on
 F

lo
ri

o

Lamin Moko Ceesay, a survivor of Jammeh’s fake HIV/AIDs treatment programme. Persons living with HIV/
AIDs who enroled in the programme were subjected to massages (including of private parts), prayers, and the 
consumption of various concoctions, whilst being filmed without their informed consent.
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OVERVIEW

The 15th session of the public hearings of the Truth, 
Reconciliation and Reparations Commission, TRRC, 
which began on 6th July 2020 and ended on 23rd 
July 2020, covered two topics. The first half of the 
session continued from the 13th session, which had 
to be suspended due to the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) 
crisis in the country, and focused on the unlawful 
attacks against road users during the Yahya Jammeh 
regime. The second segment of session 15 focused 
on Yahya Jammeh’s fake “cure” for HIV/AIDS, also 
known as the Presidential Alternative Treatment 
Programme, PATP.

However, the session began with the second part of 
the testimony of David Colley, who had not finished 
his testimony at the end of session 14 regarding 
his tenure as the Director General of The Gambia 
Prison Service. After a grueling 9-hours of testimony 
in which the Lead Counsel accused the witness 
repeatedly of lying to avoid responsibility, David 
Colley barely acknowledged participating in arbitrary 
detention, torture, and corruption. 

Moving on, the first half of the session saw 3 
drivers from Yahya Jammeh’s motorcade, and 3 
family members of victims of their reckless driving, 
testify about unlawful attacks against road users. 
In addition to a series of grisly incidents in which 
drivers and citizens lost their lives, the witnesses 
also described how members of the motorcade 
assaulted, even killed, passersby seemingly at 
random. It was revealed that if people by the road 
did not rise for Yahya Jammeh as he passed, 
soldiers in the convoy would assault them. Others 
described how on some occasions biscuits were 
thrown by Yahya Jammeh as he passed, which would 
bring children onto the road, creating an incredibly 
dangerous situation where children were known to 
have been hit and killed.

The session then turned to the aforementioned fake 
“cure” for HIV/AIDS announced by Yahya Jammeh 
in 2007. Between 2007 and at least up until 2015, 
multiple batches of people living with HIV/AIDS 

were enroled in the programme, which was overseen 
by Dr. Tamsir Mbowe.  After the initial announcement 
of the alleged discovery – which was widely covered 
in the international press and drew people from far 
away as Saudi Arabia and Malawi – hundreds of 
Gambians living with HIV/AIDS tried to enrol in the 
programme. During the enrolment, which took place 
at a hospital with medical staff present, patients 
were not informed about the nature of the treatment 
programme apart from that it would last between 
two and six weeks. Numerous witnesses described 
the presence of video cameras throughout the entire 
process and disclosed that they were falsely told the 
video would not be shown on television. 

After providing their details, witnesses were told – 
sometimes by Yahya Jammeh himself – that they had 
to go off their antiretroviral, ARV, drugs as well as 
abstain from smoking, drinking attaya, and chewing 
kola nuts. The so-called treatment consisted of 
massages (including of private parts), prayers, and 
the consumption of various concoctions, which 
caused a series of deleterious side effects from 
diarrhoea, to vomiting, to feeling weak and shaky. 
While the witnesses enroled on their own volition, 
several described later being guarded by security 
personnel and being told, in one case by Yahya 
Jammeh himself, that they were being held until they 
had finished the “treatment.”
 
The programme changed over time. Members of 
the first batch testified that they were housed at 
Serrekunda Hospital and underwent “treatment” at 
State House and in Kanilai1. Other witnesses said 
they spent more time in Kanilai, where they were 
also forced to work in the rice paddies and cashew 
orchards. Later in the programme, patients were 
given the “treatment” and housed at Serrekunda 
hospital. Some witnesses described being confined 
and forced to undergo the dehumanising routine 
every day for up to nine months. At some point, 
the programme became an outpatient programme 
in which patients continued to live at home while 
coming to N’demban clinic twice a day for the 
“medication.”

1The hometown of Yahya Jammeh in Foni region.



5|

It was reported that at least 10 people died during 
the “treatment” programme and several others 
passed away soon after being discharged. A number 
of people suffered grievous opportunistic infections 
as their immune systems began to fail, bringing 
them to the edge of death until they were released 
from the programme and went back on their ARVs. 
Witnesses also attested to how being shown on 
television – without their consent – brought them 
significant mental anguish and material deprivation 
as a result of the stigma. 

Two medical staff – a laboratory technician and 
the Director of Health Services in 2007 – testified 
that the treatment was a hoax. The lab technician 
detailed how the blood samples were grossly 
mishandled in ways that made results untenable, 
and how the Gambian government falsified results 
from a laboratory in neighbouring Senegal. 

In total 16 witnesses testified with 9 witnesses 
speaking about the PATP during this session, 7 of 
whom were patients (4 women and 3 men) and 
2 of whom were medical staff. Of the 7 patients 
who testified, 6 did so as “protected witnesses” 
due to the sensitivity of the subject matter being 
discussed and the stigma attached to HIV/AIDs 
in the country. Witnesses testified in various local 
languages, however the translation suffered from 
the poor quality interpretation.

In the course of the session, the human rights 
violations reported included:

• Arbitrary detention 
• Deprivation of liberty
• Cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment

leading to death
• Denial of right to health
• Sexual assault

29 persons were mentioned by witnesses in relation 
to human rights violations and crimes committed, 
namely2:

Nyima BADJIE (alias “Aunty Nyima”): Nurse who 
participated in the Presidential Alternative Treatment 
Programme, PATP, both in Kanilai in 2007 and later 
at Serrekunda Hospital. Accused of cruel, inhuman 
and degrading treatment leading to the death of 
patients and denial of the right to health.

Ousman BADJIE: Captain in the Gambia Armed 
Forces, GAF in 2004. Accused of obstruction of 
justice following the shooting of Kissillah Krubally by 
Yahya Jammeh’s convoy in 2004. 

Sulayman/Saul BADJIE: Former Lieutenant General 
in the army and head of the death squad team “the 
Junglers.” Accused of unlawful demotion of Lamin 
Saidykhan. His name is on the list of wanted persons 
issued by Gambian authorities in 2018. Reported to 
be in Equatorial Guinea at the time of release of this 
publication. 

Yankuba BADJIE: Former Director General of the 
National Intelligence Agency, NIA, from 2013 to 
2016. Accused of arbitrary dismissal of Ebrima 
Ceesay in 2007. Arrested in February 2017 and 
facing trial as part of the NIA 9 case on numerous 
offences ranging from conspiracy to commit felony, 
assault causing serious bodily hard, murder (of UDP 
activist Solo Sandeng) and making false documents 
at time of release of this publication. 

Bajinka (last name not given): Former State Guard 
commander in 2004. Accused of obstruction of 
justice following the shooting of Kissillah Krubally by 
Yahya Jammeh’s convoy in 2004.

Lamin CAMARA: An employee of the PATP at 
N’demban clinic in Bakau in 2015. Accused of denial 
of the right to health.

David COLLEY: Former Director General of the 
Gambia Prison Service, GPS. Confessed to arbitrary 
detention, torture, and corruption. According to 
media reports3 he was dismissed from his position 
as Director General on 24th February 2017 and 
charged with conspiracy to commit murder and 
abuse of office in March 2018, but released on bail. 

2The allegations against individuals listed here are only those that were mentioned in this session. Individuals 
might have been accused of other crimes in previous sessions. Please check our previous Digests.
3See The Torch, 19th March 2018, David Colley charged with ‘murder of Baba Jobe’.
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Musa COLLEY: A civilian driver in Yahya Jammeh’s 
motorcade. Accused of reckless endangerment. 

Manlafi CORR: Former Corporal in the State Guard. 
Accused of reckless endangerment leading to the 
deaths of drivers and civilians. Killed by members 
of the death squad team “the Junglers” in March 
2006.

Fatou FADERA: Nurse who administered the PATP 
at State House. Accused of denial of the right to 
health and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment.

Cherno JALLOW (alias “Papa Che”): A driver in 
Yahya Jammeh’s motorcade. Accused of reckless 
endangerment leading to deaths of civilians, 
including Musa Jallow in June 2010 and at least 
two civilians during an incident in Busumbala.

Mariatou JALLOW: Director of Health Services 
in 2007 who observed and participated in the 
PATP. Confessed to cruel, inhuman and degrading 
treatment, wilful misrepresentation, and denial of 
the right to health.

Ansumana JAMMEH: Referred to as a relative 
of Yahya Jammeh (probably his cousin). Named 
by a majority of witnesses as administering the 
concoction to patients between 2007 and 2015 at 
Kanilai, Serrekunda Hospital and N’demban clinic. 
Accused of the sexual assault of Fatou Jatta and the 
protected witness from July 22nd; accused of cruel, 
inhumane and degrading treatment leading to death, 
and denial of the right to health. Residing in The 
Gambia at the time of release of this publication.

Musa JAMMEH (alias “Maliamoogoo”): Former 
officer in the Gambia National Army, GNA, and 
bodyguard of Yahya Jammeh. Accused of the 
arbitrary detention of Lamin Saidykhan, Lamin Sillah 
and Buba Darboe. Deceased in 2007. 

Ousainou JAMMEH: Driver in Yahya Jammeh’s 

motorcade. Accused of reckless endangerment 
leading to damage of property. 

Yahya JAMMEH: Chairman of the Armed Forces 
Provisional Ruling Council, later Alliance for Patriotic 
Reorientation and Construction, and President of 
the Gambia from 1996 until January 2017. Accused 
of reckless endangerment leading to deaths of 
motorcade drivers and civilians, arbitrary detention 
of Lamin Sillah and Buba Darboe, and ordering 
arbitrary assaults in relation to his presidential 
convoy. Accused of sexual assault of Fatou Jatta and 
the protected witness from 21st July in 2007. Also 
accused of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment 
leading to death, false imprisonment, wilful 
misrepresentation and denial of the right to health 
in relation to the PATP. Sued in 2018 by survivors 
of the fraudulent treatment programme in a lawsuit 
filed at Gambia’s High Court. In exile in Equatorial 
Guinea at the time of release of this publication. 

Lamin JATTA: Nurse associated with the PATP at 
Serrekunda General Hospital in 2009 and N’demban 
clinic in 2015. Accused of denial of the right to 
health.

Sulayman JATTA: A solider and driver in Yahya 
Jammeh’s motorcade. Accused of reckless 
endangerment leading to the death of a young girl 
in Kachumeh.

Jawara (last name not given): A nurse associated 
with the PATP in Kanilai in 2007, Serrekunda General 
Hospital in 2009, and N’demban clinic in 2015. 
Accused of denial of the right to health.

Lamin (last name not given): A doctor associated 
with the PATP in Serrekunda General Hospital. 
Accused of denial of the right to health.

Almamo MANNEH: Former lieutenant in the GAF. 
Accused of the extrajudicial killing of a Nigerian taxi 
driver. Deceased (2000). Ismalia Jammeh confessed 
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to participating in his killing in 2000. Ousman Sonko 
(former Minister of Interior), Musa  Jammeh, Buba 
Jammeh, Omar Sonko, Seedy Baldeh, Abdoulie 
Kujabi have almost been mentioned as participating. 
At the time of release of this publication, Ousman 
Sonko is in detention in Switzerland, awaiting trial 
for crimes against humanity including rape.

Dr. Tamsir MBOWE: Former Health Minister from 
2004 to 2007 and Director General of the PATP 
from 2007 to 2016. Accused of sexual assault of 
Fatou Jatta, cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment 
leading to the death of at least ten people, false 
imprisonment, and the denial of the right to health. 
Also accused of wilful misrepresentation. Survivors 
of the PATP issued a formal complaint against 
Tamsir Mbowe with the Gambia Medical and Dental 
Council in September 2019.  

Umpa MENDY: Former General in the GNA and 
personal protection officer for Yahya Jammeh. 
Accused of assault of civilians and reckless 
endangerment. He was charged with desertion in 
2018 after returning from Equatorial Guinea. He had 
accompanied Yahya Jammeh when he was forced 
into exile in 2017. Umpa Mendy was acquitted of 
desertion charges in 2019.

Awa NJIE: Nurse associated with the PATP in Kanilai 
in 2007 and later at Serrekunda General Hospital. 
Accused of denial of the right to health leading to 
death. 

Dr. Malick NJIE: Former Health Minister from 2007 
to 2008. Accused of cruel, inhuman and degrading 
treatment and denial of the right to health. 

Modou NYASSI: Former driver in the presidential 
motorcade. Accused of reckless endangerment 
leading to death. Deceased in an automobile 
accident.

Lamin SANNEH: Nurse associated with the PATP 

programme in Kanilai in 2007. Accused of denial of 
the right to health. 

Ousman SONKO: Former Inspector General of Police, 
IGP, and Minister of Interior (2000-2016). Accused 
of arbitrary detention. Detained in Switzerland and 
under investigation by Swiss authorities for crimes 
against humanity, including rape, at the time of 
release of this publication.

(First name not given) TAMBAJIRO4: Identified as 
a soldier. Accused of cruel, inhuman and degrading 
treatment. 

4In the 10th Session of the TRRC, Tambajiro was named by several witnesses as being the leader of a group of 
witch-hunters in early 2009. See TRRC Digest Edition 10. 
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WITNESS NAME:  David COLLEY

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 6th & 7th July 20205

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The food in the prisons; denial 
of medical services; arbitrary detention of inmates and 
prison officers at Mile 2 Prison; Committing prisoners to 
hard labour beyond their warrants; torture in the prison 
system; corruption in the prisons, and the witness’ role 
in the killing of Baba Jobe

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Officer in the 
Gambian Prison Service

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Director General of 
Gambia Prison Service

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Charged with 
conspiracy to commit murder and abuse of power but 
currently released on bail

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

David Colley began his testimony by confirming that the 
food he ate when he was detained at Mile 2 Prison was 
good, adding that it was the same kind of food served 
when he was the director. The Lead Counsel specified 
that he was asking about the quality of the food, not 
type. Nevertheless, the witness began to ramble about 
the menu issued by the government. Pressed by the 
Lead Counsel, he asserted that the prisoners cooked 
for themselves, and “food prepared by a lady and that 
prepared by a man are always different.” 

The Lead Counsel then pointed out that the 
Commission had received evidence that when 
Mrs Klu6 was the director general, the quality of 
the food improved drastically. David Colley did not 
respond to the question, instead contending that the 
government gave them the menu and the ingredients, 
and it all had to be accounted for through finance. 
The Lead Counsel began to grow frustrated, asking 
the witness what he understood the word “menu” to 
mean. After a disjointed answer, the Lead Counsel 
again repeated his question comparing the food 
under the witness’ tenure and the tenure of Mrs Klu. 
David Colley responded that the food depended on 
the number of prisoners received that day. The Lead 
Counsel repeated the question, and the witness 
again responded that the food served to him under 
Mrs Klu’s administration was the same type of food 
that was served when he was director general. When 
the Lead Counsel, clearly irritated, asked about about 
the quality of the food under Mrs Klu, the witness 
responded that he ate it. He followed by saying he 
ate it because that was what was served to him, and 
that ultimately it was good, “because I came out and 
nothing happened to me.”

The Lead Counsel pointed out that 
under the witness’ tenure as director 
general, a number of people died 
because of the food. 

The witness responded that he had seen people 
die in the prison since he joined. He argued that 
he could not ascertain the food was the cause of 
death, saying it was up to the doctors to diagnose 
illness.  The Lead Counsel reminded the witness that 
he had previously testified that beriberi7 was caused 
by bug infestation in the cells, before then accusing 
him of knowing that was false. The witness again 
said the decision was up to the doctors, and then 
blamed the insufficient quantity of food. The Lead 
Counsel warned him that lying to the Commission 
was a criminal offence. Referencing the witness’ prior 

5This was a continuation of David Colley’s testimony from the previous session. See TRRC Digest Editions 13 & 14 pages 
175-188
6Rose Riley Klu, known affectionately as Aunty Rose, worked in the prison system and served as Director General from 
June 2007 until her sudden death in March 2008, after which David Colley was re-instated.
7A disease in which the body does not have enough vitamin B-1 (thiamin). It is usually caused by poor diet or alcoholism.
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testimony, he pointed out he could no longer hide behind 
not understanding the question as they were joined by 
Jola interpreters8. 

He then repeated the question about the beriberi, to 
which the witness responded that he was hearing for the 
first time that beriberi was caused by the food.  The Lead 
Counsel responded incredulously, then addressed the 
Chair and asked whether the witness did not understand 
the questions (which he said was doubtful), or was 
purposefully answering whatever he wanted instead of 
the questions asked. 

The witness then interjected, insisting that he was 
answering the questions. He again repeated that he 
was not a doctor, and it was only at the TRRC that he 
had heard that beriberi was caused by poor quality food. 
After implicating overcrowded prisons, the witness then 
alleged that beriberi was even in people’s homes. After 
growing exasperated and addressing the Chair again, the 
Lead Counsel rephrased his question, asking the witness 
when he first heard that beriberi was caused by bad food. 
The witness responded that he used to hear about it 
“outside.” When asked why he had just testified that he 
had first heard of the connection at the Commission, he 
replied that this was the first time that anyone had asked 
him about it. He then confirmed that he had actually heard 
about the connection before, and that he knew there was 
beriberi in the prisons while he was the director general. 
However, when asked how frequently he heard about the 
disease, he said that he had seen beriberi at the prisons 
since he joined.  He said his “boys” used to invite doctors, 
the prisons visiting committee, and the prison counsel to 
visit and write recommendations. When asked about the 
recommendations submitted, the witness said that was 
before he was a senior official. 

When the Lead Counsel then asked how long the witness 
served as director general, David Colley responded that 
he was arrested, reinstated, investigated, arrested, 
and reinstated many times. After some back and 
forth, the Lead Counsel clarified that he first became 
director general in 2003 and was last in a prison officer 
uniform in 2016, which amounted to a 13-year stretch. 

The Lead Counsel also pointed out that before 
2003, the witness occupied senior positions in the 
prison service. The witness initially claimed that as 
commissioner of prisons in 1998 he was the senior-
most officer, but then backtracked when the Lead 
Counsel explained that would mean he had been the 
head of the Gambia Prisons Service since at least 
1998. David Colley then stated he had been a chief 
officer in 1994, was promoted to inspector in 1999, 
and in 2003 was acting as commissioner. 

After outlining the witness’ career trajectory, the 
Lead Counsel asked if during his 13-year tenure 
he received any recommendations on how to deal 
with beriberi.  The witness responded that at one 
point he informed the ministry, and a medical team 
conducted an inspection of the prisons and reported 
that they were overcrowded. The Lead Counsel, in 
a raised voice, asked again about recommendations 
related to the food. When witness responded “Like 
I said they went and had a meeting with the minister 
and they put up a rec.”, the Lead Counsel asked the 
witness if he even knew what a recommendation 
was. The witness, also growing agitated, insisted he 
did, but then spoke about receiving mosquito nets 
and concrete to build new beds. 

Finally, the witness stated that the minister told him 
he would speak with the Ministry of Finance about 
supplying more food to the prisoners. He said that 
some adjustments were made, but they were not 
enough. When the Lead Counsel sought to clarify 
that the witness was saying that even after the 
adjustments the food was still bad, the witness again 
slipped into his excuse that the prisoners cooked for 
themselves. After the Lead Counsel again accused 
the witness of not answering his questions, the 
witness confirmed that the adjustments were not 
sufficient, but also claimed that the problem was that 
after they had made calculations for the meals, mass 
arrests would occur and therefore inmates would not 
have enough food.

8In the previous session, David Colley insisted in testifying in English and seemed to have a hard time understanding 
the questions asked.
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The Lead Counsel circled back to his original question 
about whether the food at Mile 2 Prison was good or 
not. The witness continued to waffle, which frustrated the 
Lead Counsel, who continued to interrupt the witness’ 
diversions by repeating the same question and asking for 
a yes or no response. The witness insisted that if he was 
going to answer, he had to give an explanation. 

For a brief moment the interpreters 
grilled the witness, who eventually 
relented and stated that the food at 

the prisons was not good.

The Lead Counsel let out a sigh of relief, and the Chair 
suggested this would be a good time for a 30-minute 
break. He asked the witness and Lead Counsel to 
meet to discuss procedural matters, and warned the 
witness that taking the Commission around in circles 
would not stop them from completing their mandate 
(summary continued on next page). 

Inside Mile 2 Prison. Witnesses testified to detainees and inmates being kept under “seal”, sometimes for months 
and only allowed to go out to empty their chamber pots.
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Returning to the issue of the food, after multiple 
diversions, David Colley admitted that while the food had 
been good under the tenure of Mrs Klu, it was bad when 
he was director general. However, he insisted that the 
diet was the same. When the Lead Counsel pointed out 
this is exactly what he had been driving at, the witness 
alleged that under his tenure there were far more inmates 
in the prison, which contributed to the poor quality of the 
food. 

The Lead Counsel then accused David Colley of hiding 
behind an excuse for the poor food, which the witness 
denied, insisting that when he was the director general, 
the numbers were not the same. Even as the Lead 
Counsel warned the witness that they would verify his 
statement, he continued to insist that the reason the 
food was worse under his tenure was because there were 
more prisoners when he was director general than when 
Mrs Klu served in the position. When asked how much 
the prison tally had increased, the witness said he did 
not know. Once he was released and reinstated, he said, 
he saw the numbers were bigger. When the Lead Counsel 
again accused him of covering up the truth, he said he 
had nothing to hide, and again blamed the government 
for not providing enough food and for the overcrowding 
the prisons. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness if he was 
surprised that people were dying because of the poor 
quality of the food. The witness replied that he would 
be surprised, but then claimed that was why he invited 
people from the ministry. He then turned around and said 
that only the doctors could say whether prisoners were 
dying of bad food. When asked whether he agreed with 
prisoners who said they got ill from the food, the witness 
responded that that was what they had said. 

The Lead Counsel then pointed out that in the witness’ 
statement, he had alleged that prisoners were smuggling 
salt into the cells to poison themselves. Initially David 
Colley disputed the statement, but then he acknowledged 
it, before then countering that while he believed the 
prisoners were smuggling salt into the cells, he would not 
accept it was for the purposes of poisoning themselves. 

Flabbergasted, the Lead Counsel 
pointed out that the witness had read 
over his statement several times 
and made a number of corrections 
before signing it. 

The witness confirmed this, but then claimed that he 
had told the investigators that prisoners would use 
salt to make themselves ill in order to malinger at 
the hospital. The Lead Counsel, dumbfounded by the 
claim, had the witness repeat his argument. David 
Colley did so, adding that doctors would advise the 
prison staff to control the salt in the food. He said he 
came to believe prisoners were making themselves 
ill when he saw them go to the hospital time and 
time again. The Lead Counsel shot back that these 
inmates were clearly very ill, but the witness continued 
to testify that the doctors told his nurses that they 
should control the salt, and after that the problem 
became less acute. The Lead Counsel pointed out 
that the swollen feet the witness was citing was a 
symptom of beriberi, to which the witness agreed. 
David Colley said that while he acknowledged the 
food was bad, he was also convinced that too much 
salt would also result in swollen feet. 

The Lead Counsel then stated that they had received 
testimony that many prisoners threw away their food, 
especially the pap9. After some back and forth, 
the witness acknowledged that he was aware of 
prisoners throwing away food, but that it had been 
happening before he joined the prison service. When 
asked repeatedly what he should have done when 
prisoners were throwing away their food, he claimed 
the prisoners said they were okay. He then claimed 
he informed the ministry and they invited doctors into 
the prison to attend to the prisoners. When asked 
how he would inform the ministry, the witness said 
that he would let them know through the prison 
visiting committee or by going to see the minister 
personally, but that he did not write a letter because 
it took too long.

9Rice or boiled peanut porridge.
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In response to questioning from the Lead Counsel, the 
witness testified that the Prisons Act stated that when 
prisoners threw their food away, a letter was not necessary 
and instead officials should go on foot to deal with the 
issue swiftly. When asked again, the witness instead 
said the Prisons Act stipulated that if it was only two or 
three prisoners, they should be disciplined, but if it was a 
mass issue, the doctors and nurses in the prison should 
bring it up with the administration who would report it to 
the ministry. When asked how he responded to prisoners 
throwing food away, David Colley claimed that they went 
by the Act, and disciplined those who threw food away 
wilfully. 

The Lead Counsel then brought up the 
fact that they had received testimony 
alleging that so much food was thrown 
away that Mile 2 Prison was essentially 
a factory that produced food for the 
pigs in the area. 

The witness acknowledged that a lot of the food served 
at the prison ended up in bins instead of in prisoners’ 
stomachs, but said they did not keep pigs. He deflected 
answering why the prisoners threw their food away, but 
after being asked multiple times, he stated that it was 
because the prisoners said the food was bad. However, 
he added, he had no other recourse than to report their 
complaints to the ministry. He again claimed that he did 
not write letters because it was faster to walk and see 
the minister face to face. When the Lead Counsel pointed 
out that government administration functioned through 
documentation, the witness said he did communicate 
with the ministry via letters, but that when there was 
an emergency, he would go straight to the minister. The 
Lead Counsel said he would then leave the issue of the 
food to rest.

Moving on, the Lead Counsel asked the witness if it was 
true that prisoner and detainees were denied medical 
attention. The witness responded that while he controlled 
the main yard, soldiers controlled the security wing. 

Whenever a detainee fell sick, he said, they would 
call their doctors to take care of their own prisoners. 
Responding to follow up questions, the witness 
affirmed that he was the man in charge of the prison. 
The Lead Counsel then asked the witness if in his 
statement he told investigators that the National 
Intelligence Agency, NIA, was in charge of the prison. 
The witness replied that he reported all the issues 
in his side of the prisons to the NIA to intervene, but 
that was not the case in the security wing. He again 
affirmed that he was in charge of the prison, but 
claimed he also received a circular saying that the 
NIA would be responsible for the prisons. He claimed 
the circular should still be at the prisons. 

The Lead Counsel then read sections from the 
witness’ statement in which he claimed that the 
prisons were under the administration of the NIA and 
that they could not disobey their orders or requests. 
The witness responded that they used to report 
their matters to the inspector general of police, 
but “at some point the big man changed it.” When 
asked who the big man was, the witness responded 
“State House.” When pressed, he claimed that the 
NIA had many big men at State House. When asked 
who was giving him orders as the director general, 
the witness responded that it was the commander 
of the NIA, whose name he had forgotten, but who 
he remembered as being blind. According to the 
witness, this blind commander of the NIA told him, in 
writing, to send any reports that would have gone to 
the police to the NIA. 

David Colley then began talking about a mobile 
phone in the prison, but was cut off by the Lead 
Counsel who again asked who was in charge of the 
prison. The witness stated that he was in charge 
of Mile 2 Prison, but that the security wing of the 
prison was under the control of army officers, and 
that Mile 2 Prison authorities had no responsibility 
over the people in that wing. He claimed he called 
the minister to inform him that he saw other security 
officers in the prison, but it was never followed up on. 
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Furthermore, he claimed that the army 
officers were based in a hall in Mile 2 
Prison and had direct access to “their 
prisoners,” referring to those in the 
security wing. 

However, he did acknowledge that his officers kept the 
keys to the cells in the security wing. He asserted that 
when the army needed a prisoner, they would get the 
keys from his officers, but said that they did not come all 
the way up to him. 

The Lead Counsel then explained that Lamin Sowe10 
testified that the military would approach the witness, who 
would then call Lamin Sowe and give him instructions. 
After some back and forth, David Colley replied that 
Lamin Sowe’s testimony was untruthful, instead arguing 
that the army would only deal with the officer on duty and 
never went to Lamin Sowe. The Lead Counsel repeated 
Lamin Sowe’s charge that the witness was informed of 
detainees arriving in advance, and would give the order 
to allow them into the prison without a warrant or court 
order. The witness continued his denials, claiming that 
they brought the detainees to the prison at night when 
he was at home. When asked why he thought Lamin 
Sowe would lie about him, the witness responded “that’s 
human heart, you cannot tell.” 

The Lead Counsel then accused the witness of lying 
to protect himself, at which point the witness grew 
agitated, insisting that is was Lamin Sowe who was 
lying. He repeated his defence that when detainees 
arrived at the prison he was off his “shift” as director 
general, and would only be called in emergencies. When 
asked whether the admittance of a detainee without 
authorisation constituted an emergency, the witness 
responded that this was not new in the prisons and 
repeated his argument that the military detainees were 
on their own except when they needed to be taken out of 
their cells. For a third time, he alleged that Lamin Sowe 
was lying against him.

The Lead Counsel brought up the testimony of 
Lamin Korta11, who had made similar claims to 
Lamin Sowe. The witness said he was also lying, 
and claimed that he wrote to the ministry to inform 
them when detainees were dropped off and passed 
along his concerns. The Lead Counsel again asked 
the witness if he would be informed that detainees 
were being brought to the prison before they arrived, 
which the witness again denied, instead claiming he 
only found out from his officers after they had been 
admitted. He stated point blank that he would not be 
called in advance. The Lead Counsel again warned 
the witness that there would be consequences if they 
found that he was lying. The witness challenged the 
Lead Counsel to go to Gambia Telecommunications 
Company, GAMTEL, and get a transcript of the calls 
made.

Moving on, the Lead Counsel asked the witness if he 
ceded the detention wing of the prison to the NIA. The 
witness denied this allegation, saying that he simply 
followed the letter he was given which instructed 
him to inform the NIA of any matter that obstructed 
his work. When asked who had the responsibility for 
the security or political detainees at the prison, the 
witness responded that they were under him, but 
also under the army officers and the police who also 
brought people to the prison. Before breaking for 
lunch, the Chair reminded the witness of the issues 
they discussed over the coffee break and implored 
the witness to stop wasting the Commission’s time. 

When the Lead Counsel sought to confirm that people 
would come to the prisons and take people out without 
his knowledge, the witness replied that he was not 
there in the evenings, but that the officers on night 
duty were qualified and had to cope with the situation. 
When asked if the people coming to take out inmates 
had warrants, the witness responded “the warrant 
they have is the gun,” which elicited laughter from the 
interpreters. The Lead Counsel implored the witness 
to tell the truth, and the witness continued to insist 
that he had no prior knowledge when detainees were 
dropped off at night and instead would be briefed the 
next morning. 

10See TRRC Digest Editions 13 & 14, pages 47 - 62.
11See TRRC Digest Editions 13 & 14, pages 39 - 45.
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When asked if they would inform him 
about the Junglers, David Colley 
claimed not to know who was a Jungler, 
instead saying all he knew is the people 
were “security.” 

David Colley then read, haltingly, from his statement, in 
which he had claimed that the prisons were under the 
administration of the NIA. The Lead Counsel stopped 
the witness, and told him that this statement was false. 
The witness acknowledged that this is what he told the 
investigator, based on his view that by coming to the 
prison and receiving detainees, the NIA were part of the 
administration. The Lead Counsel pointed out that being 
a part of the administration is different than the prisons 
being under the administration of the NIA. He accused 
the witness of trying to falsely disguise his responsibility 
and shift it to the NIA. 

The witness deflected, saying that the NIA was responsible 
for investigating and interrogating detainees, but the 
Lead Counsel continued to point out that this is still 
different from the prisons being under the administration 
of the NIA. He said the witness’ statement that they 
could not disobey the orders and requests of the NIA 
was similarly false. The witness refuted the claim, but 
the Lead Counsel continued to insist that he was never 
obliged to take instructions from the NIA. The witness 
rebutted that because they were the same people who 
brought people in, he could not deny their requests to 
take people out. He then added that he did violate the 
law because he did not want to die.

Seizing on this statement, the Lead Counsel asked the 
witness if he had ever been threatened with death. David 
Colley clarified that if he had said no to their request for an 
inmate, he would have taken the inmate’s place. The Lead 
Counsel repeated his question, and the witness replied 
that they did not waste their time orally threatening him, 
instead alluding to an executive order which, according to 
him, mandated him to hand over anyone they requested. 
When asked who gave the executive order, the witness 
replied it was the blind man he had previously mentioned. 

He again began to discuss a mobile in the prisons, 
but the Lead Counsel cut him off, repeating his 
question about being threatened for a third time. The 
witness replied that it was not actually a matter of 
being threatened, but that this was an order from the 
director of the NIA. 

The Lead Counsel then paused his questioning to 
ask the Commission’s permission for the witness to 
return to the prison to find and produce the written 
order from the NIA he had spoken about. The witness 
interrupted, saying that the records were there, but 
he did not want to go because he was afraid another 
story would be built around him. The Chair had 
to pound the gavel to compel the witness to stop 
talking. He then granted the Lead Counsel’s request.

Moving on, the Lead Counsel explained that the 
witness stated that the Junglers also came to Mile 
2 Prison. The witness denied calling them Junglers, 
saying he instead called them security personnel. 
The Lead Counsel then asked David Colley to read 
from his statement, in which he said “in regards 
to the Junglers, they received their orders from the 
President.” David Colley immediately interrupted 
his reading and said he never said such a thing, 
questioning how the investigators wrote this. He 
claimed he said the Junglers were under the army, 
but again vociferously denied that they were under 
the President. After a moment of silence, the Lead 
Counsel suggested that the witness was afraid, 
which the witness denied. He then pointed out that 
the witness had read from his own statement, which 
he had reviewed in the presence of his brother and 
claimed he was satisfied with. The witness confirmed 
that he had read the statement, but that he had not 
caught the word “President” in his statement. 

The Lead Counsel pointed out that 
throughout his testimony he had 
avoided mentioning Yahya Jammeh, 
instead saying “big man, State 
House, the big guys.” 
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David Colley denied that he was avoiding mentioning 
the former President, and also rejected that the former 
President gave the orders for the Junglers to come to 
the prison. Under further questioning, he clarified that he 
was not denying that the Junglers came to the prison, but 
he stated that he did not know who the Junglers were as 
they did not wear identifying uniforms. He repeated that 
they came at night and he only heard about it the next 
day. He acknowledged that his officers identified the men 
who came at night as Junglers, but that he never knew 
them, and insisted on referring to them as “security.”

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness if, after 
hearing that Junglers were taking prisoners at night, he 
ever took any steps against the practice. The witness 
responded that their work was to receive and discharge, 
not question what was happening. He washed his hands 
of it, saying, “I had nothing to do with that because I don’t 
take them or bring them in.” When asked if he felt he was 
doing his job properly, he responded he was doing it as 
requested. The Lead Counsel followed up by asking who 
was making these requests. After a heated exchange 
with the interpreter, the witness again repeated that he 
heard from his officers that those who brought people in 
the night would come back and ask for them. 

The Lead Counsel again accused David Colley of being 
afraid of Yahya Jammeh, which he denied. When asked 
if he was afraid of the former President’s agents, the 
witness responded that he himself was one of the agents 
as a security personnel. Pointing again to the witness’ 
statement, the Lead Counsel explained that he had 
previously said it was suicidal to refuse their orders. 
When asked, he said the “their” in the sentence referred 
to security personnel, again refuting the label Junglers. 
The Lead Counsel again accused the witness of avoiding 
mentioning anything to do with Yahya Jammeh because 
he was afraid of the former President. He charged that 
the witness was put in charge of Mile 2 Prison because 
he would do whatever the former President wanted out 
of fear. The witness again denied the charge, saying he 
has never been afraid of another person, and that all he 
gives is respect. 

David Colley repeated his same denials, while the 
Lead Counsel upped the ante, accusing the witness 
of giving security officers “carte blanche” to come 
into the prisons and do whatever they wanted. At 
first, the witness diverted, saying that if someone 
approaches you with a weapon you will give them 
what they want, before finally accepting the Lead 
Counsel’s statement. The Lead Counsel continued 
pressing whether these actions were unlawful, but 
the witness continued to argue that he and his 
officers were not armed and therefore had no choice. 
However, upon further questioning, he acknowledged 
that he had never been threatened with a gun, 
because, according to him, he was never there at 
night when the detainees were dropped off. 

When asked if he ever tried to stop detainees being 
dropped off and picked up outside hours, he claimed 
he would have lost his life. However, under further 
clarification, he said it was actually his officers who 
would have been killed. He alluded to a time when 
an officer on duty told him that he had been put at 
gunpoint. He again blamed the situation on mass 
arrests and detentions that he could not control, 
saying that he was focused on making sure his 
officers, and himself, were secure. After further back 
and forth, the witness agreed that he was afraid to 
challenge the security officers because he believed 
they would be killed. Specifically, he said it was the 
officers who came with their guns who worried him, 
but that they were the only ones who knew where 
their authority derived from. When asked point blank 
however, he acknowledged that Yahya Jammeh 
was, at that time, the commander in chief. He also 
admitted that the former President was Yankuba 
Badjie’s (the head of the NIA) boss, although he was 
again reticent to say the name Yahya Jammeh. 

However, he continued to refuse to admit that the 
officers who received prisoners said that they got 
their orders from the then President. He claimed 
that he was part of the same system in that he did 
not want to die. He said that it was Yahya Jammeh’s 
system insofar as he was the President, but refused 
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to say whether the former President was responsible for 
what was going on, saying he did not know where the 
orders were coming from. 

After further heated exchange, the 
Lead Counsel again alleged that the 
witness was made director general of 
prisons because he would do anything 
to please the former President, 
which explained why Yahya Jammeh 
called Mile 2 Prison his 5-star hotel, 
and David Colley the manager. The 
witness responded that these were 
the President’s words.

The Lead Counsel then charged that the witness’ 
administration of the prisons was characterised by untold 
violations of rights. The witness responded that he was 
following orders, but paradoxically, he was also the man 
in charge at the prison. When pressed on these points, 
he presented a Hobbesian view of the prisons where 
you had to be constantly defending yourself from being 
stabbed or you would be killed. When asked if this is 
how he would describe Yahya Jammeh’s government, the 
witness replied that this is what Yahya Jammeh himself 
said “because he says he owns the prisons.” Defending 
his statement, he said that Yahya Jammeh was in 
charge of the security of the country, which included 
the prisons. When asked if the then President could 
just send anyone he wanted to prison, he said that was 
between the President and the person going to prison. 
The Lead Counsel pointed out that no one would agree 
in a negotiation to go to prison. At this point, the witness 
asked the Lead Counsel what he wanted him to do. 

The Lead Counsel responded that he wanted the witness 
to describe what it was like to be director general of 
prisons under Yahya Jammeh. The witness responded 
that those were difficult times, and that he was the 

“supreme boss of the security of this country.” When 
the Lead Counsel charged that it was a dictatorship, 
the witness refused to offer affirmation, instead 
saying that these were the Lead Counsel’s words. 
The Lead Counsel then began to pin the witness into 
a corner, getting him to admit that the then President 
did whatever he wanted if he had problems with 
someone. The witness again admitted that there was 
never a single paper produced for a detainee, and 
when it was put to him that this was illegal, David 
Colley replied that there was nothing he could do 
about it, “if I bring a snake to you, you will be afraid 
because you know it’ll bite you. So the same thing!”

The Lead Counsel then asked if the witness treated 
the prison as his private house where he could keep 
anyone. The witness denied the charge, but the Lead 
Counsel pointed out that he was called Mansa12 

Colley, which the witness said was just a name. 

The Lead Counsel shot back that 
the witness was a dictator who did 
whatever he wanted in the prisons. 

The witness again, refuted the charge, saying that 
whatever he did in the prisons was in accordance 
with the law. The Lead Counsel, clearly exasperated, 
pointed out this was totally false, ignored the witness’ 
incoherent answer, and again charged that much of 
what he did in the prisons was illegal. 

David Colley once more tried to exclude the detainees 
in the security wing from his responsibilities in the 
prison, but the Lead Counsel cut him off again. Under 
severe pressure, the witness confessed that he 
admitted people in the prisons unlawfully. He tried to 
divert the questioning when asked about the irregular 
hours, which gave the Lead Counsel the opportunity 
to point out that under the witness’ tenure the time 
that the prisoner had to be in their cells went from 
7 pm to 4:45 pm. The witness claimed that the 
4:45 pm time was in the Prisons Act, and the Lead 
Counsel challenged him to show him where this was 
written in the Act.

12Mansa means “ruler” or “king” in Mandinka. 
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As David Colley began looking through the Prisons Act he 
brought to the Commission, the Lead Counsel scrutinised 
the papers the witness had brought, and asked him which 
version of the Act he was using. The witness flipped 
through the pages, looking for a date to no avail. The 
Lead Counsel requested the document, and after flipping 
through it, found that it was the 1964 version, which he 
pointed out was over fifty years old. The witness said it 
was the same as the Lead Counsel’s Prisons Act, but the 
Lead Counsel pointed out that the Act had been amended 
at least twice since 1964, and those amendments would 
not have been included in the witness’ version. The 
witness declared that this was the version he had been 
given when he joined the prison service and that no one 
had informed him of the amendments. 

The Lead Counsel then confirmed that David Colley 
became commissioner of prisons in 1997, and director 
general in 2003. When asked if he was aware of the 
amendments in 2005 and 2008, the witness said that 
he was not given a copy, and that he was just hearing 
about them now. Furthermore, he said it was not his fault 
he was unaware that the laws governing his authority 
had changed. Instead, he said, the minister should have 
given him a copy. 

The Lead Counsel, shaking his head, moved on and 
again charged that the witness did everything to please 
Yahya Jammeh. The witness denied the allegation, saying 
he was doing it to please the government, but he did 
admit it was the government of Yahya Jammeh.  The Lead 
Counsel again charged that he violated the law, to which 
the witness responded that the laws the Lead Counsel 
had and the ones he had were different. The Lead Counsel 
then took the witness’ 1964 version of the Prisons Act, 
and pointed out that he violated the rule on admission 
of inmates. The witness tried to avoid answering the 
question for a while, but eventually acknowledged that 
he was violating the law when he accepted the detainees 
in the prisons.  

However, when asked about whether he violated the law 
regarding detainees visiting the hospital, the witness 
again stated that the detainees had their own security 
and command. When the Lead Counsel said that was 

not true, the witness responded that it was true 
to him. The Lead Counsel then gave him a blank 
sheet of paper and asked him to write the command 
structure for the detainees at the prison. After a few 
moments, he returned the paper on which he had 
written “detainees are not under my control during 
that period of time. They are under the command of 
the security personnel from the army.”

David Colley then contradicted himself, almost in 
the same sentence. First, he stated he was the 
commanding officer at the prison and that he had 
responsibility for the detainees under law and in 
reality, but then, moments later, he claimed that 
the detainees were not under his control. The Lead 
Counsel then read the powers of the director general 
as outlined by the Prisons Act, and then pointed 
out that the witness gave control to unidentified 
individuals in the security forces without asking for 
any documentation. The witness acknowledged that 
was the case, but said that he also had his own boss. 
However, under further questioning he acknowledged 
that the Minister of Interior never asked him to accept 
a detainee into the prison without a warrant nor deny 
detainees access to medical care. Responding to 
a slew of rapid-fire questions, he said the minister 
had never told him to serve prisoners bad food, feed 
prisoners carrion, torture prisoners, or participate in 
the murder of Baba Jobe. 

When the Lead Counsel pointed out that the witness 
had been alleged to have committed these crimes, 
the witness said that his name was mentioned 
because he was a leader. The Lead Counsel did not 
let this go, and again had the witness confess that he 
admitted detainees into the prisons and had allowed 
them to be taken by security forces. On the issue of 
denial of medical care, he insisted that the military 
would bring their own doctors into the prison to care 
for the detainees. However, he could not remember 
who the doctors were. 

The Lead Counsel again accused the witness of 
trafficking in falsehoods to distract the Commission 
and pointed out that Fanta Sanneh13 had testified 

13See TRRC Digest Editions 13 & 14, pages 63 – 71.
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that the witness had struck the name of Seedy Jaiteh 
from the list of prisoners to be taken to the hospital. The 
Lead Counsel then had Fanta Sanneh’s testimony played 
for the Commission. In the clip, Fanta Sanneh explained 
that an inmate by the name of Seedy Jaiteh complained 
of health issues, so his name was added to the list of 
people to be taken to the hospital. However, when the 
list came back from the administrators – specifically 
David Colley - for approval, Seedy Jaiteh’s name had been 
removed. When asked why, Fanta Sanneh said that she 
was told by her commander Wharf Kujabi14 that people did 
not know Seedy Jaiteh’s whereabouts and they wanted to 
keep it from being known that he had been detained. 

Fanta Sanneh confirmed that the 
witness was a political prisoner who 
had been brought in without a warrant, 
and that by striking his name from the 
list Seedy Jaiteh was denied medical 
care. 

After the clip finished, the Lead Counsel asked David 
Colley if Fanta Sanneh had been lying. The witness 
responded that it was “to my surprise.” The Lead 
Counsel then read from the statement of Lamin Korta, 
who testified that inmates would be given paracetamol 
for any ailments, and only taken to the hospital when the 
situation was incredibly serious. The two medics in the 
prison, he testified, were Bakary Wharf Kujabi and James 
Jarju, both of whom were locally trained and originally 
from Kanilai. The Lead Counsel then asked the witness if 
Lamin Korta’s testimony was true. 

David Colley disputed that Bakary Wharf Kujabi was a 
citizen of Kanilai, but initially did not deny that medical 
treatment was denied to prisoners. However, he also 
did not accept the statement, instead claiming that a 
doctor named Sonko would come from the police to 
treat inmates. The Lead Counsel again reminded David 
Colley he was under oath. The witness insisted he was 
speaking the truth, and that a doctor from the police by 
the surname Sonko would visit the prison between 5 and 

10 years ago. The witness continued to ramble until 
the Lead Counsel cut him off again, demanding he 
answer the question of whether he denied prisoners 
access to the hospital. 

However, the witness still did not respond to the 
question and continued to discuss the doctor named 
Sonko, who he said was recommended by the visiting 
prisons committee and the prison council. He then 
changed topics slightly and said that when there 
was no medicine, they would ask prisoners if their 
families could help provide the funds to buy drugs 
from pharmacies outside the prison. The Lead 
Counsel again repeated his question, which the 
witness stated he had answered. Finally, the witness 
alleged that Fanta Sanneh’s testimony was untrue, 
and that Lamin Korta would not be aware of the issue 
as he was in the records office.

The Lead Counsel pointed out that logic would 
not apply to Fanta Sanneh, who was working as a 
prison medic when she said she saw David Colley 
deny Seedy Jaiteh access to the hospital in 2016. 
The witness responded that he was moved out of 
the system in 2016, but the Lead Counsel remarked 
that this was false, and that he was removed from 
the position of director general in 2017. The witness 
dug in his heels, but regardless of the evidence the 
Lead Counsel presented, the witness continued to 
waffle and avoid any responsibility, confusing the 
Lead Counsel, the Commissioners, and even himself 
with the dates of his service in the process.

The Lead Counsel then asked that the testimony of 
Lamin Jah be played, but they could not find the right 
clips, so the Lead Counsel repeated the testimony 
of Lamin Sowe, who claimed that it was normal for 
detainees to be denied access to the hospital. The 
witness said the Commission was the first place he 
heard of this, claiming that he was never informed, 
and that he never denied anyone a hospital visit.

However, when the Lead Counsel tried to move on, 
the witness stuck to the issue, saying again that 
if there were no drugs in the infirmary, they would 

14Sometimes spelt Walf Kujabi in media reports.
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ask inmates families to procure the medicine. The Lead 
Counsel charged that David Colley was wasting the 
Commission’s time, and that the allegation was that 
he had denied them access to the hospital, which the 
witness had denied. Nonetheless the witness continued 
his tedious digression about medicine in the prison 
until the Lead Counsel interrupted and pointed out they 
had evidence that occasionally the witness would order 
a search of the prison and actually take away people’s 
medicine. 

The witness initially denied the allegation, but after 
the Lead Counsel pointed out they had testimony from 
Soriba Conde15 to this effect, he made the bizarre claim 
that prisoners would be given drugs, but would not take 
the drugs, instead hoarding them in their cells. The Lead 
Counsel, clearly exasperated, tried to point out how 
bizarre this claim was, at which point the witness asked 
whether he believed the prisoners or “the compound 
owner.” The Lead Counsel asked if the prison was his 
compound, to which he replied he was the commander 
in charge. When the Lead Counsel accused him of ruling 
the facility like a tyrant, the witness said everything was 
done according to the law. Regarding the confiscating 
of inmate’s medicines, the witness dug deeper, saying 
that inmates were hoarding medicine to overdose. The 
Lead Counsel asked for one instance where an inmate 
overdosed on his drugs, but the witness’ answer was 
incoherent. 

The Lead Counsel then accused the witness of wanting 
to make life difficult for prisoners, pointing to the case 
of Musa Susso, who he put forward was re-arrested, 
brought back into the prisons, and subjected to hard 
labour. The witness said he was just following Musa 
Susso’s warrant. However, the Lead Counsel pointed out 
that Musa Susso was not sentenced for hard labour, and 
alleged that the witness had put him there as punishment 
for making a complaint against the witness. The witness 
asked what the complaints were. The Lead Counsel 
laid out the complains about bringing a rotten cow to 
the prisons for food, allegations he was taking bribes in 
the form of televisions and fuel, and a third allegation 
regarding Ebou Khan. The witness vehemently argued 

with the Lead Counsel over every charge, with the 
Lead Counsel repeating multiple times that these 
were just the allegations made.

The witness then pointed out that these allegations 
had resulted in Musa Susso going to court because 
he lied against a civil servant16, but that he had been 
moved out of the director general position before the 
court case. Musa Susso, who was the only person 
to testify against the witness, who said that there 
had been a list of prisoners and officers who were 
going to testify but then when the time for the court 
case came they all refused to testify. Because there 
were no other witnesses, the Lead Counsel said, the 
witness was acquitted and reinstated. Musa Susso, 
on the other hand, had his pardon withdrawn. David 
Colley again protested these points on technicalities, 
and tried to slow the proceedings, but eventually 
agreed with this series of events.

The Lead Counsel then charged that when Musa 
Susso was brought back into the prison, the witness 
had him put in hard labour as revenge for lodging 
the complaints against him. The witness responded 
with silence. The Lead Counsel asked his questions 
again, to which the witness replied that hard labour 
was always done with a warrant. 

Despite repeated questioning, the 
witness continued to deny that 
he put Musa Susso in hard labour 
regardless of the fact that it was 
not on his warrant. 

Moving on, the Lead Counsel charged that the 
witness unlawfully subjected a number of inmates at 
Mile 2 Prison to torture. The witness at first asked 
if it was in the Prisons Act, then disputed using the 
word “torture”, saying that according to the law they 
could give an inmate up to 12 lashes. When asked 
whether he enforced that law, the witness replied that 
officers in the yard should not have to have him come 

15See TRRC Digest Editions 13 & 14, pages 73 – 79.
16After Musa Susso made his allegations, David Colley took him to court for giving false information to public 
officers. David Colley won the case, with the court deciding that there was little evidence for Musa Susso’s 
allegations – except for the allegation that David Colley had brought a dead bull into the prison to feed prisoners.
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tell them what to do. The Lead Counsel let it be known 
that they received evidence that prisoners were tortured 
three meters from his office, and that he was aware of it 
while it was happening. David Colley again disputed the 
charge, saying that the Lead Counsel would not know if 
something were going on outside the Commission room 
at that moment. 

After a heated exchange, the witness still refused to 
unambiguously say that the inmates were beaten. He 
acknowledged that the prisoners said they were beaten, 
but insisted he did not see it happen as he was in his 
office. He did admit that he heard “the noise of prisoners 
arguing with officers.” The Lead Counsel asked how he 
knew it was the day he was referring to and the witness 
tried to divert the testimony. The Lead Counsel asked him 
point blank whether he ordered the prisoners accused of 
having mobile phones be brought to the headquarters. 
The witness replied that after being tipped off by the NIA 
and finding the mobile, the suspects were brought for 
“cross examination.” When the Lead Counsel asked if 
he saw Soriba Conde or Lamin Jah, the witness initially 
claimed he could not recognise the prisoners. Under 
further questioning however, the witness acknowledged 
that someone had pointed out Lamin Jah, but that “seeing 
and knowing is different.” Finally, he acknowledged that 
he saw them, but then began another digression into 
the sim card on the phone. When the Lead Counsel cut 
him off again, the witness accused the Lead Counsel of 
interrupting him because “there are thing you don’t want 
me to say,” to which the Lead Counsel rebutted that the 
witness was trying to talk about irrelevant issues. 

Moving forward, the witness still claimed he did not 
order the prisoners to go behind his office with senior 
prison officers including Ebrima Jammeh. When the Lead 
Counsel pointed out that he brought them to the location, 
the witness disputed on the technicality that he did not 
personally escort them. At this point the Lead Counsel 
turned to the Chair and said they could not finish the 
testimony today and asked to continue the next day. He 
also told the witness that despite his constant distractions 
and time wasting, they would get to the truth. The witness 
responded that according to him it was the Lead Counsel 
who was wasting time by asking repetitive questions, to 

which the Lead Counsel responded that the witness’ 
responses were different every time. The Chair then 
accepted the proposition and ended the testimony 
for the day. 

However, before doing so he 
seconded the Lead Counsel’s 
comments on getting to the truth, 
and added that the witness was 
“the personification of the tragedy 
that befell The Gambia.”

The next morning the Lead Counsel picked up where 
they left off, asking the witness what happened during 
the incident where inmates were tortured behind his 
headquarters. The witness responded that he heard 
that prisoners were brought to the place, but that he 
was in his office attending to visitors, and while he 
heard shouting, he was concentrating on his work 
and could not say what happened. After the visitors 
left, he said, he did not hear anything from outside 
and learned the prisoners had been returned to the 
main yard. 

The Lead Counsel then accused the witness of lying 
to the Commission. The witness predictably denied 
the charge, at which point the Lead Counsel pointed 
out that the witness testified that he had “heard” 
the prisoners had been brought behind his office, but 
they had received testimony that he had ordered the 
prisoners brought there. He then asked that a clip 
from the testimony of Ebrima Jammeh17 be played for 
the Commission. 

In the clip, Ebrima Jammeh confessed to participating 
in physical torture at Mile 2 Prison. When asked for 
more details, he described how one day the director 
general instructed him, Chief Officer Kalilu Sanneh, 
Lamin Jabang, and Yahya Jarju to bring prisoners who 
had been caught with a mobile phone and drugs to 
the headquarters to take their statement and “get to 
the bottom of the truth.”

17See TRRC Digest Editions 13 & 14, pages 132 -142.
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The Lead Counsel then looked to David Colley, who soon 
agreed that he instructed for the prisoners to be brought 
to headquarters. When the Lead Counsel pointed out 
that he had just contradicted his previous statement, the 
witness claimed he was talking about a different date. 
When asked to explain, he said the day he heard the 
shouting outside his office was the day after the prisoners 
were found with the contraband. 

The Lead Counsel then accused the 
witness of playing games with the 
Commission, after which the witness 
did acknowledge that he gave the order 
to bring the prisoners to headquarters 
and they were brought behind his 
office. 

However, when the Lead Counsel asked about the 
presence of recruits, the witness insisted he only assigned 
senior officers who might have invited other people to 
join them. The Lead Counsel again accused the witness 
of lying, pointing out that in his first statement he had 
indicated that he ordered the recruits to do the search of 
the cells for the contraband. The witness acknowledged 
that he went to Ebrima Jammeh, who was the training 
school commander, to go with some recruits. When he 
tried to speak further, the Lead Counsel cut him off, 
accusing him of trying to answer different questions. The 
witness then acknowledged that Ebrima Jammeh, with 
the recruits, brought the inmates to the headquarters, 
but he refused to say that this was the same group that 
was behind his office, again claiming ignorance of what 
transpired. 

The Lead Counsel then accused him, 
again, of giving a false story in the 
hopes of avoiding responsibility. 

The witness responded that his role was to conduct the 
search, but the Lead Counsel again challenged him that 
he ordered the prisoner to be tortured to confess and 

produce the mobile phones. The witness shot back 
that no one was beaten during the search, which the 
Lead counsel pointed out that was not the charge 
against him. The witness continued to deny that he 
saw what happened outside his office. When asked if 
he was aware they were behind his office, he refused 
to give a straight answer until the Lead Counsel 
demanded he answer yes or no, at which point he 
answered yes. The witness confirmed that he had 
also heard arguments, shouting and crying, but said 
he could not say whether they had been beaten. 

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness why grown 
adults would start crying if they were not beaten. The 
witness avoided the question, saying he had a visitor 
in his office, and that he figured the officers would 
report to him after they finished their actions. The 
Lead Counsel then changed tracks somewhat, asking 
the witness whether he believed the beating of the 
inmates was lawful. The witness confirmed that in 
his opinion, if a prisoner refuses to confess despite 
physical evidence, it was lawful to beat the prisoner. 
Asked for more details, he said that it was necessary 
to bring the prisoners away from other prisoners so 
they would speak freely. 

After a confusing back and forth, the witness said 
there was a struggle where the prisoners had tried 
to destroy the mobile phone, and this was also the 
cause of their beating. However, he could not say 
whether a prisoner had actually attacked a prison 
officer. When asked if it was justified to beat the 
prisoners in this case, the witness cited self-defence, 
but the Lead Counsel pointed out that according to 
his understanding, the prisoners had not attacked the 
prison officers. Nonetheless, the witness responded 
that it was still justified to beat the prisoners with 12 
lashes. He said the officers knew the Act and knew 
this to be allowed. The witness then acknowledged 
that officers he had designated beat the prisoners 
behind his office.

The Lead Counsel then thanked the witness for finally 
admitting he was aware of the beatings. The witness 
said that their investigations were permitted by the 
law, at which point the Lead Counsel pointed out that 
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it was unlawful to beat prisoners together as a group. 
The witness vacillated between knowing and not knowing 
this section of the law, before again placing blame for any 
wrongdoing on the officers. 

Upon further questioning, David Colley 
said that if they were given 12 lashes, 
they would confess, after which 
the Lead Counsel pointed out that 
beating someone with the objective 
of extracting a confession was 
torture. The witness said that he took 
responsibility for the torture at Mile 2 
Prison as the commanding officer. 

Moving on, the Lead Counsel asked the witness if he 
extended this treatment to the prison officers. The witness 
categorically denied the charge. When asked if he would 
imprison them unlawfully, he said that according to the 
law, when an officer is accused of a crime and denies it 
during questioning, they would be imprisoned. The Lead 
Counsel then brought up the case of Anabi Jammeh18. The 
witness said he was aware of Anabi Jammeh’s detention 
in the security wing of Mile 2. When asked where in the 
Act he was given the authority to detain a prison officer in 
the security wing, the witness began flipping through the 
pages of the Act, then started reading that any prisoner 
officer may be detained in staff quarters, the guard room, 
or the remand wing. The witness acknowledged that the 
security wing was not listed as a place where officers 
would be detained, but continued to sputter about the 
law.

The Lead Counsel interrupted him and pointed out that 
the law gave three places an officer could be detained, 
which did not include confinement. The witness, however, 
insisted that it was up to his discretion, claiming that if he 
believed the officer would tamper with the investigation 
in remand, he could put him in confinement. He said 
this was not in the law, but he could use his discretion. 
He said that even if it was against the law, he informed 
the relevant authorities. He denied that the officer was 

detained in the security wing to punish him. The 
witness continued to divert the conversation to 
the point where the Lead Counsel eventually said 
the Commission had enough information to judge 
whether the witness acted with authority or not. 

Moving on, David Colley confirmed that he knew a 
person named Ebou Khan who used to run a gas 
station. When asked if he took fuel there, the witness 
responded that he was a friend, and “whenever 
I request for him to help with fuel he would always 
do so.” The Lead Counsel charged that the fuel was 
a bribe to treat Musa Susso well in prison, but the 
witness denied they ever discussed the issue. When 
asked how he knew Ebou Khan, the witness said that 
when Ebou Khan came to the prison to visit Musa 
Susso, he came by the witness’ office and told him 
that whenever he needed assistance with fuel he 
should come to the station. However, he denied that 
he ever sat in his office with both Musa Susso and 
Ebou Khan. When the Lead Counsel pointed out that 
he had denied the charge that he was given fuel by 
Ebou Khan during his court case, the witness tried to 
divert the questioning by quarrelling over the venue 
of the court case. He refused to answer when asked 
point blank whether he was being bribed to give 
Musa Susso better treatment, instead responding by 
saying that beyond freedom, prisoners did not want 
for much else. The Lead Counsel pointed out this was 
ridiculous, saying there were allegations the witness 
would take bribes in exchange for family visits.

Continuing his circular logic, the witness came back 
to asking what were the bribes he was accused of 
accepting or soliciting. At first the Lead Counsel 
answered, before reminding the witness that he 
was the one asking the questions. The witness 
acknowledged that officers were charged for taking 
bribes. When the Lead Counsel brought up the four 
televisions given to the prison, with one earmarked 
for David Colley, the witness claimed it was legal 
because it was for the comfort of the prisoners and 
the prison officers. He subsequently included himself 
in the category of prison officers, and insisted the 
government did not spend a dime on the prisoners. 

18Abdou “Anabi” Jammeh testified in session 14. See TRRC Digest Editions 13 & 14, pages 167 – 174.
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The Lead Counsel pointed out that in his first testimony, 
David Colley testified that it was a friend who brought the 
televisions, but now he had accepted it was Baba Jobe’s 
family. 

The witness responded “no,” but after 
a quick back and forth, he admitted 
that the TV, which was put in his 
office, was from a family member of a 
prisoner, and was for his comfort. 

The Lead Counsel said this was indeed a bribe. The 
witness disagreed, saying it would only be a bribe if he 
took it home. The Lead Counsel then asked about the 
generator, at which point the witness stumbled over his 
defence that he had visitors at his house and did not 
have electricity, which was why he “borrowed” the prison 
generator. He claimed it broke down the first day he 
borrowed it, so he took it to the mechanic to fix.

David Colley then spoke in rapid fire Jola, some of which 
was not translated by the interpreter. The Lead Counsel 
said they would check with the electricity company to see 
if indeed his house did not have electricity during the 
relevant time period. The witness insisted he was telling 
the truth and denied that Baba Jobe’s family bought 
the generator for him, saying that Baba Jobe’s wife was 
lying. When asked about the fuel from Ebou Khan, the 
witness began another digression into his comfort, but 
the Lead Counsel cut him off, pointing out that under 
the law he was accepting the bribe. The witness retorted 
that outsiders coming to support the prison in a time of 
need was a normal way for the government of the day to 
function. He acknowledged that the government should 
be the one providing funding, but continued to insist that 
accepting outside resources to make the administration 
run more smoothly was acceptable.

After lunch, the Lead Counsel told the witness he wanted 
to discuss his relationship with the former President, 
Yahya Jammeh. At first the witness was completely silent, 
but after being asked a few times, he responded that he 
normally did not have discussions with Yahya Jammeh 

and that things would be communicated through the 
minister. When asked what kinds of things the minister 
would say Yahya Jammeh needed, the witness began 
to describe the process for pardoning prisoners. The 
Lead Counsel cut him off again. After a brief back 
and forth about where the witness should be facing, 
David Colley again denied that he ever received 
directives directly from the former President. 

After another diversion, the witness said his 
communications with the minister would be about 
official matters, such as having international 
journalists visit the prison. The witness was unclear 
whether these communications would be in writing 
or orally, saying at first that he only used to write, but 
that the minister would also call him on the phone. 

When the Lead Counsel asked if they would call the 
witness when bringing in a detainee, he vociferously 
and repeatedly denied that he had advance knowledge 
when detainees were being admitted. When asked 
about the admittance procedures, he claimed he had 
no control over the matter. Under further questioning 
he said he knew the law’s provisions on admission, 
custody, and removal of prisoners, and he knew the 
law did not permit him to admit the prisoners, but he 
said his hands were tied. 

He testified that upon knowing 
that detainees had been admitted, 
he would call the then Minister of 
Interior Ousman Sonko who would 
tell him to just accept it and move 
on. 

He declined to answer where the minister derived 
this authority. 

The witness then became defensive, acknowledging 
that this was not normal procedure, but asking the 
Lead Counsel what he expected him to do. The Lead 
Counsel responded that he expected the witness 
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to tell those involved that their actions were unlawful. 
The witness agreed that he was a party to unlawful 
detention, but that apart from informing the minister, he 
had no other options. He acknowledged that detainees 
would be kept for as long as those who brought them 
into the prison wanted. When charged that he essentially 
ceded the authority to deal with detainees to the NIA, 
Junglers, and the minister, the witness responded that 
he did not have a formal agreement and therefore there 
was no consensus. He again claimed that he lodged his 
complaints with the minister. When it was pointed out 
that he could have asked for a warrant, he again claimed 
that the detainees were brought in at night, and those 
that deposited them were well armed. 

The Lead Counsel then charged that the witness helped 
establish a system to aid the government illegally detain 
people, suggesting that Lamin Sowe would be sent to 
receive the detainees at night. The witness responded 
that everything was reported to him after the fact. 
The Lead Counsel charged that it was done under his 
direction, but the witness again deflected, saying that 
he brought the issue up with the minister and complied 
with his superior’s orders. He admitted that he instructed 
those under him to comply with those who brought the 
detainees, saying it was because he did not want them 
to get into trouble. The Lead Counsel then explained 
that Lamin Sowe had testified that the witness would 
call with instructions to admit the detainees. The witness 
disputed the Lead Counsel’s phrasing before again 
denying that he called before. Instead, he explained he 
made a general address at parade that if anyone on duty 
“wilfully and arrogantly refused to accept, whatever you 
got as a consequence, you needed it.”

When asked how Lamin Sowe would know to go to 
the prison at night to admit the prisoners, the witness 
explained that Lamin Sowe went to the prisons at night 
for inspection, and that it just happened to coincide with 
when they were bringing in detainees. The Lead Counsel 
then asked for a clip of Lamin Sowe’s testimony to be 
played to the Commission in which he described how NIA 
agents would drop off detainees at the security wing. In 
the clip, Lamin Sowe acknowledged it was unlawful to 
admit the detainees without documentation. The witness 

interrupted, exclaiming that he had already testified 
that this was true. The clip continued, and Lamin 
Sowe explained that in 2007 a prison officer named 
Ebrima Ceesay tried to reject the re-admittance of 
Lang Tombong Tamba, and as a result was nearly 
shot and ended up losing his job.

David Colley then alleged that it was Lamin Sowe 
who had fired Ebrima Ceesay. The Lead Counsel 
pointed out that in his statement, the witness had 
said that Yankuba Badjie, the head of the NIA at 
the time, sacked Ebrima Ceesay after he called the 
witness to express his displeasure. In his statement 
the witness said he was unable to do anything about 
it because there had been a circular that instructed 
the NIA to take over authority of the prison. The 
witness affirmed that what the Lead Counsel read 
was correct, and then contradicting his statement 
from moments ago, denied he ever said it had been 
Lamin Sowe who had fired Ebrima Ceesay.

The Lead Counsel then had another clip played from 
the testimony of Lamin Sowe in which he described 
how detainees were kept in the maximum-security 
wing and not allowed family visits, outside food, or 
sometimes even hospital visits. When asked whether 
the testimony was true, David Colley responded 
that he had no control and “these people” had 
their own command, referring to the security wing. 
The Lead Counsel responded that Lamin Sowe had 
also testified that the witness would tell him that he 
received his instructions from the State House. The 
witness disputed this, saying that they believed the 
NIA was under the office of the President, but that 
they had their own office. The Lead Counsel then 
grilled him on this point, until he eventually admitted 
that the NIA was indeed under the President’s office. 

Moving on, the Lead Counsel asked the witness if he 
remembered any of his orderlies from 2010 to 2016. 
Initially, the witness said he could not remember 
anyone’s names as they changed frequently, but, after 
prodding, he remembered a man named PO Sanneh. 
The Lead Counsel offered identifiers, but the witness 
said he could not remember exactly. Eventually 
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he agreed his name was Lamin Sanneh, and said he 
remembered him because he spent the most time as an 
orderly, and in fact continued working as an orderly under 
the next director general. He explained that his orderlies 
generally accompanied him, but said they did not follow 
him outside the country or to major conferences. When 
the Lead Counsel asked if the orderlies could perform 
duties without his authorisation, the witness replied that 
there were general duties they could assign if he were 
not present. The Lead Counsel accused the witness of 
not being honest, and pointed out that there are already 
people listed for general duties. The witness tentatively 
agreed, but said that when there was an emergency, his 
orderlies would sometimes join those on general duties. 
He confirmed that he would be the one to order an orderly 
to leave their duties and assist in such a situation. 

When asked about Baba Jobe being admitted to the 
hospital, the witness waffled, saying that it happened 
many times, before finally acknowledging that was where 
he died. The Lead Counsel explained that Baba Jobe was 
guarded by a prison officer, and described how officers 
in general were divided into various duties that were 
outlined in a weekly duty roster that was drafted by junior 
officers. The witness agreed with his characterisation 
and said that the officers assigned to guard Baba Jobe 
in the hospital were written on this roster. However, he 
insinuated that if his orderlies were sitting around without 
tasks, they would sometimes go assist in guard duties if 
there were a staff shortage. 

When asked if he instructed his orderly to guard Baba 
Jobe at the hospital, the witness demurring, argued that 
all he had said was that if there was a gap, they were to 
find another officer to conduct the guard because of the 
issue of escapees. The Lead Counsel then accused David 
Colley of changing his testimony, which he denied. After 
a heated exchange, the witness acknowledged that he 
sent his orderly to the hospital to guard Baba Jobe. When 
the Lead Counsel pointed out that this was not the role 
of an orderly, the witness responded that he would have 
sent anyone who was a prison officer who he trusted. 
After avoiding the question, the witness admitted that he 
was close to Lamin Sanneh. 

The Lead Counsel then charged 
that the witness had sent Lamin 
Sanneh to be at the hospital that 
night so he could let the Junglers 

enter and kill Baba Jobe.

David Colley neither confirmed nor denied this. 
Instead, his first response was to ask whether it was 
Lamin Sanneh who had supplied this information 
to the Commission. After another tense exchange 
where the witness pretended to not understand the 
question, the witness then denied he ever gave such 
an order. The Lead Counsel repeated again that the 
witness removed the guard who was on duty there, 
and sent in his orderly because he could trust him. 
As the witness continued to deny the allegation, the 
Lead Counsel began reading from a statement, which 
he later revealed was Lamin Sanneh’s. 

In the statement, Lamin Sanneh stated that he 
was called by David Colley and told to report to the 
hospital. He said he was suspicious as this would 
normally be the job of whoever was on shift and he 
was an orderly. The fact that only Baba Kajali Jobe 
was admitted to the hospital was also lingering on 
his mind. When he got to the hospital, the statement 
read, he found two prison officers, one of whom was 
Inspector Ismaila. At the time, he thought he was 
being sacrificed by the director general to let Baba 
Jobe escape. After the final check up from the doctor 
around 11 pm, the doctor said they wanted to spray 
the room to remove the mosquitos. Around midnight, 
they re-entered the room and Baba Jobe got into bed. 
Soon after, his phone rang and he went outside to 
take the call as service was bad inside the room. 
On the line was David Colley, asking him to “let 
those coming for Baba Jobe to get into the room.” 
According to his statement, as he was on the phone, 
he encountered a group of seven men. They asked 
where Baba Jobe was, and Lamin Sanneh told them 
he was sleeping. He recognised one of them as a 
Fula man named Oya19 who used to live at Hamza 
barracks. Six of the men entered Baba Jobe’s room, 
and one stayed with him. 

19“Oya” is former Jungler Omar Jallow’s nickname. Confessed to having participated in enforced disappearance, 
extrajudicial killings and torture. Arrested in May 2017 and released on 10th August 2019 from detention following 
recommendation from the then Minister of Justice Abubacarr Tambadou after his testimony at the TRRC.
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After the men left, his statement read, he went back 
into the room and noticed that Baba Jobe’s position had 
changed on the bed. He waited until the next morning 
to hear what the doctor had to say, wondering what had 
happened the night before. When he asked, the doctor 
did not utter a word. Instead Baba Jobe was taken to the 
mortuary, and Lamin Sanneh said he went back to the 
prison where he told then Operations Commander Sowe 
that Baba Jobe had passed away. However, he did not 
disclose to anyone what he had seen the night before. 
According to Lamin Sanneh’s statement, David Colley 
never mentioned the issue to him, instead, “he pretends 
as if nothing has happened.”

After reading Lamin Sanneh’s 
statement, the Lead Counsel charged 
that David Colley was a murderer for 
participating in the killing of Baba 

Jobe. The witness said this depended 
on the way the Lead Counsel 

saw things. 

Under further questioning, he said he could not dispute 
that Lamin Sanneh was there when Baba Jobe was killed, 
as he himself was not present. The witness insisted he 
sent Lamin Sanneh because he trusted him. The Lead 
Counsel agreed, reasoning that the witness trusted that 
Lamin Sanneh would not tell anyone else what happened 
that night. When he continued to say he “knew” about it, 
the Lead Counsel charged that he did not just “know” 
about it, he ordered it. The witness shot back that Lamin 
Sanneh never informed him of what happened. The Lead 
Counsel argued that the witness sent Lamin Sanneh 
to the hospital for a specific purpose. The witness 
interjected that purpose was to be a guard. When they 
requested an officer, he said, he sent Lamin Sanneh. The 
Lead Counsel pointed out that two days earlier when they 
needed a guard he did not send his orderly. 

The witness maintained that he sent Lamin Sanneh 
because he trusted him, but refuted that he sent him 
to let the Junglers murder Baba Jobe. He then tried to 

discuss what happened after he was informed that 
Baba Jobe had died, but the Lead Counsel told him 
to focus on what happened before Baba Jobe was 
killed. He continued to deny that he ordered Lamin 
Sanneh to allow the Junglers into Baba Jobe’s room 
to murder him. At this point the Lead Counsel said 
the evidence had been presented to the Commission, 
and it was now up to them to make up their findings. 
He ended his questioning.

The Chair confirmed that David Colley was director 
general in November 2014 before asking who gave 
the orders for the special rapporteur from the United 
Nations Human Rights Commission be denied access 
to the security wing20. The witness characteristically 
skirted the question, saying that it was the ministry 
that allowed the team from Geneva to visit. When 
asked again, he replied that they had come as a team 
and the ministry and other agencies were involved 
with their visit. 

The Lead Counsel interrupted, saying that David 
Colley’s administration was the worst in the history of 
Gambia Prisons Service. As he detailed the horrible 
state of the prisons, David Colley replied he found 
it that way. The Lead Counsel went on to narrate 
how when officials from the new government visited 
the prison, they were shocked by the conditions. 
The witness interjected that the government owned 
the prisons and that he had requested funds for 
renovation, but to no avail. He denied the Lead 
Counsel’s subsequent charge that he did what Yahya 
Jammeh wanted him to do by keeping the prisons 
in such a horrible state for the former President’s 
opponents. He denied that this was the reason he 
was sacked in February 2017. 

The Lead Counsel then brought out the witness’ 
personal file and found a letter from the Personal 
Management Office, PMO dated 24th February 2017. 
Before he began reading from it, he had the witness 
confirm it was his termination letter, which he did 
reluctantly. The Lead Counsel then read from the 
letter, which said that “following a visit to Mile 2 
Central Prison and the discovery of the horrible prison 
conditions which amount to gross negligence of duties 

20In November 2014 the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Torture was denied access to the security wing of 
Mile 2 Prison. See UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights - UN human rights team prevented from 
completing torture and killing investigation
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on your part … his excellency the President has decided 
to terminate your services with the Gambia government.” 
The witness tried to defend himself by saying that was 
the duty of the government, but the Lead Counsel cut him 
off, saying his questioning was over.

Before the Chair continued with his questioning, he asked 
the Lead Counsel if in David Colley’s personal file they 
found a certificate of graduation from grade 9. The Lead 
Counsel responded that the certificate was conspicuously 
missing. The witness claimed that the certificate was at 
his house and that he would bring it the next day. 

Deputy Chair Sosseh-Gaye then took the floor. She pointed 
out that this was a historical occasion for the prisons as 
they were built in 1920, making them 100 years old. She 
then asked David Colley how long the training to be a 
prison officer was. He responded that it depended on the 
certifications and applications of the officers. She then 
said they had received testimony of an officer who was 
recruited without an appointment letter and dismissed 
without a termination letter. He avoided answering the 
question directly, saying that the procedures were there.  
She said his responses were not clear, but did not follow 
up. She went on to ask why, when he heard shouts and 
cries from the back of his office, he did not go to see 
what was happening. He repeated that he had a visitor 
that day, and he figured his officers would give him a 
report after it was finished.

Commissioner Imam Sey put it to the witness that Baba 
Jobe’s wife and brother Ebrima Jobe had bribed him with 
the hope that the husband/ brother would be taken care 
of. However, the witness had other intentions, adding 
“Look at where you ended up putting Baba Jobe?” The 
witness responded that when he heard Baba Jobe had 
passed, he called his minister, then the nursing officer, 
Bakary Wharf Kujabi, to ask what about the cause of 
death. However, according to the witness, Bakary Wharf 
Kujabi could not tell him because Baba Jobe’s relatives 
did not want a post mortem done. The witness claimed 
he called the minister and told him to do the post 
mortem because he wanted to know the root cause of 
Baba Jobe’s death.

Then Commissioner Kinteh took over the floor and 
asked the witness who had told him to send his orderly 
to guard Baba Jobe at the hospital that fateful night. 
The witness responded that it was his minister21 who, 
according to him, reasoned they needed someone 
because sometimes the guards would fall asleep and 
prisoners would escape. He confirmed that he sent 
Lamin Sanneh directly on the order of the Ministry 
of Interior. Commissioner Kinteh pointed out that 
prisoners had escaped when there were two guards 
posted, so why in this case, did he not post a second 
person alongside Lamin Sanneh? The witness replied 
that was the responsibility of the officers controlling 
the shift. The Commissioner rebutted that it was not 
even his role to send people directly to guard duty, 
so why did he send one person to be the sole guard? 
After the witness deflected, Commissioner Kinteh 
repeated the question more directly, but the witness 
continued to avoid the question, instead arguing that 
Lamin Sanneh should have reported to him after 
Baba Jobe was found dead.  The Commissioner then 
followed up, asking the witness why he never brought 
the issue up with Lamin Sanneh himself. The witness 
responded that he was concentrating on the minister 
and the medical officer, and continued his digression 
on the post mortem. The Commissioner interrupted 
and charged that the witness was only pretending 
to be concerned about the post mortem, and that in 
fact he got very lucky that Baba Jobe’s family rejected 
they investigate the cause of death.

Commissioner Kinteh then moved on, asking the 
witness how he never asked the identity of the 
well-armed security personnel that picked up and 
dropped off prisoners in the middle of the night. 
The witness did not answer the question, instead 
rambling about how he did not know their identity, 
and that they were well armed. When asked about 
his relationship with Lamin Sowe, who was not an 
orderly but was allegedly with him 90 percent of the 
time, the witness confirmed that he trusted Lamin 
Sowe and he was a hardworking officer. Lastly, the 
Commissioner asked why produce from the prison 
farm went to the witness’ house instead of the prison. 

21At the time Ousman Sonko. 
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After again digressing from the question multiple times, 
he then denied that it was taken to his house, instead 
insisting the produce was taken to Mile 2 Headquarters. 
The Commissioner asked if the produce was ever added 
to the prison rations to improve them, and David Colley 
replied that when he was a junior officer, they harvested 
86 bags of clean coos22. When asked how much they 
harvested when he was director, he said he could not 
remember. When Commissioner Kinteh questioned how 
he could remember the harvest from 30 years ago but 
not 5 years ago, the witness said he remembered the 
older figure because that was when he was in the field. 
He again denied that the harvest was taken to his house, 
insisting it went to prison headquarters at Mile 2.

Commissioner Samba then asked the witness his religion 
and David Colley replied that he was Christian. The 
Commissioner then accused the witness of attempting to 
prolong the testimony by stammering when in fact he did 
not stammer in his regular vocal patterns. He denied the 
charge, and again insisted he wanted to conduct a post 
mortem on Baba Jobe because he was very distributed 
by his death. The Commissioner again told the witness 
not to waste time, and used a Gambian proverb to say 
that that he knew exactly what was being discussed but 
was pretending not to. He also asked about the label 
“Mansa Colley,” which the witness said was just a name 
and was normal.

Commissioner Kah then asked the witness if, after 
stopping his formal education at grade nine, he did any 
additional courses. The witness again rambled about his 
training at the field force and his alleged meeting with 
former President Dawda Jawara, but the Commissioner 
cut him off, specifying he was interested in whether the 
witness undertook any professional courses. The witness 
said he took a course in agriculture before applying for the 
prison service. When asked about what was not good in 
the prisons, the witness spoke briefly to the coup (he did 
not specify which one), which made him uncomfortable 
but which he took in good faith.

Next Commissioner Bishop Odico took the floor and 
asked the witness if, as he had testified the first time, the 
actions of the commissioner of prisoners in demanding 
he join the prison service had any impression on him. The 

witness responded that he saw the benefits. When 
asked about whether this impression might have 
made him interested in pursuing positive changes in 
the prisons, he again repeated that the monies were 
never released and ultimately it was the government’s 
responsible to renovate the prisons. Bishop Odico 
then pointed out that the witness had said he had 
sought out donors to build the headquarters, and 
asked why he did not did not also week outside help 
to refurbish the prison. The witness responded that 
he approached Islamic agencies, but, according to 
him, they told him that as Muslims they could not 
help with anything regarding prisons. Therefore, he 
reasoned, he was stuck to only refurbishing the 
prison headquarters.  Bishop Odico then asked the 
witness the difference between the two gates that 
he had tried to define throughout his testimony. The 
witness replied that the army used the gate to the 
maximum-security wing where they used to patrol. 
According to him, the prison officers had the keys to 
the cells in the maximum-security wing, but the army 
was calling the shots, and they would only interact at 
the gate. 

As the witness began his closing remarks there was 
confusion over what language he would speak in. He 
said he has seen the benefits of the TRRC in terms 
of disclosing many issues. He said that in Jawara’s 
time there were also problems, and that he himself 
was detained twice under the new government. 
Nonetheless, he said, he takes everything in good 
faith and said God has designed everything that 
will happen. He said he participated in the 1981 
Commission following the attempted coup d’état, 
and that some senior officers benefited from the 
Commission, but that he did not get a single butut. 
Even this, he said, he took in good faith.  He then 
began to narrate, in excruciating detail, the events at 
the prison during the attempted 1981 coup. He said 
that at the time he was a sergeant stationed at the 
gate and was put at gunpoint to compel him to open 
the gate for the rebels to access the main yard. After 
a confusing series of events, the keys were given to 
the rebels, who took a prisoner named Danso. During 
the coup attempt, he said, he was beaten up and 
afterwards admitted to the hospital. According to him, 

22Also known as millet.
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they even tried to kill him when he was in the hospital, 
but an Aku nurse who hid him under a bed saved him. 

The Chair then asked the witness to shorten his concluding 
remarks and he then asked for the government to help 
him with his living arrangements because he has been 
denied his benefits. He said he is surviving on money 
sent from one of his sons who plays football in the 
United Kingdom. He again pleaded for help before ending 
his testimony. The Chair then thanked the witness for 
appearing before the Commission.

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary detention
David Colley (the witness), Ousman Sonko

Torture
David Colley (the witness)

Corruption
David Colley (the witness)

Arbitrary dismissal (of Ebrima Ceesay)
Yankuba Badjie
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WITNESS NAME: Lamin SAIDYKHAN

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 8th July 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Unlawful arrest of the witness; 
accidents caused by the presidential convoy and “throwing 
away” of biscuits and T-Shirts by Yahya Jammeh; the 
witness’ unlawful dismissal and the impact on him and 
his family

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Motorcycle escort

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Driver at State House, 
Acting Motor Transport Officer, Motor Transport Officer 

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Motor Transport 
Officer at State House

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

The witness began his testimony by introducing himself. 
He said he was born in Jarra Sankuya in Lower River 
Region, LRR, in 1968, and lived in Tallinding at the time 
of his testimony. He further stated that he was presently 
the Motor Transport Officer, MTO, at State House of 
military and convoy vehicles as well as civilian drivers 
and military drivers. 

When asked to give the Commission a brief run-through of 
his professional background in the army, the witness said 
he joined the army in 1991, in the former gendarmerie 
and was promoted to the position of lance corporal 
after completing six months of training and assigned 
to the garage at the Bakau camp otherwise known as 
Fajara Barracks. After the coup in 1994, he was moved 
to Yundum when the gendarmerie was dissolved. He 
remained at Bakau for a long time (the witness could not 
recall how long) before being moved to State House.

Lamin Saidykhan went on to explain that he was trained 
as a convoy driver to accompany Yahya Jammeh’s convoy. 
He added that the overall commander was the State 
Guard commander but their unit commander was the 
late Lieutenant Mam Biram Sam. He highlighted that they 
were almost up to a hundred or more drivers comprising 

of both civilian and military officers, adding that the 
military drivers were divided into plainclothes and 
military though there was no difference in their roles. 

The witness moved on to describe the formation of 
the convoy. The first outriders, called the ‘sweepers’, 
consisted of riders on motor bicycles and a vehicle 
with communication devices. They rode in front to 
clear the way and inform the other convoy drivers of 
any obstacles on the road.  The car directly behind 
them carried the State Guard commander, followed by 
a vehicle with plainclothes officers. Yahya Jammeh’s 
car came after them, preceding another carrying 
plainclothes officers. The final vehicles in the convoy 
consisted of the former President’s reserves and two 
or three cars carrying his personal belongings. When 
probed further, the witness explained that the person 
in the car with Yahya Jammeh was usually his personal 
bodyguard and had a communication set. He also 
confirmed that Musa Jammeh23, Alagie Martin24, or 
Umpa Mendy25 were among Yahya Jammeh principal 
bodyguards who rode in the Presidential car with him.
When asked, the witness affirmed that there were 
times that the vehicles flanked on either side of the 
presidential vehicle and confirmed the Counsel’s 
suspicion that, when the road was narrow, the 
vehicles flanking the former President’s car would be 
riding off the road and that there has been instances 
when pedestrians and motorists were hit. 

Moving on, the Counsel asked the witness about 
moving up the ladder. He explained that when their 
former MTO died, there were three or four individuals 

23Musa Jammeh aka “Maliamoogoo” (deceased) was a major in the Gambia National Army and was at some point responsible for the personal 
protection of Yahya Jammeh and later appointed as security chief of the Gambia Football Federation. He has been accused of committing gross 
human rights violations including torture and extrajudicial killings. 
24Alagie Martin (aka Lagos) is a former sergeant in the Gambia National Army. He has been accused of torture.
25Umpa Mendy was a general in the Gambia Armed Forces and principal protection officer of Yahya Jammeh. He was charged with desertion in 
2018 after returning from Equatorial Guinea. He had accompanied Jammeh when he was forced into exile in 2017. Umpa Mendy was acquitted of 
desertion charges in 2019.
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who had seniority but they were not prepared to accept 
the position. He said he believes they might have been 
afraid. When probed further, Lamin Saidykhan stated 
that they were afraid because during those days, when 
you were in that position, you could be dismissed or 
imprisoned. 

He gave the example of two incidents 
involving two drivers: Yaya Sawaneh and 
Ebou Colley. One of them was locked 
up at Mile 2 Prison and the other 
dismissed for driving the car carrying 
the First Lady over a slab. 

When asked if the vehicle was damaged or if anyone was 
injured, the witness responded in the negative.

Following up, the Counsel asked if due process was 
followed before the driver was sent to prison. The witness 
said that even he, the supervisor, was not aware of the 
driver being sent to prison. He found out the next day 
when he enquired about them. He added that the driver 
was there for five to six months after which he continued 
work as normal. When asked, he said the commander at 
the time was Serign Modou Njie. 

The witness also cited another incident where two drivers 
that drove Yahya Jammeh’s mother-in-law to Senegal 
were dismissed for smoking outside the car while waiting 
for paperwork to be processed at the border checkpoint. 
When asked if he thinks that was probable cause for 
a dismissal, the witness responded in the negative. He 
also recalled an incident involving then State House 
Commander, Alagie Martin who was verbally abused by 
Yahya Jammeh because the travel documents needed to 
transport charity meant for distribution to mosques in 
the north bank was late. The witness then stated that 
that the former President strongly believed in handing out 
charities of different kinds and that he would regularly 
be asked to prepare truckloads of charity to be taken to 
different places. 

Explaining how he felt about his senior being 
insulted in front of him whilst he was acting MTO, 
Lamin Saidykhan stated that at that time at the 
State House, anything could come your way. He 
confirmed that this was the reason no one wanted 
to accept the position of MTO and highlighted that 
he later regretted accepting it himself because of the 
difficulties he had encountered as a result.

When asked to tell the Commission about some of 
the difficulties he referred to, the witness recalled 
the time he was locked up at Fajara Barracks for a 
few days. He had been praying in the mosque with 
his mobile phone on silent, and thus had failed to 
answer when he was called to prepare the convoy. He 
added that the late Musa Jammeh told him “So you 
have time for prayers. Here, the President is wanting 
to go out and he cannot go. Take him (the witness) 
away and lock him up!” 

He also recalled another occasion when he was taken 
to Denton Bridge on guard duties as punishment 
for failing to interrupt his and other drivers’ Friday 
prayers. Lieutenant Colonel Saul Badjie26 had 
ordered him to stop and prepare a convoy of rice 
for Yahya Jammeh, who was going out to distribute 
charity later. The witness added that the punishment 
was a big demotion for him and sometimes, he used 
to hide because he did not want passers-by to see 
him. When asked what particular position at State 
House Saul Badjie held, the witness replied he did 
not hold any position at State House but he knows 
that he (Saul Badjie) was even more powerful than 
the Commander because whatever he said was what 
happened. When further probed about how he (Saul 
Badjie) got those powers, the witness said he thought 
it was Yahya Jammeh that bolstered him. 

The Counsel told the witness that in both examples 
given he indicated that the former President did not 
want anybody to interfere with or delay his charity 
activities. The witness responded in the affirmative. 
Moving on, Lamin Saidykhan recounted a day when 
Umpa Mendy called him around 4 am to tell him that 

26Likely Sulayman/Saul Badjie, who was also the head of the death squad the “Junglers.” He is currently believed 
to be in Equatorial Guinea.
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a convoy was to leave for Kanilai at 7 am. However, the 
witness had to personally pick up all of the drivers at 
their homes. When asked what would happen if he was 
not able to form a convoy in time, the witness responded 
that if Yahya Jammeh wanted to leave and the convoy 
was not ready, there would be a big problem.

Lamin Saidykhan also recalled instances where he would 
be at State House until 8 pm and then start to head home 
but would be asked to return to State House as soon 
as he made it back. The Counsel asked if he would say 
that working at State House, directly under the President, 
put him in a more vulnerable position, than perhaps, any 
other member of the military and he responded in the 
affirmative. He added that there were some soldiers 
who when posted to State House, would make excuses 
to stop them from going to State House because you 
could be dismissed or taken to Mile 2 Prison without due 
process for doing the slightest thing.  

Moving on, the Counsel asked the witness to talk about 
the speed of the convoy. The witness explained that Yahya 
Jammeh always controlled the speed and no matter how 
fast the vehicles were going, once in a while, you would 
hear Yahya Jammeh tell Umpa Mendy “Move out! Move 
out!” which meant to go faster and then, Umpa Mendy 
would promptly use his handset and tell the other drivers 
to do so. 

The Counsel asked the witness to tell them how the 
drivers felt about going at high speeds. The witness 
replied that based on personal experience, they were 
always scared for their safety because at that speed, 
you would not be able to control the vehicle if something 
crossed your way or if you hit something. 

When asked if this caused any accidents, the witness 
replied yes, there were usually accidents in the 
movements of the convoys.  He also confirmed that 
another cause for the accidents was when Yahya Jammeh 
threw biscuits and T-Shirts to the crowd when they went 
on tours. He explained that there was a stampede during 
one of such tours, an accident the likes of which he had 
never seen during the previous government (of Dawda 
Kairaba Jawara) or that of the present government (of 
Adama Barrow). 

When also asked to elaborate on the reason behind 
the speeding by Yahya Jammeh’s convoys, the witness 
explained that sometimes, President Jammeh would 
wait until the last minute to start moving even if the 
convoy was ready and waiting for hours.  

When Counsel asked if he would say that Yahya 
Jammeh was concerned about the safety of convoy 
members, road users as well as his own, the witness 
did not give a clear answer to this question. The 
witness was then asked to explain, giving examples, 
how some of these accidents happened. He 
explained an accident in Lamin where the convoy got 
off the road and hit people standing on the side-walk. 
In another accident at Buffer Zone, someone was hit 
while crossing the road. The witness responded in 
the negative when Counsel asked if the convoy was 
following traffic rules and regulations. 

The witness was asked to explain the circumstances 
surrounding the biscuits and T-Shirt throwing by 
Yahya Jammeh. 

The witness explained that Yahya 
Jammeh used to throw biscuits 
and T-shirts and as people were 
scrambling for them, they would 
get hit by the convoy vehicles 
behind Jammeh’s car. He recalled 
that there were up to 20 of such 
incidents involving both adult and 
young victims. 

The witness stated that they had an ambulance 
among the convoy and when there was an accident, 
the doctor in the ambulance would attend to the 
victim(s). However, he added that “the convoy never 
stops”, even if Yahya Jammeh knew someone was 
hit. He asserted, in all the accidents that he was 
aware of, he had never seen anyone survive after 
being hit by the heavy-duty vehicles that made up the 
convoy. “When you are hit, it’s instant death.” 
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When asked about damage to property, the witness 
replied that he was aware of a collision with one taxi 
driver, which led to the destruction of that vehicle. He 
also explained that the driver, who was a retired soldier, 
was compensated about 30,000 dalasi for the repairs. 
He also cited another accident when one of their drivers, 
Ousainou Jammeh collided with two taxis. The driver took 
the matter to court but before the proceedings ended, he 
(the witness) was dismissed from his job so he could not 
tell the Commission the outcome of the case. Regarding 
what help was offered victims that died or had serious 
injuries, the witness stated that he was not aware of 
any instance when something was done for them by the 
authorities or Yahya Jammeh personally. 

Regarding how Yahya Jammeh responded to the victims 
that died or had serious injuries, the witness stated that 
he had never heard of anything ever having been done for 
them by the Ex-President or his entourage, and if it had 
happened, he would have known. 

The witness also narrated an incident where one of the 
convoy drivers named Foday died instantly when he lost 
control of the reserve vehicle and somersaulted as a 
result of speeding.  When the Counsel asked if they were 
at personal risk as drivers of the convoy, the witness 
replied that for them, they were always in that state - from 
their getting on the road up to when they reached their 
destination. 

The witness further narrated that there were other such 
accidents and cited the first incident in Bijilo involving 
Lamin Sillah, a State House driver. He explained that 
Lamin Sillah, a sweeper collided with a vehicle that came 
from the town and the individual in the car, a white man, 
died on impact. Lamin Sillah did not die but his vehicle 
went off the road. He noted that Yahya Jammeh passed 
the scene and saw the accident. 

The Counsel then asked what would happen to victims who 
died or were injured on the road, when the ambulance did 
not stop for them. The witness replied that he thinks the 
people around would render assistance to such victims. 

He responded in the affirmative 
when the Counsel suggested the 
victims would essentially be left to 
their fate as the convoy moved on. 

When asked how he felt about the convoy drivers 
moving on when victims would be left by the roadside, 
the witness highlighted that the convoy commander 
was always there and they were high ranking officers. 
They just followed instructions to go on with the 
convoy and if they did not give the order for the 
convoy to be stopped, the convoy would not stop. 
The witness also told the Commission that Yahya 
Jammeh was usually immediately aware of all the 
accidents that took place. 

The witness stated he never heard Yahya Jammeh 
express remorse, address the incidents, or ask 
drivers slow down their speed. The Counsel asked 
if Yahya Jammeh ever showed concern or respect 
for the victims and the witness responded in the 
negative. He added that the speeding continued 
until he left the position. In response to the Counsel 
asking if the President continued to throw biscuits 
and T-shirts without regard to human life, the witness 
said that the throwing of the biscuits stopped towards 
the end when one day, he was called to take a truck 
to the supermarket where they used to take supplies 
of biscuits from and the man at the supermarket 
told them that the arrears owed was too much and 
therefore, he could not continue to supply more 
biscuits. 

When questioned about other accidents he recalled, 
the witness narrated an accident that happened at 
Kachumeh. One of their soldiers, called Sulayman 
Jatta, hit a girl and she died. However, the witness 
was not present at the scene and did not know much 
about the circumstances surrounding the accident: 
why it happened or if her family was informed. 

Lamin Saidykhan also described another incident at 
Denton Bridge in which he was a part of the convoy. 
The victim had a pick-up truck with luggage and had 
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stopped at the road after the bridge. He was trying to 
arrange his luggage when the convoy driver, the late 
Sergeant Sowe hit him, crushing him between the convoy 
vehicle and his own vehicle. The witness did not know 
the victim’s name.

Another accident in Busumbala involved Cherno Jallow 
who collided with a passenger van. Two victims died and 
there were possibly other passengers in that vehicle. 
After Cherno Jallow’s two accidents he (the witness) went 
to the commander to have him (Cherno Jallow) removed 
from the convoy. When asked, the witness admitted that 
they never gave a statement to the police. 

Outrider Modou Nyassi who was sweeping for the First 
Lady also collided with another vehicle. His vehicle 
somersaulted over the other vehicle and he died instantly. 
The witness explained that the only compensation he was 
aware of was that the State Guards took care of the entire 
funeral process when he was being buried in Foni. The 
witness also narrated another accident involving another 
outrider called Bamba. Bamba was also sweeping for the 
First Lady and he died instantly when he collided with 
another vehicle. 

The witness also remembered Ousainou Jammeh who 
had two accidents at Dasilameh when they travelled for 
the wedding of Ansumana Jammeh, Yahya Jammeh’s 
brother in Kaur. 

The late Manlafi Corr27 who was with 
them, used his vehicle as a sweeper. 
When he was sweeping a big truck off 
the road, the truck driver panicked, 
swerved to the side of the road and 
crushed a little child on the side. It 
fell on top of the child. 

When asked if Manlafi Corr’s actions (sweeping for 
Ansumana Jammeh’s wedding) were lawful or according 
to normal procedure, the witness said no. The Counsel 

further asked what VIPs were the vehicles carrying 
and the witness replied that there were no important 
personalities except the imam who was going to 
perform the marital rites. 

Lamin Saidykhan admitted to the Commission that 
there were more accidents but these were the 
ones he could recall. The Counsel confirmed this, 
adding that they have recorded about forty accidents 
surrounding just the Presidential convoy and they 
know there were many more because the former 
President went out more than forty times during his 
time in power. 

The Counsel moved on to reports about road attacks 
with the convoy where sometimes a civilian driver or 
a pedestrian would be seen as obstructing the road 
and a soldier would come down the convoy and beat 
them up seriously. The witness confirmed that such 
incidents used to happen. He added that it got to 
a point where even if Yahya Jammeh was passing 
and one was sitting outside their compound and 
did not stand up to greet him, Umpa Mendy would 
give instructions to the soldiers to come down and 
give you a “VIP treatment” which the witness later 
explained is “when they hold you, some are hitting 
you, some are kicking you.” When asked, the witness 
stated that since the two of them (Yahya Jammeh and 
Umpa Mendy) were in the vehicle, you could assume 
the order came from Yahya Jammeh. 

The witness also confirmed hearing about instances 
where people were shot for obstructing the highway 
but he never witnessed them. He mentioned an 
incident of shooting on Kairaba Avenue, in which one 
of the drivers told him they had given a warning shot 
but he was not certain that they shot the individual. 

When asked who he thought was responsible for any 
deaths resulting from the convoy’s accidents and 
the other incidents mentioned – civilians, military 
personnel, or plainclothes officers – the witness 
replied Yahya Jammeh was culpable. 

27Manlafi Corr was a former corporal in the State Guard. He has been accused of having participated in torture and 
arbitrary arrests. 
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He explained that he had argued this 
from the outset because, if the former 
President had wanted to stop the 
deaths, he could easily have given 
orders to ensure this after the first or 
second incident.  

The Counsel then asked the witness how long he was 
MTO. The witness replied that he served between 7 to 
9 years before he was dismissed in 2012 without any 
stated reason. When asked to explain the circumstances 
around his reinstatement, the witness explained that 
during the impasse in 2016, one of the senior ex-soldiers 
protecting President Adama Barrow asked him and 
others with similar experience to join them. After Adama 
Barrow came back from Senegal, there was a screening 
process and those that were dismissed unlawfully were 
reinstated. 

Expanding on his role, the witness explained that he 
provided bodyguard and security services to the then 
incumbent President, Adama Barrow. He further explained 
that some soldiers came to arrest him with orders from 
State House and his activities were being monitored. He 
also said that the Junglers used to come around and 
mount checkpoints close to the where Adama Barrow 
was staying. 

The Counsel thanked the witness and handed him over 
to the Chairman. After thanking the Counsel and Lamin 
Saidykhan, the Chairman asked the Counsel if they knew 
the number of people that were killed in the forty-recorded 
accidents associated with the Presidential convoys. The 
Counsel responded that some of the incidents involved 
multiple deaths, and so would need to be carefully 
calculated.

Commissioner Imam Jallow was curious to know if 
the witness was officially recruited to Adama Barrow’s 
service, or if he went on his own to become one of the 
voluntary guards?  The witness reiterated that one of his 
friends had called him (the witness) because they were 
looking for ex-servicemen. 

Commissioner Bishop Odico asked clarifying 
questions which the witness answered after which 
he was given the opportunity to give his concluding 
remarks. The witness stated that he did not have any 
closing remarks and the Counsel asked the Chairman 
if she could interrupt to ask the witness to talk about 
the impact his experience had on him as well as the 
impact of his dismissal on him and his family. The 
witness then said he had some difficulties because 
when he was dismissed, he was unemployed for 
almost five years but God assisted him and now 
everything is alright and he was currently heading a 
unit at the State House. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary detention (of the witness)

Musa Jammeh

Unlawful demotion

Saul Badjie

Reckless driving, leading to damage of property

Ousainou Jammeh

Reckless endangerment, leading to death(s) (of the 
driver or other civilian victims)

Yahya Jammeh, Sulayman Jatta, Cherno Jallow, 
Modou Nyassi, Manlafi Corr, Umpa Mendy

Assault (of civilians)

Umpa Mendy, Yahya Jammeh
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The Counsel asked if he would say that working 
at State House, directly under the President, 
put him in a more vulnerable position, than 

perhaps, any other member of the military and 
he responded in the affirmative. He added that 
there were some soldiers who when posted to 

State House, would make excuses to stop them 
from going to State House because you could 
be dismissed or taken to Mile 2 Prison without 

due process for doing the slightest thing. 
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WITNESS NAME:  Mathew BASS

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 8th July 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: His brother’s accident and 
death, which was caused by the presidential convoy; the 
impact of his brother’s demise on the family

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Not mentioned

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Brother of the 
deceased, Musa Bass

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Nurse

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Mathew Bass told the Commission that he was born 
in Besse Village in Foni on 23rd July 1976 to parents 
Emmanuel Bass and Isatou Gomez and currently lived in 
Brufut. He has two sisters and two brothers but one of 
his brothers, Musa Bass, was deceased.

When asked, the witness narrated that Musa Bass was 
27 years old, unmarried and did not have any children at 
the time of his death. He added that his brother graduated 
high school from Fatima Senior Secondary School in 
Bwiam and later attended Chamen Electrical Institute. 
Musa Bass was employed by the Gambia Groundnut 
Cooperation, GGC, his first main job as an adult, and was 
there for about three to four months before he passed 
away. The witness recalled his brother as a gentle person: 
hardworking, intelligent and respectful. 

Moving on to explain what happened to his brother, 
the witness said that Musa Bass died as a result 
of an accident on 28th June 2010. The witness 
recounted that he was in Bwiam when he received 
a call from his cousin Joseph, telling him his brother 
had been in an accident. He then called a friend who 
verified the news. He waited for almost an hour and 
called his brother’s colleagues who also confirmed 
that Musa Bass was dead. 
Continuing his testimony Mathew Bass told the 
commission that his cousin informed him that Musa 
Bass was not on duty that day, but was called in 
the evening about an electrical problem at GGC and 
reported to work for that. After finishing the job, he 
was hit by a convoy car whilst crossing the road. 
When asked, the witness said that the last time he 
spoke to his brother was on the morning of the day 
of the accident. He explained that his brother would 
usually call him in the morning to talk about the 
family affairs. 

Counsel Singhateh asked the witness how he felt 
after being told that someone he spoke to that very 
morning passed away that evening. The witness 
responded that he felt bad, that it was just horrible. 
He added that initially when they told him about the 
incident, it was like a dream to him. He could not 
believe it but later, he had to accept it. Mathew Bass 
went on to explain that at the point when he was told 
that his brother had an accident, he was not provided 
with any details as to what caused the accident or 
who. He found out what actually happened to Musa 
Bass from his cousin when he got home the day after. 
He went to the mortuary and was able to see corpse. 

He said that he could not tell the 
condition of the body as he only 
exposed the head.  Blood was 
oozing from the ears and nose and 
he could not stand it. It was painful. 
He could not do anything because 
he was just filled with grief. 



|40

Tears were coming from his eyes but he just wiped them 
and went back home. When he got home, everybody was 
in tears. They could not control them because Musa Bass 
was someone who was very friendly and hardworking. 

Asked if the police were sent to look into the cause of 
the accident as is usually done with such incidents, the 
witness replied that the police at Denton Bridge were 
conducting the investigation however, his family were 
also greatly concerned with another situation. Their older 
brother was also very sick and they were concentrating 
on him after Musa’s burial. When asked if he ever found 
out who caused the accident, the witness said that later, 
he discovered that former President Yahya Jammeh’s 
convoy hit his brother. One of their relatives who worked 
for the President identified the driver that hit Musa Bass 
as Cherno Jallow. 

He explained that Cherno Jallow and his boss, one 
Mbowe, attended the mass conducted at his brother’s 
funeral and they went to the house after the burial to 
extend their condolences and apologise to the family. 
They also presented something for charity. The witness 
clarified that this was not compensation but given as 
charity. When asked if the family was satisfied with the 
gesture from the driver and the boss that came, the 
witness answered yes. He also said that the family did 
not receive any delegation from the State House or the 
President to apologise or extend their condolence. 

The Counsel asked what happened with the case with 
respect to the motor traffic police. 

The witness disclosed that it was not 
followed up on, adding that in those 
days, people were always reluctant 
and not willing to follow up on cases 
that concerned Yahya Jammeh. 

His father and uncles eventually said that they should 
just forget everything and pray. He felt that they did not 
have any choice with respect to pushing the case forward. 
When asked if he thinks his brother’s death could have 

been avoided, Mathew Bass responded “of course” 
because in those days, the convoy normally drove at 
a very high speed and he feels that if they abided by 
the rules, such things would not have happened. 

Describing the impact of his brother’s death on their 
family, the witness said that it created a big gap for 
them because they had lost someone who was very 
instrumental and resourceful in the family and they 
felt awful about it. Any time the witness’ dad thinks 
about Musa Bass, you could always see tears in his 
eyes, and it was the same with his siblings. 

When asked if he feels that they got justice for the 
death of his brother, the witness responded in the 
negative. He stated that that the people concerned 
- the authority and the State House - should have 
sent a delegation to show concern that somebody 
very important in the society was dead or they could 
have invited the family to discuss the accident and 
sympathise with them. Counsel Singhateh further 
asked the witness if he thinks that they did enough 
to compensate for what happened to Musa Bass. 
The witness replied that they did not and when 
asked who he held responsible for what happened 
to Musa Bass, he replied “for that I would say those 
who were present when the incident happened and of 
course the then President because he is the architect 
of everything. Those working under him always work 
under his command. Whatever he says, that’s what 
they do”. 

The Counsel moved on to confirm with the witness 
a photocopy of a death certificate from the Royal 
Victoria Teaching Hospital, RVTH bearing the name 
of the deceased Musa Bass, which she shared with 
the Commissioners and tendered as an exhibit. She 
also shared a picture of Musa Bass and asked that 
the cameras zoom in to look at the young life that 
was lost as a result of the reckless driving of the 
presidential convoy. She added that she wanted 
people to get a sense of how young he was and that 
his life did matter and was snuffed senselessly. After 
conferring with Chairman Sise, the picture was also 
tendered as an exhibit.
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The Counsel asked the witness if there was anything 
else he wanted to add to his evidence with respect to 
what happened to his brother, Musa Bass. The witness 
said that his family members were not happy with the 
handling of the incident by State House. He felt that in 
such scenarios, it would be fair to expect the authorities 
make sure they follow it up to the last person. 

From what he had seen, justice was not 
done with regards to the investigations 
that were carried out to know the truth 
about the incident. 

He however added that maybe, the police were not willing 
or they were afraid of following up the case. 

The Counsel thanked Mathew Bass for coming and 
sharing the story and life of his brother. She further 
apologised for what happened to his brother and to other 
victims as well before handing the floor to the Chairman. 
The Chairman in turn thanked the Counsel and the 
witness.  He added that they shared his loss and pain 
and that it is clear the grief was still fresh with the family. 
He then opened the floor for the Commissioners to ask 
questions. 

Commissioner Imam Sey, after sympathising with the 
witness, asked if their older brother who was sick had 
recovered. The witness replied that he died within five 
days of Musa’s passing. 

Bishop Odico also expressed his sorrow at what happened 
to the witness’ brother and the grief that it caused his 
family before asking if, apart from the driver that hit his 
brother and a colleague that came to the house to offer 
condolence, he received any official letter of condolence 
from the State. The witness responded in the negative. 

The Bishop further empathised with the witness at the 
“very pathetic situation”, something that should not have 
happened especially given the fact that the accident was 
caused by the State itself. He went on to ask if his mother 

and father were still alive. The witness answered that 
his mother had passed but his father was still alive. 

In the absence of any other questions, the Chairman 
handed over to the witness for any final remarks. 
The witness concluded by giving thanks to God and 
everyone. He also extended apologies to anyone 
he might have offended. The session was then 
adjourned. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Reckless endangerment, leading to death
Cherno Jallow, Yahya Jammeh
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The Lead Counsel told the witness that although he 
had given statements about the issue of the killing 
of the Ghanaians31, Almamo Manneh32 and Landing 
Sanneh33, the testimony for that day was going to 
focus on his escort of Zainab Jammeh34’s mother 
to Dakar. They would also discuss the relationship 
between Zainab Jammeh and some of the escorts or 
members of the convoy, and the drivers. He further 
added that they would cover an accident along the 
Bertil Harding Highway involving the convoy and an 
Arab person.  

The witness however indicated that he was not willing 
to talk about the accident because “that was their 
(the soldiers’) fault”. The Lead Counsel stressed that 
it is important that they know the truth. When the 
witness further insisted that he could not talk about 
it, the Lead Counsel reminded him that, except for 
a response that could incriminate him, the witness 
had an obligation to answer questions posed by the 
Commission. Lamin Sillah accepted.

Before delving into the accident, the witness was 
asked to tell the Commission how he came to be 
a member of President Yahya Jammeh’s convoy. 
He explained that he joined when President Dawda 
Jawara was in office and used to go on tour with 
the President. In 1994/1995, he was deployed to 
State House as a convoy driver and plainclothes 
bodyguard to President Yahya Jammeh. The witness 
described how when the President was to go out, the 
commander would inform the drivers and they would 
line up the convoy.

WITNESS NAME: Lamin SILLAH

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 9th July 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Structure and organisation of 
the presidential convoy; his accident, leading to the death 
of Bakotu Hotel owner; his escorting of Yahya Jammeh’s 
mother-in-law to Dakar and the problem that occurred, 
leading to his unlawful detention at Mile 2 Prison

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Soldier

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Convoy Driver

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Soldier

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Lamin Sillah said he was born in June 1970 at 
Banjulinding and he attended school up to primary 5. He 
was trained at Fajara Barracks in 1991 before becoming 
a driver with the Gendarmerie and joined the Army in 
1994 when the Gendarmeries were amalgamated with 
the Army and Police. He was working in the Army at the 
time of testimony. 

The witness explained that he attended bodyguard 
training in Thies, Senegal and also took part in the 
Jungler training in Kanilai with batch mates Omar “Oya” 
Jallow, and Dembo Jatta. He said could not recall the 
names of his other batchmates, however, when the Lead 
Counsel asked about Ismaila Jammeh28, the witness 
said “Iss was there, Alfidaya was there too”. When asked 
who Alfidaya was, he said Malick Jatta29. The witness 
further mentioned Bombardier30 as having been part of 
his batch. 

Lamin Sillah went on to explain that he underwent Jungler 
training at the same time as counterterrorism and 
bodyguard training. When the Lead Counsel pointed out 
that in his (the witness’) statement, he had mentioned 
that he was not trained to kill, the witness, after a long 
meandering around the topic and back and forth with the 
Lead Counsel, admitted that he was indeed trained to 
use his weapon to kill. 

28Member of the death squad team “the Junglers”. Confessed to having participated in the killing and enforced disappearance of Almamo Manneh in 2000 in session 
7. Accused of participating in the arbitrary arrest of Landing Sanneh. Detained at Yundum Barracks at time of release of this publication.
29Member of the death squad “the Junglers”. Confessed to having participated in enforced disappearances, extrajudicial killings and torture. Arrested in February 2017 
and released on 10th August 2019 from detention following recommendation from the Minister of Justice Abubacarr Tambadou after his testimony at the TRRC. 
30Kawsu Camara alias Bombadier was a colonel and member of the death squad team “the Junglers”. Accused of having participated in the killing of Deyda Hydara 
in 2004 and in the enforced disappearance and killing of West African migrants in 2005. Fled the country in 2017. Subjected to an arrest warrant for the murder of 
Deyda Hydara. (cont. on next page)
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31Over 50 West African migrants, majority of whom were Ghanaians were, in 2005 forcibly disappeared and later massacred by members of the Junglers under the 
orders of Jammeh.
32Accused of participating in the torture of Sadibou Hydara, Sanna Sabally and Babucarr Sanyang in 1995. Accused to be part of the panel investigating the alleged 
2006 failed coup and complicit of torture. Deceased in 2000.
33State Guard Commander. Allegedly took part in the 2001 attempted coup against Yahya Jammeh and was arrested.
34Former First Lady of The Gambia and wife of exiled former President Yahya Jammeh.
35The witness could not explain what PKMS meant apart from the fact that it was a type of machine gun with a drum.

responsibility of members of the convoy to neutralise 
any threats and block obstacles that could impede 
the passage of the cars. The Lead Counsel asked if 
it was normal for people or vehicles that obstructed 
the convoy to be shot. The witness responded in 
the affirmative, adding that he heard about it but 
had never seen it happen. However, after further 
probing by the Lead Counsel, Lamin Sillah admitted 
to witnessing one incident at Westfield, involving 
Almamo Manneh. 

The witness explained that they were travelling from 
the airport and came up to Westfield, by Jokor. The 
taxi, which was driven by a Nigerian, was about to get 
on the road but when it heard the sirens, he stopped, 
reversed and parked. 

Almamo Manneh stopped the 
convoy, came down, drew his pistol 
saying to the man “you are going to 
defecate bullets” and fired at him 
in cold blood. He then said to them 
(the convoy members) “Come on, 
let’s go” and the convoy proceeded 
like nothing happened. 

When asked if the guy was a threat to the convoy, the 
witness said he was not a threat because he did not 
get on the highway and affirmed that the President 
was not even in the convoy so there was no principal 
to be protected at the time. The witness further 
asserted that this was the attitude of the people in 
the President’s convoy and they were all expected to 
behave in similar manner.

When the Lead Counsel suggested that they were 
showing naked power and that road users felt 
terrorised whenever they heard the convoy coming, 
the witness concurred. However, when he attempted 
to attribute the behaviour to mostly Almamo Manneh, 
the Lead Counsel highlighted that killings by the 
convoy continued even after Almamo’s death in 

When asked, Lamin Sillah said that he could recall that 
at minimum, a typical convoy would consist of an outrider 
(motorcycle escort) in front followed by a police sweeper 
and infantry sweeper vehicle mounted with AK-47 
weapons, PKMS machine guns35 and a rocket launcher at 
the back. A mobile police vehicle to clear the way would 
follow. Next would come the command vehicle followed 
by a vehicle with plainclothes bodyguards and then the 
President’s car. A bodyguard backup car would follow the 
President’s car and then the ambulance and another 
infantry equipped with weapons at the end, all driving 
at break-neck speed. The witness also mentioned that 
when the President was going out, each one goes with 
their personal AK-47 rifle and after the mission, return it 
back to the armoury.

In response to how many people would normally be 
involved in the convoy formation, the witness replied that 
he was unable to give an estimate.  He mentioned that 
at State House, normally, anyone that was to be involved 
in a convoy would be a listed on a notice handled by the 
senior man on the ground. The person (senior man) who 
would know the figures that were involved. 

When the Lead Counsel asked the witness if he would 
agree that the entourage was a show of force that 
everybody in the country was terrified of, the witness was 
reluctant to assent and claimed he did not travel with the 
convoy enough to know. 

After multiple probing and a threat 
to be held in contempt should State 
House records differ with his claim of 
having travelled with the convoy only 
six to seven times from 1994 to 2007, 
Lamin Sillah concurred that people 
ran for their lives when the convoy 
was coming. 

After a 30-minute break, the Lead Counsel reviewed and 
confirmed the organisation of the convoy the witness 
had narrated earlier. They moved on to discuss the 
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200136. The witness responded that he was not aware of 
other killings but vehicle accidents sometimes happened 
where someone would be hit and the person would die. 

The Lead Counsel asked about the “VIP treatment” and 
what it meant. The witness responded that the “VIP 
treatment” happened now and then, explaining that when 
the President’s convoy was passing, if one was by the 
side of the road, they were expected to stand up, even if 
they were sitting down. If they did not, the men from the 
last vehicle would stop and beat them up mercilessly. 
When asked which law necessitated this, the witness 
responded that he did not know. The Lead Counsel 
interjected and said that the Commission has received 
a statement about a young nurse called Lamin Jarjue in 
Kaur who was given this “VIP treatment” and died three 
days later. The witness said he was not aware of that but 
accepted that it was standard operating procedure for 
the convoy. 

When probed further on who gave that 
order, Lamin Sillah hesitantly stated 
that the former President Yahya 
Jammeh ordered that whenever his 
convoy passes and people do not 
stand up, they should be arrested and 
given the VIP treatment. 

The Lead Counsel said that the convoy was really just a 
demonstration of power to which the witness responded 
that it could be. The Lead Counsel then stated that it 
is in this context, climate and modus operandi that an 
Arab person was killed along the Bertil Harding Highway 
when they escorted Yahya Jammeh from Kanilai one day. 
The witness stated it was an accident. The Lead Counsel 
countered that it was no accident but a deliberate show 
of force by members of the convoy that led to the death 
of this Arab person.  

The Lead Counsel asked if the witness had ever seen 
any convoy members punished. The witness responded 
in the negative, adding that not even Almamo Manneh, 

after the murder of the Nigerian in cold blood murder 
received sanction. He said he heard that former Army 
Commander, Baboucarr Jatta had sent the military 
police to pick up Almamo Manneh but the latter 
asserted that if the military police came, they would 
defecate bullets. The witness further explained that 
Almamo Manneh had so much confidence in his jujus 
that if anyone said anything to him, he would threaten 
them and they would back down. The Lead Counsel 
asked if it was the charms he had or the power given 
to him by Yahya Jammeh. The witness stated that he 
could not answer that because Almamo Manneh was 
always like that, even while he was at Yundum – he 
believed in his jujus and was not afraid of anything.

The Lead Counsel highlighted that, in the end, 
Almamo Manneh was shot dead despite his jujus, 
adding that it must have been because of the power 
given to him by the President. The witness agreed 
to the latter but maintained that he did not believe 
Almamo Manneh got his power from Yahya Jammeh 
despite being close to him.

The Lead Counsel also asked if anyone from the 
President’s convoy was ever prosecuted or disciplined 
for violating the law. The witness responded that he 
had never heard of that happening and, if that were 
ever the case, then Almano Manneh should have 
been the one taken to court. 

The Lead Counsel then suggested that because 
disciplinary measures were not taken, it brazened 
and emboldened the members of the convoy to do 
whatever was expected of them. The witness replied 
that at some point, their Commander at State House, 
General Ousman Tamba started warning the soldiers 
and drivers to desist from such violent behaviour. 
He added that, even when Sereign Modou NJie was 
commander, he also emphasised the same thing. 
The Lead Counsel noted that regardless, these 
things continued to happen. 

After a few minutes’ break, the testimony resumed 
with the Lead Counsel directing the witness back to 
the incident where the Arab person was killed along 
the Bertil Harding Highway. The witness explained 

36Other witnesses before the TRRC have confessed to participating in the killing of Almamo Manneh, who was killed in 
January 2000. See TRRC Digest Edition 6, pages 114-115 and Edition 7, pages 21-23.
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The witness insisted that he did not see the victim 
come out from any junction. He saw them on the 
highway, going towards turntable. 

The Lead Counsel countered that they were going in 
the same direction adding that Willy did not in fact, 
get on the road. Lamin Sillah however maintained his 
testimony, adding that he could produce photographs 
of the incident. When asked why he did not present 
the pictures earlier on, the witness said they were 
not in his possession. The Lead Counsel replied 
that they would be interested in seeing the photos 
but the fact of the matter was that he (the witness) 
hit the driver. The witness responded that since an 
accident had happened, he would take responsibility. 
The Lead Counsel replied that they did not want him 
to take responsibility because an accident happened 
– all they wanted was for the witness to tell the truth. 

Then, a lengthy back-and-forth between the Lead 
Counsel and the witness ensued. The witness 
maintained that they collided and went off the road 
while the Lead Counsel insisted that the witness 
caused the accident by hitting Willy’s vehicle when 
he tried to exercise his right of way at the junction. 
The witness disagreed, adding that he heard Lamin 
Saidykhan37 explain this the previous day but he 
(Lamin Saidykhan) was wrong because he was not 
present. 

Some more back-and-forth followed with the 
witness insisting that the victim hit him while the 
Lead Counsel affirmed that it was the opposite, 
and reminded the witness that he had previously 
accepted responsibility. The witness clarified that he 
had said that since an accident happened, he could 
take responsibility but he had not admitted that he 
caused the accident. 

The Lead Counsel cautioned the witness on this 
answer because if he lied, the tape would be 
replayed. The witness claimed he could not recall 
admitting that he caused the accident. He said that 
since the accident had taken place, he would take 
the responsibility because they wanted to put the 
blame on him.

that after the outrider, the police sweeper and the military 
sweeper passed, the victim was coming in a sedan 
Mercedes Benz from Senegambia end, heading towards 
Turntable. The witness and his colleagues were in a Ford 
F350 vehicle. 

They received communication from the sweepers that 
a vehicle was approaching which they had swept off 
the road but it was not giving way. The Lead Counsel 
implied that the convoy would take the vehicle as a 
threat because it was swept and it refused to give way. 
He asked what they would do when they saw an eminent 
threat as per their training. Lamin Sillah responded that a 
bodyguard is trained on how to protect your VIP. The Lead 
Counsel pointed out that he was not the bodyguard at 
this time - there were two bodyguard vehicles behind him. 
The witness agreed and further concurred with the Lead 
Counsel that the bodyguard vehicles were supposed to 
shield the President while his vehicle was supposed to 
merely neutralise the threat. 

After a lunch break, the Lead Counsel continued where 
they left off, asking the witness if the vehicle penetrated 
the convoy and passed both the police and military 
sweepers. The witness responded that it penetrated 
and was approaching him. The Lead Counsel however 
countered that that was his excuse but that was not 
true and asked the witness who the police sweeper was, 
adding that he (the Lead Counsel) already had the name 
of the sweeper. The witness replied that he could not 
recall the name. The Lead Counsel told him it was Nfally 
Jarjue who had a reputation of not allowing anyone to 
stay on the road and will not let anyone penetrate the 
convoy. Thus, the witness’ statement that the Arab driver 
went past the sweeper was untrue. 

The witness insisted that the vehicle he saw coming 
towards them was not coming out from a junction but the 
Lead Counsel interjected, and clarified that the person in 
the Mercedes Benz was not Arab. He was called Willy and 
he owned Bakotu Hotel. He owned a Mercedes Benz 500 
and lived behind Coconut Residence. The Lead Counsel 
continued, saying that on that day, Willy was coming 
from his residence to join the highway. The sweeper had 
already gone past and he did not see it and that was 
when he (the witness) arrived and hit Willy off the road. 

37A convoy driver that testified before the Commission the day before the witness’ testimony.



|46

The Lead Counsel told the witness that nobody was 
putting any blame on him. The witness again claimed 
that he had said he would take the responsibility since 
it was an accident, but emphasised he did not cause 
the accident. They simply collided. The Lead Counsel 
went on to assure the witness that this was not about 
responsibility - they were not looking to scapegoat him. 
All they wanted was the facts about what had happened 
to a foreign national who invested his money in this 
country and lost his life.

After a strong line of questioning by 
the Lead Counsel, the witness’ story 
changed from saying that the accident 
was a mutual collision to saying that 
the victim was the one that hit him, 
with several other versions in between. 

The Lead Counsel told the witness that the Commission 
would listen to the testimony of other people who were 
present at the scene. If he (the witness) was found to be 
lying – as he had done on two important occasions - then, 
the Commission would have to make a tough decision 
because they would not encourage people to just come 
and lie. He then asked that they move on and he tell 
them about working with Zainab Jammeh. The witness 
however asked that they leave that one out. The Lead 
Counsel responded in a serious tone, “My friend, answer 
the question.” 

Lamin Sillah began to narrate how one day they were 
asked to go to Dakar. The Lead Counsel interjected and 
took the testimony back to the convoy they were previously 
discussing. He asked the witness if he was aware that 
another member of the convoy shot at a vehicle near 
the Stadium on the same day, injuring the occupants. 
The witness responded that he was not aware of that 
incident.

The Lead Counsel replied that he was putting it to the 
witness that Willy’s vehicle could not have been on the 
road swerving as he (the witness) had explained at one 
point because it would have been shot and the driver 

killed. The witness and the Lead Counsel got into 
another lengthy and animated back-and-forth over 
the accident that led to Willy’s death and the witness’ 
alleged culpability. Both parties got confused at 
many points and the witness’ story changed multiple 
times under the strong line of questioning by the 
Lead Counsel. 

The Lead Counsel finally wrapped up the point he 
was trying to make and returned to the question 
about what it was like to work with Zainab Jammeh. 
The witness said that their Commander at the time, 
Sereign Modou Njie asked him to prepare to take 
the former First Lady’s mother to Dakar. There were 
three of them and the orderly (the witness later 
identified him as Staff Sergeant Danjo). They also 
took a reserve car. 

When they got to the terminal at Banjul, a soldier 
asked Buba Darboe (the driver of reserve car) to take 
him along to Amdalai. When they got to Amdalai, 
Zainab Jammeh’s mother saw the soldier getting off 
and started complaining that the he (soldier) should 
not have been given a ride. They continued on to 
Dakar and dropped her off at the airport. They spent 
the night in Dakar and came back the next day but as 
they got to Barra, the witness’ phone started ringing. 
Their commander, Sereign Modou Njie called them. 
He added that the late Musa Jammeh38 was there. 
Sereign Modou Njie asked them if there were any 
problems and the witness replied no. He said that 
at the time, they were not thinking about the incident 
of the soldier at Amdalai. The next thing they knew, 
they were taken to Mile 2 Prison. When asked who 
ordered that they be taken to prison, the witness 
explained that “Malia” Musa Jammeh had said that 
he got an order for them to be taken to Mile 2 Prison 
from former President Yahya Jammeh. 

When asked, the witness said he was not sure where 
they were kept, as he was not familiar with the place. 
He recalled that when they got there, they were asked 
to remove everything that was in their possession. 
Then they gave them slippers, a plastic bottle and 
a tin. He added that the place where you sleep is 
small. 

38Likely Musa “Maliamoogoo” Jammeh, an officer in the Gambia National Army and a bodyguard for Yahya Jammeh. 
He has been accused of multiple acts of arbitrary arrest, torture, kidnapping, and extrajudicial killing. He deceased in 
2007. 
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The Chairman thanked the Counsel and the witness 
before asking the Commissioners if they had any 
questions. He then gave Commissioner Bishop Odico 
the floor.

Bishop Odico asked the witness which side of Willy’s 
vehicle had dents in the accident at Bijilo. The 
witness replied that Willy’s vehicle was dented at 
the front, where the engine is. In the absence of any 
other questions, Lamin Sillah was given the floor to 
make any final remarks. 

After expressing his gratitude to the Commission, 
the witness said he had a few questions for the 
TRRC. He stated that the TRRC was established for 
all Gambians however, rebels came into the camp at 
Fararenni and slaughtered soldiers like chickens and 
that day, there were two dead bodies from the same 
compound in Kaur – Saihou Sidibeh, Essa Keita and 
Kambaleba yet he has never heard anybody at the 
TRRC talk about those people. He further said a 
soldier from New Yundum was killed at the Kartong 
attack and his family is there, suffering from that 
pain yet again he has not heard the TRRC talk about 
that issue either.  

The witness also mentioned Nyassi who was hit near 
Kotu by a semester39 as they came from a state 
banquet and Bamba Kandeh, an escort was also 
hit. They both died and since the inception of the 
work of the TRRC up to date, he has not heard the 
TRRC address these. He added that a former staff 
member of the TRRC told him he was part of the 30th 
December attackers.

He said he wanted to appeal to the TRRC to consider 
the people he has mentioned, as they are people who 
have families. The Chairman thanked the witness for 
his statement. The Lead Counsel said that in view 
of the witness’ testimony, he was considering calling 
another witness on the subject to shed more light 
on what was said before they close this subject. The 
Chairman then adjourned the hearing. 

The Lead Counsel asked, how it felt 
being in at the prison. The witness 
responded that he was scared. The 
first day, he fell off when he tried to turn 
on the concrete beds. 

When asked if he thinks he had done something to justify 
being thrown into jail like that, the witness responded 
in the negative. The Lead Counsel further asked if he 
thinks that he has been wronged. The witness agreed 
that they had been wronged, adding that even if they had 
done something wrong, there are ways to go about it and 
concurred when the Lead Counsel suggested that that 
there was no due process. 

The Lead Counsel stepped back to when he had the 
accident and asked if there was an investigation. The 
witness replied that the Mobile Police Unit came, took 
a photograph of the area and sketched the scene. The 
Lead Counsel then asked if he had given a statement 
but before the witness started answering, The Lead 
Counsel interjected to say that they would ask for the 
file. The witness said he gave a statement however, when 
the Lead Counsel stated that they would write to the 
Inspector General of Police, IGP, and ask, the witness was 
hesitant in his answer, saying that he could not remember 
because it was a long time ago. When questioned on the 
change in response, he replied that as it was an offense 
to lie, he wanted to make it clear that he could not recall. 
It could have been that he gave it and had forgotten or he 
had not given it at all. 

The Lead Counsel took this opportunity to return to the 
accident. He asked whether the witness was avoiding 
Willy’s vehicle as it was approaching, or if he charged at 
it to block it so it did not have the opportunity to pass 
and meet the President. This led to another bout of back-
and-forth which ended with the Lead Counsel deciding 
to end the testimony at this point and left it up to the 
Commission to determine if the witness was speaking 
the truth.

39A “semester” is a Gambian living in the diaspora that is on holiday in The Gambia.
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Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Arbitrary detention (of the witness and Buba Darboe)

Yahya Jammeh, Musa Jammeh (alias Malia)

Extrajudicial killing (of the Nigerian taxi driver)
Almamo Manneh 

When the Lead Counsel pointed out that in his 
(the witness’) statement, he had mentioned that 
he was not trained to kill, the witness, after a 

long meandering around the topic and back and 
forth with the Lead Counsel, admitted that he 
was indeed trained to use his weapon to kill. 
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WITNESS NAME: Lamin JARJU

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 13th July 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Road accidents involving the 
presidential convoy

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Member of the State 
Guard Battalion

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Driver in the presidential 
convoy

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Lamin Jarju began his testimony by describing his 
educational background before he joined the Gambian 
National Army, GNA in 2001 at the age of 22. After four 
months of basic training, he explained, he was enrolled in 
a new commando-training course, the Turkish Gendarme 
Training Team, at the Bakau Barracks. According to the 
witness they participated in survival drills, and trained in 
physical fitness, obstacle courses, and weapons usage. 
When asked by the Counsel, he identified Simon Demba, 
Ebrima Sarjo, Malick Badjie, Muhammed Jawara, and 
Modou Lamin Sarjo as his fellow trainees. None of them 
were Junglers, he testified. After four months of training 
they had a graduation ceremony which was attended by 
then President Yahya Jammeh. 

After the training, the witness continued, he was posted 
to State House with the state guard battalion. When 

asked how he came to be posted at State House, 
the witness said it was because their platoon was 
considered the best. He claimed he did not know 
whether the former President had anything to with 
the posting. He served as a guard, rotating between 
Cape Point, where they guarded Yahya Jammeh’s 
mother, Denton Bridge, Mile 2 Prison, the airport, 
and Kanilai. According to the witness they spent one 
week at each of the locations except for State House 
and Kanilai, where they would be on duty for one 
month at a time. Counsel Jahateh then asked the 
witness if he was familiar with the former President 
Yahya Jammeh. Lamin Jarju responded cagily, saying 
he knew him like any other soldier posted at State 
House. 

After three years in this position, the witness said, he 
applied to be a driver at State House. He then added 
he was also convinced by a man named Bai Lowe40, 
a soldier at State House, who the Counsel had the 
witness confirm was a Jungler. 

Lamin Jarju testified that before he became a State 
House driver, he had already ridden in the President’s 
convoy as one of the soldiers in either the lead car 
or the backup. The job of the lead car, he explained 
was to protect the VIP, hence the presence of the 
PKMS rotating belt fed mounted machine gun or the 
light machine gun, as well as two soldiers. After a 
confusing back and forth, the witness acknowledged 
that these were the biggest guns in the convoy. 
The other soldiers, he said, carried AK-47s. Under 
further questioning, the witness said a similarly fitted 
vehicle was also positioned at the rear of the convoy. 
As an infantry, he divulged, he was usually at the 
rear, where they dressed in combat gear. The witness 
agreed that it was while serving as a soldier in the 
convoy that he met drivers such as Bai Lowe, and 
as the Counsel put it, fell in love with the cars and 
became motivated to be a driver. 

He eventually applied to be a driver in the convoy with 
the approval of his company Sergeant Major Jallow 
Mbowe, who then posted it to the Commander of the 
State Guards Battalion, Ousman Sonko. The witness 
clarified that this was the same Ousman Sonko who 

40It has also been reported as “Bailo”.
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later became the Minister of Interior. Once he became a 
driver, his immediate supervisor was the Motor Transport 
Officer, MTO Mam Biram Sam41 who was responsible 
for all the pickups, trucks, and other military vehicles in 
the State House. This did not include those that were 
under the label VIP (which was later confirmed in the 
testimony that they were the personal property of Yahya 
Jammeh), who were the responsibility of Major Dembo 
Jatta, who was also the immediate driver to the former 
President. The witness said Major Dembo Jatta is still 
in the military and is currently in Darfur, Sudan42. The 
VIP cars were driven by personal protection officers, who 
the witness described as military personal who donned 
plain clothes and were responsible for the President’s 
personal security. 

The witness said he trained with Mam Biram Sam for two 
years before becoming a convoy driver. Once he joined 
the convoy, he testified, he was either in the front or the 
back, driving the same car he had been riding in as a 
soldier. 

The Counsel then asked the witness to describe the 
formation of the convoy. The witness explained that 
when Yahya Jammeh wanted to leave, he would tell the 
Commander of the State Guard Battalion, who at that 
time was Ousman Sonko. The message would filter down 
and the vehicles would be arranged. Generally, at the top 
of the convoy was an outrider (motorcycle), then a police 
sweeper, and then a state guard sweeper. After initial 
confusion, the witness confirmed that the state guard 
sweeper was the vehicle with the mounted gun, and this 
was the vehicle he drove. 

After the state guard sweeper, the next car was the 
press car, followed by the plain clothed VIP, followed 
by the President’s vehicle. The witness confirmed that 
sometimes there would be more than one plain clothed 
VIP car surrounding the President. On special occasions, 
such as 22nd July, they would also have motorcycle 
outriders to the sides of Yahya Jammeh’s car. Behind 
the VIP vehicle there was a plain clothed backup, which 
later consisted of two vehicles, and then a maximum 
of three reserve vehicles meant for the President in an 
emergency. They were followed by two steward vehicles, 

the protocols, and the rear backup with soldiers and 
a mounted gun. At the end of the convoy were an 
ambulance and at times a fire service vehicle.

When asked whether the ambulance was ever 
used for accidents caused by the convoy, the 
witness testified the ambulance would carry anyone 
regardless of whether they were a part of the convoy 
or a bystander. Digging deeper, he claimed that the 
ambulance would stop even to pick up people injured 
in ways unrelated to the convoy. He said the fire 
service vehicle was to be used in an accident by the 
convoy, but did not know whether they would stop to 
put out a fire unrelated to the convoy. The ultimate 
job of the convoy, however, was the protection of the 
President. 

Moving on, Lamin Jarju testified that he was a driver 
in the physical guard, meaning the official military 
section of the convoy, for a little over two years. He 
could not remember precisely which years, but agreed 
with the Counsel’s reasoning it was around 2006 to 
2007. After that, he was selected to be one of the 
plain clothed VIP drivers, which he acknowledged 
was a further promotion as it brought him closer to 
the President. 

The witness then asked to make a point about the 
difference between the plain clothed VIP drivers and 
what he called the physical guard. He disputed the 
testimony of Lamin Saidykhan, who said that people 
posted to the plain clothed VIP would serve for two 
years without rotating. After a confusing back and 
forth, the Counsel said the witness was making the 
same point as Lamin Saidykhan, just in a different 
way. The witness sighed, and the Counsel continued 
her questioning. 

Lamin Jarju told the Commission that once he became 
a part of the plain clothes VIP, the President’s personal 
protection became one of his main responsibilities. 
He travelled with Yahya Jammeh to Senegal, Guinea 
Bissau, and Mali. He added that he also collected 
a per diem, a major perk of the position. Under 
further questioning, he acknowledged that his job 

41The witness and the interpreter said Mam Biram Sam. However, Counsel Jahateh when mentioning the name, 
corrected to Mam Biram Sarr, which we believe might be a confusion.
42The Gambia is one of the troop contributors to the ongoing United Nation – African Union Hybrid Operation in Darfur.
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between approve and select in Mandinka. This did 
not change the thrust of Lamin Jarju’s testimony 
that he was unaware of whether the President had 
approved his appointment or not. He said there 
was never any objection to him driving the reserve 
vehicles and the new cars in the fleet. When asked 
what he thought of Yahya Jammeh personally and as 
a leader, he replied that he never had any problems 
with him. As the Counsel began to ask more probing 
questions, the witness began to waffle, asking her 
to repeat the question even after he had already 
offered one response. He disputed that he was close 
to Yahya Jammeh, saying that he never spoke with 
him unless spoken to first. He said his commander 
was also usually in the vehicle with them. He said the 
interaction was so fleeting that the President never 
even knew him. 

She asked the witness to say yes 
or no to whether he had an opinion 
of Yahya Jammeh as he was 
working alongside him. The witness 
responded, “I don’t know.” 

The Counsel then moved on the accidents that were 
caused by the convoy. When asked, Lamin Jarju said 
he did not know how frequent the accidents were. 
After a tense exchange, the Counsel pivoted briefly to 
the communications systems within the convoy. The 
witness said that each vehicle had either a handheld 
radio or a base station. However, sometimes there 
was a break of communication when the radios would 
be out of range.  The base station was a larger piece 
of equipment and was more powerful than the radios, 
but it could not be mounted onto the plain clothes 
VIP luxury cars, and thus these vehicles only had the 
handheld radios. The communications breakdowns 
would happen with reserve VIP vehicles who could 
not hear the outrider or the first sweeper. 

Normally, the witness continued, the communications 
were dominated by the commander inside the 
President’s vehicle who was controlling the convoy, 

was very important to him. He later divulged he was also 
sent to run Yahya Jammeh’s personal errands. However, 
he claimed, the instructions did not come directly from 
the President. Instead, they were passed through the 
commander of the State Guards, then to Dembo Jatta, 
who was the President’s personal driver, then to him, the 
witness.  

Returning to the convoy itself, Lamin Jarju explained 
that as a plain clothes VIP, he drove the second reserve 
vehicle. These vehicles, which he said were 4x4 Nissan 
Patrols, were used if there was a breakdown and Yahya 
Jammeh had to transfer cars. At least one of the reserve 
vehicles was bullet proof, which was saved in the case 
of an emergency. He was also usually the first driver to 
use a new car and test it out. The witness divulged that 
he actually ended up driving the President himself on a 
number of occasions when they were in rural areas and 
the road conditions were too poor for his primary vehicle. 
He admitted that it was indeed a privileged position 
reserved for very few plain clothes VIP drivers. When 
asked what made him so special, he replied it was his 
competence, dedication to duty, and neatness. 

However, Lamin Jarju denied that he was personally 
chosen for this position by Yahya Jammeh. He went on 
to say that his position was never even approved by the 
President and instead was solely at the discretion of 
the commanders. The Counsel responded incredulously, 
asking if he was saying that the former President would 
allow someone to drive him who he did not know himself. 
The witness responded in the affirmative. The Counsel 
then pointed out that the witness drove the reserve plain 
clothes VIP vehicles for almost eight years and must 
have had many interactions with the President. She also 
brought up his previous testimony that he was given many 
of the new cars to drive in the convoy, cars which were 
sophisticated luxury vehicles and the personal property 
of the former President. However, the witness maintained 
that Yahya Jammeh had no say in his position: “Not him, 
due to my competency, it’s the commands that give out 
those instructions, but not him.”

During the ensuing back and forth, the Lead Counsel 
interrupted with a note on the interpretation, despite the 
fact the witness was testifying in English, on the difference 
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and the person in the front telling everyone what was 
ahead of them.  The only person who did not hear 
commands, he claimed, was Yahya Jammeh himself. 
When asked how that could be possible, the witness 
responded that as the driver he could hear what the 
commander was saying, but generally the commander 
had his radio on a low volume so as not to disturb the 
President. Lamin Jarju clarified that Yahya Jammeh would 
give the convoy directions regarding the route, but he 
was not responsible for the speed. Instead, he said, this 
was decided by the commander. The Counsel interjected 
that they had received testimony that Yahya Jammeh 
himself gave the orders about the speed through the 
commander. The witness said he was not aware of this 
because his driving with the President was limited to the 
rough patches off the main tarmac road. 

The Counsel accused the witness 
of denying knowledge and imputing 
communications breakdowns to shield 
Yahya Jammeh from responsibility for 
accidents. 

He asked for the question - whether Yahya Jammeh 
controlled the speed of the convoy - to be repeated, and 
again replied that it could be possible, but that he did not 
know for sure. 

The Counsel then asked the witness about the procedures 
when there was an accident. The witness responded that 
while the convoy itself did not stop, the ambulance would 
be there to take over. At first, he claimed the ambulance 
was under the orders of the convoy commander, but soon 
after said that there were procedures that the ambulance 
followed to stop whenever there was an accident. When 
asked whether the procedures or the commander took 
precedent, the witness responded that the job was 
flexible. 

Growing frustrated with Lamin Jarju’s responses, the 
Counsel pointed out they had received evidence that 
on some occasions the ambulance did not stop on the 
orders of the commander. The witness said it had to be 

false information because there would never be an 
incident where the ambulance should not help in an 
emergency. However, he did concede that he was not 
with every single convoy. 

The Counsel then asked the witness to describe 
the accident involving Lamin Sillah. The witness 
explained they were either on the way to or from 
Kanilai. When they reached turntable, he saw 
Lamin Sillah’s vehicle and that of a Mauritanian or 
Lebanese man. When they reached their destination, 
the drivers began talking amongst themselves and 
Lamin Sillah revealed that when the first sweeper 
had passed, the foreigner had come back onto the 
road, and was struck by the next sweeper. According 
to what he heard, they found alcohol in his vehicle. 
When the Counsel asked for more information about 
the placement of the vehicle of the Arab man, he 
said that he did not remember as they drove past 
without spending any time at the scene. The Counsel 
then asked that the witness be given his statement 
to refresh his memory. According to the statement, 
the witness said he saw the victim’s car partly off the 
road, and heard that the accident was unavoidable 
because he had been in the middle of the road. The 
victim died instantly. 

The Counsel then brought out the 
statement of Lamin Sillah, who had 
written that near the Brusubi station, 
a European or an Arab man driving 
a Mercedes Benz refused to leave 
the road for the convoy and was 
subsequently hit. 

Lamin Jarju then informed the Commission that 
sometimes when there was a large distance between 
the sweepers, civilian vehicles would try to move up 
the road between the cars in the convoy. When asked 
whether the convoy would be obliged to knock such car 
from the road to make space for the VIP, the witness 
said the sweepers were responsible for getting cars 
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wheel pulled up and the car leapt into the air, rolling 
until it hit the ground and skidded across the road. 
The driver, Foday Jawla, was shot through the front 
windscreen. 

When the Counsel contended that he must have been 
over speeding to roll such a heavy vehicle, the witness 
said “accidents come in any formation.” The Counsel 
picked apart his language, saying that by using the 
word “zoom” he implied that they were accelerating. 
The witness disputed this characterisation, saying 
instead it just meant they were moving out. Again, the 
Counsel pointed out that in Lamin Sillah’s statement 
he had said that when Yahya Jammeh said “move out 
or zoom out it means you need to pick up speed.” The 
witness continued to deflect, saying it was military 
language, and that while the Counsel may understand 
it meant accelerate, that was not his interpretation. 
The Counsel stated that the witness was the only 
one who had this perception, but he maintained it 
was his statement. The Counsel accepted it as his 
statement, but adding that it was incorrect.

After lunch the witness continued narrating Foday 
Jawla’s accident. According to him, in addition to 
Foday Jawla, there were two soldiers in the car, Adama 
Jagne, who was an officer at the time, and Fanta 
Jammeh, who he described as an adopted daughter 
to Yahya Jammeh who was part of his protocol. Both 
women suffered fractures in the accident and were 
taken to Dakar, then later onto Europe for medical 
treatment. Later in his testimony, the witness added 
that he was among the three VIP drivers who were 
tasked with taking the women to Dakar. Foday Jawla 
was killed in the accident, and almost every member 
of the convoy, as well as sympathisers from State 
House, went to his funeral to pay their respects. 

The Counsel asked the witness if civilian victims 
from accidents received the same kind of treatment 
as Foday Jawla, Adama Jagne, and Fanta Jammeh. 
The witness said he was not aware of the procedures 
in those situations. Regarding the Arab or European 
man that was killed by Lamin Sillah, he said he did 
not know whether he was taken to the hospital or the 
government did anything to compensate his family. 

to move off the road peacefully. However, under further 
questioning he did acknowledge that knocking cars from 
the road to ensure the President was safe would be the 
role of the lead plain clothes VIP vehicle. This was Lamin 
Sillah’s position, and thus, according to the witness, 
Lamin Sillah’s description of trying to avoid the stranger 
was not accurate. 

The Counsel then brought up another accident, this time 
involving Foday Jawla. When the witness confirmed he 
had also been present during this accident, the Counsel 
asked why he had initially stated he only witnessed Lamin 
Sillah’s incident? He said he had forgotten it, that he was 
only human, and that he had not had enough time to read 
his full statement that morning when it was presented 
to him. After a contentious exchange, the witness 
stated that he did not actually witness the incident, but 
instead came upon it afterwards. The accident happened 
between Bessi and Jengjil. According to the witness, he 
and Foday Jawla had adopted a zig zag driving style where 
they would rotate who was on the left and who was on 
the right, with the witness usually ahead of Foday Jawla. 
He said he saw the vehicle part on the road and part off 
the road. When asked what speed they were going, he 
deflected, saying he did not know, and “it was a speed.” 

Finally, the Counsel brought out the witness’ statement in 
which he had written they were going slow because they 
were in a village and people were around the road. In the 
statement, he also clarified that this was a rule given by 
the President. The Counsel asked if he was saying that 
the President did actually control the speed on the convoy, 
which the witness again disputed. However, under further 
questioning he admitted that the commander responsible 
for the convoy would do whatever the President, as the 
commander in chief of the army, ordered. 

Moving back to the incident with Foday Jawla, the witness 
explained that between Kanilai and Banjul they passed 
through the villages of Bessi and Jengjil. As they exited 
Jengjil, they began to speed up. Foday Jawla and the 
witness were doing the zig zag formation, but Foday 
Jawla went off the road and fell into the ditch. As he 
tried to force the vehicle back onto the road, the steering 
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The testimony then moved to another accident involving 
a man named Cherno Jallow, also known as Papa 
Che. The witness again specified that he did not see 
the accident physically as he was further ahead in the 
convoy. According to what he heard, Papa Che was driving 
the bulletproof reserve vehicle that was part of a convoy 
on its way to Kanilai. As they reached Busumbala, the 
distance between the vehicles became large enough that 
a pedestrian thought they could cross the road. In order 
to avoid hitting the person, Cherno Jallow swerved to the 
side and hit a van parked just off the highway. The witness 
acknowledged there were causalities, in the plural, but 
he did not know how many. It later emerged that they had 
been in the van when it was hit by Cherno Jallow’s car. 
Lamin Jarju again deferred from determining what speed 
they were going when the accident happened. 

He finally did agree that Cherno Jallow 
may have been driving very fast, which 
would explain the multiple causalities 
and the extent of the damage to the 
vehicles. 

He testified he was unaware of what happened to the 
victims, both those that survived and those who died.

The last accident the witness testified about occurred in 
Lamin. Before his narration, the Counsel clarified that on 
this occasion the protocol car was not in the presidential 
convoy. They were coming from Kanilai, and as was the 
norm, the protocols went before the convoy in order to 
receive them upon arrival. The Counsel interrupted to 
point out that many of the accidents happened either 
to or from Kanilai, but the witness passed it off as a 
coincidence and not in any way related to the way the 
drivers were driving or the convoy was moving. 

The witness claimed that again, he did not witness the 
incident first hand, but that it happened ahead of him 
and they passed it on the road. When they passed, they 
saw one of the vehicle’s used for the protocols on its side 
essentially inside a shop on the right-hand side of the 
road. When asked what could have caused the accident, 

the witness replied it could have been speed, but that 
“an accident is an accident.” He refused to be more 
forthright, saying he could not determine because he 
did not witness it first-hand. 

However, the Counsel pointed out that in his 
statement he had said the accident could only have 
been caused by over speeding. When asked to 
describe the damage done to the shop, the witness 
also demurred, saying he was paying attention to the 
road when they passed and he did not get a good look. 
He claimed he was not given any more information by 
other drivers or commanders. Nor would he attest to 
claims that there were several causalities, including 
students of St Peters Technical Secondary School. 

According to the witness, the driver was a civilian 
named Musa Colley. The Counsel pointed out that 
the witness was quick to say the problem was over 
speeding when the culprit was a civilian. The witness 
denied that he was biased and said that there were 
many good drivers who were civilians in the convoy. 
Again, he said he was unaware of any funerals for 
those who died, regardless of the Counsel’s charge 
that there were multiple victims some of whom were 
school children. 

Moving on, the Counsel asked about incidents 
involving the throwing of biscuits from the presidential 
convoy. The witness acknowledged he was present 
during these situations, but when asked whether it 
made sense, from a protection standpoint, to slow 
down the convoy and invite people close, the witness 
initially waffled, saying they were bound by orders. 
Finally, after further probing and consultation with his 
previous statement, the witness admitted that it was 
a dangerous and difficult situation. He then read from 
his statement that sometimes the biscuits would be 
blown across the road and children, not knowing a 
convoy was coming, would come out onto the road to 
get the biscuits. It was up the drivers, he described, 
to make sure they did not hit one of the children. 

When the Counsel charged that was a very dangerous 
situation, Lamin Jarju responded that was the way 
she saw it, and that they were trained to face many 
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Lamin Jarju again claimed ignorance, at which point 
the Counsel brought out his statement in which 
he said he was aware that Yahya Jammeh sent his 
staff to Mile 2 Prison. The witness claimed he had 
forgotten as it had been over a month since he gave 
his statement. The Counsel jogged his memory by 
asking about two convoy drivers who were involved 
in an accident with the First Lady. He acknowledged 
that they were sent to Mile 2 Prison, but refused to 
say whether he thought it was fair or not because he 
did not investigate the case. 

Under further questioning, he 
did acknowledge that neither of 
the drivers were taken to court, 

which the Counsel suggested was 
illegal as they were taken to prison 

without due process. 

The Counsel then read from the part of the witness’ 
statement where he discussed Yahya Jammeh in 
glowing terms. According to what the Counsel read, 
the witness believed Yahya Jammeh was sincere and 
generous, despite being very particular about how 
things happened. Some of the accidents, he said, 
were “mere rumours, and the way people are saying 
things, sometimes they will not understand unless they 
are part of it.” With that, she finished her questioning. 

Responding to a question from Commissioner Kinteh, 
the witness clarified that it was the front of Lamin 
Sillah’s car which had hit the van that was parked on 
the side of the highway.

In his final remarks, Lamin Jarju thanked The Gambia 
and reminded the audience that soldiers were also 
citizens and were there to protect their lives and 
property. He urged people to reconsider their view 
of the military, adding that the presence of foreign 
soldiers43 in the country was not helping. He said 
the TRRC has been very educational, and asked for 
people to forgive and forget. The 1994 coup and the 

difficult situations. The Counsel pointed out this was 
not about the witness or the President, but about the 
children who were being drawn to the road with biscuits 
as cars were passing. 

The witness responded that they 
survived, after which the Counsel 

stated that in fact there were victims 
who did not survive. 

The witness said he could not remember any accident 
in connection with biscuit throwing, but the Counsel 
responded that they have received significant evidence 
to that conclusion. She again charged that the witness 
was denying knowledge of the circumstance to protect 
Yahya Jammeh. 

The witness shot back that if he was trying to protect 
the former President, he would not have mentioned any 
of the incidents he had testified about. When asked if 
anyone had told Yahya Jammeh that throwing biscuits 
was dangerous, the witness responded that was not his 
responsibility. The witness denied that he was scared to 
make such a charge, but again repeated that was not 
his role or responsibility. “Fair enough”, the Counsel 
said, before saying that ultimately it was the role of the 
commander, and as the practice continued, it is likely they 
did bring up the issue with the President. The witness 
said that citizens had the right to condemn the practice, 
as did ministers and others. 

Moving on, the Counsel asked if the witness was aware 
of situations where members of the convoy attacked 
people who were deemed to have obstructed the road. 
The witness questioned the premise of the question, and 
the Counsel asked him to be serious. He maintained he 
was completely unaware of such situations. The Counsel 
then asked about how staff were treated at State House, 
pointing out they had received numerous testimonies 
they were maltreated by the former President. The 
witness again dodged the question by asking for specific 
scenarios where Yahya Jammeh jailed people who 
worked in the State House. The Counsel said this was 
her question to him. 

43The regional intervention force that forced Jammeh to leave in January 2017 is still deployed at strategic positions 
around The Gambia. The troops come from Senegal, Nigeria, and Ghana.
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events of 11th November 1994 had been widely discussed 
at the Commission, but the witness said they wanted to 
hear more about the coup attempt of December 2014.44

He rejected the claim that Gambia, surrounded by 
Senegal, did not need an army, saying that Gambia and 
Senegal speak two different languages and insisting that 
The Gambia was a sovereign state that could stand for 
itself. He asked the TRRC to also bring forward the wives 
of the soldiers from the convoy who had passed away. 
He added that Lamin Sillah’s concluding remarks made 
him very sad and had led to many sleepless nights. He 
insisted the oath they took was to protect The Gambia, 
the country they would die for. He ended his testimony by 
thanking the TRRC one final time.  

The Lead Counsel jumped in quickly to remind the witness, 
and the audience that the TRRC agenda was set by the 
National Assembly and is designed to look specifically 
into human rights violations, not an investigation of 
women whose husbands died in the line of duty. Their 
absence in the hearings, he said, was a result of them 
not being the victims of human rights violations. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Reckless endangerment
Cherno Jallow, Musa Colley

44In December 2014, a small group of Gambians led by a handful of people who had settled in the United States 
attempted to lead a coup against Yahya Jammeh. See The Atlantic – Inside the plot to overthrow the President of The 
Gambia.
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WITNESS NAME:  Abdoulie P.O. NJIE 
also known as Alhaji NJIE

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 14th July 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The witness’ business dealings 
including his radio station; encounters with State 
House and Yahya Jammeh; attack by members of the 
presidential convoy and his brother’s subsequent injury

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Car salesman

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Businessman

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Abdoulie P.O. Njie also known as Alhaji Njie, began his 
testimony by informing the Commission that he was born 
on December 1966 in Banjul. Once he completed his 
education, he returned to The Gambia and became a 
car salesman. After a while he ended up doing business 
with State House and sold them two brand new cars. 
He specified that he sold the cars to then State Guard 
Commander Lang Tombong Tamba and was introduced 
to him through one Ting Ting Lamin Sanneh. He also 
cited that occasion as being the first time that he met 
former president Yahya Jammeh.

According to Abdoulie P.O. Njie, Yahya Jammeh enquired 
about his business plans and he told him that he 
was looking to start a radio station called City Limits 
Radio Station. Upon learning about his plans, Yahya 
Jammeh was pleased and offered his assistance, 
but his demeanour changed when Abdoulie P.O. Njie 
clarified that the radio would only be used for music and 
commercials and not political activities. The witness 
recalled that Yahya Jammeh paused and looked at him 
at length. It was then that he began inquiring about his 
family members and close friends as if he knew exactly 
who he was. According to the witness, Baba Jobe45, Lang 
Tombong46 and James Kujabi47 were all present at the 
time and Yahya Jammeh instructed them to help the 
witness make his radio station “happen”. 

After that interaction, Abdoulie P.O. Njie sold the 
vehicles to them and was paid one million dalasi. 
When asked by the Lead Counsel what year all of this 
took place, the witness clarified that it was in 1999. 
When he received his payment from State House, 
the witness continued, he used three hundred and 
sixty thousand dalasi of that money to purchase 
radio equipment. The radio station officially went on 
air on 5th January 2000.

Abdoulie P.O. Njie stated that shortly after the radio 
station was established, Baba Jobe came to visit. 
The DJ at the time, Alieu Bah, was on air when he 
saw Baba Jobe and he became visibly panicked. 

The witness explained that Alieu Bah 
used to work at Radio One for George 
Christianson before he worked for 
him and he told the witness that 
Baba Jobe was one of the people 
who set Radio One on fire. 

After hearing this, Abdoulie P.O. Njie said he 
reassured Alieu Bah that he had nothing to worry 
about because their radio station was not involved in 
politics. The witness also told the Lead Counsel that 
there was a time when Baba Jobe wanted to buy his 
radio station from him, but he turned him down. 

45Baba Jobe was an early business associate of Yahya Jammeh and the National Assembly majority leader of the APRC from 2001-
2003. He has been implicated in an array of crimes. After falling out with the former President, he was imprisoned in 2003 and 
murdered in 2011. 
46We believe this is Lang Tombong Tamba, who served as Chief of Defence from 2006 to 2009 and was subsequently arrested and 
imprisoned in 2010.
47Rumoured to be a relative of former President Yahya Jammeh.
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The witness recalled that after some time had passed 
later that same year there was a wrestling contest that 
took place in Kanilai. Former Gambia Radio & Television 
Services DJ Modou Sanyang had hired Abdoulie P.O. 
Njie’s radio station to cover the contest, as they were 
the only digital radio station in The Gambia at the time. 
It was at this time the witness met Alhaji Ceesay, who 
showed him, Fatou Sanneh, and Baboucarr Cham to 
their seats. Since they did not have any equipment with 
them, the witness approached James Kujabi to borrow a 
mobile phone, which they then used to call their studio 
and go on air live. Abdoulie P.O. Njie recounted that this 
pleased Yahya Jammeh because the broadcast was 
reaching people all over the country and now his family 
was able to tune in and listen along to the commentary. 
After the successes of the wrestling match the witness 
was once again hired to provide coverage for a festival 
and he remembered that as the last time that he saw 
Yahya Jammeh in person. 

When questioned by the Lead Counsel if he felt that he 
had a good working relationship with Yahya Jammeh, 
Abdoulie P.O. Njie responded that it was cordial because 
he was not a politician and on top of that, his radio license 
stated that they were not allowed to involve themselves 
in politics so he was not a member of any political party. 
The Lead Counsel followed up by asking the witness if 
there was ever a time that City Limits Radio had been 
closed during the time that he owned it. The witness 
replied that it had never been closed while under his 
ownership. 

The witness moved on to describe a situation where 
then exiled journalist Ebrima Ceesay speculated through 
his writings that Yahya Jammeh was the actual owner of 
City Limits Radio because he (the witness) was spotted 
driving almost the exact make and model of car that 
Yahya Jammeh had. A different journalist by the name 
of Abdou Kareem Sanneh came to the witness’ defence 
and replied to Ebrima Ceesay’s allegations and made it 
clear that the witness and Rapid, who was his business 
partner at the time, were the only owners of the radio 
station.

The Lead Counsel asked if the witness had any 
contact with Yahya Jammeh’s regime after that and if 
he had incidents with the government between 1999 
and 2004. Abdoulie P.O. Njie answered no to both 
questions. 

The witness then went on to describe a situation 
that occurred in November of 2002, two years after 
he had been running City Limits Radio, in which he 
received an ex parte summons from the lawyer Lamin 
Jorbateh, who filed on behalf of Abdoulie P.O. Njie’s 
business partner and co-owner of City Limits Radio. 
This summons was made on the grounds that his 
partner believed that he was stealing and misusing 
funds. Although the witness claimed that he was 
innocent of all accused crimes, he stated that it 
took 10 years for a ruling to take place, and that a 
judgement did not take occur until 2015. He stated 
that he still has not been able to regain access to his 
radio station, even to this day.

Abdoulie P.O. Njie cited this incident as the reason why 
he never got involved in government or politics. The 
Lead Counsel then redirected the conversation away 
from the witness’ grievances about City Limits Radio 
and to the witness’ other business affairs. The Lead 
Counsel asked the witness to provide information 
about what he was doing in 2004. Abdoulie P.O. 
Njie stated that he became involved in the building 
industry. He told the Lead Counsel that he set up 
a construction company that specialised in making 
slabs of pavement. He worked on a project to repair 
the streets of Banjul in 2004 and was then given a 
contact by the company Sahelian Enterprise to do 
work on Lancaster street, Rankin street, Stanley 
street and Lewallen street.

The Lead Counsel then enquired if there was any 
occasion after his slab factory was established where 
Abdoulie P.O. Njie had to go around the Independence 
stadium. The witness replied yes. He explained that 
there was a day that he wanted to go and take some 
pictures of his samples for marketing purposes. He 
went with a cameraman and his younger brother by 
the names of Lamin Saidy and Kissillah Krubally 
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respectively, as well as with Bunama Gaye and Chama 
Jeng. On the way to get the pictures taken, their car was 
stopped along the Bertil Harding  Highway  to let Yahya 
Jammeh’s convoy pass. After the convoy passed one of 
the police officers at the stop asked the witness to give 
him a ride to the junction of Independence stadium. 

After dropping off the police officer, the witness saw the 
end of the convoy approaching. He described the convoy 
as moving at a high speed. He stated that the vehicle 
that he was in had pulled off to the side of the road and 
as the convoy passed them, the soldiers in it opened fire 
on them. The witness said that him and Bumana Gaye 
were seated in the back and exited the vehicle to check 
if there was any damage to the tires. 

After exiting the vehicle, the witness saw 
that his brother Kissillah Krubally was 
bleeding heavily from his arm, which 
was resting outside of the window at 
the time of the attack. 

He quickly opened the front door and his brother fell 
against the steering wheel. The witness recalls that there 
were large amounts of blood coming from his brother’s 
back. The other occupants of the vehicle and he tried to 
staunch the blood flow with a towel and moved Kissillah 
Krubally to passenger seat. The witness instructed Lamin 
Saidy to take pictures of the scene. He also remembers 
finding two bullet shells on the floor.

After moving his brother, the witness got behind the 
wheel and asked the police officer that they were with 
to get in the back of the vehicle and help them clear 
traffic. The witness stated that as he was driving, he also 
turned on both signal lights and kept pressing on the 
horn. After arriving at Royal Victoria Teaching Hospital, 
RVTH, the witness asked for the doctors to attend to his 
brother quickly, as it was the first day of Ramadan and 
his brother was extra weak from fasting all day, but it 
took a while for the doctors to help them. 

The Lead Counsel enquired if the witness was asked 
for a police report before they attended to his brother 
Kissillah Krubally, and the witness responded that 
the police officer that was with them ran away after 
arriving at the hospital. After Kissillah Krubally was 
given an X-ray, the witness got back in his vehicle and 
drove to State House. When he got out of his vehicle, 
he approached State House with his hands up. He 
told the guards that someone from their convoy 
had just shot at his brother and now he was on the 
brink of death. The guards told him to get away from 
State House and the witness left and returned to 
the hospital. Upon returning to the hospital, he found 
that his brother had been taken into an operating 
theatre. The witness said that a former captain of 
Yahya Jammeh’s, one Ousman Badjie was seated 
outside the theatre when he arrived as well as former 
Inspector General of Police, Thirteen Badjie, and 
Essa Badjie formerly of the Serrekunda police. When 
asked by the Lead Counsel if there were any more 
people outside the operating theatre, the witness 
recalled Bajinka the former State Guard commander 
being present but that the place was quite crowded 
because his brother Kissillah Krubally required blood 
donation.

The witness told the Commission that his brother was 
in the operating theatre until 2 o’clock in the morning 
before he was moved to the intensive care unit. 
When prompted by the Lead Counsel, the witness 
identified the doctors who worked on is brother to 
be two Cuban doctors, Doctor Jah, and one other 
Gambian doctor whose name he did not know. After 
finishing up in the operating room, the four doctors 
went to a private room, but Ousman Badjie, Thirteen 
Badjie, and Essa Badjie followed them in. 

Although the witness did not know 
exactly what happened in that 
room, he believed that they were 
collecting the traces of evidence 
from the doctors.
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Shortly thereafter, the witness said that he was 
approached at the hospital by someone he did not 
know dressed in civilian clothes, who did not identify 
themselves and instructed him not to contact any local 
or foreign media outlets. The unidentified person also 
told him that Kissillah Krubally’s medical needs would 
be taken care of, even if they had to take him to another 
country. When his brother woke up, the witness relayed 
the message to him. 

The witness recalled that The Daily Observer published an 
article the next day about the shooting, but the reporting 
was not accurate. The Daily Observer reported that it was 
the then Vice-President’s convoy that was responsible 
for the shooting, which was false, as it was part of Yahya 
Jammeh’s convoy. When asked by the Lead Counsel if he 
did anything to try and correct this misinformation, the 
witness said that he went down to The Daily Observer 
the next day and spoke with Ndey Tapha Sosseh48. The 
witness said that he told her that the story that they 
published the day before was incorrect and that the Vice-
President’s convoy was not involved. The witness also 
told her that he had been cautioned against speaking to 
any media outlets. He stated that he did this because 
he wanted her to know to be incredibly careful and to 
stop writing about and looking into the issues because 
he believed that it was dangerous. Ndey Tapha Sosseh 
took his advice and dropped the story.

When asked why he was so afraid, the 
witness said that back in those days 
you never knew what was going to 
happen to you next. 

He added that he was seriously afraid for his and his 
brother’s life. The Lead Counsel then presented the 
Commission with the country reports on human rights 
practices from 2005. The report made mentions of a 
shooting of a motorist by the former Vice-President’s 
military convoy in October of 2004. When asked by the 
Lead Counsel if he felt as if the description of this event 
described what had happened to him and his brother 

from The Daily Observer’s angle, the witness agreed 
but maintained that The Daily Observer’s version of 
the story was incorrect. 

The witness then went on to reiterate that he went 
to see Ndey Tapha Sosseh to warn her to be careful 
because they meant “serious business”. When asked 
to expound on that, Abdoulie P.O Njie said that back in 
those days you would hear all sorts of stories about 
what Yahya Jammeh was doing to people, such as 
taking them to Mile 7 and having them beaten. The 
witness said that the average person could not really 
understand the power that he possessed and what 
he could have happen to people with it. The witness 
admitted that it was all hearsay, but it scared him. He 
said that everyone wants to die peacefully and that 
knowing that there were rumours that Yahya Jammeh 
could have you killed made people very scared and 
cautious. 

Going back to his brother, the witness told the 
Commission that there was a delegation that went to 
visit his brother in the hospital. According to him, the 
delegation’s purpose was to investigate the shooting, 
but they claimed they could not figure out who was 
responsible. When the Lead Counsel asked who was 
responsible for making sure that his medical bills 
were taken care of, the witness explained that after 
his brother was discharged, he had to go back to 
the hospital several times to get the wounds dressed 
and that during those times their family took care of 
the medical bills. The witness described his brother’s 
wounds as being extensive, including three bullet 
wounds, one in his arm and two in his back, as well 
as a broken arm. According to the witness is brother 
sustained several infections and had to be taken to 
Norway to receive adequate treatment.

The witness expressed that he was incredibly 
surprised that his brother did not die. He said that 
his brother was shot in the early evening and did 
not get taken into an operating theatre until 11 pm. 
He highlighted that he did not receive any support 
from the people waiting with them in the hospital and 

48Ndey Tapha Sosseh worked as a journalist in The Gambia until she was forced to go into exile in 2009. See TRRC 
Digest Edition 6, pages 40-47.
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a police report was never filed. The Lead Counsel then 
asked whether the witness had any encounters with the 
government after his brothers shooting and he responded 
in the affirmative. Sometime after the accident, the 
witness was called to State House. On that call, they 
asked him for the crime scene photos and bullet shells 
that he was in possession of and was directed to go 
to State House and bring them to the gate. When he 
got there Ousman Badjie, Bajinka, and one other man 
with a surname that he could not quite remember, either 
Gomez or Mendy, were waiting for him. The witness said 
that he believed that Lamin Saidy, the cameraman was 
the one who informed them. He said that Lamin Saidy 
was a photojournalist so he had connections to a lot of 
government officials. 

The witness said that he handed over the photographs 
and bullets at their request. When asked by the Lead 
Counsel why he was willing to hand the evidence over, he 
said that he did so because they had the information that 
he had the evidence and they requested it from him. The 
Lead Counsel then asked him why he thought that the 
government would want to collect all of the evidence from 
the shooting, and the witness replied that the photos 
that were taken showed that the car they were driving 
was not on the road and the bullets had serial numbers 
that could link them to the scene. He added that Lamin 
Saidy continued to take pictures well after they arrived at 
that hospital. 

The Lead Counsel asked the witness if 
he believed that they were taking the 
evidence from him to cover up their 
crime and the witness agreed. 

He explained that from the beginning they were trying to 
make sure that he kept quite by confronting him at the 
hospital and them taking the evidence just added on to 
that. He further emphasised to the Counsel that he was 
on oath and that he was not trying to hide anything.

When asked who he went to State House with when he 
was called and why, the witness revealed that he went 

with his aunt and her daughter and he chose to do 
so because he was sceptical of the intentions that 
they had in calling him there. He took them to be 
witnesses to ensure his safety because he was 
afraid. When he arrived, he handed the photos to 
Ousman Badjie, who was a captain at the time, and 
Bajinka who was a major. His aunt and her husband 
spent a lot of time at the Brikama Area Council, so 
she was well known to people like Bajinka, Jesus 
(Ensa Badjie), and Ousman Badjie. Abdoulie P.O Njie 
recalls Bajinka telling him that he did not have to 
bring his aunt and cousin with him, he could have 
come alone. 

The Lead Counsel then asked him what impact 
Bajinka’s statement had on him and what he thought 
the outcome would have been if he had gone to State 
House alone. The witness replied that he did not 
know how the situation would have turned out if he 
went alone. He admitted that after the meeting he 
was so scared that he went to Dakar that day and 
decided to lay low for a while because he did not 
trust them. 

After arriving in Dakar, the witness was able to start a 
business transporting cargo along the river to Basse. 
The boat sailed to Bansang and donated medical 
equipment. The witness said that he tried to expand 
his business whilst in Dakar. It was at a time when 
there was a border closure between The Gambia and 
Senegal and that caused a shortage of cooking gas in 
The Gambia. He tried to get his ship naturalised as a 
Gambian vessel. The port authorities in The Gambia 
contacted him and told him that they wanted his ship 
to go to Mauritania to bring back gas for them. The 
Lead Counsel then asked the witness if that meant 
they had managed to track him to Senegal and the 
witness explained that he had a way of traveling to 
The Gambia unnoticed. He admitted that he hired 
drivers that knew how to avoid the foreign borders and 
that he did this because he was still apprehensive 
about what could happen to him. He said that he had 
gotten his passport stamped once at the border on 
4th November 2004 and that was the only time that 
he passed through official channels. Every time he 
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travelled other than that, he used the smugglers paths 
that his drivers showed him. The witness emphasised 
that he was traveling that way because it was what felt 
safest to him.

The Lead Counsel asked the witness if he had any more 
conflicts with the government after he returned home, 
and he responded in the negative. He said that he was 
not sure if they even knew that he had returned and did 
not hear anything from them until he got a contract with 
the Banjul City Council.  He added that he was hired by 
then Mayor of Banjul Abdoulie Bah. He recalled that one 
day Abdoulie Bah called him and told him that he wanted 
to ward him with a certificate of merit. The witness 
attended the ceremony and it was Yahya Jammeh who 
presented him with the certificate and medal. He said 
that Yahya Jammeh recognised him and asked him if 
he was back in the country. The witness told him that 
he was back, and he was running the factory that was 
responsible for the new slabs in Banjul. Yahya Jammeh 
then offered him a job fixing the slabs to Independence 
Drive and Tobacco Road. 

Continuing, he told the Commission that Yahya Jammeh 
then called upon Saul Samba, who was the Secretary 
General at the time, and asked him to share is contact 
information with the witness. After contacting Saul 
Samba, they discussed the nature of his work and Saul 
Samba then asked him to meet on that Wednesday, but 
they never got a chance to formally meet. The witness 
never got the contact and he admitted that he was 
relieved because he had heard many of stories about 
how working with them went. He said that the starting 
was always good, but it never ended peacefully, so he 
was avoiding it. The witness even took to hiding when he 
heard convoys passing because he did not want any part 
of that again.

The Lead Counsel then passed the witness to the 
Chairman, who opened the floor to questions from the 
Commissioners. Commissioner Kah asked the witness 
about the current state of health of his brother Kissillah 
Krubally. The witness answered that his brother was still 
residing in Norway, and that he gave one of the detectives 

from the Commission his phone number so that he to 
would have a chance to tell his story. The Chairman 
then asked the witness for his closing remarks.

The witness concluded his testimony by mentioning 
how all the work that he has done in his life has 
been for the youths of Banjul. He stated that they 
do not get enough support and that is why he has 
dedicated his life to teaching them his trade skills 
so that they can also be productive members of 
society.  He advocated for justice in The Gambia and 
then elaborated more on his various endeavours. He 
spoke more about how important he feels it is to 
liberate the youth of The Gambia and with that he 
ended his testimony.

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Obstruction of justice
Ousman Badjie, Bajinka
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WITNESS NAME: Baba KANYI

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 14th July 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Murder of his brother Kassim 
Kanyi also known as Omar Kanyi

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S):  Soldier 

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Brother of the deceased 
Kassim Kanyi also known as Omar Kanyi

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Soldier 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Baba Kanyi told the Commission that he was born on 
the 5th of April 1986 and worked as a soldier at the time 
of his testimony. He became a soldier in the Gambia 
Navy after completing his high school education in 2005 
and is currently ranked as an able seaman. The Lead 
Counsel then began by asking the witness if he recalled 
the events that occurred on 7th September 2013 and 
he responded in the affirmative. The witness said that 
he was working at the Wafinyagoh branch of the Gambia 
Navy Headquarters when his father, Seedy Kanyi, called 
him and told him that his elder brother, Kassim Kanyi also 
known as Omar Kanyi, was at the Royal Victoria Teaching 
Hospital, RVTH, in Banjul. After explaining the situation 
to his superior, Lieutenant Ebi Jallow, the witness was 
allowed to go to the hospital. He highlighted that he did 
not have any idea what had happened to his brother at 
the time. 

According to the witness, once he arrived at the 
emergency unit, he asked a nurse about the 
whereabouts of his older brother and she informed 
him that his brother had already died and was in the 
mortuary.  The witness then went to the mortuary to 
check if it was really his brother. Upon reaching the 
mortuary the witness asked the mortician if there 
was an Omar Kanyi in the mortuary and he brought 
him inside and showed him his older brother’s dead 
body. 

The witness said that his brother’s 
corpse was covered in sand, and 
he had extensive injuries including 
multiple head wounds and a broken 
neck. Using his knowledge as a 
soldier, the witness deduced that 
the head wounds were most likely 
because of the butt of a gun. 

The witness narrated being upset and angry, although 
at that point he still had no idea who was responsible 
for his brother’s death.

The witness told the Commission that he went back 
to his headquarters and told his superior that his 
brother had died, and was allowed to go home. On 
his way home, he met his other brother who was 
crying, and they decided to go home together. While 
they were making their way home, they ran into their 
cousin who gave them a lift on his rider. The witness 
asked his cousin to stop at Abuko Police Station to 
enquire about the death of his brother. When asked 
why he would choose to stop at Abuko Police Station, 
the witness revealed that the nurse from the hospital 
had informed him that it was a police officer by the 
name of Ousman Sonko from Abuko Station that had 
brought his brother in.

When at Abuko Police Station, the witness was told 
that Ousman Sonko was not the person responsible 
for his brother’s arrest and that it was a soldier 
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the rest of the witness’ family asked for possession 
of the corpse, but the witness refused. He believed 
that if they were to collect the corpse then it would 
end there, and they would never know what had truly 
happened to his brother. The witness expressed to 
the Commission that his family fought him on that 
decision; they told him that following things up would 
only make it worse. When the Lead Counsel asked 
why they would say such things, the witness said that 
it was because the soldiers who killed Omar Kanyi 
were from State House. The witness explained that 
during that time, there were many brutal things being 
witnessed but there were never any resolutions. When 
asked for examples, the witness talked about people 
getting beaten on the roads with no consequences. 
He said that in those days whenever something 
happened because of the government, people were 
afraid to do anything about it.

The Lead Counsel then asked what effect his family’s 
fears about seeking an autopsy had on his wishes to 
seek the truth about his brother’s death. The witness 
expressed that he refused initially, but he came to 
realise that his family was right. He could not bring 
Omar Kanyi back to life, so he thought it best to 
agree with his family’s wishes. After they came to an 
agreement, the police presented the witness’ family 
with a document and he signed it without reading it. 
The witness claimed that he was so stressed from 
the events of the past days that he did not have 
the mental capacity to read it and he signed it so 
his family and he could get a hold of Omar Kanyi’s 
corpse. After both the witness and his other brother 
signed the document, the family left the mortuary 
and went to Lamin Sanchaba and held the burial.

The witness was asked if any government officials 
came to the burial or contacted the witness’ family 
about anything relating to the death of Omar Kanyi and 
the witness said no. The Lead Counsel then asked 
the witness if anything happened after the burial 
and he responded in the affirmative. The witness 
said that after the burial on Sunday, the US based 
online newspaper, Freedom Newspaper, reported 
his brother’s death. The witness recalled the paper 

from the State Guards Battalion by the name of Captain 
Armando Jatta. After learning who was responsible, 
the witness asked the officer at Abuko Station, why his 
brother was arrested and the police officer told him 
that he did not know much, just that he was brought to 
Abuko Station by Captain Armando Jatta and that he was 
caught by him on the way. The Lead Counsel then asked 
the witness if the police officer told him what Captain 
Armando Jatta did to his brother once they arrived at 
Abuko Police Station. The witness replied that he told 
him that Captain Armando Jatta dragged Omar Kanyi’s 
corpse to the veranda of the station and tried to leave. 
After that, a senior at the police station arrived and wrote 
down his name and the time of the incident. 

After Captain Armando Jatta and his colleagues left Abuko 
Police Station, a civilian bystander recognised Omar Kanyi 
and helped the police locate his next of kin. After this, 
an officer was sent to the witness’ family compound to 
inform them about Omar Kanyi’s death. Some time later, 
the witness’ family started arriving at the police station 
and confirmed that Omar Kanyi was their relative. His 
family was baffled, and they told the policemen that when 
Omar Kanyi was leaving home he was not sick at all - and 
now he is dead - so they needed to solve the case.

The witness said that the next day he went to the location 
of his brother’s encounter with Captain Armando Jatta, 
and all the people around were talking about it. 

They were saying, “Yesterday, soldiers 
beat a young man here, and the man 
died in their hands”. 

The witness decided to ask the people that were 
congregated there but the moment he did they all 
dispersed. When asked by the Lead Counsel why he 
thought they did that, the witness responded that he 
believed they were afraid to become witnesses. When 
asked why he thought they would be afraid he simply 
responded, “because they were soldiers”.

The next day, on Monday, the witness and his family went 
to collect Omar Kanyi’s corpse. When the police arrived, 
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reporting that soldiers killed Omar Kanyi and that his 
brother (the witness himself) who was also a soldier, was 
very unhappy with the way the case was handled. 

That Tuesday, the day after the newspaper report, the 
witness was called to Bundung Police Station and he 
went there with his mother, his stepmother, and his 
father. The police officer asked his mother to explain how 
her son died and she told him that she had no idea. The 
Lead Counsel asked him if the police had called them 
there to ascertain how the story of his brother’s death 
got in the hands of Freedom Newspaper, and the witness 
responded that he did not know exactly nor did they ask 
directly, but that he had his suspicions.

The Lead Counsel then presented the witness with an 
article by Kibaaro News that described the incident with 
his brother. The article stated, “Kassim Kanyi’s uncle and 
mother, Bamba Kanyi and Ntanding Fofana, were arrested 
and escorted to the police, for questioning, on Tuesday.” 
The article also mentioned how the police were not 
looking to find the murderers but were, instead, more 
concerned with how Freedom Newspaper obtained the 
story. The article went into full detail about how Omar 
Kanyi’s murder was committed. It detailed how he was 
stopped by police for riding his bicycle on the side of 
the road before Yahya Jammeh’s convoy passed, and 
was beaten to the brink of death by the soldiers of that 
presidential convoy before they dragged him to Abuko 
Police Station where he died swiftly of a broken neck.  
When asked if the story depicted in the article was true 
based on the information that he later acquired, the 
witness responded with a yes.

The Lead Counsel then asked the witness how he felt 
knowing that the people responsible for the murder of 
his brother were some of his colleagues in the Gambia 
Armed Forces. The witness affirmed that the knowledge 
made him very unhappy and it lowered his morale as 
well as the will to do his job. The witness expressed that 
losing his brother in this tragic way really made him suffer.

Commissioner Kinteh then expressed his condolences 
to the witness before asking him if his brother was 
an eyewitness to Omar Kanyi’s death and the witness 

responded with a no. He said that Omar Kanyi had 
left their other brother behind at their compound in 
the evening, and it was about an hour later when his 
brother learned of his passing. Commissioner Kinteh 
then asked the witness if he knew the policeman that 
stopped Omar Kanyi and if he knew why he did so but 
the witness did not. The Deputy Chair then asked the 
witness how old his brother was at the time of his 
passing. The witness responded that his brother was 
born in 1981.

The witness had very little to say in his final remarks. 
He told the Commission that his brother died 
childless and unmarried, and his only wish is for his 
brother to get the justice that he deserves in the 
name of the law.

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:
None
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Persons living with HIV/AIDs who enroled in Yahya Jammeh’s fake HIV/AIDs treatment programme would be made 
to drink concoctions, which caused a series of deleterious side effects from diarrhoea, to vomiting, to feeling weak 
and shaky.
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WITNESS NAME: Fatou M. JATTA

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 15th July 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: Her HIV/AIDS status; and 
advocacy for people living with HIV/AIDS; her admission 
into and treatment at the President’s Alternative Treatment 
Programme, PATP and consequences the programme 
had on her and other victims of the programme; impact 
of the PATP on her life and her family

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Member and staff 
of Santa Yallah Society 

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Participant of Yahya 
Jammeh’s HIV alternative treatment programme, nurse 
assistant

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

The session began with the Lead Counsel briefing the 
Chairman on its theme. In January 2007, the former 
President, Yahya Jammeh promised that he could cure 
HIV/AIDS49 and asthma and introduced the President’s 
Alternative Treatment Programme, PATP. The hearing 
would use victims’ testimonies to determine whether 
there were any human rights violations committed in the 
President’s purported treatment. He then handed over to 
Deputy Lead Counsel, Haddy Dandeh Njie Jabbie to lead 
the witness’ testimony. 

Fatou Jatta told the Commission that she was diagnosed 
with HIV in 1995. When asked, she said she was not 
sick when she was informed of her HIV status. She was 
diagnosed at the Medical Research Council, MRC50 where 
she was told that there was no cure at that time but they 
would give her medication and if she took it regularly and 
ate well, the virus would not overcome her. She said she 
followed the instructions and was healthy. While she was 
going to the MRC, she found out about the Santa Yallah 
Support Society, a group of about 300 people living with 
the HIV virus. She said she was hesitant at first but 
later agreed to join when she realised they were brought 
together by the same thing.

She further explained that the Santa Yallah members 
were the first in The Gambia to go out in public and 
speak to people about HIV/AIDS. 

Furthermore, she was amongst 
the first women in The Gambia to 
declare that she was living with 
HIV/AIDS. 

When asked why she felt the need to let people know 
that she was living with this virus, she answered that 
she was motivated by the misperceptions people 
had about HIV/AIDS.  She felt it was necessary to 
educate the public and she was able to persuade 
people to get tested. 

She recalled attending workshops and people would 
be surprised that she had HIV/AIDS because she 
looked healthy. Some people even asked if she was 
paid by the government to make the statement to 
which she responded by asking why she would declare 
that she had HIV given the stigma attached to the 
virus. HIV/AIDS was considered a death sentence 
despite the fact that an HIV positive person can 
live with the virus for many years if they took their 
medications as instructed and practiced a healthy 
lifestyle. 

When asked, the witness answered that she was put 
on prophylaxes, which is a combination of vitamins B/
Co51, paracetamol, septrin52 and multivitamins taken 

49The human immunodeficiency virus, HIV, attacks the body’s immune system, and if left untreated can lead to acquired immunodeficiency 
syndrome, AIDS. There is currently no effective cure but treatment can achieve control.
50The Medical Research Council is a British institution that funds and coordinates medical research. The unit in The Gambia grew out of a research 
station established at the end of the colonial era and now comprises of four facilities across the country with the headquarters in Fajara.
51Vitamin B complex.
52Septrin is an antibiotic medicine used to prevent a handful of serious infections in people with underachieving immune systems.
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daily. She concurred with the Deputy Lead Counsel that 
she was in a healthy state at the time of her diagnosis, 
only taking certain vitamins to prevent her status from 
escalating. Going back to the Santa Yallah support 
group, she stated that the group was still strong and 
they supported each other up to date. She added that 
besides Santa Yallah Support Society, there are currently 
11 support groups and 2 networks of people living with 
HIV/AIDS in the country.

The Deputy Lead Counsel then asked the witness to tell 
them about what happened in 2006. She explained that, 
they were going to the Santa Yallah centre, where they 
had a counsellor and home-based volunteer who helped 
people that were chronically ill. One day, they were told 
that Yahya Jammeh had invited them to State House. 
She recalled that there were only two support groups at 
that time, Santa Yallah and another group called Nganiya 
Kiling Support Society in Brikama. 

They went to State House with two of their coordinators 
and were welcomed by Yahya Jammeh who said he had 
heard about them and that they were doing good work. He 
said that he would assist them because they were doing 
good work. On their way out, they took a group photo 
with Yahya Jammeh, but before they left, he called their 
coordinator, Rose53 and asked her “All these beautiful 
women, do you really believe that they have HIV/AIDS?” 
and Rose responded “Yes, it is true, sir. All of these have 
HIV/AIDS.” The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the witness if 
she was telling the Commission that at that point, all the 
women that attended the meeting were looking healthy 
and beautiful. The witness responded in the affirmative.

When they got back to the centre, they found a carton of 
Evian54 water bottles and some herbs. The coordinator 
at the centre told them that the person that delivered 
them had claimed that the herb was medicine to cure 
HIV/AIDS. They asked the coordinator who brought them 
and she replied that the person did not want their name 
mentioned. Fatou Jatta said she did not take the herbs. 
When asked if she knew who took the medication and 
if anyone came reported feeling better after taking the 
medication, she responded that she did not know who 
took it and was not aware of anyone that reported feeling 
better after taking that medication. 

The witness narrated that, after that, she received a 
call from her coordinator, Rose on the 18th of January 
2007 who told her that she (the coordinator) had 
received a call from the Vice-President’s office and 
the President, Yahya Jammeh wanted her to select 
10 individuals from Santa Yallah group. He (Yahya 
Jammeh) was going to start treating HIV/AIDS the 
next day. Rose had said she was confused, as she 
did not know whom to pick. The witness said she told 
Rose that Yahya Jammeh was obviously referring to 
them, as they were the ones that he met in his office. 

When asked if it would be correct to say that 
Yahya Jammeh had already picked the patients he 
wanted to administer his treatment on, the witness 
responded in the affirmative. She added she believed 
this because after the call with Rose, she heard on 
the 7 pm news that the President was going to start 
treating HIV/AIDS at MacCarthy Square the next day. 

At this point, the Deputy Lead Counsel requested to 
play a video for the Commission called “I can cure 
HIV/AIDS.” In the video, the narrator stated that 
Yahya Jammeh claimed to be a miracle worker that 
had received a mandate to cure AIDS on Thursdays 
and asthma on Saturdays. Yahya Jammeh was heard 
saying “I feel a burden, a great sense of responsibility 
because they have all their hopes in me. If I fail, I would 
have failed them. I would have disappointed them and 
the consequences would be very drastic for me as a 
person.” He continued that there were people who 
come in very bad conditions and knowing he was their 
only hope is a big burden - morally, spiritually and 
psychologically. The video showed Yahya Jammeh 
treating the patients while saying “I’m not a President 
that makes mischief in the world.” 

After the video ended, the Deputy Lead Counsel 
deduced that at this point, Yahya Jammeh had made a 
public, international declaration that he could actually 
treat HIV/AIDS in a way that it would disappear from 
your system in three days. The witness agreed with 
this view of the situation. She added that when their 
group arrived at State House on Thursday, then Vice-
President, Isatou Njie-Saidy welcomed them while 
the President was upstairs. Dr. Malick Njie conducted 

53The witness said Rose but we believe she was referring to Rose Claire.
54A bottled, natural spring water brand made in France however, there is tendency for all brands of bottled water 
to be referred to as Evian in the Gambia.
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what surprised her most when she got there was that 
there was a screen. They asked her to get undressed 
which she did and they gave her a towel and asked 
her to tie it around her waist. She clarified that she 
did not have any other clothes on her body except 
that towel. She was asked to lie on the stretcher 
and Yahya Jammeh himself came in. He had a bottle 
similar to the one on the desk in front of her of what 
she thought to be spiritual water. He asked her to 
stretch her hands and he poured the water in her 
hands, said some prayers and he asked her to rub it 
on her face. 

He brought a pot with medicine that looked like it had 
oil in it. He started rubbing it on her body. She said 
she was lying on her stomach. They asked her to turn 
on her back and they massaged it on her entire body. 
Meanwhile, the camera was on her. When asked to 
clarify, the witness responded that Yahya Jammeh 
himself was rubbing the ointment on her body with 
other Cuban doctors. She added that Dr. Malick Njie 
was there but she did not know whether he rubbed 
it on her or not. The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the 
witness if she was comfortable enough to tell this 
Commission how the medicine was rubbed on her. 

The witness explained that you were 
undressed, lying down stark naked 
with a towel tied on. They would 
massage your body and touch 
everywhere on your body, all parts, 
including your private part. They did 
not spare any part of your body.  

When asked again if her consent was taken or if she 
was informed they would be touching her in such 
places prior to the procedure, the witness replied no.

The witness told the Commission that after they 
completed the massage, he (Yahya Jammeh) sat 
on the table. There were buckets with medicine. He 

their initial consultation as to being admitted into the 
programme. The President then came in and put forward 
his rules, one of which was that anyone that came for 
the treatment and was using antiretroviral drugs, ARV55, 
would have to stop doing so, claiming his medicine would 
lower their virus count. Other rules she recalled included 
no smoking, chewing kola nuts or drinking attaya56.

The witness told the commission that 
there was a camera recording the 
procedure. Some women in the group 
took off their headscarves and covered 
their faces. She later explained that 
when the women covered their faces, 
Dr. Malick Njie told them it is not 
necessary. The President was just 
going to use it as a reference but 
would not play it on television. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel interjected to ask if they were 
given any briefing on the programme before they got to 
State House. The witness responded in the negative. 
When asked what she thought they were going to find at 
State House, she responded that she had the concept 
that it was going to be a normal consultation where you 
would be been seen by a doctor and then released to go 
home. When the Counsel enquired if their consent was 
taken before the consultation, she responded that she 
could not recall. 

After they were filmed, the President said he was ready to 
start the treatment. When he started, one of their male 
members was the first to go. The Deputy Lead Counsel 
interjected to ask if, at that time, they explicitly said they 
were willing to volunteer themselves for the treatment. 
The witness responded that she could not recall being 
asked and concurred that they were not given an option 
to say no to the treatment. 
Fatou Jatta continued to explain that after the first 
member came out, she was called to go in. She said that 

55Antiretrovirals are a combination of three drugs developed in the late 1990s and made widely available in 
Africa in the 2000s. Consistent ARV treatment results in the total burden of HIV decreasing, the immune 
system continuing to function, and the prevention of opportunistic infections.
56Local green tea.
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scooped almost a half-litre cupful and asked her to drink 
it. After she drank and went outside, the world started 
spinning and she fell unconscious. She could not see 
or sit up straight. She could not do anything. They were 
called and she was asked to lie on a stretcher outside. 
She added that it was around 12 pm when she drank 
the medicine and she could not do anything until 5 pm. 
She further explained that she heard people speaking 
but she could not respond because she was very weak. 
She declared that was the day her troubles started and 
highlighted that the camera was on her throughout. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the witness if Yahya 
Jammeh personally gave this medication to her. The 
witness answered yes. He scooped up a brown or blackish 
concoction from the bucket and handed it over to her to 
drink and that was when she started to suffer. After that 
incident, she never had appetite to eat and each time 
she drank the medicine, she would vomit. Sometimes, 
after she vomited, Yahya Jammeh would take a full bottle 
of Evian and ask her to drink, again. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel went back to the first day 
she drank the concoction and asked if this raised any 
concerns with the President. She replied that when she 
was on the stretcher, she heard Dr. Malick Njie calling 
him (the President) and said “Sir, can we take her to the 
hospital?” and Yahya Jammeh replied “No, no, no. She 
would get up.” She was asked when she was actually 
able to get up. She said that she got up but she could not 
walk by herself. Her colleagues assisted her. 

Continuing her narration, the witness said that while 
they were there, she heard him (Yahya Jammeh) say: 
“Doc, where are we going to admit them?” to which he 
(Dr. Malick Njie) replied “There is no space at the [Royal 
Victoria Teaching Hospital] RVTH57. What about Kanifing?” 
Fatou Jatta clarified that he meant Serrekunda General 
Hospital, which, at that time, was just constructed, but 
there was no equipment and the rooms were empty. 
Yahya Jammeh then replied, “Yes, that place is good.” 
That was when they boarded them into a vehicle and 
drove them to Kanifing. 

When they arrived, they brought 
beds and fixed them in what is now 
the maternity ward of the hospital, 
adding that each time she goes to 
the Serrekunda Hospital now, she 
would be reminded of the incident. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the witness if they, 
at any point took their consent to admit them at 
the hospital or if they personally informed each one 
of them that they were going to be admitted. The 
witness replied never. When asked if they had told 
them how long they were going to be admitted at 
the hospital or if any of her family members knew 
she was being admitted to the hospital, she also 
responded in the negative. 

Recounting what happened at the hospital, the 
witness explained that after the beds were fixed, 
they were each assigned one. She added that at the 
time of her admission, she was with a minor, her 
child, who was also assigned a bed. She clarified 
that at the time she left, she had thought that it 
would be a normal routine of going and coming back 
and because she had no one to leave the child with, 
she went along with them. 

The witness told the Commission that her friends 
used to assist her when she wanted to use the 
toilet. The following day, early in the morning, Yahya 
Jammeh sent a vehicle to pick them and take them 
back to State House. When asked if there were any 
nurses or doctors at the hospital, she responded 
that the first time they were admitted, it was only Dr. 
Malick Njie and their (Santa Yallah group) coordinator 
who used to assist them but after the treatment 
went on for a while, nurses were brought in from 
other hospitals. She also recalled that there were 
plainclothes officers guarding them to ensure they 
did not leave the hospital. She added that the guards 
were there until the day they were released. 

57Later renamed the Edward Francis Small Teaching College.
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After Yahya Jammeh discharged them, he called her 
the next day and told her that he wanted them to assist 
the patients as nurse assistants. She explained that 
she used to work at the hospital before. When asked 
if she had any the choice to turn down the offer, the 
witness said she was afraid of what would happen 
to her if she did so. She worked there for a few 
months but one day concluded that by working there, 
she would be lying to the entire world because her 
presence would validate the programme. 

Thankfully, she was able to use the course on 
HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted infection, STI, 
prevention she had started before the treatment as 
an excuse until one day, the nurse in-charge, Nyima 
Badjie told her “Fatou, Oga usually asks about you.” 
She said she told her that she was going to classes. 
The witness was asked if she could tell them whom 
she was referring to as ‘Oga.’ She replied Ex-
President Yahya Jammeh. She further narrated that 
Nyima Badjie said she could not tell Yahya Jammeh 
that and for her (the witness) to tell him herself so 
she went the next Friday.

That day, Yahya Jammeh came. He pulled her 
from the crowd and asked why she was not always 
reporting for work. She said that she had classes. He 
asked what kind of classes and she told him about 
the programme she was taking. He looked at her for 
a while before telling her that he never knew that she 
was educated and let her carry on. She said she felt 
liberated after that and never went back again. 
The Deputy Lead Counsel then asked the witness to 
clarify the different places at which the treatments 
were administered. She replied that they were 
admitted at Kanifing Hospital but were driven to State 
House in Banjul every day to take the concoction 
and go through the massage process. They would 
be driven back at night. Sometimes they would be 
at State House until 2 am and sometimes, Yahya 
Jammeh would decide that they would stay until 
daybreak. 

When asked if special security was assigned to guard 
her team, the witness answered that they brought in 
the Police Intervention Unit, PIU, who was stationed 

Continuing, the witness explained that when they returned 
(to State House) the following day, Yahya Jammeh 
repeated the same procedure. They would call you to 
go inside, they would massage you and he would give 
you the concoction to drink. They spent the entire day 
there and drank the concoction again before they drove 
them back to the hospital. When asked how that made 
them feel, Fatou Jatta replied that it was difficult for her 
because she was very uncomfortable. The witness was 
then asked what her CD458 count like before she started 
the treatment. She answered that it was up to 1250. The 
witness explained to the Commission that CD4 is the 
body’s immunity, which fights the virus. When it goes up, 
it means that it is suppressing the virus and your health 
is improving. She also explained that there was also the 
viral load. If that goes up, it means your immune system 
is weak. 

The witness confirmed that when she 
was first admitted into the programme, 
her CD4 count was very good and 
personally, she felt that she was 
healthy. She had no problems at all 
but after taking the concoction that 
was given to her, she started feeling 
down and sick for the first time after 
being diagnosed with HIV. Her health 
suffered a setback. 

She was experiencing stress, loss of appetite and each 
time she took the concoction, she would vomit and, on top 
of all that, whichever way she looked, she saw soldiers 
guarding her as if she was locked up or under custody. 
She felt they were being held prisoner. When asked if 
they allowed any family members or friends to visit her at 
the hospital, the witness explained that with such heavy 
presence of guards, people would not have the courage 
to visit even if they wanted to. The witness was then 
asked how long she was admitted in the program. She 
said she was there for six months. 

58CD4+T cells are a type of white blood cell. A CD4 count reveals the robustness of the immune system. A healthy 
immune system normally has a CD4 count ranging from 500 to 1,600 cells per cubic millimeter of blood.
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at the gate, the only entrance they had to pass through 
when going in or out. The witness was then asked if they 
had special doctors that were assigned to them for this 
programme. She recalled that after Dr. Malick Njie left, 
Dr. Tamsir Mbowe and Dr. Mariatou Jallow took over. 
There was also another doctor59 but he did not stay there 
for a long time. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel went on to further question 
the witness about any other places the treatment was 
administered. She replied that apart from State House, 
each time he (Yahya Jammeh) goes to Kanilai, they used 
to be taken along. They were lodged in houses near the 
reservoir at first, where they had the crocodile pond 
but after some time, he would perform the treatment 
at a place called Four House, also in Kanilai. When the 
number became large, he constructed some houses as 
a hospital and used to administer the treatment there 
as well. She further told the Commission that they were 
taken along each time Yahya Jammeh went to Kanilai. If 
there was a programme or a festival, they would go as 
well but they had to take their medicine first before going 
to the festival. They would be kept in one place and after 
a while, he would announce and show them off as the 
people that were undergoing the treatment with Yahya 
Jammeh. 

She continued to narrate that it got to a 
point where they were so many patients 
that the small vehicles could not take 
them all so buses were provided. 

She clarified that they were admitted in batches and 
recalled that there up to 7 batches but there may have 
been more. She was among the first batch, which 
consisted of nine individuals. The witness was asked if 
the procedure involved finishing one batch before starting 
another batch. She responded that the second, third 
and perhaps fourth batch were added on before the first 
batch was discharged. The Deputy Lead Counsel pointed 
out that in the video they showed earlier, the President 
implied he could treat and cure HIV within three days. The 
witness concurred. When asked, she highlighted that this 
did not happen and, in fact, they spent six months there.

The Deputy Lead Counsel played a video where 
the President had a debriefing with his ministers to 
explain how he cures HIV/AIDS. The video showed 
Yahya Jammeh acknowledging the presence of 
the then Vice-President, two ambassadors whom 
he called true and genuine friends of The Gambia, 
secretaries of state, the secretary-general, member 
of the RVTH management team, Dr. Malick Njie and 
Rose Claire. 

The President suggested that he had been treating 
a lot of people confidentially since 1994 and people 
were wondering why he would introduce very effective 
medicine and stop all of a sudden. He continued that 
he did not have a mandate to treat people publicly 
or in great numbers but now he could do so under 
strict conditions: the person must be diagnosed with 
HIV/AIDS by a medical practitioner or institution, and 
must agree to be treated publicly - by the grace of the 
Almighty Allah, the treatment would only last three 
days. 

Yahya Jammeh told the gathering that he called them 
because he had to work with a team of doctors he 
could trust - doctors that would not sabotage his 
treatment. He stressed that that did not in any way 
mean that he would administer the medicine, but he 
wanted to guarantee that the chosen doctors would 
ensure the patients abide by the given rules. He 
added that he was not there for money or popularity 
but to treat people. The video ended.

Moving on, the Deputy Lead Counsel asked the 
witness if, during her treatment, anyone other than 
Yahya Jammeh administered the medication to her 
in his absence. Fatou Jatta explained when Yahya 
Jammeh travelled during the course of the treatment 
programme, he brought his cousin, Ansumana 
Jammeh and he was there with Dr. Tamsir Mbowe. 
They would give them the medicine and massage 
them. 

After a lunch break, the Deputy Lead Counsel 
asked the witness to tell the Commission about 
the conditions she faced during the treatment. The 
witness explained that the conditions they lived under 

59The witness could not recall the doctor’s name.
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The Counsel inquired if there were any other 
concoctions they were given, either to drink or to 
put on their body. The witness explained that they 
were given different medicines to drink. There was 
one medicine called jinneh63, another one he called 
chakri64 and one Yahya Jammeh used to mix up with 
honey and give to them in small green attaya cups. 
She added that no matter how little of it was given 
to you, once you drank it, you lost control of yourself.  

Fatou M Jatta also explained the time when Yahya 
Jammeh grew suspicious that there were some 
witches or wizards among the patients in the treatment 
programme. He brought stoves and smoked the whole 
of State House.  There was also a time they were 
taken to Kanilai by orders of Yahya Jammeh through 
Dr. Mbowe. When they got there, they found a man 
called Tambajiro65. He had a big incense burner and 
a calabash. They called them one by one to go to the 
stove containing the incense. Tambajiro would add a 
powdered medicine to the burner and a big blanket 
and cover you with it. Soldiers were standing there, 
holding their guns. When they removed the blanket 
they would have inhaled the smoke and lost control 
of your faculties. They would then direct you to the 
calabash, take a scoop of the medicine in it and ask 
you to drink it all. Those that were not very strong 
would start to react. 

A camera was filming while they 
asked questions and, if you answered 
questions in a certain way, you 
would be labelled a witch or a 
wizard. She added that there were 
some who urinated on themselves 
where they sat. 

When asked what effect that particular treatment had 
on her, the witness replied the medication disturbed 
her to the point that even after she left there, her 
vision was blurry, as if she was seeing smoke and 

were despicable because it got to a point where they 
faced overcrowding. Some contracted other sicknesses 
such as tuberculosis (TB).

The witness was asked if any of their rights violated were 
apart from being kept in the hospital against their will. 

The witness recalled that they could 
not vote during the election that took 
place while they were at the hospital. 
Instead, they made them cook, wash 
bowls, scale fish and clean the cooking 
pots. They also went to the rice fields 
in Kanilai, picked cashews and other 
work. 

The witness concurred when the Deputy Lead Counsel 
suggested that in essence, she was forced to work 
even though they were supposed to be in a treatment 
programme. The witness agreed, adding that she was 
not used to rice fields and it was difficult for her.  

The Deputy Lead Counsel then asked about the 
Ramadan60 they spent at the treatment centre. The 
witness replied that some time into their treatment, the 
month of Ramadan arrived and they were told no one 
should fast because they would be drinking the medicine. 

She added that as far as she could recall, 
they spent Tobaski61 and ‘Tamharit61 
there as well. When asked who ordered 
them not to fast, the witness replied, 
“Yahya Jammeh”. 

She was also asked if they were given an option to fast 
and take the medicine after breaking their fast, she said 
no because Yahya Jammeh had said his medicine is to 
be taken in both the morning and in the evenings. 

60Ramadan is the month in the Islamic calendar when adult Muslims are obligated to fast from dawn to dusk. It is one of the five pillars of Islam.
61Tobaski is the West African name for Eid Al Adha, feast of sacrifice, the second of the two major holidays celebrated by Muslims worldwide.
62Tamharit (Al hijra) is the West African name for the festival marking the Islamic New Year. However, it is not a globally recognised festival.
63Jinn or djinn are spirits or genies in Islamic mythology.
64A sweet, creamy and mildly tangy dessert made of millet and yoghurt.
65Tambajiro was named by a number of witnesses during the 10th session of the TRRC as a professional witch-hunter who led a series of witch-hunts in 
villages in western Gambia in 2009. See TRRC Digest Edition 10.
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made her dizzy, adding that she said she suffered a 
lot. The Deputy Lead Counsel proceeded to ask for a 
video showing how the treatment was administered on 
patients to be played however, she requested that the 
video not be broadcasted but be restricted for viewing by 
the Commissioners only. 

From the audio, Yahya Jammeh’s voice was heard having 
conversations with various patients, asking them about 
their symptoms. He was also heard reciting Arabic-
sounding words with the patients repeating after him. 
Someone else that sounded like Dr. Tamsir Mbowe was 
also heard speaking to (presumably) a patient, and then 
there was a voice in the background, presumably that 
of a journalist, talking about the treatment, how it was 
done and how 27 people were cured. The patients spoke 
in various languages. After the video ended, the Deputy 
Lead Counsel highlighted that the video was essential for 
the Commission to have a better understanding of how 
the treatment was actually administered. She pointed 
out that the treatment was administered the same way, 
regardless of whether the patient was male or female. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked her what she thought of 
the treatment she received. 

She responded that there was no truth 
in it because when she went there for 
treatment, she had strength but after 
drinking the medicine, she realised 
that her strength was declining and 
she was getting weaker. 

She further stated that she was the one that suffered 
the most in her batch, to the point that many people 
thought that she was going to die. She also added that 
the treatment worsened her health because when she 
left there, she returned to the hospital. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the witness to tell the 
Commission what she observed about the condition of 
other patients. She replied that she observed that some 
of them were not in good health and while others might 

have seemed OK on the outside, they may have been 
experiencing some different internally. The witness 
was then asked if any patients came forward and 
said they were cured during her time at the treatment 
facility. She responded in the affirmative, expanding 
that they were told that their samples were taken 
to Dakar and Morocco and, when the results came, 
the doctor would claim, “I have cured you”. Thus, if a 
patient were asked, they would say they were cured 
based on the test results they were given. She further 
expanded that the results would imply the virus was 
undetectable in your body, meaning the virus was 
weakened and it would not be able to overcome you.
The witness was then asked to explain how the 
samples were taken from the patients. She replied 
that when the samples are taken, they would call 
the patients and take their samples but they would 
also take the samples of others working within the 
centre who were not patients, mixing the samples of 
patients and non-patients, some of whom were the 
soldiers guarding them.

When asked why she thought that was done, the 
witness replied that she believed it was because 
there was no truth in the whole process. The Deputy 
Lead Counsel then asked what her CD4 count was at 
the time of her discharge. She said that Dr. Tamsir 
Mbowe gave her a number when she was discharged, 
but she could not recall what it was. However, she 
went back to the MRC after leaving the programme. 
When they tested her, she discovered her CD4 count 
dropped to 80, which scared the doctors because at 
that point, any minor ailment she contracted could 
have been a catastrophe for her.

The witness agreed with the Deputy 
Lead Counsel that the treatment had 
a negative effect on her. She added 
that if she had stayed at home with 
the belief that she was cured from 
Yahya Jammeh’s treatment, it would 
have led to her developing AIDS. 
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added that other patients present also felt compelled 
to say something positive about Yahya Jammeh. They 
could not afford to say something negative. 

The witness agreed when the Deputy Lead Counsel 
stated that they knew that the treatment was not real 
and that people actually got sicker than when they 
initially got there. She (the witness) added that some 
lost their lives. The witness was given a protected 
sheet with names of nine people who died after 
being discharged from the treatment. 

She however corrected the 
statement, pointing out that that 
there were more but she could 

recall seven people from the list 
that died during the course of the 
treatment and two died not long 

after the treatment. 

When asked what her view about this whole 
programme that was carried out by the President, the 
witness replied that it was intended to be deceptive 
to the people and the entire world and to abuse 
power and wisdom67. 

Fatou Jatta was then asked to tell the Commission 
the effect the said treatment had on her and her 
family. She said she lost her job and a group that 
she had started. Being away for six months also 
negatively impacted her children. She did not know 
if they ate, went to school or slept in a safe place. 
Physically, it was also difficult for her, especially due 
to the side effects of the medicine she was given 
to drink morning and evening but thankfully, she 
thought to go back to the hospital to continue her 
treatment, where the virus became undetectable 
after six months. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel at this point concluded 
her questioning by tendering in the documents and 
videos shared during the testimony as evidence. The 

She further added that because she learnt a lot about 
the virus and had some knowledge about it before going 
into the treatment programme, she was motivated to 
return to the MRC and conduct more tests. The doctor 
advised her to take ARV, which she had never needed 
in 11 years of living with the virus before going into the 
treatment programme. The witness concurred when the 
Deputy Lead Counsel suggested that the alternative 
treatment she received deteriorated her health. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel moved on to ask the witness 
about the positive remarks she made about the treatment 
programme. She explained that one was usually ordered 
to make such comments. Whenever Yahya Jammeh said 
that he was going to discharge some people because 
he had ‘cured’ them, they would select speakers. The 
first to speak would give credence to that statement so 
no one wanted to say anything negative, especially when 
Yahya Jammeh was seated there so everybody praised 
the programme. She added that at that time, she was 
afraid. She did not have the courage to say otherwise. 
Another video of the witness giving a statement was 
played for the Commissioners only. 

From the audio, the voice of the witness could be heard 
saying that she was very happy to give a vote of thanks 
on behalf of her colleagues. She went on to shower 
praises on Yahya Jammeh and thanked him for bringing 
them back to their normal lives, calling him “the great 
man, the greatest man in the world”. The witness’ voice 
was also heard thanking Dr. Tamsir Mbowe, the then 
Secretary of State, SOS, for Health, Neneh MacDouall 
Gaye, Dr. Malick Njie, the Cuban doctors, Nyima Badjie, 
and Dr. Ansumana Jammeh66 and others. She concluded 
by urging people not be discouraged because Yahya 
Jammeh was a man of God and he would take care of 
them. 

After the video stopped playing, the witness was asked 
if she knew she was going to be giving a speech on that 
day.  She responded in the affirmative. She was also 
asked if she truly believed that Yahya Jammeh was the 
greatest man in this world. She responded that she did 
not have an option - she had to say things the way she 
did, especially when he was seated right there. She also 

66We believe this is Yahya Jammeh’s cousin mentioned earlier by the witness who we have not found any evidence that he 
was a medical doctor or held a doctorate degree. He spent 10 years in Jammeh’s purported HIV/AIDS treatment program, 
helping Jammeh “treat” patients. 
67The interpreter said “wisdom” but in the context of what the witness said in Wolof, it means “status”.
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Chairman thanked Counsel and witness, and stated that 
the Commission has, since 7th of January 2019 heard 
about atrocities and criminalities, that were perpetrated 
on The Gambian people across various themes and this 
one was just as shocking, adding that “It is as if, The 
Gambia was given concoction of fear that kept the country 
hallucinating for 22 years.” He went on to empathise 
with the witness and her family and said that from her 
testimony, he was convinced of the resilience, bravery 
faith. 

The Chairman then asked the witness if she had discussed 
the request that she goes into that treatment programme 
with her doctors at MRC. The witness answered no, 
further explaining that it was very quick. She did not have 
time to take permission from the hospital. The Chairman 
further asked if she had discussed the prescription 
medications they were given in Yahya Jammeh’s 
treatment program with her doctor. She replied that they 
did not see any other doctor from when they went in until 
the day they were discharged. The Chairman then invited 
the Commissioners to ask questions. 

The Deputy Chair took the floor and asked the witness 
how they changed clothes after they were taken from 
State House straight to the hospital. She responded that 
in the beginning, they were wearing the same clothes 
they arrived in, except for the towels they gave them to 
tie around their waist and the blanket. After about two to 
three days, Yahya Jammeh gave each one of them money 
to go and buy clothes which is what they used to wear. 
She added that they went to the market one at a time 
guarded by soldiers. The Deputy Chair then asked if she 
knew where Rose Claire was at the moment. The witness 
replied that Rose Claire returned back to her country, 
Saint Vincent, but it was not of her own volition. She (the 
witness) said she recalled that Rose was expelled and 
given barely 24 hours to get out of the country.

The Deputy Chair recalled the witness’ earlier statement 
that she was happier with what she had HIV than diabetes 
or hypertension. She also brought to the attention of the 
witness the pain of the stigma and the discrimination 
that Gambians have against people living with HIV that 
was not addressed in her testimony and asked her to 
speak more on that. 

The witness narrated that the stigma is painful for 
people living with HIV/AIDS and revealed that the 
TRRC would have hosted them earlier but, they are 
testifying in the second year of the sittings, precisely 
because of such discrimination. 

She further stated that she believes 
it is not HIV but the stigma that 
kills someone. 

She expanded that there are different types of 
stigma: community stigma, family stigma and self-
stigma. Self-stigma is the most painful because if 
you get to a stage where you live with self-stigma, 
each time you go out, you would think that perhaps 
person know your status and that is excruciating. It 
can become very difficult for you to go to the hospital 
to seek treatment. You would get sick but not want 
to tell anybody about it. You would not want anybody 
to assist you and will be struggling with it until you 
lose your life. 

Commissioner Jones took the floor and stated that 
while she (the witness) was not in Mile 2 Prison, it 
seemed like she was imprisoned because she had 
armed guards around her at all times for six months 
and she (Commissioner) was sure that was the same 
for the other people that were also receiving the 
treatment. She added that she assumed some of 
them had paid employment, which they had to forgo, 
and asked the witness if she received any form of 
remuneration during those times as she was out of 
work, clarifying that she meant if they received any 
form of remuneration from the alternative treatment 
because it seemed they were subjected to hard 
labour. The witness responded no but recalled that 
when she was hired to assist the nurses, she was 
given 3000 dalasi as an allowance for the period she 
was there. 

Commissioner Jones further asked if there were 
instances where some people participating in the 
programme were too ill and could not take part in or 
refused to join in the activities (cooking, farm work 
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families - their husbands divorced them, their children 
disowned them but it would not ever get to that level 
if people had this knowledge.

She then delved into what happened in 2007 which 
she said would always be in the history books of The 
Gambia when mostly women, in the name of being 
cured, were disrespected in the process. 

She explained that when Yahya 
Jammeh was treating them, they 
would undress them with the whole 
world watching. She added that even 
though she is not a religious scholar, 
she knows a woman’s modesty is 
something to be respected but they 
were exposed. She said she could 
even say that they were sexually 
harassed because asking a woman 
to undress, lie down and then 
touching her body is harassment. 

This was something they deplored and they lived a 
very painful life. 

She further said that those that partook in the 
treatment programme were also accused of being 
witches and made to drink concoctions that made 
them lose their mental stability – all in addition to the 
HIV that they were living with. Fatou M Jatta pleaded 
with and tasked the TRRC to not only stop at what 
Yahya Jammeh did but to firmly establish that anyone 
that came after him would respect the people of this 
country and not abuse them. 

The witness went on to inform the Commission that 
she had challenges in coming to testify, citing an 
incident in 2017. After she gave an interview to Al-
Jazeera about the treatment, a few months later, 
she was attacked and threatened to be shot by 

etc.) and if so, what happened to them. The witness 
answered that even if you are sick and limping, you could 
not abstain but she was not aware of someone refusing 
to participate. 

Commissioner Samba was given the floor and she asked 
the witness what became of the minor she mentioned 
in her earlier statement – were they with her the entire 
time or did she send the child back home? The witness 
replied that she did not send the child back because she 
had no one to take care of them. 

Bishop Odico then asked the witness if the Cuban doctors 
that she said participated in the treatment were male or 
female. The witness replied that there were both male 
and female doctors. Commissioner Bishop Odico further 
asked how many doctors and assistants were present 
at a time in the treatment room. Fatou M. Jatta replied 
that they were many. She added that some female 
soldiers were brought and they were not nurses but he 
used to include them in the treatment program. She said 
she knows of two people that were civilians who were 
included with the medical assistants and other doctors. 
Commissioner Imam Jallow told the witness that he 
was curious to know how many of the people that were 
admitted with her were still alive. The witness answered 
that all of her batch-mates were alive except for two. 
In the absence of any further questions, the Chairman 
invited the witness to proceed with her final remarks.

Fatou M Jatta started by thanking the Chairman and 
all the people that worked at the TRRC. She said she 
wanted to expand on the issue of stigma raised by the 
Deputy Chair. She said they would label you all sorts of 
things. Some would say she was a player or that she was 
not faithful but what she wanted to say was that HIV and 
AIDS is something that does not discriminate. It does not 
check whether you are elderly or young, rich or poor and 
if HIV was for sale, no one would sell or buy it therefore, 
she wanted to plead with the general public to consider 
HIV as other diseases and know that it could affect 
anyone. If this was done, fighting HIV would be easier and 
those living with the virus would be able to come out and 
teach people, adding that HIV was already complicated 
and the stigma makes it even more complicated. She 
said she has seen women with HIV abandoned by their 
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someone who claimed that they took nude pictures of 
women whom he called “public figures” and expose them 
on social media for money. She resisted and he left but 
said he would be back. 

She explained that when she reported 
the matter to the police, they were not 
helpful. 

Instead, the officer that came to investigate asked why 
she did not scream and she heard him tell his colleague 
over the phone “…I am at the lady’s house, but through 
observation, I learnt that, she was the one that led the 
man to her house.” She abandoned the case and left it 
in God’s hands because she felt he had already started 
judging and blaming her.
 
Very emotional and crying at one point, the witness 
explained that she was uncomfortable where they lived 
and they relocated. 

She said she had had to relocate with 
her young children a few times and 
one time, they were evicted. She told 
that Commission that at the time of 
her testimony, she was looking for a 
house to relocate to because she was 
not safe anywhere. 

She further told the Commission about an audio being 
circulated. The audio, she said is of an individual insulting 
and threatening her for taking Yahya Jammeh to court. 
She emphasised her concerns for herself and her young 
family after having testified. 

After thanking her, the Chairman said that they have 
been issuing warnings about threatening or harassing 
witnesses that appear before them and will ask Counsel 
to repeat that warning to the general public again. The 
Lead Counsel weighed in and, after thanking the witness 
for her courage in testifying about this very difficult issue, 

added that this was a very momentous occasion for 
all in this country because some of the ugliest things 
that have happened were being addressed. He 
further said that it is our collective responsibility to 
ensure that all those affected are given the platform 
to talk about the issues - for it is only when we talk 
about these things and bring out the truth that we 
can reconcile as a people and place responsibility 
where it lies. He added that more importantly, it is 
our collective duty to protect all people who play a 
central role in bringing out these truths and called on 
all well-meaning Gambians to protect Fatou M. Jatta 
and those like her. 

He stressed that the TRRC would not take lightly 
to threatening or negative actions against any of 
its witnesses and anybody who makes an attempt 
against them would be dealt with the full force of 
the law. He went on to mention the capacity of The 
Gambia to forgive and embrace one another as 
brothers and sisters and expressed his hope that 
that alone would be sufficient protection for Fatou M. 
Jatta and fellow witnesses. The Chairman thanked 
the Counsel before calling the proceedings to an end. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Denial of right to health
Yahya Jammeh, Dr. Tamsir Mbowe, Dr. Malick Njie, 
Dr. Mariatou Jallow, Ansumana Jammeh 

Cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment leading to 
death
Dr. Malick Njie, Yahya Jammeh, Ansumana Jammeh, 
Dr. Tamsir Mbowe, Tambajiro

Sexual assault
Yahya Jammeh, Dr Tamsir Mbowe, Ansumana 
Jammeh

False imprisonment
Yahya Jammeh
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WITNESS NAME:  Protected Witness

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 16th July 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The presidential fake HIV/AIDs 
treatment programme

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Not mentioned

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Survivor of the presidential 
fake HIV/AIDs treatment programme

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Beggar

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

The witness told the Commission that she was first 
diagnosed with HIV in 2004 after she got into an accident 
and admitted to the hospital where she received a blood 
transfusion. She explained that she was also two months 
pregnant at the time of the accident and she delivered 
the baby while she was admitted at the hospital. She 
specified that she was hospitalised for 1 year and 9 
months because she needed to have her cast replaced 
three times. 

The witness further stated that after she delivered her 
baby, she returned home but soon had to go to the 
hospital near her home because her leg was causing 
her a lot of pain. She got some physical therapy from 
the people at the hospital and they informed her that 
they wanted to do a check up on her, to see if there was 
anything that could be contributing to her sickness. The 

witness said that they tested her and found out she 
had HIV, and her baby also had it because she had 
breastfed for almost a year.

The Deputy Lead Counsel then asked the witness 
about the blood transfusion that she had mentioned 
earlier in her testimony. The witness answered that 
she had bled so much after the accident that the 
blood transfusion was medically necessary. When 
further probed about how exactly she contracted HIV, 
the witness answered that she was just informed that 
she had the virus. The Deputy Lead Counsel asked 
the witness if she had ever been diagnosed with HIV 
before her accident and the witness responded in the 
negative. She added that she was never told how she 
was thought to have contracted the virus at that time 
but heard through the grapevine that back in those 
days, people who donated blood were not checked 
for HIV, nor was the blood tested after donation. 

She further testified that after she was diagnosed, 
she was prescribed septrin, multivitamins, and B/Co 
and was advised on how to live with HIV. She was 
also advised to stop breastfeeding her baby. From 
that moment on both her and her baby started taking 
the same medicine. She emphasised just how hard 
it was to have to travel to the hospital frequently 
because of the condition of her leg. She said that 
the doctor recommended that she move to the 
Greater Banjul Area because it would be easier than 
having to travel back and forth to the Foni region. The 
doctor had her records transferred to Brikama Health 
Centre and she relocated there. She added that after 
taking her medicine for a while, she was made to 
take a few tests and was told that she was healthy. 
Her doctor told her that her CD4 count was at 1,400 
and her baby’s count was 1,750. The witness said 
that she was confined to wheelchair at that time, but 
she progressed to using crutches, and then further 
progressed to being able to get by with one walking 
stick. 

She highlighted again that she was quite healthy at 
that time because she took all her medicine exactly 
the way she was instructed and never missed an 
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appointment, adding that she was so healthy that there 
were some doubts as to whether she was even carrying 
the disease. It was around this time that the witness 
was informed of organisations that sensitised people on 
HIV. She joined the Alatentu Support Society and became 
their president. As a member of the Alatentu Support 
Society, she was part of a group that counselled other 
HIV positive people. They provided support to people 
who were left without families after their diagnosis and 
held workshops.  The group was centred around women 
and children from the ages of 2 to 15 years old. They 
held events for children, provided music therapy and 
companionship. They also helped the women bring their 
husbands in for testing and treatment and helped them 
deal with the loss if their husbands left them or in some 
cases died. 

After further describing the activities and operations 
of the Alatentu Support Society, the witness told the 
Commission that she first heard about the presidential 
treatment programme through a colleague in 2007. 

She was told that Yahya Jammeh was 
curing people of HIV and that the people 
from the Santa Yallah organisation had 
already joined. 

She said that when she heard this, she prayed that it 
would be true. Both her and her colleague decided that 
they would join the treatment programme, citing the 
reason that she was the leader, so she needed to test 
the waters for her people. The witness said that they 
waited two days before going to register at Serrekunda 
Hospital. She highlighted that she was happy because 
she believed that going there would solve two of her 
problems, as she had heard that Yahya Jammeh’s father 
was a bone healer and she figured she could stop by 
there after she had been cured of HIV.

Continuing, she narrated that together with her colleague, 
they went to Kanifing Hospital, where they found a doctor 
by the name of Njie. They had their blood pressure and 

blood samples taken and were weighed. The witness 
said that it took a long time to get their results. 
After they were registered, they were admitted at the 
hospital and taken to a hall with beds in it. During 
this time, the witness said that although they were 
never briefed about the treatment process, they were 
asked for their consent.

The patients were then taken to State House in 
Banjul and Yahya Jammeh came out along with Dr. 
Mbowe68, Dr. Njie, and some “people in uniforms”. 
The patients were then informed that they would 
begin taking the medicine on that day. The witness 
explained that before they started, they were each 
called into a room one by one and given a towel and a 
cup. After receiving the towel and a cup, the patients 
were called back into the room one by one and asked 
to remove their cloths and wrap themselves with the 
towel. They would then sit on the bed in the room and 
Yahya Jammeh would come in and ask the patient to 
open both of their hands. Yahya Jammeh would then 
read incantations onto the palms of their hands and 
tell them to rub it on their faces. He had a cup that 
housed something that looked like mentholatum and 
he and the nurses would rub it on the patient’s body. 
After that Yahya Jammeh would once again recite 
incantations into the patient’s palms and have them 
rub it on their face once more. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the witness to tell 
her which parts of the body the mentholatum like 
mixture was rubbed and the witness responded that 
it was everywhere. 

She explained that they would have 
you remove everything and sit there 
naked, but Yahya Jammeh did not do 
the rubbing alone. He was aided by 
his other female nurses.

68Likely Dr. Tamsir Mbowe, who at one time was the Minister of Health and a staunch proponent of Yahya Jammeh’s 
alleged HIV/AIDS cure.
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The witness attested that after they completed that 
process, they would help the patients off the bed and put 
their towels back on. Then they would fill the cup with the 
medicine they had with them and have the patients drink 
it. Asked to explain how she felt the first time she drank 
the medicine from the treatment programme, she said 
that it did not have any adverse effect the first day. The 
Deputy Lead Counsel then asked the witness to explain 
the colour and “feeling” of the mentholated mixture and 
the witness said that it felt hot on the body and it was a 
yellowish colour. However, she remarked that the colour 
of the medicine they were given to drink on that first 
day was brown. The witness told the Counsel that her 
baby refused to take the medicine that first day and she 
eventually had to throw it into a bush.

According to the witness, there were two more medicines 
in the treatment programme called chakri and jinneh. 
When asked to explain the effects of chakri on the 
body, the witness said 1 hour after taking it they would 
experience diarrhoea or vomiting. She described the 
medicine chakri as looking like the food it is named after. 
Regarding jinneh, she said that taking it felt like drinking 
alcohol. It would cause double vision and make the 
patients stumble around. She added that if you vomited 
the medicine, they would make you drink another cup. 

The witness disclosed that she was not given these 
other two medications on the first day of the programme. 
The patients were taken from Kanifing Hospital to State 
House everyday to have their medicine administered. She 
said that sometimes they would be taken there around 
7 and they would wait until 2 am for Yahya Jammeh to 
come out. The medicine was administered twice a day so 
they would arrive in the morning to get their medicine and 
wait there until the evening to get their second dose. The 
witness said that she was in the treatment programme 
for 2 months.

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the witness if she felt 
her condition improved during her time at the programme 
and she responded in the negative. She explained that 
vomiting and diarrhoea make HIV worse. 

She also remarked that her son’s 
condition did not improve during the 
treatment programme. He became 

so sick he was admitted into 
the hospital. 

She recalled that one night she felt his temperature 
get high, so she told Dr. Mbowe, who then told 
Yahya Jammeh. Yahya Jammeh requested to see 
the child. Upon seeing her son, Yahya Jammeh had 
him taken to Banjul Hospital. After her son’s stay at 
Banjul Hospital, they were given medicine and taken 
back to Kanifing Hospital. Her son was diagnosed 
with malaria. When questioned by the Deputy Lead 
Counsel, the witness reiterated that her son had 
indeed ingested some of the medicines from the 
treatment programme, but she always had to force 
him to drink it. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel then questioned if there 
were any other patients who had gotten so sick that 
they needed to be hospitalised at Banjul Hospital. 
The witness answered that there were none during 
the time she was in the programme. The witness 
was then asked why she was discharged for the 
programme and she said that she was not discharged 
but rather she left on her own.

The witness explained that one of the board chairmen 
of Alatentu came back to The Gambia and was asking 
for her. He went to Kanifing Hospital with his wife to 
check on her. One of the patients then told Yahya 
Jammeh that the witness had invited a white man to 
the hospital. Yahya Jammeh then called the witness 
and confronted her. The witness defended herself by 
telling him that they had just come to check on her 
leg, not to ask about the treatment. She said that he 
told her that he did not know that she was friends with 
English people. Yahya Jammeh then called someone 
named Ndure to help the witness pack to go home. 
The witness pleaded for his forgiveness, but he was 
not happy with her and shouted at her. She went 
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back to Kanifing Hospital, packed her belongings, and 
then went home after spending 2 and a half months in 
the programme. 

She further stated that after leaving the programme, 
she rested for two days before she went to the Hands 
On Care Hospital with her child. She explained to the 
doctor that she had left to go to the treatment centre 
because she had high hopes, but she was back now and 
wanted to resume her treatment. The doctor told her 
that they would first need to run some blood work to see 
what her condition was like. They took both her and her 
child’s blood samples, her CD4 count was 250 and her 
son’s was 500.  After receiving these results, the doctor 
prescribed her antiretroviral drugs. 

The witness reiterated that before 
going for treatment she only had 

to take multivitamins and septrin, 
and after leaving the treatment 

programme she had to start taking 
actual HIV medication because her 

health was so poor.

The Deputy Lead Counsel went on to ask the witness 
about the TV appearances she made while registered 
in the programme. The witness said that many times 
after taking the medicine, Yahya Jammeh would make 
them march or run and have them filmed. Asked if Yahya 
Jammeh had ever asked for their consent before filming 
them, the witness explained that when she arrived at the 
programme, she asked one of the patients who had been 
there longer than her what if was for, and she was told that 
it was just for evidence and would not be publicly aired. 
Then, one day the patients saw themselves on the news. 
The witness described the atmosphere at the treatment 
centre after the news programme as being very anxious. 
All the patients were worried about what their families 
and friends would think if they saw the segment. They 
started receiving calls that night from their loved ones 
and the witness herself got a call from her brother, but 

she told him to focus on taking care of her children 
for her and not to worry about what was happening in 
the treatment centre.

The Deputy Lead Counsel questioned the witness 
about her claim of seeing death at the treatment 
centre, but the witness stressed that no one died 
in the two and a half months she was registered in 
the programme. She did however notice that a lot of 
people looked very sickly before she left. She said that 
some people died after getting out of the treatment 
programme, and others refused to ever go back to 
a hospital. The Deputy Lead Counsel then asked 
the witness to look at her protective sheet on which 
there were the names of 2 people she claimed died 
in her presence listed on it. The witness agreed that 
both of those people had died, one of them who was 
a part of Alatentu with her. The Deputy Lead Counsel 
then directed the witness’ attention back to the next 
seven people who died right after participating in the 
treatment programme, the witness confirmed that 
the names on the protective sheet were correct.

When asked how the presidential treatment 
programme made her feel, the witness explained that 
she went there with high hopes of getting healed, 
and all she found was unnecessary suffering and an 
unwilling exposure of her status to the whole world. 
The Deputy Lead Counsel asked her if any of the 
patients left the treatment programme cured of HIV. 

On the impact that the treatment 
programme had on her life, she 
described it as devastating. 

She said that people who want to look for her must 
really look to find her. Her husband abandoned her, 
so it is just her and her kids. She cannot rent a 
house in any settlement; she lives in the outskirts. 
She added that she is enduring many hardships and 
that things got so bad that she must beg. When she 
runs into people that used to know her while she is 
begging in a marketplace they cry when they see her. 
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She cannot move because she cannot afford to pay her 
rent. Her landlord is essentially kicking her out because 
she cannot pay him.

The witness also stated that her stepfather saw her on 
Al Jazeera during her time at the treatment centre. Her 
stepfather had raised her well for many years, but he 
called her that day and insulted her and her mother. He 
still refuses to talk to her today. She further highlighted 
that she was the subject of nasty gossip. People spread 
rumours about the reason that she ended up leaving the 
treatment centre. The witness said that all she wanted to 
do was to help de-stigmatise HIV, but nothing good came 
from her pursuits. She then said to the Commission 
“Now people look at me like just trash. This is why I said 
I cannot stand and speak so that the world can see me.”

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked her if she feels that 
being shown on TV increased the stigma that she faces 
for having HIV and the witness vehemently agreed. 
She said that she has decided to put her faith in Allah 
because there is nothing she can do about the people 
that talk behind her back.

Chairman Sise then thanked the witness for her testimony 
and opened the floor to questions. 

The first question came from Deputy Chairperson Sosseh 
who asked the witness if she was aware of the fact that 
the one of the conditions of the presidential treatment 
programme was that it had to be done publicly, and if she 
was made aware of it once she entered the programme 
voluntarily. The witness responded that she asked the 
people who were doing the registration about the cameras 
and television, and they told her that the first batch was 
filmed when they were getting their blood work done and 
many of them ended up using their headscarves to cover 
their faces. 

The witness said that they told her that she did not need 
to cover her face because none of the footage would be 
aired. She also was not given a consent form. Deputy 
Chairperson Sosseh then followed up by asking if the 
child that was with the witness at the treatment centre 
was still alive, and the witness said that the child was at 
the TRRC with her right now.

The witness then gave her closing remarks. She 
asked the Commission to give her advice. She 
explained that her husband has practically disowned 
the child that was with her at the treatment centre, 
because he is the only one that has HIV out of all his 
children. She told them that she needs help to take 
care of the needs of the child because if she dies 
and leaves the child behind, he will have nothing. 
She added that the child takes all of his medicine 
and attends all of his appointments and she taught 
him how to do it all alone just in case she dies. She 
thanked Allah for giving her the chance to tell her 
story and prayed that the people of the Commission 
live long prosperous lives. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Denial of the right to health leading to death
Yahya Jammeh, Dr. Mbowe, Dr. Njie

Cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment 
Yahya Jammeh

The witness said that 
they told her that she 
did not need to cover 

her face because 
none of the footage 
would be aired. She 
also was not given a 

consent form.
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A surviror of Yahya Jammeh’s fraudulent HIV/AIDs treatment programme.

Ph
ot

o:
 ©

Ja
so

n 
Fl

or
io



|86

WITNESS NAME: Protected Witness

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 20th July 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The presidential fake HIV/AIDS 
programme

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Not mentioned

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Patient of the Presidential 
Alternative Treatment Programme

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Tailor

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

The witness started off his testimony by relaying to the 
Commission the terms of his initial HIV diagnosis. He told 
them that he was diagnosed at a hospital in Fajikunda, 
as well as at the Medical Research Council, MRC with 
HIV 1 and 269. After he was informed of his diagnosis, the 
witness decided to go to the Brikama Health Centre and 
was attended by one Dr. Sabally who started the witness 
on antiretroviral drugs. The witness said that he knew 
that the drug was supposed to reduce the prevalence of 
the virus and while taking it he felt that he was getting 
better. However, when Counsel Jahateh asked him if he 
believed that the antiretroviral drugs were capable of 
curing HIV, he said that it was not quite clear to him.

After going to the Brikama Health 
Centre, he heard that Yahya Jammeh 

was also curing HIV. 

The witness said that he first heard about Yahya Jammeh’s 
HIV treatment through programmes on television, including 
through Fatou Jatta. He also remembered hearing Yahya 
Jammeh saying that he could cure HIV. The witness then 
said that at that time, if someone of the calibre of Yahya 
Jammeh said that he had the cure for different diseases, 
it was easy to believe him and become inspired because 
of his position as the head of state. He highlighted that 
hearing Fatou Jatta and others proclaim that they were 
cured by Yahya Jammeh’s treatment made him really 
want to be a part of the treatment programme. 

Continuing, the witness told the Commission that 
he decided to go to the treatment centre, where he 
was subsequently enrolled and started on Yahya 
Jammeh’s treatment, adding that he was part of the 
fifth batch of patients. He recalled that everyone from 
all of the previous batches declared that they were 
cured and that was the reason why he had so much 
faith in the programme, but if he had known what was 
really to come, he would have never participated.

The witness further stated that he was treated at 
Serrekunda Hospital, and was told to take the 
medication morning and the evening. He named Dr. 
Mbowe, Ansumana Jammeh, one Awa Njie (a nurse) 
and one Jawara (a male nurse) as those working at 
the hospital as part of the treatment programme 
staff. 

According to the witness, Dr. 
Mbowe was the senior doctor 
and he oversaw the treatment; 
and Ansumana Jammeh, who he 
believed was a relative of Yahya 
Jammeh, was administering the 
medicine that was given to the 

patients to drink. 

When Counsel Jahateh then asked the witness if 
he remembered someone called Auntie Nyima at 
the treatment centre, the witness responded in the 

69There are two different types of the HIV virus. HIV 1, which is much more common, is more virulent and infectious 
with a higher rate of mortality than HIV 2 which is more common West Africa, is less fatal, and progresses more 
slowly. 
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affirmative. He could not recall the exact surname but 
believed it was a Jola name along the lines of Badjie, 
Jatteh or Jammeh70. He also remembered there being 
another doctor by the name of Lamin, but he could not 
remember his surname. After that, Counsel Jahateh 
asked the witness what Yahya Jammeh’s role was in the 
treatment programme. The witness answered that Yahya 
Jammeh’s role was to give orders and would be the one 
instructing as to where to go to receive their medication. 

He testified that when it was time to drink their medication, 
sometimes the patients would be called into a room with 
Yahya Jammeh and he would give them the medicine and 
make sure that they would drink everything that was inside 
the cup. These meetings with Yahya Jammeh took place 
in different places, including at Serrekunda Hospital, 
Banjul Hospital, Kanilai, or at State House. He further 
added that patients were given various treatments to 
drink and named chakri, omo71, and jinneh. He described 
chakri as being extremely bitter and said that when he 
took it would make his stomach “uncomfortable”, his 
whole body hurt, and made him nauseous. As for omo, 
he described it as being very unpleasant to take. He said 
it would give him diarrhoea and cause severe body pain. 
The witness further said that jinneh, which he described 
as being brown in colour and runny in consistency, was 
the same as the other substances in terms of how it 
made his body feel after taking it. He reiterated that none 
of the treatments had a pleasant taste. 

At this point, he told the Commission 
that his “real troubles” started after 

taking these treatments. Before 
joining the treatment programme, 
he did not feel ill. He knew of his 
diagnosis, but he did not feel as if 

he was sickly. 

Under further questioning, the witness disclosed that he 
felt Yahya Jammeh was “all talk” and that he had no real 
knowledge of curing AIDS. He recalled there being over 
100 people in the treatment programme with him and he 
was in the programme for 6 months. He highlighted that 

most of the people in the programme with him also 
suffered whilst taking the treatments and that some 
even died there. He followed that up by saying that he 
heard that some people claimed to have been cured 
but most had not fared well. Counsel Jahateh asked 
him to elaborate on the deaths in the programme, 
and the witness told her that believed that their 
deaths were because of the drugs they were made 
to take.

Speaking on the claims that some patients had 
made saying that they were cured, the witness said 
that he believed that some people lied about getting 
better so they could go home. He said that they were 
told that they would be in the treatment programme 
for two weeks but they ended up having to stay there 
for 6 months. Many people missed their families and 
were desperate to go home, so they lied to secure 
their release. Counsel Jahateh then asked the 
witness if they were held against their will, and the 
witness explained that they were essentially held as 
prisoners of the programme.

Counsel Jahateh then asked the witness to confirm 
that he was only administered chakri, omo, and jinneh 
while he was in the treatment programme and the 
witness said yes. He explained that he was given the 
drugs around 9 am and 9 pm. There was no dosage 
system, they would just fill up a large cup, around 1 
litre, and were made to drink it. The patients would 
drink the three drugs on different days. For example, 
if they were assigned to drink chakri that day, they 
would drink it in the morning and in the evening and 
it was the same for the other two drugs. The person 
in charge of administering the drugs that day would 
decide what they wanted the patients to take.

The witness was then asked to write down any of 
the names of the people who died in the treatment 
programme that he could remember, but the witness 
said that they were all strangers to him. He explained 
that many of the people had travelled far to be a 
part of the programme and that some had even 
come from abroad. There were patients from Malawi, 
Guinea, Senegal, Mali, and from a lot of other places 
in Africa seeking a cure. People came in with high 

70Another witness identified the surname as Badjie.
71Omo is a popular brand of clothes washing soap.
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expectations and left disappointed.  He added that most 
people who left the treatment centre had to return to 
hospital to get other treatments. The people who lied 
and said they were cured were probably afraid and at that 
time, everyone knew what would happen to you if you 
denied Yahya Jammeh’s orders. 

Counsel Jahateh brought up the witness’ previous 
statements in which he said that once he started the 
treatment, he knew that it was it was a hoax, and the 
witness agreed. He said that there was no truth in it at all. 
Counsel Jahateh asked the witness why he did not stand 
up to any of the doctors or nurses and tell them that he 
believed that it was all fake. The witness responded that 
no one dared to do that. For 22 years, Yahya Jammeh 
was able to get away with anything he wanted, so no one 
would dare challenge that. 

The witness said that since leaving 
the programme, he has been suffering 
from intense body pains, pimples all 
over his body, and high fevers which 

have led to insomnia. 

Counsel Jahateh then asked the witness what the effects 
of the constant diarrhoea and vomiting, as result of the 
drugs he was made to take, had on is body as an AIDS 
patient. The witness replied that after taking the drugs 
and getting severe body pains, he started going to the 
toilet and vomiting it out before going back and pretending 
like nothing happened. He said that the feeling that the 
drugs gave him made him doubt their effectiveness and 
he knew that if he let them stay in his system, it would 
cause him even worse problems. 

Asked what happened after they were eventually released, 
the witness explained that the people who claimed that 
they were cured were called up one by one during a 
ceremony and were congratulated, after that ceremony 
they were all allowed to go home. The ceremony was held 
at Kanilai and many people, including Yahya Jammeh 
and then Vice-President Isatou Njie-Saidy72, were in 
attendance. The witness also said that all the doctors 

and nurses from the treatment programme were 
present at the ceremony as well. The witness was 
congratulated for being cured of AIDS, but he did not 
care that it was a lie because he just wanted to go 
home.

After the witness was released, he went back 
to Dr. Sabally at the Brikama Health Centre and 
continued getting proper treatment there. At that 
time, the witness said that he still had fevers and 
rashes and that was why he returned to the Brikama 
Health Centre. The witness attributed the care he 
received at the presidential treatment programme as 
the reason why his condition was exacerbated. Dr. 
Sabally prescribed him septrin, antiretroviral drugs 
and other medicine. He did admit that before the 
presidential treatment programme, he was not taking 
antiretroviral drugs because he did not like the idea 
of having to take medicine every morning and evening 
every day. He would just take a few painkillers if he 
felt he needed it. After leaving the programme about 
15 years ago, he started really taking antiretroviral 
drugs and he felt that his condition had improved.

The witness lamented that he had lost everything 
because of the presidential treatment programme. 
He has been struggling to make ends meet and 
is just now getting back on his feet and making 
progress after taking the medicine that Dr. Sabally 
has prescribed for him. The witness said that his 
wife is also living with the virus and she started the 
treatment programme before him. He said that they 
both had high hopes of being cured but were left 
sorely disappointed.

The Chairman then thanked the witness for his 
testimony and opened the floor for question. 

Commissioner Bishop Odico asked the witness if 
after he drank the drugs and started experiencing 
negative symptoms, he brought his condition to 
the attention of the doctors or Yahya Jammeh. The 
witness responded that he was not brave enough to 
do that. None of the other people in the programme 
with him dared to say anything and neither did he. 
Commissioner Bishop Odico then asked where the 

72Isatou Njie-Saidy testified before the TRRC in October 2019. See TRRC Digest Edition 8, pages 166-176.
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witness was staying during the treatment programme. 
The witness explained that all the patients were put in 
the same hall, where there were a bunch of beds placed 
side by side.

Commissioner Samba was next to ask a question. She 
enquired if the witness and his wife had a child, and if they 
did anything to check to see if the child had contracted 
the virus. The witness replied that he and his wife did 
indeed have a child, but the child is free of the virus. 
His next question was if the men and the women shared 
the living quarters in the treatment programme and the 
witness told her that they did not. The men had their own 
side, as did the women. 

Commissioner Iman Jallow asked the witness how he is 
supporting his family these days. The witness told him 
that he is a tailor and he is trying his best to work and 
sustain his family. Commissioner Iman Sey then asked 
the witness who was feeding them whilst they were at 
the presidential treatment programme and the witness 
replied that the programme was in charge of providing 
their meals.

The witness then wrapped up his testimony by thanking 
the Commission. He prayed to Allah to bless everyone 
with long lives with good health and a high standard of 
living.

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Denial of right to health leading to death
Yahya Jammeh, Dr. Mbowe, Ansumana Jammeh, Awa 
Njie, Jawara (first name not given), Auntie Nyima (Badjie, 
Jatteh or Jammeh), Lamin (last name not given)

Cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment leading to 
death
Yahya Jammeh, Dr. Mbowe, Ansumana Jammeh

False imprisonment
Yahya Jammeh, Dr. Mbowe

Wilful misrepresentation
Yahya Jammeh
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WITNESS NAME:  Protected Witness

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 20th July 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The presidential fake HIV/AIDS 
treatment 

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Mother

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Survivor of the presidential 
fake HIV/AIDs treatment 

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Widow

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

The witness, whose identity was protected by the 
Commission, jumped directly into her medical history. 
She testified that her husband, who suffered from 
tuberculosis, went to the hospital looking for a cure. The 
doctors took a blood sample, and when he tested positive 
for HIV/AIDS, she was told that as his wife it was likely 
she was also positive. Her husband was given septrin, 
multivitamins, and B/Co. She went to the hospital for 
respiratory issues and was subsequently diagnosed 
as HIV positive and given the same medication as her 
husband. Apparently, the staff at the hospital told her 
there was no cure for the disease, but that there were 
medications that would help prolong their lives. She 
also enrolled in a support group called Nganiya Kiling 
Support Society where they discussed their difficulties 
and exchanged ideas. At that time, the witness and her 
husband were still able to go about their business and 
support their family. 

One day, she continued, she heard on the radio that 
Yahya Jammeh had announced he had a cure for 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, asthma, and diabetes. When 
you are ill, she said, and you hear someone saying 
they have a cure for what ails you, “you will run to 
that person so you will become well.” She testified 
that if it had been anyone apart from a doctor or the 
President, she would not have believed them, but as 
the President had declared he had received powers 
from Allah, she trusted him. After hearing the news 
on the radio, the witness and her husband went to 
seek out the President’s purported treatment. They 
did not know how long the treatment would last, 
so they left their children at home. At that time the 
eldest girl was 10, followed by a 9-year-old and an 
8-year-old. She also later referenced an elder son. 

On the first day of the supposed treatment, the 
witness and her husband provided their names, 
surname, village, place of birth, and current location 
to a man she identified as Dr. Mbowe. She later 
testified that they were the second batch to enrol in 
the alleged treatment programme. 

According to the witness, Dr. 
Mbowe gave them no information 
about the programme, and after 

taking their details, they were taken 
to a building in Kanifing where they 

spent the night.

On the second day, they were taken to State House 
by bus. Without telling them anything about the 
supposed treatment, they were asked to undress 
and don a towel to prepare for a massage. The room 
where the massage was conducted was full of people, 
including Yahya Jammeh and a cameraman. She lay 
down on a table, and was massaged with Shea butter 
and garlic by female nurses she identified as Fatou 
Fadera and another person (name was unclear) while 
the cameras recorded. She claimed no one had told 
her the cameras would be present. 
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When asked how it made her feel, 
she described it as a “betrayal for 
the whole world to see us like that 

… what we realised is that our rights 
were violated, we were abused 

because our families and the whole 
world were looking at us.”

After the massage, she continued, they were given a liquid 
to drink they were told was medicine. The drink made 
some people vomit and others suffer from diarrhoea. She 
said there were two liquids they were given throughout 
the ordeal, one was red, the other white. They would only 
give one kind of liquid per day, one in the morning, one 
in the afternoon. According to the witness, the red one 
caused her and others to suffer diarrhoea. The white 
one, she said, made her feel weak and she would start 
shaking all over. After drinking the substance, they would 
stay at State House for lunch, then be taken back to the 
building in Kanifing. 

They were not allowed to return to 
their homes at any point during the 

six-month ordeal. 

Thankfully, she said, the neighbours were able to watch 
over their children while they were gone. While there were 
no guards at their rooms, the compound they were housed 
in in Kanifing had a gate that was guarded by soldiers. 
From time to time people from the National Intelligence 
Agency, NIA, would also come through. According to the 
witness, men and women were in separate rooms. During 
the course of the alleged treatment, her husband’s 
pimples disappeared, but she did not know about the 
levels of the virus in his body. 

After the break, the witness revealed that they would 
sometimes be taken to Kanilai instead of State House. 
After drinking the supposed medicine, she continued, 
they would be brought to go pick cashew nuts at the then 

President’s plantation. Regardless of the fact they 
were usually feeling ill after drinking the mysterious 
liquid, they had little choice but to join in the labour. 
In addition to picking the cashew nuts, they would 
sometimes be woken at 2 in the morning to dance 
alongside drummers, sometimes for up to two hours. 
The witness believed that the former President 
thought it made people healthy. When asked if the 
President was also in attendance, she responded 
that he was not there with them, but sat in a place so 
he could watch. After dancing, she said, their bodies 
would feel mixed up.

Initially, the witness continued, 
they thought the “alternative 

treatment” would cure them, but 
they later discovered it was quite 
the opposite and caused them 

many difficulties. 

When asked what difficulties specifically, she 
mentioned the fact they were shown on television. 
She also said during the Yahya Jammeh’s purported 
treatment programme, they were told to stop taking 
the medicines they had received at the hospital. She 
referenced a time she did an interview in Kanilai and 
was asked if the medicine was beneficial to her. She 
said she had no choice but to say yes, adding that 
she was afraid to say Yahya Jammeh’s “medicine” 
was not working, despite knowing it was doing 
nothing for her. 

At one point in the programme, one of the “patients” 
was discharged to go home because there was a 
European or North American woman identified as 
Rose who was coming to visit her and provide some 
basic help. Apparently one day, Yahya Jammeh said 
he did not want to see any white people around, and 
released the Gambian woman from the programme. 
Another person was also released when they began 
quarrelling with a relative. 
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Moving on, the witness said that at 
least three people died during the 
treatment. 

The Counsel pointed out she had mentioned four names 
on the protected information sheet she had filled out 
before her oral testimony. One of those who died was 
an elderly woman, another was a young person who also 
suffered from diabetes. The third she mentioned was 
another woman from Brikama. 

After taking part in the programme for three months, she 
continued, they took a blood sample and afterwards Dr. 
Mbowe said the virus was “undetectable” in her system. 
At the time, she said, she believed Dr. Mbowe, even 
though she had seen some of her fellow patients die. 
However, her husband’s result apparently indicated that 
he still had the virus in his system, so they stayed for 
another three months. At the end, they were released 
without any further blood tests. 

She said at the time they were released they were not 
laid low by their illnesses, but they could tell there was 
something inside their body that was wrong. She went 
back to the hospital in Brikama, but the doctors there 
chased her away because she had left their treatment 
programme without telling them. She then went to a 
hospital in Banjul, complaining again about a breathing 
problem, and they took a HIV/AIDS test, which came 
back positive. At this point, she said she came to 
understand Dr. Mbowe’s statement to her had been false. 
Her husband also went to the hospital, and they were 
given septrin, multivitamins, B/Co, and antiretrovirals. 
The Counsel revealed that the witness had given the 
names of seven people who died immediately after the 
programme on the protected information sheet. Counsel 
Singhateh thus ended her questioning.

The Chair expressed his shock at the witness’ testimony, 
especially regarding harvesting cashew nuts and dancing 
in Kanilai, to which the witness simply repeated that 
Yahya Jammeh thought it was in line with their health. In 
response to a question from Commissioner Bishop Odico, 
the witness responded she did not tell Yahya Jammeh or 

his aides that she had left her children at home, but 
thankfully they had good neighbours who looked after 
them during their six months in the programme. 

In her concluding remarks, the 
witness stated that the airing of 
the alleged treatment on television 
brought her significant belittling in 
her village. 

Her children are still in school today and her husband 
has died, meaning there is no one to help them. “My 
family cannot sustain themselves”, she said. She 
ended by soliciting assistance for her family. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Denial of right to health
Dr. Mbowe, Yahya Jammeh, Fatou Fadera

Cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment 
Yahya Jammeh, Fatou Fadera
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He first attempted to enrol in the then President’s 
programme at Serrekunda General Hospital in 2009, 
but there were too many people present and he was 
not given a place in the programme. Indeed, it was 
so popular that people were coming from Senegal, 
Guinea, and Guinea Bissau to partake. The witness 
went with his ID, filled out a form, and gave them his 
phone number. When asked who he saw that day, 
he recalled Lamin Jatta, Dr. Mbowe, who the witness 
later revealed had actually helped guide them to the 
programme, and someone with the first name Jawara, 
who was registering all potential patients.  He also 
mentioned that Cuban doctors were present and 
scanning documents. However, the line to join the 
programme was so long, he claimed, that he waited 
until 2015 to actually join the programme. 

By 2015, the witness continued, the treatment 
had been moved to N’demban clinic in Bakau. He 
believed he was in the eighth batch of patients, and 
said by this time the programme had evolved into 
an outpatient programme. He would go to the clinic 
twice a day to drink the concoction and otherwise go 
about his normal life. Jawara and Dr. Mbowe were 
at the Serrekunda hospital and not as involved in 
the day to day running of the programme. Instead, 
he interacted with Ansumana Jammeh, Lamin Jatta, 
Aunty Nyima Badjie, and Lamin Camara among 
others, on a regular basis. Ansumana Jammeh, the 
witness revealed, was a relative of Yahya Jammeh 
and in addition to being the head of the programme in 
N’demban, he conducted what essentially amounted 

WITNESS NAME: Protected Witness

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 20th July 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The presidential fake HIV/AIDS 
treatment 

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Labourer

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Survivor of the presidential 
fake HIV/AIDS treatment 

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Unemployed

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

The witness began his testimony by disclosing that he 
was first diagnosed with AIDS in 2008 at a clinic in Bijilo. 
He was sceptical of his initial diagnosis, so he went to 
the Medical Research Council, MRC, to get a second 
test done. The MRC also confirmed the witness had 
AIDS. He was told he had a high viral load and a low 
CD4 count, which suggested he was very ill at the time. 
The witness was immediately put on antiretroviral drugs, 
which he was informed would suppress the illness. He 
was also told that there was no cure for HIV/AIDS, the 
best hope was to control the virus. After being treated 
at MRC he was transferred to Hands on Care in Brikama 
under the charge of Dr. Sabally, who continued to provide 
the same care as MRC, including psychosocial care. With 
the treatment regiment, the witness testified, he stayed 
healthy and was able to do any kind of work he wanted 
to do. 

The witness had first heard that Yahya Jammeh claimed 
he could cure AIDS before he was diagnosed with the 
disease. He also remembered being told that the then 
President’s treatment would help ward off malaria and 
other illnesses. The Counsel asked why he was interested 
in the then President’s programme, considering he was 
able to live a fit and healthy life? The witness responded 
that he wanted to drive the illness from his body, not just 
control it. “I just want to be cured out of my body and I 
believe him, he’s the President of the country!”
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Jammeh’s regiment, he developed a fungal infection 
on his tongue that made it difficult to swallow, and 
caused him to have a hard time eating. 

At the end of the day, he said, the 
treatment did not just fail to cure 
him of AIDS; it actually made him 
more ill. 

According to what the witness remembered, when 
he asked the people at N’demban clinic why the 
concoction had stopped arriving, they responded 
that the “big man” was not in his “right place.” When 
asked how he interpreted this statement, he said 
he believed it was a reference to the fact that the 
2016 election was coming up and Yahya Jammeh 
was focused on his political future. On one occasion, 
he visited the clinic when he was particularly weak 
and he was told he was dehydrated, given a drip, and 
provided some drugs for his anaemia. He confirmed 
that this basically amounted to saying that when 
the miracle drug was finished the clinic resorted to 
conventional drugs. 

When the witness told Lamin Jatta that he was going 
back to conventional medicine, he was told that was 
fine, but he should not return to Hands on Care. 
Instead, he was told to go to Serrekunda General 
Hospital. At the hospital, his blood was tested and he 
was put back on antiretroviral medications. However, 
he continued, before going into the alternative 
programme he was taking two tablets of antiretroviral 
medication every day, but he was only prescribed one 
at Serrekunda General Hospital. He said he started 
to feel better, but in many ways his health was still 
deteriorating. 

After a while he felt he was not receiving proper care 
at Serrekunda General Hospital and returned to 
Hands on Care. The doctors there realised he was 
very ill, and Dr. Sabally put him on three antiretroviral 
tablets a day. After a while he began to recover, and 

to intake interviews. Aunty Nyima Badjie, on the other 
hand, was responsible for people diagnosed with asthma 
and hypertension and did not treat the HIV/AIDS patients. 
The witness also said that during the programme, they 
never met the then President. Instead, patients were told 
Yahya Jammeh had trained others to administer the so-
called medicine. 

The supposed treatment programme, the witness 
continued, consisted of drinking a concoction. The 
concoction was administered by Lamin Camara and 
measured out with a standard tea-cup. The witness said 
he used to go to the clinic to take the first dose at 7:30 
am. He would then wait an hour and take the second 
dose, because their work schedule did not allow them to 
return in the evening. After a while, he said, he brought a 
5-litre jerry can and filled it up at the clinic so he did not 
have to go every morning. However, he specified that this 
was a special deal he organised and was not offered to 
every patient. 

The concoction itself was like murky water and had some 
thickness to it. After two to three days, it would become 
sticky and develop an unpleasant odour and taste, leading 
the witness to conclude it had gone through a process 
of fermentation. Despite being difficult to swallow, he 
continued taking it because he believed it was a cure. He 
also described another thick milky liquid they were given 
they called churra gerteh73 at which point the Counsel 
asked if this was what other witnesses had called chakri. 
The witness agreed it was. The witness testified he felt 
no beneficial effects from either of these concoctions. 
He was initially told the purported treatment would last 
six months, but three months into the programme the 
concoctions stopped coming. 

When he started the alternative treatment programme, 
the witness attested, he had been told to stop taking 
his antiretroviral medications. He again described how 
he had been healthy before joining the programme, but 
after he stopped taking the conventional medicine, his 
problems started. He detailed how he began to suffer 
from ulcers, diarrhoea, and anaemia, and blamed it on the 
new treatment he was taking. Towards the end of Yahya 

73Porridge made of rice and peanuts.
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now he said he can do everything he used to be able 
to do. However, the fungal infection is still there, and 
sometimes the ulcers come back. Moreover, during his 
remission he lost his job, which has really disturbed his 
life. The Counsel thus ended her questioning. 

Commissioner Jallow then asked the witness if he had 
an opportunity to meet Yahya Jammeh, what would he 
tell him? 

The witness responded: “What I would 
tell him is you are lying to people. It’s 
not true, you are just trying to kill 
people.”

In his final remarks, the witness thanked everyone at 
the TRRC. He said coming before the Commission made 
him feel like a person, which he was incredibly grateful 
for. However, he added that without work he was having 
problems securing accommodation, and appealed to the 
Commission for a helping hand. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Denial of right to health
Lamin Jatta, Dr. Mbowe, Jawara (surname not given), 
Ansumana Jammeh, Lamin Camara
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That same year, which the Counsel later estimated 
to be 2007, the witness was watching the television 
when she saw Yahya Jammeh claim that he could 
cure HIV/AIDS within two weeks with his supposed 
treatment. In the same programme, she saw 
“beautiful” people presented who were declared as 
being cured by someone she identified as Dr. Mbowe. 
In that moment, she said, she decided to go seek this 
miraculous treatment. When asked why she decided 
to join despite having been told there was no cure 
for HIV/AIDS at the hospital, she responded that she 
was convinced by the people who had undergone 
treatment and had come out saying they were cured, 
in addition to the fact that it was the President 
himself who had made the announcement. A video 
of the actual graduation ceremony she saw on TV 
was played solely for the witness, and she confirmed 
it was the one she had seen all those years ago.

Soon after – she later said the month of August - 
she went to the registration point for the alleged 
treatment and her name and other details were taken 
by Dr. Mbowe. Under further questioning, she added 
that Dr. Mbowe was working for Yahya Jammeh at 
the time. Two days later she got a call at night and 
was told to report to Kanifing the next morning. When 
she got to Serrekunda Hospital the next morning, 
she met a huge crowd of people, a number of whom 
were from Senegal, Guinea Bissau, and Guinea, in 
addition to soldiers and paramilitaries. A man was 
calling people’s names to board a series of buses 
while a cameraman captured the whole scene. 

The witness said they were not told 
the camera would be there, nor did 
they give their consent to be filmed. 

She said that many of the patients who had come, 
including herself, did not want to be shown on 
television due to the associated stigma. Meanwhile, 
those that were not admitted onto the buses were 
apparently crying because they were not accepted 
into the programme. 

WITNESS NAME: Protected Witness

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 21st July 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The presidential fake HIV/AIDs 
treatment programme

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Not mentioned

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Survivor of the presidential 
fake HIV/AIDs treatment programme

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Widow

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

The witness began her testimony by narrating to the 
Commission how she was first diagnosed with HIV 
between thirteen and fourteen years ago. She was 
pregnant at the time, and on one of her pre-natal visits 
to the hospital, they took a blood test. She remembered 
that upon receiving the diagnosis she had tested positive 
for HIV, she sat still on the chair for a long time until the 
man who delivered the crushing news returned. When 
he asked what the matter was, she replied that from 
watching films and news about HIV/AIDS, she believed 
she had less than ten years to live, “behold I will die 
too and leave my child who is still very young.” For the 
rest of her pregnancy she duly took the septrin she was 
prescribed. Her child was born, but a month later they 
succumbed, in her belief, to the virus. 
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Yahya Jammeh then took his 
supposed “medicine” – which the 
witness later said was Shea butter 
mixed with garlic - and massaged it 
all over their bodies, including their 
private parts. 

The “medicine” had a foul odour, and it was a 
significant irritant to people’s eyes. The massage was 
done in front of Dr. Mbowe and the then President’s 
security detail, who were all men.

After being rubbed with the mysterious substance, 
Yahya Jammeh then asked them to sit up and extend 
their hands to pray. He would then recite a prayer in 
the Jola language and tell the people to place their 
hands on their face. After the break, the Counsel 
asked the witness to review another video, also 
in confidence, of the former President massaging 
other women. She confirmed that this was also what 
happened to her, but added that what happened to her 
was worse because for a woman it was particularly 
bad for a man who was not their husband to touch 
their breasts, navel, and private parts. When asked 
if she would like to provide any more commentary, 
she said the massage was not pleasant, and at a 
minimum it should have been carried out by other 
women. 

After the massage, she continued, they were told to 
drink the so-called medicine. On the first day, they 
were given a concoction called jinneh, which had a 
thick consistency, had a red tinge, and looked like 
water that had been sitting in a container for six 
months. The liquid smelled and tasted bad, the 
witness said, and she said salt had also been added 
to it. Furthermore, she testified, it was an intoxicant. 
While it caused many people to vomit or have “blood 
vision”, the witness said it shook her entire body, 
and she had the sensation of vomiting, but could not 
throw up. After drinking the mysterious liquid, she 
was taken back to their quarters by Yahya Jammeh’s 
compound.

The Counsel then brought up some issues with the 
timeline she had presented, asking how she could have 
been in the fourth batch if the programme had only 
started in 2007? The witness replied that her batch 
started before the others ended, which the Counsel took 
to mean the batches were mixed together. 

Moving, on, she told the Commission that they had said 
the treatment would take two weeks. In reality, however, 
it took six months. Before boarding the buses on the first 
day, they were not told anything about the programme 
itself. She acknowledged that she entered the programme 
willingly, but once she was admitted, she was prevented 
from leaving. 

Once they got to Kanilai, she continued, they were taken 
to a place right next to the home compound of Yahya 
Jammeh. They were provided with gender-segregated 
bedrooms (however men had to walk through the women’s 
section to reach the bathroom), beds and towels, and 
told the programme would start the next morning. She 
later added they also saw Yahya Jammeh that afternoon. 
Before narrating the treatment itself, she explained how 
during her time in Kanilai she interacted with nurses, 
soldiers, and doctors. She testified that the man who 
gave out the medicine was Ansumana Jammeh, who she 
identified as a relative of Yahya Jammeh. The nurses she 
remembered were Awa Njie, Aunty Nyima Badjie, Lamin 
Sanneh, and someone with the first name Jawara and a 
Fula surname. 

The next morning, she continued, they were given the 
purported medicine by Ansumana Jammeh, who said it 
was part of the treatment. She described the concoction 
as clear as water, but very bitter and without a discernable 
odour. After lunch they were taken to a building on the 
outskirts of Kanilai by ponds with crocodiles and fish 
she said was called “drying floor”. In the building, Yahya 
Jammeh asked the women to undress including their 
earrings. They were only allowed to have a towel tied 
around their waist. A bed sheet was spread on the table, 
and they were told to lie down on their back. 
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attaya glasses of young girls to make them inebriated 
before sexually assaulting them. The witness 
described the feeling as being drunk. After being 
forced to drink the liquid, they brought in a bed of 
coals, placed some herbs on the coals, then locked 
the door to the room. Those who subsequently fell 
down in the smoke were accused of being witches 
and isolated and neglected until their relatives came 
to take them away. According to the witness many 
people’s conditions deteriorated significantly – for 
her it was her vision but others were apparently 
paralysed - after the experience with the kubejaro. 

Moving on, the witness testified that those who were 
taking antiretrovirals or septrin were told to stop 
their regimen while they were in Yahya Jammeh’s 
alleged treatment programme. Many of those people 
eventually got sicker. However, if you wanted to leave 
you had to say you were cured. This reality helped the 
witness understand why many people came forward 
to praise the programme publicly. 

According to her, nine people died 
during the purported treatment, 
which the witness chalked up to 
the various concoctions they were 
forced to drink. 

The witness then began to describe the physical labour, 
which they were forced to partake in. Patients were 
brought to Kanilai to participate in agriculture tasks 
including planting rice, harvested groundnuts, cutting 
the wonjo/sorrel, and picking cashews. While they 
were in Kanifing, they were forced to pound, winnow, 
and prepare coos, as well as shuck groundnuts. The 
witness said she had problems because she refused 
to work, telling the administrators and other patients 
that she had enroled in the programme solely to 
be treated for her disease. When she tried to take 
her coos to the machine to be pounded, she was 
pressured by the rest of the women to pound it by 
hand. The medicine, she said, was supposed to be 
free, but in reality, they paid for it with their labour. 

The next day, they were called again by Aunty Nyima to 
submit to the same process as the day before. However, 
instead of drinking jinneh they drank another concoction 
that was called omo. Omo also had an unpleasant odour, 
and according to the witness, it looked like the colour of 
the water after washing rice. Even a little bit of this liquid 
would make people want to vomit, so people held their 
nose while they consumed it. Many people experienced 
diarrhoea after drinking it, so much so that Yahya Jammeh 
joked that if their stomach was running, they should 
run after it. According to the witness, Yahya Jammeh 
claimed the diarrhoea was the sickness leaving the body. 
However, the witness testified, for some patients the 
diarrhoea was so severe and it weakened the body to 
such a degree that it caused some people to succumb to 
their diseases earlier than they would have. 

“You’ll ease your pain earlier because 
you’ll die earlier,” she said. 

The third concoction they were forced to drink was called 
chakri. The witness said she used to call it sawdust, 
because after drinking the liquid they would be forced 
to eat the dregs that remained which tasted, in her 
approximation, like sawdust. She said the drink came from 
the dried and pounded roots of a plant called Mankanas 
in Mandinka. While the fruits of the plant are sometimes 
eaten, she testified she had never seen anyone consume 
the roots before. Many people had difficulties chewing 
the dregs that remained, which also gave them stomach 
problems. 

The Counsel then asked the witness if there were any 
other medications they were forced to consume. The 
witness responded that there were two people who fell 
very ill during the alleged treatment programme. When 
Yahya Jammeh saw that they were not getting better, he 
declared that someone was using witchcraft to sabotage 
his treatment. Soon after a soldier she identified as 
Tambajiro74 came and called the women into a large 
room. He mixed a concoction in a bucket and then told 
everyone to drink a cupful. The witness identified the 
concoction as kubejaro75, and told the Commission she 
understood that in the past men would slip it into the 

74Tambajiro was named by a number of witnesses during the 10th session of the TRRC as a professional witch-
hunter who led a series of witch-hunts in villages in western Gambia in 2009. See TRRC Digest Edition 10.
75Also known as kubejara substance with the same name was given to hundreds of people during witch-hunts in 
early 2009. It is widely known as an intoxicant and alleged to be derived from the leaves of a relatively common 
plant in the region. See TRRC Digest Edition 10.
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She testified that she has gotten assistance for the 
group Santa Yallah, which has helped ease her mind, 
but she has yet to receive any material assistance. 

The Counsel ended her questioning and turned the 
testimony over the Commissioners. 

Commissioner Kinteh asked about the witness’ 
husband, and she responded that he is also very ill 
and cannot help provide for the family, adding to their 
hardships. Commissioner Bishop Odico then clarified 
that during the treatment they were allowed to take 
baths, but were not allowed to use soap. 

In her final remarks, the witness said that she could 
no longer be engaged in the activities that used to 
support her and her family. If she were in a rural area, 
she said, she could become involved in farming, but 
in the Kombos everyone goes to the market, which 
is a problem for her. She thus ended her testimony. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Denial of right to health
Dr. Mbowe, Yahya Jammeh, Ansumana Jammeh, 
Awa Njie, Aunty Nyima Badjie, Lamin Sanneh, Jawara 
(no surname given)

Sexual assault
Yahya Jammeh

Cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment leading to 
death
Yahya Jammeh, Dr. Mbowe, Tambajiro, Ansumana 
Jammeh, Aunty Nyima

False imprisonment
Yahya Jammeh

Wilful misrepresentation
Dr. Mbowe

She again said this was another 
reason why patients in the programme 
claimed they were healed – in order to 
be released from manual labour. 

Many of those who left towards the beginning were from 
Senegal and Guinea Bissau, but the Gambians in the 
programme had a harder time exiting because they had 
to stay in the country. The witness said she was released 
shortly after the naming ceremony of Yahya Jammeh’s 
son Muhammed. She was told by Aunty Nyima that she 
was among those who had been cured and they would 
host a party for them at Kanilai. She said she attended 
the passing out ceremony, but not the party. The Counsel 
then played another video clip solely for the witness, and 
she confirmed it was one of the graduation ceremonies. 
She also confirmed that they told her she was no long 
detectable, meaning she had been cured of HIV/AIDS. 

However, when she got home, she became very ill, 
so she went back to the hospital where they gave her 
antiretroviral drugs. She specified that she had not been 
on the antiretrovirals before enroling the then President’s 
programme, which led the Counsel to conclude that the 
programme had actually made her sicker. When asked 
what the impact of the treatment was on her life, she 
responded “suffering and retardation.” Apparently, 
when she returned home she learned her husband had 
been evicted from the compound because the landlord 
had found out she was HIV positive. Since then paying 
rent regularly has been difficulty, forcing them to move 
frequently. The eldest child had to drop out of the school 
to help provide for the family. The witness’ sister also 
passed away, leaving the witness with two further children 
to take care of. She said she cannot do the kind of work 
she used to do for money, and now is involved in petty 
trading. 

She said the stigma has been so bad 
that even her own family does not 
assist her. 
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Lamin Moko Ceesay, a survivor of the fraudulent HIV/AIDs treatment programme.
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medication, according to him because he did not 
have the means to join the presidential programme. 

However, the witness testified, one day at Banjul 
Hospital he saw Dr. Tamsir Mbowe, who he had 
heard through the radio was associated with the 
presidential program. Apparently, Dr. Tamsir Mbowe 
was a very approachable individual, so when the 
witness saw him, he told him he was ill with HIV and 
that he wanted to join the presidential programme. 

He asked the doctor if it was really 
true that people had been cured, to 
which Dr. Tamsir Mbowe apparently 
responded, “yes, they had already 
cured a lot of people who had already 
gone home.” 

He apparently specifically cited Ousman Sowe and 
Kebba Janneh as people who had been shown on 
TV to have been cured and discharged. Dr. Tamsir 
Mbowe allegedly urged the witness to enrol in the 
programme, telling him he would have no problems 
in joining. 

“That was my only intention in those days, to be able to 
be cured,” the witness said, providing a little context, 
for his eagerness to join. The witness went back to his 
doctor, Tijan Baldeh, and told him of his intention to 
join the presidential programme. He asked his doctor 

WITNESS NAME: Protected Witness

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 22th July 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The presidential fake HIV/AIDS 
treatment programme

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Not mentioned 

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Survivor of the presidential 
fake HIV/AIDS treatment programme

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

The testimony began with the Chair reminding the 
Commission that it was the 15th anniversary of the murder 
of the West African migrants, which was subsequently 
mentioned by both the imam and bishop in their opening 
prayers. 

The witness then confirmed that the background details 
he had provided on the protected witness sheet were 
correct. The Deputy Lead Counsel then asked how the 
witness learned he had HIV/AIDs. The witness said it 
was between eight and ten years ago. He was recently 
married, and his wife fell ill. He took her to Banjul Hospital, 
where after a battery of tests, she was diagnosed with 
HIV. A test he took, on the advice of the doctor, also came 
back positive. He remembered being told he had a high 
viral load. His new wife died not long after. 

The witness told the Commission that he immediately 
began taking the conventional medicine that was 
prescribed by Tijan Baldeh, the witness’ personal doctor 
at Banjul Hospital. He described his health as very good 
at the time.

He first heard about then President Yahya Jammeh’s 
alleged cure for HIV/AIDS through the radio. He later 
added that the same message was distributed through 
the television, where they also showed the people the 
former president claimed to have cured. However, at 
the time, the witness continued taking the conventional 
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snack food. The person responsible for mixing the 
concoction was Ansumana Jammeh, who the witness 
had earlier identified as a relative of Yahya Jammeh. 
However, on the first day, at the glasshouse by Yahya 
Jammeh’s residence in Banjul, the former president 
himself came with a plastic cup and served the 
mixture. In addition to the hospital in Kanifing and 
State House, the witness later testified, they were 
also brought to Kanilai on at least one occasion to 
receive the concoction. 

The witness then said there were at least four other 
concoctions that were prepared for them named 
“jinneh,” “omo,” “apeti” or “apetee,” and “kubejaro.” 
They would be told to drink the concoction in the 
morning and in the evening. 

On a handful of occasions, they were 
told to strip naked and given a towel 
to wrap around themselves. 

They would then be told to lie down while a special 
oil was mixed with water, which was then massaged 
into them while the person giving the massage 
recited Islamic chants. When asked who was leading 
the massaging, the witness identified Ansumana 
Jammeh, but claimed that there were many nurses 
and doctors who were there actually carrying it out.  

After drinking the concoction, the witness continued, 
they would be told to sit, sometimes all day long. 
The concoctions made a number of people vomit, 
including the witness. The ‘omo’ drink specifically 
would give people diarrhoea, and ‘jinneh’ made 
people dizzy and confused, which the witness 
compared to be drunk on alcohol. He later said that 
‘jinneh’ also gave people diarrhoea. He confirmed 
that the so-called treatment had serious deleterious 
effects on many people. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel asked the witness if 
people came from other countries to participate 
in the presidential programme. He replied that he 
remembered one Fula man from Guinea who was 

to prepare a document that he could take to deposit 
when enroling in the new programme. According to what 
the witness remembered, Tijan Baldeh was reluctant to 
allow him to join the presidential programme, but he was 
also afraid to prevent him or discourage him from joining. 
Eventually, the doctor reluctantly prepared a document 
for the witness. 

The first day the witness went to enrol at the new hospital 
in Kanifing, he did not find anyone there, and was told by 
a guard to come back on a Thursday. When he came 
back on Thursday, he still did not encounter Dr. Tamsir 
Mbowe but he did end up speaking with someone with 
the surname Touray, who claimed he was associated with 
the presidential programme. After reading the letter from 
Tijan Baldeh, Touray gave the witness his number, and 
told him to call from time to time to learn when the next 
intake would take place.
 
After multiple calls, the witness was finally told a new 
intake would be happening soon. While he was rejected 
again due to too many people trying to enrol, he did 
meet Dr. Tamsir Mbowe. After a short discussion, he 
was admitted into the programme not long after. As a 
part of joining the programme he wrote down his name, 
and gave a blood sample that he was told was tested, 
although he never saw the results. They spent the first 
night at Kanifing Hospital, which had not yet been opened 
at the time. There were paramilitary officers, he said, who 
were at the gate so “nobody would leave the hospital.” He 
said he could not remember precisely what batch he was, 
but he believed he was in the third or fourth. 

After spending the night at the Kanifing Hospital, slightly 
fewer than 100 people boarded “Yahya Jammeh’s yellow 
bus” and they were taken to a small glasshouse by Yahya 
Jammeh’s residence in Banjul. They saw Yahya Jammeh, 
who made it very clear that they would have to stop their 
conventional medicine regime because “his medicine 
does not go along with conventional medicine.”

The Deputy Lead Counsel then asked the witness to 
explain exactly what the so-called treatment consisted of. 
The first day, he replied, they had something they called 
chakri, which was a powder they mixed with milk and hot 
water in the same manner as the popular breakfast and 
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He remembered his discharge occurring in the same 
year the witch hunters came to the place he was 
residing at the time. During their discharge, he said, 
they were all told that they were cured. However, the 
witness said he knew he was not well and indeed 
was very sick. He accused the people administering 
the presidential programme of pretending the cure 
them, knowing full well that they were not actually 
providing any relief. “From Yahya Jammeh to Dr Tamsir 
Mbour, they were all telling lies,” he stated. 

Moving on, the witness said that during the so-called 
treatment programme, his health condition remained 
unchanged with no discernible improvement. However, 
after he was released, he began to suffer greatly, “to 
the point that all my legs and hands became limp or 
they became like if they were paralysed.” He testified 
that he had to have people come and help him turn 
over in his own bed because he could not move any 
part of his body apart from his head. 

In his greatest hour of desperation, his nephew took 
action by taking him to a hospital in Banjul where 
they scanned him and gave him a document to take 
to another doctor. He was prescribed massages for 
his limbs, and told that the problem had entered his 
bones and muscles. The doctors asked him what 
kind of food he was eating, and he replied he was 
eating normal food. However, the doctors pushed 
back and said he must have consumed something, 
which severely impacted his health. 

Upon further reflection, the 
witness concluded that it was the 
concoctions he had been given that 
had caused this serious hardship. 

In fact, he testified, despite returning to the 
conventional medicine he was taking before, he 
still has a hard time walking today. Meanwhile, his 
children who were enroled in school had to drop out 
and their education discontinued so that he could 

staying in the United Kingdom, two people from Saudi 
Arabia, one woman from Nigeria, one person from Malawi, 
one person from Mauritania, and a number of people 
from Guinea-Conakry. He said they had come because 
they wanted to be cured, but once they witnessed the 
suffering and the lack of improvement they abandoned 
the programme. 

The witness categorically declared that the former 
president did not cure him. In fact, he said, he did not 
see anyone who was cured by the presidential program. 
Instead, a number of people died during or directly after 
participating. He named Ousman Kujabi, the Fula man 
who stayed in England, one of the people from Saudi 
Arabia, and a number of women as those who passed 
away. He began listing other names, but the Deputy Lead 
Counsel told him to simply confirm the names on the 
protected witness sheet to avoid identifying people in 
public. 

The witness then revealed that he had actually brought 
some of one of the so-called medications to his testimony. 
He said that he had obtained the powder from a man 
named Colley who had been at the treatment centre, and 
had given him the powder when he had been released. 
Usually the powder was mixed with hot milk, but at home 
the witness just mixed it with hot water. He said this 
was the powder that was used in the ‘chakri’ mixture. He 
turned over the powder to the Commission, who said they 
would have it tested to find out its actual composition.

The witness said he ended up staying in the programme 
for one year and five months. 

When asked why he did not leave, the 
witness claimed that Yahya Jammeh 
told them that for Gambian citizens in 
the programme, “anybody who stops 
the treatment and leaves the place, 
where you go, he would send soldiers 
after you and bring you back.” 
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afford his medication, which he continues to take. He 
said living is still very difficult for him, and ultimately he 
depends on the help of good people. 

The Deputy Lead Counsel ended her questioning and 
turned the witness over the Commission. Commissioner 
Samba asked the witness how many wives he had when 
he was diagnosed with HIV. The witness responded that 
he had two wives, and it was the newest who had fallen ill 
with the virus. He told the Commission his first wife had 
also gotten tested, and thankfully was negative. 

The witness began his closing statement by thanking the 
Commissioners and asking Allah to prevent them from 
contracting a disease like HIV/AIDS. He said the TRRC had 
shed light on many things and the audience had learned 
a lot. He told the Commission they were still suffering up 
until the present, and pleaded for assistance. He said 
some people still believe the disease does not actually 
exist, and insisted that those who suffer should not hide 
it. He said ultimately his anger falls mostly with Dr. Tamsir 
Mbowe because he is a doctor and he knew what was 
happening. He said that Dr. Tamsir Mbowe should have 
not advised the witness to join the programme in the first 
place as he must have known it was a fraud. Furthermore, 
he said that Yahya Jammeh enjoyed parading the people 
in the programme before the cameras and the world, 
saying that he had cured them. He ended by thanking the 
Commissioners again and offering them blessings. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Willful misrepresentation
Tamsir Mbowe, Yahya Jammeh

Denial of right to health
Tamsir Mbowe, Ansumana Jammeh, Yahya Jammeh

Cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment leading to 
death
Yahya Jammeh, Ansumana Jammeh, 

False imprisonment
Yahya Jammeh
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a two-year diploma in biomedical science attached to 
the Medical Research Council, MRC. After receiving 
the diploma in 2002 he was promoted to a lab 
technician. He later attended training in Cameroon 
in 2007, and pursued a Bachelor’s of Science at the 
University of The Gambia, which he received in 2015. 

In response to questioning from the Counsel, the 
witness said that in 2006 and 2007 he was the 
head of the haematology unit in the laboratory for the 
Infections Disease Clinic, IDC. The IDC was created 
with the assistance of the Global Fund to address 
people with HIV and other infectious diseases. The 
witness said he was well acquainted with HIV testing, 
and agreed it was his area of expertise. At the time 
he was doing many of the tests for HIV that were 
coming through the laboratory. 

Landing Faal initially said he was not a part of the 
presidential HIV/AIDS programme, and that it had 
been a coincidence that the samples were brought 
to him. Under further questioning, he admitted that 
it was around mid-2007 when the samples were 
brought to him. After a confusing exchange in which 
the witness spoke about his general duties analysing 
blood samples, he began to list the people working 
in the laboratory at the time. He identified Awa Ndow 
as his assistant, and Abdoulie Bathchilly as another 
laboratory technician who would bring in the samples 
for the presidential programme. The head of hospital 
at the time was Dr. Malick Njie, and their immediate 
supervisor was Professor Nyang, who authorised 
the witness to carry out tests for the presidential 
treatment programme, and in fact accompanied him 
the first time it happened. 

When asked if it was normal for staff 
to be removed from their normal 
positions and sent to work on a 
presidential programme while still be 
paid by RVTH, the witness responded 
it was “completely abnormal.” 

WITNESS NAME: Landing FAAL

TRRC HEARING Date (S): 23rd July 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: His role in conducting tests for 
the fake HIV/AIDS treatment programme 

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Lab technician at the 
Royal Victoria Teaching Hospital

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Head of the haematology 
unit in the laboratory

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Lab technician 
at Edward Francis Small Teaching Hospital 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Landing Faal began his testimony by describing how he 
grew up and was educated in Banjul and MacCarthy, 
before getting a job with the United Kingdom Project’s 
Office. However, following the 1994 coup, the United 
Kingdom halted development assistance, leaving him 
without a job. He went across the road to the Royal Victoria 
Teaching Hospital, RVTH and applied for a position as 
a laboratory assistant in the national health laboratory. 
When asked what qualifications he had at the time, he 
replied he had no training in being a laboratory assistant, 
but that he had received his O-levels. After an interview, 
he was offered a position in the microbiology unit. 

After securing the job, he undertook a period of training 
where he moved around all sections of the laboratory to 
understand how everything worked. After a while, he was 
selected with some of his colleagues to go and undertake 
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he said, they did not even know if the sample was 
coming from someone who was an HIV patient or just 
someone who was known to be negative. 

When asked why he participated in something that 
so deeply violated normal protocol, the witness 
responded, “I work on authority.” When the samples 
were brought to him, he asked his supervisor what 
to do, and was told to carry on. When asked about 
the circumstances that would compel someone to 
go against operational procedures, the witness 
responded “security, just to secure yourself, your 
family.” He said he felt he could have lost his job or 
even been “picked up” and beaten for refusing to do 
what they wanted. 

The President, Landing Faal 
continued, had claimed that he had 
a cure for HIV/AIDS in a bid to further 
empower himself and increase the 
perception he was a gifted herbalist. 

However, he added, up until now he knows of no 
cure for the disease. The best option, which works 
well, is the antiretroviral treatment. Even when Yahya 
Jammeh first made these claims, he knew it was a 
hoax. When asked how it felt to be working on the 
presidential programme even when he knew it was 
a hoax, the witness responded it made him feel 
“uncomfortable.”

Under further questioning, he revealed that he was 
testing the samples for less than one year before 
they were diverted, assumedly to other technicians. 
He testified that he did the CD4 count on the first 
batch of patients, which he remembered as being 
between 7 and 11 people. He then tested the 
second, third, and potentially the fourth batch, all of 
who arrived within one month of each other. Overall it 
was “hundreds” of tests. In addition to being a very 
busy period of his lab, the witness continued, the 
whole programme was not properly organised, with 
samples coming in at the wrong time. 

According to the witness, he was handpicked to be on 
the presidential programme because he was an expert 
and the only one trained to analyse CD4 counts. He 
then explained that a low CD4 count indicates a poorly 
functioning immune system, and a high CD4 count 
suggests a healthy immune system. Another way to test 
HIV, the witness said, was the viral load, which essentially 
reveals how much of the virus is in a patient’s system. 
With proper anti-retroviral treatment, the viral load can go 
so low that it is undetectable. 

The Counsel then confirmed that essentially the lower the 
CD4 count, indicating a weak immune system, the higher 
the viral load. Furthermore, Landing Fall said, there is a 
rapid test, known as an antibody test, which determines 
simply whether a patient has HIV and whether it’s HIV 1 or 
HIV 2. After the Counsel repeated back what the witness 
had explained, he jokingly said that she had understood 
so well that he could call her a scientist from here on out. 

The Counsel brought the testimony back to the standard 
operating procedures for an HIV patient. The witness 
explained that when patients arrived at the hospital, they 
would fill out a request form, which included their name, 
age, referral centre, name of the doctor, and clinical 
data, which would be given to the receptionist for proper 
record keeping. The patient would then be referred to the 
sample collection room where a phlebotomist would, for 
CD4 counts, take a blood sample. He specified that no 
names were written on the tests, just serial numbers. 
As the technician, he would test the samples and verify 
a proper chain of custody. This was all under the IDC 
programme.

However, when the presidential programme started, 
the samples came into the technicians’ lab out of 
nowhere. Beforehand, Landing Faal said, he would never 
have taken a sample that was not collected in his lab, 
even if it was labelled, as it violated the ethics of the 
medical profession. He said taking random samples 
was dangerous because they did not have confirmation 
of where the sample actually came from. Furthermore, 
there was no procedure for how the results should be 
entered and where they should be referred. In this case, 
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test conducted. He said he believed that the 
programme used the viral load results to try to show 
the treatment was fine, and avoided the antibody test 
because it would have shown the patient was still 
positive and thus had not been cured.

After a break, the Counsel asked the witness what he 
knew about whether antibody tests were used in the 
presidential programme. Those, he said, were the 
responsibility of Mr Batchilly. Moving on to the viral 
load tests, the witness said that after the viral load 
samples were extracted, they were sent to Senegal, 
Morocco, and Egypt for testing as The Gambia 
lacked the resources to do the testing at the time. 
On television it was later announced that the results 
were undetectable.

However, based on the CD4 count he had done, 
Landing Faal continued, they would have expected a 
very high viral load. Perhaps, the Counsel suggested, 
the tests were done on healthy samples, and when 
the results came back everything was disguised. The 
witness said this could very well be the case. He 
said he could not stand by the results, because the 
collection of the samples had been fundamentally 
flawed. There were no records, for example, attached 
to the samples, which were delivered by Abdoulie 
Batchilly. He testified that he never actually saw 
the patients themselves, and acknowledged that he 
had to take Abdoulie Batchilly on his word that the 
samples were coming from the treatment programme. 

When asked if the samples could have been coming 
in from people who were not HIV positive, the witness 
said that he had assumed that multiple samples 
were taken from a single patient and passed off 
as multiple people. The witness also agreed that 
without the request form from the patient, the tests 
themselves did not have the acknowledged consent 
of the patient. 

Moving back to personnel, Landing Faal identified all 
those who worked as assistants under him at the 
time. He named Awa Ndow and Adam Njie, both still 
at haematology at RVTH, and Adama Jaiteh, who has 
since passed. He also named Mama Nyabally, who 

Regarding the tests themselves, the witness continued, 
they had very low CD4 counts, meaning that patients’ 
immune systems were in jeopardy. The Counsel confirmed 
that these tests were coming from people who were 
purportedly taking part in the presidential programme, 
after which the witness again said that the majority of the 
tests showed a very low CD4 count. 

When asked what that meant about 
Yahya Jammeh’s treatment, the 
witness responded “treatment failure, 
or restart everything.”

The Counsel then asked Landing Faal if anything strange 
happened during the first passing out ceremony. He 
responded that indeed while the ceremony was being 
shown on TV, his wife pointed out that the papers the 
minister was holding were the CD4 results with the 
witness’ signature. However, the presenter of the material 
- then Minister Dr. Tamsir Mbowe, who he believed was the 
head of the presidential programme – was in fact talking 
about the viral load. Furthermore, the Counsel pointed 
out, the then minister was not only saying that the viral 
loads were low while holding the CD4 results, but he also 
said that because the viral loads were undetectable, the 
AIDS virus had left their bodies. 

The witness accused Dr. Tamsir Mbowe 
of deceiving people by showing the 
CD4 results while talking about viral 
load results. 

He also said it would be highly unlikely for a patient to 
have a low CD4 and also not be able to detect the virus. 
Furthermore, being undetectable and being negative are 
not the same thing. He pointed out that even if a patient 
has an undetectable viral load, they still need to use their 
antiretroviral treatment and they will continue to test 
positive with the rapid antibody test. 

At no point during the presidential programme, Landing 
Faal said, did he ever administer or witness an antibody 
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Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony:

Denial of right to health
Tamsir Mbowe, Yahya Jammeh

Wilful misrepresentation
Tamsir Mbowe

is now stationed in polyclinic, Maimuna Jenga, who was 
within the IDC, and Sarjo Njie, but said she was not around 
much at the time. He later mentioned Anta Jammeh, who 
was no longer in the system. Apart from Anta Jammeh, 
he said, they all helped him perform the tests.

The witness then confirmed that he 
could not verify the authenticity of 
the tests, and that Abdoulie Batchilly 
was the only person who told him that 
the tests came from the presidential 
treatment programme. 

The Counsel then thanked the witness, and turned the 
floor over to the Commissioners.

Commissioner Kinteh then suggested that once 
the patients were discharged from the presidential 
programme, they should have been instructed to continue 
administering the drug to sustain themselves, but this did 
not happen because they had been misled into believing 
they no longer carried the virus. The witness replied that 
this was the process at the IDC where they practiced the 
scientific method. Patients there, he insisted are told to 
continue on their anti-retroviral regimen.

The witness began his closing remarks by thanking the 
Commission and saying it was not necessarily easy to 
come before the TRRC. At first his wife was hesitant, 
asking him what he knew and what he would say, but 
he explained everything to her to her satisfaction. He 
said he knew she was watching him right now, and told 
the Commission she had advised him not to “go over 
camera.” He said he was not trying to label anyone 
specifically, but he was just trying to do his work and 
follow what he knows scientifically. He thus ended his 
testimony. 



109|

“Even to disclose somebody’s result 
even to a close relative was not right, 
much more for them to be shown on 
television,” she explained. 

She also said that in normal medical practice, if a 
male doctor is examining a woman, there should be 
another woman in the room as a chaperone. When 
asked how she felt seeing these basic ethics being 
violated, she replied she was embarrassed and it 
was clearly a violation, but quickly added: “but I did 
not have the power to change it.” She also said it 
was especially wrong coming from the leader of the 
nation. 

When asked how she became involved in the PATP, 
Dr. Mariatou Jallow quickly responded that she 
was only an observer. She said she was invited to 
attend a few treatment sessions and to be the chair 
at the first ceremony for the discharge of patients. 
Starting with the treatment sessions, she clarified 
she was only there for some of them, and again only 
as an observer. She said she witnessed the then 
President, Dr. Mbowe, and Dr. Njie giving the patients 
massages. On one occasion, she said, she was also 
called to participate in the massages. This was all 
shown on TV. After the massages, the patients would 
be given something to drink by Yahya Jammeh and 
were sometimes provided with bananas. 

WITNESS NAME: Mariatou JALLOW

TRRC HEARING DATE (S): 23rd July 2020

EVENT (S) DISCUSSED: The presidential fake HIV/AIDs 
treatment programme

POSITION BEFORE THE EVENT (S): Various high level 
positions in the Ministry of Health

ROLE DURING THE EVENT (S): Observed and participated 
in massaging patients and presided over the discharge 
of the first batch of patients from Yahya Jammeh’s fake 
HIV/AIDS treatment

POSITION AT THE TIME OF TESTIMONY: Not mentioned

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY:

Dr. Mariatou Jallow’s testimony began with the Lead 
Counsel explaining that because she had already testified 
before the Commission76 they would jump straight 
into her experience with the Presidential Alternative 
Treatment Programme, PATP. She declared that she was 
the director of health services, but was out of the country 
when she first heard that Yahya Jammeh had claimed he 
had a treatment for people with HIV. She specified that 
her understanding of “having a cure” meant the illness 
was removed from the body and it no longer afflicted 
the person. At first, she claimed, she was excited that 
perhaps a cure for HIV/AIDS had been discovered. She 
said she wanted it to be true. However, under further 
questioning she acknowledged that having a cure for 
HIV/AIDS that took only three days, “it would be too good 
to be true.”

When she returned to The Gambia, she turned on the 
TV and saw patients undergoing the so-called treatment. 
She described seeing people being given massages 
and something to drink. She testified they looked 
helpless. She also said she was very surprised to see 
everything playing out on TV because patient privacy and 
confidentiality is a core value in medicine. 

76Mariatou Jallow testified before the Commission in September 2019 about the 10/11
 
April 2000 Student 

Protests and the politicization of medical care for survivors. See TRRC Digest Edition 8, pages 39 – 42.   
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Her promotion to the position of chief medical director 
did not change this opinion. She briefly narrated a 
situation where a severely dehydrated patient was 
brought into their ward. They put the patient on an 
intravenous fluid drip for a while then sent them back 
to the PATP. This was not normal for someone who 
was being “cured”, she said. 

Dr. Mariatou Jallow was then asked about how the 
programme progressed over the years. She described 
how the programme was initially carried out at State 
House, before things were moved to Kanilai, then 
Serrekunda, and finally N’demban medical clinic. 
The head of the programme, she continued was Dr. 
Mbowe. She also mentioned Dr. Malick Njie being 
involved. She again clarified that apart from those at 
State House, she did not witness or take part in any 
of the treatment programmes in Kanilai, Serrekunda 
or N’demban. In addition to these doctors, nurses, 
nurse attendants, as well as the occasional lab 
person, were also involved in the programme.

 At first the witness said some patients and the 
public alike could tell that the medical staff were 
under difficult circumstances and did not want to be 
there, while others may have felt the presence of the 
medical professionals legitimised the programme. 
When asked point blank whether the presence of 
doctors gave the process a stamp of approval, the 
witness responded in the negative, again claiming 
that many people knew the doctors were not there of 
their own free will. She said that “stamp of approval” 
was not the right word. The Lead Counsel then offered 
“recognition,” which the witness accepted. The Lead 
Counsel detailed how another witness had testified 
that the presence of the medical people led them to 
believe the treatment was legitimate and that they 
had to submit to the programme. “Fair enough,” the 
witness responded.

The Lead Counsel then asked whether the presence of 
observers would also give the programme recognition. 
Dr. Mariatou Jallow again disputed the charge, 
saying that given the prevailing circumstances in the 
country, they might think something was amiss. She 

When asked about why patients participated in the 
programme, the witness replied that they thought they 
would be cured. The advertisements that played on 
television helped recruit people into the programme. 
However, the witness also said she was aware of the 
global reaction to Yahya Jammeh’s claim that he had 
a treatment for HIV/AIDS. The Lead Counsel then read 
from a BBC article, which quoted a South African medical 
specialist who “lambasted” the former President’s claim 
as “inconceivable.”77 In response, the witness claimed 
she was not familiar with these articles, but that she 
was aware of criticism from within. She specifically cited 
a representative of the United Nations Development 
Program, UNDP, who spoke against the PATP and was given 
48 hours to leave the country, as well as an international 
reporter with the BBC who angered Yahya Jammeh by 
asking for more details.

The Lead Counsel then asked for Dr. Mariatou Jallow’s 
general impressions of how the alleged treatment 
programme advanced. The witness responded that in 
the standard treatment of HIV/AIDS, improvement was 
measured by physical signs and the CD4 count. She said 
that, as she was neither weighing the patients on the 
daily basis nor following their CD4 counts, she could not 
comment on that specifically. However, she stated that 
when she began working in the health sector as a doctor 
she met people who had been a part of the PATP and 
had returned to conventional treatment, meaning, in her 
mind, “this was just not a cure.”

Moving on, the witness confirmed that she was the 
director of health services when the programme was 
inaugurated. Regarding whether she had any feeling 
that the patients were actually being cured of HIV/AIDS, 
the witness waffled. She said she did not want to make 
unsubstantiated claims, but that when she said some 
were looking OK, that did not mean they had been cured, 
because the virus could still in their system. 

Under further questioning, she testified 
that she never had any belief they were 
cured. 

77See BBC 2nd February 2007 - President’s ‘HIV cure’ condemned.
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consent, there would be documentation to prove it. 
The Lead Counsel then described how a participant 
in the first batch had testified that they had not been 
informed they would be hospitalised. The witness 
said this was not informed consent. 

Dr. Mariatou Jallow confirmed that she was aware 
that during the first batch it was claimed that lab 
tests done in Senegal suggested that the patients 
had been cured of HIV. She also remembered that 
the Senegalese officials were not happy with this 
announcement. The Lead Counsel then read from 
a Reuters article from 2007 titled “Gambian herbal 
AIDS cure no such thing: scientists,” in which Dr. 
Souleymane Mboup, a member of the International 
AIDS society and a professor at University of 
Dakar, said he had been duped into analysing the 
samples and that the interpretation by the Gambian 
authorities was incorrect. “In no circumstance may 
the tests conducted in my laboratory be used as 
proof of an alleged cure for HIV” the article quoted Dr 
Souleymane Mboup as saying.78 The witness again 
claimed that the PATP was false. 

The Lead Counsel then moved on to the witness’ role 
in the discharging of patients from the programme. 
The Lead Counsel had a video from the first 
discharge ceremony played for the Commission. 
The video itself was not shown, but the audio was 
aired to the general public. In the audio the witness 
is heard addressing the audience at the discharge 
ceremony. After greeting those assembled, she said 
it was indeed a great day in the lives of those who 
had completed the programme, and that hope and 
life had been restored to them.

Back at the Commission, the Lead Counsel asked Dr. 
Mariatou Jallow how she felt when she was making 
these statements. She replied that she had to be 
very careful, and that she was happy, happy in quotes 
she stressed, that people were free to leave the 
programme. She pointed out she did not say they 
were cured, just that they had been declared fit to 
go home. However, the Lead Counsel countered she 
had also said that hope and life had been restored to 

accepted that the advertisements were there, but again 
disputed that being an observing doctor helped give the 
programme credence. However, when the Lead Counsel 
asked why patients would come to a programme they did 
not believe in, she replied that no one would enrol unless 
they thought the programme would work, thereby inferring 
that they must have found the programme credible. 

Moving on, the witness confirmed that patients’ blood 
samples were taken, but that she was never shown the 
results. When the Lead Counsel asked if that was strange, 
considering she had attended some of the treatment 
sessions, the witness stressed that the PATP had its own 
system and she was just an observer. As to why she 
was invited to be an observer, she ventured that perhaps 
it was because she was a doctor in the system, again 
emphasising that she did not have a role in treatment, 
monitoring, or evaluating the patients. However, when the 
Lead Counsel pointed out she did in fact take part in the 
application of “medication,” the witness acknowledged 
that she was “partially involved” in the programme. 

However, Dr. Mariatou Jallow said she still did not find 
it strange that, despite her partial involvement, she 
was never shown any of the programme’s results. She 
did, however, agree that the programme was shrouded 
in secrecy. She said she could not remember if army 
officers gathered the patients, but that it was likely, and 
that in general the public did not have access to them. 

“In our profession,” she said, “this was 
not normal.” She agreed it amounted 
to unlawful detention. 

Moving on, the witness then described how informed 
consent in the medical practice meant that patients 
signed onto their treatment programme having been 
given all the information, in a language they understood, 
about the procedure they were about to undergo. When 
asked if the patients in the PATP had been given the 
information they needed to make an informed decision 
to join, the witness responded that she could not tell 
because she was not there when they were recruited. 
However, she added that if they had provided informed 

78See Reuters 25th April 2007 - Gambian herbal AIDS cure no such thing: scientists.
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Moving on, the witness explained that after the 
government terminated her employment she worked 
in various health facilities in the country. In this 
capacity, she treated some of the people who had 
previously been enrolled in the PATP. She testified that 
her experience confirmed any doubts she had about 
the efficacy of the programme because, according 
to some of their records, patients’ conditions had 
actually deteriorated further when they were enrolled 
in the supposed treatment programme. The PATP 
was not effective she said, and was in fact especially 
bad for those who stopped their prophylaxis. There 
was never any cure for HIV/AIDS, and according to 
the witness, Yahya Jammeh should never have been 
allowed to claim he had one. When asked whose 
responsibility it was to not allow him to do so, the 
witness responded that she did not have an answer. 
The Lead Counsel thus ended his questioning and 
turned the witness over the Commission.

The Chair then repeated the Lead Counsel’s last 
question, asking whether it was incumbent on doctors 
to tell the then President his cure was a fraud. The 
witness agreed, but said it was also the responsibility 
of the medical and dental counsel, health related 
NGOs, and the entire population to speak out. In 
response to the Chair’s second question, the witness 
insisted that she had been invited to participate in 
the massage and had not volunteered. Administering 
something on the patients she did not believe was 
effective felt bad, she said, but she also felt she 
could not refuse.

Commissioner Kinteh then challenged the witness 
who had earlier disputed that by participating in the 
programme the doctors had essentially endorsed it. 
He pointed out that numerous patients had testified 
to this. He also asked her to recant that it was up to 
the general public to stand up to the then President on 
the legitimacy of the cure. He argued that the general 
public was not informed enough, and thus it was up 
to more knowledgeable people to come forward. 
She responded that they still needed the support 
of the population. The Commissioner stated that 

the patients. With hindsight, she said, she did not agree 
with this statement. Asked why she said it, she replied 
that it was likely out of fear, but then waffled saying that 
the patients might have looked better – not meaning they 
were cured – at discharge than when they were admitted. 
She did however, say she felt compelled to say nice 
things about the programme, and that she felt she was 
being watched. 

She agreed that her comment that “life 
was restored to them” however, was 
a mistake and a gross overstatement 
about what actually happened. 

Dr. Mariatou Jallow told the Commission that it was the 
environment that obliged her to say nice things about 
the programme, believing that there would be negative 
implications for saying that something was wrong. Delving 
deeper, she said that if it was perceived that she was 
against the treatment, anything could have happened to 
her. Specifically, she said she could have been dismissed, 
framed, imprisoned, disappeared, or even killed. 

The Lead Counsel then brought up Fadzai Gwaradzimba 
the Resident Coordinator of the United Nations, UN, in The 
Gambia who was forced to leave the country in 48 hours 
after making a statement about the alleged treatment 
programme.79 He read from Fadzai Gwaradzimba’s 
statement, which essentially said the UN had taken note 
of Jammeh’s claim to have a cure for HIV/AIDS, but that 
patients should continue with the antiretroviral regimens 
until the treatment could be verified. She also offered the 
expertise of UNAIDS and the World Health Organisation, 
WHO to assess the viability of the treatment and see if 
it could be harnessed for the benefit of all humanity. The 
witness said that while there was nothing offensive in 
the statement and it was shocking that she was forced 
out of the country so quickly, knowing how highly the 
former President regarded the treatment, she knew that 
any criticism would be met with drastic measures. She 
confirmed that this is why she was afraid to speak out 
about the viability of the purported treatment programme. 

79See BBC 23rd February 2007 – Gambia’s UN envoy ‘is expelled’.
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since the beginning of the Commission it had been made 
abundantly clear that competent and qualified people 
did not speak truth to power in the former President’s 
regime. The Chair jumped in to dispute this, saying that 
the statement from the UN official was a brave position 
to take, at which point the Commissioner said there had 
been a misunderstanding and that he was speaking about 
Gambian experts, not the wider international community. 

In response to a question from Commissioner Sey, the 
witness said that no one died in her presence, and that 
she did not remember seeing a white person being 
treated. 

In her concluding remarks, Mariatou Jallow pushed back 
against Commissioner Kinteh’s statement that Gambian 
intellectuals did not speak the truth. She said that if she 
had been asked, she would not have spoken a lie, but she 
was never asked. Regarding ensuring it never happened 
again, she said they had health policies in place to ensure 
no recurrence. However, in those days, “we were at the 
mercy of a dictator … you don’t know what will happen to 
you tomorrow.” She insisted her actions were not based 
on a desire to keep her position. With that she ended her 
testimony. 

Persons Mentioned By Witness During Testimony

Denial of right to health
Mariatou Jallow (confessed), Yahya Jammeh, Dr. Mbowe, 
Dr. Malick Njie

Cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment
Yahya Jammeh, Dr. Mbowe, Dr. Malick Njie, Mariatou 
Jallow (the witness)

False imprisonment
Yahya Jammeh, Dr Mbowe

Wilful misrepresentation
Mariatou Jallow (the witness)
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Led by women African human rights activists, the African 
Network against Extrajudicial Killings and Enforced 
Disappearances (ANEKED) campaigns against forced 
disappearances and summary executions. ANEKED 
combines the power of technology, innovation, traditional 
media and legal expertise to make issues related to 
enforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings much 
more visible, advocating for justice for victims and their 
families. 

www.aneked.org
   @theANEKED

About The Point Newspaper
The Point Newspaper is a major independent Gambian 
newspaper, co-founded by Deyda Hydara, a fierce 
advocate of press freedom and a fierce critic of the 
government of then President Yahya Jammeh, who was 
allegedly killed under the orders of Jammeh in 2004. The 
current co-publisher is his son, Baba Hydara. 
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   @ThePointNewspaper
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